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Summary: This guide provides a comprehensive understanding of "accountability to the law
definition," exploring its various facets, best practices, and potential pitfalls. It examines
the concept's theoretical underpinnings, its practical implications across different legal
systems, and the crucial role it plays in upholding the rule of law and protecting individual
rights. The guide also delves into common challenges to accountability and proposes
strategies for strengthening legal accountability mechanisms.

What is Accountability to the Law? (H1)

Accountability to the law, at its core, signifies the obligation of individuals, organizations,
and even states to adhere to and be held responsible for their actions under the established
legal framework. It's the bedrock of a just and functioning society, ensuring that everyone,
regardless of power or status, operates within the boundaries of the law and faces
consequences for violations. A robust definition of accountability to the law encompasses
several key elements:

Legal Compliance: This refers to the fundamental requirement of acting in accordance with
all applicable laws and regulations. This includes understanding the legal framework,
adhering to its stipulations, and ensuring actions remain within its permissible scope.

Transparency: Accountable entities must operate with transparency, allowing for scrutiny of
their actions and decisions. This promotes public trust and enables the identification of
potential legal breaches.

Mechanisms for Enforcement: Effective accountability relies on mechanisms for enforcing
the law. This includes robust investigative bodies, fair and impartial courts, and effective
sanctions for violations.



Redress for Violations: Individuals or groups harmed by violations of the law must have
access to effective remedies, including avenues for seeking redress, compensation, and
other forms of legal relief.

Responsibility: Accountability requires accepting responsibility for actions and their
consequences, whether positive or negative. This implies a willingness to face scrutiny and
accept the outcomes of legal processes.

Best Practices for Ensuring Accountability to the Law
(H2)

Establishing and maintaining accountability to the law necessitates a multifaceted
approach encompassing several best practices:

Strong Legal Frameworks: Clear, concise, and readily accessible laws are paramount. These
laws must be consistently applied and free from ambiguity.

Independent Judiciary: An independent and impartial judiciary is crucial to ensure fair and
unbiased application of the law. Judicial independence safeguards against political
interference and ensures that justice is served.

Robust Investigative Mechanisms: Effective investigative bodies are necessary to uncover
legal violations and gather evidence. These bodies must be independent, transparent, and
empowered to conduct thorough investigations.

Transparent and Accessible Legal Processes: Individuals must have access to legal
information and processes. Complex legal jargon should be minimized, and legal
proceedings should be conducted openly, unless specific legal exceptions apply.

Effective Sanctions and Remedies: Sanctions for legal violations must be proportionate,
deterring future misconduct while upholding principles of fairness and justice. Redress
mechanisms must be easily accessible and effective.

Common Pitfalls and Challenges to Accountability to the
Law (H2)

Despite the best intentions, numerous pitfalls can undermine accountability to the law:

Lack of Political Will: The absence of political will to enforce the law is a significant obstacle.
This can manifest in the form of inadequate resources allocated to investigative bodies,
weak judicial independence, or selective enforcement of the law.

Corruption: Corruption within the legal system can severely erode accountability. Bribery,
favoritism, and undue influence can undermine the integrity of investigations, prosecutions,
and judicial processes.



Ineffective Enforcement: Weak or poorly resourced enforcement mechanisms can fail to
bring offenders to justice. This can lead to impunity and undermine public trust in the legal
system.

Lack of Access to Justice: Individuals may lack access to legal representation, information,
or remedies, hindering their ability to seek redress for legal violations.

Weak Rule of Law: A weak rule of law, characterized by arbitrary enforcement, lack of due
process, and lack of transparency, significantly undermines accountability.

Strengthening Accountability to the Law (H2)

Strengthening accountability requires a concerted effort at all levels of society:

Promoting Legal Literacy: Improving public understanding of the law and legal rights
empowers individuals to hold those in power accountable.

Investing in Independent Institutions: Sufficient resources must be dedicated to supporting
the independence and effectiveness of investigative bodies, the judiciary, and other legal
institutions.

Combating Corruption: Robust anti-corruption measures are crucial to maintain the
integrity of the legal system and ensure impartial application of the law.

Promoting Transparency and Openness: Government operations and legal processes should
be transparent and open to public scrutiny.

Strengthening International Cooperation: International cooperation is essential in
addressing transnational crimes and ensuring accountability across borders.

Conclusion (H2)

Accountability to the law is the cornerstone of a just and equitable society. While
challenges remain, fostering a culture of accountability requires a collective commitment to
strengthening legal frameworks, promoting transparency, ensuring the independence of
legal institutions, and empowering individuals to exercise their legal rights. By addressing
the pitfalls and embracing best practices, we can build a more just and accountable world
governed by the rule of law.

FAQs (H2)

1. What is the difference between accountability and responsibility? Accountability
focuses on the obligation to answer for one's actions, while responsibility emphasizes
the duty to perform a task or fulfill an obligation. Accountability often involves
consequences for failing to meet responsibilities.



. How does accountability to the law differ across different legal systems? While the
fundamental principles are similar, the specific mechanisms and procedures for
ensuring accountability vary significantly depending on a country's legal system,
political culture, and historical context.

