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I. Introduction: A Brief Overview of the Address

Abraham Lincoln's Second Inaugural Address, delivered on March 4, 1865, stands as a
towering achievement of American oratory. Delivered just weeks before the end of the
Civil War, the address is remarkably concise, clocking in at under 700 words. Yet, within
its brevity lies a profound depth of meaning, a masterful display of rhetorical skill that
continues to resonate with audiences today. This Abraham Lincoln Second Inaugural
Address rhetorical analysis will delve into the specific techniques Lincoln employed,
highlighting their effectiveness and their lasting impact on the field of political
communication.

II. Rhetorical Strategies Employed: A Deep Dive

Lincoln’s address is not a celebratory speech; instead, it grapples with the profound moral
and political implications of the war. His skillful use of several rhetorical strategies



contributes to the address's enduring power:

A. Anaphora and Parallelism: The repeated use of phrases like "both read the same Bible"
and "both pray to the same God" creates a powerful sense of unity and shared humanity,
even amidst the brutal conflict. This Abraham Lincoln Second Inaugural Address
rhetorical analysis reveals how this parallelism subtly challenges the justifications for
secession based on religious differences. The repetition emphasizes the shared faith and
values that should ideally transcend the divisions of war.

B. Metaphor and Imagery: Lincoln’s use of striking imagery, such as "the Almighty has His
own purposes," invokes a sense of divine judgment and underscores the gravity of the
situation. He doesn't shy away from the harsh realities of the war, but frames them within
a larger context of divine will and national destiny. The powerful metaphor of the nation
being "bound together by the same fate" is a perfect example of his concise but impactful
imagery.

C. Appeals to Emotion (Pathos): While not overtly sentimental, Lincoln's address evokes a
deep sense of empathy and shared suffering. His acknowledgment of the pain and loss on
both sides demonstrates a remarkable level of moral complexity and understanding,
forging a connection with his audience on an emotional level. This carefully controlled
emotional appeal underscores the human cost of the war and motivates listeners towards
reconciliation.

D. Appeals to Logic (Logos): Lincoln avoids explicit arguments but subtly employs logic by
referencing the historical context and citing the foundational principles of the nation. His
appeal to the shared American identity and the ideals of the Declaration of Independence
subtly reinforces his argument for national unity and reconciliation. This Abraham Lincoln
Second Inaugural Address rhetorical analysis reveals how the underlying logic supports
his call for a peaceful resolution and national healing.

E. Appeals to Ethics (Ethos): Lincoln's established credibility as president and commander-
in-chief during a time of national crisis lends considerable weight to his words. His
measured tone and conciliatory approach further enhance his ethical appeal. The audience
trusts his judgment and his vision for the future because of his established reputation and
leadership during the war.

III. Implications for Industry: Leadership and
Communication

The Abraham Lincoln Second Inaugural Address rhetorical analysis provides valuable
lessons for leaders across various industries. Lincoln's ability to:

Communicate complex ideas clearly and concisely: His brevity and directness are a
masterclass in effective communication.
Foster empathy and understanding: His acknowledgement of the suffering on both sides of
the conflict demonstrates the power of empathy in bridging divides.
Articulate a vision for the future: His call for national healing and reconciliation offers a
powerful example of how to inspire hope and motivate action.
Navigate difficult ethical dilemmas: His handling of the moral complexities of the war
serves as a powerful example of ethical leadership.



These skills are invaluable in corporate leadership, public relations, crisis management,
and any field requiring effective communication and strategic messaging.

IV. Enduring Relevance: A Contemporary Perspective

The address’s message remains strikingly relevant today. Its emphasis on national unity,
reconciliation, and the importance of shared values continues to resonate in a world often
characterized by division and conflict. The Abraham Lincoln Second Inaugural Address
rhetorical analysis highlights the timeless nature of the challenges Lincoln addressed:
finding common ground in the face of deep division, navigating moral complexities, and
fostering a sense of shared purpose. The address serves as a reminder of the enduring
power of skillful rhetoric to inspire, unite, and guide a nation through challenging times. It
underscores the critical role of effective communication in shaping public opinion and
achieving positive social change.

V. Conclusion

Abraham Lincoln's Second Inaugural Address remains a testament to the power of
concise, impactful rhetoric. This Abraham Lincoln Second Inaugural Address rhetorical
analysis demonstrates how its enduring influence stems from the masterful employment of
rhetorical strategies and its timeless message of unity and reconciliation. The lessons
learned from analyzing this speech are valuable not only for historians and students of
rhetoric but also for leaders and communicators across all industries seeking to inspire,
persuade, and unite their audiences.

