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Introduction: Understanding Academic Language
Functions Examples

This article provides a thorough exploration of academic language functions examples,
examining how language functions contribute to effective communication within academic
contexts. Understanding these functions is crucial for both students striving to improve
their academic writing and instructors seeking to enhance their teaching of academic
discourse. We will delve into various examples, illustrating how different language functions
are employed to achieve specific communicative goals within academic writing, research
papers, presentations, and discussions.

1. Defining Academic Language Functions

Before exploring academic language functions examples, it's essential to define what we
mean by "language function" in an academic context. Language functions refer to the
purpose or intention behind language use. In academia, these functions are often complex
and multifaceted, involving a sophisticated interplay of vocabulary, grammar, and
rhetorical strategies. Unlike everyday conversation, academic language prioritizes clarity,
precision, and objectivity. It avoids ambiguity and strives for logical coherence.



2. Key Academic Language Functions Examples with
lllustrations

This section provides academic language functions examples categorized by their primary
function:

2.1. Defining and Describing:

Example: "Photosynthesis is the process by which green plants and some other organisms
use sunlight to synthesize foods from carbon dioxide and water." This sentence defines
photosynthesis clearly and concisely.

Academic Language Features: Precise vocabulary ("photosynthesis," "synthesize"), formal
tone, clear structure.

2.2. Explaining and lllustrating:

Example: "The impact of climate change on polar bear populations is evident in reduced ice
cover, leading to decreased hunting success and ultimately, population decline. This is
illustrated by recent studies showing a significant correlation between ice extent and polar
bear survival rates."

Academic Language Features: Use of causal connectives ("leading to," "ultimately"),
referencing of external evidence ("recent studies"), logical progression of ideas.

2.3. Arguing and Persuading:

Example: "While some argue that genetically modified organisms (GMOs) pose significant
risks, the evidence suggests that, when properly regulated, GMOs can offer substantial
benefits in terms of increased crop yields and enhanced nutritional value."

Academic Language Features: Acknowledging opposing viewpoints, presenting
counterarguments, using evidence-based reasoning, employing hedging language ("the
evidence suggests").

2.4. Analyzing and Interpreting:

Example: "The data presented in Figure 1 reveals a statistically significant difference
between the control group and the experimental group, suggesting that the intervention
had a positive effect on the outcome variable."

Academic Language Features: Objective reporting of findings, use of precise statistical
terminology, cautious interpretation of results.

2.5. Evaluating and Judging:

Example: "While the study's methodology is sound, its limitations lie in the small sample
size and the potential for selection bias. Further research with a larger, more representative
sample is needed to confirm these findings."

Academic Language Features: Critical assessment of evidence, identification of strengths



and weaknesses, balanced judgment.

2.6. Synthesizing and Summarizing:

Example: "In conclusion, this review of the literature indicates a strong correlation between
socioeconomic status and academic achievement, highlighting the need for interventions to
address educational inequalities."”

Academic Language Features: Concise restatement of key findings, clear concluding
statement, connection to broader implications.

2.7. Comparing and Contrasting:

Example: "Unlike traditional farming methods, sustainable agriculture emphasizes
biodiversity and minimizes the use of synthetic pesticides and fertilizers, resulting in
reduced environmental impact.”

Academic Language Features: Use of comparative language ("unlike," "in contrast"),
highlighting similarities and differences.

3. Developing Proficiency in Academic Language
Functions

Mastering academic language functions examples requires consistent practice and
feedback. Strategies for improvement include:

Immersion in academic texts: Regularly reading academic articles and books across
different disciplines.

Analyzing model texts: Deconstructing well-written academic papers to identify effective
language functions.

Writing practice: Regularly engaging in academic writing tasks, seeking feedback from
instructors or peers.

Vocabulary building: Expanding vocabulary through reading and targeted vocabulary
learning.

Grammar review: Refine grammatical accuracy through exercises and feedback.

4. Beyond the Written Word: Oral Academic Language
Functions

The functions discussed above are not limited to written academic work. Effective oral
communication in academic settings—whether in presentations, seminars, or
discussions—also relies on similar language functions. For instance, a successful
presentation will define key terms, explain complex concepts clearly, argue for a particular
thesis, and answer questions effectively, all using academic language functions examples
tailored to the oral medium.



Conclusion

Understanding and effectively employing academic language functions examples is a
cornerstone of successful academic engagement. By mastering these functions, students
and researchers can communicate their ideas clearly, persuasively, and rigorously,
contributing meaningfully to scholarly discourse. Continued practice, feedback, and critical
analysis of academic texts are crucial for developing proficiency in this vital aspect of
academic communication.

FAQs

1. What is the difference between academic language and everyday language?
Academic language is more formal, precise, and objective than everyday language. It
uses specialized vocabulary and complex sentence structures.

1. How can | improve my academic vocabulary? Read widely in your field, use a
dictionary and thesaurus regularly, and actively try to incorporate new words into your
writing and speech.

1. What are some common mistakes students make in academic writing? Common
mistakes include informal language, grammatical errors, weak arguments, and lack of
clarity.

1. How important is citation in academic writing? Citation is crucial for demonstrating the
validity of your arguments and avoiding plagiarism. It shows you are building upon
existing research.

