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Introduction: Beyond the Month: Engaging Activities
for Black History Month

February's Black History Month serves as an annual opportunity to celebrate
the achievements and contributions of Black individuals throughout history.
However, the goal should extend far beyond mere recognition; it's about
fostering a deeper understanding of Black history and culture. This guide
provides a comprehensive exploration of diverse and engaging activities for
Black History Month, suitable for various age groups and settings. These
activities for Black History Month are designed to be educational,
interactive, and inspiring, promoting critical thinking and a lasting
appreciation for Black heritage.

Educational Activities for Black History Month:
Exploring the Past

Many effective activities for Black History Month center around learning
about key figures and pivotal moments. But how we approach this learning is
crucial. We must move beyond rote memorization towards critical engagement.



1. Primary Source Analysis: Activities for Black History Month can
effectively incorporate primary sources like letters, diaries,
photographs, and oral histories. Analyzing these sources helps students
develop critical thinking skills and understand diverse perspectives.
For example, examining excerpts from Frederick Douglass's speeches
allows students to analyze his rhetoric and understand the context of
his fight for abolition.

1. Thematic Exploration: Instead of focusing solely on individual
biographies, consider exploring broader themes. Activities for Black
History Month might include examining the Harlem Renaissance, the Civil
Rights Movement, the impact of slavery, or the contributions of Black
women to various fields. This approach encourages a more nuanced and
comprehensive understanding.

1. Interactive Timeline Creation: Students can collaboratively create an
interactive timeline highlighting significant events and figures in
Black history. This activity allows for visual representation,
collaborative learning, and deeper engagement with historical context.
Such activities for Black History Month foster teamwork and critical
analysis of historical timelines.

1. Debate and Discussion: Organize classroom debates around controversial
topics within Black history. This encourages critical thinking,
discussion, and the exploration of differing viewpoints. For instance,
students could debate the effectiveness of various civil rights
strategies or the impact of certain historical policies. Engaging in
these activities for Black History Month promotes crucial skills in
analyzing historical events.

Engaging Activities for Black History Month:
Creative Expression and Community Engagement

Beyond traditional educational approaches, activities for Black History Month
can extend to creative expression and community engagement, fostering a more
holistic understanding.

1. Creative Writing and Storytelling: Encourage students to write stories,



poems, or plays inspired by Black history. This can help them connect
with the past on a personal level and develop their creative skills.
Activities for Black History Month featuring creative writing allow for
personal interpretations and unique perspectives.

1. Art Projects and Multimedia Presentations: Students can create art
projects, documentaries, or podcasts that explore aspects of Black
history and culture. These activities for Black History Month offer a
chance for innovative expression and showcase research skills.

1. Community Service Projects: Organize a community service project that
addresses an issue relevant to Black history and contemporary
challenges. Activities for Black History Month can include volunteering
at a local community center or participating in a fundraising event for
a relevant cause. This offers a powerful way to connect historical
learning with present-day action.

1. Guest Speakers and Presentations: Invite guest speakers from the
community—authors, activists, artists, or historians—to share their
experiences and perspectives. These activities for Black History Month
provide invaluable insights and firsthand accounts, enriching the
learning experience.

1. Field Trips and Museum Visits: Organize field trips to museums,
historical sites, or cultural centers that showcase Black history and
culture. This immersive approach enhances learning and allows for a
direct connection to historical places and artifacts. Choosing
meaningful locations provides impactful activities for Black History
Month.

Activities for Black History Month for Different Age
Groups

The most effective activities for Black History Month will vary depending on
the age and developmental level of the participants.

Children (Preschool — Elementary): Focus on age-appropriate storytelling,
interactive games, and hands-on activities like creating artwork or building



models related to Black history figures. Simple biographies and picture books
are effective learning tools.

Middle School Students: Introduce more complex themes and concepts. Encourage
research projects, debates, and creative writing activities based on
historical events.

High School Students: Explore advanced topics and encourage independent
research and critical analysis. Engage them in debates, simulations, and
presentations on contemporary issues with historical roots.

Ensuring Inclusivity and Accuracy in Activities for
Black History Month

It’s crucial to ensure that activities for Black History Month represent the
diversity within the Black community, accurately portraying various
experiences and perspectives. Avoid simplistic narratives and
generalizations. Focus on portraying the complexities and nuances of Black
history, acknowledging both achievements and struggles. Consult a range of
diverse sources and utilize materials created by Black scholars and
educators.

Conclusion: Sustaining the Legacy

Black History Month should not be a singular event but rather a continuous
process of learning, reflection, and action. By implementing engaging and
informative activities for Black History Month, we can foster a more accurate
and inclusive understanding of Black history and culture, inspiring future
generations to continue this vital work. The activities for Black History
Month described here offer a variety of approaches to ensure that the
celebration is both meaningful and impactful. The continued engagement with
Black history throughout the year is essential to ensure its lasting legacy.

FAQs

1. What are some simple activities for Black History Month for young
children? Reading age-appropriate books about Black heroes, coloring
pages featuring Black historical figures, and simple craft projects
related to Black culture are good starting points.