FAQs

What is the central theme of Lincoln's Second Inaugural Address? The central theme1.
is the reconciliation of the nation after the Civil War, emphasizing the shared
responsibility for the conflict and the need for national healing.

What rhetorical devices does Lincoln primarily employ? Lincoln skillfully uses1.
anaphora, parallelism, metaphor, imagery, appeals to pathos (emotion), logos (logic),
and ethos (credibility).

How does the address address the issue of slavery? Lincoln indirectly addresses1.
slavery by framing the war as divine retribution for the nation's sins, implying a link
between the conflict and the institution of slavery.



What is the significance of the address's brevity? Its brevity enhances its impact,1.
making the message more memorable and easily understood.

What is the significance of Lincoln’s reference to "malice toward none, with charity1.
for all"? This phrase encapsulates the spirit of reconciliation and forgiveness that
Lincoln envisioned for the post-war nation.

How does the address reflect Lincoln's leadership style? It reflects his measured,1.
thoughtful, and empathetic approach to leadership, even in the midst of a
devastating war.

What are the contemporary applications of the rhetorical strategies used in the1.
address? The strategies Lincoln employed remain highly relevant for effective
communication in various contexts, including political speeches, corporate
presentations, and public relations.

What makes the address a masterpiece of American oratory? Its combination of1.
brevity, profound meaning, and masterful use of rhetorical devices makes it a classic
example of effective persuasive communication.

How does the address contribute to our understanding of American identity? The1.
address underscores the complexities of American identity, highlighting both the
nation's failings and its capacity for self-reflection and renewal.

Related Articles:

"Lincoln's Second Inaugural: A Theological Interpretation": Explores the religious1.
undertones and the role of divine judgment in Lincoln's address.

"The Rhetorical Power of Concision: A Case Study of Lincoln's Second Inaugural":2.
Focuses on the effectiveness of Lincoln's brevity and its impact on the audience.

"Lincoln's Second Inaugural and the Legacy of Reconciliation": Examines the lasting3.
impact of the address on the process of national reconciliation after the Civil War.



"Comparing Lincoln's First and Second Inaugural Addresses: A Rhetorical4.
Comparison": Analyzes the evolution of Lincoln's rhetorical style and message across
his two inaugural addresses.

"The Use of Metaphor in Lincoln's Second Inaugural": A close reading of the5.
metaphors and their contribution to the overall meaning of the address.

"Lincoln's Second Inaugural and the American Dream": Explores how the address6.
reflects and shapes the American Dream.

"The Second Inaugural Address in the Context of the Civil War": Places the address7.
within its historical context and analyzes its relevance to the events of the Civil War.

"Lincoln's Second Inaugural and the Concept of National Unity": Examines how the8.
address promotes the idea of national unity and overcoming division.

"Applying Lincoln's Rhetorical Strategies to Modern Political Communication":9.
Explores the relevance of Lincoln's rhetorical techniques for contemporary political
communication.

  abraham lincoln second inaugural address rhetorical analysis: Lincoln's Greatest Speech
Ronald C. White, 2006-11-07 In the tradition of Wills's Lincoln at Gettysburg, Lincoln's Greatest
Speech combines impeccable scholarship and lively, engaging writing to reveal the full meaning of
one of the greatest speeches in the nation's history.
  abraham lincoln second inaugural address rhetorical analysis: Abraham Lincoln's
Second Inaugural Address Abraham Lincoln, 2022-09-16 DigiCat Publishing presents to you this
special edition of Abraham Lincoln's Second Inaugural Address by Abraham Lincoln. DigiCat
Publishing considers every written word to be a legacy of humankind. Every DigiCat book has been
carefully reproduced for republishing in a new modern format. The books are available in print, as
well as ebooks. DigiCat hopes you will treat this work with the acknowledgment and passion it
deserves as a classic of world literature.
  abraham lincoln second inaugural address rhetorical analysis: Abraham Lincoln's
Speeches Abraham Lincoln, 1908
  abraham lincoln second inaugural address rhetorical analysis: Lincoln at Gettysburg
Garry Wills, 2012-12-11 The power of words has rarely been given a more compelling demonstration
than in the Gettysburg Address. Lincoln was asked to memorialize the gruesome battle. Instead, he
gave the whole nation a new birth of freedom in the space of a mere 272 words. His entire life and
previous training, and his deep political experience went into this, his revolutionary masterpiece. By
examining both the address and Lincoln in their historical moment and cultural frame, Wills
breathes new life into words we thought we knew, and reveals much about a president so
mythologized but often misunderstood. Wills shows how Lincoln came to change the world and to
effect an intellectual revolution, how his words had to and did complete the work of the guns, and
how Lincoln wove a spell that has not yet been broken.
  abraham lincoln second inaugural address rhetorical analysis: His Greatest Speeches
Diana Schaub, 2021-11-23 An expert analysis of Abraham Lincoln's three most powerful speeches
reveals his rhetorical genius and his thoughts on our national character. Abraham Lincoln, our
greatest president, believed that our national character was defined by three key moments: the



