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Summary: This comprehensive Abzan Greasefang sideboard guide explores various
strategies for adapting your Abzan Greasefang deck to conquer diverse metagames. We'll
delve into analyzing common matchups, crafting effective sideboard plans, and optimizing
your deck's resilience against prevalent archetypes. The guide covers crucial sideboard
card choices, mulligan decisions post-boarding, and practical gameplay adjustments to
maximize your win percentage.

H1: Understanding the Abzan Greasefang Core Strategy

Before diving into the Abzan Greasefang sideboard guide, it's crucial to understand the
deck's core strengths and weaknesses. Abzan Greasefang relies on its namesake legendary
creature, Greasefang, Okiba Boss, to generate powerful value through its treasure creation
and consistent threat generation. The Abzan colors provide a solid foundation of mana
fixing, removal, and efficient creatures. The deck's strength lies in its resilient game plan
and its ability to generate card advantage through treasure tokens and efficient value
engines. However, its weaknesses often lie in its vulnerability to fast aggro decks and hate
cards specifically targeting Greasefang or treasure tokens. This is where effective
sideboarding becomes paramount.

H2: Analyzing Common Matchups and Sideboarding
Strategies

The effectiveness of your Abzan Greasefang sideboard guide depends heavily on



understanding the metagame you’re facing. Here's a breakdown of common matchups and
how to sideboard accordingly:

H3: Aggro Matchups (Mono-Red, White Weenie)

Problem: Aggro decks aim to overwhelm you before you can establish Greasefang.
Sideboard Plan: Bring in cards that increase your early game resilience. This includes
additional removal spells like Fatal Push, Go for the Throat, or even cards like Skyclave
Apparition to disrupt their key threats. Consider adding cheap lifegain like Soul-Shepherd or
Leyline Binding to help stabilize. Consider cutting slower cards like Sheoldred, the
Apocalypse or The Wandering Emperor.
Gameplay Adjustments: Be more aggressive in your early turns. Prioritize removal and
lifegain to survive the initial assault.

H3: Midrange Matchups (Other Abzan, Sultai)

Problem: These matchups often become grindy battles of attrition.
Sideboard Plan: Focus on bringing in cards that provide card advantage or superior value.
Cards like Collected Company or Esika's Chariot can be excellent additions here. Consider
cards that disrupt their key threats, like Portable Hole or Skyclave Apparition.
Gameplay Adjustments: Play carefully and conserve resources. Aim to control the board
and leverage your card advantage to win the late game.

H3: Control Matchups (Azorius Control, Esper Control)

Problem: Control decks aim to negate your threats and grind you out with card advantage.
Sideboard Plan: Bring in cards that can break through their control strategy. Consider
powerful threats like Sheoldred, the Apocalypse or Esika's Chariot. Adding efficient
disruption like The Meathook Massacre can also help.
Gameplay Adjustments: Be patient and play around their removal spells. Prioritize threats
that are difficult to answer.

H3: Combo Matchups (Niv-Mizzet, Jeskai Turns)

Problem: Combo decks aim to assemble a powerful combo to win the game quickly.
Sideboard Plan: Bring in disruption like Veil of Summer or Leyline of Sanctity to protect
yourself from combo pieces being played. Consider adding additional counterspells if your
mana base allows. Cards that can quickly overwhelm them before they can combo off, such
as Collected Company, are strong choices.
Gameplay Adjustments: Be aware of their combo pieces and prioritize disrupting their
combo as soon as possible.

H2: Essential Sideboard Cards for Abzan Greasefang

A versatile Abzan Greasefang sideboard guide needs a robust set of sideboard cards. Here
are some key inclusions:



Removal: Fatal Push, Go for the Throat, Skyclave Apparition
Disruption: Portable Hole, Veil of Summer, Leyline of Sanctity
Card Advantage: Collected Company, Esika's Chariot
Lifegain: Soul-Shepherd, Leyline of Sanctity
Threats: Sheoldred, the Apocalypse, The Meathook Massacre
Grave hate: Rest in Peace, Leyline of the Void (if the meta warrants)

H2: Mulligan Decisions Post-Boarding

Mulligan decisions are crucial after sideboarding. Your Abzan Greasefang sideboard guide
should account for these scenarios. Prioritize keeping hands with early interaction and
relevant sideboard cards against the specific matchup. Be willing to mulligan hands lacking
early pressure against aggressive decks or hands lacking disruption against combo decks.