1. How can I make Black History Month activities engaging for teenagers?
Involve them in research projects, debates on social justice issues, and



the creation of multimedia presentations. Connect historical events to
contemporary issues relevant to their lives.

. Where can I find reliable resources for Black History Month activities?
The National Museum of African American History and Culture, the NAACP,
and various educational organizations offer valuable resources.

. How can I ensure inclusivity in my Black History Month activities?
Include a diverse range of voices and perspectives, representing the
experiences of people from different backgrounds within the Black
community.

. What are some ways to make Black History Month activities relevant to
today’s issues? Connect historical events to contemporary social justice
movements and challenges, exploring themes such as racial equality,
systemic racism, and social justice.

. How can I assess the learning outcomes of my Black History Month
activities? Use various assessment methods, including presentations,
essays, creative projects, and discussions, to gauge student
understanding and engagement.

. How can I involve the community in my Black History Month activities?
Partner with local organizations, invite guest speakers, and organize
community service projects that benefit local Black communities.

. Are there any free resources available for planning Black History Month
activities? Many websites and educational institutions offer free lesson
plans, activities, and resources for Black History Month.

. How can I make sure my Black History Month activities are impactful and
lasting? Focus on critical thinking, discussions, and community
engagement, aiming to foster a deeper understanding of Black history and



its ongoing relevance.

Related Articles:

1. Black Women in STEM: Activities for Black History Month: This article
explores the contributions of Black women in science, technology,
engineering, and mathematics, providing activities to celebrate their
achievements.

1. The Civil Rights Movement: Interactive Activities for Black History
Month: This article offers interactive activities for understanding the
Civil Rights Movement, promoting critical thinking about historical
events.

1. Celebrating Black Art and Culture: Activities for Black History Month:
This article focuses on the vibrant art and culture of the Black
diaspora, offering creative activities for exploration and appreciation.

1. Black History Month Lesson Plans for Elementary School: This article
provides age-appropriate lesson plans for younger students, ensuring
accessible and engaging learning experiences.

1. Black History Month Activities for High School Students: This article
offers advanced activities for high school students, promoting critical
thinking and research skills.

1. The Harlem Renaissance: A Creative Exploration for Black History Month:
This article explores the Harlem Renaissance through creative writing,
art projects, and music, stimulating artistic expression.

1. Beyond the Famous Names: Exploring Diverse Voices in Black History Month
Activities: This article focuses on lesser-known figures and diverse



experiences within Black history.

1. Using Primary Sources to Teach Black History: Activities for Black
History Month: This article focuses on effectively using primary sources
to engage students with Black history.

1. Community Engagement and Black History Month: Making a Difference: This
article explores ways to connect Black History Month activities with
community service and social action.

activities for black history month: Beautiful Blackbird Ashley Bryan, 2011-04-19 Coretta Scott

King Award-winning creator Ashley Bryan’s adaptation of a tale from the Ila-speaking people of
Zambia is now available in board book format, featuring Bryan'’s cut-paper artwork. We’ll see the
difference a touch of black can make. Just remember, whatever I do, I'll be me and you’ll be you.
Explore the appreciation of one’s own heritage and beauty. In this story, the colorful birds of Africa
ask Blackbird, who they think is the most beautiful of birds, to color them black so they can be
beautiful too, though Blackbird reminds them that true beauty comes from the inside.

activities for black history month: Teammates Peter Golenbock, 1990 Describes the racial
prejudice experienced by Jackie Robinson when he joined the Brooklyn Dodgers and became the first
Black player in Major League baseball and depicts the acceptance and support he received from his
white teammate Pee Wee Reese.

activities for black history month: Marley Dias Gets It Done: And So Can You! Marley Dias,
2018-01-30 Marley Dias, the powerhouse girl-wonder who started the #1000blackgirlbooks
campaign, speaks to kids about her passion for making our world a better place, and how to make
their dreams come true! Marley Dias, the powerhouse girl-wonder who started the
#1000blackgirlbooks campaign, speaks to kids about her passion for making our world a better
place, and how to make their dreams come true!ln this accessible guide with an introduction by
Academy Award-nominated filmmaker Ava DuVernay, Marley Dias explores activism, social justice,
volunteerism, equity and inclusion, and using social media for good. Drawing from her experience,
Marley shows kids how they can galvanize their strengths to make positive changes in their
communities, while getting support from parents, teachers, and friends to turn dreams into reality.
Focusing on the importance of literacy and diversity, Marley offers suggestions on book selection,
and delivers hands-on strategies for becoming a lifelong reader.

activities for black history month: If a Bus Could Talk Faith Ringgold, 2003 A biography of
the African American woman and Civil Rights worker, whose refusal to give up her seat on a bus led
to a boycott, which lasted more than a year in Montgomery, Alabama.

