
actfl language proficiency levels

ACTFL Language Proficiency Levels: A
Comprehensive Analysis

Author: Dr. Elena Ramirez, PhD in Applied Linguistics, former ACTFL examiner
and current professor of Second Language Acquisition at the University of
California, Berkeley. Dr. Ramirez has over 20 years of experience in language
assessment, curriculum development, and teacher training, specializing in the
application and refinement of the ACTFL Proficiency Guidelines.

Keywords: ACTFL language proficiency levels, ACTFL, language proficiency,
language assessment, oral proficiency interview, OPI, written proficiency
test, WPT, language learning, second language acquisition, proficiency
guidelines.

Abstract: This article provides a detailed analysis of the American Council
on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL) language proficiency levels,
exploring their historical context, current relevance in the field of
language education, and ongoing debates surrounding their implementation and
interpretation. We examine the structure of the six proficiency levels
(Novice-Low, Novice-Mid, Novice-High, Intermediate-Low, Intermediate-Mid,
Intermediate-High, Advanced-Low, Advanced-Mid, Advanced-High, Superior),
discuss the assessment methodologies employed (Oral Proficiency Interview,
Written Proficiency Test), and consider the implications for language
instruction and learner development. The article concludes by addressing
challenges and future directions in the field of ACTFL proficiency
assessment.

1. Historical Context of ACTFL Proficiency
Levels

The ACTFL proficiency guidelines, defining the ACTFL language proficiency
levels, have profoundly shaped language education in the United States since
their development. Their origins can be traced back to the post-World War II
era, a time marked by increasing awareness of the importance of foreign
language skills for national security and international relations. The need
for a standardized, reliable, and validated method of assessing language
proficiency became apparent, leading to the development of various
proficiency scales, including the ACTFL framework. The initial focus was on
oral proficiency, culminating in the creation of the Oral Proficiency
Interview (OPI), a hallmark of the ACTFL approach. Later, the Written
Proficiency Test (WPT) was developed to complement the OPI and provide a
comprehensive assessment of both spoken and written skills.



The initial ACTFL proficiency levels were primarily descriptive, providing
qualitative descriptors for each level. Over time, however, a more granular
and standardized approach has emerged, incorporating both qualitative and
quantitative aspects into the assessment process. The evolution of the ACTFL
Proficiency Guidelines reflects ongoing research in second language
acquisition, psychometrics, and assessment design. The integration of
descriptors for each skill area (reading, writing, listening, and speaking)
for each ACTFL language proficiency level further enhanced the precision and
applicability of the framework.

2. The Structure of ACTFL Proficiency Levels

The ACTFL proficiency guidelines define six proficiency levels, each further
subdivided into three sub-levels (except for Superior): Novice-Low, Novice-
Mid, Novice-High, Intermediate-Low, Intermediate-Mid, Intermediate-High,
Advanced-Low, Advanced-Mid, Advanced-High, and Superior. Each level
represents a distinct stage in language development, characterized by
specific communicative abilities. These ACTFL language proficiency levels are
not simply sequential steps; they reflect qualitatively different ways of
interacting in the target language.

Novice: Learners at this level have very limited communicative abilities.
They may understand and produce isolated words and phrases, but they struggle
to connect them meaningfully.
Intermediate: Learners at this level demonstrate greater communicative
competence. They can handle simple conversations, understand basic texts, and
express themselves with some fluency, though inaccuracies and limitations
remain.
Advanced: Learners at this level possess a high degree of fluency and
accuracy. They can handle complex communicative tasks, comprehend nuanced
texts, and express themselves with precision and sophistication.
Superior: This level represents near-native fluency and accuracy. Learners at
this level exhibit near-native-like control of the language across all skill
areas.

Each sub-level within these categories specifies the nuance in the
candidate's language abilities. For instance, a Novice-High speaker might be
able to handle simple narratives, while a Novice-Low speaker struggles with
even basic sentence structures. This detailed differentiation is crucial for
accurate placement and individualized instruction.

3. Assessment Methodologies: OPI and WPT

The ACTFL proficiency guidelines are operationalized through two primary
assessment tools: the Oral Proficiency Interview (OPI) and the Written
Proficiency Test (WPT). The OPI is a one-on-one interview conducted by a
trained and certified ACTFL examiner, designed to assess oral proficiency in
speaking and listening. The examiner uses a structured set of prompts and



conversational strategies to elicit a range of language abilities, enabling a
detailed assessment of fluency, accuracy, vocabulary, grammar, and overall
communicative effectiveness. The scoring is based on the ACTFL proficiency
scale, and the examiner assigns a level based on the candidate's demonstrated
abilities.