writing of the Constitution, our declaration of independence from England, and the beginning of
slavery on the North American continent. His thoughts on these landmarks can be traced through
three speeches: the Lyceum Address, the Gettysburg Address, and the Second Inaugural. The latter
two are well-known, enshrined forever on the walls of the Lincoln Memorial. The former is much less
familiar to most, written a quarter century before his presidency, when he was a 28 year-old Illinois
state legislator. In His Greatest Speeches, Professor Diana Schaub offers a brilliant line-by-line
analysis of these timeless works, placing them in historical context and explaining the brilliance
behind their rhetoric. The result is a complete vision of Lincoln’s worldview that is sure to fascinate
and inspire general readers and history buffs alike. This book is a wholly original resource for
considering the difficult questions of American purpose and identity, questions that are no less
contentious or essential today than they were over two hundred years ago.
  abraham lincoln second inaugural address rhetorical analysis: The Rhetoric of Lincoln's
Letters Marshall Myers, 2018-07-26 Lincoln's letters have been cited in countless biographical and
critical works yet have received little scholarly attention as a whole. This comprehensive study
reveals his letters to be fundamental to understanding his development as a writer. Early on, he
employed Hugh Blair's popular idea of developing taste in written documents, and carefully studied
the letters of his contemporaries. He wrote more than 5000 of his own. As he became more
proficient, he employed more sophisticated rhetorical strategies to deal with political opponents,
imperious generals and critics of his policies.
  abraham lincoln second inaugural address rhetorical analysis: Lincoln's Moral Vision
James Tackach, 2002 On March 4, 1865, Abraham Lincoln gave his Second Inaugural Address, the
final great speech of his three- decades public career. Delivered a little more than a month before
the end of the Civil War and forty-one days before he was assassinated, the speech reveals Lincoln
coming to terms with vital moral and political issues with which he had grappled during his political
life. This book traces how the speech addresses three critical issues that obsessed him: slavery, race,
and religion. Although in early life Lincoln developed a personal distaste for slavery, he never
embraced the abolitionist cause. Before his presidency, he endorsed a middle position on slavery,
arguing that it could remain legal in the South where it was entrenched, but not be allowed to
spread to new territories. On the matter of race Lincoln was a man shaped by the prejudices of his
time and place. Before the Civil War he advocated no civil rights for blacks and often asserted that
whites should hold a superior position in American society. In religious perspective Lincoln was a
skeptic, even accused by one political opponent of being an infidel. But during the political
turbulence of the 1850s and during Lincoln's presidency, his positions on these three burning issues
shifted dramatically. The profound changes in Lincoln's thinking are evident in the Second Inaugural
Address, in which he condemns slavery as a grievous national sin that prompted a just God to deliver
upon the United States a fierce punishment in the form of a devastating civil war. This book argues
that the Second Inaugural Address was Lincoln's resolution of the moral and political issues of his
time and is the key document in Lincoln's entire literary canon. James Tackach, a professor of
English at Roger Williams University, is the editor of Slave Narratives and The Battle of Gettysburg
and the author of books for young adults, including The Trial of John Brown: Radical Abolitionist and
The Emancipation Proclamation: Abolishing Slavery in the South.
  abraham lincoln second inaugural address rhetorical analysis: Lincoln's Speeches
Reconsidered John Channing Briggs, 2005-06-16 In this close examination, John Channing Briggs
reveals how the process of studying, writing, and delivering speeches helped Lincoln develop the
ideas with which he would so profoundly change history.
  abraham lincoln second inaugural address rhetorical analysis: A Textual Analysis of
Abraham Lincoln's Second Inaugural Address Amy R. Slagell, 1986
  abraham lincoln second inaugural address rhetorical analysis: Modern Rhetorical
Criticism Roderick P Hart, Suzanne Daughton, 2015-09-25 A comprehensive and up-to-date
introduction to the analysis of public rhetoric, Modern Rhetorical Criticism teaches readers how to
examine and interpret rhetorical situations, ideas, arguments, structure, and style. The text covers a



