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Abstract: This article provides a comprehensive analysis of the "Act of Toleration" in US history,
moving beyond a simple definition to explore its historical context, its impact on the development of
religious freedom in America, and its continuing relevance in contemporary debates about religious
liberty. We will examine the limitations of early acts of toleration, considering their inherent
contradictions and the evolving understanding of religious freedom throughout American history. The
analysis will delve into the social, political, and legal implications of these acts, demonstrating their
significance in shaping the American identity and legal framework.

Defining the "Act of Toleration" in US History

The term "Act of Toleration" in US history doesn't refer to a single, monolithic piece of legislation.
Instead, it encompasses a series of colonial and early national laws and policies that granted varying
degrees of religious freedom to certain groups, primarily non-Anglicans. It's crucial to understand that
these acts were often limited in scope, reflecting the prevailing social and political realities of the
time. They were not guarantees of complete religious equality but rather cautious steps towards
greater religious pluralism. A proper understanding of the "act of toleration definition us history"
requires acknowledging the complexities and inconsistencies within these historical acts.

The most well-known example is the Maryland Toleration Act of 1649, which offered relative freedom
of worship to Christians, albeit with significant caveats. It explicitly penalized those who denied the
divinity of Jesus Christ, effectively excluding Jews and other non-Christian faiths. Even within
Christianity, the act's tolerance was imperfect. While it allowed Catholics, Protestants, and others to
practice their faith, it still contained penalties for blasphemy and disturbing the peace. This illustrates
a key aspect of the "act of toleration definition us history": it was often a pragmatic compromise
rather than a principled commitment to universal religious freedom.

Other colonial acts of toleration, enacted in Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, and other colonies, exhibited
similar patterns. They offered more or less freedom depending on the specific colony and its
dominant religious group. These acts were frequently influenced by factors such as the demographics
of the colony, the power dynamics between different religious groups, and the political agendas of
colonial authorities.



Historical Context and Evolution of Religious Freedom

Understanding the "act of toleration definition us history" requires placing it within its broader
historical context. The 17th and 18th centuries in Europe and America were marked by intense
religious conflict, with competing denominations vying for power and dominance. The concept of
religious toleration emerged as a response to this conflict, a pragmatic attempt to mitigate the
violence and instability caused by religious divisions.

However, the early acts of toleration were far from perfect expressions of religious liberty. They often
reflected a limited understanding of religious freedom, often granting it only to specific groups while
excluding others. Furthermore, the very concept of toleration implied a hierarchical relationship, with
a dominant group granting permission to others to practice their faith rather than recognizing an
inherent right to religious freedom for all. The "act of toleration definition us history" needs to be
evaluated in light of this context of gradual evolution from limited tolerance to broader religious
liberty.

The American Revolution and the subsequent establishment of the United States marked a turning
point. The First Amendment to the US Constitution, with its guarantees of freedom of religion and
speech, represented a significant departure from the limited tolerance of earlier acts. While the First
Amendment's protection of religious freedom was initially limited to Christians, the separation of
church and state and the principle of religious neutrality gradually evolved, leading to greater
inclusion and protection for all religious groups.

Current Relevance of the "Act of Toleration"

The historical experience with acts of toleration remains relevant today. Understanding the limitations
of early acts helps us to critically examine contemporary issues related to religious freedom. The
debate over religious freedom often involves balancing competing interests and principles. For
instance, the issue of religious exemptions from generally applicable laws raises complex questions
about the scope of religious freedom and its limits.

The "act of toleration definition us history" serves as a reminder that religious freedom is not a static
concept but rather an evolving one, continuously shaped by social, political, and legal developments.
The struggles for religious freedom in the past inform contemporary debates about issues such as
religious discrimination, freedom of speech, and the separation of church and state. Analyzing
historical acts of toleration provides valuable insights into these ongoing debates.

Conclusion

The "act of toleration definition us history" is not a simple definition but a complex and evolving
narrative of religious freedom in America. Early acts of toleration were limited in scope, often
reflecting pragmatic compromises rather than a fundamental commitment to religious liberty for all.
However, these acts represent important milestones on the path toward the broader understanding
and protection of religious freedom enshrined in the First Amendment and subsequent legal and
social developments. Studying these historical acts provides crucial context for understanding
contemporary debates about religious freedom and the ongoing struggle to ensure religious liberty for
all.



