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Summary: This article provides a comprehensive analysis of the accounting manager salary in Los
Angeles, considering factors like experience, industry, company size, and the high cost of living. It
explores the challenges faced by accounting managers in the city, such as intense competition and
demanding work-life balance, while highlighting the attractive opportunities presented by a vibrant
economy and a high demand for skilled professionals. The article also offers advice for navigating the
job market and maximizing earning potential in this competitive landscape.
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Understanding the Accounting Manager Salary Landscape in
Los Angeles

Los Angeles, a global hub for entertainment, technology, and finance, offers a dynamic yet
competitive job market for accounting professionals. The accounting manager salary Los Angeles
varies significantly based on several interconnected factors. Let’s delve into these key determinants.

1. Experience and Education: The Foundation of Your Salary



The most significant factor influencing the accounting manager salary Los Angeles is experience.
Entry-level accounting managers with 3-5 years of experience might earn between $80,000 and
$110,000 annually. Mid-level managers (5-10 years) can expect salaries ranging from $110,000 to
$150,000, while highly experienced accounting managers with over 10 years of experience can
command salaries exceeding $180,000 or more. Possessing relevant certifications like CPA or CMA
significantly boosts earning potential. An MBA further enhances salary prospects.

2. Industry Influence: Where Your Expertise Matters

The industry plays a crucial role. The accounting manager salary Los Angeles in high-growth sectors
like technology and entertainment tends to be higher than in more traditional industries. For example,
an accounting manager in a tech startup might earn more than a peer in a non-profit organization,
even with similar experience.

3. Company Size and Structure: Big vs. Small

Larger corporations generally offer higher salaries and comprehensive benefits packages compared to
smaller companies or startups. However, startups often provide greater opportunities for career
advancement and equity participation. The accounting manager salary Los Angeles reflects this
variation, with larger firms offering competitive compensation packages.

4. Cost of Living Adjustment: The LA Factor

Los Angeles boasts a notoriously high cost of living. Housing, transportation, and everyday expenses
significantly impact the perceived value of an accounting manager salary Los Angeles. While the
salary might appear high on paper, it's crucial to consider the living expenses when evaluating job
offers.

Challenges Facing Accounting Managers in Los Angeles

The competitive nature of the Los Angeles job market presents several challenges for accounting
managers. The high demand for skilled professionals translates to intense competition, requiring
candidates to possess exceptional skills and qualifications. Maintaining a healthy work-life balance
can be difficult, given the demanding nature of the job and the fast-paced environment of many Los
Angeles businesses.

Opportunities for Accounting Managers in Los Angeles

Despite the challenges, Los Angeles offers many opportunities for accounting managers. The city's
diverse economy creates a high demand for skilled financial professionals. Furthermore, the presence
of numerous Fortune 500 companies and a thriving startup ecosystem provides ample career
progression and advancement potential. The accounting manager salary Los Angeles reflects this



demand, making it an attractive location for those seeking lucrative and fulfilling careers.

Navigating the Los Angeles Accounting Job Market

To succeed in this competitive landscape, accounting managers should focus on continuous
professional development, networking, and showcasing their unique skills and experience. Targeting
specific industries and companies aligns career goals with job opportunities, maximizing earning
potential.

Conclusion

The accounting manager salary Los Angeles is highly variable but generally reflects a competitive job
market with attractive opportunities. By understanding the factors that influence salary, and actively
addressing the challenges, accounting managers can maximize their earning potential and build
successful careers in this dynamic city. Continuous learning, networking, and strategic career
planning are key to thriving in the Los Angeles accounting scene.

FAQs

What is the average accounting manager salary in Los Angeles for someone with 5 years of1.
experience? The average salary for an accounting manager in Los Angeles with 5 years of
experience typically falls between $110,000 and $150,000, but this can vary based on industry
and company.

How does the cost of living in Los Angeles impact the accounting manager salary? The high cost1.
of living in Los Angeles needs to be considered when evaluating salary offers. While the salary
might seem high, the actual purchasing power might be lower compared to other cities.

What certifications can boost my accounting manager salary in Los Angeles? Obtaining1.
certifications like CPA (Certified Public Accountant) and CMA (Certified Management
Accountant) significantly increases earning potential.

