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Summary: This article provides a comprehensive overview of the American
College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists (ACOG) Practice Bulletin on
induction of labor. We will delve into the key recommendations, indications,
contraindications, methods, and potential risks associated with this common
obstetrical procedure. The ACOG Practice Bulletin induction of labor serves
as a critical resource for healthcare professionals involved in managing
pregnancies and deliveries, offering evidence-based guidelines to ensure
optimal maternal and fetal outcomes. We will examine the rationale behind the
recommendations, explore the clinical decision-making process surrounding
labor induction, and discuss the importance of individualized patient care
based on the latest research and clinical experience. This in-depth analysis
aims to clarify the complexities of the ACOG practice bulletin induction of
labor, empowering both healthcare providers and expectant parents with a
thorough understanding of this vital aspect of modern obstetrics.
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#1 Understanding the ACOG Practice Bulletin on
Induction of Labor

The ACOG Practice Bulletin induction of labor provides clinicians with
crucial guidelines for the safe and effective induction of labor. This
document is not a rigid protocol but a framework for clinical decision-
making, emphasizing the importance of individualized patient care. The
bulletin carefully weighs the benefits and risks of induction, considering
factors like gestational age, fetal well-being, maternal health, and cervical
readiness. The ACOG practice bulletin induction of labor highlights the
significance of a thorough assessment before initiating the process, using
tools like the Bishop score to predict the likelihood of successful
induction.

#2 Indications for Induction of Labor According to
ACOG

The ACOG Practice Bulletin induction of labor outlines various scenarios
where induction might be medically indicated. These indications often fall
under categories relating to maternal or fetal well-being. Maternal
indications may include pre-eclampsia, gestational hypertension, chronic
hypertension, diabetes, post-term pregnancy, premature rupture of membranes
(PROM), or other medical conditions that pose risks to the mother or the
fetus if the pregnancy continues. Fetal indications might include
intrauterine growth restriction (IUGR), oligohydramnios (low amniotic fluid),
or non-reassuring fetal heart rate patterns. The decision to induce labor is
always made on a case-by-case basis, considering the unique circumstances of
each pregnancy. The ACOG practice bulletin induction of labor stresses the
need to balance the potential benefits of induction with the associated
risks.

#3 Contraindications to Induction of Labor: ACOG
Guidelines

The ACOG practice bulletin induction of labor also identifies situations
where induction is contraindicated or should be approached with extreme
caution. These include active genital herpes infection, placenta previa,
transverse lie, prior classical uterine incision (classical Cesarean
section), umbilical cord prolapse, and severe fetal distress. Certain
maternal conditions, such as severe cardiac disease or uncontrolled bleeding,
might also preclude induction. It is critical for healthcare professionals to
carefully evaluate each patient and assess the potential risks and benefits



before proceeding with induction. The ACOG practice bulletin induction of
labor emphasizes the importance of informed consent and open communication
with the patient regarding the potential risks and benefits of induction.

#4 Methods of Induction of Labor Described in the
ACOG Practice Bulletin

The ACOG practice bulletin induction of labor details various methods used to
induce labor, including cervical ripening techniques and oxytocin
administration. Cervical ripening methods aim to soften and dilate the
cervix, making it more receptive to oxytocin. These methods may include the
use of prostaglandins (either vaginal or intracervical), mechanical methods
(e.g., balloon catheters), or even the use of amniotomy (artificial rupture
of membranes). Oxytocin is a powerful hormone that stimulates uterine
contractions, promoting labor progression. The choice of method depends on
several factors, including cervical ripeness, gestational age, and maternal
and fetal health. The ACOG practice bulletin induction of labor strongly
advises close monitoring of both the mother and fetus throughout the
induction process.

#5 Risks Associated with Induction of Labor as per
ACOG Guidelines

While induction of labor can be a safe and effective procedure, it is
essential to be aware of the potential risks. These include increased risk of
Cesarean delivery, uterine hyperstimulation (excessive contractions),
postpartum hemorrhage, and umbilical cord prolapse. The risk of these
complications varies depending on several factors, including the method used,
the mother's medical history, and the gestational age at induction. The ACOG
practice bulletin induction of labor emphasizes the importance of careful
monitoring to minimize these risks. This monitoring includes continuous fetal
heart rate monitoring, frequent assessment of uterine activity, and close
observation of the mother's vital signs.

#6 The Role of the Bishop Score in Decision-Making:
ACOG Perspective

The Bishop score is a valuable tool used to assess cervical ripeness before
induction. This scoring system takes into account several factors, including
cervical dilation, effacement, consistency, position, and fetal station. A
higher Bishop score indicates a greater likelihood of successful vaginal
delivery after induction. The ACOG practice bulletin induction of labor
suggests that a higher Bishop score reduces the need for augmentation of
labor (using additional methods to enhance contractions). This information
assists clinicians in selecting the most appropriate induction method and
predicting the chances of successful vaginal delivery.