activities for black history month: Binding Us Together Alvin Brooks, 2021-02-23 A heartfelt,
inspiring narrative that is inextricably linked to the nation’s past and present, civil rights activist and
public servant Alvin Brooks shares engaging, funny, and tragic stories of his life and career of
advocacy. Few have faced adversity like Alvin Brooks has. He was born into an impoverished family,
he nearly lost his adoptive father to the justice system of the South, and he barely survived a health
crisis in infancy. However, his greatest challenges would be learning how to navigate a racist society



as a young boy and then later protecting his beloved wife, Carol, and their six children. Despite all
the adversity he faced, Brooks became a lifelong leader and a servant of his community. Brooks
served as one of Kansas City’s first Black police officers in the fifties, helped to heal the racial divide
after the riots following the assassination of Martin Luther King Jr., founded the AdHoc Group
Against Crime, affecting real change in city government, and met with successive American
presidents on national issues. When it comes to criminal justice, civil rights, and racial inequity,
Brooks’s lifetime of building bridges across society’s divides helps us better understand our past,
make sense of our present, and envision our future. Alvin Brooks proves that a good heart, a
generous spirit, and a lot of work can connect the world; one person can make a difference by
binding us together.

activities for black history month: Henry's Freedom Box Ellen Levine, 2016-03-29 A stirring,
dramatic story of a slave who mails himself to freedom by a Jane Addams Peace Award-winning
author and a Coretta Scott King Award-winning artist. Henry Brown doesn't know how old he is.
Nobody keeps records of slaves' birthdays. All the time he dreams about freedom, but that dream
seems farther away than ever when he is torn from his family and put to work in a warehouse. Henry
grows up and marries, but he is again devastated when his family is sold at the slave market. Then
one day, as he lifts a crate at the warehouse, he knows exactly what he must do: He will mail himself
to the North. After an arduous journey in the crate, Henry finally has a birthday -- his first day of
freedom.

activities for black history month: All Are Welcome (An All Are Welcome Book) Alexandra
Penfold, 2018-07-10 Join the call for a better world with this New York Times bestselling picture
book about a school where diversity and inclusion are celebrated. The perfect back-to-school read
for every kid, family and classroom! In our classroom safe and sound. Fears are lost and hope is
found. Discover a school where all young children have a place, have a space, and are loved and
appreciated. Readers will follow a group of children through a day in their school, where everyone is
welcomed with open arms. A school where students from all backgrounds learn from and celebrate
each other's traditions. A school that shows the world as we will make it to be. “An important book
that celebrates diversity and inclusion in a beautiful, age-appropriate way.” - Trudy Ludwig, author
of The Invisible Boy

activities for black history month: The ABCs of Black History Rio Cortez, 2020-12-08 A
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER B is for Beautiful, Brave, and Bright! And for a Book that takes a
Bold journey through the alphabet of Black history and culture. Letter by letter, The ABCs of Black
History celebrates a story that spans continents and centuries, triumph and heartbreak, creativity
and joy. It’s a story of big ideas--P is for Power, S is for Science and Soul. Of significant moments--G
is for Great Migration. Of iconic figures--H is for Zora Neale Hurston, X is for Malcom X. It’s an ABC
book like no other, and a story of hope and love. In addition to rhyming text, the book includes back
matter with information on the events, places, and people mentioned in the poem, from Mae Jemison
to W. E. B. Du Bois, Fannie Lou Hamer to Sam Cooke, and the Little Rock Nine to D] Kool Herc.

activities for black history month: Presidents' Day Activities Teacher Created Materials,
1996

activities for black history month: Celebrating Black Heritage: 20 Days of Activities,
Reading, Recipes, Parties, Plays, and More! Carole Marsh, 2014-11-14 Check out the
Celebrating Black Heritage 20 Days of Activities, Reading Recipes, Parties, Plays, & More! book.
New, fun, and educational ideas for celebrating African American history! It’s great for home, class,
camp, church, scouts, clubs and much more! kids will love the dramatic variety of activities designed
to bring black history, achievements and current events to life. This book is ideal for Black History
Month and other African American holidays! Some of the activities include: Spelling Bee Make a
Quilt Family Tree Speeches Student Bios Collage Posters Game Day Class Newspaper Classroom
Cooking Debates Plays CharactersScavenger Hunts Slave Diary “Get Involved” Projects Black
History Timeline Current Events Underground Railroad Research Ideas

activities for black history month: Uncontrollable Blackness Douglas J. Flowe, 2020-05-12



Early twentieth-century African American men in northern urban centers like New York faced
economic isolation, segregation, a biased criminal justice system, and overt racial attacks by police
and citizens. In this book, Douglas ]J. Flowe interrogates the meaning of crime and violence in the
lives of these men, whose lawful conduct itself was often surveilled and criminalized, by focusing on
what their actions and behaviors represented to them. He narrates the stories of men who sought
profits in underground markets, protected themselves when law enforcement failed to do so, and
exerted control over public, commercial, and domestic spaces through force in a city that denied
their claims to citizenship and manhood. Flowe furthermore traces how the features of urban Jim
Crow and the efforts of civic and progressive leaders to restrict their autonomy ultimately produced
the circumstances under which illegality became a form of resistance. Drawing from voluminous
prison and arrest records, trial transcripts, personal letters and documents, and investigative
reports, Flowe opens up new ways of understanding the black struggle for freedom in the twentieth
century. By uncovering the relationship between the fight for civil rights, black constructions of
masculinity, and lawlessness, he offers a stirring account of how working-class black men employed
extralegal methods to address racial injustice.

