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Introduction:

The unthinkable has become a stark reality for many communities, including those of faith. The
horrifying specter of an active shooter incident has forced churches, places traditionally viewed as
sanctuaries of peace, to confront the grim necessity of active shooter training for churches. This
training is no longer a luxury; it's a vital component of responsible pastoral care and a crucial step in
safeguarding congregants and staff. This narrative explores the critical importance of active shooter
training for churches, drawing on personal anecdotes, case studies, and expert insight to illuminate
the pathways toward preparedness and resilience.

H1: The Shifting Landscape of Church Security

For generations, churches operated under an implicit assumption of safety. Open doors, welcoming
smiles, and a sense of community were paramount. However, the tragic increase in mass shootings
across the nation has shattered this illusion. The devastating attacks on places of worship
underscore the urgent need for proactive measures, and active shooter training for churches is at
the forefront of these efforts.

I remember vividly the day I received a call from a distraught pastor whose church had been the
target of a threat. The fear and uncertainty in his voice were palpable. He felt helpless, unprepared,
and overwhelmed by the responsibility of protecting his flock. That call solidified my commitment to
providing comprehensive active shooter training for churches.

H2: Case Studies: Learning from Tragedy

Analyzing past incidents provides invaluable lessons. The attack on the First Baptist Church of
Sutherland Springs in 2017, where 26 people were killed, serves as a grim reminder of the
devastating consequences of unpreparedness. Similarly, the shooting at the Tree of Life Synagogue
in Pittsburgh highlighted the vulnerability of places of worship, regardless of faith. These tragedies
underscore the critical need for active shooter training for churches and other faith-based
organizations. These events aren't just statistics; they are human stories of loss, trauma, and the
urgent need for better preventative measures.



H3: Components of Effective Active Shooter Training for Churches

Active shooter training for churches isn't simply about teaching people to fight back. It's a
multifaceted approach encompassing:

Risk Assessment and Vulnerability Analysis: Identifying potential threats and vulnerabilities within
the church building and its surrounding areas. This includes reviewing security protocols, access
points, and potential hiding places.

Run, Hide, Fight: This widely recognized strategy emphasizes the importance of evacuation (Run),
seeking shelter (Hide), and as a last resort, engaging the shooter (Fight). The training emphasizes
decisive action and the understanding that any response is better than inaction.

Communication and Coordination: Establishing clear communication protocols during an
emergency, including designating communication points and using pre-arranged signals.

Medical Response Training: Equipping trained individuals within the congregation with basic first
aid and trauma care skills to provide immediate assistance to injured individuals.

Post-Incident Response: Addressing the psychological trauma experienced by survivors, staff, and
community members after an active shooter incident. This involves providing access to mental
health resources and establishing support systems.

H4: Practical Applications and Personal Anecdotes

During one of my training sessions, a participant, a senior member of the congregation, expressed
anxieties about the 'Fight' aspect of the Run, Hide, Fight strategy. Her apprehension was
understandable. However, through guided discussion and practical demonstrations, we addressed
her concerns, emphasizing the importance of self-preservation and the unlikely scenario of needing
to engage in direct confrontation. The training wasn't about glorifying violence, but about
empowering individuals with the knowledge and skills to survive.

H5: Overcoming Obstacles and Building a Culture of Safety

Implementing active shooter training for churches faces challenges. Some congregations may resist
the idea, viewing it as contradictory to their faith's message of peace and love. Others may lack the
resources or personnel to conduct comprehensive training. Addressing these concerns requires open
dialogue, sensitivity, and collaboration with community partners, law enforcement agencies, and
security professionals. Building a culture of safety requires a proactive, ongoing commitment, not
just a one-time training event.

H6: The Ongoing Commitment to Safety

Active shooter training for churches is not a one-time event; it's an ongoing process. Regular drills,
updated security protocols, and continued education are essential to maintaining preparedness. This
includes incorporating lessons learned from past incidents and adapting strategies to the specific
needs and context of each church community. The goal is not to live in fear, but to cultivate a sense
of vigilance and preparedness, allowing faith communities to continue their vital work in safety.

Conclusion:
Active shooter training for churches is no longer a matter of choice but a necessity. It’s about

protecting vulnerable members of our communities and ensuring that places of worship remain
sanctuaries of peace and safety. By embracing proactive security measures and implementing



comprehensive active shooter training for churches, we can work towards creating safer
environments for everyone. This requires a collective effort involving church leadership,
congregants, security professionals, and law enforcement agencies. The responsibility for safety
rests upon us all, and by working together, we can effectively mitigate the risks and build more
resilient faith communities.

FAQs:

1. Is active shooter training for churches legally required? No, it's not legally mandated in most
jurisdictions, but it's a highly recommended best practice.

2. How much does active shooter training for churches cost? Costs vary depending on the
provider, the duration of the training, and the number of participants.

3. Who should participate in active shooter training for churches? All staff, volunteers, and
regular attendees should ideally participate.

4. What if my church is small and doesn't have many resources? There are affordable and
adaptable training options available, and many organizations offer assistance to smaller
churches.

5. How often should active shooter training for churches be conducted? Ideally, training should
be conducted annually, with refresher courses and drills held more frequently.

6. What if my congregation is hesitant about active shooter training for churches? Open
communication, addressing concerns, and emphasizing the proactive nature of the training are
crucial.

7. How can [ find a reputable active shooter training provider for my church? Research reputable
organizations with experience in training faith-based communities. Check certifications and

qualifications.

8. What role does law enforcement play in active shooter training for churches? They can offer
valuable insights, conduct drills, and provide ongoing support.

9. How can we integrate active shooter training for churches with our existing safety protocols?
A comprehensive review of existing protocols is necessary to integrate training effectively.

Related Articles:
1. "Developing a Comprehensive Security Plan for Churches": A guide on creating a holistic
security plan that includes active shooter preparedness.

2. "The Psychology of Active Shooter Response in Faith-Based Settings": An exploration of the
psychological impact of active shooter events on faith communities and strategies for coping.



3. "Legal Considerations for Church Security": A discussion of legal liabilities and responsibilities
related to church security measures.