. What role do international human rights law play in promoting accountability to the
law? International human rights law sets minimum standards for accountability,
ensuring that individuals are protected from arbitrary actions by states and other
actors.

. How can citizens contribute to promoting accountability to the law? Citizens can
participate by engaging in civic action, holding elected officials accountable, reporting
violations, and advocating for stronger legal frameworks.

. What are some examples of sanctions for violations of the law? Sanctions can range
from fines and imprisonment to civil penalties, asset forfeiture, and reputational
damage.

. How can technology be used to enhance accountability to the law? Technology can
improve transparency through open data initiatives, facilitate access to legal
information, and streamline legal processes.

. What is the role of civil society in promoting accountability to the law? Civil society
organizations play a crucial role by monitoring government actions, advocating for
legal reforms, and providing legal assistance to victims of legal violations.

. What is the impact of a lack of accountability to the law on society? A lack of
accountability can lead to widespread corruption, injustice, social unrest, and a
decline in public trust in institutions.

. How can we measure the effectiveness of accountability mechanisms? Effectiveness
can be measured by tracking indicators such as the number of successful



prosecutions, the rate of conviction, the level of public trust in the legal system, and
the accessibility of redress mechanisms.

Related Articles (H2)

1. The Rule of Law and its Relationship to Accountability: This article explores the
fundamental connection between the rule of law and accountability to the law,
examining how a strong rule of law is essential for effective accountability
mechanisms.

1. Accountability in International Criminal Law: This article focuses on the mechanisms
for holding individuals accountable for international crimes, including war crimes,
crimes against humanity, and genocide.

1. Corporate Accountability and the Law: This article discusses the legal obligations of
corporations and the mechanisms for ensuring their accountability for actions that
violate the law.

1. Government Accountability and Transparency: This article examines the various
mechanisms for holding government officials and institutions accountable for their
actions.

1. Accountability for Human Rights Violations: This article explores the international and
domestic legal frameworks for holding individuals and states accountable for human
rights abuses.

1. The Role of the Judiciary in Ensuring Accountability: This article analyzes the crucial
role of an independent and impartial judiciary in upholding accountability to the law.

1. Challenges to Accountability in Developing Countries: This article investigates the
unique challenges to accountability in developing countries, including weak
institutional capacity and corruption.



1. The Use of Technology to Enhance Legal Accountability: This article examines how
technological advancements can improve transparency, access to justice, and the
effectiveness of accountability mechanisms.

1. Comparative Analysis of Accountability Mechanisms in Different Legal Systems: This
article compares and contrasts the approaches to accountability taken by different
legal systems around the world, highlighting best practices and areas for
improvement.

accountability to the law definition: Judges on Trial Shimon Shetreet, 1976

accountability to the law definition: The Oxford Handbook Public Accountability M. A. P.
Bovens, Robert E. Goodin, Thomas Schillemans, 2014-04 Drawing on the best scholars in the field
from around the world, this handbook showcases conceptual and normative as well as the empirical
approaches in public accountability studies.

accountability to the law definition: Perils of Judicial Self-Government in Transitional
Societies David Kosar, 2016-04 This book investigates the mechanisms of judicial control to
determine an efficient methodology for independence and accountability. Using over 800 case
studies from the Czech and Slovak disciplinary courts, the author creates a theoretical framework
that can be applied to future case studies and decrease the frequency of accountability perversions.

accountability to the law definition: Accountability and the Law Piotr Mikuli, Grzegorz
Kuca, 2021-08-12 This book discusses contemporary accountability and transparency mechanisms by
presenting a selection of case studies. The authors deal with various problems connected to
controlling public institutions and incumbents’ responsibility in state bodies. The work is divided into
three parts. Part I: Law examines the institutional and objective approach. Part II: Fairness and
Rights considers the subject approach, referring to a recipient of rights. Part III: Authority looks at
the functional approach, referring to the executors of law. Providing insights into increasing
understanding of various concepts, principles, and institutions characteristic of the modern state,
the book makes a valuable contribution to the area of comparative constitutional change. It will be a
valuable resource for academics, researchers, and policy-makers working in the areas of
constitutional law and politics.

accountability to the law definition: Corporate Environmental Accountability in International
Law Elisa Morgera, 2020 This book explores the evolving role of international law in directing and
controlling the conduct of business enterprises, in particular multinational corporations, with
respect to the protection of the environment, the sustainable use of natural resources, and the
respect of inter-related human rights. It assesses the progress and continuing limitations in the
identification of international standards of corporate environmental accountability and
responsibility, and their implementation by international organizations. This assessment shows the
extent to which the international community has conceptually and operationally clarified its
expectations about acceptable corporate conduct. This second edition of Elisa Morgera's book
reflects the intensified convergence of international standard-setting efforts on corporate
environmental accountability, with parallel international developments on business and human
rights and the environment. It also explores the recent emergence of substantive international
standards of corporate environmental responsibility, which have arisen from a growing number of




sectoral guidelines. Equally, it points to the remaining divergences in the content of international
standards of corporate environmental accountability and responsibility, which reflect differing views
among States of their international obligations to ensure the protection of the environment and the
respect of human rights.?--Provided by publisher.

