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Abstract: This article explores the multifaceted concept of academic freedom
in higher education, examining its historical development, core principles,
various methodologies used to protect and promote it, and the contemporary
challenges it faces. We will delve into different approaches to safeguarding
academic freedom, including legal frameworks, institutional policies, and
self-regulatory mechanisms within the academic community. Finally, we will
consider the ongoing debate surrounding the scope and limitations of academic
freedom in the context of evolving societal values and technological
advancements.

1. The Historical Evolution of Academic Freedom in
Higher Education

The concept of academic freedom in higher education didn’t emerge fully
formed. Its development is intertwined with the evolution of universities
themselves. Medieval universities enjoyed a degree of autonomy, but the
modern understanding of academic freedom, emphasizing the freedom of inquiry,
teaching, and expression, solidified largely in the 19th and 20th centuries.
Early proponents championed the freedom of scholars to pursue knowledge
without external coercion or censorship. Landmark statements, like the 1940
statement of principles on academic freedom and tenure by the American
Association of University Professors (AAUP), codified these principles,
establishing a framework that influenced academic institutions globally.
However, the practical application of these principles has always been
nuanced, subject to interpretation and ongoing debate. The historical context
is crucial in understanding the current challenges facing academic freedom in
higher education.



2. Core Principles of Academic Freedom in Higher
Education

Academic freedom isn't merely the absence of restrictions; it's a positive
right, encompassing several key principles:

Freedom of Inquiry: Scholars should be free to pursue research in any area,
regardless of potential political, social, or economic consequences, provided
it is conducted ethically and responsibly. This involves choosing research
topics, methodologies, and interpretations freely.

Freedom of Teaching: Educators should have the autonomy to determine their
teaching methods and curriculum within the framework of their institution's
mission and academic standards. This includes the freedom to express their
views and perspectives, even if controversial, provided they are presented in
a scholarly and responsible manner.

Freedom of Expression: Academic freedom extends to the expression of
scholarly findings and opinions, both within the academic community and to
the broader public. This covers publications, presentations, and public
discourse.

Institutional Autonomy: Universities should have the autonomy to govern
themselves, make academic decisions, and set their own policies, free from
undue external influence or interference from government or other bodies.
This is crucial for fostering a climate of academic freedom.

3. Methodologies for Protecting and Promoting
Academic Freedom in Higher Education

Protecting academic freedom necessitates a multi-pronged approach:

Legal Frameworks: Many countries have laws or constitutional provisions that
protect academic freedom, though the specific provisions and their
enforcement vary widely.

Institutional Policies: Universities should have clear and comprehensive
policies on academic freedom that are widely disseminated and understood by
faculty, students, and administrators. These policies should outline
procedures for addressing alleged violations of academic freedom.

Self-Regulatory Mechanisms: Professional organizations, such as the AAUP,
play a crucial role in upholding academic freedom by providing guidelines,
investigating alleged violations, and advocating for its protection.

Faculty Governance: Faculty participation in shared governance structures,
including departmental and university-wide committees, is essential for
ensuring that academic freedom is respected and protected.

Education and Awareness: Ongoing education and awareness campaigns within

universities are crucial for fostering a culture that values and protects
academic freedom.

4. Contemporary Challenges to Academic Freedom in



Higher Education

Despite the established principles and protective mechanisms, academic
freedom faces ongoing challenges:

Political Pressure: Increasing political polarization and the intrusion of
political agendas into universities pose a significant threat to academic
freedom.

Funding Constraints: Competition for research funding can lead to self-
censorship as researchers prioritize projects perceived as more likely to
receive funding.

Technological Advancements: The rise of social media and online platforms
presents new challenges to the protection of academic freedom, including the
spread of misinformation and online harassment.

Diversity and Inclusion: Balancing academic freedom with the need to create
inclusive and respectful learning environments requires careful consideration
and nuanced policies.

Concerns about Research Integrity: Maintaining research integrity is
paramount, and breaches of ethical conduct can lead to challenges to academic
freedom in investigations and sanctions.

5. Balancing Academic Freedom with Other Values

Academic freedom is not absolute. It must be balanced with other important
values, such as:

Respect for Persons: Academic freedom does not extend to hate speech,
harassment, or discrimination.

Responsibility to Students: While faculty have the freedom to express their
views, they also have a responsibility to present information accurately and
avoid misleading or misinforming students.

Protection of Intellectual Property: Academic freedom doesn't negate the need
to protect intellectual property rights.

Conclusion

Academic freedom in higher education is essential for the advancement of
knowledge, the cultivation of critical thinking, and the free exchange of
ideas. Protecting and promoting academic freedom requires a continuous and
multifaceted effort, involving legal frameworks, institutional policies,
self-regulatory mechanisms, and a commitment from all members of the academic
community. The challenges facing academic freedom today demand thoughtful
consideration, open dialogue, and a resolute commitment to upholding the
principles that underpin a vibrant and intellectually thriving higher
education sector. Ongoing vigilance and adaptation to evolving societal
contexts are crucial to safeguarding this fundamental right for future
generations of scholars.

FAQs:



What is the difference between academic freedom and freedom of speech?
While related, academic freedom is specifically concerned with the
freedom of inquiry, teaching, and expression within the context of
higher education, while freedom of speech is a broader constitutional
right applicable to all citizens.

Does academic freedom protect controversial opinions? Yes, academic
freedom protects the expression of controversial opinions, provided they
are presented in a scholarly and responsible manner and do not violate
other ethical or legal standards.