Which industries in Los Angeles offer the highest accounting manager salaries? Technology,1.
entertainment, and finance generally offer the highest salaries for accounting managers in Los
Angeles.



What is the typical salary range for a senior accounting manager in Los Angeles? Senior1.
accounting managers with 10+ years of experience can earn upwards of $180,000 annually, or
even more depending on various factors.

How important is networking in finding a high-paying accounting manager position in Los1.
Angeles? Networking is crucial. Building connections within the industry increases visibility and
access to potential job opportunities.

What are the typical benefits offered alongside an accounting manager salary in Los Angeles?1.
Benefits packages usually include health insurance, retirement plans, paid time off, and
potentially bonuses or stock options.

Is an MBA beneficial for an accounting manager's salary in Los Angeles? An MBA can1.
significantly enhance salary prospects and open doors to leadership roles.

How can I negotiate a higher accounting manager salary in Los Angeles? Thorough research on1.
industry benchmarks, showcasing achievements, and presenting a strong case for your value
are key to successful salary negotiations.

Related Articles:

Top 10 Accounting Firms in Los Angeles and Their Salary Ranges: This article explores the1.
compensation packages offered by leading accounting firms in Los Angeles, providing insights
into industry standards.

The Impact of Remote Work on Accounting Manager Salaries in Los Angeles: This piece analyzes1.
how the rise of remote work affects compensation in the Los Angeles accounting sector.

Negotiating Your Accounting Manager Salary: A Los Angeles Guide: This article offers practical1.
advice and strategies for negotiating higher salaries in the competitive Los Angeles job market.



Career Progression for Accounting Managers in Los Angeles: This article outlines potential1.
career paths and advancement opportunities for accounting managers in Los Angeles.

The Role of Certifications in Enhancing Accounting Manager Salaries in Los Angeles: This article1.
focuses on the impact of professional certifications like CPA and CMA on earning potential.

Cost of Living Comparison: Accounting Manager Salaries in Los Angeles vs. Other Major Cities:1.
This analysis compares the real purchasing power of accounting manager salaries in Los
Angeles with other major US cities.

Accounting Manager Job Market Trends in Los Angeles: This article explores current trends and1.
forecasts for the accounting manager job market in Los Angeles.

The Benefits Package: A Comprehensive Guide for Accounting Managers in Los Angeles: This1.
article provides a detailed overview of the typical benefits offered alongside accounting
manager salaries in Los Angeles.

Interviewing for an Accounting Manager Position in Los Angeles: Tips and Strategies: This article1.
offers guidance on successfully navigating the interview process for accounting manager
positions in Los Angeles.
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Additional Resources
City of Los Angeles Class Code/Title MOU No. or Non-Rep …
City of Los Angeles Class Code/Title MOU No. or Non-Rep Ordinance No. As of 5/14/2025 Class Code
Class Title Salary Range: MOU No. or Ordinance No. 9206 311 Director MOU 36 2208 …



Los Angeles Unified School District July 1, 2023 Classified …
Los Angeles Unified School District Personnel Commission July 1, 2023 Classified Salary Schedule
Class Code ... 1045 Accounting Manager: VV Monthly: $11,264.52 $11,876.12: …

US CPA and professional services salary guide - Brewer Morris
Mar 7, 2024 · In this guide, we have provided salary benchmarking and typical bonus structures for
public accounting professionals. We’ve also included some examples of our work across …

LACCD Monthly Salary Schedules Sort by Job Class
Note: All salaries are listed as monthly and are based on a 12 month position. This salary information
should only be used as a source of reference and should not constitute an …

186352 - Los Angeles
Nov 3, 2019 · General Manager listings, and salary adjustments for certain non-represented classes
effective October 28, 2018, through June 30, 2022. THE PEOPLE OF THE CITY OF …

CITY OF LOS ANGELES OFFICE OF FINANCE FINANCIAL …
CITY OF LOS ANGELES OFFICE OF FINANCE FINANCIAL MANAGER Annual Salary: $87,361 to $127,702
The Financial Manager assigned to the Office of Finance’s (Finance) Treasury …

