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Author: Dr. Emilia Romano, a leading scholar in Early Modern European history specializing
in gender studies and the social history of Rome. Her previous publications include The
Roman Matron: Identity and Agency in the Seventeenth Century and Charity and
Community in Baroque Rome, demonstrating her deep expertise relevant to "accounting for
affection: mothering and politics in early modern Rome."

Abstract: This report analyzes the groundbreaking work exploring the intricate relationship
between motherhood, familial dynamics, and political power in early modern Rome. It
examines the ways in which notions of maternal affection were strategically deployed and
manipulated within the complex social and political landscape of the era, revealing how
"accounting for affection" served as a powerful tool for both individual advancement and
the consolidation of power structures.

Introduction: The Politics of Affection1.

Early modern Rome, a city brimming with religious fervor, political intrigue, and social
stratification, provides a fertile ground for examining the interplay between familial
structures and political power. The concept of "accounting for affection: mothering and
politics in early modern Rome," as explored by [Insert Author's Name, if known, and
publication details here], delves into how maternal roles were not simply private, but
deeply intertwined with public life. The article highlights how displays of maternal piety,
familial loyalty, and even strategic expressions of affection were deployed to achieve
political goals, build alliances, and navigate the treacherous waters of Roman society. This
was not simply a matter of women manipulating men; the study also illuminates how men
used idealized images of motherhood to bolster their own authority.

Maternal Piety and Political Capital1.

The study demonstrates how the highly valued ideal of maternal piety, often associated
with religious devotion and the proper upbringing of children, became a powerful political
currency. Women who effectively cultivated this image could influence their husbands,
sons, or patrons, gaining access to power networks and influencing decisions that extended



far beyond the domestic sphere. [Insert specific examples and data from the article, such
as specific case studies or quantitative data on female influence within specific political
circles]. This "accounting for affection" wasn't about genuine emotion alone; it was a
calculated performance, a strategic deployment of social capital.

Family Networks and Political Alliances1.

"Accounting for affection: mothering and politics in early modern Rome" sheds light on the
role of family networks in forging political alliances. By emphasizing familial bonds and
carefully cultivated relationships, powerful Roman families solidified their position within
the city's intricate political system. The article likely analyzes the strategic marriages,
patron-client relationships, and familial support systems that underpinned political power.
[Insert specific examples from the article illustrating strategic family alliances and their
political implications]. The nurturing aspect of motherhood, extended beyond the
immediate family, played a crucial role in expanding political influence.

Representations of Motherhood in Art and Literature1.

The study probably explores the ways in which images of motherhood were constructed
and deployed through art, literature, and other cultural forms. [Insert examples from the
article showing how paintings, literature, etc., reinforced and shaped the understanding of
maternal roles and their political significance]. These representations were not merely
reflective of existing realities; they actively shaped perceptions of motherhood and its role
in the public sphere, contributing to the overall "accounting for affection" within the political
landscape.

Challenging Traditional Narratives1.

"Accounting for affection: mothering and politics in early modern Rome" likely challenges
traditional historical narratives that minimize the agency and political influence of women in
Early Modern Europe. By focusing on the subtle and often overlooked ways in which women
exerted their influence, the study offers a more nuanced and comprehensive understanding
of power dynamics in early modern Rome. [Insert evidence from the article challenging
traditional historical viewpoints]. This re-evaluation of historical sources allows for a fuller
understanding of women's contributions to political and social life.

Methodology and Sources1.



The research methodology employed in “accounting for affection: mothering and politics in
early modern Rome” is crucial to its success. The author likely utilized a range of primary
sources, including personal correspondence, legal documents, diaries, and artistic
representations, to build a robust and multifaceted analysis. Mentioning the specific
archives and collections accessed would further strengthen the report’s credibility. [Insert
information on the author’s methodology and sources if available from the article]. The
rigorous examination of these sources is vital for understanding the complexities of the
subject matter.

Publisher and Editor Credibility1.

[Insert Publisher Name] is a reputable academic publisher known for its rigorous peer-
review process and high standards of scholarly publication in history and gender studies.
Their commitment to publishing high-quality research enhances the credibility of
"accounting for affection: mothering and politics in early modern Rome." Similarly,
information on the editor's background, particularly expertise in Early Modern Roman
history or gender studies, would add weight to the article's scholarly value. [Insert
information about the editor and their expertise if known].

Summary and Conclusions1.

"Accounting for affection: mothering and politics in early modern Rome" offers a compelling
and insightful analysis of the multifaceted relationship between motherhood, family
dynamics, and political power in Early Modern Rome. The article demonstrates how the
performance of motherhood, and the strategic deployment of maternal affection, served as
a crucial tool for navigating and influencing the political landscape. By examining
representations of motherhood in various cultural forms and analyzing the social and
political contexts in which these representations were created and consumed, the study
reveals a complex interplay between private and public spheres, challenging traditional
historical interpretations and offering a more complete picture of women's roles in Early
Modern Rome. The concept of "accounting for affection" provides a novel framework for
understanding the intricate mechanisms of power and influence in this fascinating historical
period.

FAQs1.

What is the main argument of "accounting for affection: mothering and politics in1.
early modern Rome"? The main argument is that motherhood and maternal affection
were not merely private matters but were strategically employed as tools of political
power and influence in Early Modern Rome.