What happens if a professor violates academic freedom policies?
Procedures vary by institution, but generally involve investigation,
potential disciplinary actions, and possibly appeals processes.

How can students contribute to protecting academic freedom? Students can
support faculty who face challenges to their academic freedom by
advocating for their rights and participating in discussions about
academic freedom on campus.

How does tenure relate to academic freedom? Tenure provides job
security, allowing faculty to pursue their research and teaching without
fear of dismissal for expressing unpopular views.

Can universities restrict academic freedom? Universities can impose
reasonable restrictions on academic freedom, but these must be narrowly
tailored and justified.

What role does the AAUP play in protecting academic freedom? The AAUP
investigates alleged violations, provides guidelines and resources, and
advocates for policies that protect academic freedom.

How does international law affect academic freedom? International human
rights instruments often include provisions related to freedom of
expression and academic freedom, influencing national laws and policies.

What are the implications of declining academic freedom for society?



Diminished academic freedom can stifle innovation, limit critical
thinking, and hinder the pursuit of knowledge, ultimately harming
society's progress.
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academic freedom in higher education: Academic Freedom After September 11 Beshara

Doumani, 2006 Essays on the challenges to academic freedom posed by post-9/11 political
interventions and the growing commercialization of knowledge. Are the attacks on academic
freedom after 9/11 a passing storm, or do they represent a structural shift that undermines one of
the pillars of democratic societies? This book brings together some of this nation's leading scholars
to analyze the challenges to academic freedom posed by post-9/11 political interventions and the
market-driven commercialization of knowledge, examining these issues in light of the major
transformations in the system of higher education since the Second World War, including conflicting
interpretations of what constitutes academic freedom. Following an analysis of the historical
significance of the post-9/11 threats to academic freedom, three strongly argued and not easily
reconcilable essays by Robert Post, Judith Butler, and Philippa Strum discuss what visions of
academic freedom can be defended and the best strategies for doing so. Three case
studies--Kathleen J. Frydl on the loyalty-oath and free-speech controversies at the University of
California, Amy Newhall on the tortured relationship between universities and the government as
seen in language acquisition programs, and Joel Beinin on the policing of thought in the academy in
relation to the Middle East--deepen our understanding of what is at stake. In clear and powerful
prose, these essays provide a solid platform for informed classroom and public discussions on the
philosophical foundations, institutional practices, and political dimensions of academic freedom on
the threshold of the twenty-first century.

academic freedom in higher education: Understanding Academic Freedom Henry Reichman,
2021-10-05 This book offers the first comprehensive introduction to academic freedom, surveying its
history and application to research, teaching, and public expression, as well as its treatment in the
legal arena and its applicability to students--

academic freedom in higher education: Academic freedom Michael Ignatieff, Stefan Roch,
2018-01-15 Academic freedom-the institutional autonomy of scientific, research and teaching
institutions, and the freedom of individual scholars and researchers to pursue controversial research
and publish controversial opinions-is a cornerstone of any free society. Today this freedom is under
attack from the state in many parts of the world but it is also under question from within academe.
Bitter disputes have erupted about whether liberal academic freedoms have degenerated into a form
of coercive political correctness. Populist currents of political opinion are questioning the price a
society pays for the freedom of its “experts' and professors. This volume summarizes the highlights
of the discussions of international experts and political figures who examined the state of academic
freedom world-wide at a gathering in the summer of 2017. Topics range widely, from the closing of
universities in Turkey and the narrowing space for academic freedom in Hungary, China and Russia,
to the controversies about free speech roiling American campuses. The book contains thoughtful
historical analysis of the origins of the ideal of academic freedom; eloquent testimony from the front
lines of the battle to defend the academy as a free space for controversial thought; as well as
analysis of how university autonomy and self-government are endangered by hostile political forces
around the world.

academic freedom in higher education: Academic Freedom Under Siege Zhidong Hao,
Peter Zabielskis, 2020-11-02 This book argues that academic freedom in higher education in East
Asia, the U.S. and Australia is under stress. Academic freedom means freedom to teach, research,



and serve in multiple political and social roles based on professional principles. It is closely linked to
shared governance, in which academics participate in and influence decision making in core
academic concerns such as choosing new faculty, faculty promotion, tenure decisions and the
approval of new academic programs. In different countries and regions, the duress confronting
academic freedom may come from different directions, and the ability of faculty to share power can
vary greatly. In authoritarian mainland China, it is mostly political and ideological controls that
greatly affect academic freedom, and shared governance is very much limited. In semi-democracies
like Hong Kong and Macau and democracies like Taiwan, Japan, South Korea, the U.S. and Australia,
corporatization and commercialization have had great impact on both academic freedom and shared
governance. The result is that the roles professors play within academia are continually being
diminished and the academic profession is struggling to maintain its ground. Similar developments
are also occurring in Europe. These developments should cause great concern to educators,
researchers and policymakers everywhere. The authors collected here present attempts to learn
from current practice in order to move policy into directions that will help protect higher education
as a common good. This book highlights the importance of academic freedom and provides insights
into the ways it is being infringed both by commercialization and corporatization on the one hand
and political repression on the other. It vividly illustrates detailed case studies and empirical data
that make it a compelling read.- Professor Ruth Hayhoe, University of Toronto, Canada Academic
freedom is as important today as at any time in the last century. The authors point out the
challenges that academic freedom faces on a global scale. The import of the book is in its
comparative perspective steeped in data and analysis. Thoughtful. Cogent. Compelling. - Professor
William G. Tierney and Professor Wilbur-Kieffer, University of Southern California, United States