The WPT, on the other hand, is a written assessment that evaluates reading
and writing proficiency. It consists of several tasks designed to assess a
range of skills, from basic comprehension to complex written expression. Like
the OPI, the WPT employs a scoring system based on the ACTFL language
proficiency levels. The combination of OPI and WPT provides a comprehensive
picture of a learner's overall language proficiency.

4. Current Relevance and Ongoing Debates

The ACTFL proficiency guidelines remain highly relevant in the field of
language education, providing a widely accepted framework for assessing and
describing language abilities. They are widely used in educational
institutions, government agencies, and businesses to evaluate language
proficiency for various purposes, including placement, program evaluation,
and professional certification. However, debates continue regarding various
aspects of the framework.

Some critics argue that the ACTFL language proficiency levels are overly
focused on oral proficiency, potentially neglecting the importance of reading
and writing skills. Others raise concerns about the practicality and cost of
the OPI and WPT, particularly in resource-constrained environments. Ongoing
research also explores the possibility of incorporating additional assessment
methods, such as computer-based assessments and integrated performance tasks,
to enhance the comprehensiveness and efficiency of language assessment.
Furthermore, the challenge of ensuring consistent scoring across different
examiners remains a focus of ongoing efforts to standardize and refine the
assessment process.

5. Implications for Language Instruction and
Learner Development

The ACTFL proficiency guidelines have significant implications for language
instruction and learner development. By providing a clear framework for
assessing language abilities, they help teachers and curriculum developers to
tailor instruction to the specific needs and levels of their students. The
guidelines encourage a communicative approach to language teaching,
emphasizing the development of functional language skills that enable
learners to effectively communicate in real-world contexts. They also inform
the selection of appropriate learning materials and assessment strategies,
ensuring that instruction is aligned with the learner’s proficiency level and
learning goals.



Conclusion

The ACTFL language proficiency levels represent a significant contribution to
the field of language assessment and teaching. Their historical development,
the structure of the proficiency levels, and the assessment methodologies are
all crucial elements shaping how we understand and measure language
competence. While ongoing debates and refinements continue, the ACTFL
framework remains a powerful tool for evaluating language proficiency,
guiding instruction, and fostering learner development. Its continuing
relevance is underscored by the persistent need for accurate, reliable, and
widely accepted standards in language assessment.

FAQs

What is the difference between the ACTFL proficiency levels and other1.
language proficiency frameworks (e.g., CEFR)? While both aim to describe
language proficiency, they differ in their specific descriptors, scoring
systems, and cultural contexts. The CEFR is a widely used European
framework, while ACTFL is primarily used in the United States.

How are ACTFL proficiency levels used in the workplace? Many companies1.
utilize ACTFL levels to determine candidates' language abilities for
specific roles requiring foreign language skills, ensuring candidates
meet the required proficiency levels for effective communication.

Can I self-assess my ACTFL proficiency level? Self-assessment can1.
provide a general estimate, but it is not a substitute for formal
assessment by a trained examiner. Practice tests and resources can help,
but official OPI and WPT assessments remain the most accurate measure.

What are the costs associated with taking the OPI and WPT? Costs vary1.
depending on the testing institution and location. It’s best to contact
the relevant testing center for accurate pricing information.

How long does it take to achieve a specific ACTFL proficiency level? The1.
time required varies greatly depending on factors such as prior language
learning experience, learning style, and the intensity of study.



Are the ACTFL proficiency levels applicable to all languages? While the1.
framework is adaptable, the specific descriptors might need adjustments
for different languages due to their unique grammatical structures and
communicative conventions.

What resources are available for preparing for the OPI and WPT? Many1.
online resources, textbooks, and preparatory courses are available to
help learners prepare for these assessments.

How are the ACTFL proficiency levels used in educational settings?1.
Schools and universities use these levels for placement testing,
curriculum development, and monitoring student progress in language
learning programs.

What is the difference between the sub-levels within each proficiency1.
level (e.g., Novice-Low, Novice-Mid, Novice-High)? Each sub-level
represents a progressive increase in the learner's ability to perform
specific language tasks within that proficiency level. For example, a
Novice-High speaker has more fluency and a wider range of vocabulary
than a Novice-Low speaker.

Related Articles:

"The Oral Proficiency Interview (OPI): A Deep Dive into the Assessment1.
Process": This article details the structure, methodologies, and scoring
criteria of the OPI, providing insights into the examiner's role and the
interview process.

"The Written Proficiency Test (WPT): Evaluating Written Communication1.
Skills": This article focuses on the WPT, explaining the different task
types, scoring rubric, and strategies for success.



