
active and concrete verbs in legal
writing

Active and Concrete Verbs in Legal Writing:
Clarity, Precision, and Persuasion

Author: Professor Amelia Hernandez, J.D., Ph.D. Professor Hernandez holds a Juris Doctor
from Harvard Law School and a Ph.D. in Rhetoric and Composition from the University of
California, Berkeley. She is a nationally recognized expert in legal writing and
communication, with over 20 years of experience teaching and researching effective legal
communication strategies.

Keywords: active and concrete verbs in legal writing, legal writing style, legal clarity,
concise legal writing, persuasive legal writing, strong verbs in legal writing, improving legal
writing, effective legal communication

Publisher: The American Bar Association (ABA) Publishing. The ABA is a leading publisher of
legal resources, known for its high standards of scholarship and its commitment to
providing practical guidance to legal professionals.

Editor: Mr. David Chen, J.D., Mr. Chen is a seasoned legal editor with over 15 years of
experience editing legal publications and working with leading legal scholars. He specializes
in improving the clarity and effectiveness of legal writing.

Introduction:

The use of active and concrete verbs is paramount in legal writing. In a field demanding
precision, clarity, and persuasive power, the choice of verbs significantly impacts the
readability, understandability, and overall effectiveness of legal documents. This article
examines the critical role of active and concrete verbs in legal writing, exploring both the
challenges involved in their consistent implementation and the numerous opportunities
they present for enhancing legal communication. Mastering the art of using active and
concrete verbs in legal writing is not merely a stylistic choice; it's a fundamental skill that
separates effective legal prose from muddled and ineffective writing.

H1: The Power of Active Voice in Legal Writing

Legal writing often suffers from passive voice construction, leading to ambiguity and weak
arguments. Passive voice obscures the actor performing the action, weakening the impact
of the statement. For example, “The contract was breached” is weaker than “The defendant
breached the contract.” The latter sentence is more direct, assigns responsibility clearly,
and is consequently more persuasive. Active and concrete verbs in legal writing help to
establish a clear subject-verb relationship, making the writing more concise and impactful.
This clarity is especially crucial in legal documents where precise attribution and



accountability are paramount. Active voice instills confidence and authority, enhancing the
overall credibility of the legal argument.

H2: Choosing Concrete Verbs: Precision and Impact

Beyond the active-passive distinction, the selection of concrete verbs is essential for
achieving precision and impact in legal writing. Vague verbs like “said,” “did,” or “made”
fail to convey the specific action undertaken. Instead, choosing more concrete verbs paints
a vivid picture and strengthens the argument. For example, instead of “The witness made a
statement,” consider “The witness testified,” or even more precisely, “The witness testified
under oath that…” This level of detail is crucial in legal writing, ensuring that the reader has
a clear and accurate understanding of the events described. Active and concrete verbs in
legal writing, therefore, contribute to a more persuasive and compelling narrative.

H3: Challenges in Implementing Active and Concrete Verbs

Despite the benefits, implementing active and concrete verbs consistently presents several
challenges. Legal writing often involves complex concepts and intricate relationships that
can make it difficult to maintain a consistently active and concrete style. The ingrained
habit of using passive voice, particularly in traditional legal training, can be hard to
overcome. Moreover, the need for formality and precision in legal language might
sometimes seem to conflict with the use of more concise and vigorous verbs. Finding the
right balance between formality and concision requires careful consideration and a nuanced
understanding of the specific context. The complexity of legal subject matter often
necessitates longer sentences, which can inadvertently lead to passive constructions.

H4: Opportunities for Improvement through Active and Concrete Verbs

Despite the challenges, the opportunities presented by active and concrete verbs in legal
writing are considerable. The enhanced clarity and precision achieved through this style
lead to improved comprehension and reduced ambiguity. This translates into more efficient
reading and processing of legal documents by judges, opposing counsel, and clients. Active
and concrete verbs contribute significantly to creating a more persuasive and impactful
legal argument. By replacing weak, passive verbs with strong, active counterparts, legal
writers can significantly improve the overall effectiveness of their communication. The
resultant increased clarity reduces the chances of misinterpretations, leading to more
favorable outcomes.

H5: Practical Strategies for Effective Verb Choice

To effectively integrate active and concrete verbs in legal writing, several practical
strategies can be employed. Firstly, regularly review and edit legal documents to identify
and replace passive voice constructions with active ones. Secondly, consult a thesaurus to
identify stronger, more precise alternatives to weak verbs. Thirdly, pay attention to the
specific action being performed and choose a verb that accurately and vividly reflects that
action. Finally, it is important to practice consistently. With consistent effort, legal writers
can effectively incorporate active and concrete verbs into their writing style, resulting in
clearer, more precise, and more persuasive legal arguments. The use of active and
concrete verbs in legal writing is not just about style; it's about effectiveness and achieving



better results.