academic freedom in higher education: Academic Freedom, Institutional Autonomy and the
Future of Democracy COUNCIL OF EUROPE., 2020-09-19 Academic freedom and institutional
autonomy are essential for universities to produce the research and teaching necessary to improve
society and the human condition. Academic freedom and institutional autonomy are increasingly
important components of the development of democracy. At the same time, these fundamental
democratic values are subject to pressure in many countries. The relationship between academic
freedom, institutional autonomy and democracy is fundamental: it is barely conceivable that they
could exist in a society not based on democratic principles, and democracy is enriched when higher
education institutions operate on this basis. Higher education institutions need to be imbued with
democratic culture and that, in turn, helps to promote democratic values in the wider society. None
of these issues are simple and the lines between legitimacy and illegitimacy are sometimes hard to
discern, as is illustrated by perspectives from Europe, North America, Asia, Australia and the
Mediterranean region.

academic freedom in higher education: The Future of Academic Freedom Henry
Reichman, 2019-04-02 Few issues are as hotly debated or misunderstood as academic freedom.
Reichman's book sheds light on and brings clarity to those debates. Winner of the Eli M. Oboler
Memorial Award by the American Library Association Academic freedom—crucial to the health of
American higher education—is threatened on many fronts. In The Future of Academic Freedom, a
leading scholar equips us to defend academic freedom by illuminating its meaning, the challenges it
faces, and its relation to freedom of expression. In the wake of the 2016 election, challenges to
academic freedom have intensified, higher education has become a target of attacks by
conservatives, and issues of free speech on campus have grown increasingly controversial. In this
book, Henry Reichman cuts through much of the rhetoric to issue a clarion call on behalf of
academic freedom as it has been defined and defended by the American Association of University
Professors (AAUP) for over a hundred years. Along the way, he makes it clear that this is the issue of
our day. Over the course of ten audacious essays, Reichman explores the theory, history, and
contemporary practice of academic freedom. He pays attention to such varied concerns as the
meddling of politicians and corporate trustees in curriculum and university governance, the role of
online education, the impact of social media, the rights of student protesters and outside speakers,



the relationship between collective bargaining and academic freedom, and the influence on research
and teaching of ideologically motivated donors. Significantly, he debunks myths about the strength
of the alleged opposition to free expression posed by student activism and shows that the expressive
rights of students must be defended as part of academic freedom. Based on broad reading in such
diverse fields as educational theory, law, history, and political science, as well as on the AAUP's own
investigative reporting, The Future of Academic Freedom combines theoretical sweep with the
practical experience of its author, a leader and activist in the AAUP who is an expert on campus free
speech. The issues Reichman considers—which are the subjects of daily conversation on college and
university campuses nationwide as well as in the media—will fascinate general readers, students,
and scholars alike.

academic freedom in higher education: Teaching and Learning Practices for Academic
Freedom Enakshi Sengupta, Patrick Blessinger, 2020-11-23 Although academic freedom in teaching
and learning methods is crucial to a nation’s growth, the concept comes with numerous misnomers
and is subjected to much academic debate and doubt. This volume maps out how truth and
intellectual integrity remain the fundamental principle on which the foundation of a university
should be laid.

academic freedom in higher education: Academic Freedom in an Age of Conformity Joanna
Williams, 2016-01-05 Academic freedom is increasingly being threatened by a stifling culture of
conformity in higher education that is restricting individual academics, the freedom of academic
thought and the progress of knowledge - the very foundations upon which academia and universities
are built. Once, scholars demanded academic freedom to critique existing knowledge and to pursue
new truths. Today, while fondness for the rhetoric of academic freedom remains, it is increasingly
criticised as an outdated and elitist concept by students and lecturers alike and called into question
by a number of political and intellectual trends such as feminism, critical theory and identity politics.
This provocative and compelling book traces the demise of academic freedom within the context of
changing ideas about the purpose of the university and the nature of knowledge. The book argues
that a challenge to this culture of conformity and censorship and a defence of academic free speech
are needed for critique to be possible and for the intellectual project of evaluating existing
knowledge and proposing new knowledge to be meaningful. This book is that challenge and a
passionate call to arms for the power of academic thought today.

academic freedom in higher education: No University Is an Island Cary Nelson, 2011-10 This
text offers a comprehensive account of the social, political, and cultural forces undermining
academic freedom. At once witty and devastating, it confronts these threats with frankness, then
offers a prescription for higher education's renewal.

academic freedom in higher education: Civility, Free Speech, and Academic Freedom in
Higher Education Reshmi Dutt-Ballerstadt, Kakali Bhattacharya, 2021-05-16 Civility, Free Speech,
and Academic Freedom in Higher Education: Faculty on the Margins represents a multidisciplinary
approach, deploying different theoretical, methodological, sociological, political, and creative
perspectives to articulate the stakes of civility for marginalized faculty within the landscape of
higher education. How has the discourse on civility and free speech within academia become a
systemic and oppressive form of silencing, suppressing, or eradicating marginal voices? What are
some overt and covert ways in which institutions are using the logic of civility to control faculty
uprising against the increasingly corporate-controlled landscape of higher education? This collection
of essays examines the continuum between the post-9/11 and the post-Trump era backlashes. It
details the organized retaliations against those in academia whose views and scholarships articulate
their discontents against the U.S.-led War on Terror. It contests the rise of White supremacy,
Trump’s Muslim ban, anti-immigrant and racist government policies and rhetoric, and those who
support the Boycott and Divestment Sanctions movements within the corporatized universities. All of
these new and original essays shed light and further the debate on the various modes of civility that
have become politicized within the U.S. academy. It will have a broad appeal to a cross section of
national and international academics, activist scholars, social justice educators and researchers in



the field of higher education.