1. What are some resources for learning more about academic writing? There are many
online resources, textbooks, and workshops available to help improve academic
writing skills.

1. How can | effectively synthesize information from multiple sources in my writing? Use
comparison, contrast, and synthesis techniques to show how multiple sources support
your arguments.



1. What is hedging language and why is it important in academic writing? Hedging
language (e.g., "it seems," "may," "possibly") expresses cautious claims,
acknowledging uncertainty and avoiding overgeneralization.

1. How can | improve my ability to analyze data and interpret results? Practice
interpreting data from various sources, focus on statistical significance, and avoid
subjective interpretations.

1. How can | give a more effective academic presentation? Structure your presentation
logically, use clear visuals, and rehearse your delivery to ensure fluency and
confidence.
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academic language functions examples: Academic Language in Diverse Classrooms:
Definitions and Contexts Margo Gottlieb, Gisela Ernst-Slavit, 2014-04-22 With the rigorous
content of College and Career Readiness standards, academic language use has moved to the
forefront of educational priorities. School leaders and teachers must ensure that academic language
becomes the focus of new curricula, instruction, and assessment, with special attention to
linguistically and culturally diverse students. Margo Gottlieb and Gisela Ernst-Slavit's six-book series
on academic language is already the definitive resource on the topic. This companion volume
provides a concise, thorough overview of the key research concepts and effective practices that
underlie the series. It includes, Definitions and examples of the dimensions of academic language, A
step-by-step template to incorporate academic language use into plans for student learning, Graphic
models that illustrate the construct of academic language and its classroom application, Language is
the most fundamental building block of education. Be sure your school is as strong as it can be with
this indispensable book.

academic language functions examples: Academic Language! Academic Literacy! Eli R.
Johnson, 2009-07-06 Develop students' understanding of academic language and watch literacy
skills soar! To achieve higher levels of learning, students must be able to understand academic
language-the formalized language of instruction found in classrooms, textbooks, and standardized



tests. Eli R Johnson conveys a powerful message of the need for teachers to provide explicit
academic language instruction for all students, especially English language learners or those
struggling with reading. Filled with 36 hands-on strategies, this practical ...

academic language functions examples: Common Core Standards - Academic Language
in the Classroom Eli R. Johnson, 2012

academic language functions examples: Building Academic Language Jeff Zwiers,
2014-04-07 “Of the over one hundred new publications on the Common Core State Standards
(CCSS), this one truly stands out! In the second edition of Building Academic Language, Jeff Zwiers
presents a much-needed, comprehensive roadmap to cultivating academic language development
across all disciplines, this time placing the rigor and challenges of the CCSS front and center. A
must-have resource!” —Andrea Honigsfeld, EdAD, Molloy College “Language is critical to the
development of content learning as students delve more deeply into specific disciplines. When
students possess strong academic language, they are better able to critically analyze and synthesize
complex ideas and abstract concepts. In this second edition of Building Academic Language, Jeff
Zwiers successfully builds the connections between the Common Core State Standards and
academic language. This is the ‘go to’ resource for content teachers as they transition to the
expectations for college and career readiness.” —Katherine S. McKnight, PhD, National Louis
University With the adoption of the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) by most of the United
States, students need help developing their understanding and use of language within the academic
context. This is crucially important throughout middle school and high school, as the subjects
discussed and concepts taught require a firm grasp of language in order to understand the greater
complexity of the subject matter. Building Academic Language shows teachers what they can do to
help their students grasp language principles and develop the language skills they’ll need to reach
their highest levels of academic achievement. The Second Edition of Building Academic Language
includes new strategies for addressing specific Common Core standards and also provides answers
to the most important questions across various content areas, including: What is academic language
and how does it differ by content area? How can language-building activities support content
understanding for students? How can teachers assist students in using language more effectively,
especially in the academic context? How can academic language usage be modeled routinely in the
classroom? How can lesson planning and assessment support academic language development? An
essential resource for teaching all students, this book explains what every teacher needs to know
about language for supporting reading, writing, and academic learning.

academic language functions examples: Building Academic Language through Content-Area
Text: Strategies to Support ELLs Erica Bowers, Laura Keisler, 2011-04-01 Set the stage for effective
academic language instruction with strategies that are designed specifically for English language
learners and support instruction in content-area vocabulary. The teacher-friendly format includes
strategy descriptions, rationale, and resources for easy implementation. Each strategy features
examples for different grade levels and content areas. Complete sample lessons demonstrate how
strategies can be integrated into content-area instruction.

academic language functions examples: Academic Language in Diverse Classrooms:
English Language Arts, Grades K-2 Margo Gottlieb, Gisela Ernst-Slavit, 2013-10 This title offers
guidance to educators in how to target academic language in planning for student learning as states
undergo the implementation of the Common Core and corresponding English language proficiency
standards in preparation for the upcoming consortia-led assessments.