#7 Post-Term Pregnancy and Induction of Labor: ACOG
Recommendations

Post-term pregnancy (pregnancy extending beyond 41 weeks) is associated with
increased risks for both the mother and the fetus. In such cases, induction
of labor is often recommended. The ACOG practice bulletin induction of labor
provides guidance on managing post-term pregnancies and the decision-making
process concerning induction. The risks and benefits of induction in post-
term pregnancies are carefully weighed, considering the gestational age,
fetal well-being assessments, and maternal health status. The goal is to
balance the risks of continuing the pregnancy with the potential risks of
induction.

#8 Continuous Monitoring and Management During
Induction: Following ACOG Guidance

Continuous monitoring of both the mother and fetus is crucial during the
induction process. This includes close monitoring of fetal heart rate
patterns, uterine activity, and maternal vital signs. The ACOG practice
bulletin induction of labor highlights the importance of promptly addressing
any complications that may arise during induction. This may involve adjusting
the dosage of oxytocin, changing induction methods, or proceeding with a
Cesarean delivery if necessary. The continuous monitoring and vigilant
management are key to ensuring a safe and successful induction.

#9 Conclusion

The ACOG Practice Bulletin induction of labor provides a vital framework for
healthcare professionals managing pregnancies requiring induction. By
carefully considering the indications, contraindications, methods, and
potential risks, clinicians can make informed decisions to optimize maternal
and fetal outcomes. The bulletin's emphasis on individualized patient care
and evidence-based practice underscores the importance of a balanced
approach, prioritizing the safety and well-being of both mother and child.
Adherence to these guidelines is essential for promoting safe and effective
labor induction practices.

FAQs

What is the Bishop score, and why is it important in induction of labor?1.
The Bishop score predicts the likelihood of successful vaginal delivery
following induction, based on cervical ripeness. A higher score suggests
a better chance of successful induction.



What are the main indications for induction of labor? Maternal1.
indications include pre-eclampsia, gestational diabetes, and post-term
pregnancy. Fetal indications include IUGR and non-reassuring fetal heart
rate patterns.

What are the potential risks associated with induction of labor? Risks1.
include Cesarean delivery, uterine hyperstimulation, and postpartum
hemorrhage.

What are the different methods of inducing labor? Methods include1.
cervical ripening (using prostaglandins or mechanical methods) and
oxytocin administration.

How is fetal well-being monitored during induction? Continuous fetal1.
heart rate monitoring is essential to assess fetal health and detect any
signs of distress.

What are the contraindications to induction of labor? Contraindications1.
include active genital herpes, placenta previa, and prior classical
uterine incision.

What is the role of informed consent in induction of labor? Patients1.
must be fully informed of the benefits, risks, and alternatives to
induction before consenting to the procedure.

How often should uterine activity be monitored during induction? Uterine1.
activity should be monitored frequently, with the frequency depending on
the method of induction and the patient's condition.

When is Cesarean delivery considered during induction of labor? Cesarean1.
delivery may be necessary if there are complications such as fetal
distress, uterine hyperstimulation, or failed induction.



Related Articles:

Cervical Ripening Agents and Induction of Labor: This article explores1.
the various cervical ripening agents used before labor induction,
detailing their mechanisms of action, efficacy, and associated risks.

Oxytocin Induction of Labor: A Comprehensive Review: A detailed1.
examination of using oxytocin to induce labor, encompassing
administration techniques, monitoring protocols, and potential adverse
effects.

The Bishop Score and its Predictive Value in Labor Induction: A focused1.
analysis of the Bishop score, its limitations, and its role in
predicting successful vaginal delivery after labor induction.

Post-Term Pregnancy Management and the Decision to Induce Labor: This1.
article specifically addresses the nuances of managing pregnancies that
extend beyond 41 weeks, including the indications and timing of
induction.

Preeclampsia and Induction of Labor: A Critical Appraisal: This article1.
examines the interplay between preeclampsia and the decision to induce
labor, emphasizing the need for careful assessment and risk management.

Managing Complications During Induction of Labor: A detailed analysis of1.
potential complications during labor induction, including their
prevention, recognition, and management strategies.

Comparison of Different Methods of Labor Induction: This article will1.
compare and contrast the efficacy and safety of various labor induction
methods, assisting clinicians in making evidence-based choices.



Psychological Aspects of Labor Induction: Patient Perspectives: This1.
article explores the emotional and psychological impact of labor
induction on pregnant individuals and their coping mechanisms.