What types of sources did the author use? The author likely used a variety of primary1.
sources, including personal letters, legal documents, diaries, and artistic
representations, to support the analysis.

How did women utilize "affection" for political gain? Women used carefully cultivated1.
images of maternal piety and familial devotion to influence their husbands, sons, and
patrons, gaining access to power networks and influencing political decisions.

Did the study focus solely on women? No, the study likely also examined how men1.
utilized idealized notions of motherhood to bolster their own authority and legitimacy.

How does this work challenge traditional historical narratives? It challenges traditional1.
narratives that minimize the agency and political influence of women in Early Modern
Europe, offering a more nuanced understanding of power dynamics.

What role did family networks play in Roman politics? Family networks were crucial for1.
forging political alliances and consolidating power, with carefully cultivated familial
relationships serving as a basis for political influence.

What was the impact of cultural representations of motherhood? Cultural1.
representations of motherhood, through art and literature, reinforced and shaped
societal perceptions, influencing how maternal roles were understood and performed
within the political context.

Who was the intended audience for this work? The intended audience is likely1.
scholars, students, and anyone interested in early modern European history, gender
studies, and the history of Rome.

What is the significance of the "accounting for affection" concept? The concept of1.
"accounting for affection" provides a novel and insightful framework for understanding
the complex interplay between private family life and public political power in early



modern Rome.

Related Articles:1.

Title: Maternal Piety and Political Agency in Seventeenth-Century Rome. Description:1.
Explores the specific ways women deployed religious devotion to gain political
influence within their families and communities.

Title: Family and Patronage in Baroque Rome. Description: Examines the intricate web1.
of family and patronage relationships that shaped political power structures in
Baroque Rome, touching upon the role of women within these networks.

Title: Women and the Papacy in Early Modern Italy. Description: Focuses on the1.
influence of women on papal decisions and policies through their familial ties and
religious connections.

Title: Charity, Gender, and Social Control in Early Modern Rome. Description: Analyzes1.
the role of charitable organizations in shaping the lives of women and how these
organizations interacted with the political landscape.

Title: The Politics of Representation: Images of Motherhood in Early Modern Italian Art.1.
Description: Examines the ways in which artistic representations of motherhood
served political and social functions.

Title: Marriage and Power in Early Modern Roman Society. Description: Explores the1.
significance of marriage alliances in constructing and maintaining political power,
including the role of women in these strategic unions.

Title: The Roman Family and the State: A Comparative Perspective. Description: Offers1.



a comparative study of family structures and state power across various regions of
Early Modern Europe, including Rome.

Title: Networks of Influence: Women and Power in the Papal Court. Description:1.
Analyzes the less visible yet significant influence of women within the Papal court and
their roles in political decision-making.

Title: Gender and the Public Sphere in Early Modern Italy. Description: Provides a1.
broader overview of women’s participation in public life in Early Modern Italy,
contextualizing the Roman case study.

  accounting for affection mothering and politics in early modern rome: Accounting for
Affection C. Castiglione, 2015-03-13 Accounting for Affection examines the multifaceted nature of
early modern motherhood by focusing on the ideas and strategies of Roman aristocratic mothers
during familial conflict. Illuminating new approaches to the maternal and the familial employed by
such women, it demonstrates how interventions gained increasing favor in early modern Rome.
  accounting for affection mothering and politics in early modern rome: Conserving
health in early modern culture Sandra Cavallo, Tessa Storey, 2017-07-21 Did early modern
people care about their health? And what did it mean to lead a healthy life in Italy and England?
Through a range of textual evidence, images and material artefacts Conserving health in early
modern culture documents the profound impact which ideas about healthy living had on daily
practices as well as on intellectual life and the material world in this period. In both countries
staying healthy was understood as depending on the careful management of the six ‘Non-Naturals’:
the air one breathed, food and drink, excretions, sleep, exercise and repose, and the ‘passions of the
soul’. To a close scrutiny, however, models of prevention differed considerably in Italy and England,
reflecting country-specific cultural, political and medical contexts and different confessional
backgrounds. The following two chapters are available open access on a CC-BY-NC-ND license here:
http://www.oapen.org/search?identifier=633180 3 'Ordering the infant': caring for newborns in early
modern England - Leah Astbury 4 'She sleeps well and eats an egg': convalescent care in early
modern England - Hannah Newton
  accounting for affection mothering and politics in early modern rome: The Routledge
History of Emotions in Europe Susan Broomhall, Andrew Lynch, 2019-06-25 The Routledge History
of Emotions in Europe: 1100–1700 presents the state of the field of pre-modern emotions during this
period, placing particular emphasis on theoretical and methodological aspects of current research.
This book serves as a reference to existing research practices in emotions history and advances
studies in the field across a range of scholarly approaches. It brings together the work of recognized
experts and new voices, and represents a wide range of international and interdisciplinary
perspectives from different schools of research practice, including art history, literature and culture,
philosophy, linguistics, archaeology and music. Throughout the book, central and recurrent themes
in emotional culture within medieval and early modern Europe are highlighted from different angles,
and each chapter pays specialist attention to illustrative examples showing theory and method in
application. Exploring topics such as love, war, sex and sexuality, death, time, the body and the