academic language functions examples: What English Language Teachers Need to
Know Volume III MaryAnn Christison, Denise E. Murray, 2021-10-25 Designed for pre-service and
novice teachers in ELT, What English Language Teachers Need to Know Volumes I, 11, and III are
companion textbooks organized around the key question: What do teachers need to know and be
able to do in order to help their students to learn English? Thoroughly revised and updated, the
second edition of Volume III explores the contexts for ELT curricula; explains key processes in
curriculum design; and sets out approaches to curricula that are linguistic-based, content-based,



learner centered, and learning centered. Organized around the three pillars of teaching—planning,
instructing, and assessing—chapters in the second edition are updated to include current research
and theory to meet the needs of today’s teachers, and feature new or revised vignettes and
activities. New chapters help teachers understand both the technological and multilingual
approaches that learners need to succeed today. The comprehensive texts of this series are suitable
resources for teachers across different contexts—where English is the dominant language, an official
language, or a foreign language; for different levels—elementary/primary, secondary, university, or
adult education; and for different learning purposes—general English, workplace English, English
for academic purposes, or English for specific purposes.

academic language functions examples: Academic Conversations Jeff Zwiers, Marie
Crawford, 2023-10-10 Conversing with others has given insights to different perspectives, helped
build ideas, and solve problems. Academic conversations push students to think and learn in lasting
ways. Academic conversations are back-and-forth dialogues in which students focus on a topic and
explore it by building, challenging, and negotiating relevant ideas. In Academic Conversations:
Classroom Talk that Fosters Critical Thinking and Content Understandings authors Jeff Zwiers and
Marie Crawford address the challenges teachers face when trying to bring thoughtful, respectful,
and focused conversations into the classroom. They identify five core communications skills needed
to help students hold productive academic conversation across content areas: Elaborating and
Clarifying Supporting Ideas with Evidence Building On and/or Challenging Ideas Paraphrasing
Synthesizing This book shows teachers how to weave the cultivation of academic conversation skills
and conversations into current teaching approaches. More specifically, it describes how to use
conversations to build the following: Academic vocabulary and grammar Critical thinking skills such
as persuasion, interpretation, consideration of multiple perspectives, evaluation, and application
Literacy skills such as questioning, predicting, connecting to prior knowledge, and summarizing An
academic classroom environment brimming with respect for others' ideas, equity of voice,
engagement, and mutual support The ideas in this book stem from many hours of classroom
practice, research, and video analysis across grade levels and content areas. Readers will find
numerous practical activities for working on each conversation skill, crafting conversation-worthy
tasks, and using conversations to teach and assess. Academic Conversations offers an in-depth
approach to helping students develop into the future parents, teachers, and leaders who will
collaborate to build a better world.

academic language functions examples: Academic Language in Diverse Classrooms:
Mathematics, Grades K[]2 Margo Gottlieb, Gisela Ernst-Slavit, 2013-03-12 Help your students
unlock important mathematical concepts If youve ever watched a student struggle with learning
math concepts, you know that academic English can sometimes create stumbling blocks to
understanding. To grasp complicated concepts, build skills, and demonstrate achievement, students
need to master academic language in math. But how do you teach academic language when youre so
busy teaching math? With this guide, youll build a curricular framework that integrates language
and cultural supports with math content during lesson planning, implementation, and reflection.
Youll learn to Understand the role of language within the math principles of the Common Core
Identify potential obstacles to understanding Incorporate academic language into
standards-referenced unit targets and lesson objectives Collaborate with ELL specialists to help
students access the curriculum Each grade-specific chapter models the types of interactions and
learning experiences that help students master both math content and academic language. This
essential book shows you why mastery of academic language is the key to students academic
success.

academic language functions examples: Bridging Teaching, Learning and Assessment in the
English Language Classroom Tijen Aksit, Hande Isil Mengu, Robin Turner, 2018-11-12 Learning
English as a foreign language in any formal education context requires opportunities for learners
and teachers to give and receive feedback on the teaching learning process as it is happening. These
opportunities could be created via various in-class activities specifically designed for this purpose.



Teachers who create and use these diagnostic opportunities effectively detect what learners need in
a timely fashion, and provide remedial teaching in the right time and mode, so that chances can be
created for learners to improve their learning. There is no one universally accepted way of how to do
this, however, with various approaches for collecting, analyzing and reviewing data for this purpose.
This book encapsulates the unbreakable relationship between teaching, learning and assessment
through a range of articles which scrutinize assessment from a wide spectrum, ranging from the role
of assessment in language learning to ELT teacher assessment literacy, from the use of technology
in classroom-based assessment to practicing teachers’ reflections on their teacher classroom action
research, and from the role of the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages
(CEFR) to empirical data analysis.

academic language functions examples: Teaching Academic Vocabulary K-8 Camille
Blachowicz, Donna Ogle, Peter Fisher, Susan Watts Taffe, 2013-04-14 This book showcases effective
ways to build the vocabulary knowledge K-8 learners need to engage meaningfully in reading,
writing, and discussion on academic subjects. The distinguished authors draw on decades of
classroom experience to explain what academic vocabulary is, how it fits into the Common Core
State Standards, and how targeting vocabulary can enhance conceptual understanding in English
language arts, social studies, and math and science. Rich classroom vignettes, teaching tips, and
examples of student work are included. The book also features helpful figures, word lists, discussion
questions, and recommended print and online resources.