academic freedom in higher education: Freedom to Learn Bruce Macfarlane, 2016-08-12
The freedom of students to learn at university is being eroded by a performative culture that fails to
respect their rights to engage and develop as autonomous adults. Instead, students are being
restricted in how they learn, when they learn and what they learn by the so-called student
engagement movement. Compulsory attendance registers, class contribution grading, group project
work and reflective learning exercises based on expectations of self-disclosure and confession take
little account of the rights of students or individual differences between them. This new hidden
university curriculum is intolerant of students who may prefer to learn informally, are reticent, shy,
or simply value their privacy. Three forms of student performativity have arisen - bodily,
participative and emotional - which threaten the freedom to learn. Key themes include: A
re-imagining of student academic freedom The democratic student experience Challenging
assumptions of the student engagement movement An examination of university policies and
practices Freedom to Learn offers a radically new perspective on academic freedom from a student
rights standpoint. It analyzes the effects of performative expectations on students drawing on the
distinction between negative and positive rights to re-frame student academic freedom. It argues
that students need to be thought of as scholars with rights and that the phrase ‘student-centred’
learning needs to be reclaimed to reflect its original intention to allow students to develop as
persons. Student rights - to non-indoctrination, reticence, in choosing how to learn, and in being
treated like an adult - ought to be central to this process in fostering a democratic rather
authoritarian culture of learning and teaching at university. Written for an international readership,
this book will be of great interest to anyone involved in higher education, policy and practice
drawing on a wide range of historical and contemporary literature related to sociology, philosophy
and higher education studies.

academic freedom in higher education: Academic Freedom in Higher Education Maria
Slowey, Richard Taylor, 2024-07-12 This timely book explores the challenges facing universities and
individual scholars through an examination of the history and theory underlying the concept of
academic freedom. Freedom of speech is widely viewed as a central attribute of contemporary
liberal democracies and within limits — differing opinions can be articulated in public without fear of
reprisal. Academic freedom, long regarded as central to the idea of the university is, on the other
hand, a right which must be earned through the acquisition of expert knowledge and the application
of intellectual rigor in teaching and research. Both hard-won freedoms are argued by many to be
under serious threat. The expert contributors to this book, from different global regions, examine
both the importance of academic freedom and the severe threats universities face in this context in
the twenty-first century. With its interdisciplinary perspective and cross-national emphasis, central
issues in this text are illustrated through detailed examination of case studies and consideration of
wider developments in the academy. Adopting a longue duree approach, rather than discussing the
details of fast moving, controversies, the analyses offer insights for an educated public about an
issue of pressing, contemporary significance. This book will be of interest to researchers, policy
makers, staff and students across higher education and to members of the general public, who are
concerned about these important and contested matters.

academic freedom in higher education: Versions of Academic Freedom Stanley Fish,
2014-10-23 Advocates of academic freedom often view it as a variation of the right to free speech
and an essential feature of democracy. Stanley Fish argues here for a narrower conception of
academic freedom, one that does not grant academics a legal status different from other
professionals. Providing a blueprint for the study of academic freedom, Fish breaks down the schools
of thought on the subject, which range from the idea that academic freedom is justified by the
common good or by academic exceptionalism, to its potential for critique or indeed revolution. Fish
himself belongs to what he calls the It s Just a Job school: while academics need the latitude call it
freedom if you like necessary to perform their professional activities, they are not free in any special
sense to do anything but their jobs. Academic freedom, Fish argues, should be justified only by the



specific educational good that academics offer. Defending the university in all its glorious
narrowness as a place of disinterested inquiry, Fish offers a bracing corrective to academic
orthodoxy.

academic freedom in higher education: The Humanities, Higher Education, and
Academic Freedom Michael Bérubé, J. Ruth, 2015-04-30 This book is a lively, passionate defence of
contemporary work in the humanities, and, beyond that, of the university system that makes such
work possible. The book's stark accounts of academic labour, and its proposals for reform of the
tenure system, are novel, controversial, timely, and very necessary.

academic freedom in higher education: Academic freedom, institutional autonomy and
the future of democracy Sjur Bergan, Tony Gallagher, Ira Harkavy, 2020-09-15 Academic freedom
and institutional autonomy are essential for universities to produce the research and teaching
necessary to improve society and the human condition. Academic freedom and institutional
autonomy are increasingly important components of the development of democracy. At the same
time, these fundamental democratic values are subject to pressure in many countries. The
relationship between academic freedom, institutional autonomy and democracy is fundamental: it is
barely conceivable that they could exist in a society not based on democratic principles, and
democracy is enriched when higher education institutions operate on this basis. Higher education
institutions need to be imbued with democratic culture and that, in turn, helps to promote
democratic values in the wider society. None of these issues are simple and the lines between
legitimacy and illegitimacy are sometimes hard to discern, as is illustrated by perspectives from
Europe, North America, Asia, Australia and the Mediterranean region.

