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Abstract: This analysis critically examines the burgeoning trend of pursuing an accounting degree
after a bachelor's degree in a different field. We explore the motivations behind this choice, the
advantages and disadvantages, the evolving landscape of the accounting profession, and the impact
of technological advancements on the relevance of an accounting degree after a bachelor's. The
paper concludes by offering guidance for individuals considering this educational path.

1. Introduction: The Rise of the Second-Degree Accountant

The traditional path to becoming a certified public accountant (CPA) often involved pursuing an
accounting major directly from high school. However, a notable shift is occurring: a growing number
of individuals are obtaining an accounting degree after completing a bachelor's degree in a different
field. This trend, the focus of this analysis, is driven by several factors, including career changes,
evolving career aspirations, and the increasing demand for specialized accounting skills. This article
will delve into the implications of pursuing an accounting degree after a bachelor's, examining its
benefits, drawbacks, and place within the broader context of the modern accounting profession.

1. Motivations for Pursuing an Accounting Degree After a Bachelor's

Several factors contribute to the increasing popularity of an accounting degree after a bachelor's.
Many individuals discover a passion for accounting later in their careers, realizing the stability and
intellectual stimulation it offers. Others may find their initial career choice unfulfilling or lacking in
growth opportunities. The perceived job security and relatively high earning potential of the
accounting profession are significant draws, making an accounting degree after a bachelor's a viable



career transition strategy. Additionally, the increasing complexity of regulations and the rise of data
analytics within accounting create a demand for professionals with diverse backgrounds who can
bring unique perspectives to the field.

1. Advantages of an Accounting Degree After a Bachelor's

Pursuing an accounting degree after a bachelor's offers several distinct advantages. Firstly, it allows
individuals to leverage their existing knowledge and skills from their previous degree. A background
in finance, economics, or even the humanities can provide valuable context and critical thinking skills
applicable to accounting. Secondly, it offers a chance for career reinvention and potentially higher
earning potential. Thirdly, a diverse educational background can make candidates more attractive to
employers, particularly those seeking professionals with both technical accounting expertise and
broader business acumen. Finally, the maturation and life experience gained between degrees can
contribute to improved learning and professional success.

1. Disadvantages of an Accounting Degree After a Bachelor's

While the benefits are substantial, pursuing an accounting degree after a bachelor's also presents
challenges. The most obvious is the additional time and financial commitment required. It means
extending education and potentially delaying entry into the workforce. Moreover, individuals may
need to overcome academic hurdles, particularly if their previous degree did not involve quantitative
or analytical coursework. Finally, there might be a competitive disadvantage compared to individuals
who pursued accounting from the outset, although this gap can be bridged through internships and
experience.

1. The Evolving Landscape of the Accounting Profession

The accounting profession is undergoing a significant transformation. Technological advancements
such as automation, artificial intelligence, and big data analytics are reshaping the role of
accountants, demanding greater technological proficiency and analytical skills. An accounting degree
after a bachelor's can be advantageous in this context, allowing individuals to integrate new
technologies into their skillset. However, continuous learning and adaptation are crucial for success in
this dynamic environment. The ability to adapt to emerging technologies becomes an even more
critical factor in the decision to pursue an accounting degree after a bachelor’s.

1. The Impact of Technology on the Relevance of an Accounting Degree After a Bachelor's



The integration of technology into accounting is not merely a trend; it's a fundamental shift.
Automation is handling many routine tasks, allowing accountants to focus on higher-level analysis,
strategic decision-making, and client interaction. This shift necessitates a workforce capable of
leveraging technology effectively. An accounting degree after a bachelor's can provide the
opportunity to acquire these advanced technical skills, either through specialized courses or by
focusing on technology-related electives. The individual's ability to adapt to, and integrate these
technologies effectively, becomes a significant differentiator in the job market.

1. Choosing the Right Accounting Degree After a Bachelor's

Individuals considering an accounting degree after a bachelor's should carefully consider their career
goals, financial resources, and the specific programs available. Some programs may offer accelerated
options or specialized tracks catering to students with prior degrees. Thorough research and
discussions with academic advisors are essential to selecting the best fit.