Conclusion:

The consistent use of active and concrete verbs in legal writing is not simply a matter of
style; it is a crucial element of effective legal communication. While challenges exist in
consistently implementing this style, especially in complex legal contexts, the significant
opportunities for improved clarity, precision, and persuasiveness outweigh any difficulties.
By consciously choosing strong verbs and adopting active voice constructions, legal writers
can enhance the readability and impact of their work, ultimately leading to more successful
outcomes in legal proceedings. Mastering the use of active and concrete verbs in legal
writing is a key skill that every legal professional should strive to develop.

FAQs:

What is the difference between active and passive voice? Active voice emphasizes the1.
subject performing the action (e.g., "The lawyer filed the motion"), while passive voice
emphasizes the action itself, often omitting the actor (e.g., "The motion was filed").

Why is active voice preferred in legal writing? Active voice is clearer, more concise,1.
and more direct, making it easier to understand and more persuasive.

How can I identify passive voice in my writing? Look for sentences with a form of the1.
verb "to be" (is, are, was, were, been) followed by a past participle.

What are some examples of concrete verbs in legal writing? Instead of "made a1.
statement," use "testified," "affirmed," or "alleged." Instead of "had a meeting," use
"conferred," "negotiated," or "litigated."

How can I improve my use of active and concrete verbs? Regularly review and edit1.
your work, using a thesaurus to find stronger verb alternatives and actively seeking
out passive voice constructions to revise.

Does using active and concrete verbs make legal writing less formal? Not necessarily.1.
Formal language can still be achieved while using strong, active verbs.



Are there exceptions where passive voice is acceptable in legal writing? Yes,1.
sometimes passive voice is necessary for emphasis on the action rather than the
actor, or to avoid assigning blame prematurely.

How does the use of active and concrete verbs impact the persuasiveness of legal1.
arguments? Active and concrete verbs create a more direct and forceful presentation,
increasing the impact and persuasiveness of arguments.

Can software tools help identify and correct passive voice? Yes, several grammar and1.
style checkers can identify passive voice and suggest active alternatives.

Related Articles:

"The Art of Persuasion: Mastering Active Voice in Legal Briefs": This article delves into1.
the persuasive power of active voice in legal briefs, offering practical exercises and
examples.

"Conciseness and Clarity: Eliminating Wordiness in Legal Writing Through Strong1.
Verbs": This article focuses on achieving conciseness by selecting strong, precise
verbs, reducing wordiness and improving clarity.

"Beyond the Basics: Advanced Techniques for Using Active and Concrete Verbs in1.
Legal Documents": This article explores more complex applications of active and
concrete verbs in various legal contexts.

"The Impact of Verb Choice on Judicial Decisions: A Case Study Analysis": This article1.
examines the correlation between verb choice and judicial rulings, highlighting the
significance of precise language.

"Style Guide for Effective Legal Writing: A Focus on Verb Usage": This article provides1.



a comprehensive style guide focused on verb usage, offering clear guidelines and
examples.

"Active Voice and Concrete Verbs in Contract Drafting: Preventing Ambiguity and1.
Disputes": This article explores the critical role of strong verbs in drafting clear and
unambiguous contracts.

"Improving Legal Writing Through Active Voice and Precise Diction": This article1.
emphasizes the synergistic effect of active voice and precise diction in achieving
effective legal writing.

"The Use of Active and Concrete Verbs in Appellate Advocacy": This article specifically1.
addresses the application of active and concrete verbs in persuasive appellate briefs
and oral arguments.

"Teaching Legal Writing: Practical Strategies for Improving Students’ Use of Active and1.
Concrete Verbs": This article offers pedagogical strategies for instructors teaching
legal writing to improve their students' use of active and concrete verbs.

  active and concrete verbs in legal writing: Basic Legal Writing for Paralegals Hope Viner
Samborn, 2020-02-02 Basic Legal Writing for Paralegals, Sixth Edition, teaches students the skills
they need to effectively work with cases, legal authorities, documents, and professional
correspondence. Samborn and Yelin guide students through the writing process, using the objective
memo as a teaching tool. At every stage of a well-defined writing process, the authors provide lucid
explanations, visual aids, and plenty of examples. With practice exercises throughout the book,
students can develop the skills that will become indispensable to their careers as paralegals. New to
the Sixth Edition: New and refreshed exercises Streamlined presentation, making the material even
more accessible and teachable Updated website resources Revised and updated chapter on Case
Briefing and Analysis Expanded coverage of email and e-memos Professors and students will benefit
from: Thorough and readable coverage of case briefs, legal memoranda, correspondence, and
persuasive writing A practical approach that emphasizes the role of the paralegal, and how different
types of legal writing are used in practice Step-by-step instruction that guides students through
every stage of the writing process, from pre-writing planning to drafting and revising An overview of
the legal system that shows how different forms of legal writing are used in different contexts
Synthesizing and presenting legal authorities How to use the IRAC method of legal analysis
Examples, exhibits, writing tips, exercises, ethics alerts, practice pointers, and web resources
Additional student resources in its appendices on citation rules and writing strategies