The Role of Ultrasound in Monitoring Labor Induction: This article will1.
outline the value of ultrasound imaging in assessing fetal well-being
and cervical changes during induction.

  acog practice bulletin induction of labor: WHO Recommendations for Augmentation of
Labour World Health Organization, 2014 Optimizing outcomes for women in labor at the global level
requires evidence-based guidance of health workers to improve care through appropriate patient
selection and use of effective interventions. In this regard, the World Health Organization (WHO)
published recommendations for induction of labor in 2011. The goal of the present guideline is to
consolidate the guidance for effective interventions that are needed to reduce the global burden of
prolonged labor and its consequences. The primary target audience includes health professionals
responsible for developing national and local health protocols and policies, as well as obstetricians,
midwives, nurses, general medical practitioners, managers of maternal and child health programs,
and public health policy-makers in all settings.
  acog practice bulletin induction of labor: A Practical Manual to Labor and Delivery for
Medical Students and Residents Shad Deering MD, 2009-05-11 This book is meant to bridge the gap
between small handbooks that do not contain enough material to understand why you are doing
certain things and large textbooks that lack the practical information you need for how to do specific
procedures, write notes, orders, and dictations. After reading it, you will be prepared to care for an
obstetric patient from the moment they arrive in triage until the time they are discharged. You will
understand not only how to perform both simple and complicated procedures, but also why they are
necessary, and you will have the answers to the most common pimp questions that are asked of
students and residents. The most up-to-date literature and evidence-based recommendations have
been used to create simple treatment algorithms for the most common issues you will face, and
numerous illustrations are included for clarity as well. Because of its focus, this book is also valuable
resource for staff physicians who need an updated text on current obstetric care as well as for those
who regularly interact with and teach medical students and residents.
  acog practice bulletin induction of labor: Guidelines for Perinatal Care American
Academy of Pediatrics, American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists, 1997 This guide has
been developed jointly by the American Academy of Pediatrics and the American College of
Obstetricians and Gynecologists, and is designed for use by all personnel involved in the care of
pregnant women, their foetuses, and their neonates.
  acog practice bulletin induction of labor: Electronic Fetal Monitoring Xiaohui Guo,
2021-03-25 This book offers clinicians involved in perinatal care a detailed and in-depth perspective
on electronic fetal monitoring (EFM). Topics include EFM management, antepartum and
intrapartum fetal assessment and application of EFM in abnormal pregnancy, obstetrical
complications, fetal acid-base balance, and fetal arrhythmias. Variant fetal heart rate patterns are
presented with interpretation, diagnosis and comments from experts who have wealthy experience
in high risk pregnancy intervention. It will be a valuable reference for physicians, nurses, and
midwives who are responsible for initiating, performing, and interpreting EFM.
  acog practice bulletin induction of labor: Birth Settings in America National Academies of



Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine, Health and Medicine Division, Division of Behavioral and
Social Sciences and Education, Board on Children, Youth, and Families, Committee on Assessing
Health Outcomes by Birth Settings, 2020-05-01 The delivery of high quality and equitable care for
both mothers and newborns is complex and requires efforts across many sectors. The United States
spends more on childbirth than any other country in the world, yet outcomes are worse than other
high-resource countries, and even worse for Black and Native American women. There are a variety
of factors that influence childbirth, including social determinants such as income, educational levels,
access to care, financing, transportation, structural racism and geographic variability in birth
settings. It is important to reevaluate the United States' approach to maternal and newborn care
through the lens of these factors across multiple disciplines. Birth Settings in America: Outcomes,
Quality, Access, and Choice reviews and evaluates maternal and newborn care in the United States,
the epidemiology of social and clinical risks in pregnancy and childbirth, birth settings research, and
access to and choice of birth settings.
  acog practice bulletin induction of labor: Fetal Heart Rate Monitoring Roger K. Freeman,
Thomas J. Garite, Michael P. Nageotte, Lisa A. Miller, 2012-09-26 Fetal heart rate monitoring affects
the lives of millions of women and infants every year in the United States alone. Used by all
members of the obstetric team - nurses, students, midwives, and physicians – it is the primary
method to assess fetal oxygenation in both the antepartum and intrapartum setting. Improving
outcomes and promoting patient safety depends upon correct use and interpretation of fetal heart
rate monitoring, and is crucial to daily obstetric practice. This fourth edition provides the obstetrical
team a framework within which to interpret and understand fetal heart rate tracings and their
implications. The text covers key issues as the physiological basis for monitoring, a discussion of
fetal hypoxemia and neonatal encephalopathy, instrumentation and pattern recognition. In addition
to an in-depth review of the standardized NICHD nomenclature and three-tiered FHR Category
approach, there are chapters on intrapartum and antepartum management as well as fetal central
nervous system effects on monitor patterns. Since fetal monitoring is primarily a screening tool
there are also discussions on the use of backup methods for evaluation of abnormal patterns. This
4th edition also brings the addition of Lisa A. Miller CNM, JD, who provides a nursing and midwifery
perspective as well an enhanced legal and risk management review. This new fourth edition
includes: Review of neonatal encephalopathy and recent studies on CP Currentinformation and
discussion of most recent NICHD panel recommendations, both antepartum and intrapartum New
chapter on Pitfalls in EFM Detailed chapter on risk management, liability & documentation New
section on fetal maternal hemorrhage Update on new instrumentation Crucial information on
maternal/fetal coincidence and FDA warnings All chapters include updated practice tips and clinical
implications for the entire obstetric team Plus, with this edition clinicians have access to a
companion website with full text and an image bank for fast & simplified clinical review.
  acog practice bulletin induction of labor: Cervical Ripening and Induction and
Augmentation of Labor Kathleen Rice Simpson, Judith H. Poole, 1998
  acog practice bulletin induction of labor: 50 Studies Every Obstetrician-Gynecologist
Should Know Constance Liu, Noah Rindos, Scott A. Shainker, 2021-02-19 50 Studies Every
Obstetrician-Gynecologist Should Know presents key studies that have shaped the practice of
obstetrics and gynecology. Selected using a rigorous methodology, the studies cover topics including
hypertension in pregnancy, infectious diseases of pregnancy, family planning, urogynecology, and
more. For each study, a concise summary is presented with an emphasis on the results and
limitations of the study, and its implications for practice. An illustrative clinical case concludes each
review, followed by brief information on other relevant studies. This book is a must-read for
obstetrician-gynecologists, internists, family practitioners, nurse practitioners, and midwives, as well
as anyone who wants to learn more about the data behind clinical practice.
  acog practice bulletin induction of labor: WHO recommendations on induction of
labour, at or beyond term World Health Organization, 2022-10-06 The updated recommendations
in this document on the timing of induction of labour supersede the previous WHO recommendations