accountability to the law definition: Business and Human Rights Nadia Bernaz,
2016-10-04 Business corporations can and do violate human rights all over the world, and they are
often not held to account. Emblematic cases and situations such as the state of the Niger Delta and
the collapse of the Rana Plaza factory are examples of corporate human rights abuses which are not
adequately prevented and remedied. Business and human rights as a field seeks to enhance the
accountability of business - companies and businesspeople - in the human rights area, or, to phrase
it differently, to bridge the accountability gap. Bridging the accountability gap is to be understood as
both setting standards and holding corporations and businesspeople to account if violations occur.
Adopting a legal perspective, this book presents the ways in which this dual undertaking has been
and could be further carried out in the future, and evaluates the extent to which the various
initiatives in the field bridge the corporate accountability gap. It looks at the historical background
of the field of business and human rights, and examines salient periods, events and cases. The book
then goes on to explore the relevance of international human rights law and international criminal
law for global business. International soft law and policy initiatives which have blossomed in recent
years are evaluated along with private modes of regulation. The book also examines how domestic
law, especially the domestic law of multinational companies’ home countries, can be used to prevent
and redress corporate related human rights violations.

accountability to the law definition: Enforcing the Rule of Law Enrique Peruzzotti, Catalina
Smulovitz, 2006-04-07 Reports of scandal and corruption have led to the downfall of numerous
political leaders in Latin America in recent years. What conditions have developed that allow for the
exposure of wrongdoing and the accountability of leaders? Enforcing the Rule of Law examines how
elected officials in Latin American democracies have come under scrutiny from new forms of
political control, and how these social accountability mechanisms have been successful in
counteracting corruption and the limitations of established institutions. This volume reveals how
legal claims, media interventions, civic organizations, citizen committees, electoral observation
panels, and other watchdog groups have become effective tools for monitoring political authorities.
Their actions have been instrumental in exposing government crime, bringing new issues to the
public agenda, and influencing or even reversing policy decisions. Enforcing the Rule of Law
presents compelling accounts of the emergence of civic action movements and their increasing
political influence in Latin America, and sheds new light on the state of democracy in the region.

accountability to the law definition: The Human Rights Accountability Mechanisms of
International Organizations Stian @by Johansen, 2020-07-16 Establishes a framework for
analyzing and assessing the accountability mechanisms of international organizations, and applies it
to three case studies.

accountability to the law definition: Handbook on Police Accountability, Oversight and
Integrity United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, 2011

accountability to the law definition: Testing, Teaching, and Learning National Research
Council, Division of Behavioral and Social Sciences and Education, Board on Testing and
Assessment, Committee on Title I Testing and Assessment, 1999-10-06 State education departments
and school districts face an important challenge in implementing a new law that requires
disadvantaged students to be held to the same standards as other students. The new requirements
come from provisions of the 1994 reauthorization of Title I, the largest federal effort in precollegiate
education, which provides aid to level the field for disadvantaged students. Testing, Teaching, and
Learning is written to help states and school districts comply with the new law, offering guidance for
designing and implementing assessment and accountability systems. This book examines
standards-based education reform and reviews the research on student assessment, focusing on the
needs of disadvantaged students covered by Title I. With examples of states and districts that have



track records in new systems, the committee develops a practical decision framework for education
officials. The book explores how best to design assessment and accountability systems that support
high levels of student learning and to work toward continuous improvement. Testing, Teaching, and
Learning will be an important tool for all involved in educating disadvantaged studentsa€state and
local administrators and classroom teachers.

accountability to the law definition: 'Accountability' R. G. Mulgan, 2000

accountability to the law definition: State Accountability Under International Law Lisa
Yarwood, 2010-11-24 State Accountability under International Law sets forth a definition of State
accountability as the antithesis of State impunity, and establishes a threshold against which the
existence, or not, of State accountability can be determined. The book draws together the many
academic theories relating to accountability that have arisen in various areas of international law
including environmental law, human rights and trade law before going on to examine an emerging
practice of State accountability. A variety of ad hoc attempts and informal mechanisms are assessed
against the threshold of State accountability established with emphasis being given to practical
examples ranging from the accountability of Germany and Japan after World War Two to the current
attempts to prevent impunity by Sudan and Zimbabwe. The book also addresses the relationship
between State accountability and the emerging practice of international humanitarian intervention
to consider whether intervention could be used for the purpose of holding States accountable for a
breach of jus cogens norms.

accountability to the law definition: The United Nations Rule of Law Indicators , 2011
Building and strengthening the 'rule of law' in developing nations, particularly countries in transition
or emerging from a period of armed conflict, has become a central focus of the work of the United
Nations. As a result, there is a growing demand throughout the United Nations system to better
understand the delivery of justice in conflict and post-conflict situations and the impact of
developments in this area. The United Nations Department of Peacekeeping Operations (DPKO) and
the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), in cooperation
with other United Nations departments, agencies, funds and programmes, have developed an
instrument to monitor changes in the performance and fundamental characteristics of criminal
justice institutions in conflict and post-conflict situations. The instrument consists of a set of
indicators, the United Nations Rule of Law indicators. This guide describes how to implement this
instrument and measure these indicators--P. v.