4. "Integrating Technology into Church Security: Active Shooter Prevention": Examining the role
of technology in enhancing church security, including surveillance systems and alert systems.

5. "Active Shooter Training for Children and Youth in Church Contexts": Age-appropriate
strategies for educating children and youth about active shooter preparedness.

6. "Building Community Partnerships for Church Safety": Strategies for fostering collaborations
between churches, law enforcement, and community organizations to enhance security.

7. "Post-Incident Trauma Response for Churches": Guidance on providing support and resources
to survivors and the church community after an active shooter event.

8. "Fundraising for Church Security Enhancements": Practical advice on securing funding for
improved security measures.

9. "Case Studies: Lessons Learned from Active Shooter Incidents in Churches": A detailed
analysis of past incidents to illustrate effective and ineffective responses.

active shooter training for churches: I'm Not Scared...I'm Prepared! Julia Cook, 2014-05-01
When faced with danger you must DO something. The teacher at the Ant Hill School wants her
students to be prepared - for everything! One day, she teaches her students what to do if a
dangerous someone is in their school. I'll be your shepherd, and you're all my sheep, so you must do
what I say. Pretend there's a wolf in our building, and we MUST stay out of his way! We need a great
plan of action in case we start to get scared. The ALICE Plan will work the best, to help us be
prepared. Unfortunately, in the world we now live in, we must ask the essential question: What are
the options for survival if we find ourselves in a violent intruder event? I'm Not Scared...I'm
Prepared! will enhance the ALICE concepts and make them applicable to children of all ages in a
non-fearful way. By using this book, children can develop a better understanding of what needs to be
done if they ever encounter a dangerous someone.

active shooter training for churches: Keeping Your Church Safe Ron Aguiar, 2008-08-01
When church leaders fail to provide for the well-being and protection of everyone involved in
congregational programs, they are derelict in their duty to shepherd and protect the flock. A
conscientious and well run safety program gives a sense of security and comfort to those who attend
and helps provide an atmosphere where worship, fellowship, edification and service can take place
without incident. Keeping Your Church Safe is a practical blueprint for churches covering all aspects
of church security and safety for staff, premises and members. It's a well-outlined, easy-to-follow
guide in establishing an effective security program for congregations of all sizes. Given the
uncertain times in which we live and increasing threats to our churches, Ron has written a practical,
thorough, easy-to-read book that should be a textbook for any church. More importantly, he loves
the Lord and His church and has dedicated his life to making sure Christ is exalted in the best and
safest way possible. Bob Russell (retired) Senior Minister Southeast Christian Church Louisville,
Kentucky Addressing topics rarely discussed but realistic, this book is an excellent guide for church
administrators, security managers, board chairpersons, volunteers or anyone serious about
protecting our places of worship. It has been written as a result of years invested in front line



experience. It contains the insight of a safety manager, site security chief, dignitary protection
administrator and a special event commander, all in one. Major Bill Weedman (retired) Commander
of Special Operations and Event Management Louisville Metro Police Department Ron Aguiar has
been at Southeast Christian Church for 10 years as Director of Safety & Security, with an additional
10 years spent in public law enforcement and private security. Ron is a sought-after speaker,
consultant to churches, para-church organizations and public law enforcement agencies. Contact
Information: churchsafetyandsecurity@gmail.com

active shooter training for churches: Evil Invades Sanctuary Carl Chinn, 2012-06-01

active shooter training for churches: Smart Church Management: A Quality Approach to
Church Administraton Patricia S. Lotich, 2020-01-17 Church leaders understand that managing the
day-to-day operations of a church can be challenging because of limited resources, managing
volunteer labor, and supporting the needs of the congregation. Smart Church Management: A
Quality Approach to Church Administration, Third Edition is an updated guide for managing the
resources of a church - which is people, time and money. This book provides tools and examples for
decision making and problem-solving for church administration that is easy to understand and more
importantly, quick to implement! This book also includes discussion questions to provoke thought
and discussion for church teams. This book is ideal for ministry students, church boards, church
leadership and church administrators.

active shooter training for churches: Defending the Flock: a Security Guide for Church
Safety Directors Kris Moloney, 2017-12-12 This Church Safety and Security Ministry Guide is
intended to help Safety Directors of small to medium size churches with training their volunteer
teams. This guide was developed by painstakingly researching nationally recognized publications
and by consulting with experts in church security, crime prevention, emergency medical response,
fire safety, pastoral protection, security, and a number of other fields of study. It contains chapters
on everything from Active Shooter Neutralization to Protecting Children from Sexual Abuse.

active shooter training for churches: Stop the Killing Katherine Schweit, 2021-08-15 Stop
the Killing offers insight into what each of us can do to end the active shooter crisis plaguing
America. Written by the former head of the FBI's active shooter program, Katherine Schweit, shares
an insider look at what we’ve learned, and failed to learn, about protecting our businesses, houses of
worship, and schools. The book demystifies the language around active shooters, mass killings,
threat assessment teams, and more. Never gathered before into one place, readers gain access to
evidence-based research and the most up-to-date information as they travel step-by-step through
shooting prevention efforts and shooting aftermaths. Beginning with an understanding of how to
spot potential shooters, readers learn the many ways to prevent shootings and the role threat
assessment teams play. Threat assessment experts provide insight on what kind of information they
need, and how they use it to intercept a person on a pathway to violence. The book guides readers
through the process of assessing building security weaknesses and shows how to find vulnerabilities
in people, programs, and policies. Packed with practical advice for training every age, from
preschoolers, to elementary school children, to adults, the book also includes the author’s own
teaching outline on how to train people to run, hide, fight. The book gathers together examples to
help build individualized emergency operations plans and shows how to tap vast government
resources to cover costs to your office and employees, districts and students, and survivors and
victim’s families. Hear sober advice gathered from those who have survived and responded to
shootings at Columbine High School, Virginia Tech, Sandy Hook Elementary School, the Aurora
theater, Los Angeles International Airport, and more. Their common theme is that it can happen
anywhere and has. All the more reason to accept that as each of us better understand what happens
and how to prevent it, we can be the ones to stop the killing. The book also features a new preface
exploring the 2021 school shooting tragedy in Michigan, especially the groundbreaking use of a
domestic terrorism charge filed against the shooter and involuntary manslaughter charges filed
against his parents.