activities for black history month: Saving American Beach Heidi Tyline King, 2021-04-13
This heartfelt picture book biography illustrated by the Caldecott Honoree Ekua Holmes, tells the
story of MaVynee Betsch, an African American opera singer turned environmentalist and the legacy
she preserved. MaVynee loved going to the beach. But in the days of Jim Crow, she couldn't just go
to any beach--most of the beaches in Jacksonville were for whites only. Knowing something must be
done, her grandfather bought a beach that African American families could enjoy without being
reminded they were second class citizens; he called it American Beach. Artists like Zora Neale
Hurston and Ray Charles vacationed on its sunny shores. It's here that MaVynee was first inspired to
sing, propelling her to later become a widely acclaimed opera singer who routinely performed on an
international stage. But her first love would always be American Beach. After the Civil Rights Act
desegregated public places, there was no longer a need for a place like American Beach and it
slowly fell into disrepair. MaVynee remembered the importance of American Beach to her family and
so many others, so determined to preserve this integral piece of American history, she began her
second act as an activist and conservationist, ultimately saving the place that had always felt most
like home.

activities for black history month: Step it Down Bessie Jones, Bess Lomax Hawes, 1987
Gathers traditional baby games, clapping plays, jumps and skips, singing plays, ring plays, dances,
outdoor games, songs, and stories

activities for black history month: Mary Ann Shadd Cary Jane Rhodes, 2023-09-05 Mary Ann
Shadd Cary was a courageous and outspoken nineteenth-century African American who used the
press and public speaking to fight slavery and oppression in the United States and Canada. Part of
the small free black elite who used their education and limited freedoms to fight for the end of
slavery and racial oppression, Shadd Cary is best known as the first African American woman to
publish and edit a newspaper in North America. But her importance does not stop there. She was an
active participant in many of the social and political movements that influenced nineteenth century
abolition, black emigration and nationalism, women's rights, and temperance. Mary Ann Shadd Cary:
The Black Press and Protest in the Nineteenth Century explores her remarkable life and offers a
window on the free black experience, emergent black nationalisms, African American gender
ideologies, and the formation of a black public sphere. This new edition contains a new epilogue and
new photographs.

activities for black history month: The Undefeated Kwame Alexander, 2019 Winner of the
2020 Caldecott Medal A 2020 Newbery Honor Book Winner of the 2020 Coretta Scott King
[lustrator Award The Newbery Award-winning author of THE CROSSOVER pens an ode to black
American triumph and tribulation, with art from a two-time Caldecott Honoree. Originally performed
for ESPN's The Undefeated, this poem is a love letter to black life in the United States. It highlights
the unspeakable trauma of slavery, the faith and fire of the civil rights movement, and the grit,



passion, and perseverance of some of the world's greatest heroes. The text is also peppered with
references to the words of Martin Luther King, Jr., Langston Hughes, Gwendolyn Brooks, and others,
offering deeper insights into the accomplishments of the past, while bringing stark attention to the
endurance and spirit of those surviving and thriving in the present. Robust back matter at the end
provides valuable historical context and additional detail for those wishing to learn more.

activities for black history month: The Mis-education of the Negro Carter Godwin
Woodson, 1969

activities for black history month: Dreams from My Father Barack Obama, 2007-01-09 #1
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER ¢ ONE OF ESSENCE’S 50 MOST IMPACTFUL BLACK BOOKS OF
THE PAST 50 YEARS In this iconic memoir of his early days, Barack Obama “guides us straight to
the intersection of the most serious questions of identity, class, and race” (The Washington Post
Book World). “Quite extraordinary.”—Toni Morrison In this lyrical, unsentimental, and compelling
memoir, the son of a black African father and a white American mother searches for a workable
meaning to his life as a black American. It begins in New York, where Barack Obama learns that his
father—a figure he knows more as a myth than as a man—has been killed in a car accident. This
sudden death inspires an emotional odyssey—first to a small town in Kansas, from which he retraces
the migration of his mother’s family to Hawaii, and then to Kenya, where he meets the African side
of his family, confronts the bitter truth of his father’s life, and at last reconciles his divided
inheritance. Praise for Dreams from My Father “Beautifully crafted . . . moving and candid . . . This
book belongs on the shelf beside works like James McBride’s The Color of Water and Gregory
Howard Williams’s Life on the Color Line as a tale of living astride America’s racial
categories.”—Scott Turow “Provocative . . . Persuasively describes the phenomenon of belonging to
two different worlds, and thus belonging to neither.”—The New York Times Book Review “Obama’s
writing is incisive yet forgiving. This is a book worth savoring.”—Alex Kotlowitz, author of There Are
No Children Here “One of the most powerful books of self-discovery I've ever read, all the more so
for its illuminating insights into the problems not only of race, class, and color, but of culture and
ethnicity. It is also beautifully written, skillfully layered, and paced like a good novel.”—Charlayne
Hunter-Gault, author of In My Place “Dreams from My Father is an exquisite, sensitive study of this
wonderful young author’s journey into adulthood, his search for community and his place in it, his
quest for an understanding of his roots, and his discovery of the poetry of human life. Perceptive and
wise, this book will tell you something about yourself whether you are black or white.”—Marian
Wright Edelman

activities for black history month: Ron's Big Mission Rose Blue, Corinne Naden, 2009-01-22
Nine-year-old Ron loves going to the Lake City Public Library to look through all the books on
airplanes and flight. Today, Ron is ready to take out books by himself. But in the segregated world of
South Carolina in the 1950s, Ron's obtaining his own library card is not just a small rite of
passage—it is a young man's first courageous mission. Here is an inspiring story, based on Ron
McNair's life, of how a little boy, future scientist, and Challenger astronaut desegregated his library
through peaceful resistance.