ACCOUNTING MANAGER/ CONTROLLER - wbcpinc.com
ACCOUNTING MANAGER/ CONTROLLER SALARY RANGE: UP TO $177,105 DOE/DOQ* *This range will
also be subject to a 2% COLA that takes effect on July 1, 2025. ... Los …

How To Look Up Salary Ranges for City of Los Angeles …
Salary ranges are at the back of the MOU document. If the Class has an Ordinance number, then it is
for Non-Represented Employees. Click on the Non-Represented Employees Current date …

2023-24 CLASSIFIED MANAGEMENT SALARY SCHEDULE L
E N 309 Accounting Technician 034 5704 6017 6348 6697 7066 ... 10-Month Manager 50.00 100.00
150.00 200.00 250.00 ... Approved by Superintendent 11/01/23 Rates effective …

LOS ANGELES COUNTY CLASSIFICATION PLAN SCHEDULE A, …
LOS ANGELES COUNTY CLASSIFICATION PLAN SCHEDULE A, SCHEMATIC OUTLINE. Page 1 AS OF MAY
1, 2025. Approved base salary rates. Step or range advancement and …

Los Angeles Unified School District Personnel Commission …
Los Angeles Unified School District Personnel Commission July 1, 2023 Classified Salary Schedule
Class Code ... 1045 Accounting Manager: VV Monthly: $10,831.27 $11,419.35: …

ACCOUNTING TECHNICIAN I - Los Angeles County, California
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES invites applications for the position of: ACCOUNTING TECHNICIAN I SALARY:
$2,948.00 - $3,853.46 Monthly $35,376.00 - $46,241.52 Annually …

Los Angeles Unified School District Personnel Commission …
Feb 23, 2003 · Los Angeles Unified School District Personnel Commission July 1, 2022 Classified Salary
Schedule ... Accounting Manager VV; Monthly. $9,816.84. $10,349.84. $10,921.92; …

Salaries for Non-Represented Employees - Los Angeles
ordinances. The following is a list of salary rates or ranges for non-represented classifications effective
October 18~ 2018 through June 19, 2022. The list only includes salary rates or …



Los Angeles Unified School District Personnel Commission …
Los Angeles Unified School District Personnel Commission July 1, 2023 Classified Salary Schedule.
1446 Architectural Designer EE. Hourly. $37.50000 1451. Architectural Drafting …

LOS ANGELES HOUSING DEPARTMENT ASSISTANT GENERAL …
The Los Angeles Housing Department (LAHD) is seeking an experienced and innovative individual to
join the Department’s executive team as an Assistant General Manager (AGM) of …

Los Angeles Unified School District Personnel Commission …
Jan 20, 2007 · Los Angeles Unified School District Personnel Commission July 1, 2020 Classified Salary
Schedule Class Code Class Title Unit Hourly / Monthly Rate Step 1 Step 2 Step 3 Step …

Los Angeles Unified School District Personnel Commission …
Jan 21, 2007 · Los Angeles Unified School District Personnel Commission July 1, 2021 Classified Salary
Schedule Classifications italicized in blue font are currently FROZEN 1 Last updated: …

CAREER-OPPORTUNITIES FOR ACCOUNTING CLERK - Los …
The following information is being given to describe potential opportunities as an Accounting Clerk.
The career ladders that these titles commonly follow have been illustrated in the …

LOS ANGELES COUNTY CLASS AND SALARY LISTING
LOS ANGELES COUNTY CLASS AND SALARY LISTING ALPHABETICAL ORDER. Page 2 AS OF MAY 1,
2025. Approved base salary rates. Step or range advancement and eligibility for …

City of Los Angeles Class Code/Title MOU No. or Non-Rep …
City of Los Angeles Class Code/Title MOU No. or Non-Rep Ordinance No. As of 5/14/2025 Class Code
Class Title Salary Range: MOU No. or Ordinance No. 9206 311 Director MOU 36 2208 …

Los Angeles Unified School District July 1, 2023 Classified …
Los Angeles Unified School District Personnel Commission July 1, 2023 Classified Salary Schedule
Class Code ... 1045 Accounting Manager: VV Monthly: $11,264.52 $11,876.12: …