wide range of critical techniques, from cultural and dramatistic analysis to feminist and Marxist
approaches. A wealth of original criticism demonstrates how to analyze such diverse forms as junk
mail, congressional debates, and traffic regulations, as well as literature. This long-awaited revision
contains new coverage of mass media, feminist criticism, and European criticism.
  abraham lincoln second inaugural address rhetorical analysis: The Eloquent President
Ronald C. White, 2007-12-18 The fact that Abraham Lincoln is now universally recognized as
America’s greatest political orator would have surprised many of the citizens who voted him into
office. Ungainly in stature and awkward in manner, the newly elected Lincoln was considered a
Western stump speaker and debater devoid of rhetorical polish. Then, after the outbreak of the Civil
War, he stood before the nation to deliver his Message to Congress in Special Session on July 4,
1861, and, as a contemporary editor put it, “some of us who doubted were wrong.” In The Eloquent
President, historian Ronald White examines Lincoln’s astonishing oratory and explores his growth as
a leader, a communicator, and a man of deepening spiritual conviction. Examining a different
speech, address, or public letter in each chapter, White tracks the evolution of Lincoln’s rhetoric
from the measured, lawyerly tones of the First Inaugural, to the imaginative daring of the 1862
Annual Message to Congress, to the haunting, immortal poetry of the Gettysburg Address. As a
speaker who appealed not to intellect alone, but also to the hearts and souls of citizens, Lincoln
persuaded the nation to follow him during the darkest years of the Civil War. Through the speeches
and what surrounded them–the great battles and political crises, the president’s private anguish and
despair, the impact of his words on the public, the press, and the nation at war–we see the full
sweep and meaning of the Lincoln presidency. As he weighs the biblical cadences and vigorous
parallel structures that make Lincoln’s rhetoric soar, White identifies a passionate religious strain
that most historians have overlooked. It is White’s contention that as president Lincoln not only grew
into an inspiring leader and determined commander in chief, but also embarked on a spiritual
odyssey that led to a profound understanding of the relationship between human action and divine
will. Brilliantly written, boldly original in conception, The Eloquent President blends history,
biography, and a deep intuitive appreciation for the quality of Lincoln’s extraordinary mind. With
grace and insight, White captures the essence of the four most critical years of Lincoln’s life and
makes the great words live for our time in all their power and beauty. From the Hardcover edition.
  abraham lincoln second inaugural address rhetorical analysis: Every Drop of Blood
Grove/Atlantic, Incorporated, 2021-03-16
  abraham lincoln second inaugural address rhetorical analysis: Rhetorical Criticism Jim
A. Kuypers, 2016-04-21 Now in its second edition, Rhetorical Criticism: Perspectives in Action
presents a thorough, accessible, and well-grounded introduction to contemporary rhetorical
criticism. Systematic chapters contributed by noted experts introduce the fundamental aspects of a
perspective, provide students with an example to model when writing their own criticism, and
address the potentials and pitfalls of the approach. In addition to covering traditional modes of
rhetorical criticism, the volume presents less commonly discussed rhetorical perspectives, exposing
students to a wide cross-section of techniques.
  abraham lincoln second inaugural address rhetorical analysis: Before the Rhetorical
Presidency Martin J. Medhurst, 2008-11-05 Since its identification in 1981, the rhetorical
presidency has drawn both defenders and critics. Chief among those critical of the practice is
political theorist Jeffrey K. Tulis, whose 1987 book, The Rhetorical Presidency, helped popularize the
construct and set forth a sustained analysis of the baleful effects that have allegedly accompanied
the shift from a “constitutional” presidency to a “rhetorical” one. Tulis locates this shift in the
presidencies of Theodore Roosevelt and Woodrow Wilson, arguing that the rhetorical presidency is a
twentieth-century phenomenon. Yet not all scholars agree with this assessment. Before the
Rhetorical Presidency is an attempt to investigate how U.S. presidents in the nineteenth century
communicated with their publics, both congressional and popular. In part 1, Martin J. Medhurst, Mel
Laracey, Jeffrey K. Tulis, and Stephen E. Lucas set forth differing perspectives on how the rhetorical
presidency ought to be understood and evaluated. In part 2, eleven scholars of nineteenth-century