  active and concrete verbs in legal writing: Level Up Your Legal Writing Joseph Regalia,
2024-09-15 Effective and succinct, Level Up Your Legal Writing: Techniques and Technology to
Supercharge Your Skills, is your guide to leveling up every aspect of your legal writing. Grounded in
a decade of research, these tools have been used successfully used by author Joe Regalia, as a
founder of Write.law, to train students, lawyers, and judges in leveling up their writing style,
developing their own authentic voice, connecting with their reader, leveraging technology, and
learning to enjoy the writing process once again--or for the first time. A forward-thinking, integrated
approach to the role of technology prepares you to thrive in today's rapidly evolving, high-tech legal
landscape. Professors and students will benefit from: Complete coverage of legal writing, from rule
synthesis and storytelling to the mechanics of writing and advanced rhetorical style Leveling up the
structure, design, and style of legal documents, with sample memos, motions, and briefs Examples
throughout that illustrate every concept and technique The how and why of each technique, so you
can make informed choices when using them A step-by-step guide to the writing process, from
brainstorming and outlining to drafting and editing your final product Appropriate uses for
technology throughout the writing process
  active and concrete verbs in legal writing: The Legal Writing Workshop , 2010-01-04 Better
writing, one case at a time. Professors of legal writing, rhetoric, and technical writing, Katie Guest
Pryal and Jordynn Jack have created a manual for improving all stages of the legal writing process,
from the invention of strong legal arguments to the crafting of eloquence and style.
  active and concrete verbs in legal writing: Legal Method and Writing I Charles R. Calleros,
Kimberly Y.W. Holst, 2022-01-31 Legal Method and Writing, Ninth Edition
  active and concrete verbs in legal writing: The Mindful Legal Writer Heidi K. Brown,
2016-09-16 Combining two groundbreaking texts for predictive and persuasive writing in one
volume, The Mindful Legal Writer: Mastering Predictive and Persuasive Writing, raises awareness of
important elements in the legal writing process—such as pacing, purpose, context, analysis, logic,
and clarity. Progressing from a mastery of the basics to a professional level of legal communication
in client representation and advocacy, Heidi K. Brown’s classroom-tested pedagogy illustrates the
pivotal role of written communication for lawyers.
  active and concrete verbs in legal writing: Legal Writing Handbook Laurel Currie Oates,
Anne Enquist, Jeremy Francis, 2021-01-31 With the authors’ effective step-by-step approach, The
Legal Writing Handbook:Analysis, Research, and Writing walks students through each of the stages
of the writing process from pre-writing, drafting, and editing, to the final draft. A leading text for
generations of law students, the Eighth Edition gives students a head start as they move into
practice. The Legal Writing Handbook offers a complete resource on legal writing. Part I provides
students with an introduction to the U.S. Legal System; Part II gives an overview of legal research,
with both an introduction to sources and to research strategies; Part III introduces students to
predictive memos, e-memos, and client letters; Part IV covers motion briefs; Part V offers an
overview of appellate briefs; Part VI introduces oral advocacy; Part VII is a guide to effective writing;
Part VIII is a guide to correct writing; and Part IX focuses on the needs of ESL writers. With a new
streamlined organization and completely updated content, this is the only book on legal writing
students will ever need. New to the Eighth Edition: Streamlined organization with chapters focused
on key topics New appendix with easy reference to all the Quick Tips to improve legal writing
Updated and added discussion throughout the book on the role of bias in legal language and
argumentation A new chapter introducing rhetoric and bias Professors and student will benefit from:
Given the breadth of coverage, the book can be easily adapted for two-, three-, or four-semester
programs. Multiple examples and sample documents—this text demystifies legal writing. Helpful
overview of the American legal system Step-by-step instruction on how to write formal memos,
e-memos, and opinion letters Step-by-step instruction on how to write motion and appellate briefs
In-depth instruction on how to write and edit effectively and correctly Resources for ESL law
students With online Connected Coursebook access, students receive additional exercises with
sample answers and other helpful resources.