"ACTFL Proficiency Guidelines and the Common European Framework of1.
Reference (CEFR): A Comparative Analysis": This article compares and
contrasts the ACTFL and CEFR frameworks, highlighting similarities and
differences.

"Integrating ACTFL Proficiency Levels into Language Curriculum Design":1.
This article explores how the ACTFL framework can inform the development
of effective and engaging language curricula.

"Assessing Language Proficiency in the Digital Age: Integrating1.
Technology into ACTFL Assessment": This article examines the role of
technology in language assessment, including the development of
computer-based tests aligned with ACTFL standards.

"The Role of ACTFL Proficiency Levels in Language Teacher Training":1.
This article explores how ACTFL proficiency levels inform the training
and professional development of language teachers.

"Bridging the Gap: Using ACTFL Proficiency Levels to Enhance1.
Communication Between Learners and Teachers": This article focuses on
the use of ACTFL levels to facilitate effective communication between
students and instructors.

"Case Studies in ACTFL Proficiency Assessment: Insights from Diverse1.
Language Learners": This article presents case studies illustrating how
the ACTFL framework is applied to different language learners and
contexts.

"Challenges and Future Directions in ACTFL Proficiency Assessment": This1.
article discusses the ongoing challenges and future research directions
in the field of ACTFL assessment, including issues of validity,
reliability, and accessibility.
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  actfl language proficiency levels: The Keys to Planning for Learning Donna Clementi,
Laura Terrill, 2017 An effective curriculum must bring all required elements together creating an
articulated scope and sequence that allows learners to advance to the highest possible levels of
proficiency given the type of program. The documents need to be written in a format that is easily
understood and accessible to teachers. Enduring understandings offer a starting point for
curriculum development. Language educators and experts Donna Clementi and Laura Terrill have
created a useful guide to assist teachers, curriculum designers, administrators and professional
developers in designing Standards- and performance-based curricula. Starting with an
understanding of the 21st century learner, the authors establish a mindset for creating curriculum
based on developing learners' proficiency in language and culture. The authors provide
easy-to-follow templates to develop units of instruction and daily lessons that incorporate the
Standards for Learning Languages, Common Core State Standards, 21st century skills, and
technology integration
  actfl language proficiency levels: Teaching Proficiency Through Reading and
Storytelling (TPRS) Karen Lichtman, 2018-06-12 This module introduces Teaching Proficiency
through Reading and Storytelling (TPRS), an input-based language teaching method. TPRS provides
a framework for teaching classes completely in the target language—even those at the beginner
level. Through the steps of establishing meaning, creating a story that is acted out live in class, and
reading, students understand and use the target language to communicate right away. Research
shows that over time TPRS creates fluent speakers who excel both on traditional tests and—more
importantly—in real-life situations. This is a valuable resource on TPRS for world language teachers,
language teacher educators, and second language researchers.
  actfl language proficiency levels: Foreign Language Proficiency in Higher Education
Paula Winke, Susan M. Gass, 2018-12-18 This volume comprises of chapters that deal with language
proficiency relating to a wide range of language program issues including curriculum, assessment,
learners and instructors, and skill development. The chapters cover various aspects of a broad-based
proficiency initiative, focusing on numerous aspects of foreign language learning, including how
skills develop, how assessments can inform curriculum, how learners and instructors view
proficiency and proficiency assessment, and how individual use of technology furthers language
learning. The concluding chapter points the way forward for issues and questions that need to be
addressed.
  actfl language proficiency levels: Aligning Frameworks of Reference in Language Testing
Erwin P. Tschirner, 2012
  actfl language proficiency levels: To Advanced Proficiency and Beyond Tony Brown,
Jennifer Bown, 2015-02-02 To Advanced Proficiency and Beyond: Theory and Methods for
Developing Superior Second Language Ability addresses an important issue in Second Language
Acquisition—how to help learners progress from Intermediate and Advanced proficiency to Superior
and beyond. Due to the pressures of globalization, American society encounters an ever-increasing
demand for speakers with advanced language abilities. This volume makes available cutting edge