1. Conclusion

The decision to pursue an accounting degree after a bachelor's is a significant one with both potential
rewards and challenges. While the added time and expense are undeniable, the career flexibility,
increased earning potential, and the chance to leverage prior knowledge and experience can
significantly outweigh these drawbacks. The ongoing evolution of the accounting profession demands
adaptability and continuous learning, making an accounting degree after a bachelor's, when
strategically pursued, a viable and potentially highly rewarding path. The key to success lies in careful
planning, continuous learning, and a proactive approach to building a strong professional network.

FAQs:

1. Is an accounting degree after a bachelor's worth it? The value depends on individual
circumstances and career goals. Weigh the costs against the potential career advancement and
earning potential.

1. How long does it take to get an accounting degree after a bachelor's? This varies depending on
the program and prior coursework, but typically ranges from 1-2 years.

1. What prerequisites are needed for an accounting degree after a bachelor's? Requirements vary,
but most programs require a bachelor's degree and may necessitate specific prerequisite



courses.

1. Can | transfer credits from my previous bachelor's degree? Credit transfer policies differ by
institution; check with the specific university or college.

1. What career paths are available after getting an accounting degree after a bachelor's?
Opportunities range from staff accountant to financial analyst to management accountant.

1. How much does an accounting degree after a bachelor's cost? Tuition costs vary significantly by
institution and program length.

1. What is the job outlook for accounting graduates with a second degree? The job outlook is
generally positive, but competition exists. Strong analytical and technological skills are highly
valued.

1. Are there scholarships or financial aid options for a second accounting degree? Yes, various
scholarships and financial aid options may be available; explore institutional and external
resources.

1. How can | increase my chances of getting a job after an accounting degree after a bachelor's?
Internships, strong GPA, relevant experience, and networking are all crucial.

Related Articles:

1. "Career Change to Accounting: A Practical Guide": This article focuses on transitioning into
accounting from another field, providing practical advice on career planning and skill
development.

1. "Master's in Accounting vs. Second Bachelor's in Accounting: Which is Right for You?": This



comparative analysis helps readers choose between pursuing a master's or a second bachelor's
degree in accounting.

. "Top 10 Skills Employers Look for in Accounting Graduates": This article explores the most in-
demand skills in the accounting field, helping prospective students tailor their education and
experience.

. "The Role of Technology in Modern Accounting Practices": This article delves into the impact of
technology on the accounting profession, emphasizing the skills needed to thrive in a
technology-driven environment.

. "Networking for Accounting Professionals: Strategies for Success": This article provides essential
networking advice for accounting students and professionals, highlighting the importance of
building strong professional relationships.

. "Financing Your Second Degree: A Guide to Scholarships and Financial Aid": This article provides
comprehensive information on securing funding for a second degree in accounting.

. "Accelerated Accounting Programs: A Faster Path to a Rewarding Career": This article explores
accelerated programs designed for students who wish to complete their degree in a shorter
timeframe.

. "International Accounting Standards and Their Impact on the Profession": This article explores
the global aspects of accounting, discussing the influence of international accounting standards
on the industry.

. "Ethics in Accounting: Maintaining Professional Integrity": This article emphasizes the critical
role of ethics in the accounting profession, highlighting the importance of maintaining
professional standards.



accounting degree after bachelors: Contemporary Issues in Accounting Elaine Conway,
Darren Byrne, 2018-06-01 The book explores the developing challenges and opportunities within the
business and finance world which are likely to impact the accounting profession in the near future. It
outlines a number of approaches to ensure that the accountants of the future are equipped with a
useful awareness of some of the key topic areas that are quickly becoming a reality and helps bridge
the gap between academia and practice. The chapters are standalone introductory pieces to provide
useful précis of key topics and how they apply to the accounting profession in particular. It aims to
deliver key readings on ‘hot topics’ not addressed in other texts which the accounting profession is
tackling or are likely to tackle soon. Hence the book provides accounting students and researchers a
solid grounding in a broad range of highly relevant non-technical accounting themes, looking at the
bigger environment in which future accountants will be operating, involving considerations of
strategic corporate governance issues and highlighting competences beyond the standard technical
accounting skill sets.

accounting degree after bachelors: Introduction to Accounting and Finance Geoff Black,
2005 This text offers an accessible introduction to accounting, ensuring that the student's initial
study of the subject is interesting and enjoyable. The text takes an applied and interactive approach
with many case studies, self-study questions, exam papers and activities to help reinforce student
learning by practice.