  active and concrete verbs in legal writing: Legal Writing Richard K. Neumann Jr., J. Lyn
Entrikin, Sheila Simon, 2019-02-07 Written in a style that engages students, Legal Writing, Fourth
Edition by Richard K. Neumann Jr., Sheila Simon, and Suzianne D. Painter-Thorne, includes
outstanding coverage on organizing analysis according to the CREAC formula (also known as the
paradigm), the writing process, storytelling techniques, rule analysis, statutory interpretation, and
professionalism. In addition, the book has a dynamic website where student resources include Sheila
Simon’s famed lasagna presentation, classroom and independent exercises, self-assessment
checklists, and other learning tools. New to the Fourth Edition: Shorter, more focused chapters New
sample documents A motion memo from a ground-breaking marriage equality case Professors and
students will benefit from: The compact, conversational tone Short, accessible assignments and
exercises Checklists that help students assess their own writing An interesting mix of theory and
reality
  active and concrete verbs in legal writing: The Legal Research and Writing Handbook
Andrea B. Yelin, Hope Viner Samborn, 2022-04-19 The Legal Research and Writing Handbook by
Andrea B. Yelin and Hope Viner Samborn offers a time- tested introduction to the basics of this
essential paralegal skill With clear explanations, examples, and visual aids, The Legal Research and
Writing Handbook offers complete coverage of a complex subject in a student-friendly, accessible
text. In this thoroughly updated new edition, Yelin and Samborn continue to keep pace with legal
research, citation, and technology in today’s law firms. This practical text focuses on efficient
research processes and techniques for both traditional and electronic sources, along with
step-by-step instruction through each stage of the legal writing process, from prewriting strategies,
to revising. The authors provide in-depth coverage of the IRAC method, as well as how to write legal
memoranda and legal correspondence. Throughout, the text focuses on the practical skills
paralegals need to know. The text is enhanced with examples and visual aids, expert writing and
practice tips, hands-on exercises, ethics alerts, up-to-date web resources, and easy-to-navigate page
design. Excellent exercises are provided to reinforce student learning. New to the Ninth Edition:
Coverage of electronic resources is updated and expanded, reflecting how paralegals do research
today. Includes new and expanded coverage of Online Topical Classifications Systems and
Researching Statutes Online. Thoroughly updated, with latest information on research sources and
methods Streamlined chapter on Research Strategy, focused on how paralegals conduct research
today New and refreshed exhibits Revised exercises in each chapter Professors and students will
benefit from: Thoughtful revision that reflects how paralegals do research today Detailed discussion
of how to use legal authorities in legal communications and how to synthesize them and present
them to attorneys. Exhibits, practical tips, updated exercises, and web resources in every chapter.
Excellent pedagogy for students includes Net Notes, Ethics Alerts, and Practice Pointers included
throughout Examples that provide useful models for students Subheadings provide quick access to
topics Helpful appendix on Citation
  active and concrete verbs in legal writing: Legal Writing Richard K. Neumann, Sheila Simon,
Suzianne D. Painter-Thorne, 2023-01-31 Engaging text for legal writing written with today’s student
in mind Written in a style that engages students, Legal Writing, Fifth Edition, includes outstanding
coverage on organizing analysis according to the CREAC formula, the writing process, storytelling
techniques, rule analysis, statutory interpretation, and professionalism. In addition, the book has
dynamic student resources including classroom and independent exercises, self-assessment
checklists, and other learning tools. The purchase of this ebook edition does not entitle you to
receive access to the Connected eBook with Study Center on CasebookConnect. You will need to
purchase a new print book to get access to the full experience, including: lifetime access to the
online ebook with highlight, annotation, and search capabilities; practice questions from your
favorite study aids; an outline tool and other helpful resources. New to the Fifth Edition: Chapters
are carefully edited and streamlined, providing focused coverage of the entire writing process New
Sample Appellate Brief in Appendix D Clearer presentation of statutory interpretation and rule
analysis in legal writing Professors and students will benefit from: The compact, conversational tone