accountability to the law definition: The Federalist Papers Alexander Hamilton, John Jay,
James Madison, 2018-08-20 Classic Books Library presents this brand new edition of “The Federalist
Papers”, a collection of separate essays and articles compiled in 1788 by Alexander Hamilton.
Following the United States Declaration of Independence in 1776, the governing doctrines and
policies of the States lacked cohesion. “The Federalist”, as it was previously known, was constructed
by American statesman Alexander Hamilton, and was intended to catalyse the ratification of the
United States Constitution. Hamilton recruited fellow statesmen James Madison Jr., and John Jay to
write papers for the compendium, and the three are known as some of the Founding Fathers of the
United States. Alexander Hamilton (c. 1755-1804) was an American lawyer, journalist and highly
influential government official. He also served as a Senior Officer in the Army between 1799-1800
and founded the Federalist Party, the system that governed the nation’s finances. His contributions
to the Constitution and leadership made a significant and lasting impact on the early development of
the nation of the United States.

accountability to the law definition: Accountability for Human Rights Atrocities in
International Law Steven R. Ratner, Jason S. Abrams, James L. Bischoff, 2009 This book explores the
promise and limitations of international criminal law as a means of enforcing international human
rights and humanitarian law. It analyses the principal crimes, such as genocide and crimes against
humanity, and appraises the mechanisms developed to bring individuals to justice.

accountability to the law definition: Military Self-Interest in Accountability for Core
International Crimes Morten Bergsmo, SONG Tianying, 2018-04-21



accountability to the law definition: Judicial Accountabilities in New Europe Dr Daniela
Piana, 2013-02-28 This volume focuses on a highly challenging aspect of all European democracies,
namely the issue of combining guarantees of judicial independence and mechanisms of judicial
accountability. It does so by filling the gap in European scholarship between the two policy sectors
of enlargement and judicial cooperation and by taking full stock of an interdisciplinary literature,
spanning from comparative politics, socio-legal studies and European studies. Judicial
Accountabilities in New Europe presents an insightful account of the judicial reforms adopted by
new member States to embed the principle of the rule of law in their democratic institutions, along
with the guidelines of quality of justice promoted by European institutions in all member States.

accountability to the law definition: Women, Judging and the Judiciary Erika Rackley, 2013
Awarded the 2013 Birks Book Prize by the Society of Legal Scholars, Women, Judging and the
Judiciary expertly examines debates about gender representation in the judiciary and the importance
of judicial diversity. It offers a fresh look at the role of the (woman) judge and the process of judging
and provides a new analysis of the assumptions which underpin and constrain debates about why we
might want a more diverse judiciary, and how we might get one. Through a theoretical engagement
with the concepts of diversity and difference in adjudication, Women, Judging and the Judiciary
contends that prevailing images of the judge are enmeshed in notions of sameness and uniformity:
images which are so familiar that their grip on our understandings of the judicial role are routinely
overlooked. Failing to confront these instinctive images of the judge and of judging, however, comes
at a price. They exclude those who do not fit this mould, setting them up as challengers to the
judicial norm. Such has been the fate of the woman judge. But while this goes some way to
explaining why, despite repeated efforts, our attempts to secure greater diversity in our judiciary
have fallen short, it also points a way forward. For, by getting a clearer sense of what our judges
really do and how they do it, we can see that women judges and judicial diversity more broadly do
not threaten but rather enrich the judiciary and judicial decision-making. As such, the standard
opponent to measures to increase judicial diversity - the necessity of appointment on merit - is in
fact its greatest ally: a judiciary is stronger and the justice it dispenses better the greater the
diversity of its members, so if we want the best judiciary we can get, we should want one which is
fully diverse. Women, Judging and the Judiciary will be of interest to legal academics, lawyers and
policy makers working in the fields of judicial diversity, gender and adjudication and, more broadly,
to anyone interested in who our judges are and what they do.

accountability to the law definition: Accountability for Criminal Justice Philip C. Stenning,
1995-01-01 Accountability, the idea that people, governments, and business should be held publicly
accountable, is a central preoccupation of our time. Criminal justice, already a system for achieving
public accountability for illegal and antisocial activities, is no exception to this preoccupation, and
accountability for criminal justice therefore takes on a special significance. Seventeen original
essays, most commissioned for this volume, have been collected to summarize and assess what has
been happening in the area of accountability for criminal justice in English-speaking democracies
with common-law traditions during the last fifteen years. Looking at the issue from a variety of
disciplines, the authors' intent is to explore accountability with respect to all phases of the criminal
justice system, from policing to parole.

accountability to the law definition: Accountable Government in Africa Danwood Mzikenge
Chirwa, Lia Nijzink, 2012 This book brings together a number of leading experts in the fields of
public law, political science and democratization studies to identify ways of making African
governments accountable and describe the extent to which these mechanisms work in practice. It
presents new knowledge about legal and political developments in a number of African countries,
relevant to the policy goal of developing and deepening democratic governance and accountable
government on the continent. This book will be of interest to academics, students and practitioners
in the fields of public law, public administration, political studies and African studies.