academic language functions examples: Language Function Ellyn Arwood, 2011-05-15
Literacy teaching tends to take a structural approach to language, focusing on auditory products or
skills such as sounds, morphemes, words, sentences, and vocabulary. However, new research
suggests that the majority of English speakers actually think and learn in visual concepts, and that
there is a cultural and linguistic mismatch between auditory teaching methods and the way students
think and learn. This has important implications for all educators including those who work with
students with neurogenic disabilities, such as autism spectrum disorders and ADHD. In her new
book, Dr. Ellyn Lucas Arwood outlines a revolutionary four-tiered model of how a learner acquires
language, and suggests ways to impose visual language functions onto an auditory language like
English in order to improve learning for both neurotypical learners and those with neurogenic
disabilities. Dr. Arwood provides tried-and-tested intervention strategies that work with all levels of
ability, giving readers the knowledge and confidence to teach learners to become more literate in a
way that raises learners' abilities to think and problem solve. This book takes a fresh look at how
language and literacy interact, and will be of interest to educators and special educators, speech and
language pathologists, and other professionals who support language learning and development.

academic language functions examples: Teaching the Dimensions of Literacy Stephen
Kucer, Cecilia Silva, 2012-10-12 Teaching the Dimensions of Literacy provides both the conceptual
knowledge to support teachers' instructional decisions in the reading/literacy classroom and a
multitude of instructional strategy lessons for classroom use with both monolingual and bilingual
students. It proposes that teachers need to help children become code breakers (the linguistic
dimension), meaning makers (the cognitive dimension), text users and critics (the sociocultural
dimension), and scientists (the developmental dimension). Acknowledging and addressing all four
dimensions, this text links literacy theory, literacy research, and literacy practice in a useable way.
Covering both reading and writing, it features clear, concise, and useable reading and writing
strategy lessons and ways to modify them for different types of students. Changes in the Second
Edition: Entirely reorganized, the text is more user friendly, builds a stronger link between theory
and practice, and makes it is easier for teachers to locate appropriate strategy lessons to use with
their students. Academic literacy is addressed more fully.

academic language functions examples: Academic Language/Literacy Strategies for
Adolescents Debra L. Cook Hirai, Irene Borrego, Emilio Garza, Carl T. Kloock, 2013-02-01
Fast-paced, practical, and innovative, this text for pre-service and in-service teachers features clear,
easily accessible lessons and professional development activities to improve the delivery of academic



language/literacy education across the content areas in junior/middle school and high school
classrooms. Numerous hands-on tools and techniques demonstrate the effectiveness of content-area
instruction for students in a wide variety of school settings, particularly English language learners,
struggling readers, and other special populations of students. Based on a strong professional
development model the authors have been instrumental in designing, Academic Language/Literacy
Strategies for Adolescents addresses: motivation attributes of academic language vocabulary: theory
and practice reading skills development grammar and writing. A wealth of charts, graphs, and
lesson plans give clear examples of academic language/literacy strategies in action. The appendices
- a key component of the practical applications developed in the text - include a glossary, exemplary
lessons that address key content areas, and a Grammar Handbook. In this era of increased
accountability, coupled with rapid demographic change and challenges to traditional curricula and
pedagogical methods, educators will find this book to be a great resource.

academic language functions examples: What English Language Teachers Need to
Know II Denise E. Murray, 2010 Designed for pre-service teachers and teachers new to the field of
ELT, Volume II and its companion are companion textbook, Volume I, are volumes organized around
the key question: What do teachers need to know and be able to do in order for their students to
learn English? Volume I covers the characteristics of the context in which teachers work, how
English works and how it is learned, and the teacher's role in the larger professional sphere of
English language education. Volume II covers the three main facets of teaching: pla.

academic language functions examples: Academic Vocabulary in Middle and High
School Donna Ogle, Camille Blachowicz, Peter Fisher, Laura Lang, 2015-10-21 In order to succeed
in school and beyond, students in grades 6-12 need to understand and use both academic language
and discipline-specific vocabulary. This book describes effective practices for integrating vocabulary
study with instruction in English language arts, history/social studies, and math and science, and for
helping students become independent, motivated word learners. The expert authors present a
wealth of specific teaching strategies, illustrated with classroom vignettes and student work
samples. Connections to the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) are highlighted throughout; an
extensive annotated list of print and electronic resources enhances the book's utility.

academic language functions examples: Discourse in Content and Language Integrated
Learning (CLIL) Classrooms Christiane Dalton-Puffer, 2007-09-27 The label CLIL stands for
classrooms where a foreign language (English) is used as a medium of instruction in content
subjects. This book provides a first in-depth analysis of the kind of communicative abilities which are
embodied in such CLIL classrooms. It examines teacher and student talk at secondary school level
from different discourse-analytic angles, taking into account the interpersonal pragmatics of
classroom discourse and how school subjects are talked into being during lessons. The analysis
shows how CLIL classroom interaction is strongly shaped by its institutional context, which in turn
conditions the ways in which students experience, use and learn the target language. The research
presented here suggests that CLIL programmes require more explicit language learning goals in
order to fully exploit their potential for furthering the learners’ appropriation of a foreign language
as a medium of learning.