H2: Optimizing Your Abzan Greasefang Sideboard for
the Metagame

Your Abzan Greasefang sideboard guide isn't static. It needs constant refinement based on
the prevailing metagame. Actively track the matchups you're facing and adjust your
sideboard accordingly. Consider online resources and community discussions to stay
informed about evolving metagame trends.

Conclusion

Mastering the art of sideboarding is crucial for success with Abzan Greasefang. This Abzan
Greasefang sideboard guide provides a foundational framework for navigating various
matchups and optimizing your deck's performance. Remember that consistent analysis and
adaptation are key to maximizing your win rate.

FAQs

What are the most important factors to consider when building an Abzan Greasefang1.
sideboard? The most important factors are understanding your local meta, identifying
your deck's weaknesses against common archetypes, and selecting sideboard cards
that effectively address those weaknesses.

How many cards should I typically sideboard in for a given matchup? The number of1.
cards you sideboard in will vary depending on the matchup, but it's generally between
2 and 5 cards.



Should I always sideboard out the same cards? No, the cards you sideboard out should1.
depend on the specific matchup. You should remove cards that are less effective
against the opponent's strategy.

How do I decide which cards to include in my Abzan Greasefang sideboard? Consider1.
cards that address the weaknesses of your main deck against specific archetypes.
Prioritize cards that offer efficient disruption, removal, or lifegain.

What are some common mistakes players make when sideboarding with Abzan1.
Greasefang? Common mistakes include not adjusting gameplay after sideboarding,
bringing in too few or too many cards, or failing to consider the overall game plan
when making sideboard changes.

How important is understanding the metagame when building a sideboard?1.
Understanding the metagame is crucial. Your sideboard should be tailored to the
decks you expect to face most often.

Are there any online resources that can help me refine my Abzan Greasefang1.
sideboard? Yes, MTGA community forums, websites like ChannelFireball, and
tournament results can offer valuable insights into current metagames and popular
sideboard strategies.

How often should I review and update my Abzan Greasefang sideboard? You should1.
review and update your sideboard regularly, at least after every tournament or
significant shift in the metagame.

What is the role of mana base consistency when sideboarding with Abzan Greasefang?1.
Maintain mana base consistency when sideboarding. Don't bring in cards that
significantly compromise your ability to cast your spells.

Related Articles:



Optimizing Mana Base for Abzan Greasefang: Discusses strategies for maximizing1.
mana consistency in Abzan Greasefang, including land choices and mana fixing
options.

Abzan Greasefang vs. Aggro Strategies: Focuses on specific strategies and sideboard1.
plans for facing aggro decks like Mono-Red and White Weenie.

Advanced Mulligan Decisions in Abzan Greasefang: A deep dive into optimal mulligan1.
strategies considering both starting hand quality and sideboard inclusions.

Building a Budget-Friendly Abzan Greasefang Deck: Guides players on building a1.
competitive Abzan Greasefang deck with limited resources.

Abzan Greasefang Against Control Strategies: Provides insight into effective sideboard1.
plans and gameplay adjustments when facing control matchups.

The Role of Removal in Abzan Greasefang: Analyzes the importance of removal spells1.
in the deck and recommends optimal inclusion and sideboard choices.

Utilizing Card Advantage Strategies in Abzan Greasefang: Highlights card advantage1.
engines within Abzan Greasefang and sideboard options to enhance this strength.

Abzan Greasefang Sideboard Guide for Paper Magic: Focuses on sideboarding1.
strategies in a paper Magic environment, addressing differences from MTGA.

Adapting the Abzan Greasefang Sideboard to Regional Metagames: Explores the1.
importance of tailoring your sideboard to local tournament meta variations.