active shooter training for churches: Keeping Religious Institutions Secure Jennie-Leigh



McLamb, 2015-04-13 Keeping Religious Institutions Secure explores the unique vulnerabilities that
churches, synagogues, and mosques face in regards to security, making them attractive to criminals
who see them as easy targets. The text illustrates why all places of worship should think about
security and the types of breaches that can drive people away. The book focuses on the most
frequent security concerns experienced by houses of worship, including embezzlement, vandalism,
assault, hate crime, and in rare cases, an active shooter—and how to help prevent them from
occurring. Beginning with an overview of the basic security concepts and principles that can
enhance the security of any religious facility, it then delves deeply into the particular security
concerns of houses of worship, including the use of volunteers, protecting religious leaders, ensuring
safety for children and teens, interacting with local law enforcement, handling the media, and much
more. - Covers security best practices that are adaptable to any type of religious institution. -
Addresses the key security measures—physical, electronic, environmental, and procedural—for
protecting people and facilities. - Includes guidance on identifying threats and vulnerabilities and
instituting countermeasures for deterring crime and violence.

active shooter training for churches: The Church Security Handbook Vaughn Baker,
2017-11-20 The Church Security Handbook: Because It Can Happen HereAttacks on churches are on
the rise. Yet the temptation is to think that it can't or won't happen in our city or congregation. The
Church Security Handbook takes a practical, biblical approach to answering critical questions about
security including: * What are the odds of an attack on my church?* Does church security indicate a
lack of faith in God?* How can we have a security team without a fortress mentality?* Does a
security team have to be armed?* How do we select and train our team?The Church Security
Handbook is written by the experienced, real-world professionals at Strategos International,
www.strategosintl.com

active shooter training for churches: Safety and Security for Churches and Other Places of
Worship Kevin L. Erskine, Joy A. Volpi, 2023-10-27 Safety and Security for Churches and Other
Places of Worship is a reference book focused on how to form a first responder team for churches,
synagogues, temples, and other places of worship. It will assist team leaders on how to train for both
security and medical emergencies, provide training aids and ideas, and how to write SOPs and legal
issues. Trending violence directed at soft targets is growing, forcing places of worship to respond
with highly trained personnel to quickly intervene. Many medical incidents can have drastically
better outcomes if trained medical personnel render immediate medical care. For instance, the use
of an AED in conjunction with CPR can drastically improve survival rates from 15% to 85%, versus
just CPR alone. Topics covered include: Environmental disasters Acts of violence Active shooter
incidents Bomb threats Unruly/disruptive persons Suspect control Sexual abuse Realistic training
using fake wounds Tabletop exercises Team building Medical emergencies An equipment chapter
helps to determine what equipment is a priority for teams limited by budget. Some equipment can
mean the difference between a friend being mistaken for an aggressor, resulting in an innocent
person being injured or killed. Safety and Security for Churches and Other Places of Worship is a
must-have reference for anyone charged with the duty to protect those who attend and work at
places of worship.

active shooter training for churches: Conversations with the Sacred Manish Mishra-Marzetti,
Jennifer Kelleher, 2020 A testimony to the power of prayer as a form of sacred conversation--

active shooter training for churches: The Violence Project Jillian Peterson, James Densley,
2021-09-07 Groundbreaking. —Rachel Louise Snyder, bestselling author of No Visible Bruises An
examination of the phenomenon of mass shootings in America and an urgent call to implement
evidence-based strategies to stop these tragedies Winner of the 2022 Minnesota Book Award Using
data from the writers’ groundbreaking research on mass shooters, including first-person accounts
from the perpetrators themselves, The Violence Project charts new pathways to prevention and
innovative ways to stop the social contagion of violence. Frustrated by reactionary policy
conversations that never seemed to convert into meaningful action, special investigator and
psychologist Jill Peterson and sociologist James Densley built The Violence Project, the first




comprehensive database of mass shooters. Their goal was to establish the root causes of mass
shootings and figure out how to stop them by examining hundreds of data points in the life histories
of more than 170 mass shooters—from their childhood and adolescence to their mental health and
motives. They’ve also interviewed the living perpetrators of mass shootings and people who knew
them, shooting survivors, victims’ families, first responders, and leading experts to gain a
comprehensive firsthand understanding of the real stories behind them, rather than the
sensationalized media narratives that too often prevail. For the first time, instead of offering
thoughts and prayers for the victims of these crimes, Peterson and Densley share their data-driven
solutions for exactly what we must do, at the individual level, in our communities, and as a country,
to put an end to these tragedies that have defined our modern era.

active shooter training for churches: Warnings Unheeded Andy Brown, 2016-11-02 On 20
June 1994, a gunman opened fire inside the busy hospital of Fairchild Air Force Base. Four days
later, the crash of a B-52 bomber killed some of Fairchild's most veteran aviators. The twin tragedies
struck suddenly - but not without warning. This nonfiction narrative is a page turner... you will not
put it down. —CMSgt William Kelly, USAF, Office of Special Investigations Warnings Unheeded is
the work of criminal investigator Andy Brown. As a young military policeman, Brown saved countless
lives when he raced to the hospital and ended the gunman’s shooting spree. His devotion to duty
prepared him for the deadly gunfight, but he wasn't prepared for the traumatic effect of learning
that twenty-six people had been gunned down prior to his arrival, or for the loss of four aviators later
that week. On a quest for answers, Brown spent two decades investigating the events that led to the
mass murder and the plane crash. His relentless research uncovered numerous people who had
warned of the impending violence and disaster. With heavy use of firsthand accounts, Warnings
Unheeded lets us experience the unfolding tragedies through the eyes of the men and women who
struggled to prevent them. From the people who tried to help a troubled airman even as he plotted
to kill them. From the aviators who were forced to fly with a seemingly-suicidal pilot. And from a
military policeman who offers a candid insight into the hidden cost of becoming a “hero.” Warnings
Unheeded is a story of heroes and humanity - of violence and mental illness - and if we are willing to
listen, a timeless warning from the ghosts of our past. Best book I've read in some time. Without
lurid details or overwrought prose ... [Brown] illustrates the events leading up to the twin tragedies
with a thoroughness and professionalism I suspect he brings to every task he takes on. But this is no
dry recounting of facts, and Brown's compassion for the victims is as clear as his prose ... I highly
recommend this book. —R. Jenson, Gray Dog Press In vivid and thoroughly researched detail, Andy
Brown masterfully weaves two tragic stories ... this is an important and well-written read. —Gregory
K. Moffatt, Ph.D., Author of Blind-Sided: Homicide Where it is Least Expected A highly readable
book ... from a unique source. Recommended for a wide audience. —Best-selling true-crime author,
Ron Franscell *** Contains more than 70 images and photographs ***