presidential rhetoric investigate the presidencies of Martin Van Buren, John Tyler, James K. Polk,
Franklin Pierce, James Buchanan, Andrew Johnson, Ulysses S. Grant, Rutherford B. Hayes, Benjamin
Harrison, Grover Cleveland, and William McKinley. As the first volume ever to focus on
nineteenth-century presidents from a rhetorical perspective, Before the Rhetorical Presidency
examines administrations, policies, and events that have never before been subjected to rhetorical
analysis. The sometimes startling outcomes of these investigations reveal the need for continuing
debate over the nature, practices, and effects of the rhetorical presidency. In a brief afterword,
Medhurst raises eight challenges to the original formulation of the rhetorical presidency and in so
doing sets forth an agenda for future studies.
  abraham lincoln second inaugural address rhetorical analysis: Lincoln at Cooper Union
Harold Holzer, 2006-11-07 Winner of the Lincoln Prize Lincoln at Cooper Union explores Lincoln's
most influential and widely reported pre-presidential address -- an extraordinary appeal by the
western politician to the eastern elite that propelled him toward the Republican nomination for
president. Delivered in New York in February 1860, the Cooper Union speech dispelled doubts about
Lincoln's suitability for the presidency and reassured conservatives of his moderation while
reaffirming his opposition to slavery to Republican progressives. Award-winning Lincoln scholar
Harold Holzer places Lincoln and his speech in the context of the times -- an era of racism,
politicized journalism, and public oratory as entertainment -- and shows how the candidate framed
the speech as an opportunity to continue his famous debates with his archrival Democrat Stephen A.
Douglas on the question of slavery. Holzer describes the enormous risk Lincoln took by appearing in
New York, where he exposed himself to the country's most critical audience and took on Republican
Senator William Henry Seward of New York, the front runner, in his own backyard. Then he
recounts a brilliant and innovative public relations campaign, as Lincoln took the speech on the road
in his successful quest for the presidency.
  abraham lincoln second inaugural address rhetorical analysis: Lincoln's Melancholy
Joshua Wolf Shenk, 2006-10-02 A nuanced psychological portrait of Abraham Lincoln that finds his
legendary political strengths rooted in his most personal struggles. Giving shape to the deep
depression that pervaded Lincoln's adult life, Joshua Wolf Shenk’s Lincoln’s Melancholy reveals how
this illness influenced both the President’s character and his leadership. Mired in personal suffering
as a young man, Lincoln forged a hard path toward mental health. Shenk draws on seven years of
research from historical record, interviews with Lincoln scholars, and contemporary research on
depression to understand the nature of Lincoln’s unhappiness. In the process, Shenk discovers that
the President’s coping strategies—among them, a rich sense of humor and a tendency toward quiet
reflection—ultimately helped him to lead the nation through its greatest turmoil. A New York Times
Book Review Editors’ Choice SELECTED AS A BEST BOOK OF THE YEAR: Washington Post Book
World, Atlanta Journal-Constituion, St. Louis Post-Dispatch, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette As Featured on
the History Channel documentary Lincoln “Fresh, fascinating, provocative.”—Sanford D. Horwitt,
San Francisco Chronicle “Some extremely beautiful prose and fine political rhetoric and leaves one
feeling close to Lincoln, a considerable accomplishment.”—Andrew Solomon, New York Magazine “A
profoundly human and psychologically important examination of the melancholy that so pervaded
Lincoln's life.”—Kay Redfield Jamison, Ph.D., author of An Unquiet Mind
  abraham lincoln second inaugural address rhetorical analysis: Rhetoric: A Very Short
Introduction Richard Toye, 2013-03-28 Society's attitudes to rhetoric are often very negative. Here,
Richard Toye provides an engaging, historically informed introduction to rhetoric, from Ancient
Greece to the present day. Wide-ranging in its scope, this Very Short Introduction is the essential
starting point for understanding the art of persuasion.
  abraham lincoln second inaugural address rhetorical analysis: Lincoln's Sacred Effort
Lucas E. Morel, 2000-01-19 Lucas Morel examines what the public life of Abraham Lincoln teaches
about the role of religion in a self-governing society. Lincoln's understanding of the requirements of
republican government led him to accommodate and direct religious sentiment toward responsible
self-government. As a successful republic requires a moral or self-controlled people, Lincoln