on this topic, in the 2018 publication WHO recommendations: induction of labour at or beyond term.
  acog practice bulletin induction of labor: The Safety and Quality of Abortion Care in the
United States National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine, Health and Medicine
Division, Board on Health Care Services, Board on Population Health and Public Health Practice,
Committee on Reproductive Health Services: Assessing the Safety and Quality of Abortion Care in
the U.S., 2018-06-24 Abortion is a legal medical procedure that has been provided to millions of
American women. Since the Institute of Medicine first reviewed the health implications of national
legalized abortion in 1975, there has been a plethora of related scientific research, including
well-designed randomized clinical trials, systematic reviews, and epidemiological studies examining
abortion care. This research has focused on examining the relative safety of abortion methods and
the appropriateness of methods for different clinical circumstances. With this growing body of
research, earlier abortion methods have been refined, discontinued, and new approaches have been
developed. The Safety and Quality of Abortion Care in the United States offers a comprehensive
review of the current state of the science related to the provision of safe, high-quality abortion
services in the United States. This report considers 8 research questions and presents conclusions,
including gaps in research.
  acog practice bulletin induction of labor: Practical Guide to Oral Exams in Obstetrics and
Gynecology Görker Sel, 2019-11-13 This book, based on non-interactive question-and-answer format,
offers an essential guide for medical students who need to prepare for oral exams or clinical visits.
Starting from specific clinical situations the volume provides clear questions on the theory related to
the cases. Each question is followed by correct answers that summarize the main information.
Suggested reading are included to deepen the topics and enhance the readers knowledge.
Accordingly, this practical guide will help students get ready for their oral exams, and help prepare
young residents for their first clinical cases.
  acog practice bulletin induction of labor: Guidelines for Women's Health Care American
College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists, 2007 Helps readers understand the principles of health
care and management for diverse types of delivery systems and the role of ob-gyns and other
providers in hospital and office practice.
  acog practice bulletin induction of labor: Essential Clinical Anesthesia Charles Vacanti,
Scott Segal, Pankaj Sikka, Richard Urman, 2011-07-11 The clinical practice of anesthesia has
undergone many advances in the past few years, making this the perfect time for a new
state-of-the-art anesthesia textbook for practitioners and trainees. The goal of this book is to provide
a modern, clinically focused textbook giving rapid access to comprehensive, succinct knowledge
from experts in the field. All clinical topics of relevance to anesthesiology are organized into 29
sections consisting of more than 180 chapters. The print version contains 166 chapters that cover all
of the essential clinical topics, while an additional 17 chapters on subjects of interest to the more
advanced practitioner can be freely accessed at www.cambridge.org/vacanti. Newer techniques such
as ultrasound nerve blocks, robotic surgery and transesophageal echocardiography are included,
and numerous illustrations and tables assist the reader in rapidly assimilating key information. This
authoritative text is edited by distinguished Harvard Medical School faculty, with contributors from
many of the leading academic anesthesiology departments in the United States and an introduction
from Dr S. R. Mallampati. This book is your essential companion when preparing for board review
and recertification exams and in your daily clinical practice.
  acog practice bulletin induction of labor: Evidence Based Labor and Delivery
Management Vincenzo Berghella, Gabriele Saccone, Tullio Ghi, Amanda Roman, 2019-02-28 This
book is a guide to labour and delivery management for trainees in obstetrics and gynaecology, and
midwives. Divided into three sections, the text begins with detailed discussion on labour, from
preparation before labour and delivery, through the different stages of labour, to postpartum care.
The next section covers caesarean delivery, and the third, ‘special labour’ which explains labour
complications, twins, prelabour rupture of membranes, and more. The book is authored by
recognised experts from the USA and Italy, and is based on evidence from randomised controlled