activities for black history month: Follow Your Dreams, Little One Vashti Harrison, 2020
Originally published as Little legends: Exceptional men in Black history by Little Brown and
Company in November 2019.

activities for black history month: Pies from Nowhere: How Georgia Gilmore Sustained the
Montgomery Bus Boycott Dee Romito, 2018-11-06 This stunning picture book looks into the life of
Georgia Gilmore, a hidden figure of history who played a critical role in the civil rights movement
and used her passion for baking to help the Montgomery Bus Boycott achieve its goal. Georgia
decided to help the best way she knew how. She worked together with a group of women and
together they purchased the supplies they needed-bread, lettuce, and chickens. And off they went to
cook. The women brought food to the mass meetings that followed at the church. They sold
sandwiches. They sold dinners in their neighborhoods. As the boycotters walked and walked,
Georgia cooked and cooked. Georgia Gilmore was a cook at the National Lunch Company in




Montgomery, Alabama. When the bus boycotts broke out in Montgomery after Rosa Parks was
arrested, Georgia knew just what to do. She organized a group of women who cooked and baked to
fund-raise for gas and cars to help sustain the boycott. Called the Club from Nowhere, Georgia was
the only person who knew who baked and bought the food, and she said the money came from
nowhere to anyone who asked. When Martin Luther King Jr. was arrested for his role in the boycott,
Georgia testified on his behalf, and her home became a meeting place for civil rights leaders. This
picture book highlights a hidden figure of the civil rights movement who fueled the bus boycotts and
demonstrated that one person can make a real change in her community and beyond. It also includes
one of her delicious recipes for kids to try with the help of their parents!

activities for black history month: Whoosh! Chris Barton, 2016-05-03 Celebrate the inventor
of the Super Soaker in this inspiring picture book biography about Lonnie Johnson, the maker
behind one of the world's favorite toys. You know the Super Soaker. It’s one of top twenty toys of all
time. And it was invented entirely by accident. Trying to create a new cooling system for
refrigerators and air conditioners, impressive inventor Lonnie Johnson instead created the
mechanics for the iconic toy. A love for rockets, robots, inventions, and a mind for creativity began
early in Lonnie Johnson’s life. Growing up in a house full of brothers and sisters, persistence and a
passion for problem solving became the cornerstone for a career as an engineer and his work with
NASA. But it is his invention of the Super Soaker water gun that has made his most memorable
splash with kids and adults.

activities for black history month: The Day You Begin Jacqueline Woodson, 2018-08-28 A
#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER! Featured in its own episode in the Netflix original show
Bookmarks: Celebrating Black Voices! National Book Award winner Jacqueline Woodson and
two-time Pura Belpré Illustrator Award winner Rafael Lopez have teamed up to create a poignant,
yet heartening book about finding courage to connect, even when you feel scared and alone. There
will be times when you walk into a room and no one there is quite like you. There are many reasons
to feel different. Maybe it's how you look or talk, or where you're from; maybe it's what you eat, or
something just as random. It's not easy to take those first steps into a place where nobody really
knows you yet, but somehow you do it. Jacqueline Woodson's lyrical text and Rafael Lépez's dazzling
art reminds us that we all feel like outsiders sometimes-and how brave it is that we go forth anyway.
And that sometimes, when we reach out and begin to share our stories, others will be happy to meet
us halfway. (This book is also available in Spanish, as El Dia En Que Descubres Quién Eres!)

activities for black history month: Overground Railroad Candacy A. Taylor, 2020-01-07
This historical exploration of the Green Book offers “a fascinating [and] sweeping story of black
travel within Jim Crow America across four decades” (The New York Times Book Review). Published
from 1936 to 1966, the Green Book was hailed as the “black travel guide to America.” At that time, it
was very dangerous and difficult for African-Americans to travel because they couldn’t eat, sleep, or
buy gas at most white-owned businesses. The Green Book listed hotels, restaurants, gas stations,
and other businesses that were safe for black travelers. It was a resourceful and innovative solution
to a horrific problem. It took courage to be listed in the Green Book, and Overground Railroad
celebrates the stories of those who put their names in the book and stood up against segregation.
Author Candacy A. Taylor shows the history of the Green Book, how we arrived at our present
historical moment, and how far we still have to go when it comes to race relations in America. A New
York Times Notable Book of 2020

activities for black history month: Black Diamond Queens Maureen Mahon, 2020-10-09
African American women have played a pivotal part in rock and roll—from laying its foundations and
singing chart-topping hits to influencing some of the genre's most iconic acts. Despite this, black
women's importance to the music's history has been diminished by narratives of rock as a mostly
white male enterprise. In Black Diamond Queens, Maureen Mahon draws on recordings, press
coverage, archival materials, and interviews to document the history of African American women in
rock and roll between the 1950s and the 1980s. Mahon details the musical contributions and
cultural impact of Big Mama Thornton, LaVern Baker, Betty Davis, Tina Turner, Merry Clayton,