believed, the moral and religious sensibilities of a society should be nurtured.
  abraham lincoln second inaugural address rhetorical analysis: The Gettysburg Address
Abraham Lincoln, 2009-08-27 The Address was delivered at the dedication of the Soldiers' National
Cemetery in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, on the afternoon of Thursday, November 19, 1863, during
the American Civil War, four and a half months after the Union armies defeated those of the
Confederacy at the decisive Battle of Gettysburg. In just over two minutes, Lincoln invoked the
principles of human equality espoused by the Declaration of Independence and redefined the Civil
War as a struggle not merely for the Union, but as a new birth of freedom that would bring true
equality to all of its citizens, and that would also create a unified nation in which states' rights were
no longer dominant. Throughout history, some books have changed the world. They have
transformed the way we see ourselves - and each other. They have inspired debate, dissent, war and
revolution. They have enlightened, outraged, provoked and comforted. They have enriched lives -
and destroyed them. Now Penguin brings you the works of the great thinkers, pioneers, radicals and
visionaries whose ideas shook civilization and helped make us who we are.
  abraham lincoln second inaugural address rhetorical analysis: Inaugural Presidential
Address Obama Barack, 2016-06-23 Unlike some other reproductions of classic texts (1) We have not
used OCR(Optical Character Recognition), as this leads to bad quality books with introduced typos.
(2) In books where there are images such as portraits, maps, sketches etc We have endeavoured to
keep the quality of these images, so they represent accurately the original artefact. Although
occasionally there may be certain imperfections with these old texts, we feel they deserve to be
made available for future generations to enjoy.
  abraham lincoln second inaugural address rhetorical analysis: Lincoln Fred Kaplan,
2008-10-16 “A fine, invaluable book. . . . Certain to become essential to our understanding of the
16th president. . . . Kaplan meticulously analyzes how Lincoln’s steadily maturing prose style
enabled him to come to grips with slavery and, as his own views evolved, to express his deepening
opposition to it.” — Jonathan Yardley, The Washington Post Book World For Abraham Lincoln,
whether he was composing love letters, speeches, or legal arguments, words mattered. In Lincoln,
acclaimed biographer Fred Kaplan explores the life of America's sixteenth president through his use
of language both as a vehicle to express complex ideas and feelings and as an instrument of
persuasion and empowerment. This unique and engrossing account of Lincoln's life and career
highlights the shortcomings of the modern presidency, reminding us, through Lincoln's legacy and
appreciation for language, that the careful and honest use of words is a necessity for successful
democracy.
  abraham lincoln second inaugural address rhetorical analysis: The Broken Constitution
Noah Feldman, 2021-11-02 A New York Times Book Review Editors' Choice An innovative account of
Abraham Lincoln, constitutional thinker and doer Abraham Lincoln is justly revered for his
brilliance, compassion, humor, and rededication of the United States to achieving liberty and justice
for all. He led the nation into a bloody civil war to uphold the system of government established by
the US Constitution—a system he regarded as the “last best hope of mankind.” But how did Lincoln
understand the Constitution? In this groundbreaking study, Noah Feldman argues that Lincoln
deliberately and recurrently violated the United States’ founding arrangements. When he came to
power, it was widely believed that the federal government could not use armed force to prevent a
state from seceding. It was also assumed that basic civil liberties could be suspended in a rebellion
by Congress but not by the president, and that the federal government had no authority over slavery
in states where it existed. As president, Lincoln broke decisively with all these precedents, and
effectively rewrote the Constitution’s place in the American system. Before the Civil War, the
Constitution was best understood as a compromise pact—a rough and ready deal between states
that allowed the Union to form and function. After Lincoln, the Constitution came to be seen as a
sacred text—a transcendent statement of the nation’s highest ideals. The Broken Constitution is the
first book to tell the story of how Lincoln broke the Constitution in order to remake it. To do so, it
offers a riveting narrative of his constitutional choices and how he made them—and places Lincoln in