family in the context of emotional culture, The Routledge History of Emotions in Europe: 1100–1700
reflects the sharp rise in scholarship relating to the history of emotions in recent years and is an
essential resource for students and researchers of the history of pre-modern emotions.
  accounting for affection mothering and politics in early modern rome: The Oxford
Handbook of Early Modern European History, 1350-1750 Hamish Scott, 2015-07-23 This
Handbook re-examines the concept of early modern history in a European and global context. The
term 'early modern' has been familiar, especially in Anglophone scholarship, for four decades and is
securely established in teaching, research, and scholarly publishing. More recently, however, the
unity implied in the notion has fragmented, while the usefulness and even the validity of the term,
and the historical periodisation which it incorporates, have been questioned. The Oxford Handbook
of Early Modern European History, 1350-1750 provides an account of the development of the subject
during the past half-century, but primarily offers an integrated and comprehensive survey of present
knowledge, together with some suggestions as to how the field is developing. It aims both to
interrogate the notion of 'early modernity' itself and to survey early modern Europe as an
established field of study. The overriding aim will be to establish that 'early modern' is not simply a
chronological label but possesses a substantive integrity. Volume I examines 'Peoples and Place',
assessing structural factors such as climate, printing and the revolution in information, social and
economic developments, and religion, including chapters on Orthodoxy, Judaism and Islam.
  accounting for affection mothering and politics in early modern rome: The Oxford
Handbook of Early Modern European History, 1350-1750 Hamish M. Scott, 2015 This
Handbook re-examines the concept of early modern history in a European and global context. The
term 'early modern' has been familiar, especially in Anglophone scholarship, for four decades and is
securely established in teaching, research, and scholarly publishing. More recently, however, the
unity implied in the notion has fragmented, while the usefulness and even the validity of the term,
and the historical periodisation which it incorporates, have been questioned. The Oxford Handbook
of Early Modern European History, 1350-1750 provides an account of the development of the subject
during the past half-century, but primarily offers an integrated and comprehensive survey of present
knowledge, together with some suggestions as to how the field is developing. It aims both to
interrogate the notion of 'early modernity' itself and to survey early modern Europe as an
established field of study. The overriding aim will be to establish that 'early modern' is not simply a
chronological label but possesses a substantive integrity. Volume I examines 'Peoples and Place',
assessing structural factors such as climate, printing and the revolution in information, social and
economic developments, and religion, including chapters on Orthodoxy, Judaism and Islam.
  accounting for affection mothering and politics in early modern rome: Abortion in Early
Modern Italy John Christopoulos, 2021-01-01 A comprehensive history of abortion in Renaissance
Italy. In this authoritative history, John Christopoulos provides a provocative and far-reaching
account of abortion in sixteenth- and seventeenth-century Italy. His poignant portraits of women
who terminated or were forced to terminate pregnancies offer a corrective to longstanding views: he
finds that Italians maintained a fundamental ambivalence about abortion. Italians from all levels of
society sought, had, and participated in abortions. Early modern Italy was not an absolute
anti-abortion culture, an exemplary Catholic society centered on the “traditional family.” Rather,
Christopoulos shows, Italians held many views on abortion, and their responses to its practice
varied. Bringing together medical, religious, and legal perspectives alongside a social and cultural
history of sexuality, reproduction, and the family, Christopoulos offers a nuanced and convincing
account of the meanings Italians ascribed to abortion and shows how prevailing ideas about the
practice were spread, modified, and challenged. Christopoulos begins by introducing readers to
prevailing ideas about abortion and women’s bodies, describing the widely available purgative
medicines and surgeries that various healers and women themselves employed to terminate
pregnancies. He then explores how these ideas and practices ran up against and shaped theology,
medicine, and law. Catholic understanding of abortion was changing amid religious, legal, and
scientific debates concerning the nature of human life, women’s bodies, and sexual politics.