academic freedom in higher education: Academic Freedom Conrad Russell, 2002-01-04
The ideal of academic freedom is the cornerstone of higher education. Increasingly however, state
control has encroached upon the universities' traditional freedoms. Conrad Russell, uniquely
experienced and knowledgeable, confronts this controversial clash between university and state. By
examining the rights and conflicting demands of the two, Russell redefines the powers of both. Have
universities the right to run their own affairs? What duties do universities owe to the state? Have
universities the right to public money? What are the limits of the state's power to control academic
freedom? Academic Freedom addresses these questions and more in an informed historical and
philosophical account of the nature of academic freedom.

academic freedom in higher education: Knowledge, Power, and Academic Freedom Joan
Wallach Scott, 2019-01-22 Academic freedom rests on a shared belief that the production of
knowledge advances the common good. In an era of education budget cuts, wealthy donors
intervening in university decisions, and right-wing groups threatening dissenters, scholars cannot
expect that those in power will value their work. Can academic freedom survive in this
environment—and must we rearticulate what academic freedom is in order to defend it? This book
presents a series of essays by the renowned historian Joan Wallach Scott that explore the history
and theory of free inquiry and its value today. Scott considers the contradictions in the concept of
academic freedom. She examines the relationship between state power and higher education; the
differences between the First Amendment right of free speech and the guarantee of academic
freedom; and, in response to recent campus controversies, the politics of civility. The book concludes
with an interview conducted by Bill Moyers in which Scott discusses the personal experiences that
have informed her views. Academic freedom is an aspiration, Scott holds: its implementation always
falls short of its promise, but it is essential as an ideal of ethical practice. Knowledge, Power, and
Academic Freedom is both a nuanced reflection on the tensions within a cherished concept and a
strong defense of the importance of critical scholarship to safeguard democracy against the
anti-intellectualism of figures from Joseph McCarthy to Donald Trump.

academic freedom in higher education: The Future of Academic Freedom Henry Reichman,
2019-04-02 Few issues are as hotly debated or misunderstood as academic freedom. Reichman's
book sheds light on and brings clarity to those debates. Winner of the Eli M. Oboler Memorial Award
by the American Library Association Academic freedom—crucial to the health of American higher



education—is threatened on many fronts. In The Future of Academic Freedom, a leading scholar
equips us to defend academic freedom by illuminating its meaning, the challenges it faces, and its
relation to freedom of expression. In the wake of the 2016 election, challenges to academic freedom
have intensified, higher education has become a target of attacks by conservatives, and issues of
free speech on campus have grown increasingly controversial. In this book, Henry Reichman cuts
through much of the rhetoric to issue a clarion call on behalf of academic freedom as it has been
defined and defended by the American Association of University Professors (AAUP) for over a
hundred years. Along the way, he makes it clear that this is the issue of our day. Over the course of
ten audacious essays, Reichman explores the theory, history, and contemporary practice of academic
freedom. He pays attention to such varied concerns as the meddling of politicians and corporate
trustees in curriculum and university governance, the role of online education, the impact of social
media, the rights of student protesters and outside speakers, the relationship between collective
bargaining and academic freedom, and the influence on research and teaching of ideologically
motivated donors. Significantly, he debunks myths about the strength of the alleged opposition to
free expression posed by student activism and shows that the expressive rights of students must be
defended as part of academic freedom. Based on broad reading in such diverse fields as educational
theory, law, history, and political science, as well as on the AAUP's own investigative reporting, The
Future of Academic Freedom combines theoretical sweep with the practical experience of its author,
a leader and activist in the AAUP who is an expert on campus free speech. The issues Reichman
considers—which are the subjects of daily conversation on college and university campuses
nationwide as well as in the media—will fascinate general readers, students, and scholars alike.

academic freedom in higher education: Academic Freedom in Ethiopia Taye Assefa, 2008
Within this parameter, the main objective of the FSS research project was to identify the regulatory
framework, institutional arrangements and established practices pertaining to governance,
academic freedom and conditions of service of higher-education t

academic freedom in higher education: The Humanities, Higher Education, and
Academic Freedom Michael Bérubé, J. Ruth, 2015-04-30 This book is a lively, passionate defence of
contemporary work in the humanities, and, beyond that, of the university system that makes such
work possible. The book's stark accounts of academic labour, and its proposals for reform of the
tenure system, are novel, controversial, timely, and very necessary.

academic freedom in higher education: For the Common Good Matthew W. Finkin, Robert
C. Post, 2009-04-21 This book offers a concise explanation of the history and meaning of American
academic freedom, and it attempts to intervene in contemporary debates by clarifying the
fundamental functions and purposes of academic freedom in America.--From publisher description.