accounting degree after bachelors: Financial Accounting For Dummies Maire Loughran,
2011-03-21 Your plain-English guide to navigating a financial accounting course Despite the
economic landscape and job market, demand for accountants remains strong, and accountants will
continue to see high demand for their services as the economy rebounds and businesses grow.
Additionally, one of the effects of the economic downturn is a greater emphasis on accountability,
transparency, and controls in financial reporting. With easy-to-understand explanations and real-life
examples, Financial Accounting For Dummies provides students who are studying business, finance,
and accounting with the basic concepts, terminology, and methods to interpret, analyze, and
evaluate actual corporate financial statements. Covers traditional introductory financial accounting
course material Explores concepts accountants and other business professionals use to prepare
reports Details mergers and acquisitions purchase and pooling, free cash flow, and financial
statement analysis Whether you're a student on your way to earning a bachelor's degree, MBA, or
MAcc, Financial Accounting For Dummies gives you a wealth of information to grasp the subject and
ace the course.

accounting degree after bachelors: Essentials of Accounts Payable Mary S. Schaeffer,
2002-10-15 ESSENTIALS OF ACCOUNTS PAYABLE Full of valuable tips, techniques, illustrative
real-worldexamples, exhibits, and best practices, this handy and concisepaperback will help you stay
up to date on the newest thinking,strategies, developments, and technologies in accountspayable. A
real-world approach, with great insights and practical wisdom onall aspects of the accounts payable
process. Essentials of AccountsPayable provides accounts payable professionals with a frameworkfor
action in a rapidly changing environment. -Tom Nichols, Division Manager, Accounts Payable
Operations, AT&T Mary Schaeffer has combined her considerable knowledge of theaccounts payable
process with the learning and benchmark statisticsfrom top companies to produce a world-class
guide to the APprocess. Without Mary Schaeffer, and IOMA, AP would still be aneglected financial
process without any formal reading to explainthe complexities of a process that most companies
think is simplypaying the bills. This book is a must-read for anyone working in,directing, or
managing AP operations, both seasoned professionalsand those new to the process. -Linda Sawyer
Sisko, Programs Manager, Cisco Systems, Inc. This book does an excellent job of explaining the
oftencomplicated basics of the accounts payable functions. It provides aquick snapshot for busy
executives who need to know how an accountspayable department should run. It is an excellent
update for thoseexecutives who need to keep up to date on numerous issues thataffect this rapidly
evolving profession. -Adrienne Glasgow, Chief Financial Officer, American Red Cross inGreater New
York The Wiley Essentials Series-because the business world is alwayschanging...and so should you.



accounting degree after bachelors: Finance for Managers , 2002-12-04 Harvard Business
Essentials are comprehensive, solution-oriented paperbacks for business readers of all levels of
experience. Calculating and assessing the overall financial health of the business is an important
part of any managerial position. From reading and deciphering financial statements, to
understanding net present value, to calculating return on investment, Finance for Managers
provides the fundamentals of financial literacy. Easy to use and nontechnical, this helpful guide
gives managers the smart advice they need to increase their impact on financial planning,
budgeting, and forecasting.

accounting degree after bachelors: The Passion Test Janet Attwood, Chris Attwood,
2012-09-01 If you feel unsatisfied, unhappy or unfulfilled, and don’t know what to do to change your
situation, Janet Bray Attwood and Chris Attwood have the answer. Using a very simple and
profoundly effective process to clarify what is important in your life, THE PASSION TEST shows how
to make your passion your reality. With the perfect combination of exercises, inspiring stories and
illuminating interviews with people who have successfully aligned themselves with their passions,
this book is an easy-to-understand road map to discovering your destiny.

accounting degree after bachelors: Career Opportunities for Accountants, Economists and
Transportation Analysts United States. Civil Aeronautics Board, 1967

accounting degree after bachelors: Careers for Accountants and Auditors United States. Civil
Aeronautics Board, 1970

accounting degree after bachelors: White Awareness Judy H. Katz, 1978 Stage 1.