the rich context of thinking of the time, from African American abolitionists to Lincoln’s Republican
rivals and Secessionist ideologues. Includes 8 Pages of Black-and-White Illustrations
  abraham lincoln second inaugural address rhetorical analysis: Lincoln's Virtues William
Lee Miller, 2003-02-04 William Lee Miller’s ethical biography is a fresh, engaging telling of the story
of Lincoln’s rise to power. Through careful scrutiny of Lincoln’s actions, speeches, and writings, and
of accounts from those who knew him, Miller gives us insight into the moral development of a great
politician — one who made the choice to go into politics, and ultimately realized that vocation’s
fullest moral possibilities. As Lincoln’s Virtues makes refreshingly clear, Lincoln was not born with
his face on Mount Rushmore; he was an actual human being making choices — moral choices — in a
real world. In an account animated by wit and humor, Miller follows this unschooled frontier
politician’s rise, showing that the higher he went and the greater his power, the worthier his
conduct would become. He would become that rare bird, a great man who was also a good man.
Uniquely revealing of its subject’s heart and mind, it represents a major contribution to our
understanding and of Lincoln, and to the perennial American discussion of the relationship between
politics and morality.
  abraham lincoln second inaugural address rhetorical analysis: The Cambridge
Companion to Abraham Lincoln Shirley Samuels, 2012-07-23 Abraham Lincoln's stature as an
American cultural figure grows from his political legacy. In today's milieu, the speeches he delivered
as the sixteenth president of the United States have become synonymous with American progress,
values and exceptionalism. But what makes Lincoln's language so effective? Highlighting matters of
style, affect, nationalism and history in nineteenth-century America, this collection examines the
rhetorical power of Lincoln's prose – from the earliest legal decisions, stump speeches, anecdotes
and letters, to the Gettysburg Address and the lingering power of the Second Inaugural Address.
Through careful analysis of his correspondence with Civil War generals and his early poetry, the
contributors, all literary and cultural critics, give readers a unique look into Lincoln's private life.
Such a collection enables teachers, students, and readers of American history to assess the impact of
this extraordinary writer – and rare politician – on the world's stage.
  abraham lincoln second inaugural address rhetorical analysis: Classical Rhetoric for
the Modern Student Edward P. J. Corbett, 1974
  abraham lincoln second inaugural address rhetorical analysis: CliffsAP® English
Language and Composition, 3rd Edition ,
  abraham lincoln second inaugural address rhetorical analysis: The Handbook of Rhetoric
and Public Address Shawn J. Parry-Giles, J. Michael Hogan, 2010-05-10 The Handbook of Rhetoric
and Public Address is a state-of-the-art companion to the field that showcases both the historical
traditions and the future possibilities for public address scholarship in the twenty-first century.
Focuses on public address as both a subject matter and a critical perspective Mindful of the
connections between the study of public address and the history of ideas Provides an historical
overview of public address research and pedagogy, as well as a reassessment of contemporary
public address scholarship by those most engaged in its practice Includes in-depth discussions of
basic issues and controversies public address scholarship Explores the relationship between the
study of public address and contemporary issues of civic engagement and democratic citizenship
Reflects the diversity of views among public address scholars, advancing on-going discussions and
debates over the goals and character of rhetorical scholarship
  abraham lincoln second inaugural address rhetorical analysis: Presidents Creating the
Presidency Karlyn Kohrs Campbell, Kathleen Hall Jamieson, 2008-05 Arguing that “the presidency”
is not defined by the Constitution—which doesn’t use the term—but by what presidents say and how
they say it, Deeds Done in Words has been the definitive book on presidential rhetoric for more than
a decade. In Presidents Creating the Presidency, Karlyn Kohrs Campbell and Kathleen Hall Jamieson
expand and recast their classic work for the YouTube era, revealing how our media-saturated age
has transformed the ever-evolving rhetorical strategies that presidents use to increase and sustain
the executive branch’s powers. Identifying the primary genres of presidential oratory, Campbell and