academic freedom in higher education: End of Academic Freedom William M. Bowen,
Michael Schwartz, Lisa Camp, 2014-03-01 This book is premised upon the assumption that the core
purpose of universities is to create, preserve, transmit, validate, and find new applications for
knowledge. It is written in the perspective of critical university studies, in which university
governance processes should take ideas and discourse about ideas seriously, far more seriously than
they are often taken within many of to day's universities, since doing so is the key to achieving this
purpose. Specifically, we assert that the best way for universities to take ideas seriously, and so to
best achieve their purpose, is to consciously recognize and conserve the entire range of available
ideas. Though the current emphasis upon factors such as student headcounts, increased efficiency
and job creation are undoubtedly important, far more is at stake in universities than only these
factors. From this premise, we deduce insights and arguments about academic freedom, as well as
factors such control and monitoring of the market place of ideas, the structure of information flows
within universities, the role of language in university governance, and relationships between
administrators, faculty members and students. We identify impediments to achieving the core
purpose of universities, including the idea vetting systems of authoritarianism, corporatism,
illiberalism, supernaturalism and political correctness. We elucidate how these impediments inhibit
successful achievement of the core purpose of the university. In response to these impediments we



prescribe relatively autonomous universities characterized by openness, transparency, dissent, and
the maintenance of balance between conflicting perspectives, values, and interests.

academic freedom in higher education: Academic Freedom in the European Context Ivo
De Gennaro, Hannes Hofmeister, Ralf Lufter, 2022-02-12 This book explores the concept of
academic freedom from a European vantage point. Drawing on both philosophical and legal
perspectives, the editors and contributors analyse the concept of academic freedom within the
present institutional setting. Academic freedom has long been considered a natural part of higher
education, but as the world enters the digital age, a renewed understanding of its role and the
threats it must face is required. The authors question the purpose of science without freedom, and
subsequently the purpose of political communities without free science. Although the book uses
European case studies to answer these questions, it undoubtedly has global relevance: what would
be left of the present notion of the ‘global world” were we to conceive of its character without
modern science? This book calls for a critical re-examination of the academic community and its own
understanding of the sources, conditions and aims of scientific practice.

academic freedom in higher education: Handbook on Academic Freedom Richard
Watermeyer, Rille Raaper, Mark Olssen, 2022-11-15 Identifying academic freedom as a major
casualty of rapid and extensive reforms to the governance and practices of academic institutions
worldwide, this timely Handbook considers the meaning of academic freedom, the threats it faces,
the consequences of its loss, and its relation to rights of critical expression, public accountability and
the democratic health of open societies.

academic freedom in higher education: Faculty and Student Research in Practicing
Academic Freedom Enakshi Sengupta, Patrick Blessinger, 2020-10-22 Including case studies from
Turkey, Iraq, Pakistan and Hungary, the authors in this edited collection examine the role of racial
and gender biases, paired against rights and responsibilities, to highlight the drivers of restrictions
on academic freedom against a backdrop of globalisation.

academic freedom in higher education: The Lost Soul of Higher Education Ellen
Schrecker, 2010-08-24 The professor and historian delivers a major critique of how political and
financial attacks on the academy are undermining our system of higher education. Making a
provocative foray into the public debates over higher education, acclaimed historian Ellen Schrecker
argues that the American university is under attack from two fronts. On the one hand, outside
pressure groups have staged massive challenges to academic freedom, beginning in the 1960s with
attacks on faculty who opposed the Vietnam War, and resurfacing more recently with well-funded
campaigns against Middle Eastern Studies scholars. Connecting these dots, Schrecker reveals a
distinct pattern of efforts to undermine the legitimacy of any scholarly study that threatens the
status quo. At the same time, Schrecker deftly chronicles the erosion of university budgets and the
encroachment of private-sector influence into academic life. From the dwindling numbers of
full-time faculty to the collapse of library budgets, The Lost Soul of Higher Education depicts a
system increasingly beholden to corporate America and starved of the resources it needs to educate
the new generation of citizens. A sharp riposte to the conservative critics of the academy by the
leading historian of the McCarthy-era witch hunts, The Lost Soul of Higher Education, reveals a
system in peril—and defends the vital role of higher education in our democracy.

academic freedom in higher education: The European Higher Education Area Adrian
Curaj, Liviu Matei, Remus Pricopie, Jamil Salmi, Peter Scott, 2015-10-12 Bridging the gap between
higher education research and policy making was always a challenge, but the recent calls for more
evidence-based policies have opened a window of unprecedented opportunity for researchers to
bring more contributions to shaping the future of the European Higher Education Area (EHEA).
Encouraged by the success of the 2011 first edition, Romania and Armenia have organised a 2nd
edition of the Future of Higher Education - Bologna Process Researchers’ Conference (FOHE-BPRC)
in November 2014, with the support of the Italian Presidency of the European Union and as part of
the official EHEA agenda. Reuniting over 170 researchers from more than 30 countries, the event
was a forum to debate the trends and challenges faced by higher education today and look at the



future of European cooperation in higher education. The research volumes offer unique insights
regarding the state of affairs of European higher education and research, as well as forward-looking
policy proposals. More than 50 articles focus on essential themes in higher education:
Internationalization of higher education; Financing and governance; Excellence and the
diversification of missions; Teaching, learning and student engagement; Equity and the social
dimension of higher education; Education, research and innovation; Quality assurance, The impacts
of the Bologna Process on the EHEA and beyond and Evidence-based policies in higher education.
The Bologna process was launched at a time of great optimism about the future of the European
project - to which, of course, the reform of higher education across the continent has made a major
contribution. Today, for the present, that optimism has faded as economic troubles have
accumulated in the Euro-zone, political tensions have been increased on issues such as immigration
and armed conflict has broken out in Ukraine. There is clearly a risk that, against this troubled
background, the Bologna process itself may falter. There are already signs that it has been
downgraded in some countries with evidence of political withdrawal. All the more reason for the
voice of higher education researchers to be heard. Since the first conference they have established
themselves as powerful stakeholders in the development of the EHEA, who are helping to maintain
the momentum of the Bologna process. Their pivotal role has been strengthened by the second
Bucharest conference. Peter Scott, Institute of Education, London (General Rapporteur of the
FOHE-BPRC first edition)