  abzan greasefang sideboard guide: Ravnica Cory Herndon, 2010-04-21 A murder
investigation exposes a labyrinth of intrigue that threatens to turn Ravnica upside down in this epic
Magic: The Gathering novel Lieutenant Agrus Kos enjoys his work. A top-notch officer of the city
guard, he's been on the force over fifty years. He works alone. And the League of Wojek never had
problems with him or his work. Until now. They gave him a partner to train, who promptly got
himself killed. And the more he looks into the death, the less he likes it. Something dark is moving
within the guilds of Ravnica.
  abzan greasefang sideboard guide: Guildpact Cory J. Herndon, 2006 One guild ravages the
street. Teysa leads another to cleanse them. As Agrus Kos watches the guilds nip and tear at each
other like snakes, something clicks. Now his mind is clear, as are his options. A disaster grows under
the city's streets. He knows what he must do. Original.
  abzan greasefang sideboard guide: War of the Spark: Ravnica (Magic: The Gathering)
Greg Weisman, 2019-04-23 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • Experience the first official
adventure in Magic: The Gathering’s multiverse in nearly a decade as the ultimate battle begins on
Ravnica. Teyo Verada wants nothing more than to be a shieldmage, wielding arcane energies to
protect his people from his world’s vicious diamondstorms. When he’s buried alive in the aftermath
of his first real tempest, the young mage’s life is about to end before it can truly begin—until it
doesn’t. In a flash, a power he didn’t know he had whisks him away from his home, to a world of
stone, glass, and wonder: Ravnica. Teyo is a Planeswalker, one of many to be called to the
world-spanning city—all lured by Nicol Bolas, the Elder Dragon. Bolas lays siege to the city of
Ravnica, hungry for the ultimate prize: godhood itself. His unparalleled magic and unstoppable army
appear poised to bring the city to utter ruin. Among those who stand in the way of Bolas’s terrifying
machinations are the Gatewatch, Planeswalkers sworn to defeat evil, no matter where it’s found. But
as they work to unite the other mages and mount a defense of the city and its people, the terrifying
truth of Bolas’s plan becomes clear. The Elder Dragon has prepared a trap to ensnare the most
powerful mages from across the Multiverse—and it’s too late to escape. As forces great and small
converge on the city and the battle rages, the stakes could not be higher. If the Gatewatch falters
and the Planeswalkers fail, the curtain will fall on the age of heroes—and rise on the infinite reign of
Nicol Bolas.
  abzan greasefang sideboard guide: War of the Spark: Forsaken Greg Weisman, 2019-11-12
Brand-new Magic: The Gathering official novel which ties in to the brand-new card game set. THE
HUNT FOR LILIANA VESS IS ON IN THE AFTERMATH OF THE WAR OF THE SPARK. The
Planeswalkers have defeated Nicol Bolas and saved the Multiverse—though at grave cost. The living
have been left to pick up the pieces and mourn the dead. But one loss is almost too great to bear:
Gideon Jura, champion of justice and shield of the Gatewatch, is gone. As his former comrades Jace
and Chandra struggle to rebuild from this tragedy, their future, like the future of the Gatewatch,
remains uncertain. As the Gatewatch's newest member, Kaya aims to help write that future. In
joining, she pledged an oath to protect the living and the dead, but now that oath will be tested. The
grieving guild masters of Ravnica have tasked her with a grave mission suited to her talents as a
hunter and assassin—a mission she is ordered to keep secret from the Gatewatch. She must track
down and exact retribution on the traitor Liliana Vess. But Liliana Vess has no interest in being
found. Forsaken by her friends, she fled Ravnica after the defeat of Bolas. She was hostage to his
wicked will, forced to assist in his terrible atrocities on pain of death—until Gideon, the last one who
believed in her goodness, died in her place. Haunted by Gideon's final gift, and hunted by former
allies, Liliana now returns to a place she'd thought she'd never see again, the only place she has left:
home.
  abzan greasefang sideboard guide: Return to Ravnica Doug Beyer, 2012-11-27 As a
planeswalker investigates an alarming mystery built into the very foundations of Ravnica, he realizes
some secrets are better left hidden Jace Beleren has the power to travel between planes of the
Multiverse, but with this gift comes isolation. He is one in a million. He is a planeswalker. And he is
on the edge of a mystery that could alter the face of his adopted home—a vast, world-wide city



known as Ravnica—forever. Faced with a magical code that is built into the very foundations of the
city-world itself, Jace marches into the numinous depths of Ravnica’s underbelly in search of the
promise of powerful magic. What he finds is perhaps more burden than boon. Once buried in past,
the code resurfaces as Ravnica’s power-hungry mage guilds—unbound by the Guildpact that had
once maintained order—struggle for control of the plane. But in the drive for primacy, there is no
neutral ground. Jace knows that he can’t crack the code on his own, not while the guilds task teams
of mages to unravel the mysteries. But he also knows that the danger of the quest is too great to
include his friends. As the mystery begins to unravel, the choice may not be his alone.
  abzan greasefang sideboard guide: The Art of Magic: The Gathering - Ravnica James
Wyatt, 2019-01-01 Magnificent hardcover art books featuring the incredible images and lore of
Magic: The Gathering®! Danger and adventure await in these pages, lavishly illustrated with the
award-winning art of Magic: The Gathering®! The seventh book in VIZ Media’s acclaimed series of
massive hardcover art books featuring the incredible images of Magic: The Gathering®! “The
alliances were already frayed. All we do is find the loose threads and pluck.” —Lazav, House Dimir
Guildmaster An eternity of winding streets, dark alleys, towering structures, and rubble-strewn ruins
make up the world of Ravnica. In this sprawling city, ten guilds are locked in a perpetual struggle for
influence and dominance, each one seeking to advance its own agenda and philosophy—and now it’s
time to choose your place in this conflict. In these pages, lavishly illustrated with the award-winning
art of Magic: The Gathering®, you’ll learn the deepest secrets of the guilds and the plots unfolding
in their ranks. Choose your guild and take your place in Ravnica, the greatest city in the Multiverse!