Short, accessible assignments and exercises Checklists that help students assess their own writing
An engaging mix of theory and reality Coverage featuring: Storytelling techniques in persuasive
argument The CREAC formula for organizing analysis The role of persuasive point headings in
constructing an argument Elements of professionalism that must be considered
  active and concrete verbs in legal writing: Plain English for Lawyers Richard C. Wydick,
1998
  active and concrete verbs in legal writing: Legal Writing Style Henry Weihofen, 1980 Topics
in this law school text include a section on writing law school and bar examinations, amplified
material on sentence structure and organization, and drafting principles. The book is equally suited
for use in courses that concentrate on brief-writing, emphasize formal legal documents, or
concentrate on the writing of memoranda or papers similar to law review comments. Also includes
chapters on forcefulness, arranging words for emphasis, Opinions, and The Jurisdictional statement.
  active and concrete verbs in legal writing: Clarity for Lawyers Mark Adler, Daphne Perry,
2017 Guiding the reader through the pitfalls of legal writing, Adler explains how to prevent
ambiguity and mistakes, therefore saving time and getting the message across effectively.
  active and concrete verbs in legal writing: Legal Writing in Plain English Bryan A. Garner,
2013-08-26 “This easy-to-follow guide is useful both as a general course of instruction and as a
targeted aid in solving particular legal writing problems.” —Harvard Law Review Clear, concise,
down-to-earth, and powerful—all too often, legal writing embodies none of these qualities. Its
reputation for obscurity and needless legalese is widespread. For more than twenty years, Bryan A.
Garner’s Legal Writing in Plain English has helped address this problem by providing lawyers,
judges, paralegals, law students, and legal scholars with sound advice and practical tools for
improving their written work. The leading guide to clear writing in the field, this indispensable
volume encourages legal writers to challenge conventions and offers valuable insights into the
writing process that will appeal to other professionals: how to organize ideas, create and refine
prose, and improve editing skills. Accessible and witty, Legal Writing in Plain English draws on
real-life writing samples that Garner has gathered through decades of teaching. Trenchant advice
covers all types of legal materials, from analytical and persuasive writing to legal drafting, and the
book’s principles are reinforced by sets of basic, intermediate, and advanced exercises in each
section. In this new edition, Garner preserves the successful structure of the original while adjusting
the content to make it even more classroom-friendly. He includes case examples from the past
decade and addresses the widespread use of legal documents in electronic formats. His book
remains the standard guide for producing the jargon-free language that clients demand and courts
reward. “Those who are willing to approach the book systematically and to complete the exercises
will see dramatic improvements in their writing.” —Law Library Journal
  active and concrete verbs in legal writing: Legal Writing by Design Teresa J. Reid Rambo,
Leanne J. Pflaum, 2001 Through easily understandable hypotheticals, outlines, and writing samples,
Legal Writing by Design demonstrates how to transform ideas into writing. It demystifies the writing
process by explaining the design of deductive and inductive reasoning, as well as analogical
thinking. Once that design is understood, writing becomes easy. Legal Writing by Design is unique in
that it explains how to transform thoughts into writing by explaining the link between thinking and
writing. It doesn't just tell the reader to argue by analogy or apply the rule--it explains the design of
the thinking involved in those processes and shows how to transform that design into writing. In
clear terms, Rambo and Pflaum give readers the confidence and direction to apply the reasoning
skills they already possess to legal writing. It is not only an excellent writing and appellate practice
text, but also useful for any practicing attorney...anyone who needs to write clearly and persuasively
could use this excellent guide. - Law Library Journal, Spring 2002
  active and concrete verbs in legal writing: Legal Reasoning, Writing, and Persuasive
Argument Robin Wellford Slocum, 2006
  active and concrete verbs in legal writing: Elegant Legal Writing Ryan McCarl, 2024-02-06
Elegant Legal Writing helps attorneys elevate their writing from passable to polished. Drawing on



ideas from cognitive science, stylistics, and litigation strategy, the book teaches practical techniques
by example using fast-paced chapters. Readers will learn the essentials of effective legal
composition: Writing clear, efficient prose Crafting strong arguments Telling a client's story through
a compelling narrative Overcoming procrastination and drafting more productively Readability,
aesthetics, and argumentation are intertwined. Ryan McCarl shows how litigation documents that
are easier and more pleasant to read are more likely to persuade judges and other busy readers. The
book also discusses parts of legal writing that many guides overlook, including sentence mechanics,
writing technology, and typography.
  active and concrete verbs in legal writing: Business and Professional Writing: A Basic
Guide - Second Edition Paul MacRae, 2019-05-01 Straightforward, practical, and focused on
realistic examples, Business and Professional Writing: A Basic Guide is an introduction to the
fundamentals of professional writing. The book emphasizes clarity, conciseness, and plain language.
Guidelines and templates for business correspondence, formal and informal reports, brochures and
press releases, and oral presentations are included. Exercises guide readers through the process of
creating and revising each genre, and helpful tips, reminders, and suggested resources beyond the
book are provided throughout. The second edition includes new sections on information security and
ethics in business writing. New formal proposal examples have been added, and the text has been
updated throughout.
  active and concrete verbs in legal writing: Developing International EFL/ESL Scholarly
Writers Donna Bain Butler, 2015-03-30 This study had a research purpose and a pedagogical
purpose. Research disclosed the dynamic, changing nature of (learner-internal and learner-external)
variables that influence strategic competence for developing EFL/ESL writers. This competence was
found necessary for international graduate students to move from writer-centered learning to
reader-centered communication. The research instruments proved to be practical tools for guiding
learners' processes of learning and writing a scholarly paper or article and avoiding plagiarism. The
implication for teachers and program administrators is a systematic approach for developing
self-regulation (control) in EFL/ESL writing. The first part of the book reports on the mixed methods
(quantitative and qualitative) research. The second part gives an in-depth report of the 6 cases used
in the research. The third part presents tools for systematically developing self-regulation in
scholarly (and academic) writing with (a) student and teacher checklists for formative assessment
that are valid and reliable; and (b) a model syllabus for teachers that can be adapted across
disciplines and genres. These tools deal with learning strategies and their applications to writing
and writing instruction.
  active and concrete verbs in legal writing: Effective Legal Writing Gertrude Block, 1992
Understanding Court Opinions and Writing Case Briefs; Grammar and Meaning; Legal Writing Style;
Reasoning Legally; Preparing a Inter-office Memo; Writing an Appellate Brief; How to Organize and
Develop a Thesis; How to Do Your Best in Final Examinations.
  active and concrete verbs in legal writing: The Elements of Legal Style Bryan A. Garner,
2002 Focusing on the argumentative, narrative, and descriptive style found in legal briefs and
judicial opinions, this text should be a thought provoking examination of effective argumentation in
law.
  active and concrete verbs in legal writing: Point Made Ross Guberman, 2014-04 In Point
Made, Ross Guberman uses the work of great advocates as the basis of a valuable, step-by-step
brief-writing and motion-writing strategy for practitioners. The author takes an empirical approach,
drawing heavily on the writings of the nation's 50 most influential lawyers.
  active and concrete verbs in legal writing: Elements of Legal Writing Martha Faulk, Irving
M. Mehler, 1996-05 This easy-to-use primer lays out 135 principles of clear writing, dictation, tone,
grammar, syntax, organization, and format. Filled with before-and-after examples and illustrations
from the legal world, the book is both a welcome refresher for the practicing lawyer and an
indispensable reference for anyone in the legal profession.
  active and concrete verbs in legal writing: The Public Relations Writer's Handbook