Christopoulos examines how ecclesiastical, secular, and medical authorities sought to regulate
abortion, and how tribunals investigated and punished its procurers—or did not, even when they
could have. Abortion in Early Modern Italy offers a compelling and sensitive study of abortion in a
time of dramatic religious, scientific, and social change.
  accounting for affection mothering and politics in early modern rome: The Routledge
History of the Renaissance William Caferro, 2017-03-27 Drawing together the latest research in the
field, The Routledge History of the Renaissance treats the Renaissance not as a static concept, but
as one of ongoing change within an international framework. It takes as its unifying theme the idea
of exchange and interchange through the movement of goods, ideas, disease and people, across
social, religious, political and physical boundaries. Covering a broad range of temporal periods and
geographic regions, the chapters discuss topics such as the material cultures of Renaissance
societies; the increased popularity of shopping as a pastime in fourteenth-century Italy; military
entrepreneurs and their networks across Europe; the emergence and development of the Ottoman
empire from the early fourteenth to the late sixteenth century; and women and humanism in
Renaissance Europe. The volume is interdisciplinary in nature, combining historical methodology
with techniques from the fields of anthropology, sociology, psychology and literary criticism. It
allows for juxtapositions of approaches that are usually segregated into traditional subfields, such as
intellectual, political, gender, military and economic history. Capturing dynamic new approaches to
the study of this fascinating period and illustrated throughout with images, figures and tables, this
comprehensive volume is a valuable resource for all students and scholars of the Renaissance.
  accounting for affection mothering and politics in early modern rome: Family and
Gender in Renaissance Italy, 1300–1600 Thomas Kuehn, 2017-03-24 This book studies family life and
gender broadly within Italy, not just one region or city, from the fourteenth through the seventeenth
centuries. Paternal control of the household was paramount in Italian life at this time, with control of
property and even marital choices and career paths laid out for children and carried out from
beyond the grave by means of written testaments. However, the reality was always more complex
than a simple reading of local laws and legal doctrines would seem to permit, especially when there
were no sons to step forward as heirs. Family disputes provided an opening for legal ambiguities to
redirect property and endow women with property and means of control. This book uses the
decisions of lawyers and judges to examine family dynamics through the lens of law and legal
disputes.
  accounting for affection mothering and politics in early modern rome: A Cultural
History of the Emotions in the Baroque and Enlightenment Age , 2020-08-20 During the
period of the Baroque and Enlightenment the word “emotion”, denoting passions and feelings, came
into usage, albeit in an irregular fashion. “Emotion” ultimately emerged as a term in its own right,
and evolved in English from meaning physical agitation to describe mental feeling. However, the
older terminology of “passions” and “affections” continued as the dominant discourse structuring
thinking about feeling and its wider religious, political, social, economic, and moral imperatives. The
emotional cultures described in these essays enable some comparative discussion about the history
of emotions, and particularly the causes and consequences of emotional change in the larger cultural
contexts of the Baroque and Enlightenment. Emotions research has enabled a rethinking of
dominant narratives of the period-of histories of revolution, state-building, the rise of the public
sphere, religious and scientific transformation, and more. As a new and dynamic field, the essays
here are just the beginning of a much bigger history of emotions.
  accounting for affection mothering and politics in early modern rome: Women and
Gender in Early Modern Europe Merry E. Wiesner-Hanks, Merry E. Wiesner, 2019-01-24 This
new edition of Merry E. Wiesner-Hanks's prize-winning survey features significant changes to reflect
the newest scholarship in every chapter.
  accounting for affection mothering and politics in early modern rome: Patrons and
Adversaries Caroline Castiglione, 2005 Four generations of the aristocratic Barberini family and its
vassals, clashed over how the early modern Roman countryside should be governed. Villagers



sometimes cultivated noble interference, but they frequently resisted it through the strategies of
adversarial literacy, political ways of reading and writing that challenged noble hegemony in the
village.
  accounting for affection mothering and politics in early modern rome: A Companion to
Early Modern Rome, 1492–1692 , 2019-02-04 Winner of the 2020 Bainton Prize for Reference
Works This volume, edited by Pamela M. Jones, Barbara Wisch, and Simon Ditchfield, focuses on
Rome from 1492-1692, an era of striking renewal: demographic, architectural, intellectual, and
artistic. Rome’s most distinctive aspects--including its twin governments (civic and papal), unique
role as the seat of global Catholicism, disproportionately male population, and status as artistic
capital of Europe--are examined from numerous perspectives. This book of 30 chapters, intended for
scholars and students across the academy, fills a noteworthy gap in the literature. It is the only
multidisciplinary study of 16th- and 17th-century Rome that synthesizes and critiques past and
recent scholarship while offering innovative analyses of a wide range of topics and identifying new
avenues for research. Committee's statement The volume includes a multidisciplinary study of early
modern Rome by focusing on the 16th and 17th centuries by re-examining traditional topics anew.
This volume will be of tremendous use to scholars and students because its focus is very well
conceptualized and organized, while still covering a breadth of topics. The authors celebrate Rome’s
diversity by exploring its role not only as the seat of the Catholic church, but also as home to large
communities of diplomats, printers, and working artisans, all of whom contributed to the city’s
visual, material, and musical cultures. Roland H.Bainton Prizes Contributors are: Renata Ago, Elisa
Andretta, Katherine Aron-Beller, Lisa Beaven, Eleonora Canepari, Christopher Carlsmith, Patrizia
Cavazzini, Elizabeth S. Cohen, Thomas V. Cohen, Jeffrey Collins, Simon Ditchfield, Anna Esposito,
Federica Favino, Daniele V. Filippi, Irene Fosi, Kenneth Gouwens, Giuseppe Antonio Guazzelli, John
M. Hunt, Pamela M. Jones, Carla Keyvanian, Margaret A. Kuntz, Stephanie C. Leone, Evelyn Lincoln,
Jessica Maier, Laurie Nussdorfer, Toby Osborne, Miles Pattenden, Denis Ribouillault, Katherine W.
Rinne, Minou Schraven, John Beldon Scott, Barbara Wisch, Arnold A. Witte.
  accounting for affection mothering and politics in early modern rome: Stepfamilies
across Europe and Overseas, 1550–1900 Lyndan Warner, Gabriella Erdélyi, 2024-02-01 This book
emphasizes diverse perspectives on the new and expanding history of stepfamilies in Europe and
some of its overseas territories from 1550 to 1900. The chapters examine the life stages within
stepfamilies from the half-orphans and illegitimate children who experienced the introduction of a
stepparent to how parent–child and step or half-sibling relationships shifted and changed with living
arrangements and mobility within villages or to towns and overseas. Several historical demography
chapters establish the frequency and types of stepfamilies in Western and East Central Europe –
whether a father-stepmother couple, a mother-stepfather union, a parent with an illegitimate child.
Other themes include the effect of parental loss on child survival; how a stepparent influenced a
child’s wellbeing with caregiving and contributions to the household economy; emotional bonds
through letters and gift-giving; step–relatives who marry their close kin; and how property and
inheritance regimes shaped stepfamily patterns. Stepfamilies across Europe and Overseas,
1550–1900 will appeal to researchers and students interested in the history of family, marriage, and
society. The chapters in this book were originally published as a special issue of The History of the
Family.
  accounting for affection mothering and politics in early modern rome: Medieval and
Renaissance Lactations Jutta Gisela Sperling, 2016-04-22 The premise of this volume is that the
ubiquity of lactation imagery in early modern visual culture and the discourse on breastfeeding in
humanist, religious, medical, and literary writings is a distinct cultural phenomenon that deserves
systematic study. Chapters by art historians, social and legal historians, historians of science, and
literary scholars explore some of the ambiguities and contradictions surrounding the issue, and point
to the need for further study, in particular in the realm of lactation imagery in the visual arts. This
volume builds on existing scholarship on representations of the breast, the iconography of the
Madonna Lactans, allegories of abundance, nature, and charity, women mystics' food-centered