active shooter training for churches: Universalists and Unitarians in America John A.
Buehrens, 2011

active shooter training for churches: Biblical Crisis Counseling John Babler, 2014-11-20 The
word crisis comes from the Greek krisis, which literally means decision. When trials, temptations,
disasters, personal sin, or anything else bring us to a point of crisis, how we respond - the decisions
we make and actions we take - will either reflect a faithful, obedient, God honoring heart or a
doubtful, self-centered one. Because crises bring about the need to make many decisions, Christians
are afforded opportunities to glorify God by making choices and acting in ways that honor Him. The
Biblical Crisis Intervention model presented in this book provides a template upon which the
counselor can base his or her crisis ministry. As the world provides temporary solutions to those in
crisis, the Biblical Crisis Intervention Model offers an opportunity for those in crisis to find the
healing that God offers.

active shooter training for churches: Grace Will Lead Us Home Jennifer Berry Hawes,
2019-06-04 A NEW YORK TIMES NOTABLE BOOK OF 2019 * BARNES & NOBLE DISCOVER GREAT
NEW WRITERS PICK * OPRAH MAGAZINE SUMMER 2019 READING LIST SELECTION * NEW



YORK TIMES EDITOR'S CHOICE “A soul-shaking chronicle of the 2015 Charleston massacre and its
aftermath... [Hawes is] a writer with the exceedingly rare ability to observe sympathetically both
particular events and the horizon against which they take place without sentimentalizing her
subjects. Hawes is so admirably steadfast in her commitment to bearing witness that one is
compelled to consider the story she tells from every possible angle.” —The New York Times Book
Review A deeply moving work of narrative nonfiction on the tragic shootings at the Mother Emanuel
AME church in Charleston, South Carolina from Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist Jennifer Berry
Hawes. On June 17, 2015, twelve members of the historically black Emanuel AME Church in
Charleston, South Carolina welcomed a young white man to their evening Bible study. He arrived
with a pistol, 88 bullets, and hopes of starting a race war. Dylann Roof’s massacre of nine innocents
during their closing prayer horrified the nation. Two days later, some relatives of the dead stood at
Roof’s hearing and said, “I forgive you.” That grace offered the country a hopeful ending to an awful
story. But for the survivors and victims’ families, the journey had just begun. In Grace Will Lead Us
Home, Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist Jennifer Berry Hawes provides a definitive account of the
tragedy’s aftermath. With unprecedented access to the grieving families and other key figures,
Hawes offers a nuanced and moving portrait of the events and emotions that emerged in the
massacre’s wake. The two adult survivors of the shooting begin to make sense of their lives again.
Rifts form between some of the victims’ families and the church. A group of relatives fights to end
gun violence, capturing the attention of President Obama. And a city in the Deep South must
confront its racist past. This is the story of how, beyond the headlines, a community of people begins
to heal. An unforgettable and deeply human portrait of grief, faith, and forgiveness, Grace Will Lead
Us Home is destined to be a classic in the finest tradition of journalism.

active shooter training for churches: Mass Shootings Jaclyn Schildkraut, H. Jaymi Elsass,
2016-02-22 This book provides readers and researchers with a critical examination of mass
shootings as told by the media, offering research-based, factual answers to oft-asked questions and
investigating common myths about these tragic events. When a mass shooting happens, the news
media is flooded with headlines and breaking information about the shooters, victims, and acts
themselves. What is notably absent in the news reporting are any concrete details that serve to
inform news consumers how prevalent these mass shootings really are (or are not, when considering
crime statistics as a whole), what legitimate causes for concern are, and how likely an individual is
to be involved in such an incident. Instead, these events often are used as catalysts for conversations
about larger issues such as gun control and mental health care reform. What critical points are we
missing when the media focuses on only what people want to hear? This book explores the media
attention to mass shootings and helps readers understand the problem of mass shootings and public
gun violence from its inception to its existence in contemporary society. It discusses how the issue is
defined, its history, and its prevalence in both the United States and other countries, and provides
an exploration of the responses to these events and strategies for the prevention of future violence.
The book focuses on the myths purported about these unfortunate events, their victims, and their
perpetrators through typical U.S. media coverage as well as evidence-based facts to contradict such
narratives. The book's authors pay primary attention to contemporary shootings in the United States
but also discuss early events dating back to the 1700s and those occurring internationally. The
accessible writing enables readers of varying grade levels, including laypersons, to gain a more
in-depth—and accurate—understanding of the context of mass shootings in the United States. As a
result, readers will be better able to contribute to meaningful discussions related to mass shooting
events and the resulting responses and policies.

active shooter training for churches: To Watch Over Them Day and Night Jeffrey
Strickland, 2017-04-09 I have been behind enemy lines. Once in a city in the middle of East
Germany. Berlin was divided by a wall that to cross meant certain death. Now it is one thing to be
behind enemy lines, but to live there is another matter. Working behind enemy lines at least brings
the hope of returning to friendly territory or overcoming the enemy completely. But the world we
live in, even in America, we are smack dead center of enemy territory and the enemy isn't going



anywhere, at least not until the Lord comes back and kicks Lucifer's tail. That's right, when your
Christian children are at home, school, daycare, or VBS, they are in enemy territory, belonging to
Lucifer. But, Israel was in the same boat, especially after Nehemiah returned to rebuild the
destroyed vulnerable city of Jerusalem.And they all plotted together to come and fight against
Jerusalem and to cause confusion in it. And we prayed to our God and set a guard as a protection
against them day and night.Nehemiah 4:7-9Now we set a guard.