academic freedom in higher education: European Higher Education Area: The Impact of
Past and Future Policies Adrian Curaj, Ligia Deca, Remus Pricopie, 2018-07-03 This volume
presents the major outcomes of the third edition of the Future of Higher Education - Bologna
Process Researchers Conference (FOHE-BPRC 3) which was held on 27-29 November 2017. It
acknowledges the importance of a continued dialogue between researchers and decision-makers and
benefits from the experience already acquired, this way enabling the higher education community to
bring its input into the 2018-2020 European Higher Education Area (EHEA) priorities. The Future of
Higher Education - Bologna Process Researchers Conference (FOHE-BPRC) has already established
itself as a landmark in the European higher education environment. The two previous editions (17-19
October 2011, 24-26 November 2014), with approximately 200 European and international
participants each, covering more than 50 countries each, were organized prior to the Ministerial
Conferences, thus encouraging a consistent dialogue between researchers and policy makers. The
main conclusions of the FOHE Conferences were presented at the EHEA Ministerial Conferences
(2012 and 2015), in order to make the voice of researchers better heard by European policy and
decision makers. This volume is dedicated to continuing the collection of evidence and
research-based policymaking and further narrowing the gap between policy and research within the
EHEA and broader global contexts. It aims to identify the research areas that require more attention
prior to the anniversary 2020 EHEA Ministerial Conference, with an emphasis on the new issues on
rise in the academic and educational community. This book gives a platform for discussion on key
issues between researchers, various direct higher education actors, decision-makers, and the wider
public. This book is published under an open access CC BY license.

academic freedom in higher education: Academic Freedom Under Pressure? Margrit
Seckelmann, Lorenza Violini, Cristina Fraenkel-Haeberle, Giada Ragone, 2021-08-26 Is academic
freedom threatened? The book examines current challenges to academic freedom in Europe,
focusing mainly on Italy and Germany. The cases discussed demonstrate that research and teaching
are under pressure in European democracies: in Hungary and Poland due to political constraints, in
other countries due to societal expectations. Considering different interrelated aspects, the four
parts of the book explore many real and potential threats to universities, scientific institutions and
researchers, ranging from the European dimension of freedom of the arts and sciences to
comparative analysis of emerging challenges to academic freedom against the backdrop of the
COVID-19 pandemic. They highlight threats to university autonomy from the economic orientation of
university governance, which emphasizes efficiency, competition, and external evaluation, and from



new rules concerning trigger warnings, speech restrictions, and ethics commissions. Detailed study
of these complex threats is intended to stimulate scholarly reflection and elicit serious discussion at
European and national level. The volume contributes to the search for a new role of universities and
scientific institutions and is addressed to academics and political stakeholders.

academic freedom in higher education: Academic Freedom in American Higher
Education Robert K. Poch, 1993-05-12 Presents the popular conceptions and historical progress of
academic freedom. Examines AAUP's 1940 Statement of Academic Freedom and discusses its legal
aspects. Addresses issues on artistic expression, academic freedom in church-related colleges and
universities, and political correctness.

academic freedom in higher education: Who's Afraid of Academic Freedom? Akeel Bilgrami,
Jonathan R. Cole, 2015-02-10 In these seventeen essays, distinguished senior scholars discuss the
conceptual issues surrounding the idea of freedom of inquiry and scrutinize a variety of obstacles to
such inquiry that they have encountered in their personal and professional experience. Their
discussion of threats to freedom traverses a wide disciplinary and institutional, political and
economic range covering specific restrictions linked to speech codes, the interests of donors,
institutional review board licensing, political pressure groups, and government policy, as well as
phenomena of high generality, such as intellectual orthodoxy, in which coercion is barely visible and
often self-imposed. As the editors say in their introduction: No freedom can be taken for granted,
even in the most well-functioning of formal democracies. Exposing the tendencies that undermine
freedom of inquiry and their hidden sources and widespread implications is in itself an exercise in
and for democracy.

academic freedom in higher education: University Autonomy Decline Kirsten Roberts Lyer,
Ilyas Saliba, Janika Spannagel, 2022-11-23 This book provides empirically grounded insights into the
causes, trajectories, and effects of a severe decline in university autonomy and the relationship to
other dimensions of academic freedom by comparing in-depth country studies and evidence from a
new global timeseries dataset. Drawing attention to ongoing discussions on standards for monitoring
and assessment of academic freedom at regional and international organizations, this book identifies
a need for clearer standards on academic freedom and a human rights-based definition of university
autonomy. Further, the book calls for accompanying international oversight and the inclusion of
criteria related to academic freedom in international university rankings. Five expert-authored case
studies on academic freedom from diverse nations (Bangladesh, Mozambique, India, Poland, and
Turkey) are included in the volume. Drawing on both qualitative and quantitative evidence, the book
offers a unique and timely contribution to the field and will be of great interest to scholars,
researchers, and students in the fields of higher education, human rights, political science and
public policy. This Open Access book is available at www.taylorfrancis.com, and has been made
available under a Creative Commons Attribution-Non Commercial-No Derivatives 4.0 license.