accounting degree after bachelors: Three of the First Hilton Owens Dr., 2011-08-03 Hilton
Owens, Sr., one of the first African American special agents in the Internal Revenue Service, offers a
unique glimpse into the intriguing world of undercover IRS operations. Owens chronicles his story,
and those of fellow African American special agents William E. Mannie and Frederick L. Sleet, in
Three of the First. The agents survival was solely dependant on their wits and, on occasion, their
government-issued .38s. The first years were rough, and early undercover operations seemed
destined to fail. The agents drove their own cars, carried no fake IDs, and had to rely on winnings at
the gambling establishments they infiltrated to fund their shoestring investigations., Despite the
obstacles, however, they successfully toppled several large illegal gambling operations. Throughout
their careers, the three men faced challenges related to family, politics, and race, but all three
advanced up the career ladder, eventually gaining supervisory positions. With their knowledge and
experience, they assisted in formalizing undercover operations for the IRS. Three of the First
introduces three IRS pioneers who will be remembered as important figures in both black history
and government service.

accounting degree after bachelors: EBOOK: Write Great Essays Peter Levin, 2009-11-16
This bestselling book is now available in an exciting new edition! Write Great Essays is very popular
with students because it offers concise and practical advice on how to write effectively and produce
better essays. Peter Levin has an engaging and accessible writing style which identifies well with
students’ concerns and questions. The 2nd edition has been designed to retain all these positive
features of the 1st edition, but to also include more coverage of electronic sources; dealing with
assessment; using and citing secondary sources; mastering a textbook; targeted reading; and a
thorough update of the plagiarism section. In addition, there will be a whole new section on getting
started with your essay and the book will include advice on report writing as well as essays. This
book is essential reading for students embarking on writing an essay or report for the first time, or
returning to study after a break. It will be an invaluable tool for students of any discipline.

accounting degree after bachelors: FBI Oversight and Authorization Request for Fiscal Year
1990 United States. Congress. House. Committee on the Judiciary. Subcommittee on Civil and
Constitutional Rights, 1990

accounting degree after bachelors: Undergraduate Announcement University of
Michigan--Dearborn, 1985

accounting degree after bachelors: Corporate accounting practices United States.



Congress. House. Committee on Financial Services. Subcommittee on Capital Markets, Insurance,
and Government Sponsored Enterprises, 2002

accounting degree after bachelors: Careers, 1986

accounting degree after bachelors: Education for the Professions United States. Office of
Education, 1955

accounting degree after bachelors: Jobs for which You Probably Will Need a College
Education United States. Bureau of Labor Statistics, 1980

accounting degree after bachelors: EASYUNI Ultimate University Guide 2014 EasyUni
Sdn Bhd, 2014-07-02 Hi there! It’s nice to present you once again with another ‘hot’ issue of
easyuni. On 11 June this year, we launched the unifrens social platform, an extension to easyuni’s
existing vision of providing comprehensive and accurate information to students about colleges and
universities. This is another milestone in the history of easyuni as one of Asia’s most popular
education portals, committed to helping students with their higher education plans. unifrens is a
social platform which allows students, searching for universities and colleges with similar interests,
to connect with each other to help them make unbiased and community-driven decisions about their
higher education. It also allows them to connect with students who are currently enrolled at
universities who can tell them about their experiences about a particular city, country, university or
a course. unifrens is something we had been planning for a while to complement our current family
of tools for students. We always knew that our users would love it as they want more
community-driven information instead of promotional content from universities and “study abroad”
consultants. I believe this feature will democratise the way information about specifi ¢ courses,
countries or institutions is presented and this can only mean good news for students and their
parents visitors, as it helps them make more informed decisions about which course, institution or
country to pick. Students can also pose questions to their groups, which will be answered by experts
and the community. The feature is still in its beta stage but has gained massive traction with over
100,000 users already registered and assigned to groups. Exciting, isn’t it? The issue you're holding
now has so much to offer as well. So, read every page and fi 1l yourself with all the knowledge
needed to make informed decisions about your higher education.

accounting degree after bachelors: The Changing Profession , 1982

accounting degree after bachelors: The Accountants Digest Leland Lawrence Briggs, 1980

accounting degree after bachelors: Bulletin of the United States Bureau of Labor
Statistics United States. Bureau of Labor Statistics, 1980

accounting degree after bachelors: Occupational Outlook Handbook , 1994 Describes 250
occupations which cover approximately 107 million jobs.