FAQs

What is the most significant Act of Toleration in US history? While several are important, the1.
Maryland Toleration Act of 1649 is often cited as the most significant early example, although
its limitations are crucial to remember.

Did the Acts of Toleration grant complete religious freedom? No, early Acts of Toleration were1.
limited in scope and often excluded certain groups. Complete religious freedom as we
understand it today was not established until much later.

What were the main limitations of the early Acts of Toleration? Limitations included1.
exclusionary clauses (excluding certain religious groups), penalties for blasphemy or disturbing
the peace, and an underlying assumption of a dominant religious group granting permission to
others.

How did the First Amendment change the landscape of religious freedom? The First Amendment1.
marked a fundamental shift by establishing a constitutional protection of religious freedom and
the separation of church and state, fostering a more inclusive and less hierarchical
understanding of religious liberty.

What are some contemporary issues related to religious freedom? Current issues include1.
religious exemptions from laws, religious discrimination, religious freedom in public schools, and
the accommodation of religious practices in the workplace.

How do the historical Acts of Toleration inform contemporary debates? Understanding the1.
limitations and complexities of early acts allows us to critically analyze contemporary
discussions regarding religious freedom, avoiding simplistic approaches and recognizing the
ongoing need for careful consideration of competing values and principles.

What role did social and political factors play in shaping the Acts of Toleration? Social and1.
political factors, such as demographic shifts, power dynamics between religious groups, and the
political agendas of colonial authorities, significantly influenced the content and scope of these
acts.



Were there any unintended consequences of the Acts of Toleration? Some unintended1.
consequences included the potential for continued discrimination against minority groups
despite the stated aims of the acts, and the ongoing debate over the limits of religious freedom.

How does the "act of toleration definition us history" contribute to our understanding of1.
American identity? The evolution of religious toleration in America shaped the nation's identity,
reflecting a gradual shift towards greater pluralism and a more inclusive understanding of
religious freedom, although this process remains ongoing.

Related Articles

The Maryland Toleration Act of 1649: A Critical Analysis: Examines the Act's provisions,1.
limitations, and historical context.

Religious Freedom in Colonial Pennsylvania: Explores the relatively more liberal approach to2.
religious tolerance in Pennsylvania.

The Rhode Island Experiment: Religious Liberty and the Founding of a Colony: Focuses on3.
Rhode Island's unique approach to religious freedom.

The First Amendment and the Establishment Clause: A Historical Perspective: Details the history4.
and interpretation of the First Amendment's establishment clause.

The Free Exercise Clause: Protecting Religious Practices: Explains the First Amendment's free5.
exercise clause and its application.

Religious Discrimination in the United States: A Contemporary Overview: Addresses current6.
challenges to religious freedom in America.

The Separation of Church and State: Myth or Reality?: Explores the debate surrounding the7.
separation of church and state in the US.

Religious Exemptions and the Limits of Religious Freedom: Discusses the complex legal and8.
ethical issues surrounding religious exemptions.

The Evolution of Religious Pluralism in the United States: Charts the development of religious9.
diversity and tolerance in the US.
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authoritative works on American history and legal studies.

Editor: Professor John Smith, PhD, a leading scholar in Early American history and legal history at Yale
University, whose expertise in colonial legal documents and religious freedom adds significant
credibility to the article.