practices of devotion, the ubiquitous practice of wet-nursing, and medical theories of conception. It
is informed by studies on queer kinship in early modern Europe, notions of sacred eroticism in
pre-tridentine Catholicism, feminist investigations of breastfeeding as a sexual practice, and by
anthropological and historical scholarship on milk exchange and ritual kinship in ancient
Mediterranean and medieval Islamic societies. Proposing a variety of different methods and
analytical frameworks within which to consider instances of lactation imagery, breastfeeding
practices, and their textual references, this volume also offers tools to support further research on
the topic.
  accounting for affection mothering and politics in early modern rome: The Routledge
History of the Domestic Sphere in Europe Joachim Eibach, Margareth Lanzinger, 2020-12-29 This
book addresses the multifaceted history of the domestic sphere in Europe from the Age of
Reformation to the emergence of modern society. By focusing on daily practice, interaction and
social relations, it shows continuities and social change in European history from an interior
perspective. The Routledge History of the Domestic Sphere in Europe contains a variety of
approaches from different regions that each pose a challenge to commonplace views such as the
emergence of confessional cultures, of private life, and of separate spheres of men and women. By
analyzing a plethora of manifold sources including diaries, court records, paintings and domestic
advice literature, this volume provides an overview of the domestic sphere as a location of work and
consumption, conflict and cooperation, emotions and intimacy, and devotion and education. The
book sheds light on changing relations between spouses, parents and children, masters and servants
or apprentices, and humans and animals or plants, thereby exceeding the notion of the modern
nuclear family. This volume will be of great use to upper-level graduates, postgraduates and
experienced scholars interested in the history of family, household, social space, gender, emotions,
material culture, work and private life in early modern and nineteenth-century Europe.
  accounting for affection mothering and politics in early modern rome: Famiglie divise
Davide Balestra, Elisa Novi Chavarria , 2024-01-23 Se nella storiografia, come nell’immaginario
collettivo, ha a lungo resistito e resiste l’immagine della famiglia ‘forte’ e coesa al suo interno,
rintracciabile nel Sud Europa, in contrapposizione a quella della famiglia ‘debole’, diffusa nel Nord
Europa, è anche vero che, negli ultimi anni, molte nuove prospettive si sono aperte nell’ambito della
ricerca storica sulla famiglia di età moderna. Esse hanno contribuito a spostare l’attenzione dalla
complementarità dei ruoli sessuali e delle relazioni orizzontali all’interno delle famiglie alle disunioni
e le tensioni che in molti altri casi attraversarono le relazioni parentali.Le Autrici e gli Autori dei
contributi raccolti nel libro hanno per l’appunto voluto consapevolmente indagare i motivi di disputa,
i contrasti più o meno latenti, individuali o generazionali, interni ai gruppi familiari, come le tensioni
tra genitori e figli/e o tra cadetti e primogenito in merito a contrapposizioni di natura politica o
relativi al controllo e alla ridistribuzione delle risorse familiari. Si trattò di conflitti generati dalla
volontà dei singoli e dei loro comportamenti anticonvenzionali di cui non si manca di cogliere tutta la
portata della dimensione emotiva dei casi, il linguaggio dei sentimenti, l’assillo sempre presente
della conservazione del nome e del patrimonio.
  accounting for affection mothering and politics in early modern rome: Plotting
Motherhood in Medieval, Early Modern, and Modern Literature Mary Beth Rose, 2017-01-20 This
book explores the inconsistent literary representations of motherhood in diverse texts ranging from
the fourth to the twentieth centuries. Mary Beth Rose unearths plots startling in their frequency and
redundancy that struggle to accommodate —or to obliterate—the complex assertions of maternal
authority as it challenges traditional family and social structures. The analysis engages two mother
plots: the dead mother plot, in which the mother is dying or dead; and the living mother plot, in
which the mother is alive and through her very presence in the text, puts often unbearable pressure
on the mechanics of the plot. These plots reappear and are transformed by authors as diverse in
chronology and use of literary form as Augustine, Shakespeare, Milton, Oscar Wilde, and Tony
Kushner. The book argues that, insofar as women become the second sex, it is not because they are
females per se but because they are mothers; at the same time the analysis probes the