research on working memory and cognition and empirical studies of effective teaching. In addition it
can serve as a practical handbook for seasoned and pre-professional instructors alike. The bringing
together of the latest in second language acquisition theory, decades of empirical research, and
practical classroom application makes for an unprecedented volume examining the achievement of
Superior-level foreign language proficiency.
  actfl language proficiency levels: Transformative Assessment W. James Popham, 2008
Testing expert W. James Popham provides the definitive nuts-and-bolts introduction to formative
assessment, a process with the power to transform teaching and learning.
  actfl language proficiency levels: Foreign Language Standards June K. Phillips, 1999
  actfl language proficiency levels: ACTFL 2005-2015 American Council on the Teaching of
Foreign Languages, 2006 The eleven chapters of this ACTFL volume approach language education
from a variety of perspectives including the history and current status of language policies; language
needs of our government and our international businesses; teachers, teaching, and learning;
assessment; instructional technology; heritage learners; less commonly taught languages; and
special learners. This volume's authors accepted the challenge of answering the following basic
questions related to their topic, as well as that of expanding upon their themes. Where are we now?
Where should we be? or Where could we be? How do we realize our vision of languages for all?
  actfl language proficiency levels: Introducing Applied Linguistics Susan Hunston, David
Oakey, 2009-10-16 Introducing Applied Linguistics provides in-depth coverage of key areas in the
subject, as well as introducing the essential study skills needed for academic success in the field.
Introducing Applied Linguistics: • is organised into two Sections: the first introducing Key Concepts
in Applied Linguistics; and the second devoted to the Study Skills students need to succeed. •
features specially commissioned chapters from key authorities who address core areas of Applied
Linguistics, including both traditional and more cutting edge topics, such as: grammar, vocabulary,
language in the media, forensic linguistics, and much more. • contains a study skills section offering
guidance on a range of skills, such as: how to structure and organise an essay, the conventions of
referencing, how to design research projects, plus many more. • is supported by a lively Companion
Website, which includes interactive exercises, information about the contributors and why they’ve
written the book, and annotated weblinks to help facilitate further independent learning. Ideal for
advanced undergraduate and postgraduate students of Applied Linguistics and TEFL/TESOL,
Introducing Applied Linguistics not only presents selected key concepts in depth, but also initiates
the student into the discourse of Applied Linguistics. Susan Hunston is Professor of English
Language and Head of the School of English, Drama, and American & Canadian Studies, at the
University of Birmingham, UK. David Oakey is an Assistant Professor in the Applied Linguistics
Program at Iowa State University, USA. Contributing authors: Svenja Adolphs, Aileen Bloomer,
Zoltán Dörnyei, Adrian Holliday, Alison Johnson, Chris Kennedy, Almut Koester, Ruby Macksoud,
Kirsten Malmkjaer, Kieran O’Halloran, David Oakey. Juup Stelma, Joan Swann, Geoff Thompson,
Dave Willis, Jane Willis and David Woolls.
  actfl language proficiency levels: Teacher's Handbook, Contextualized Language Instruction
Judith L. Shrum, Glisan, 2015-08-26 Teach foreign language effectively with TEACHER'S
HANDBOOK: CONTEXTUALIZED LANGUAGE INSTRUCTION! Designed to prepare you to teach
foreign language, this fifth edition handbook incorporates the Standards for Foreign Language
Learning in the 21st Century, recently refreshed as World-Readiness Standards for Learning
Languages. It provides a practical framework for integrating the Five C's and ACTFL-NCSSFL
Can-Do Statements into foreign language teaching, as well as case studies of beginning teachers as
they learn to navigate the complexity of being on the other side of the desk. Mastering the material
is easy with examples of communication in authentic settings, thoughtful case studies, extensive
appendices, and a text-specific website with links to teacher resources and streaming video of
standards-based instruction. Important Notice: Media content referenced within the product
description or the product text may not be available in the ebook version.
  actfl language proficiency levels: Foreign Language Proficiency in the Classroom and Beyond