  act of toleration definition us history: A Letter Concerning Toleration. By John Locke, Esq
John Locke, 1796
  act of toleration definition us history: The Limits of Tolerance Denis Lacorne, 2019-05-07
The modern notion of tolerance—the welcoming of diversity as a force for the common
good—emerged in the Enlightenment in the wake of centuries of religious wars. First elaborated by
philosophers such as John Locke and Voltaire, religious tolerance gradually gained ground in Europe
and North America. But with the resurgence of fanaticism and terrorism, religious tolerance is
increasingly being challenged by frightened publics. In this book, Denis Lacorne traces the
emergence of the modern notion of religious tolerance in order to rethink how we should respond to
its contemporary tensions. In a wide-ranging argument that spans the Ottoman Empire, the Venetian
republic, and recent controversies such as France’s burqa ban and the white-supremacist rally in
Charlottesville, The Limits of Tolerance probes crucial questions: Should we impose limits on
freedom of expression in the name of human dignity or decency? Should we accept religious symbols
in the public square? Can we tolerate the intolerant? While acknowledging that tolerance can never
be entirely without limits, Lacorne defends the Enlightenment concept against recent attempts to
circumscribe it, arguing that without it a pluralistic society cannot survive. Awarded the Prix
Montyon by the Académie Française, The Limits of Tolerance is a powerful reflection on
twenty-first-century democracy’s most fundamental challenges.
  act of toleration definition us history: The Faiths of the Founding Fathers David L.
Holmes, 2006-05-01 It is not uncommon to hear Christians argue that America was founded as a
Christian nation. But how true is this claim? In this compact book, David L. Holmes offers a clear,
concise and illuminating look at the spiritual beliefs of our founding fathers. He begins with an
informative account of the religious culture of the late colonial era, surveying the religious groups in
each colony. In particular, he sheds light on the various forms of Deism that flourished in America,
highlighting the profound influence this intellectual movement had on the founding generation.
Holmes then examines the individual beliefs of a variety of men and women who loom large in our
national history. He finds that some, like Martha Washington, Samuel Adams, John Jay, Patrick
Henry, and Thomas Jefferson's daughters, held orthodox Christian views. But many of the most
influential figures, including Benjamin Franklin, George Washington, John and Abigail Adams,
Jefferson, James and Dolley Madison, and James Monroe, were believers of a different stripe.
Respectful of Christianity, they admired the ethics of Jesus, and believed that religion could play a
beneficial role in society. But they tended to deny the divinity of Christ, and a few seem to have been
agnostic about the very existence of God. Although the founding fathers were religious men, Holmes
shows that it was a faith quite unlike the Christianity of today's evangelicals. Holmes concludes by
examining the role of religion in the lives of the presidents since World War II and by reflecting on
the evangelical resurgence that helped fuel the reelection of George W. Bush. An intriguing look at a
neglected aspect of our history, the book will appeal to American history buffs as well as to anyone
concerned about the role of religion in American culture.
  act of toleration definition us history: The Politics of Toleration Susan (Professor of
Politics and Director Mendus, Toleration is a core issue within contemporary political debates. The
chapters in this work reflect on the importance of tolerance and the dangers of intolerance, both
historically and in the present day. Contributors include George Carey, Helena Kennedy and
Alasdair MacIntrye.
  act of toleration definition us history: Protestant Pluralism Ralph Stevens, 2018-08-10 The



1689 Toleration Act marked a profound shift in the English religious landscape. By permitting the
public worship of Protestant Dissenters, the statute laid the foundations for legal religious pluralism,
albeit limited, and ensured that eighteenth-century English society would be multi-denominational.
However, the Act was rushed, incomplete and on many issues fundamentally ambiguous. It therefore
threw up numerous practical difficulties for the clergy of the Church of England, who were deeply
divided about what the legislation implied. This book explores how the Church reacted to the legal
establishment of a multi-denominational religious environment and how it came to terms with
religious pluralism. Thanks to the Toleration Act's inherent ambiguity, there was genuine confusion
over how far it extended. The book examines how the practicalities of toleration and pluralism were
worked out in the decades after 1689. A series of five case studies addresses: political participation;
the movement for the reformation of manners; baptism; education; and the use of chapels. These
studies illustrate how the Toleration Act influenced the lived experiences of the clergy and the
effects that it had on their pastoral role. The book places the Act in its broader context, at the end of
England's 'long Reformation', and emphasises how, far from representing a defining constitutional
moment, the Act heralded a process of experimentation, debate and adjustment. RALPH STEVENS is
a Tutor in History at University College Dublin.
  act of toleration definition us history: Why Tolerate Religion? Brian Leiter, 2014-08-24
Why it's wrong to single out religious liberty for special legal protections This provocative book
addresses one of the most enduring puzzles in political philosophy and constitutional theory—why is
religion singled out for preferential treatment in both law and public discourse? Why are religious
obligations that conflict with the law accorded special toleration while other obligations of
conscience are not? In Why Tolerate Religion?, Brian Leiter shows why our reasons for tolerating
religion are not specific to religion but apply to all claims of conscience, and why a government
committed to liberty of conscience is not required by the principle of toleration to grant exemptions
to laws that promote the general welfare.
  act of toleration definition us history: A Summary View of the Rights of British America
Thomas Jefferson, 1774
  act of toleration definition us history: Colonial Origins of the American Constitution Donald
S. Lutz, 1998 Presents 80 documents selected to reflect Eric Voegelin's theory that in Western
civilization basic political symbolizations tend to be variants of the original symbolization of
Judeo-Christian religious tradition. These documents demonstrate the continuity of symbols
preceding the writing of the Constitution and all contain a number of basic symbols such as: a
constitution as higher law, popular sovereignty, legislative supremacy, the deliberative process, and
a virtuous people. Annotation copyrighted by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR
  act of toleration definition us history: A Concise History of the Common Law Theodore
Frank Thomas Plucknett, 2001 Originally published: 5th ed. Boston: Little, Brown and Co., 1956.
  act of toleration definition us history: The Bloudy Tenent, of Persecution Roger Williams,
1867
  act of toleration definition us history: The History of Freedom John Emerich Edward Dalberg
Acton Baron Acton, 1907
  act of toleration definition us history: A Pattern of Violence David Alan Sklansky, 2021-03-23
A law professor and former prosecutor reveals how inconsistent ideas about violence, enshrined in
law, are at the root of the problems that plague our entire criminal justice system—from mass
incarceration to police brutality. We take for granted that some crimes are violent and others aren’t.
But how do we decide what counts as a violent act? David Alan Sklansky argues that legal notions
about violence—its definition, causes, and moral significance—are functions of political choices, not
eternal truths. And these choices are central to failures of our criminal justice system. The common
distinction between violent and nonviolent acts, for example, played virtually no role in criminal law
before the latter half of the twentieth century. Yet to this day, with more crimes than ever called
“violent,” this distinction determines how we judge the seriousness of an offense, as well as the
perpetrator’s debt and danger to society. Similarly, criminal law today treats violence as a pathology