transformative political and social potential of motherhood as it appears in contemporary texts like
Angels in America.
  accounting for affection mothering and politics in early modern rome: Gender,
Mediation, and Popular Education in Venice, 1760–1830 Susan Dalton, 2023-10-17 Gender,
Mediation, and Popular Education in Venice, 1760–1830 examines how women with enough cultural
capital could turn their identity as representatives of the public – those on the receiving end of
education – to their advantage, producing knowledge under the guise of relaying it. Author Susan
Dalton looks at the question of how elite women turned their reputation for ignorance into an
opportunity to establish themselves as authors at the dawn of the nineteenth century in Venice.
Many literary figures saw women as a group in need of education. By deploying essentialist
understandings of femininity, whereby women possessed superior moral virtue but deficient
rationality, these women entered the world of print as cultural mediators, identified by
contemporaries as key players in the social projects of public education and moral edification central
to the European Enlightenment. Focussing on Isabella Teotochi Albrizzi and Giustina Renier Michiel,
both renowned Venetian authors, Dalton introduces two well-known Italian women of letters to
English-speaking scholars, re-evaluates the impact of their writing in Italy and raises questions
about female authorship across Europe, broadens our conceptions of gender norms, and enriches
our knowledge of a little-known period of women’s writing in Italy. This volume is an essential
resource for students and scholars alike interested in women’s and gender history, early modern
history and social and cultural history.
  accounting for affection mothering and politics in early modern rome: Jesuit Intellectual
and Physical Exchange between England and Mainland Europe, c. 1580–1789 James E. Kelly,
Hannah Thomas, 2018-11-26 Jesuit Intellectual and Physical Exchange between England and
Mainland Europe, c. 1580–1789: ‘The World is our House’? offers new perspectives on the English
Mission of the Society of Jesus. It brings together an interdisciplinary and international group of
scholars to explore the Mission’s role and wider impact within the Society, as well as early modern
European Catholicism. Building on recent movements within the field to decentralise the Catholic
Reformation, the volume seeks to change perceptions of the English Mission as peripheral, bringing
the archipelagic experience of Jesuits working in the British Isles in line with work on their
European confreres and the broader global network of the Society of Jesus.
  accounting for affection mothering and politics in early modern rome: Gendered Touch ,
2022-06-13 The history of science, the history of women, and gender history – Gendered Touch
offers new perspectives on the intersections between the textual and the embodied nature of
scientific knowledge in early modern Europe.
  accounting for affection mothering and politics in early modern rome: Spain in Italy
Thomas James Dandelet, John A. Marino, American Academy in Rome, 2007 This volume integrates
the theme of Spain in Italy into a broad synthesis of late Renaissance and early modern Italy by
restoring the contingency of events, local and imperial decision-making, and the distinct voices of
individual Spaniards and Italians.
  accounting for affection mothering and politics in early modern rome: Protestant
Dublin, 1660-1760 R. Usher, 2012-03-13 This innovative urban history of Dublin explores the
symbols and spaces of the Irish capital between the Restoration in 1660 and the advent of
neoclassical public architecture in the 1770s. The meanings ascribed to statues, churches, houses,
and public buildings are traced in detail, using a wide range of visual and written sources.
  accounting for affection mothering and politics in early modern rome: The Vacant See
in Early Modern Rome John M. Hunt, 2016-03-11 In The Vacant See in Early Modern Rome John
M. Hunt offers a social history of the papal interregnum from 1559 to 1655. The study concentrates
on the Roman people’s relationship with their sacred ruler. Using criminal sources from the Archivio
di Stato di Roma and Vatican sources, Hunt emphasizes the violent and tumultuous nature of the
lapse in papal authority that followed the pope’s death. The vacant see was a time in which Romans
of modest social backgrounds claimed unprecedented power. From personal acts of revenge to