Merry Aronson, Don Spetner, Carol Ames, 2010-12-28 The second edition of the Public
RelationsWriters Handbook offers a simple, step-by-step approach to creating a wide range of
writing, from basic news releases, pitch letters, biographies, and media alerts, to more complex and
sophisticated speeches, media campaign proposals, crisis responses, and in-house publications. In
addition, the thoroughly expanded and updated second edition shows how to keep up with the best
practices of the public relations profession, as well as with the speed made possible and required by
the digital age.
  active and concrete verbs in legal writing: Our Word Is Our Bond Marianne Constable,
2014-06-18 Words can be misspoken, misheard, misunderstood, or misappropriated; they can be
inappropriate, inaccurate, dangerous, or wrong. When speech goes wrong, law often steps in as
itself a speech act or series of speech acts. Our Word Is Our Bond offers a nuanced approach to
language and its interaction and relations with modern law. Marianne Constable argues that, as
language, modern law makes claims and hears claims of justice and injustice, which can admittedly
go wrong. Constable proposes an alternative to understanding law as a system of rules, or as
fundamentally a policy-making and problem-solving tool. Constable introduces and develops insights
from Austin, Cavell, Reinach, Nietzsche, Derrida and Heidegger to show how claims of law are
performative and passionate utterances or social acts that appeal implicitly to justice. Our Word Is
Our Bond explains that neither law nor justice are what lawyers and judges say, nor what officials
and scholars claim they are. However inadequate our law and language may be to the world,
Constable argues that we know our world and name our ways of living and being in it through law
and language. Justice today, however impossible to define and difficult to determine, depends on
relations we have with one another through language and on the ways in which legal speech—the
claims and responses that we make to one another in the name of the law—acts.
  active and concrete verbs in legal writing: Legal English Rupert Haigh, 2018-06-14 English
is the dominant language of international business relations, and a good working knowledge of the
language is essential for today’s legal or business professional. Legal English provides a highly
practical approach to the use of English in commercial legal contexts, and covers crucial law
terminology and legal concepts. Written with the needs of both students and practitioners in mind,
this book is particularly suitable for readers whose first language is not English but need to use
English on a regular basis in legal contexts. The book covers both written and oral legal
communication in typical legal situations in a straightforward manner. As well as including chapters
on grammar and punctuation for legal writing, the book features sections on contract-drafting,
language for negotiation, meetings and telephone conversations. This edition contains additional
troubleshooting tips for legal writing, guidance on good style, and new sections on writing law
essays and applying for legal positions.
  active and concrete verbs in legal writing: The Lawyer’s Style Guide Peter Butt, 2021-02-25
Clarity and precision in legal writing are essential skills in the practice and study of law. This book
offers a straightforward, practical guide to effective legal style from a world-leading expert. The
book is thoughtfully structured to explain the elements of good legal writing and its most effective
use. It catalogues all aspects of legal style, topic by topic, phrase by phrase, usage by usage. It
scrutinises them all, suggesting improvements. Its 'dictionary' arrangement makes it easy to
navigate. Topics range as widely as ambiguity, definitions, provisos, recitals, simplified outlines,
terms of art, tone, and the various principles of legal interpretation. Words and phrases deal with
legal expressions that non-lawyers find opaque and obscure. The purpose is to show that you can
usually substitute a plain-English equivalent. Usage entries include matters such as abbreviations,
acronyms, active and passive voice, brackets, bullet points, citation methods, cross-referencing,
deeds, fonts, document design, footnotes, gender-neutral language, numbering systems, plain
language, punctuation, the use of Latin, structures for legal advices and documents, and techniques
for editing and proofreading. With an emphasis on technical effectiveness and understanding, the
book is required reading for all those engaged in the practice and study of law.
  active and concrete verbs in legal writing: Sin and Syntax Constance Hale, 2013-08-13 A