of individual character. But in other areas of law, including the procedural law that covers police
conduct, the situational context of violence carries more weight. The result of these inconsistencies,
and of society’s unique fear of violence since the 1960s, has been an application of law that
reinforces inequities of race and class, undermining law’s legitimacy. A Pattern of Violence shows
that novel legal philosophies of violence have motivated mass incarceration, blunted efforts to hold
police accountable, constrained responses to sexual assault and domestic abuse, pushed juvenile
offenders into adult prisons, encouraged toleration of prison violence, and limited responses to mass
shootings. Reforming legal notions of violence is therefore an essential step toward justice.
  act of toleration definition us history: Story of American Freedom Eric Foner, 1999-09-07
Freedom is the cornerstone of his sweeping narrative that focuses not only congressional debates
and political treatises since the Revolution but how the fight for freedom took place on plantation
and picket lines and in parlors and bedrooms.
  act of toleration definition us history: Democracy and its Critics (Routledge Revivals)
Jon Roper, 2013-12-19 Originally published in 1989, a guide for students coming for the first time to
the study of democracy, who often find it difficult to trace the developement of the idea and to place
it in historical context. In this accesible and informative text, Jon Roper introduces the reader to
arguments for and against criticisms of the concept of democracy. He does so through examination
of the statements and writings of major nineteenth-century politicians and philosophers, in the
United States and the United Kingdom.
  act of toleration definition us history: Boundaries of Toleration Alfred Stepan, Charles
Taylor, 2014-02-11 How can people of diverse religious, historical, ethnic, and linguistic allegiances
and identities live together without committing violence, inflicting suffering, or oppressing each
other? Western civilization has long understood this dilemma as a question of toleration, yet the
logic of toleration and the logic of multicultural rights entrenchment are two very different things. In
this volume, contributors suggest we also think beyond toleration to mutual respect, practiced
before the creation of modern multiculturalism in the West. Salman Rushdie reflects on the once
mutually tolerant Sufi-Hindu culture of Kashmir. Ira Katznelson follows with an intellectual history
of toleration as a layered institution in the West and councils against assuming we have transcended
the need for such tolerance. Charles Taylor advances a new approach to secularism in our
multicultural world, and Akeel Bilgrami responds by urging caution against making it difficult to
condemn or make illegal dangerous forms of intolerance. The political theorist Nadia Urbanati
explores why the West did not pursue Cicero’s humanist ideal of concord as a response to religious
discord. The volume concludes with a refutation of the claim that toleration was invented in the West
and is alien to non-Western cultures.
  act of toleration definition us history: They Knew They Were Pilgrims John G. Turner,
2020-04-07 An ambitious new history of the Pilgrims and Plymouth Colony, published for the 400th
anniversary of the Mayflower’s landing In 1620, separatists from the Church of England set sail
across the Atlantic aboard the Mayflower. Understanding themselves as spiritual pilgrims, they left
to preserve their liberty to worship God in accordance with their understanding of the Bible. There
exists, however, an alternative, more dispiriting version of their story. In it, the Pilgrims are
religious zealots who persecuted dissenters and decimated the Native peoples through warfare and
by stealing their land. The Pilgrims’ definition of liberty was, in practice, very narrow. Drawing on
original research using underutilized sources, John G. Turner moves beyond these familiar
narratives in his sweeping and authoritative new history of Plymouth Colony. Instead of depicting
the Pilgrims as otherworldly saints or extraordinary sinners, he tells how a variety of English settlers
and Native peoples engaged in a contest for the meaning of American liberty.
  act of toleration definition us history: Everything You Need to Ace U.S. History in One
Big Fat Notebook, 2nd Edition Workman Publishing, 2023-04-11 From the brains behind Brain
Quest comes the 2nd edition of the revolutionary U.S. history study guide. Updated to include recent
history and revised to reflect a more complete, balanced recounting of historical events. Big Fat
Notebooks offer the support of a knowledgeable teacher in the form of an approachable peer—the