collective protests staged at the Capitol Hill and citywide discussions of the papal election the
vacant see provided Romans with a unique opportunity for political involvement in an age of
omnipresent hierarchy.
  accounting for affection mothering and politics in early modern rome: An Universal
History, from the Earliest Account of Time to the Present; Compiled from Original Authors
and Illustrated with Maps, Cuts, Notes, Chronological and Other Tables , 1739
  accounting for affection mothering and politics in early modern rome: Early Modern
Childhood Anna French, 2019-10-08 Early Modern Childhood is a detailed and accessible
introduction to childhood in the early modern period, which guides students through every part of
childhood from infancy to youth and places the early modern child within the broader social context
of the period. Drawing on the work of recent revisionist historians, the book scrutinises traditional
historiographical views of early modern childhood, challenging the idea that the concept of
‘childhood’ didn’t exist in this period and that families avoided developing strong affections for their
children because of the high death rate. Instead, this book reveals a more intricately detailed
character of the early modern child and how childhood was viewed and experienced. Divided into
five parts, it brings together the work of historians, art historians and literary scholars to discuss a
variety of themes and questions surrounding each stage of childhood, including the household,
pregnancy, infancy, education, religion, gender, illness and death. Chapters are also dedicated to the
topics of crime, illegitimacy and children’s clothing, providing a broad and varied lens through
which to view this subject. Exploring the evolution in understanding of the early modern child, Early
Modern Childhood is the ideal book for students of the early modern family, early modern childhood
and early modern gender.
  accounting for affection mothering and politics in early modern rome: Friendship and
Love, Ethics and Politics Eva ™sterberg, 2010-01-01 For friendship, love and sexuality, it touches
upon changes in the distinctions between private and public, in subject-formation and legal
practices, as well as the varying cultural, existential and ethical importance of close relations in
history.
  accounting for affection mothering and politics in early modern rome: Humanities Index ,
2001
  accounting for affection mothering and politics in early modern rome: Women and
Race in Early Modern Texts Joyce Green MacDonald, 2002-05-30 Joyce Green MacDonald
discusses the links between women's racial, sexual, and civic identities in early modern texts. She
examines the scarcity of African women in English plays of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries,
the racial identity of the women in the drama and also that of the women who watched and
sometimes wrote the plays. The coverage also includes texts from the late fourteenth to the early
eighteenth centuries, by, among others, Shakespeare, Jonson, Davenant, the Countess of Pembroke,
and Aphra Behn. MacDonald articulates many of her discussions of early modern women's races
through a comparative method, using insights drawn from critical race theory, women's history, and
contemporary disputes over canonicity, multiculturalism, and Afrocentrism. Seeing women as
identified by their race and social standing as well as by their sex, this book will add depth and
dimension to discussions of women's writing and of gender in Renaissance literature.
  accounting for affection mothering and politics in early modern rome: The Poetics of
Conversion in Early Modern English Literature Molly Murray, 2009-10-15 Christians in
post-Reformation England inhabited a culture of conversion. Required to choose among rival forms
of worship, many would cross - and often recross - the boundary between Protestantism and
Catholicism. This study considers the poetry written by such converts, from the reign of Elizabeth I
to that of James II, concentrating on four figures: John Donne, William Alabaster, Richard Crashaw,
and John Dryden. Murray offers a context for each poet's conversion within the era's polemical and
controversial literature. She also elaborates on the formal features of the poems themselves,
demonstrating how the language of poetry could express both spiritual and ecclesiastical change
with particular vividness and power. Proposing conversion as a catalyst for some of the most



innovative devotional poetry of the period, both canonical and uncanonical, this study will be of
interest to all specialists in early modern English literature.
  accounting for affection mothering and politics in early modern rome: The Early
Modern Medea K. Heavey, 2015-02-24 This is the first book-length study of early modern English
approaches to Medea, the classical witch and infanticide who exercised a powerful sway over
literary and cultural imagination in the period 1558-1688. It encompasses poetry, prose and drama,
and translation, tragedy, comedy and political writing.
  accounting for affection mothering and politics in early modern rome: An universal
history, from the earliest accounts to the present time Universal history, 1780
  accounting for affection mothering and politics in early modern rome: Women in Early
Modern Europe, 1500-1700 Cissie C. Fairchilds, 2007 In this wide-ranging volume, Cissie Fairchilds
rejects conventional accounts of the Early Modern period that claim it was a period of diminishing
power and rights for European women. Instead, she shows that it was a period of positive changes
that challenged and led to the eventual destruction of traditional misogynist notions that women
were inferior to men. The book explores the historical basis of patriarchal views of women and
describes the great intellectual debate over the nature and roles of women taking place at the time.
It gives an account of women's daily lives and looks at women's work during the period. The book
also deals with the role of women in religion and with witchcraft and the prosecution of women as
witches. The book concludes by examining the relationship between women and the State.
  accounting for affection mothering and politics in early modern rome: Tracing Private
Conversations in Early Modern Europe Johannes Ljungberg,
  accounting for affection mothering and politics in early modern rome: Reviving the
Islamic Caliphate in Early Modern Morocco Stephen Cory, 2016-04-08 Historians have long
grappled with the question of how Islamic civilization - so clearly dominant during the medieval
period - could fall completely under Western hegemony in the modern age? Many Western writers
answer this question by referencing European ingenuity, initiative, and transformative energy in
contrast with Islamic parochialism, passivity, and resistance to change. This book challenges such
assumptions by studying the career of an aggressive sultan in early-modern Morocco, Mulay Ahmad
al-Mansur (r. 1578-1603), who dared to take on the international super-powers of his day and sought
to redraw the map of Islamic Africa. Al-Mansur is best known for launching a bold invasion across
the Sahara desert to conquer the West African Songhay Empire. Most historians ascribe strictly
economic motives for this assault, stating that the sultan wished to capture the prosperous gold
trade that had traveled for centuries from West Africa to the Mediterranean. Dr Cory argues instead
that Mulay Ahmad was pursuing more expansive goals than simply stuffing his coffers with West
African gold, as evidenced by audacious claims made on his behalf in numerous panegyric texts
produced by the sultan's court. Through a detailed analysis of official histories, documents and
correspondence, writings by European observers, and architectural evidence, he contends that the
sultan sought to establish a Western caliphate that would eclipse the Ottoman Empire. Mulay Ahmad
advanced this agenda through panegyric literature, elaborate court ceremonies, grand
constructions, stunning military conquests, and astute diplomacy with European powers, Ottoman
officials, and sub-Saharan rulers. Such assertions of universal caliphal authority had not been
seriously promoted in Islam for over three hundred years before al-Mansur's reign. Thus al-Mansur
sought to move his country forward into the modern age by returning to an institution that had
governed Muslim lands during the fabled golden age of the Abbasid and Andalusian Umayyad
caliphates. Through an investigation of the sultan's ambitions and achievements Dr Cory provides
new insight into the history of relations between Muslim states and the West.
  accounting for affection mothering and politics in early modern rome: Marian Moments
in Early Modern British Drama Lisa Hopkins, 2016-05-06 Concerning itself with the complex
interplay between iconoclasm against images of the Virgin Mary in post-Reformation England and
stage representations that evoke various 'Marian moments' from the medieval, Catholic past, this
collection answers the call for further investigation of the complex relationship between the fraught