trials (RCTs). Clinical photographs, diagrams and tables further enhance learning. Key points Guide
to labour and delivery management for trainees in obstetrics and gynaecology, and midwives Text
based on evidence from randomised controlled trials (RCTs) Recognised author team from USA and
Italy Includes clinical photographs, diagrams and tables
  acog practice bulletin induction of labor: Antenatal Disorders for the MRCOG and
Beyond Dilly Anumba, Shehnaaz Jivraj, 2016-08-18 Fully up to date, this new edition covers all
aspects of care for women developing disorders during pregnancy.
  acog practice bulletin induction of labor: Disorders of the Placenta, Fetus, and Neonate
Richard L. Naeye, 1992
  acog practice bulletin induction of labor: The Health of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and
Transgender People Institute of Medicine, Board on the Health of Select Populations, Committee
on Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender Health Issues and Research Gaps and Opportunities,
2011-06-24 At a time when lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender individuals-often referred to
under the umbrella acronym LGBT-are becoming more visible in society and more socially
acknowledged, clinicians and researchers are faced with incomplete information about their health
status. While LGBT populations often are combined as a single entity for research and advocacy
purposes, each is a distinct population group with its own specific health needs. Furthermore, the
experiences of LGBT individuals are not uniform and are shaped by factors of race, ethnicity,
socioeconomic status, geographical location, and age, any of which can have an effect on
health-related concerns and needs. The Health of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender People
assesses the state of science on the health status of LGBT populations, identifies research gaps and
opportunities, and outlines a research agenda for the National Institute of Health. The report
examines the health status of these populations in three life stages: childhood and adolescence,
early/middle adulthood, and later adulthood. At each life stage, the committee studied mental health,
physical health, risks and protective factors, health services, and contextual influences. To advance
understanding of the health needs of all LGBT individuals, the report finds that researchers need
more data about the demographics of these populations, improved methods for collecting and
analyzing data, and an increased participation of sexual and gender minorities in research. The
Health of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender People is a valuable resource for policymakers,
federal agencies including the National Institute of Health (NIH), LGBT advocacy groups, clinicians,
and service providers.
  acog practice bulletin induction of labor: Monitoring in Anesthesia and Perioperative
Care David L. Reich, 2011-08-08 Monitoring in Anesthesia and Perioperative Care is a practical and
comprehensive resource documenting the current art and science of perioperative patient
monitoring, addressing the systems-based practice issues that drive the highly regulated health care
industry of the early twenty-first century. Initial chapters cover the history, medicolegal
implications, validity of measurement and education issues relating to monitoring. The core of the
book addresses the many monitoring modalities, with the majority of the chapters organized in a
systematic fashion to describe technical concepts, parameters monitored, evidence of utility
complications, credentialing and monitoring standards, and practice guidelines. Describing each
device, technique and principle of clinical monitoring in an accessible style, Monitoring in
Anesthesia and Perioperative Care is full of invaluable advice from the leading experts in the field,
making it an essential tool for every anesthesiologist.
  acog practice bulletin induction of labor: Medical Problems During Pregnancy Carolyn
Bernstein, Tamara C. Takoudes, 2017-01-16 This comprehensive, case-based title takes a practical
approach to treating the pregnant patient by illustrating common and less common issues that arise
during pregnancy. Outlining how difficult it often is to discern normal changes from pathological
changes in the pregnant patient, Medical Problems During Pregnancy addresses not only this core
dilemma but also a full array of specific, challenging issues to consider when pregnant patients
present with conditions like epilepsy, hypertension, cardiac arrhythmias and renal disease –
disorders requiring medication despite some risks. Although standard best practices generally