Labelle, the Shirelles, and others, demonstrating how dominant views of gender, race, sexuality, and
genre affected their careers. By uncovering this hidden history of black women in rock and roll,
Mahon reveals a powerful sonic legacy that continues to reverberate into the twenty-first century.

activities for black history month: Proud Shoes Pauli Murray, 2024-06-25 First published in
1956, Proud Shoes is the remarkable true story of slavery, survival, and miscegenation in the South
from the pre-Civil War era through the Reconstruction. Written by Pauli Murray the legendary civil
rights activist and one of the founders of NOW, Proud Shoes chronicles the lives of Murray's
maternal grandparents. From the birth of her grandmother, Cornelia Smith, daughter of a slave
whose beauty incited the master's sons to near murder to the story of her grandfather Robert
Fitzgerald, whose free black father married a white woman in 1840, Proud Shoes offers a revealing
glimpse of our nation's history.

activities for black history month: Dilla Time Dan Charnas, 2022-02-01 WINNER OF THE
PEN/JACQUELINE BOGRAD WELD AWARD FOR BIOGRAPHY A NEW YORK TIMES BEST SELLER
This book is a must for everyone interested in illuminating the idea of unexplainable genius.”
—QUESTLOVE Equal parts biography, musicology, and cultural history, Dilla Time chronicles the
life and legacy of ] Dilla, a musical genius who transformed the sound of popular music for the
twenty-first century. He wasn’t known to mainstream audiences, even though he worked with
renowned acts like D’Angelo and Erykah Badu and influenced the music of superstars like Michael
Jackson and Janet Jackson. He died at the age of thirty-two, and in his lifetime he never had a pop
hit. Yet since his death, ] Dilla has become a demigod: revered by jazz musicians and rap icons from
Robert Glasper to Kendrick Lamar; memorialized in symphonies and taught at universities. And at
the core of this adulation is innovation: a new kind of musical time-feel that he created on a drum
machine, but one that changed the way “traditional” musicians play. In Dilla Time, Dan Charnas
chronicles the life of James DeWitt Yancey, from his gifted childhood in Detroit, to his rise as a
Grammy-nominated hip-hop producer, to the rare blood disease that caused his premature death;
and follows the people who kept him and his ideas alive. He also rewinds the histories of American
rhythms: from the birth of soul in Dilla’s own “Motown,” to funk, techno, and disco. Here, music is a
story of Black culture in America and of what happens when human and machine times are
synthesized into something new. Dilla Time is a different kind of book about music, a visual
experience with graphics that build those concepts step by step for fans and novices alike, teaching
us to “see” and feel rhythm in a unique and enjoyable way. Dilla’s beats, startling some people with
their seeming “sloppiness,” were actually the work of a perfectionist almost spiritually devoted to his
music. This is the story of the man and his machines, his family, friends, partners, and celebrity
collaborators. Culled from more than 150 interviews about one of the most important and influential
musical figures of the past hundred years, Dilla Time is a book as delightfully detail-oriented and
unique as ] Dilla’s music itself.

activities for black history month: Remember Toni Morrison, 2004 The Pulitzer Prize winner
presents a treasure chest of archival photographs that depict the historical events surrounding
school desegregation.

activities for black history month: A House Built by Slaves Jonathan W. White, 2022-02-12
Readers of American history and books on Abraham Lincoln will appreciate what Los Angeles
Review of Books deems an accessible book that puts a human face — many human faces — on the
story of Lincoln’s attitudes toward and engagement with African Americans and Publishers Weekly
calls a rich and comprehensive account. Widely praised and winner of the 2023 Gilder Lehrman
Lincoln Prize, this book illuminates why Lincoln’s unprecedented welcoming of African American
men and women to the White House transformed the trajectory of race relations in the United
States. From his 1862 meetings with Black Christian ministers, Lincoln began inviting African
Americans of every background into his home, from ex-slaves from the Deep South to champions of
abolitionism such as Frederick Douglass and Sojourner Truth. More than a good-will gesture, the
president conferred with his guests about the essential issues of citizenship and voting rights.
Drawing from an array of primary sources, White reveals how African Americans used the White



House as a national stage to amplify their calls for equality. Even more than 160 years after the
signing of the Emancipation Proclamation, Lincoln’s inclusion of African Americans remains a
necessary example in a country still struggling from racial divisions today.