academic language functions examples: Language Across the Curriculum & CLIL in
English as an Additional Language (EAL) Contexts Angel M.Y. Lin, 2016-09-15 This book will be
of interest to a broad readership, regardless of whether they have a background in sociolinguistics,
functional linguistics or genre theories. It presents an accessible “meta-language” (i.e. a language
for talking about language) that is workable and usable for teachers and researchers from both
language and content backgrounds, thus facilitating collaboration across content and language
subject panels. Chapters 1 to 3 lay the theoretical foundation of this common meta-language by
critically reviewing, systematically presenting and integrating key theoretical resources for teachers
and researchers in this field. In turn, Chapters 4 to 7 focus on issues in pedagogy and assessment,
and on school-based approaches to LAC and CLIL, drawing on both research studies and the
experiences of front-line teachers and school administrators. Chapter 8 provides a critical and



reflexive angle on the field by asking difficult questions regarding how LAC and CLIL are often
situated in contexts characterized by inequality of access to the linguistic and cultural capitals,
where the local languages of the students are usually neglected or viewed unfavourably in relation
to the L2 in mainstream society, and where teachers are usually positioned as recipients of
knowledge rather than makers of knowledge. In closing, Chapter 9 reviews the state of the art in the
field and proposes directions for future inquiry.

academic language functions examples: African Perspectives on the Teaching and
Learning of English in Higher Education Alexandra Esimaje, Bertus van Rooy, 'Demola Jolayemi,
Daniel Nkemleke, Ernest Klu, 2023-05-23 This book brings together the work of African scholars and
educators directly involved in initiatives to improve the teaching and learning of English in higher
education across Africa. Offering alternative perspectives across different African countries with
examples of decolonised practice in research, the book provides a critical discussion and examples
of successful practice in the teaching of English in Africa. Each chapter of the book reports on a
specific context and a specific teaching and/or learning initiative in higher education, with emphasis
on comparability of information and on clear evaluation and critical analysis of the intervention. The
editors offer a thoughtful comparison of different methods, strategies and results to provide an
authoritative reference to effective strategies for English teaching and learning. The book paints a
cohesive picture of the field of English language teaching in Africa and will be of great interest to
researchers, scholars and postgraduate students in the areas of applied linguistics, English teaching
and comparative education.

academic language functions examples: A Practical Guide for edTPA Implementation
Lisa Barron, 2019-09-01 edTPA is the most widely-used performance assessment for pre-service
teachers in the United States, and a requirement in many states for teaching licensure. Through
edTPA, teacher candidates demonstrate their effectiveness in different aspects of teaching, including
planning, instruction, assessment, analysis of teaching, and use of academic language. This book is a
practical guide for anyone involved in edTPA implementation. The chapters are written by
experienced teacher educators who are leading successful edTPA programs in their own
universities, who are in the field, and involved in the work. They represent diverse teacher
preparation programs, each with their own strengths and challenges. This book addresses the
challenges of edTPA, while providing practical strategies for educative and thoughtful
implementation. Organized into four sections, each section explores a different aspect of edTPA
implementation, and provides guidance for leading faculty and teacher candidates through edTPA.

academic language functions examples: Supporting Multilingual Learners’ Academic
Language Development Luciana C. de Oliveira, 2023-04-13 A practical and comprehensive
resource, Supporting Multilingual Learners’ Academic Language Development: A Language-Based
Approach to Content Instruction introduces an accessible language-based approach to teaching
academic language to multilingual learners across the content areas. Luciana C. de Oliveira provides
elementary school teachers with everything they need to know to successfully teach grade-level
content to multilingual learners. Chapters are organized by subject, addressing the specific
language demands of teaching English language arts, social studies, mathematics, and science. Each
chapter features examples of implementation in grades K-5, practical strategies, and a wealth of
tables, figures, and other resources. The Language-Based Approach to Content Instruction (LACI) in
this book provides teachers with a ready-to-use framework of six scaffolding elements that serves as
a guide to enable multilingual learners to meet the grade-level standard of their peers without
simplification. Aligned with WIDA and CCSS standards, this resource provides the tools and methods
teachers need to support multilingual learners’ academic language development in the content area
classroom.

academic language functions examples: Testing Academic Language Proficiency Marco
Mezzadri, 2018-01-23 This book focuses on the development of the process of teaching and
assessing foreign language competence for study purposes in a pluricultural and plurilingual
context. It addresses not only the individual who is learning the language for academic purposes



(LAP), but also other stakeholders, like teachers, schools and universities, and external boards, such
as examination boards for language testing. The book highlights an ongoing research project at the
University of Parma, Italy, aimed at developing teaching programs and evaluative tools for language
for academic purposes. Starting from a reflection upon the nature of language for study purposes
stemming from the tradition of English for Academic Purposes, it describes the model of an LAP test
implemented in Italian secondary schools and universities, and shows the findings concerning the
performance in the test of both students whose mother tongue is Indo-European and those who
speak non-Indo-European languages.