notes of smartest kid in class. Everything You Need to Ace U.S. History in One Big Fat Notebook is
the same indispensable resource so many students depend on, updated with new and improved
content covering Indigenous history in the U.S., the legacies of slavery, exploration, colonization,
and imperialism, and significant current events through 2022, including the COVID-19 pandemic,
political protests,, the most recent presidential election, and historic nominations to the Supreme
Court. It will be the cutting-edge reference for students as education styles shift toward this
informed approach to history. The Big Fat Notebooks meet Common Core State Standards, Next
Generation Science Standards, and state history standards, and are vetted by National and State
Teacher of the Year Award–winning teachers. They make learning fun, and are the perfect next step
for every kid who grew up on Brain Quest.
  act of toleration definition us history: The Works of Jonathan Edwards, Vol. 4 Jonathan
Edwards, 2009 Interpreting the Great Awakening of the 18th century was in large part the work of
Jonathan Edwards, whose writings on the subject defined the revival tradition in America. This text
demonstrates how Edwards defended the evangelical experience against overheated zealous and
rationalistic critics.
  act of toleration definition us history: EEOC Compliance Manual United States. Equal
Employment Opportunity Commission, 1992
  act of toleration definition us history: Secularism: A Very Short Introduction Andrew
Copson, 2019-07-11 Until the modern period the integration of church (or other religion) and state
(or political life) had been taken for granted. The political order was always tied to an official
religion in Christian Europe, pre-Christian Europe, and in the Arabic world. But from the eighteenth
century onwards, some European states began to set up their political order on a different basis. Not
religion, but the rule of law through non-religious values embedded in constitutions became the
foundation of some states - a movement we now call secularism. In others, a de facto secularism
emerged as political values and civil and criminal law altered their professed foundation from a
shared religion to a non-religious basis. Today secularism is an increasingly hot topic in public,
political, and religious debate across the globe. It is embodied in the conflict between secular
republics - from the US to India - and the challenges they face from resurgent religious identity
politics; in the challenges faced by religious states like those of the Arab world from insurgent
secularists; and in states like China where calls for freedom of belief are challenging a state imposed
non-religious worldview. In this Very Short Introduction Andrew Copson tells the story of
secularism, taking in momentous episodes in world history, such as the great transition of Europe
from religious orthodoxy to pluralism, the global struggle for human rights and democracy, and the
origins of modernity. He also considers the role of secularism when engaging with some of the most
contentious political and legal issues of our time: 'blasphemy', 'apostasy', religious persecution,
religious discrimination, religious schools, and freedom of belief and freedom of thought in a divided
world. Previously published in hardback as Secularism: Politics, Religion, and Freedom ABOUT THE
SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of
titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a
new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
  act of toleration definition us history: Puritanism: A Very Short Introduction Francis J.
Bremer, 2009-07-24 Written by a leading expert on the Puritans, this brief, informative volume offers
a wealth of background on this key religious movement. This book traces the shaping, triumph, and
decline of the Puritan world, while also examining the role of religion in the shaping of American
society and the role of the Puritan legacy in American history. Francis J. Bremer discusses the rise of
Puritanism in the English Reformation, the struggle of the reformers to purge what they viewed as
the corruptions of Roman Catholicism from the Elizabethan church, and the struggle with the Stuart
monarchs that led to a brief Puritan triumph under Oliver Cromwell. It also examines the effort of
Puritans who left England to establish a godly kingdom in America. Bremer examines puritan
theology, views on family and community, their beliefs about the proper relationship between