Charles J. James, 1985
  actfl language proficiency levels: Role-plays Nasser Isleem, Ghazi Abuhakema, 2020-12 A
reference book for role-plays to be used for effective classroom language teaching and/or oral
proficiency assessment. The book includes 300 role plays: 63 at the novice level, 69 at the
intermediate level, 136 at the advanced level, and 32 at the superior level according to ACTFL's
language proficiency levels.
  actfl language proficiency levels: 7 Steps to Raising a Bilingual Child Naomi STEINER,
Susan L. HAYES, 2008-11-13 The best time to learn a second language is as a child. During
childhood, the brain is more receptive to language learning than at any other time in life. Aware that
a second language can enrich their child's understanding of other cultures and bring future job
opportunities in a world drawn ever closer by globalization, many parents today are motivated to
raise their children bilingual. This book helps parents in both monolingual and multilingual families
determine and achieve their bilingual goals for their child, whether those goals are understanding
others, the ability to speak a second language, reading and/or writing in two languages, or some
combination of all of these. The authors explain how the brain learns more than one language,
explode common myths, address frequently asked questions, and reveal an array of resources
available to families. Packed with insightful anecdotes and powerful strategies, this is a one-of-a-kind
guidebook for those seeking to provide their children with a uniquely valuable experience.
  actfl language proficiency levels: The Seal of Biliteracy Amy J. Heineke, Kristin J. Davin,
2020-02-01 This edited volume examines the Seal of Biliteracy (SoBL), a relatively new policy
initiative that has received little attention in scholarly and practical literature. The contributions
seek to expand the literature by presenting case studies of policy implementation in diverse contexts
across the United States. This book is organized into four sections: (1) introduction to the SoBL,
including history of the policy initiative and national trends in policy design and implementation, (2)
case studies of macro-level policy implementation, including a diverse array of contexts across the
country that have approached the SoBL in unique ways (e.g., legislation v. educational code,
prioritizing world v. home languages), (3) case studies of micro-level implementation, including
schools and districts that award the SoBL to diverse student populations through various language
programs (e.g., English-dominant v. linguistically diverse; world language v. dual-language
programs), and (4) conclusions and future directions, including actionable next steps for policy
makers, administrators, educators, and researchers. Members of various professional organizations
will benefit from this text, including the National Association for Bilingual Education (NABE),
Teachers of English to Speakers of Other Languages (TESOL), the American Council for Teaching of
Foreign Languages (ACTFL), as well as participants in local affiliates for bilingual, English as a
second language (ESL), and world language education.
  actfl language proficiency levels: Developing Professional-Level Language Proficiency
Betty Lou Leaver, Boris Shekhtman, 2002-09-26 This 2002 book examines approaches to teaching
students making the transition from 'advanced' or 'superior' proficiency in a foreign language to
'near-native' ability.
  actfl language proficiency levels: Spoken English, TESOL and Applied Linguistics Rebecca
Hughes, 2005-12-15 Leading researchers in the field of spoken discourse and language teaching
offer an empirically informed, issues-based discussion of the present state of research into spoken
language. They address some of the complex and rewarding opportunities offered by these emerging
insights for language education and, specifically, for TESOL. They ask whether new data and
evidence that spoken discourse is a distinctive genre will challenge existing language theories and
teaching. What could be the practical outcomes for curriculum, teaching approaches, materials and
assessment? A stimulating resource for researchers and for professional and student language
teachers.
  actfl language proficiency levels: Interfaces Between Second Language Acquisition and
Language Testing Research Lyle F. Bachman, Andrew D. Cohen, 1998 Second language acquisition
(SLA) and language testing (LT) research have largely been viewed as distinct areas of inquiry in



applied linguistics. This book provides a fresh look at areas of common interest to both SLA and LT
research, and ways in which research in these two areas of applied linguistics can be fruitfully
integrated.
  actfl language proficiency levels: Rethinking Foreign Language Writing Virginia Mitchell
Scott, 1996 Reviews the research of foreign language and ESL writing pedagogy and suggest new
teaching methods for college and high school instructors based on recent developments in the field.
Includes a comprehensive review of the literature, specific sugestions for activities and
recommendations on integrating software into the writing curriculum.
  actfl language proficiency levels: A Frequency Dictionary of Spanish Mark Davies, Kathy
Hayward Davies, 2017-12-12 A Frequency Dictionary of Spanish has been fully revised and updated,
including over 500 new entries, making it an invaluable resource for students of Spanish. Based on a
new web-based corpus containing more than 2 billion words collected from 21 Spanish-speaking
countries, the second edition of A Frequency Dictionary of Spanish provides the most expansive and
up-to-date guidelines on Spanish vocabulary. Each entry is accompanied with an illustrative example
and full English translation. The Dictionary provides a rich resource for language teaching and
curriculum design, while a separate CD version provides the full text in a tab-delimited format
ideally suited for use by corpus and computational linguistics. With entries arranged both by
frequency and alphabetically, A Frequency Dictionary of Spanish enables students of all levels to get
the most out of their study of vocabulary in an engaging and efficient way.
  actfl language proficiency levels: The Common European Framework of Reference
Michael Byram, Lynne Parmenter, 2012-06-06 A comparative study of the impact of the Common
European Framework of Reference for Languages produced by the Council of Europe in 2001, this
book asks writers in European countries and countries in the Americas and Asia to explain the
influence of the CEFR. For each country there is a policy-maker and an academic perspective.
  actfl language proficiency levels: The Development of a Common Framework Scale of
Language Proficiency Brian North, 2000 Scales describing language proficiency in a series of
levels can provide orientation for educational programmes, criteria for assessment, and reporting to
stakeholders. However, in most cases such instruments are produced just by expert opinion. A scale
of language proficiency actually implies a descriptive scheme related to theory but usable by
practitioners. It also implies a methodology for scaling content to different levels. This book
describes the use of both qualitative and quantitative techniques to develop scales for the «Common
Reference Levels» in the Common European Framework of Reference for modern languages. Short
stand-alone descriptors were (i) developed and classified, (ii) refined and elaborated in workshops,
and then (iii) scaled by analyzing the judgments of one hundred teachers on the English language
proficiency of the learners in their classes.
  actfl language proficiency levels: Testing for Teacher Certification Michael Chernoff,
William P. Gorth, 1986 Teacher certification testing is the most widely discussed topic in education.
This book explores the history of the movement, relevant legal and technical issues, and program
design and implementation.
  actfl language proficiency levels: Implementing Integrated Performance Assessment
Bonnie Adair-Hauck, Eileen W. Glisan, Francis J. Troyan, 2013 A follow-up to the ACTFL Integrated
Performance Assessment Manual published in 2003. This book provides readers with expanded
guidelines for how to design IPA tasks to informthe backward design of a unit. Suggestions on how
to provide effective feedback and howto improve learner performance are shared. Also included is a
re-conceptualized rubricfor the interpretive mode and the addition of IPA rubrics for Advanced-level
languageperformance.
  actfl language proficiency levels: Grading for Equity Joe Feldman, 2018-09-25 Joe Feldman
shows us how we can use grading to help students become the leaders of their own learning and lift
the veil on how to succeed. . . . This must-have book will help teachers learn to implement improved,
equity-focused grading for impact. —Zaretta Hammond, Author of Culturally Responsive Teaching &
The Brain Crack open the grading conversation Here at last—and none too soon—is a resource that