active shooter training for churches: Winning a Gunfight Tim Rupp, 2016-10-11 Career
police officer and author Tim Rupp has been on both sides of a gunfight--being investigated after
being in a gunfight and investigating citizens and officers who have been in shootings. Drawing from
personal and professional experiences as a patrol officer, homicide detective, and police sergeant,
Rupp takes you through what you'll face in a gunfight. Before picking up a gun for personal
protection or the protection of others you need to prepare yourself for what you'll face before,
during, and after a gunfight. Winning a Gunfight prepares you ethically, mentally, and tactically how
to win a gunfight.

active shooter training for churches: Safe Sanctuaries Joy Thornburg Melton, 2008 The
Only Resource of Its Kind Is Now Two Bestsellers in One! Tragically, churches have not always been
safe places for children or youth or vulnerable adults. With this in mind, attorney, pastor, and author
Melton outlines a process for developing policies and procedures to recognize and reduce the risk of
abuse in the church. Safe Sanctuaries combines and expands information from two of her earlier
groundbreaking books, which focused, separately, on children and teens. Safe Sanctuaries is the
most helpful resource I have found dealing with this troubling topic, says one minister.
Straightforward yet non-threatening, the information is helpful for all denominations and
congregations of faith. Practical guidance is provided in developing and implementing a substantive,
holistic action plan of abuse prevention: recruiting, screening and working with volunteers training
models for all who work with children, youth, and vulnerable adults suggestions for congregational
response to unthinkable allegations of abuse order of worship celebrating the adoption of Safe
Sanctuaries policies Melton's transformative, relevant, and foundational resource will train leaders
in what they need to know to stay safe and keep the vulnerable in their care safe. This revised
edition now features updated and timely information about protecting young people from online
predators.

active shooter training for churches: Praying Safe Grant Cunningham, Joshua Gideon,
2018-12-10 Starting from scratch, this book serves as a blueprint to developing, implementing, and
maintaining safety plans for places of worship. Whether the threat is an active shooter, a medical
emergency, or a natural disaster, Praying Safe shows how to prepare for the worst - while hoping for
the best.

active shooter training for churches: How to Survive an Active Killer Aaron Jannetti,
2017-12-04 Incidents of mass violence are not new and are unfortunately not rare, yet our avoidance
of these realities is quite common. If we don't acknowledge this truth about the violence present in
society today, how can we be prepared to face it? This book takes a true look at what your options
are for dealing with an active shooter event. Across the United States, businesses, schools, and
communities may provide a video to watch or brief presentation to attend on dealing with active
killers, often with the message of run, hide, fight, but the training generally stops there. What
happens when we need to utilize the principles presented? These conversations don't bring us closer
to surviving active shooter events, and ignoring the reality of violence doesn't keep us safe. This
book endeavors to instruct you on all aspects of responding to an active shooter situation. You'll
learn about planning, evading, and finding a secure place to barricade or cover, along with unarmed
fighting, considerations for using a defensive weapon, how to give life-saving medical care, how to
interact with law enforcement, how to cope with the aftermath, and where to begin your training.
It's a guide to preparing yourself and those you care about for these events, but it's only the first
step. What you do with the information is up to you. Your safety is your responsibility! Aaron Jannetti
is the owner of Endeavor Defense and Fitness in Columbus, OH. His team teaches unarmed and



armed self-defense, as well as strength and conditioning. He holds black belts, instructor diplomas,
and numerous certifications and has traveled the US teaching active shooter response at
universities, businesses, and communities in more than 30 different states. He brings the knowledge
gained from this hands-on work with students from all walks of life back to his team to challenge the
ways they teach and bring the best possible instruction to their community.

active shooter training for churches: Crazy Love Francis Chan, 2013-04-01 Revised &
Updated Edition! God is love. Crazy, relentless, all-powerful love. Have you ever wondered if we're
missing it? It's crazy, if you think about it. The God of the universe—the Creator of nitrogen and pine
needles, galaxies and E-minor—loves us with a radical, unconditional, self-sacrificing love. And what
is our typical response? We go to church, sing songs, and try not to cuss. Whether you've verbalized
it yet or not, we all know something's wrong. Does something deep inside your heart long to break
free from the status quo? Are you hungry for an authentic faith that addresses the problems of our
world with tangible, even radical, solutions? God is calling you to a passionate love relationship with
Himself. Because the answer to religious complacency isn't working harder at a list of do's and
don'ts—it's falling in love with God. And once you encounter His love, as Francis describes it, you
will never be the same. Because when you're wildly in love with someone, it changes everything.
Learn more about Crazy Love at www.crazylovebook.com.

active shooter training for churches: Securing Church Operations Simon Osamoh,
2020-08-20 Securing Church Operations is a seven-step plan for ministry and safety leaders. If you
are just starting a safety program or have had one established for many years, the seven steps will
encourage and engage you to look deeper into the governance and accountability of your church
operations, no matter the size of your church. Factors such as culture, environment, beliefs, and
denial are some of the things that are challenging to govern in security ministry. The seven steps
provide the answer in how to maintain an open and welcoming environment but secure your church
operations. The topics covered in this book include security culture, forming a safety committee,
protecting your perimeter, conducting a security assessment, writing policy and procedures, training
staff and volunteers, and implementing a safety team.The Author, Simon Osamoh was overseeing
counterterrorism at Mall of America in Minnesota in 2012 when a local church asked for his help
building a safety program. As a 20-year security practitioner and a Christian, helping this church
created a passion to go on to help hundreds of churches across America to build safety programs. In
Securing Church Operations he shares his years of best practice teaching safety and security
methodology from a biblical perspective. Foreword by Carl Chinn the Founder of the Faith Based
Security Network

active shooter training for churches: Active Shooters in Houses of Worship Vinny Green,
2020-10-01 This book is written by experienced staff at the G-Square International Training
Academy in an effort to address the growing presence of active shooters in houses of worship. The
content is intended to offer options and thoughtful guidance to the well over fifty thousand houses of
worship of all denominations, beliefs, and sects that exist in the United States. It is also our belief
that the content has a global value in addressing this menace. It is our fervent prayer that this
publication will bring insight to leadership, members, and visitors who may be entrapped in an
active shooter or other life-threatening situation while attending services or other activities in
houses of worship. We hope to achieve this by discussing current best practices being developed to
combat the active-shooter phenomenon, as well as presenting the best course of action to take when
first responders and additional support arrive. This publication is not intended to be an exhaustive
accounting of all available options. It is G-Square's God-inspired effort to present the reader with
possibilities that can contribute to survival in the demon-inspired actions of an active shooter and
other life-threatening events.