accountability to the law definition: Responsibility of International Organizations Maurizio
Ragazzi, 2013-07-04 In December 2011, the United Nations General Assembly adopted the



International Law Commission's articles on the responsibility of international organizations, bringing
to conclusion not only nearly ten years of reflection by the Commission, governments and
organizations on this specific topic, but also decades of study of the wider subject of international
responsibility, which had initially focused on State responsibility. Parallel to this reflection by the
Commission, diplomats and public officials, the body of international case-law and literature on the
many facets of the topic has steadily been growing. Responsibility of International Organizations:
Essays in Memory of Sir Ian Brownlie contributes to the body of international literature by collecting
a broad spectrum of different and sometimes differing perspectives from well-known experts in the
field, ranging from the bench to the Commission, academia, and the world of in-house counsel. The
book is also a memorial to the renowned Sir Ian Brownlie, himself a former Chairman of the
International Law Commission who, as a leading scholar and practitioner, greatly contributed to the
reflection on international responsibility, including the responsibility of international organizations.
Edited by Maurizio Ragazzi, a former pupil of Sir Ian, the book is an ideal companion to
International Responsibility Today, a collection of essays on international responsibility which the
same editor presented in 2005 in memory of Oscar Schachter, and to which Sir Ian Brownlie had
contributed. The essays collected in Responsibility of International Organizations: Essays in Memory
of Sir Ian Brownlie, conveniently grouped by the editor under broad areas for the reader's benefit,
will be relevant not only to all those interested in this specific subject but also, more generally, to all
those engaged in the field of international law and the law of international organizations.

accountability to the law definition: The Politics of Judicial Independence in the UK's
Changing Constitution Graham Gee, Robert Hazell, Kate Malleson, Patrick O'Brien, 2015-03-12
Judicial independence is generally understood as requiring that judges must be insulated from
political life. The central claim of this work is that far from standing apart from the political realm,
judicial independence is a product of it. It is defined and protected through interactions between
judges and politicians. In short, judicial independence is a political achievement. This is the main
conclusion of a three-year research project on the major changes introduced by the Constitutional
Reform Act 2005, and the consequences for judicial independence and accountability. The authors
interviewed over 150 judges, politicians, civil servants and practitioners to understand the
day-to-day processes of negotiation and interaction between politicians and judges. They conclude
that the greatest threat to judicial independence in future may lie not from politicians actively
seeking to undermine the courts, but rather from their increasing disengagement from the justice
system and the judiciary.

accountability to the law definition: Principles, Definitions and Model Rules of
European Private Law Study Group on a European Civil Code, Research Group on the Existing EC
Private Law, 2008 In this volume, the Study Group and the Acquis Group present the first academic
Draft of a Common Frame of Reference (DCFR). The Draft is based in part on a revised version of
the Principles of European Contract Law (PECL) and contains Principles, Definitions and Model
Rules of European Private Law in an interim outline edition. It covers the books on contracts and
other juridical acts, obligations and corresponding rights, certain specific contracts, and
non-contractual obligations. One purpose of the text is to provide material for a possible political
Common Frame of Reference (CFR) which was called for by the European Commission's Action Plan
on a More Coherent European Contract Law of January 2003.

accountability to the law definition: Intelligent Accountability: Creating the conditions for
teachers to thrive David Didau, 2020-11-06 Uncertainty is a fact of life. You can never know enough
to make perfect decisions. Understanding this helps us balance an awareness of our tendency
towards overconfidence with an acceptance of our own fallibility. The book discusses two opposed
models of school improvement: the deficit model (which assumes problems are someone’s fault) and
the surplus model (which assumes problems are unintended systemic flaws). By aligning ourselves to
a surplus model we can create a system of Intelligent Accountability. The principles that make this
possible are trust, accountability and fairness. While we thrive when trusted, unless someone cares
about - and is holding us to account - for what we do, we’re unlikely to be our best. Some teachers




deserve more trust and require less scrutiny than others, but in order to satisfy the demands of
equality we end up treating all teachers as equally untrustworthy. The more we trust teachers, the
more autonomy they should be given. To pursue a system of fair inequality we must accept that
autonomy must be earned.

accountability to the law definition: Accountability Arrangements to Combat Corruption
Sue Cavill, 2007 This review describes accountability arrangements to combat corruption in the
infrastructure sector. The sustainability of the livelihoods of the poor in low- and middle-income
countries is compromised by corruption in the delivery of infrastructure services. Such services
include water supply, sanitation, drainage, the provision of access roads and paving, transport, solid
waste management, street lighting and community buildings. For this reason, The Water,
Engineering Development Centre, (WEDC) at Loughborough University in the UK is conducting
research into anti-corruption initiatives in this area of infrastructure services delivery. This series of
reports has been produced as part of a project entitled Accountability Arrangements to Combat
Corruption, which was initially funded by the Department for International Development (DFID) of
the British Government. The purpose of the work is to improve governance through the use of
accountability arrangements to combat corruption in the delivery of infrastructure services. These
findings, reviews, country case studies, case surveys and practical tools provide evidence of how
anti-corruption initiatives in infrastructure delivery can contribute to the improvement of the lives of
the urban poor. The main objective of the research is the analysis of corruption in infrastructure
delivery. This includes a review of accountability initiatives in infrastructure delivery and the nature
of the impact of greater accountability.