delivers the research base, tools, and courage to tackle one of the most challenging and emotionally
charged conversations in today’s schools: our inconsistent grading practices and the ways they can
inadvertently perpetuate the achievement and opportunity gaps among our students. With Grading
for Equity, Joe Feldman cuts to the core of the conversation, revealing how grading practices that
are accurate, bias-resistant, and motivational will improve learning, minimize grade inflation, reduce
failure rates, and become a lever for creating stronger teacher-student relationships and more
caring classrooms. Essential reading for schoolwide and individual book study or for student
advocates, Grading for Equity provides A critical historical backdrop, describing how our inherited
system of grading was originally set up as a sorting mechanism to provide or deny opportunity,
control students, and endorse a fixed mindset about students’ academic potential—practices that are
still in place a century later A summary of the research on motivation and equitable teaching and
learning, establishing a rock-solid foundation and a true north orientation toward equitable grading
practices Specific grading practices that are more equitable, along with teacher examples, strategies
to solve common hiccups and concerns, and evidence of effectiveness Reflection tools for facilitating
individual or group engagement and understanding As Joe writes, Grading practices are a mirror not
just for students, but for us as their teachers. Each one of us should start by asking, What do my
grading practices say about who I am and what I believe? Then, let’s make the choice to do things
differently . . . with Grading for Equity as a dog-eared reference.
  actfl language proficiency levels: The Routledge Handbook of Heritage Language
Education Olga E. Kagan, Maria M. Carreira, Claire Hitchens Chik, 2017-03-03 The Routledge
Handbook of Heritage Language Education provides the rapidly growing and globalizing field of
heritage language (HL) education with a cohesive overview of HL programs and practices relating to
language maintenance and development, setting the stage for future work in the field. Driving this
effort is the belief that if research and pedagogical advances in the HL field are to have the greatest
impact, HL programs need to become firmly rooted in educational systems. Against a background of
cultural and linguistic diversity that characterizes the twenty-first century, the volume outlines key
issues in the design and implementation of HL programs across a range of educational sectors,
institutional settings, sociolinguistic conditions, and geographical locations, specifically: North and
Latin America, Europe, Israel, Australia, New Zealand, Japan, and Cambodia. All levels of schooling
are included as the teaching of the following languages are discussed: Albanian, Arabic, Armenian
(Eastern and Western), Bengali, Brazilian Portuguese, Chinese, Czech, French, Hindi-Urdu,
Japanese, Khmer, Korean, Pasifika languages, Persian, Russian, Spanish, Turkish, Vietnamese, and
Yiddish. These discussions contribute to the development and establishment of HL instructional
paradigms through the experiences of “actors on the ground” as they respond to local conditions,
instantiate current research and pedagogical findings, and seek solutions that are workable from an
organizational standpoint. The Routledge Handbook of Heritage Language Education is an ideal
resource for researchers and graduate students interested in heritage language education at home
or abroad.
  actfl language proficiency levels: Making Languages Our Business American Council on the
teaching of Foreign Languages, 2019-05-15
  actfl language proficiency levels: Principles and Practice in Second Language Acquisition
Stephen D. Krashen, 1987
  actfl language proficiency levels: Standards for Foreign Language Learning in the 21st
Century National Standards in Foreign Language Education Project (U.S.), 2006 This volume
incorporates the national standards for the following languages: Arabic, Chinese, Classical
Languages, French, German, Italian, Japanese Portuguese, Russian and Spanish.
  actfl language proficiency levels: Teaching Language in Context Alice Omaggio Hadley,
Robert Terry, 2001 TEACHING LANGUAGE IN CONTEXT, THIRD EDITION is the essential methods
text for anyone teaching or learning to teach a foreign language. TEACHING LANGUAGE IN
CONTEXT combines an updated, comprehensive, readable review of the literature, a thorough
bibliography, and sample activities and approaches that effectively model the methodology.