fully revised and updated edition with writing prompts and challenges in every chapter Today’s
writers need more spunk than Strunk: whether it's the Great American e-mail, Madison Avenue
advertising, or Grammy Award-winning rap lyrics, memorable writing must jump off the page. Copy
veteran Constance Hale is on a mission to make creative communication, both the lyrical and the
unlawful, an option for everyone. With its crisp, witty tone, Sin and Syntax covers grammar’s ground
rules while revealing countless unconventional syntax secrets (such as how to
use—Gasp!—interjections or when to pepper your prose with slang) that make for sinfully good
writing. Discover how to: *Distinguish between words that are “pearls” and words that are
“potatoes” * Avoid “couch potato thinking” and “commitment phobia” when choosing verbs * Use
literary devices such as onomatopoeia, alliteration, and metaphor (and understand what you're
doing) Everyone needs to know how to write stylish prose—students, professionals, and seasoned
writers alike. Whether you’re writing to sell, shock, or just sing, Sin and Syntax—now celebrating 20
years in print—is the guide you need to improve your command of the English language.
  active and concrete verbs in legal writing: Just Writing Anne Enquist, Laurel Currie Oates,
Jeremy Francis, 2017-02-17 Just Writing covers the basic principles of good legal writing —
including style, grammar, and punctuation — and demonstrates them through numerous examples.
The text provides legal writers of all experience levels with tips, techniques, and helpful advice for
every step of the process: planning, drafting, revising, editing, and proofreading. However, Just
Writing goes further, guiding students to eloquence in concise legal prose. The text provides
valuable resources for English-as-a-Second-Language students and teachers.
  active and concrete verbs in legal writing: Journal , 2004
  active and concrete verbs in legal writing: Legal Writing--getting it Right and Getting it
Written Mary Barnard Ray, Jill J. Ramsfield, 2000 A-to-Z entries answer the kinds of logistical
questions that come up during legal writing--from the proper uses of commas to identifying the
writing priorities for complaints. Entries also address general issues of style, such as the overuse of
flowery language and jargon. And the reference even provides advice on handling emotionally sticky
topics in entries such as bad news, giving it and bad news, softening it. The authors are teachers of
law and writing at the U. of Wisconsin and Georgetown U. Annotation c. Book News, Inc., Portland,
OR (booknews.com)
  active and concrete verbs in legal writing: How to Start a Law Firm Darren J. Sylvester,
2020-10-31 This friendly and accessible guide is one that you'll want to have on hand at every stage
of the journey when starting your own law firm. From initial planning and choosing the right
structure, overcoming teething problems, to expansion and beyond, in this book you'll find the
practical guidance you need to set up and manage a law firm. Written by experienced practitioners
who manage their own firms, How to Start a Law Firm includes guidance and advice on regulations,
client care, staffing and managing finances, and new technology including AI. It offers lessons in
how to develop the mindset of a business owner and a detailed study of how law firms have
responded to the coronavirus pandemic.
  active and concrete verbs in legal writing: A Dictionary of Modern Legal Usage Bryan A.
Garner, 2001 A comprehensive guide to legal style and usage, with practical advice on how to write
clear, jargon-free legal prose. Includes style tips as well as definitions.
  active and concrete verbs in legal writing: Law Library Journal , 1988 Vols. 1- include
Proceedings of the annual meeting of the American Association of Law Libraries.
  active and concrete verbs in legal writing: Journal of the Association of Legal Writing
Directors , 2006
  active and concrete verbs in legal writing: Business and Professional Writing: A Basic
Guide for Americans Paul MacRae, 2016-05-30 Straightforward, practical, and focused on realistic
examples, Business and Professional Writing: A Basic Guide for Americans is an introduction to the
fundamentals of professional writing. The book emphasizes clarity, conciseness, and plain language.
Guidelines and templates for business correspondence, formal and informal reports, brochures and
press releases, and oral presentations are included. Exercises guide readers through the process of