active shooter training for churches: Active Shooter Events and Response John P. Blair,
Terry Nichols, David Burns, John R. Curnutt, 2013-06-12 The Columbine tragedy on April 20, 1999
began a new era in law enforcement as it became apparent that the police response to such mass
shootings must be drastically altered. By the time the Sandy Hook Elementary School shooting




occurred on December 14, 2012, outdated police response strategies had been replaced with new,
aggressive tactics used by the first officers on the scene. The frequency with which these events
occur remind us time and again about the importance of training and preparing for these critical
situations before they occur in our own backyards. Active Shooter Events and Response is one of the
first attempts to not only discuss historic active shooter events, but also to actually dissect some of
them—empowering law enforcement professionals by leveraging the essential knowledge and
experience of those who have gone before us. The book also offers insight into the training
methodologies and strategies used to prepare our nation’s first responders to address the active
shooter threat. In addition, the authors discuss the clear and present threat of terrorist
organizations using these mass shooter tactics on American soil—similar to the attacks in Beslan,
Russia and Mumbai, India. Written by members of the Advanced Law Enforcement Rapid Response
Training (ALERRT) Center at Texas State University, this book is the culmination of more than a
decade’s worth of training and research into active shooter events and represents state-of-the-art,
evidence-based best practices.

active shooter training for churches: You Can Write a Step-by-Step House of Worship
Emergency Safety and Security Plan Lauren Holley-Allen, MA PSA, 2021-10-20 EVERYTHING
YOU NEED TO KNOW TO WRITE AN EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT SAFETY AND SECURITY PLAN
FOR YOUR HOUSE OF WORSHIP OR PLACE OF BUSINESS Do you know what to do in case of an
emergency? If a hate crime occurs in your house of worship, or a natural disaster hits it, or a deadly
virus suddenly threatens your congregation, would you know what to do? This one-of-a-kind book
gathers all the information you need to know to protect your congregation or business in one handy
volume. Using easy-to-follow, non-technical language, it will prepare you to write, plan, and train
colleagues within your congregation or organization to face whatever emergency presents itself with
confidence. The information in this book applies to various faiths, houses of worship, and interfaith
organizations, and its appeal extends beyond the walls of your house of worship by providing
actionable guidance to: Anyone interested in the training, safety, and security fields First responders
Government agencies Emergency management professionals Planning professionals Mental health
professionals School administrators Our world is an unpredictable place, and you never know where
the next threat might come from. But with the powerful information revealed in this book, you will
be prepared for it when it does. LAUREN HOLLEY-ALLEN is a retired psychiatrist assistant and
trained administrator with the State of Maryland. She has worked as state training officer for the
Maryland Emergency Management Agency and director of Education and Training for the
Department of Mental Health and Hygiene. Mrs. Holley-Allen's career spans over thirty years of
state service, in which she first joined as a master's-level psychologist in 1985. Additionally, she
worked as a consultant for Glass Health Systems and Union Memorial Hospital. She developed and
taught diversity Training for psychiatric interns who worked in emergency rooms with physically and
emotionally challenged minority patients. She provided psychiatric consultation and training for area
hospitals, nursing homes, and in special education schools with students and faculty. She lives in
Towson, Maryland.

active shooter training for churches: Security and Risk Assessment for Facility and Event
Managers Stacey Hall, James M. McGee, Walter E. Cooper, 2022-12 Security and Risk Assessment
for Facility and Event Managers introduces a risk assessment framework that helps readers identify
and plan for potential security threats, develop countermeasures and emergency response
strategies, and implement training programs to prepare staff.

active shooter training for churches: Make My Church Safe Sam Rainer, 2024-10-29 A
concise guide to the best practices in making your church safe for members and attendees of all
ages. Every church should be a safe space for everyone who comes in. Every church should also be
equipping people to confront the powers of darkness and help those in trouble. Unfortunately, far
too many churches are unsafe internally, which leaves them unprepared to confront external
dangers. An unsafe church creates a toxic environment that works against the gospel. A safe church
is battle-ready to combat the worst of the world’s problems. Make My Church Safe by respected



pastor, Sam Rainer, is designed to be a brief and general overview of the best practices regarding
church safety for a broad audience. In the book, you’ll learn: how to recognize the telltale signs of
abuse how to set up a system for training volunteers how to provide true accountability for leaders
and pastors how to move forward after a moral failure occurs the ten nonnegotiable rules of safety
around children and students

active shooter training for churches: The Doctrines and Discipline of the African
Methodist Episcopal Church African Methodist Episcopal Church, 2017-05-01 Published in 1817,
The Doctrines and Discipline of the African Methodist Episcopal Church was the first definitive guide
to the history, beliefs, teachings, and practices of the African Methodist Episcopal Church.
Beginning with a brief history, the book moves into a presentation of the Articles of Religion,
including the Trinity, the Word of God, Resurrection, the Holy Spirit, scripture, original sin and free
will, justification, works, the church, purgatory, the sacraments, baptism, the Lord's Supper,
marriage, church ceremonies, and government. Immediately following the articles is an extended
four-part catechism that more fully explicates the meanings and implications of the doctrinal
statements. A DOCSOUTH BOOK. This collaboration between UNC Press and the University of
North Carolina at Chapel Hill Library brings classic works from the digital library of Documenting
the American South back into print. DocSouth Books uses the latest digital technologies to make
these works available in paperback and e-book formats. Each book contains a short summary and is
otherwise unaltered from the original publication. DocSouth Books provide affordable and easily
accessible editions to a new generation of scholars, students, and general readers.