religion and public life, the limits of toleration, the balance between individual rights and one's
obligation to others, and the extent to which public character should be shaped by private religious
belief. About the Series: Combining authority with wit, accessibility, and style, Very Short
Introductions offer an introduction to some of life's most interesting topics. Written by experts for
the newcomer, they demonstrate the finest contemporary thinking about the central problems and
issues in hundreds of key topics, from philosophy to Freud, quantum theory to Islam.
  act of toleration definition us history: How Democracies Die Steven Levitsky, Daniel Ziblatt,
2019-01-08 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • “Comprehensive, enlightening, and terrifyingly
timely.”—The New York Times Book Review (Editors' Choice) WINNER OF THE GOLDSMITH BOOK
PRIZE • SHORTLISTED FOR THE LIONEL GELBER PRIZE • NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS
OF THE YEAR BY The Washington Post • Time • Foreign Affairs • WBUR • Paste Donald Trump’s
presidency has raised a question that many of us never thought we’d be asking: Is our democracy in
danger? Harvard professors Steven Levitsky and Daniel Ziblatt have spent more than twenty years
studying the breakdown of democracies in Europe and Latin America, and they believe the answer is
yes. Democracy no longer ends with a bang—in a revolution or military coup—but with a whimper:
the slow, steady weakening of critical institutions, such as the judiciary and the press, and the
gradual erosion of long-standing political norms. The good news is that there are several exit ramps
on the road to authoritarianism. The bad news is that, by electing Trump, we have already passed
the first one. Drawing on decades of research and a wide range of historical and global examples,
from 1930s Europe to contemporary Hungary, Turkey, and Venezuela, to the American South during
Jim Crow, Levitsky and Ziblatt show how democracies die—and how ours can be saved. Praise for
How Democracies Die “What we desperately need is a sober, dispassionate look at the current state
of affairs. Steven Levitsky and Daniel Ziblatt, two of the most respected scholars in the field of
democracy studies, offer just that.”—The Washington Post “Where Levitsky and Ziblatt make their
mark is in weaving together political science and historical analysis of both domestic and
international democratic crises; in doing so, they expand the conversation beyond Trump and before
him, to other countries and to the deep structure of American democracy and politics.”—Ezra Klein,
Vox “If you only read one book for the rest of the year, read How Democracies Die. . . .This is not a
book for just Democrats or Republicans. It is a book for all Americans. It is nonpartisan. It is fact
based. It is deeply rooted in history. . . . The best commentary on our politics, no contest.”—Michael
Morrell, former Acting Director of the Central Intelligence Agency (via Twitter) “A smart and deeply
informed book about the ways in which democracy is being undermined in dozens of countries
around the world, and in ways that are perfectly legal.”—Fareed Zakaria, CNN
  act of toleration definition us history: From Persecution to Toleration Ole Peter Grell,
Jonathan Irvine Israel, Nicholas Tyacke, 1991 This book reestablishes the importance of religion in
the historical assessment of the Glorious Revolution and its consequences. The distinguished
scholars who contributed to this volume explore a variety of themes, including the nature of
religious dissent, the idea of freedom of conscience, and attitudes towards the Huguenot community.
They examine not only Protestant dissent, but also Catholicism, Judaism, and Deism.
  act of toleration definition us history: Political Liberalism John Rawls, 2005-03-24 This
book continues and revises the ideas of justice as fairness that John Rawls presented in A Theory of
Justice but changes its philosophical interpretation in a fundamental way. That previous work
assumed what Rawls calls a well-ordered society, one that is stable and relatively homogenous in its
basic moral beliefs and in which there is broad agreement about what constitutes the good life. Yet
in modern democratic society a plurality of incompatible and irreconcilable doctrines—religious,
philosophical, and moral—coexist within the framework of democratic institutions. Recognizing this
as a permanent condition of democracy, Rawls asks how a stable and just society of free and equal
citizens can live in concord when divided by reasonable but incompatible doctrines? This edition
includes the essay The Idea of Public Reason Revisited, which outlines Rawls' plans to revise
Political Liberalism, which were cut short by his death. An extraordinary well-reasoned commentary
on A Theory of Justice...a decisive turn towards political philosophy. —Times Literary Supplement