creating and revising each genre, and helpful tips, reminders, and suggested resources beyond the
book are provided throughout.
  active and concrete verbs in legal writing: Business and Professional Writing: A Basic
Guide - Second Canadian Edition Paul MacRae, 2019-05-13 Straightforward, practical, and
focused on realistic examples, Business and Professional Writing: A Basic Guide is an introduction to
the fundamentals of professional writing. The book emphasizes clarity, conciseness, and plain
language. Guidelines and templates for business correspondence, formal and informal reports,
brochures and press releases, and oral presentations are included. Exercises guide readers through
the process of creating and revising each genre, and helpful tips, reminders, and suggested
resources beyond the book are provided throughout. The second edition includes new sections on
information security and ethics in business writing. New formal proposal examples have been added,
and the text has been updated throughout.
  active and concrete verbs in legal writing: CUSTOM PRINT EBOOK: KILLINGER
CHASSON LEGAL WRITING 3E , 2018-07-19 This is a custom book curated by Professors Anna
Chason, Robert Kaplan, and Laura Killinger at William & Mary Law School.
  active and concrete verbs in legal writing: Writing to Win Steven D. Stark, 2012-04-24 From
a master teacher and writer, a fully revised and updated edition of the results-oriented approach to
legal writing that is clear, that persuades—and that WINS. More than almost any profession, the law
has a deserved reputation for opaque, jargon-clogged writing. Yet forceful writing is one of the most
potent weapons of legal advocacy. In this new edition of Writing to Win, Steven D. Stark, a former
lecturer on law at Harvard Law School, who has inspired thousands of aspiring and practicing
lawyers, applies the universal principles of powerful, vigorous prose to the job of making a legal
case—and winning it. Writing to Win focuses on the writing of lawyers, not judges, and includes
dozens of examples of effective (and ineffective) real-life legal writing—as well as compelling models
drawn from advertising, journalism, and fiction. It deals with the challenges lawyers face in writing,
from organization to strengthening and editing prose; offers incisive ways of improving arguments;
addresses litigation and technical writing in all its forms; and covers the writing attorneys must
perform in their daily practice, from email memos to briefs and contracts. Each chapter opens with a
succinct set of rules for easy reference. With new sections on client communication and drafting
affidavits, as well as updated material throughout, Writing to Win is the most practical and
efficacious legal-writing manual available.
  active and concrete verbs in legal writing: Legal Reasoning, Writing, and Other Lawyering
Skills Robin Wellford Slocum, 2011 Rev. ed. of: Legal reasoning, writing, and persuasive argument.
c2006.
  active and concrete verbs in legal writing: California Lawyer , 1996
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How do I forcefully change the active signal resolution?
Nov 19, 2019 · I understand that you want to change the active signal resolution for the
monitor that you are using. I would suggest you to refer the troubleshooting steps
mentioned below and see if …

how to highlight an active row so that I can see it clearly and not ...
Feb 6, 2025 · It highlights the row and column of whatever your current active cell is. On
the View ribbon select Focus Cell in the Show section to activate it. Reply if you have
additional questions …

External monitors detected but not active, how can I fix this?
Mar 23, 2023 · In the normal Display settings it simply shows the other external monitors



but are a different faded grey, im assuming to show they arent active. Cant access refresh
rate or alter …

Incorrect active signal resolution - Microsoft Community
Aug 31, 2018 · I set the indicated resolution on each screen but the screen 3 is looking
blurry. Go to "advanced display settings" and I can see even though the "Desktop
resolution" is correctly set, …

How to enable ActiveX on Windows 10 - Microsoft Community
Aug 8, 2015 · 1. Do you receive any prompt message to install Active X? 2. Does the issue
occur with particular webpage? Let's try the following and check: Method 1: To enable
ActiveX in …

Anyone get unknowingly charged $99.95 by Active Network?
Not fraud. When you sign up for an event through Active Network, like an ironman race,
they'll sneakily set you up with a 30 day trial to their "Active Advantage" program, which
gives …

Enable ActiveX control in Microsoft Edge latest
Sep 2, 2020 · I work on a web Application which runs only on IE11. Currently, we use
ActiveX control to open Documents (MS word) with in the web application. so far,
everything works perfect with …

Message - Active Content is Blocked - Microsoft Community
Mar 5, 2023 · The "active content" in Access refers to any code or macros within the
database that can execute when the file is opened. The message is a security measure
designed to protect …

Tracking Employee Activity - Microsoft Community
Apr 7, 2020 · Even if it's not tracking their full computer activity, that it is at least tracking a
summary of the overall amount of time that the person is active in teams. You may want to
check …

Is this scam? Complete a purchase by May 11, 2025 to keep your …
Apr 16, 2025 · Complete a purchase by May 11, 2025 to keep your account active (SOLVED)
Hello, I am a small business owner, with just an Microsoft 365 Business Basic licence.
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