US CPA and professional services salary guide - Brewer Morris
Mar 7, 2024 · In this guide, we have provided salary benchmarking and typical bonus structures for
public accounting professionals. We’ve also included some examples of our work across …

LACCD Monthly Salary Schedules Sort by Job Class
Note: All salaries are listed as monthly and are based on a 12 month position. This salary information
should only be used as a source of reference and should not constitute an …

186352 - Los Angeles
Nov 3, 2019 · General Manager listings, and salary adjustments for certain non-represented classes
effective October 28, 2018, through June 30, 2022. THE PEOPLE OF THE CITY OF …

CITY OF LOS ANGELES OFFICE OF FINANCE FINANCIAL …
CITY OF LOS ANGELES OFFICE OF FINANCE FINANCIAL MANAGER Annual Salary: $87,361 to $127,702
The Financial Manager assigned to the Office of Finance’s (Finance) Treasury …

ACCOUNTING MANAGER/ CONTROLLER - wbcpinc.com
ACCOUNTING MANAGER/ CONTROLLER SALARY RANGE: UP TO $177,105 DOE/DOQ* *This range will
also be subject to a 2% COLA that takes effect on July 1, 2025. ... Los Angeles, the …



How To Look Up Salary Ranges for City of Los Angeles …
Salary ranges are at the back of the MOU document. If the Class has an Ordinance number, then it is
for Non-Represented Employees. Click on the Non-Represented Employees Current date …

2023-24 CLASSIFIED MANAGEMENT SALARY SCHEDULE L
E N 309 Accounting Technician 034 5704 6017 6348 6697 7066 ... 10-Month Manager 50.00 100.00
150.00 200.00 250.00 ... Approved by Superintendent 11/01/23 Rates effective …

LOS ANGELES COUNTY CLASSIFICATION PLAN SCHEDULE A, …
LOS ANGELES COUNTY CLASSIFICATION PLAN SCHEDULE A, SCHEMATIC OUTLINE. Page 1 AS OF MAY
1, 2025. Approved base salary rates. Step or range advancement and …

Los Angeles Unified School District Personnel Commission …
Los Angeles Unified School District Personnel Commission July 1, 2023 Classified Salary Schedule
Class Code ... 1045 Accounting Manager: VV Monthly: $10,831.27 $11,419.35: …

ACCOUNTING TECHNICIAN I - Los Angeles County, California
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES invites applications for the position of: ACCOUNTING TECHNICIAN I SALARY:
$2,948.00 - $3,853.46 Monthly $35,376.00 - $46,241.52 Annually OPENING DATE: …

Los Angeles Unified School District Personnel Commission …
Feb 23, 2003 · Los Angeles Unified School District Personnel Commission July 1, 2022 Classified Salary
Schedule ... Accounting Manager VV; Monthly. $9,816.84. $10,349.84. $10,921.92; …

Salaries for Non-Represented Employees - Los Angeles
ordinances. The following is a list of salary rates or ranges for non-represented classifications effective
October 18~ 2018 through June 19, 2022. The list only includes salary rates or …

Los Angeles Unified School District Personnel Commission …
Los Angeles Unified School District Personnel Commission July 1, 2023 Classified Salary Schedule.
1446 Architectural Designer EE. Hourly. $37.50000 1451. Architectural Drafting …

LOS ANGELES HOUSING DEPARTMENT ASSISTANT GENERAL …
The Los Angeles Housing Department (LAHD) is seeking an experienced and innovative individual to
join the Department’s executive team as an Assistant General Manager (AGM) of …

Los Angeles Unified School District Personnel Commission …
Jan 20, 2007 · Los Angeles Unified School District Personnel Commission July 1, 2020 Classified Salary
Schedule Class Code Class Title Unit Hourly / Monthly Rate Step 1 Step 2 Step 3 Step …

Los Angeles Unified School District Personnel Commission …
Jan 21, 2007 · Los Angeles Unified School District Personnel Commission July 1, 2021 Classified Salary
Schedule Classifications italicized in blue font are currently FROZEN 1 Last updated: …

CAREER-OPPORTUNITIES FOR ACCOUNTING CLERK - Los …
The following information is being given to describe potential opportunities as an Accounting Clerk.
The career ladders that these titles commonly follow have been illustrated in the diagram …
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