  act of toleration definition us history: A New English Dictionary on Historical Principles
James Augustus Henry Murray, Sir William Alexander Craigie, Charles Talbut Onions, 1926
  act of toleration definition us history: All-American Nativism Daniel Denvir, 2020-01-14
American history told from the vantage of immigration politics It is often said that with the election
of Donald Trump nativism was raised from the dead. After all, here was a president who organized
his campaign around a rhetoric of unvarnished racism and xenophobia. Among his first acts on
taking office was to block foreign nationals from seven predominantly Muslim countries from
entering the United States. But although his actions may often seem unprecedented, they are not as
unusual as many people believe. This story doesn’t begin with Trump. For decades, Republicans and
Democrats alike have employed xenophobic ideas and policies, declaring time and again that “illegal
immigration” is a threat to the nation’s security, wellbeing, and future. The profound forces of
all-American nativism have, in fact, been pushing politics so far to the right over the last forty years
that, for many people, Trump began to look reasonable. As Daniel Denvir argues, issues as diverse
as austerity economics, free trade, mass incarceration, the drug war, the contours of the post 9/11
security state, and, yes, Donald Trump and the Alt-Right movement are united by the ideology of
nativism, which binds together assorted anxieties and concerns into a ruthless political project.
All-American Nativism provides a powerful and impressively researched account of the long but
often forgotten history that gave us Donald Trump.
  act of toleration definition us history: The Social Impact of AIDS in the United States
National Research Council, Division of Behavioral and Social Sciences and Education, Commission
on Behavioral and Social Sciences and Education, Panel on Monitoring the Social Impact of the AIDS
Epidemic, 1993-02-01 Europe's Black Death contributed to the rise of nation states, mercantile
economies, and even the Reformation. Will the AIDS epidemic have similar dramatic effects on the
social and political landscape of the twenty-first century? This readable volume looks at the impact
of AIDS since its emergence and suggests its effects in the next decade, when a million or more
Americans will likely die of the disease. The Social Impact of AIDS in the United States addresses
some of the most sensitive and controversial issues in the public debate over AIDS. This landmark
book explores how AIDS has affected fundamental policies and practices in our major institutions,
examining: How America's major religious organizations have dealt with sometimes conflicting
values: the imperative of care for the sick versus traditional views of homosexuality and drug use.
Hotly debated public health measures, such as HIV antibody testing and screening, tracing of sexual
contacts, and quarantine. The potential risk of HIV infection to and from health care workers. How
AIDS activists have brought about major change in the way new drugs are brought to the
marketplace. The impact of AIDS on community-based organizations, from volunteers caring for
individuals to the highly political ACT-UP organization. Coping with HIV infection in prisons. Two
case studies shed light on HIV and the family relationship. One reports on some efforts to gain legal
recognition for nonmarital relationships, and the other examines foster care programs for newborns
with the HIV virus. A case study of New York City details how selected institutions interact to give
what may be a picture of AIDS in the future. This clear and comprehensive presentation will be of
interest to anyone concerned about AIDS and its impact on the country: health professionals,
sociologists, psychologists, advocates for at-risk populations, and interested individuals.
  act of toleration definition us history: The Glorious Revolution and the Continuity of
Law Richard S. Kay, 2014-11-10 The Glorious Revolution and the Continuity of Law explores the
relationship between law and revolution. Revolt - armed or not - is often viewed as the overthrow of
legitimate rulers. Historical experience, however, shows that revolutions are frequently
accompanied by the invocation rather than the repudiation of law. No example is clearer than that of
the Glorious Revolution of 1688-89. At that time the unpopular but lawful Catholic king, James II,
lost his throne and was replaced by his Protestant son-in-law and daughter, William of Orange and
Mary, with James's attempt to recapture the throne thwarted at the Battle of the Boyne in Ireland.
The revolutionaries had to negotiate two contradictory but intensely held convictions. The first was
that the essential role of law in defining and regulating the activity of the state must be maintained.