determine medication use, the practicality of medication at various stages of pregnancy is highly
variable. Medical Problems During Pregnancy outlines key points to consider when prescribing
medication and additionally offers a range of practical suggestions that can greatly improve the
physician-patient interaction. A unique and invaluable addition to the literature, Medical Problems
During Pregnancy will be of great interest to practicing obstetricians, primary care clinicians, family
practice physicians, nurse practitioners, and other allied health professionals.
  acog practice bulletin induction of labor: Pregnancy, Childbirth, Postpartum, and Newborn
Care , 2003 This guide provides a full range of updated, evidence-based norms and standards that
will enable health care providers to give high quality care during pregnancy, delivery and in the
postpartum period, considering the needs of the mother and her newborn baby. All
recommendations are for skilled attendants working at the primary level of health care, either at the
facility or in the community. They apply to all women attending antenatal care, in delivery,
postpartum or post abortion care, or who come for emergency care, and to all newborns at birth and
during the first week of life (or later) for routine and emergency care. This guide is a guide for
clinical decision-making. It facilitates the collection; analysis, classification and use of relevant
information by suggesting key questions, essential observations and/or examinations, and
recommending appropriate research-based interventions. It promotes the early detection of
complications and the initiation of early and appropriate treatment, including time referral, if
necessary. Correct use of this guide should help reduce high maternal and perinatal mortality and
morbidity rates prevalent in many parts of the developing world, thereby making pregnancy and
childbirth safer.
  acog practice bulletin induction of labor: Cancer Pain Relief World Health Organization,
1986
  acog practice bulletin induction of labor: Weight Gain During Pregnancy National Research
Council, Institute of Medicine, Board on Children, Youth, and Families, Food and Nutrition Board,
Committee to Reexamine IOM Pregnancy Weight Guidelines, 2010-01-14 As women of childbearing
age have become heavier, the trade-off between maternal and child health created by variation in
gestational weight gain has become more difficult to reconcile. Weight Gain During Pregnancy
responds to the need for a reexamination of the 1990 Institute of Medicine guidelines for weight
gain during pregnancy. It builds on the conceptual framework that underscored the 1990 weight
gain guidelines and addresses the need to update them through a comprehensive review of the
literature and independent analyses of existing databases. The book explores relationships between
weight gain during pregnancy and a variety of factors (e.g., the mother's weight and height before
pregnancy) and places this in the context of the health of the infant and the mother, presenting
specific, updated target ranges for weight gain during pregnancy and guidelines for proper
measurement. New features of this book include a specific range of recommended gain for obese
women. Weight Gain During Pregnancy is intended to assist practitioners who care for women of
childbearing age, policy makers, educators, researchers, and the pregnant women themselves to
understand the role of gestational weight gain and to provide them with the tools needed to promote
optimal pregnancy outcomes.
  acog practice bulletin induction of labor: Standards for Obstetric-gynecologic Services
American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists. Committee on Professional Standards, 1985
  acog practice bulletin induction of labor: Medical Technology Assessment Directory
Institute of Medicine, Council on Health Care Technology, 1988-02-01 For the first time, a single
reference identifies medical technology assessment programs. A valuable guide to the field, this
directory contains more than 60 profiles of programs that conduct and report on medical technology
assessments. Each profile includes a listing of report citations for that program, and all the reports
are indexed under major subject headings. Also included is a cross-listing of technology assessment
report citations arranged by type of technology headings, brief descriptions of approximately 70
information sources of potential interest to technology assessors, and addresses and descriptions of
70 organizations with memberships, activities, publications, and other functions relevant to the



medical technology assessment community.
  acog practice bulletin induction of labor: Perinatology Renato Augusto Moreira de Sá,
Eduardo Borges da Fonseca, 2021-11-18 This book presents the latest evidence-based guidelines for
perinatal management and is designed to help obstetricians and neonatologists minimize
complications and offer patients the best possible care. Since 1960, there has been a significant
increase in basic and clinical investigations on normal and pathological pregnancy in the developed
world. This has provided insights into the physiopathology of pregnant women, fetuses and
newborns and led to the development of new technologies, bringing about a new medical
subspecialty: perinatal medicine. The book is divided into eight main sections: The first examines
basic periconceptional care and discusses the ethical aspects of perinatology. The next section
focuses on prenatal considerations, such as the nutritional aspects of gestation and puerperium,
physical exercise during pregnancy, routine laboratory tests, prenatal care of multiple gestations
and the role of the neonatologist in prenatal care. The third and fourth sections then explore fetal
evaluation, and clinical intercurrences in pregnancy, respectively. The next section addresses
pregnancy complications: prevention, diagnosis and management. The sixth section covers the basic
aspects of congenital infections and the seventh examines labor and delivery aspects. Lastly, the
final section includes chapters on neonatal assistance. Written by leading experts in obstetrics,
neonatology, and perinatology, this thoroughly updated, comprehensive resource reflects the latest
information in all areas, including genetics and imaging.
  acog practice bulletin induction of labor: Management of Unintended and Abnormal
Pregnancy Maureen Paul, Steve Lichtenberg, Lynn Borgatta, David A. Grimes, Phillip G.
Stubblefield, Mitchell D. Creinin, 2011-08-24 Access to high quality abortion care is essential to
women’s health, as evidenced by the dramatic decrease in pregnancy-related morbidity and
mortality since the legalization of abortion in the United States, and by high rates of maternal death
and complications in those countries where abortion is still provided under unsafe conditions. The
past two decades have brought important advances in abortion care as well as increasing
cross-disciplinary use of abortion technologies in women’s health care. Abortion is an important
option for pregnant women who have serious medical conditions or fetal abnormalities, and fetal
reduction techniques are now well-integrated into infertility treatment to reduce the risks of multiple
pregnancies resulting from assisted reproductive technologies. Management of Unintended and
Abnormal Pregnancy: Comprehensive Abortion Care is the textbook of the National Abortion
Federation, and serves as the standard, evidence-based reference text in abortion care. This
state-of-the-art textbook provides a comprehensive overview of the public health implications of
unsafe abortion and reviews the best surgical and medical practices for pregnancy termination, as
well as managing ectopic and other abnormal pregnancies. Management of Unintended and
Abnormal Pregnancy: Comprehensive Abortion Care is the leading source for a comprehensive
understanding of issues related to unintended and abnormal pregnancy. This textbook: is authored
by internationally-known leaders in women's health care; addresses unintended pregnancy and
abortion from historical, legal, public health, clinical, and quality care perspectives; includes
chapters on pregnancy loss, ectopic pregnancy, gestational trophoblastic disease, and multifetal
pregnancy reduction; covers treatment of pregnancies in the first and second trimester by both
medical and surgical techniques; and provides resources for clinical, scientific, and social support
for the abortion provider and patient.
  acog practice bulletin induction of labor: Choosing Cesarean Magnus Murphy, M.D., Pauline
McDonagh Hull, 2012-02-21 Obstetrician and gynecologist Magnus Murphy, MD, and
journalist/advocate Pauline McDonagh Hull offer a compelling case for surgical delivery as a
legitimate birth choice for informed women. By offering a wealth of medical evidence from around
the world and thoughtfully countering the many objections detractors have lodged against it, the
authors convincingly demonstrate that a planned cesarean birth at thirty-nine- plus weeks is a safe
and often preferred alternative to a planned vaginal delivery. An indispensable guide for women,
their families, and medical professionals.