  actfl language proficiency levels: Dimensions of L2 Performance and Proficiency Alex
Housen, Folkert Kuiken, Ineke Vedder, 2012 Research into complexity, accuracy and fluency (CAF)
as basic dimensions of second language performance, proficiency and development has received
increased attention in SLA. However, the larger picture in this field of research is often obscured by
the breadth of scope, multiple objectives and lack of clarity as to how complexity, accuracy and
fluency should be defined, operationalized and measured. The present volume showcases current
research on CAF by bringing together eleven contributions from renowned international researchers
in the field. These contributions not only add to the body of empirical knowledge about L2 use and
L2 development by bringing new research findings to light but they also address fundamental
theoretical and methodological issues by responding to questions about the nature, manifestation,
development and assessment of CAF as multifaceted constructs. Collectively, the chapters in this
book illustrate the converging and sometimes diverging approaches that different disciplines bring
to CAF research.
  actfl language proficiency levels: Foreign Language Framework for California Public Schools
California. Curriculum Development and Supplemental Materials Commission, California.
Department of Education, 2003
  actfl language proficiency levels: Third language acquisition Camilla Bardel, Laura
Sánchez, This book deals with the phenomenon of third language (L3) acquisition. As a research
field, L3 acquisition is established as a branch of multilingualism that is concerned with how
multilinguals learn additional languages and the role that their multilingual background plays in the
process of language learning. The volume points out some current directions in this particular
research area with a number of studies that reveal the complexity of multilingual language learning
and its typical variation and dynamics. The eight studies gathered in the book represent a wide
range of theoretical positions and offer empirical evidence from learners belonging to different age
groups, and with varying levels of proficiency in the target language, as well as in other non-native
languages belonging to the learner’s repertoire. Diverse linguistic phenomena and language
combinations are viewed from a perspective where all previously acquired languages have a
potential role to play in the process of learning a new language. In the six empirical studies, contexts
of language learning in school or at university level constitute the main outlet for data collection.
These studies involve several language backgrounds and language combinations and focus on
various linguistic features. The specific target languages in the empirical studies are English, French
and Italian. The volume also includes two theoretical chapters. The first one conceptualizes and
describes the different types of multilingual language learning investigated in the volume: i) third or
additional language learning by learners who are bilinguals from an early age, and ii) third or
additional language learning by people who have previous experience of one or more non-native
languages learned after the critical period. In particular, issues related to the roles played by age
and proficiency in multilingual acquisition are discussed. The other theoretical chapter
conceptualizes the grammatical category of aspect, reviewing previous studies on second and third
language acquisition of aspect. Different models for L3 learning and their relevance and implications
for representations of aspect and for potential differences in the processing of second and third
language acquisition are also examined in this chapter. As a whole, the book presents current
research into third or additional language learning by young learners or adults, considering some of
the most important factors for the complex process of multilingual language learning: the age of
onset of the additional language and that of previously acquired languages, social and affective
factors, instruction, language proficiency and literacy, the typology of the background languages and
the role they play in shaping syntax, lexicon, and other components of a L3. The idea for this book
emanates from the symposium Multilingualism, language proficiency and age, organized by Camilla
Bardel and Laura Sánchez at Stockholm University, Department of Language Education, in
December 2016.
  actfl language proficiency levels: Languages and Learners Helena Anderson Curtain, Carol
Ann Dahlberg, 2016 For courses in ESL Methods (ELL) and Foreign Language Methods