academic language functions examples: Academic Language/Literacy Strategies for
Adolescents Debra L. Cook Hirai, Irene Borrego, Emilio Garza, Carl T. Kloock, 2013-02-01
Fast-paced, practical, and innovative, this text for pre-service and in-service teachers features clear,
easily accessible lessons and professional development activities to improve the delivery of academic
language/literacy education across the content areas in junior/middle school and high school
classrooms. Numerous hands-on tools and techniques demonstrate the effectiveness of content-area
instruction for students in a wide variety of school settings, particularly English language learners,
struggling readers, and other special populations of students. Based on a strong professional
development model the authors have been instrumental in designing, Academic Language/Literacy
Strategies for Adolescents addresses: motivation attributes of academic language vocabulary: theory
and practice reading skills development grammar and writing. A wealth of charts, graphs, and
lesson plans give clear examples of academic language/literacy strategies in action. The appendices
- a key component of the practical applications developed in the text - include a glossary, exemplary
lessons that address key content areas, and a Grammar Handbook. In this era of increased
accountability, coupled with rapid demographic change and challenges to traditional curricula and
pedagogical methods, educators will find this book to be a great resource.

academic language functions examples: The Oxford Handbook of Deaf Studies in Literacy
Susan R. Easterbrooks, Hannah M. Dostal, 2020 The Oxford Handbook on Deaf Studies Series began
in 2010 with it first volume. The series presents state-of-the art information across an array of topics
pertinent to deaf individuals and deaf learners, such as cognition, neuroscience, attention, memory,
learning, and language. The present handbook, The Oxford Handbook on Deaf Studies in Literacy, is
the 5th in this series, rounding out the topics with the most up-to-date information on literacy
learning among deaf and hard of hearing learners (DHH)--

academic language functions examples: English Language Learners in the Mathematics
Classroom Debra Coggins, 2007-02-12 Offering strategies, guidelines, and classroom vignettes,
English Language Learners in the Mathematics Classroom demonstrates how to adjust mathematics
instruction to make the learning less language-dependent while fostering language development.
With straightforward terms and examples, this text helps teachers develop specialized
understanding and knowledge of strategies for supporting a high level of mathematics learning
along with language acquisition for ELLs. The authors show how to use conversational, everyday
language to bridge the development of mathematical concepts and offer links to accompanying
academic vocabulary. --From publisher's description.

academic language functions examples: The language dimension in all subjects Jean-Claude
Beacco, Mike Fleming, Francis Goullier, Eike Thurmann, Helmut Vollmer, Joseph Sheils, 2016-10-24
Mastering the language of schooling is essential for learners to develop the skills necessary for
school success and for critical thinking. It is fundamental for participation in democratic societies,
and for social inclusion and cohesion. This handbook is a policy and working document which
promotes convergence and coherence between the linguistic dimensions of various school subjects.
It proposes measures to make explicit - in curricula, pedagogic material and teacher training - the
specific linguistic norms and competences which learners must master in each school subject. It also
presents the learning modalities that should allow all learners, and in particular the most vulnerable
among them, to benefit from diversified language-learning situations in order to develop their
cognitive and linguistic capacities.



academic language functions examples: Improving Education for English Learners,
2010

academic language functions examples: Academic Language & Academic Vocabulary Eli R.
Johnson, 2012 Academic Language & Academc Vocabulary is the perfect book for any teacher,
instructional coach, or school administrator who is striving to improve instruction. It contains the
general academic language and the domain specific language essential to implementing the
Common Core Standards. The book provides strategies that will definitely enhance response to
intervention (RTI) and content area instruction. These strategies give students the skills they need to
overcome the challenges they face in school. The book contains academic language lists (the mortar)
and four content area academic vocabulary lists (the bricks) to help ELL, struggling readers, and any
student who wants to succeed academically and prepare for college. The word lists alone are worth
their weight in gold for students who lack the essential academic language and academic vocabulary
to succeed in school. Learn the strategies and key words that will unlock learning for all of your
students.

academic language functions examples: Teaching and Supporting English Learners: A Guide
to Welcoming and Engaging Newcomers ebook Eugenia Mora-Flores, Stephanie Dewing, 2022-12-16

academic language functions examples: Academic Language in Diverse Classrooms:
English Language Arts, Grades 6-8 Margo Gottlieb, Gisela Ernst-Slavit, 2013-09-23 Make every
student fluent in the language of learning. Language has always been the center of English
Language Arts, but with most states adopting CCSS, the focus on language and literacy across the
content areas is required. Today it’s more essential than ever that English language learners and
proficient English learners have the supports to access and achieve the language of school. The
Common Core and ELD standards provide pathways to academic success through academic
language. Using an integrated Curricular Framework, districts, schools and professional learning
communities can: Design and implement thematic units for learning Draw from content and
language standards to set targets for all students Examine standards-centered materials for
academic language Collaborate in planning instruction and assessment within and across lessons
Consider linguistic and cultural resources of the students Create differentiated content and
language objectives Delve deeply into instructional strategies involving academic language Reflect
on teaching and learning With dynamic classrooms and units of learning, this book gives you a
streamlined path for designing and implementing curriculum that leads to student mastery of
academic language—the key to school success. These volumes are packed with practical ideas that
will help all teachers attend to language within their classrooms from the discourse level to
word/phrase levels. This is a road map for teaching Common Core content in language rich
classrooms, and hence a resource every teacher needs within arm’s reach! It’s all here and clearly
presented; this is pure gold for everyone who teaches students to speak, listen, read and write in
school, with special attention to English language learners. —Tim Boals, Executive Director of WIDA