activities for black history month: Freedom in Congo Square Carole Boston Weatherford,
2017-01-17 Chosen as a New York Times Best Illustrated Book of 2016, this poetic, nonfiction story
about a little-known piece of African American history captures a human's capacity to find hope and
joy in difficult circumstances and demonstrates how New Orleans' Congo Square was truly
freedom's heart. Mondays, there were hogs to slop, mules to train, and logs to chop. Slavery was no
ways fair. Six more days to Congo Square. As slaves relentlessly toiled in an unjust system in 19th
century Louisiana, they all counted down the days until Sunday, when at least for half a day they
were briefly able to congregate in Congo Square in New Orleans. Here they were free to set up an
open market, sing, dance, and play music. They were free to forget their cares, their struggles, and
their oppression. This story chronicles slaves' duties each day, from chopping logs on Mondays to
baking bread on Wednesdays to plucking hens on Saturday, and builds to the freedom of Sundays
and the special experience of an afternoon spent in Congo Square. This book will have a forward
from Freddi Williams Evans (freddievans.com), a historian and Congo Square expert, as well as a
glossary of terms with pronunciations and definitions. AWARDS: A Kirkus Reviews Best Book of 2016
A School Library Journal Best Book of 2016: Nonfiction Starred reviews from School Library Journal,
Booklist, Kirkus Reviews, and The Horn Book Magazine

activities for black history month: Our Skin: A First Conversation About Race Megan
Madison, Jessica Ralli, 2021-03-16 Based on the research that race, gender, consent, and body
positivity should be discussed with toddlers on up, this read-aloud board book series offers adults
the opportunity to begin important conversations with young children in an informed, safe, and
supported way. Developed by experts in the fields of early childhood and activism against injustice,
this topic-driven board book offers clear, concrete language and beautiful imagery that young
children can grasp and adults can leverage for further discussion. While young children are avid
observers and questioners of their world, adults often shut down or postpone conversations on
complicated topics because it's hard to know where to begin. Research shows that talking about
issues like race and gender from the age of two not only helps children understand what they see,
but also increases self-awareness, self-esteem, and allows them to recognize and confront things
that are unfair, like discrimination and prejudice. This first book in the series begins the
conversation on race, with a supportive approach that considers both the child and the adult.
Stunning art accompanies the simple and interactive text, and the backmatter offers additional
resources and ideas for extending this discussion.

activities for black history month: Harlem Grown Tony Hillery, 2020-08-18 As featured on
Humans of New York “Hartland’s joyful folk-art illustrations bop from the gray-toned jazzy vibrancy
of a bustling city neighborhood to the colorful harvest of a lush urban farm.” —The New York Times
“An inspiring picture book for youngsters with meaningful ties to the environment, sustainability,
and community engagement.” —Booklist Discover the incredible true story of Harlem Grown, a lush
garden in New York City that grew out of an abandoned lot and now feeds a neighborhood. Once In
a big city called New York In a bustling neighborhood There was an empty lot. Nevaeh called it the
haunted garden. Harlem Grown tells the inspiring true story of how one man made a big difference
in a neighborhood. After seeing how restless they were and their lack of healthy food options, Tony
Hillery invited students from an underfunded school to turn a vacant lot into a beautiful and
functional farm. By getting their hands dirty, these kids turned an abandoned space into something
beautiful and useful while learning about healthy, sustainable eating and collaboration. Five years
later, the kids and their parents, with the support of the Harlem Grown staff, grow thousands of
pounds of fruits and vegetables a year. All of it is given to the kids and their families. The incredible
story is vividly brought to life with Jessie Hartland’s “charmingly busy art” (Booklist) that readers
will pore over in search of new details as they revisit this poignant and uplifting tale over and over
again. Harlem Grown is an independent, not-for-profit organization. The author’s share of the



proceeds from the sale of this book go directly to Harlem Grown.

activities for black history month: The Greatest: Muhammad Ali Walter Dean Myers,
2016-07-12 “Captures the excitement that Ali created in a generation of young African Americans,
who found in the brash, young boxer a new kind of hero.” —Booklist Includes photos From his
childhood in the segregated South to his final fight with Parkinson’s disease, Muhammad Ali never
backed down. He was banned from boxing during his prime because he refused to fight in Vietnam.
He became a symbol of the antiwar movement—and a defender of civil rights. As “The Greatest,” he
was a boxer of undeniable talent and courage. He took the world by storm—only Ali could “float like
a butterfly, sting like a bee.” From a New York Times-bestselling author and winner of numerous
awards—including the Michael L. Printz Award, Newbery Honors, a Caldecott Honor and five
Coretta Scott King awards—this is an inspiring biography of Ali, Olympic gold medalist, former
heavyweight champion, and one of the most influential people of all time. “Myers interweaves fight
sequences with the boxer’s life story and the political events and issues of the day. He doesn’t shy
away from reporting on the brutality of the sport and documents the toll it has taken on its many
stars . . . Myers’s writing flows while describing the boxing action and the legend’s larger-than-life
story.” —School Library Journal

activities for black history month: This Jazz Man Karen Ehrhardt, 2006-11-01 In this
toe-tapping jazz tribute, the traditional This Old Man gets a swinging makeover, and some of the
era's best musicians take center stage. The tuneful text and vibrant illustrations bop, slide, and
shimmy across the page as Satchmo plays one, Bojangles plays two . . . right on down the line to
Charles Mingus, who plays nine, plucking strings that sound divine. Easy on the ear and the eye, this
playful introduction to nine jazz giants will teach children to count--and will give them every reason
to get up and dance! Includes a brief biography of each musician.