accountability to the law definition: Key Concepts in Social Work Practice Aidan Worsley,
Tim Mann, Angela Olsen, Elizabeth Mason-Whitehead, 2012-11-12 This book is a quick and
accessible reference guide to the key concepts that social work students and professionals need to
understand to be effective. The authors place practice at the centre of the text, and include a host of
case examples to bring the concepts to life. Examining the essential topics of the social work
curriculum, the concepts covered relate to practice, theory, policy and personal challenges. Further
reading is included in each entry, so that the reader can explore what they have learned in more
detail. This book will be an invaluable resource for social work students during their studies and on
their practice placement. It will also be useful for qualified social workers, who want to continue
their professional education.

accountability to the law definition: Protecting the right to freedom of expression under the
European Convention on Human Rights Bychawska-Siniarska, Dominika, 2017-08-04 European
Convention on Human Rights - Article 10 - Freedom of expression 1. Everyone has the right to
freedom of expression. This right shall include freedom to hold opinions and to receive and impart
information and ideas without interference by public authority and regardless of frontiers. This
article shall not prevent States from requiring the licensing of broadcasting, television or cinema
enterprises. 2. The exercise of these freedoms, since it carries with it duties and responsibilities,
may be subject to such formalities, conditions, restrictions or penalties as are prescribed by law and
are necessary in a democratic society, in the interests of national security, territorial integrity or
public safety, for the prevention of disorder or crime, for the protection of health or morals, for the
protection of the reputation or rights of others, for preventing the disclosure of information received
in confidence, or for maintaining the authority and impartiality of the judiciary. In the context of an
effective democracy and respect for human rights mentioned in the Preamble to the European
Convention on Human Rights, freedom of expression is not only important in its own right, but it
also plays a central part in the protection of other rights under the Convention. Without a broad
guarantee of the right to freedom of expression protected by independent and impartial courts,
there is no free country, there is no democracy. This general proposition is undeniable. This
handbook is a practical tool for legal professionals from Council of Europe member states who wish
to strengthen their skills in applying the European Convention on Human Rights and the case law of
the European Court of Human Rights in their daily work.



accountability to the law definition: The Law of Global Governance Eyal Benvenisti,
2014-06-11 Also available as an e-book The book argues that the decision-making processes within
international organizations and other global governance bodies ought to be subjected to procedural
and substantive legal constraints that are associated domestically with the requirements of the rule
of law. The book explains why law — international, regional, domestic, formal or soft — should
restrain global actors in the same way that judicial oversight is applied to domestic administrative
agencies. It outlines the emerging web of global norms designed to protect the rights and interests
of all affected individuals, to enable public deliberation, and to promote the legitimacy of the global
bodies. These norms are being shaped by a growing convergence of expectations of global
institutions to ensure public participation and representation, impartiality and independence of
decision-makers, and accountability of decisions. The book explores these mechanisms as well as the
political and social forces that are shaping their development by analysing the emerging judicial
practice concerning a variety of institutions, ranging from the UN Security Council and other formal
organizations to informal and private standard-setting bodies.

accountability to the law definition: Judicial Integrity , 2004-05-01 Traditional separation
of powers theories assumed that governmental despotism will be prevented by dividing the branches
of government which will check one another. Modern governments function with unexpected
complicity among these branches. Sometimes one of the branches becomes overwhelming. Other
governmental structures, however, tend to mitigate these tendencies to domination. Among other
structures courts have achieved considerable autonomy vis-a-vis the traditional political branches of
power. They tend to maintain considerable distance from political parties in the name of
professionalism and expertise. The conditions and criteria of independence are not clear, and even
less clear are the conditions of institutional integrity. Independence (including depolitization) of
public institutions is of particular practical relevance in the post-Communist countries where
political partisanship penetrated institutions under the single party system. Institutional integrity,
particularly in the context of administration of justice, became a precondition for accession to the
European Union. Given this practical challenge the present volume is centered around three key
areas of institutional integrity, primarily within the administration of justice: First, in a broader
theoretical-interdisciplinary context the criteria of institutional independence are discussed. The
second major issue is the relation of neutralized institutions to branches of government with
reference to accountability. Thirdly, comparative experience regarding judicial independence is
discussed to determine techniques to enhance integrity.

accountability to the law definition: Code of Ethics for Nurses with Interpretive Statements
American Nurses Association, 2001 Pamphlet is a succinct statement of the ethical obligations and
duties of individuals who enter the nursing profession, the profession's nonnegotiable ethical
standard, and an expression of nursing's own understanding of its commitment to society. Provides a
framework for nurses to use in ethical analysis and decision-making.