Additional Resources
Abzan Houses - MTG Wiki
One of the five Clans of Tarkir, the Abzan Houses (/ɑːbzɑːn/ AHB-zahn)[1] admires the
ancient dragons' aspect of endurance.[2] Their color wedge is white (focus color), black and
…

Top Abzan Commanders - EDHREC
Reyhan, Last of the Abzan // Sidar Kondo of Jamuraa. 10 decks. Livio, Oathsworn Sentinel //
Reyhan, Last of the Abzan. 9 decks. Numa, Joraga Chieftain // Tymna the Weaver. 9 decks.
…

Abzan Armor (Tarkir Dragonstorm Commander Precon Decklist)
You have a 98.28% chance of playing these on curve. The average mana value of your
main deck is 2.06 with lands and 3.34 without lands. The median mana value of your main
deck is 2 with …

All 17 Abzan Cards in Tarkir: Dragonstorm Ranked - Draftsim
Mar 31, 2025 · What Are Abzan Cards in Tarkir: Dragonstorm? Perennation | Illustration by
Eli Minaya. Abzan cards in Tarkir: Dragonstorm have an Abzan color identity, or a color
identity …

Abzan | EDH Wiki - Fandom
Abzan is the color combination of white, black, and green. It is named for the Abzan Houses
of the plane of Tarkir. Popular Abzan commanders include Ghave, Guru of Spores, Karador,
Ghost …

White / Black / Green Lands - Abzan
All Magic: the Gathering lands that produce colorless mana, updated to Tarkir:



Dragonstorm.

abzan · Scryfall Magic The Gathering Search
His beasts move the great siege towers of the Abzan across the endless sands. • Exile
target creature with power 3 or greater. • You draw two cards and you lose 2 life. •
Distribute two …

Abzan Enchantress - EDHREC
Abzan Enchantress. Monocolor. Mono-White 1.1K decks. Mono-Blue 175 decks. Mono-Black
348 decks. Mono-Red 145 decks. Mono-Green 515 decks. Colorless 1 decks. Two Color.
Azorius …

7 Abzan MTG Cards You Should Be Playing in Commander Right …
May 7, 2025 · 7 Abzan MTG Cards You Should Be Playing in Commander Right Now. If you
like +1/+1 counters, graveyard synergies, and powerful effects, then you'll want the best
Abzan …

The 30 Best Abzan Cards in Magic Ranked - Draftsim
Sep 12, 2024 · Abzan cards have an exact color identity of white, black, and green (). These
can be 3-color cards, mono-colored cards with additional colored symbols in their rules text,
or …

Abzan Houses - MTG Wiki
One of the five Clans of Tarkir, the Abzan Houses (/ɑːbzɑːn/ AHB-zahn)[1] admires the
ancient dragons' aspect of endurance.[2] Their color wedge is …

Top Abzan Commanders - EDHREC
Reyhan, Last of the Abzan // Sidar Kondo of Jamuraa. 10 decks. Livio, Oathsworn Sentinel //
Reyhan, Last of the Abzan. 9 decks. Numa, Joraga …

Abzan Armor (Tarkir Dragonstorm Commander Pr…
You have a 98.28% chance of playing these on curve. The average mana value of your
main deck is 2.06 with lands and 3.34 without lands. The median …

All 17 Abzan Cards in Tarkir: Dragonstorm Ranked - Draftsi…
Mar 31, 2025 · What Are Abzan Cards in Tarkir: Dragonstorm? Perennation | Illustration by
Eli Minaya. Abzan cards in Tarkir: Dragonstorm have an …

Abzan | EDH Wiki - Fandom
Abzan is the color combination of white, black, and green. It is named for the Abzan Houses
of the plane of Tarkir. Popular Abzan commanders …
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