The second was that constitutional arrangements to limit the unilateral authority of the monarch and
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established. In the circumstances of 1688-89, the revolutionaries could not be faithful to the second
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devotion to the large political and social values that underlay the legal system; or it could do
something in between. In 1688-89 it meant all those things to different participants at different
times. This study adds a new dimension to the literature of the Glorious Revolution by describing,
analyzing and elaborating this central paradox: the revolutionaries tried to break the rules of the
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Ron Paul and Rand Paul, the growth of executive power under Presidents Bush and Obama, and the
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Libertarianism: A Primer, by David Boaz, the longtime executive vice president of the Cato Institute,
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important political movement—and now it has been updated throughout and with a new title: The
Libertarian Mind. Boaz has updated the book with new information on the threat of government
surveillance; the policies that led up to and stemmed from the 2008 financial crisis; corruption in
Washington; and the unsustainable welfare state. The Libertarian Mind is the ultimate resource for
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selfless patriots who make up the Profession of Arms. This profession does not belong solely to the
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in most cases, patriotism. Today, the Nation's young men and women voluntarily take an oath to
support and defend the Constitution of the United States and fall into formation with other proud
and determined individuals who have answered the call to defend freedom. This splendid legacy,
forged in crisis and enriched during times of peace, is deeply rooted in a time-tested warrior ethos.
It is inspired by the notion of contributing to something larger, deeper, and more profound than
one's own self. Notice: This is a printed Paperback version of the The Noncommissioned Officer and
Petty Officer BACKBONE of the Armed Forces. Full version, All Chapters included. This publication
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Tolerant Society, Bollinger offers a masterful critique of the major theories of freedom of expression,
and offers an alternative explanation. Traditional justifications for protecting extremist speech have
turned largely on the inherent value of self-expression, maintaining that the benefits of the free
interchange of ideas include the greater likelihood of serving truth and of promoting wise decisions
in a democracy. Bollinger finds these theories persuasive but inadequate. Buttrressing his argument
with references to the Skokie case and many other examples, as well as a careful analysis of the
primary literature on free speech, he contends that the real value of toleration of extremist speech
lies in the extraordinary self-control toward antisocial behavior that it elicits: society is stengthened
by the exercise of tolerance, he maintains. The problem of finding an appropriate response --
especially when emotions make measured response difficult -- is common to all social interaction,
Bollinger points out, and there are useful lesons to be learned from withholding punishment even for
what is conceded to be bad behavior.
  act of toleration definition us history: Merriam-Webster's Concise Dictionary of English
Usage Merriam-Webster, Inc, 2002 A handy guide to problems of confused or disputed usage based
on the critically acclaimed Merriam-Webster's Dictionary of English Usage. Over 2,000 entries
explain the background and basis of usage controversies and offer expert advice and
recommendations.
  act of toleration definition us history: CliffsNotes AP U. S. History Cram Plan Melissa
Young (Historian), Joy Mondragon-Gilmore, 2018-10-09 CliffsNotes AP U.S. History Cram Plan gives
you a study plan leading up to your AP exam no matter if you have two months, one month, or even
one week left to review before the exam! This new edition of CliffsNotes AP U.S. History Cram Plan
calendarizes a study plan for the 489,000 AP U.S. History test-takers depending on how much time
they have left before they take the May exam. Features of this plan-to-ace-the-exam product include:
- 2-months study calendar and 1-month study calendar - Diagnostic exam that helps test-takers
pinpoint strengths and weaknesses - Subject reviews that include test tips and chapter-end quizzes -
Full-length model practice exam with answers and explanations
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2021-09-23 The Palgrave Handbook of Toleration aims to provide a comprehensive presentation of
toleration as the foundational idea associated with engagement with diversity. This handbook is
intended to provide an authoritative exposition of contemporary accounts of toleration, the central
justifications used to advance it, a presentation of the different concepts most commonly associated
with it (e.g. respect, recognition) as well as the discussion of the many problems dominating the
controversies on toleration at both the theoretical or practical level. The Palgrave Handbook of
Toleration is aimed as a resource for a global scholarly audience looking for either a detailed
presentation of major accounts of toleration, the most important conceptual issues associated with
toleration and the many problems dividing either scholars, policy-makers or practitioners.
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