  acog practice bulletin induction of labor: WHO Recommendations on Intrapartum Care
for a Positive Childbirth Experience World Health Organization, 2018 This up-to-date,
comprehensive and consolidated guideline on essential intrapartum care brings together new and
existing WHO recommendations that, when delivered as a package, will ensure good-quality and
evidence-based care irrespective of the setting or level of health care. The recommendations
presented in this guideline are neither country nor region specific and acknowledge the variations
that exist globally as to the level of available health services within and between countries. The
guideline highlights the importance of woman-centered care to optimize the experience of labor and
childbirth for women and their babies through a holistic, human rights-based approach. It introduces
a global model of intrapartum care, which takes into account the complexity and diverse nature of
prevailing models of care and contemporary practice. The recommendations in this guideline are
intended to inform the development of relevant national- and local-level health policies and clinical
protocols. Therefore, the target audience includes national and local public health policy-makers,
implementers and managers of maternal and child health programs, health care facility managers,
nongovernmental organizations (NGOs), professional societies involved in the planning and
management of maternal and child health services, health care professionals (including nurses,
midwives, general medical practitioners and obstetricians) and academic staff involved in training
health care professionals.
  acog practice bulletin induction of labor: Handbook of Clinical Obstetrics E. Albert
Reece, MD, PhD, MBA, John C. Hobbins, 2008-04-15 The second edition of this quick reference
handbook for obstetricians and gynecologists and primary care physicians is designed to
complement the parent textbook Clinical Obstetrics: The Fetus & Mother The third edition of
Clinical Obstetrics: The Fetus & Mother is unique in that it gives in-depth attention to the two
patients – fetus and mother, with special coverage of each patient. Clinical Obstetrics thoroughly
reviews the biology, pathology, and clinical management of disorders affecting both the fetus and
the mother. Clinical Obstetrics: The Fetus & Mother - Handbook provides the practising physician
with succinct, clinically focused information in an easily retrievable format that facilitates diagnosis,
evaluation, and treatment. When you need fast answers to specific questions, you can turn with
confidence to this streamlined, updated reference.
  acog practice bulletin induction of labor: Preterm Birth Institute of Medicine, Board on
Health Sciences Policy, Committee on Understanding Premature Birth and Assuring Healthy
Outcomes, 2007-05-23 The increasing prevalence of preterm birth in the United States is a complex
public health problem that requires multifaceted solutions. Preterm birth is a cluster of problems
with a set of overlapping factors of influence. Its causes may include individual-level behavioral and
psychosocial factors, sociodemographic and neighborhood characteristics, environmental exposure,
medical conditions, infertility treatments, and biological factors. Many of these factors co-occur,
particularly in those who are socioeconomically disadvantaged or who are members of racial and
ethnic minority groups. While advances in perinatal and neonatal care have improved survival for
preterm infants, those infants who do survive have a greater risk than infants born at term for
developmental disabilities, health problems, and poor growth. The birth of a preterm infant can also
bring considerable emotional and economic costs to families and have implications for public-sector
services, such as health insurance, educational, and other social support systems. Preterm Birth
assesses the problem with respect to both its causes and outcomes. This book addresses the need for
research involving clinical, basic, behavioral, and social science disciplines. By defining and
addressing the health and economic consequences of premature birth, this book will be of particular
interest to health care professionals, public health officials, policy makers, professional associations
and clinical, basic, behavioral, and social science researchers.
  acog practice bulletin induction of labor: Recent Declines in Induction of Labor by
Gestational Age Michelle J. K. Osterman, Joyce A. Martin, 2014
  acog practice bulletin induction of labor: Labour Room Emergencies , 2020 Developed by
a leading panel of experts in the field of obstetrics, this book provides an overview of disease