academic language functions examples: Language Power Margo Gottlieb, Mariana Castro,
2017-02-17 Because explicit language instruction serves ALL students Here, at last, is every K-8
teacher’s playbook on the critical role academic language plays in content learning and student
achievement. What exactly is so different? Margo Gottlieb and Mariana Castro distill the
complexities of language learning into four key uses through which students can probe the interplay
between language and content, and demonstrate their knowledge and understanding. It’s as
straight-forward as that. Best of all, Language Power is jam-packed with hands-on, replicable
resources to help you seamlessly integrate academic language into your daily routines: targeted
examples, activities, and templates. Along the way, you’ll learn how to Identify, plan, assess, and
implement academic language instruction using the Discuss, Argue, Recount, and Explain
conceptual tool Utilize language within and across domains and content areas Apply the inquiry
cycle to the theme of academic language use Expand stakeholders to include students other families
No matter who your students are, no matter which discipline you teach, the research reads the
same: school achievement depends upon effective communication. Read Language Power,



implement its resources, and soon see for yourself what a powerful tool language is in realizing this
goal. This thought-provoking and very practical book will be welcomed by all educators who are
striving to provide a more equitable curriculum for students. As Gottlieb and Castro suggest, this
endeavor requires classroom teachers to think critically about the language they use with students,
and develop the knowledge and skills to provide students with explicit and well-planned support for
the development of academic language. Language Power will assist educators to make these
endeavors a reality. Pauline Gibbons, Author of Scaffolding Language, Scaffolding Learning, Second
Edition

academic language functions examples: Understanding the World Language edTPA Susan A.
Hildebrandt, Peter B. Swanson, 2016-07-01 In Understanding the World Language edTPA:
Research?Based Policy and Practice, two researchers in the forefront of world language edTPA
discuss the new beginning teacher portfolio, including its required elements, federal and state
policies concerning teacher evaluation, and research from their own programs. Higher education
faculty members and language teacher preparation program coordinators who would like to better
understand edTPA requirements and gain suggestions for necessary programmatic changes will find
this book of interest. The book is composed of eight chapters. The authors begin by describing
edTPA and how it became a national trend to assess beginning teacher ability. In Chapter 2, the
authors present ideas about curricular changes that may need to occur in traditional world language
teacher education programs, as well as suggestions to assist teacher candidates as they begin to
develop their portfolios. Afterward, the authors discuss the context for learning (Chapter 3) and they
begin with assessment, moving to planning, and then to instruction (Chapters 4, 5, 6). In each
chapter, the authors discuss the work sample that teacher candidates must create, an analysis of a
high?scoring portfolio, and steps to stimulate teacher candidates’ professional thinking. In Chapter
7, the authors present activities for the methods classroom. In the final chapter, the authors provide
a critical analysis of edTPA, in general, and the world language edTPA, in particular. Understanding
the World Language edTPA: Research?Based Policy and Practice provides readers with a
much?needed guide to inducting teacher candidates into the new portfolio requirements, while
helping higher education faculty make appropriate curricular changes to accommodate edTPA.

academic language functions examples: The Role of Language in Content Pedagogy Lay
Hoon Seah, Rita Elaine Silver, Mark Charles Baildon, 2022-11-01 This book explores the importance
of language in content learning. It focuses on teachers’ roles, knowledge and understanding of
language in school contexts (including academic language and disciplinary languages) to support
students. It examines teachers' language-related knowledge base for content teaching, which
include teachers' knowledge of and about language, knowledge of (their) students and their
pedagogical knowledge. This book also explores how teachers’ knowledge of language, students and
content are linked as part of a larger pedagogical content knowledge, which includes knowledge of
the role of language in content learning. As well, it further considers literacy (and literacies) as part
of this examination of teachers’ knowledge of language.

academic language functions examples: The Literacy Gaps Ivannia Soto-Hinman, June
Hetzel, 2009-08-11 The book makes a contribution to the education of English language learners. It
provides practical instructional suggestions for teachers of both ELLs and SELs that are informed by
a deep understanding of theories of second language and second dialect acquisition and the
development of reading and writing proficiencies. —Guadalupe Valdés, Professor of Education
Stanford University The concepts of gaps and bridges are clearly articulated up front and provide a
well-structured theme that unites the various parts of the text. The use of this structure provides a
logical and coherent mechanism for providing a complete picture of the problem—the literacy gap
between ELs and native speakers—and a means for addressing this problem. —Kristina Anstrom,
Senior Research Scientist The George Washington University Center for Equity and Excellence in
Education Build bridges of support so English language learners can learn alongside their peers!
English language learners (ELLs) and standard English learners (SELs) face multiple gaps as they
strive to achieve, so educators need to take a holistic, comprehensive approach to bridge those gaps




and meet the needs of ELLs and SELs in the classroom. Based on an original, well-researched
framework, this much-needed resource provides practical strategies for supporting learning and
success for ELLs. The authors provide strategies, examples, and classroom tools to address: The gap
between students and texts: covering word recognition, background knowledge, comprehension, and
academic language development The gap between students and teachers: including socio-cultural
differences between teachers and students, and teacher perceptions and expectations The gap
between students and their peers: discussing language proficiency differences, grouping strategies,
and grade-level and schoolwide programs The Literacy Gaps helps educators give ELLs the skills
they need to close the most important gap of all: the achievement gap.