activities for black history month: The Knowledge Gap Natalie Wexler, 2020-08-04 The
untold story of the root cause of America's education crisis--and the seemingly endless cycle of
multigenerational poverty. It was only after years within the education reform movement that
Natalie Wexler stumbled across a hidden explanation for our country's frustrating lack of progress
when it comes to providing every child with a quality education. The problem wasn't one of the usual
scapegoats: lazy teachers, shoddy facilities, lack of accountability. It was something no one was
talking about: the elementary school curriculum's intense focus on decontextualized reading
comprehension skills at the expense of actual knowledge. In the tradition of Dale Russakoff's The
Prize and Dana Goldstein's The Teacher Wars, Wexler brings together history, research, and
compelling characters to pull back the curtain on this fundamental flaw in our education system--one
that fellow reformers, journalists, and policymakers have long overlooked, and of which the general
public, including many parents, remains unaware. But The Knowledge Gap isn't just a story of what
schools have gotten so wrong--it also follows innovative educators who are in the process of
shedding their deeply ingrained habits, and describes the rewards that have come along: students
who are not only excited to learn but are also acquiring the knowledge and vocabulary that will
enable them to succeed. If we truly want to fix our education system and unlock the potential of our
neediest children, we have no choice but to pay attention.

activities for black history month: Now Let Me Fly Marcia Cebulska, 2024-04-16 A
theatrical triumph echoing the voices of the individuals whose efforts led to the historical U.S.
Supreme Court decision Brown v. Board.

activities for black history month: Living While Black Guilaine Kinouani, 2022-01-25 A
Guardian “Best Book of 2021” Selection A powerful look at the impacts of anti-Black racism and a
practical guide for overcoming racial trauma through radical self-care as a form of resistance Over
the past 15 years, radical psychologist Guilaine Kinouani has focused her research, writing, and
workshops on how racism affects both physical and mental health. Living While Black gives voice to
the diverse, global experiences of Black people, using personal stories, powerful case studies, and
eye-opening research to offer expert guidance on how to set boundaries and process
micro-aggressions; protect children from racism; handle difficult race-based conversations; navigate



the complexities of Black love; and identify and celebrate the wins. Based on her findings, Kinouani
has devised tried-and-tested strategies to help protect Black people from the harmful effects of
verbal, physical, and structural racism. She empowers Black readers to adopt self-care mechanisms
to improve their day-to-day wellness to help them thrive, not just survive, and to find hope and
beauty—or even joy—in the face of racial adversity. She also provides a vital resource for allies
seeking to better understand the impacts of racism and how they can help. With the rise of far-right
ideologies and the increase of racist hate crimes, Living While Black is both timely and instrumental
in moving conversations from defining racism for non-Black majorities to focusing on healing and
nurturing the mental health of those facing prejudice, discrimination, and the lasting effects of the
violence of white supremacy.

activities for black history month: Black History Activities, Grades 5 - 8 Schyrlet
Cameron, 2023-02-13 Help your 5th grader, middle school, or high school child reflect on and build
proficiency learning about significant events in US history with the activity-packed Mark Twain
Black History Activities Workbook! The 64-page history workbook studies African American history
and culture in the United States, with topics including how slavery began, the war to end slavery,
reconstruction, the 20th century, and African American achievements. Perfect for both classroom
curriculum and homeschool curriculum, the 64-page social studies workbook includes both a
Reading Selection, an Activity Page, and graphic organizers to promote reading, critical thinking,
and writing skills. This American history workbook promotes current National and State Standards.

activities for black history month: The Dream King Will Ford, Matt Lockett, 2018-08-28 The
Dream King is the astonishing true story of two men whose lives are woven together by history and
the hidden hand of God. - Learn about the nation's hidden history and the unknown heroes who
overcame injustice. - Discover how your life is an important part of a much bigger story. - Be
equipped to be a countercultural dreamer and change the world around you.

activities for black history month: To Be a Drum Evelyn Coleman, 2000-09-01 Daddy Wes
tells how Africans were brought to America as slaves, but promises his children that as long as they
can hear the rhythm of the earth, they will be free.

activities for black history month: The Bible is Black History Theron D Williams, 2022-08-03
We live in an age when younger African-American Christians are asking tough questions that
previous generations would dare not ask. This generation doesn't hesitate to question the validity of
the Scriptures, the efficacy of the church, and even the historicity of Jesus. Young people are
becoming increasingly curious about what role, if any, did people of African descent play in biblical
history? Or, if the Bible is devoid of Black presence, and is merely a book by Europeans, about
Europeans and for Europeans to the exclusion of other races and ethnicities? Dr. Theron D. Williams
makes a significant contribution to this conversation by answering the difficult questions this
generation fearlessly poses. Dr. Williams uses facts from the Bible, well-respected historians,
scientists, and DNA evidence to prove that Black people comprised the biblical Israelite community.
He also shares historical images from the ancient catacombs that vividly depict the true likeness of
the biblical Israelites. This book does not change the biblical text, but it will change how you
understand it.This Second Edition provides updated information and further elucidation of key
concepts. Also, at the encouragement of readership, this edition expands some of the ideas and
addresses concerns my readership felt pertinent to this topic.
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