(Elementary) (ELL) A classic in the field! Packed with a wealth of strategies and activities ready to
use in the K-8 foreign language classroom, this guide is an ideal resource for teachers, supervisors,
and planners. Both a methods text and a practical guide for schools and teachers, Languages and
Learners is designed to help those preparing to teach languages, especially at the elementary and
middle school K-8 levels; practitioners already involved with language teaching; and teachers,
parents, and administrators engaged in the planning or evaluation process. In it the authors include
the theoretical and practical elements that have been important in their own classroom practice.
Intended as an entry-level resource to help new teachers get oriented to what is important and
available in the profession, the book is based on scholarship, yet written by practitioners with
practitioners in mind. Popular, accessible, and engaging, Languages and Learners is a classic in the
field, now updated to include a new organization around the TELL (Teaching Effectiveness for
Language Learning) Framework; new examples and illustrations of the concepts; new insights from
guest contributors; and new coverage of today's important issues, such as technology in the
classroom, assessment, differentiated instruction, the Common Core State Standards, and more.
  actfl language proficiency levels: The European Language Portfolio David Little, Council of
Europe, 2011-01-01 The European Language Portfolio aims to foster the development of learner
autonomy, intercultural awareness and plurilingualism. Teachers of particular languages working on
their own can use the ELP to promote learner autonomy, but the goals of intercultural awareness
and plurilingualism invite us to use the ELP in all foreign language classes at all levels in the school.
The guide introduces the language education policy that underpins the ELP, explores the key
concepts that it embodies, and explains how to plan, implement and evaluate whole-school ELP
projects. The ten case studies published on the project website illustrate various dimensions of ELP
use and include practical suggestions and activities for teachers and learners.
  actfl language proficiency levels: To Advanced Proficiency and Beyond Newel Anthony
Brown, Jennifer Bown, 2015-01-02 Due to the pressures of globalization, American society
increasingly needs citizens who can carry out Superior level functions in languages other than
English. Instructors, researchers, and students of second language acquisition seek scholarly
resources to help satisfy this demand. In this volume, leading experts in second language acquisition
and language planning supply cutting-edge research on working memory and cognition and
empirical studies of effective teaching. The theoretical and empirical work in these pages is
complemented by descriptions of successful pedagogical practices that take students from the
Advanced to the Superior levels and beyond. With examples ranging across a number of languages,
including Russian, Chinese, and Arabic, the volume will serve a broad audience. This practical
handbook will help seasoned instructors improve outcomes, while it can also be used for training
new instructors in methods courses.
  actfl language proficiency levels: Second Handbook of English Language Teaching Xuesong
Gao, 2019-10-23 The Second Handbook of English Language Teaching provides a comprehensive
examination of policy, practice, research and theory related to English language teaching in
international contexts. Over 70 chapters focus on the research foundation for best practices,
frameworks for policy decisions, and areas of consensus and controversy in second-language
acquisition and pedagogy. In countries around the globe, English has become the second language
taught most frequently and intensively. In many countries, particularly in Asia, government policies
have made English a part of the curriculum from primary school on. Demand for English teaching by
parents and adult learners is fueled by the desire to increase economic competitiveness,
globalization of the workforce, immigration, and a move toward lifelong learning. Immigration has
led to an increased demand for English-language teaching even in countries where English is the
dominant language.
  actfl language proficiency levels: MAKING COMMUNICATIVE LANGUAGE TEACHING
HAPPEN James F. Lee, Bill VanPatten, 2003-05-19 Table of contents
  actfl language proficiency levels: Foreign Language Units for All Proficiency Levels Carl
Falsgraf, 2007 Language students learn best when given the opportunity to communicate



meaningful content in realistic settings. See how technology can help!
  actfl language proficiency levels: ESL Standards for Pre-K-12 Students Teachers of English to
Speakers of Other Languages, 1997 The guide outlines performance standards for each of three
broad goals of English-as-a-Second-Language teaching in elementary and secondary education. The
three goals include: use of English to communicate in social settings; use of English to achieve
academically in all content areas; and use of English in socially and culturally appropriate ways.
Within each of these three goals, three more specific performance standards are enumerated. An
introductory section explains the rationale, origins, and use of these standards. Subsequent sections,
one for each grade group (pre-K-3, 4-8, 9-12), detail appropriate descriptors and progress indicators
for each standard for students at that level. In addition, a brief vignette illustrates their use in the
classroom, and some further discussion follows. A glossary is included and supporting
documentation is appended. Contains 57 references. (MSE)
  actfl language proficiency levels: The Big CI Book Ben Slavic, 2017
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