accounting degree after bachelors: EBOOK: Accounting: What the Numbers Mean
MARSHALL, 2016-01-08 EBOOK: Accounting: What the Numbers Mean

accounting degree after bachelors: CPA's Multistate Guide to Ethics and Professional
Conduct (2008) Michael A. Crawford, D. Scot Loyd, 2008-06 CPA's Multistate Guide to Ethics and
Professional Conduct provides CPAs with a single reference source regarding ethics and
professional standards set by the national and international standard-setting bodies, as well as the
individual state societies.

accounting degree after bachelors: Auditing Ecosystem and Strategic Accounting in the
Digital Era Tamer Aksoy, Umit Hacioglu, 2021-06-14 This book examines current topics and trends
in strategic auditing, accounting and finance in digital transformation both from a theoretical and
practical perspective. It covers areas such as internal control, corporate governance, enterprise risk
management, sustainability and competition. The contributors of this volume emphasize how
strategic approaches in this area help companies in achieving targets. The contributions illustrate
how by providing good governance, reliable financial reporting, and accountability, businesses can
win a competitive advantage. It further discusses how new technological developments like artificial
intelligence (AI), cybersystems, network technologies, financial mobility and smart applications, will
shape the future of accounting and auditing for firms.



accounting degree after bachelors: GAO, Working for the People United States. General
Accounting Office, 1987

accounting degree after bachelors: Career Mobility Handbook United States. Department of
State, 1983

accounting degree after bachelors: Qualification Standards for Positions Under the General
Schedule United States. Office of Personnel Management. Occupational Standards Branch, 1979

accounting degree after bachelors: Top Careers for Economics Graduates Facts on File, Inc.
Staff, Ferguson Publishing, 2014-05-14 Describes a variety of careers related to economics.

accounting degree after bachelors: What Can I Do Now? Ferguson, 2010 Guides students on
the path to a career working in the business and finance industry. Job profiles include accountants
and auditors, business managers, franchise owners, and human resources workers.

accounting degree after bachelors: Advances in Accounting Education Bill N. Schwartz,
Anthony H. Catanach]r., 2008-06-27 Explains how faculty members can improve their teaching
methods or how accounting units can improve their curricula/programs.

accounting degree after bachelors: Rent Or Buy? United States. Bureau of Labor Statistics,
1979

accounting degree after bachelors: The National Public Accountant , 1971

accounting degree after bachelors: Career Opportunities with the Civil Aeronautics Board for
Economists and Air Transport Analysts United States. Civil Aeronautics Board, 1968

accounting degree after bachelors: Early Learning and Child Well-being A Study of
Five-year-Olds in England, Estonia, and the United States OECD, 2020-03-19 The International Early
Learning and Child Well-Being Study was designed to help countries assess their children’s skills
and development, to understand how these relate to children’s early learning experiences and
well-being. The study provides countries with comparative data on children’s early skills to assist
countries to better identify factors that promote or hinder children’s early learning.

accounting degree after bachelors: Governance and Auditing Peter Moizer, 2005 This
authoritative new collection contains reprints of seminal articles on the subject of auditing and its
relationship to the way in which outside stakeholders monitor the activities of corporate
management. Whilst the primary audience is students in upper-level undergraduate and graduate
accounting courses, the book should also be of use to existing researchers, as it collects together the
'must read' articles on the subject in a readily accessible form. The articles have been selected to
cover four broad topic areas: (i) the role of auditing in the governance process, (ii) audit quality and
auditor reputation, (iii) governance and audit committees and (iv) the relationship between internal
and external auditors. The readings show that much work has been done and that there now exists a
substantial body of knowledge of how auditing can contribute to corporate governance. The volume
makes an important contribution to an issue that will continue to raise challenges in the years
ahead. 25 articles, dating from 1971 to 2003

accounting degree after bachelors: Kiplinger's Personal Finance , 1957-11 The most
trustworthy source of information available today on savings and investments, taxes, money
management, home ownership and many other personal finance topics.

accounting degree after bachelors: Career Opportunities with the Civil Aeronautics Board for
Auditors and Accountants United States. Civil Aeronautics Board, 1968

accounting degree after bachelors: The Parent's Crash Course in Career Planning Sharon
Lynn Jones, Marcia B. Harris, 2007 From freshman orientation through senior year, this book
addresses career planning: what parents and students should do. Learn about current career trends,
job options, choosing a major and career, and conducting a job search to land a satisfying and
rewarding job.

accounting degree after bachelors: Careers in Focus Ferguson, 2010-05-17 Profiles jobs in
Financial Services such as Accountants and Auditors, Actuaries, Bank Examiners, Financial Analysts,
Financial Planners, Insurance Underwriters, and more.--Résumé de 1'éditeur.