accountability to the law definition: EU Administrative Law Paul Craig, 2018-10-25 The third
edition of EU Administrative Law provides comprehensive coverage of the administrative system in
the EU and the principles of judicial review that apply in this area. This revised edition provides
important updates on each area covered, including new case law; institutional developments; and
EU legislation. These changes are located within the framework of broader developments in the EU.
The chapters in the first half of the book deal with all the principal variants of the EU administrative
regime. Thus there are chapters dealing with the history and taxonomy of the EU administrative
regime; direct administration; shared administration; comitology; agencies; social partners; and the
open method of coordination. The coverage throughout focuses on the legal regime that governs the
particular form of administration and broader issues of accountability, drawing on literature from
political science as well as law. The focus in the second part of the book shifts to judicial review.
There are detailed chapters covering all principles of judicial review and the discussion of the law
throughout is analytical and contextual. It begins with the principles that have informed the
development of EU judicial review. This is followed by a chapter dealing with the judicial system and




the way in which reform could impact on the subject matter of the book. There are then chapters
dealing with competence; access; transparency; process; law, fact and discretion; rights; equality;
legitimate expectations; two chapters on proportionality; the precautionary principle; two chapters
on remedies; and the Ombudsman.

accountability to the law definition: Standards for Internal Control in the Federal
Government United States Government Accountability Office, 2019-03-24 Policymakers and
program managers are continually seeking ways to improve accountability in achieving an entity's
mission. A key factor in improving accountability in achieving an entity's mission is to implement an
effective internal control system. An effective internal control system helps an entity adapt to
shifting environments, evolving demands, changing risks, and new priorities. As programs change
and entities strive to improve operational processes and implement new technology, management
continually evaluates its internal control system so that it is effective and updated when necessary.
Section 3512 (c) and (d) of Title 31 of the United States Code (commonly known as the Federal
Managers' Financial Integrity Act (FMFIA)) requires the Comptroller General to issue standards for
internal control in the federal government.

accountability to the law definition: Accountability and Corporate Human Rights
Violations in Tort and International Law Emmanuel K. Nartey, 2021-10-04 This volume identifies
a coherent legal principle in order to establish a novel duty of care for corporate human rights
violations and environmental damages. It examines whether tort and civil law offer better
accountability and remedies for victims of corporate human rights abuses, and carries out an
in-depth and critical analysis of the concept of corporate accountability. Moreover, a fundamental
part of this book is devoted to examining the extent to which international criminal law influences
international human rights law in its use of tort law and civil law remedies. Finally, the book sets out
a theoretical mechanism for duty of care, as well as a proposal for the establishment of a ‘Hybrid
International Transnational Corporation Court’ that would have the potential to effectively interpret
the concept of the corporate duty of care under tort law.

accountability to the law definition: Super PACs Louise I. Gerdes, 2014-05-20 The passage of
Citizens United by the Supreme Court in 2010 sparked a renewed debate about campaign spending
by large political action committees, or Super PACs. Its ruling said that it is okay for corporations
and labor unions to spend as much as they want in advertising and other methods to convince people
to vote for or against a candidate. This book provides a wide range of opinions on the issue. Includes
primary and secondary sources from a variety of perspectives; eyewitnesses, scientific journals,
government officials, and many others.

accountability to the law definition: The International Legal Order Ingrid Detter Delupis,
1994 This work is based on long-term research into State practice combined with the development
of a theoretical foundation of such practice, which explains the behaviour of states as subject to
clear legal restraints. It argues that state practice is not compatible with traditional concepts of
international law and that a fresh approach is required.

accountability to the law definition: An Audit of Police Oversight in Africa African Policing
Civilian Oversight Forum, 2008 African Policing Civilian Oversight Forum.

accountability to the law definition: Democratizing the Police Abroad David H. Bayley, 2001

accountability to the law definition: The Cambridge Handbook of the Law of Algorithms
Woodrow Barfield, 2020-11-05 Algorithms are a fundamental building block of artificial intelligence -
and, increasingly, society - but our legal institutions have largely failed to recognize or respond to
this reality. The Cambridge Handbook of the Law of Algorithms, which features contributions from
US, EU, and Asian legal scholars, discusses the specific challenges algorithms pose not only to
current law, but also - as algorithms replace people as decision makers - to the foundations of
society itself. The work includes wide coverage of the law as it relates to algorithms, with chapters
analyzing how human biases have crept into algorithmic decision-making about who receives
housing or credit, the length of sentences for defendants convicted of crimes, and many other
decisions that impact constitutionally protected groups. Other issues covered in the work include the



impact of algorithms on the law of free speech, intellectual property, and commercial and human
rights law.

accountability to the law definition: The Pig Book Citizens Against Government Waste,
2013-09-17 The federal government wastes your tax dollars worse than a drunken sailor on shore
leave. The 1984 Grace Commission uncovered that the Department of Defense spent $640 for a
toilet seat and $436 for a hammer. Twenty years later things weren't much better. In 2004, Congress
spent a record-breaking $22.9 billion dollars of your money on 10,656 of their pork-barrel projects.
The war on terror has a lot to do with the record $413 billion in deficit spending, but it's also the
result of pork over the last 18 years the likes of: - $50 million for an indoor rain forest in Iowa - $102
million to study screwworms which were long ago eradicated from American soil - $273,000 to
combat goth culture in Missouri - $2.2 million to renovate the North Pole (Lucky for Santa!) -
$50,000 for a tattoo removal program in California - $1 million for ornamental fish research Funny in
some instances and jaw-droppingly stupid and wasteful in others, The Pig Book proves one thing
about Capitol Hill: pork is king!