academic freedom in higher education: The Future of Academic Freedom Louis Menand,
1996 The essays respond to critics of the university, but they also respond to one another: Rorty and
Haskell argue about the epistemological foundations of academic freedom; Gates and Sunstein
discuss the legal and educational logic of speech codes. But in the end the volume achieves an
unexpected consensus about the need to reconceive the concept of academic freedom in order to
meet the threats and risks of the future.

academic freedom in higher education: Universities Under Dictatorship John Connelly,
Michael Gruttner, 2010-11-01

academic freedom in higher education: Academic Freedom 4 Ximena Erazo, Mike
Kirkwood, Frederiek de Vlaming, 1995-12-01 In 1988, the World University Service formulated the
Lima Declaration on Academic Freedom and the Autonomy of Institutions of Higher Education. This
seeks to promote and protect the right to education, the freedom to teach, and the freedom to
pursue, develop and transmit knowledge. Since then WUS and Zed Books have published a series of
reports on specific countries failures to deliver the right to education, abuses of the rights of people
in the educational sector generally and infringments of academic freedom and university autonomy.



Academic Freedom 4, the most recent volume in the series, offers an overview of the international
standards in this field and spells out the obligations of states in guaranteeing the educational rights
of citizens. The reports on specific countries show the wide range of obstacles standing in the way of
a full realization of the right to education. Several chapters analyse how disinvestment in education
has undermined this right, particularly for women and minorities. In several parts of the world,
structural adjustment programmes go hand in hand with stricter government control (including
censorship) of universities, while in others, the control of education by religious groups has emerged
as a new challenge, affecting both the quality of education and the level of tolerance in society.
Other reports show why two factors, the existence of highly educated refugees and the globalization
of the world economy, demand a much wider international recognition of educational qualifications.

academic freedom in higher education: The Order of Learning Edward Shils, 2017-07-12 The
Order of Learning considers the problems facing higher education by focusing on main underlying
factors: the relationship of higher education to government, academic freedom, and the
responsibilities of the academic profession, among others. Edward Shils argues that higher
education has a central role in society, and that distractions, such as pressures from government,
disinterest of students and faculty in education, and involvement of institutions of higher learning in
social questions, have damaged higher education by deflecting it from its commitment to teaching,
learning, and research. Shils believes that the modern university must be steadfast in its
commitment to the pursuit of truth, the education of students, and the provision of research.
Universities should not be all things to all people. On one hand, the academic community must
understand the essential mission of the university and resist distractions. On the other, government
must provide the necessary support to higher education, even when the immediate pay-off is not
self-evident. This book provides a refreshing new perspective precisely by taking a traditional stance
on the role of higher education in modern society. It includes carefully researched and elegantly
written essays on many of the central issues facing education today. This work will be of great
interest to educators and students alike, as well as those interested in the future of higher education
in the United States.

academic freedom in higher education: Academic Freedom in the Age of the University
Walter P. Metzger, 1961

academic freedom in higher education: Open Minds Carolyn Evans, Adrienne Stone,
2021-03-02 Recently the alarm has been raised - basic freedoms are under attack in our universities.
A generation of ‘snowflake’ students are shutting out ideas that challenge their views. Ideologically
motivated academics are promoting propaganda at the expense of rigorous research and balanced
teaching. Universities are caving in and denying platforms to ‘problematic’ public speakers. Is this
true, or is it panic and exaggeration? Carolyn Evans and Adrienne Stone deftly investigate the
arguments, analysing recent controversies and delving into the history of the university. They
consider the academy’s core values and purpose, why it has historically given higher protection to
certain freedoms, and how competing legal, ethical and practical claims can restrict free expression.
This book asks the necessary questions and responds with thoughtful, reasoned answers. Are
universities responsible for helping students to thrive in a free intellectual climate? Are public
figures who work outside of academia owed an audience? Does a special duty of care exist for
students and faculty targeted by hostile speech? And are high-profile cases diverting attention from
more complex, serious threats to freedom in universities - such as those posed by domestic and
foreign governments, industry partners and donors?

academic freedom in higher education: Academic Freedom in a Democratic South Africa
John Higgins, 2014-09-02 How do we understand academic freedom today? Does it still have
relevance in a global reconfiguring of higher education in the interests of the economy, rather than
the public good? And locally, is academic freedom no more than an inconvenient ideal, paid lip
service to South Africa’s Constitution as an individual right, but neglected in institutional practice?
This book argues that the core content of academic freedom—the principle of supporting and
extending open intellectual enquiry—is essential to realizing the full public value of higher



education. John Higgins emphasizes the central role that the humanities, and the particular forms of
argument and analysis they embody, bring to this task. Each chapter embodies the particular force
of a critical literacy in action, one which brings into play the combined force of historical inquiry,
theoretical analysis, and precise attention to the textual dynamics of all statement so as to challenge
and confront the received ideas of the day. These provocative analyses are complemented by
probing interviews with three key figures from the Critical Humanities: Terry Eagleton, who
discusses the deforming effects of managerialism in British universities; Edward W. Said, who
argues for increased recognition of the democratizing force of the humanities; and Jakes Gerwel,
who presents some of the most recent challenges for the realization of a humanist politics in South
Africa.

academic freedom in higher education: Academic Freedom and the Law E. M. Barendt,
2010 This is the first comparative study of a subject of fundamental importance to all academics and
others working in universities. It emphasises the importance of academic freedom, while pointing
out that, on occasion, exaggerated claims have been made to its exercise. --Book Jacket.
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