presentation, treatment, protocols and outcomes in the field of obstetrics. This exhaustive
compilation is a culmination of a targeted multidisciplinary approach and evidence based
management in obstetrics. Up to date and easy to understand, it offers a blend of widely accepted
guidelines, practical clinical know-how and the latest advances in the field, covering all the
emergencies encountered in the delivery room.
  acog practice bulletin induction of labor: Optimal Care in Childbirth Henci Goer, Amy
Romano, 2013-06 Meticulously documented, Optimal Care in Childbirth pulls back the curtain on
medical-model management of childbirth. Written for those who want to practice according to the
best evidence, assist women in making informed decisions, or advocate for maternity care reforms, it
provides an in-depth analysis of the evidence basis for physiologic care.
  acog practice bulletin induction of labor: Evidence-based Maternity Care Carol Sakala,
Maureen P. Corry, 2008 Evidence-based maternity care uses the best available research on the
safety and effectiveness of specific practices to help guide maternity care decisions and to facilitate
optimal outcomes in mothers and newborns.-- From foreword.
  acog practice bulletin induction of labor: Pregnancy C. H. Rodeck, 2003 This issue forms
part of a series of expert reviews on selected health topics in fields where significant new
developments are occurring. It is an invaluable reference source and allows those working in other
specialities and younger clinicians and scientists to update their knowledge in important and
well-defined subject areas.
  acog practice bulletin induction of labor: GentleBirth Tracy Donegan, 2018-06-18 Discover
your roadmap to a positive birth! A positive birth comes in many forms - for some it's an early
effective epidural for another it's a serene water birth or a calm planned cesarean. What we know
for sure is that a positive birth is defined by YOU - not your best friend, Mom or even your OB or
Midwife. The award winning GentleBirth program combines brain science, birth science and
technology so you can feel inspired, excited and uplifted every day of your pregnancy - and beyond!
Every woman wants a safe, positive gentle birth - for themselves and for their baby. Midwife,
GentleBirth Founder and positive birth expert Tracy Donegan shows you how as she guides you step
by step including the following: Practical tools to prepare you and your partner for a positive birth -
as defined by YOU! Use brain science to reduce pain and fear in labor. Discover the ultimate stress
reduction toolkit of techniques of simple meditation, hypnosis and sport psychology. Train your brain
for confidence and resilience - long after your baby arrives Learn breathing techniques that work.
Navigate your options with confidence for a GentleBirth for you and your baby.
  acog practice bulletin induction of labor: Perinatal Autopsy Manual Marie Valdes-Dapena,
Dale Huff, 1993-07-01 Provides a practical but complete guide for the performance of perinatal
autopsies. It is simple enough to be used routinely by pathologists with limited facilities. On the
other hand, it is complete enough to provide pathologists in major medical centers with a reliable,
basic outline. Addresses primarily the autopsy of the fetus or newborn which has reached the stage
of viability, however the techniques described are also useful in the examination of a fetus as
premature as 9 or 10 weeks fertilization age. Photos.
  acog practice bulletin induction of labor: Clinical Practice Guidelines for Midwifery &
Women's Health Nell L. Tharpe, Cindy L. Farley, Robin G. Jordan, 2021-01-28 Clinical Practice
Guidelines for Midwifery & Women's Health, Sixth Edition is an accessible and easy-to-use quick
reference guide for midwives and women’s healthcare providers. Completely updated and revised to
reflect the changing clinical environment, it offers current evidence-based practice, updated
approaches, and opportunities for midwifery leadership in every practice setting. Also included are
integrative, alternative, and complementary therapies.
  acog practice bulletin induction of labor: Clinical Practice Guidelines for Midwifery and
Women's Health Nell Tharpe, Cindy L. Farley, Robin G. Jordan, 2012-05 Clinical Practice
Guidelines for Midwifery & Women's Health, Fourth Edition is a trusted quick reference guide to
midwifery and well woman care. Completely updated and revised, this new edition reflects the
rapidly changing clinical environment. It addresses documentation and risk management to aid in



decision-making and appropriate document care. Convenient and easy-to-use, this new edition
encompasses traditional, empirical, and evidence-based practice to meet the needs of a broad range
of new and experienced practitioners and patients. * Meets the recommendations of the American
College of Nurse-Midwives (ACNM) and the Midwives Alliance of North America (MANA) for written
policies and/or practice guidelines * Reflects current and emerging midwifery and women's health
practice * Provides support and guidance for daily clinical decision making
  acog practice bulletin induction of labor: Evidence-Based Management of Sickle Cell
Disease M D George R Buchanan, M D M P H Araba N Afenyi-Annan, M D Samir K Ballas,
2014-09-09 Sickle cell disease can be severe and disabling. When properly treated, patients live
longer and with better quality life. This is a US government publication intended to provide
evidence-based guidelines for the care of these patients for the use of all concerned providers as
well as patients and family members. This book is available in print here for convenience.
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