Additional Resources
The Best 10 Accountants near Ashburn, VA 20147 - Yelp

What are the best accountants who offer individual tax return preparation?

Home - Nova Tax & Accounting Services | Ashburn, VA
We are a leading Certified Public Accounting (CPA) firm dedicated to delivering a comprehensive
range of professional services to meet all your financial needs.

Ashburn, VA Accounting Firm, Donovan Tax & Accounting, LLC
Donovan Tax & Accounting, LLC is a full service tax, accounting and business consulting firm located
in Ashburn, VA.

Virginia CPA Firm | Home Page | RAVIBCPA & COMPANY, LLC.
We offer a broad range of services to help our clients. Count on us to take the worry out of your small
business accounting. We help you take charge of your finances to ensure a secure ...

What Is / ing? The Basics Of A ina - Forbes Advi
Jun 12, 2024 - Accounting is the process of recording, classifying and summarizing financial
transactions. It provides a clear picture of the financial health of your organization and its...

Ashburn, VA Accounting Firm | Home Page | NOVA Tax Group
NOVA Tax Group is a tax & accounting firm comprised of small group of experienced professionals
including CPAs and attorneys. We offer a broad range of services for individuals, ...

9 Best Ashburn, VA Accountants | Expertise.com
4 days ago - We scored Ashburn accountants on more than 25 variables across five categories, and
analyzed the results to give you a hand-picked list of the best. Learn about our selection ...

Ashburn, VA Accounting Firm | Home Page | Kheire
Find comfort in knowing an expert in accounting is only an email or phone-call away. (703)724-9406.
We will happily offer you a free consultation to determine how we can best serve you. ...

Ashburn, VA Accounting & Bookkeeping Services | 1-800Accountant
Bookkeeping: Build a strong financial foundation for your Ashburn enterprise with precise, reliable
bookkeeping. Our service saves you time and provides clear insights to guide your business ...

Ashburn Accounting
Ashburn Accounting provides full charge bookkeeping services.

The Best 10 Accountants near Ashburn, VA 20147 - Yelp
What are the best accountants who offer individual tax return preparation?

Home - Nova Tax & Accounting Services | Ashburn, VA
We are a leading Certified Public Accounting (CPA) firm dedicated to delivering a comprehensive
range of professional services to meet all your financial needs.

: VA 2 ing Firm. T Tax & / ing. LLC
Donovan Tax & Accounting, LLC is a full service tax, accounting and business consulting firm located
in Ashburn, VA.



Virginia CPA Firm | Home Page | RAVIBCPA & COMPANY, LLC.
We offer a broad range of services to help our clients. Count on us to take the worry out of your small
business accounting. We help you take charge of your finances to ensure a secure ...

What Is / ina? The Basics Of A ina - Forbes Advi
Jun 12, 2024 - Accounting is the process of recording, classifying and summarizing financial
transactions. It provides a clear picture of the financial health of your organization and its...

Ashburn, VA Accounting Firm | Home Page | NOVA Tax Group
NOVA Tax Group is a tax & accounting firm comprised of small group of experienced professionals
including CPAs and attorneys. We offer a broad range of services for individuals, ...

9 Best Ashburn, VA Accountants | Expertise.com
4 days ago - We scored Ashburn accountants on more than 25 variables across five categories, and
analyzed the results to give you a hand-picked list of the best. Learn about our selection ...

Ashburn, VA Accounting Firm | Home Page | Kheire & Associates, ...
Find comfort in knowing an expert in accounting is only an email or phone-call away. (703)724-9406.
We will happily offer you a free consultation to determine how we can best serve you. ...

Ashburn, VA Accounting & Bookkeeping Services | 1 ...
Bookkeeping: Build a strong financial foundation for your Ashburn enterprise with precise, reliable
bookkeeping. Our service saves you time and provides clear insights to guide your business ...

Ashburn Accounting

Ashburn Accounting provides full charge bookkeeping services.
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