active shooter training for churches: Krav Maga Gershon Ben Keren, 2014-12-23 Krav
Maga: Real World Solutions to Real World Violence presents a no-nonsense approach to neutralizing
attackers in close quarters. Author Gershon Ben Keren explains the philosophy behind the Krav
Maga method, which is the basis of the Israel Defense Force's (IDF) devastating close combat
system. This book lays out a systematic approach to self-defense and provides illustrated
confrontation scenarios paired with tailored practical responses. Accompanied by clear,
easy-to-follow photographs, practical combat skills are described in step-by-step detail, along with
the movement patterns needed to make them effective in real-life settings. All of the photos in the
book were shot in real-time, demonstrating what realistic movements--both from the attacker's and
defender's perspective--look like. Where applicable, techniques have been shot in the scenarios in
which they occur such as bars, restrooms, ATMs, etc. The situational components of such violent
incidents are explained, so the reader can learn to identify, predict, and avoid violence before it
occurs. Contents of this Krav Maga book include: What is Krav Maga? Krav Maga Yashir
Introduction to author Gershon Ben Keren Basic Skills (Stances, Movement, Blocking and
Striking)--The Timeline of Violence; Controlling Range; Relative Body Positioning; Groin Kick;
Driving Knee Self-Defense Scenarios--Knife Disarming; Gun to Front of Body; Abductions and
Hostage Taking; Knife Shank; Improvised Weapons Unarmed Assaults and Dynamic Components of
Violence--Preventing a Front Headlock; Applying an Effective Guillotine; Defending Knees in a
Clinch and more!

active shooter training for churches: Campus Attacks Federal Bureau of Investigation, U. S.
Secret Service, U. S. Department of Education, 2019-07-16 In response to the Virginia Tech incident
on April 16, 2007, former cabinet Secretaries Michael Leavitt and Margaret Spellings, and former
Attorney General Alberto Gonzales submitted the Report to the President on Issues Raised by the
Virginia Tech Tragedy dated June 13, 2007. The report included a recommendation that the U.S.
Secret Service (Secret Service), the U.S. Department of Education, and the Federal Bureau of
Investigation (FBI) explore the issue of violence at institutions of higher education (IHEs).
Accordingly, we initiated a collaborative effort to understand the nature of this violence and identify
ways of preventing future attacks that would affect our nation's colleges and universities.

active shooter training for churches: 10 Minutes to Live Michael Julian PPS, CSP,,
2018-01-18 Active shooter mass killings have become a horrible reality in our society and no place is
immune to them. In this book, Michael Julian, CPI, PPS, CSP shares how essential the appropriate



actions you take in the first ten minutes of an active shooting can be for your survival. How every
second counts to stay alive. Julian provides simple tools to help you in the event you find yourself in
this type of scenario. He teaches you how to prepare yourself using a security mindset, and fight
through your fear with a survival mindset so you can evaluate your situation and react appropriately.
Specifically, Julian shows you how to: Become more aware of your surroundings, Prepare for such an
event by being proactively reactionary, Evaluate an active shooter situation more quickly and
efficiently, Decide and take the best action necessary for your survival, Dominate the attacker, if
necessary, using a kill or be killed mentality, Navigate the chaos that comes after the event, and
Train family, friends, and coworkers how to do the same. Julian's insight helps you prepare for the
worst. This alone could be the difference between life and death in the face of a horrific experience.

active shooter training for churches: Pastor, Church & Law Richard R. Hammar, 1983

active shooter training for churches: Active Shooter Events and Response John P. Blair,
Terry Nichols, David Burns, John R. Curnutt, 2013-06-12 The Columbine tragedy on April 20, 1999
began a new era in law enforcement as it became apparent that the police response to such mass
shootings must be drastically altered. By the time the Sandy Hook Elementary School shooting
occurred on December 14, 2012, outdated police response strategies had been replaced with new,
aggressive tactics used by

active shooter training for churches: God and Guns in America Michael W. Austin,
2020-05-12 What if Christians did more than offer thoughts and prayers in response to gun violence?
Ethicist Michael Austin argues—from a biblical but nonpacifist perspective—that we can impose
firearms restrictions to make our society safer and less fearful while still respecting the rights of gun
owners. God and Guns in America is a thoughtful, measured, and articulate treatment of a polarizing
topic that is too often treated with more heat than light.

active shooter training for churches: Is It My Fault? Lindsey A. Holcomb, Justin S.
Holcomb, 2014-05-01 Is it My Fault? proclaims the gospel of healing and hope to victims who know
too well the depths of destruction and the overwhelming reality of domestic violence. At least one in
every three women have been beaten, coerced into sex, or abused in their lifetime. The effects of
domestic violence are physical, social, emotional, psychological, and spiritual, and can have
long-lasting distressing consequences. It is common for victims of domestic violence to suffer from
ongoing depression and recurring nightmares, self-harm, such as cutting, panic attacks, substance
abuse, and more. This book exists to address the abysmal issues of domestic violence using the
powerful and transforming biblical message of grace and redemption. Is It My Fault? convincingly
shows that the Lord is the only one who can heal the despairing victim. It deals with this devastating
problem and sin honestly and directly without hiding its prevalence today.

active shooter training for churches: This Day In Comedy Frank Holder, Darryl Littleton,
2019-11-04 On This Day in Comedy is not just an encyclopedia, but a celebration of comedy. In
humorous prose the book takes readers through the often-neglected subcultures of comedy in
America, acknowledging the inclusiveness of the performers as well as shows and films that made
this art form so vital to comics of all backgrounds. It's artistically criminal that a search for Native
American or Asian comedy information yields a virtually blank slate. Look for Middle Eastern comics
and you'll be provided information on the region's comic book revolution, and search results for
Latin comedy are confined to a series of outdated articles. This encyclopedia will offer rare and in
some cases never-before-seen photos and obscure facts, making it an indispensable comedy
essential.

active shooter training for churches: Soft Target Hardening Jennifer Hesterman, 2018-12-07
The US government spends billions of dollars to secure strategic and tactical assets at home and
abroad against enemy attack. However, as hard targets such as military installations and
government buildings are further strengthened, vulnerable soft targets are increasingly in the
crosshairs of terrorists and violent criminals. Attacks on crowded spaces such as churches, schools,
malls, transportation hubs, and recreational venues result in more casualties and have a powerful
effect on the psyche of the populace. Soft Target Hardening: Protecting People from Attack, Second