academic language functions examples: Scaffolding Language Development in
Immersion and Dual Language Classrooms Diane J. Tedick, Roy Lyster, 2019-11-28 This book
introduces research-based pedagogical practices for supporting and enhancing language
development and use in school-based immersion and dual language programs in which a second,
foreign, heritage, or indigenous language is used as the medium of subject-matter instruction. Using
counterbalanced instruction as the volume’s pedagogical framework, the authors map out the
specific pedagogical skill set and knowledge base that teachers in immersion and dual language
classrooms need so their students can engage with content taught through an additional language
while continuing to improve their proficiency in that language. To illustrate key concepts and
effective practices, the authors draw on classroom-based research and include teacher-created
examples of classroom application. The following topics are covered in detail: defining
characteristics of immersion and dual language programs and features of well-implemented
programs strategies to promote language and content integration in curricular planning as well as
classroom instruction and performance assessment an instructional model to counterbalance
form-focused and content-based instruction scaffolding strategies that support students’
comprehension and production while ensuring continued language development an approach to
creating cross-linguistic connections through biliteracy instruction a self-assessment tool for
teachers to reflect on their pedagogical growth Also applicable to content and language integrated
learning and other forms of content-based language teaching, this comprehensive volume includes
graphics to facilitate navigation and provides Resources for Readers and Application Activities at the
end of each chapter. The book will be a key resource for preservice and in-service teachers,
administrators, and teacher educators.

academic language functions examples: Teaching Language and Content in
Multicultural and Multilingual Classrooms Maria Luisa Carrié-Pastor, Begona Bellés Fortuio,
2020-12-18 This edited book explores critical issues relating to Content and Language Integrated
Learning (CLIL) and English as a Medium of Instruction (EMI), setting out their similarities and
differences to demystify the terms and their implications for classroom practice. The authors show
how CLIL and EMI practices are carried out in different institutional contexts and demonstrate how
both approaches can benefit language and content acquisition. This book is addressed to
second/foreign language teaching staff involved in teaching in English at primary education,
secondary education, and higher education levels.

academic language functions examples: The Academic Language of College-bound At-risk
Secondary Students Edward L. Wright, 1997

academic language functions examples: Assessing English Language Learners: Bridges
to Educational Equity Margo Gottlieb, 2016-03-03 Build the bridges for English language learners
to reach success! This thoroughly updated edition of Gottlieb’s classic delivers a complete set of
tools, techniques, and ideas for planning and implementing instructional assessment of ELLs. The
book includes: A focus on academic language use in every discipline, from mathematics to social
studies, within and across language domains Emphasis on linguistically and culturally responsive
assessment as a key driver for measuring academic achievement A reconceptualization of
assessment “as,” “for,” and “of” learning Reflection questions to stimulate discussion around how
students, teachers, and administrators can all have a voice in decision making



academic language functions examples: Teaching English Language Learners Shelley Hong
Xu, 2010-01-15 Grounded in research and practical expertise, this volume helps K-6 teachers
skillfully support all of their English language learners (ELLs)—from a single student to an entire
classroom. Ideas for teaching ELLs across different grade and proficiency levels include ways to link
instruction to students’ lived experiences, use a variety of motivating print and electronic texts and
materials, engage families, and conduct effective assessments. Chapters are packed with tools and
activities for promoting ELLs’ development in oral language, phonics, fluency, vocabulary,
comprehension, writing, and grammar. Handy reproducibles and “Voice from the Classroom”
teacher vignettes enhance the utility of the book.

academic language functions examples: Language Diversity, School Learning, and
Closing Achievement Gaps National Research Council, Division of Behavioral and Social Sciences
and Education, Center for Education, Committee on the Role of Language in School Learning:
Implications for Closing the Achievement Gap, 2010-08-26 The Workshop on the Role of Language in
School Learning: Implications for Closing the Achievement Gap was held to explore three questions:
What is known about the conditions that affect language development? What are the effects of early
language development on school achievement? What instructional approaches help students meet
school demands for language and reading comprehension? Of particular interest was the degree to
which group differences in school achievement might be attributed to language differences, and
whether language-related instruction might help to close gaps in achievement by helping students
cope with language-intensive subject matter especially after the 3rd grade. The workshop provided a
forum for researchers and practitioners to review and discuss relevant research findings from varied
perspectives. The disciplines and professions represented included: language development, child
development, cognitive psychology, linguistics, reading, educationally disadvantaged student
populations, literacy in content areas (math, science, social studies), and teacher education. The aim
of the meeting was not to reach consensus or provide recommendations, but rather to offer expert
insight into the issues that surround the study of language, academic learning, and achievement
gaps, and to gather varied viewpoints on what available research findings might imply for future
research and practice. This book summarizes and synthesizes two days of workshop presentations
and discussion.
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