accountability to the law definition: The Accountability of Armed Groups Under Human
Rights Law Katharine Fortin, 2017 Today the majority of the armed conflicts around the world are
fought between States and armed groups, rather than between States. This changed conflict
landscape creates an imperative to clarify the obligations of armed groups under international law.
While it is generally accepted that armed groups are bound by international humanitarian law, the
question of whether they are also bound by human rights law is controversial. This book brings
significant new understanding to the question of whether and when armed groups might be bound
by human rights law. Its conclusions will benefit international law academics, legal practitioners and
political scientists and anthropologists working on issues related to rebel governance and civil wars.
This book addresses the debate on this topic by employing a theoretical, historical, and comparative
analysis that spans international humanitarian law, international criminal law, and international
human rights law. Embedding these different perspectives in public international law, this book
brings several key points of clarification to the legal framework. Firstly, the book draws upon social
science literature on armed conflict to present a new viewpoint on the role that human rights law
plays vis-a-vis international humanitarian law in non-international armed conflicts. Secondly, the
book sheds light on the circumstances in which armed groups acquire obligations under human
rights law. It brings illumination to these topics by combining historical and comparative research
on belligerency, insurgency, and international humanitarian law with a theoretical analysis of legal
personality under international law. In the final part of the book, the author tests the four most
utilised theories of how armed groups are bound by human rights law, examining whether armed
groups can be bound by virtue of (i) treaty law (ii) control of territory (iii) international criminal law
and (iv) customary international law. In the book's conclusions, the author presents final remarks
that are designed to provide concrete guidance on how the issue of armed groups and human rights
law can be dealt with more thoroughly in practice.

Additional Resources

ACCOUNTABILITY Definition & Meaning - Merriam-Webster
The meaning of ACCOUNTABILITY is the quality or state of being accountable; especially :
an obligation or willingness to accept responsibility or to ...

7 Truths About Accountability That You Need to Know - Inc...
Sep 14, 2017 - Here are seven truths about accountability, which will help you better

understands and increase accountability levels in your ...

Do You Understand What Accountability Really Means?



Oct 13, 2016 - Every leader I've ever met sees accountability as a foundational ingredient
in a healthy and sustainable culture. The problem is, as is often ...

Accountability: Definition, Types, Benefits, and Example ...
Apr 10, 2025 - Accountability is the acknowledgment by a company, an individual, or
another entity that they're responsible for their actions. What Is ...

ACCOUNTABILITY | English meaning - Cambridge Diction...
ACCOUNTABILITY definition: 1. the fact of being responsible for what you do and able to
give a satisfactory ...

ACCOUNTABILITY Definition & Meaning - Merriam-Webster

The meaning of ACCOUNTABILITY is the quality or state of being accountable; especially :
an obligation or willingness to accept responsibility or to account for one's actions. How to
use ...

7 Truths About Accountability That You Need to Know - Inc.com

Sep 14, 2017 - Here are seven truths about accountability, which will help you better
understands and increase accountability levels in your organization. 1 - Accountability
starts with you

Do You Understand What Accountability Really Means?

Oct 13, 2016 - Every leader I've ever met sees accountability as a foundational ingredient
in a healthy and sustainable culture. The problem is, as is often the case with leadership
and ...

Accountability: Definition, Types, Benefits, and Example - Investopedia

Apr 10, 2025 - Accountability is the acknowledgment by a company, an individual, or
another entity that they're responsible for their actions. What Is Accountability?
Accountability refers to ...

ACCOUNTABILITY | English meaning - Cambridge Dictionary
ACCOUNTABILITY definition: 1. the fact of being responsible for what you do and able to
give a satisfactory reason for it, or.... Learn more.

Accountability - Wikipedia

In leadership roles, [2] accountability is the acknowledgment of and assumption of
responsibility for actions, products, decisions, and policies such as administration,
governance, and ...

Accountability | Definition & Examples | Britannica

accountability, principle according to which a person or institution is responsible for a set of
duties and can be required to give an account of their fulfilment to an authority thatis in a
position to ...

What is Accountability? (11 Key Points) - Simplicable

Feb 20, 2025 - Accountability is the obligation to take responsibility for things that are
under your direction or control. Fulling this obligation requires admitting to failures,
answering to ...

What Is Accountability? Definition, Types & Examples



Jun 2, 2023 - Accountability is a term used to describe an individual’s responsibility for
completing a task or assignment. It is also used in reference to a person’s ability to be held
responsible for ...

2024 Accountability Data - Weymouth (03360000) - Mass

Overall classification: All Massachusetts districts and schools with sufficient data are
classified into one of two accountability categories: districts and schools requiring
assistance or ...

Accountability To The Law Definition

Accountability To The Law Definition
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