Edition, continues the national dialogue started by the first edition by providing case studies, best
practices, and methodologies for identifying soft target vulnerabilities and reducing risk in the
United States and beyond. Soft target attacks steadily climbed in number and scale of violence since
the first edition of this book. New tactics emerged, as terrorists continually hit the reset button with
each attack. In this volatile, ever-changing security environment, plans to protect people and
property must be fluid and adaptable. Along with new hardening tactics, such as the use of tactical
deception to disguise, conceal, and divert, the author has updated the text with new case studies to
reflect and respond to the fast-moving transformation in methods from more complex and organized
forms of terror to simpler, yet still-devastating approaches. This book is a must-read for those who
secure, own, and operate soft target facilities, and for citizens who want to protect themselves and
their families from attack. Soft Target Hardening, Second Edition, was named the ASIS International
Security Industry Book of the Year in 2019.

active shooter training for churches: Finding Comfort During Hard Times Earl Johnson,
2020-03-24 Opportunities to help are all around, and Johnson suggests ways to reach out to others
who are suffering loss, illness, and loneliness. Disasters will continue, and Johnson's informative and
moving book will help readers offer succor. Booklist, Starred Review Finding Comfortis a book about
easing grief and trauma after unimaginable horrors - mass shootings, catastrophic natural disasters
and terrorist acts. Personal recollections of responding to tragedy, combined with a practical
application, Earl Johnson offers readers the tools they need to seek support and offer it to those in
need. The book walks through the life-cycle of disaster care from the first hours and days to the
years that follow. Having been a care provider in a variety of events, Johnson shares valuable
wisdom from those who have worked in the worst situations.Whether you're a first responder, a care
professional, a victim of a disaster, a family member, or following a disaster on television or social
media, Finding Comfort gives readers guidance and support. Readers don’t have to wait for tragedy.
this work helps one be prepared through examples and practical suggestions. This book is a ready
resource to both those in need looking for help and to those wishing to provide it.

active shooter training for churches: Preschool to Prison Elvis Slaughter, 2017-11-03 Are you
wondering how to identify the early indicators of criminal behavior in a child? Do you need
information on how to prevent the cradle to prison pipeline? Preschool to Prison will provide you
with answers to questions and issues relating to risk factors and problem behavior in children and
teenagers and effective handling of such situations. Children and youth tend to follow a path toward
delinquent and criminal behavior, rather than engage in criminal behavior randomly. The path
toward the development of juvenile delinquency provides communities, families, and systems the
opportunity to intervene and help prevent the onset of antisocial behaviors and the involvement of
the justice system (Silverthorn et al., 1999). The best and most effective time to stop the
cradle-to-prison pipeline is as close to the beginning of the pipeline as possible, based on the
growing body of research. Early intervention not only helps prevent the onset of delinquent
behavior, but it also supports the development of youth assets and resilience (Loeber et al., 2003).
Preschool to Prison explains the factors that could lead children, teenagers, and adults to crime and
offers research-based solutions that help deal with criminal behaviors. Always remember, An ounce
of prevention is worth a pound of cure.

Additional Resources
o 1 forcefully i b nctive s

Nov 19, 2019 - T understand that you want to change the active signal resolution for the monitor that
you are using. I would suggest you to refer ...

how to highlight an active row so that I c...
Feb 6, 2025 - It highlights the row and column of whatever your current active cell is. On the View



ribbon select Focus Cell in the Show section to ...

i | . i 1] .
Mar 23, 2023 - In the normal Display settings it simply shows the other external monitors but are a
different faded grey, im assuming to ...

I ve siqnal lution - Mi ¢
Aug 31, 2018 - I set the indicated resolution on each screen but the screen 3 is looking blurry. Go to
"advanced display ...

How to enable ActiveX on Windows 10 - Mic...
Aug 8, 2015 - 1. Do you receive any prompt message to install Active X? 2. Does the issue occur with
particular webpage? Let's try the ...

How do I forcefully change the active signal resolution?
Nov 19, 2019 - T understand that you want to change the active signal resolution for the monitor that
you are using. I would suggest you to refer the troubleshooting steps mentioned below ...

how to highlight an active row so that I can see it clearly and not ...
Feb 6, 2025 - It highlights the row and column of whatever your current active cell is. On the View
ribbon select Focus Cell in the Show section to activate it. Reply if you have additional ...

External monitors detected but not active, how can I fix this?
Mar 23, 2023 - In the normal Display settings it simply shows the other external monitors but are a
different faded grey, im assuming to show they arent active. Cant access refresh rate or alter ...

I ve siqnal lution - Mi o C .
Aug 31, 2018 - I set the indicated resolution on each screen but the screen 3 is looking blurry. Go to
"advanced display settings" and I can see even though the "Desktop resolution" is correctly ...

How to enable ActiveX on Windows 10 - Microsoft Community
Aug 8, 2015 - 1. Do you receive any prompt message to install Active X? 2. Does the issue occur with
particular webpage? Let's try the following and check: Method 1: To enable ActiveX in ...

Anyone get unknowingly charged $99.95 by Active Network?
Not fraud. When you sign up for an event through Active Network, like an ironman race, they'll
sneakily set you up with a 30 day trial to their "Active Advantage" program, which gives ...

Enable ActiveX control in Microsoft Edge latest
Sep 2, 2020 - I work on a web Application which runs only on IE11. Currently, we use ActiveX
control to open Documents (MS word) with in the web application. so far, everything works ...

Message - Active Content is Blocked - Microsoft Community
Mar 5, 2023 - The "active content" in Access refers to any code or macros within the database that
can execute when the file is opened. The message is a security measure designed to ...

Tracking Employee Activity - Microsoft Community
Apr 7, 2020 - Even if it's not tracking their full computer activity, that it is at least tracking a

summary of the overall amount of time that the person is active in teams. You may want to ...

Is this scam? Complete a purchase by May 11, 2025 to keep your ...



Apr 16, 2025 - Complete a purchase by May 11, 2025 to keep your account active (SOLVED) Hello, I
am a small business owner, with just an Microsoft 365 Business Basic licence.
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