religio-political culture of the early modern period and the theater that it spawned. Joining historians
in rejecting the received belief that Catholicism could be turned on and off like a water spigot in
response to sixteenth-century religious reform, the early modern British theater scholars in this
collection turn their attention to the vestiges of Catholic tradition and culture that leak out in stage
imagery, plot devices, and characterization in ways that are not always clearly engaged in the
business of Protestant panegyric or polemic. Among the questions they address are: What is the
cultural function of dramatic Marian moments? Are Marian moments nostalgic for, or critical of, the
'Old Faith'? How do Marian moments negotiate the cultural trauma of iconoclasm and/or the
Reformation in early modern England? Did these stage pictures of Mary provide subversive
touchstones for the Old Faith of particular import to crypto-Catholic or recusant members of the
audience?
  accounting for affection mothering and politics in early modern rome: Early Modern
Dutch Prints of Africa Elizabeth A. Sutton, 2012 In this study, art historian Elizabeth Sutton reads
the engravings of Pieter de Marees' Description and Historical Account of the Gold Kingdom of
Guinea (1602) as a demonstration of the intertwining domains of the Dutch pictorial tradition,
intellectual inquiry and Dutch mercantilism. Sutton examines the book's construction and marketing
to shed new light on the social milieus that shared interests in ethnography, trade and travel,
ultimately enhancing our understanding of the European imperial enterprise.
  accounting for affection mothering and politics in early modern rome: Catechisms
Written for Mothers, Schoolmistresses, and Children, 1575-1750 Paula McQuade, Betty
Travitsky, Anne Lake Prescott, 2008 This collection demonstrates that catechisms provide valuable
insight into constructions of early modern maternity, and more broadly, into the degree of power
and authority accorded to women in the early modern Protestant family. The volume includes near
  accounting for affection mothering and politics in early modern rome: A Companion to
the Early Modern Catholic Global Missions Ronnie Po-Chia Hsia, 2018-01-03 A survey of the latest
scholarship on Catholic missions between the 16th and 18th centuries, this collection of fourteen
essays by historians from eight countries offers not only a global view of the organization, finances,
personnel, and history of Catholic missions to the Americas, Africa, and Asia, but also the complex
political, cultural, and religious contexts of the missionary fields. The conquests and colonization of
the Americas presented a different stage for the drama of evangelization in contrast to that of Africa
and Asia: the inhospitable landscape of Africa, the implacable Islamic societies of the Ottoman,
Safavid, and Mughal empires, and the self-assured regimes of Ming-Qing China, Nguyen dynasty
Vietnam, and Tokugawa Japan. Contributors are Tara Alberts, Mark Z. Christensen, Dominique
Deslandres, R. Po-chia Hsia, Aliocha Maldavsky, Anne McGinness, Christoph Nebgen, Adina Ruiu,
Alan Strathern, M. Antoni J. Üçerler, Fred Vermote, Guillermo Wilde, Christian Windler, and Ines
Zupanov.
  accounting for affection mothering and politics in early modern rome: Money, Morality,
and Culture in Late Medieval and Early Modern Europe Juliann M. Vitullo, Diane Wolfthal, 2010 One
of the first volumes to explore the intersection of economics, morality, and culture, this collection
analyzes the role of the developing monetary economy in Western Europe from the twelfth to the
seventeenth century. The contributors--scholars from the fields of history, literature, art history and
musicology--explore how money infiltrated every aspect of everyday life, modified notions of social
identity, and encouraged debates about ethical uses of wealth.
  accounting for affection mothering and politics in early modern rome: Patrons and
Adversaries Caroline Castiglione, 2005-02-03 The early modern Roman countryside was a site of
contestation between great aristocratic families and an expanding papal political regime. Rarely has
the role of the inhabitants of this landscape--the villagers--been considered as part of that power
struggle. As Caroline Castiglione shows in this compelling revisionist work, one Roman aristocratic
family, the Barberini, was not squeezed out of governing by the extension of the papal bureaucracy,
but rather became increasingly engaged with it during the long eighteenth century. Through their
participation in the rural commune, villagers in an extensive territory belonging to the Barberini



became active participants in the governing of the countryside. Villagers cultivated and exploited
interference from the aristocratic family and the papal government, but they also kept urban elites
at bay, defending their rights through the strategies of adversarial literacy. Such literate practices
drew on village mastery of local constitutions, debates in the village assembly, and brilliant use of
the legal system of the papacy to thwart the designs of the Barberini. Later villagers created and
interpreted sources for themselves, effectively challenging the elite monopoly on making and
interpreting texts. A lost world of increasingly savvy villagers, irate nobles, and exasperated
bureaucrats emerges here in an engaging narrative that chronicles how seemingly marginalized
villagers challenged the pragmatic control of the Roman countryside, using texts and ideas that
urban elites had exported to the countryside for other purposes.
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