Jamieson add new analyses of signing statements and national eulogies to their explorations of
inaugural addresses, veto messages, and war rhetoric, among other types. They explain that in some
of these genres, such as farewell addresses intended to leave an individual legacy, the president acts
alone; in others, such as State of the Union speeches that urge a legislative agenda, the executive
solicits reaction from the other branches. Updating their coverage through the current
administration, the authors contend that many of these rhetorical acts extend over time: George W.
Bush’s post-September 11 statements, for example, culminated in a speech at the National Cathedral
and became a touchstone for his subsequent address to Congress. For two centuries, presidential
discourse has both succeeded brilliantly and failed miserably at satisfying the demands of audience,
occasion, and institution—and in the process, it has increased and depleted political capital by
enhancing presidential authority or ceding it to the other branches. Illuminating the reasons behind
each outcome, Campbell and Jamieson draw an authoritative picture of how presidents have used
rhetoric to shape the presidency—and how they continue to re-create it.
  abraham lincoln second inaugural address rhetorical analysis: The Rhetorical Presidency
Jeffrey K. Tulis, 2017-11-07 Modern presidents regularly appeal over the heads of Congress to the
people at large to generate support for public policies. The Rhetorical Presidency makes the case
that this development, born at the outset of the twentieth century, is the product of conscious
political choices that fundamentally transformed the presidency and the meaning of American
governance. Now with a new foreword by Russell Muirhead and a new afterword by the author, this
landmark work probes political pathologies and analyzes the dilemmas of presidential statecraft.
Extending a tradition of American political writing that begins with The Federalist and continues
with Woodrow Wilson’s Congressional Government, The Rhetorical Presidency remains a pivotal
work in its field.
  abraham lincoln second inaugural address rhetorical analysis: Ordeal by Fire James M.
McPherson, 1982 Written by a leading Civil War historian and Pulitzer Prize winner, this text
describes the social, economic, political, and ideological conflicts that led to a unique, tragic, and
transitional event in American history. The third edition incorporates recent scholarship and
addresses renewed areas of interest in the Civil War/Reconstruction era including the motivations
and experiences of common soldiers and the role of women in the war effort.
  abraham lincoln second inaugural address rhetorical analysis: Lincoln's Words Abraham
Lincoln, 2001 Our 16th president is best remembered for his leadership in preserving the Union
during the Civil War and initiating the legislation that ended slavery in the United States. Abraham
Lincoln is also remembered as a man of humble beginnings, who through determination and
perseverance was elected to the highest political position in the United States. A humane, farsighted
statesman in his lifetime, he became an American hero after his death. Lincoln has had a lasting
influence on American politics, and his character, integrity, and intellect are best revealed in his
speeches and letters. Book jacket.
  abraham lincoln second inaugural address rhetorical analysis: Lincoln Revisited John Y.
Simon, Harold Holzer, Dawn Vogel, 2009-08-25 This essay collection “draws together some of the
best and brightest Abraham Lincoln scholars around” for a fresh and enlightening view of his life
(The Journal of American History). More than 150 years after his death, Abraham Lincoln remains
the most written-about figure in American history. Lincoln Revisited is a brilliant gathering of fresh
scholarship by the leading Lincoln historians of our time. Brought together by the Lincoln Forum,
these scholars tackle uncharted territory and emerging questions; they also take a new look at
established debates—including debates about their own landmark works. Here, key chapters in
Lincoln’s legacy are revisited—from Matthew Pinsker on Lincoln’s private life; Jean Baker on
religion and the Lincoln marriage; Geoffrey Perret on Lincoln as leader; and Frank J. Williams on
Lincoln and civil liberties in wartime. These eighteen original essays explore every corner of
Lincoln’s world—religion and politics, slavery and sovereignty, presidential leadership and the rule
of law, the Second Inaugural Address and the assassination. In his 1956 classic, Lincoln
Reconsidered, David Herbert Donald confronted the Lincoln myth. Today, the scholars in Lincoln



Revisited give a new generation of students, scholars, and citizens the perspectives vital for
understanding the constantly reinterpreted genius of Abraham Lincoln. “A superb collection.”
—Booklist
  abraham lincoln second inaugural address rhetorical analysis: Abraham Lincoln the
Orator Lois J. Einhorn, 1992-09-30 Although much has been written about Abraham Lincoln, there
has been little rhetorical analysis of how this public man communicated with his listeners. Yet by
studying his rhetoric closely, we can gain real insights into Lincoln as an orator, debater, jester,
lawyer, statesman, leader, and president. This critical appraisal of his public speaking is linked to
transcripts of some major speeches and to a chronology, bibliography, and an index. This useful
one-volume reference is intended for students, scholars, and experts in communications and
rhetoric, political science, and American studies and history. Lois J. Einhorn presents a rhetorical
analysis of Abraham Lincoln's speaking, defining his view toward public speaking, characteristics of
his rhetoric, his use of humor, and the development of his various addresses while president. Texts
of nine selected speeches are printed exactly. A short chronology of speeches, a selected
bibliography of Lincoln as a speaker, and a general index complete this important new reference
work.
  abraham lincoln second inaugural address rhetorical analysis: When They Go Low, We Go
High: Speeches that shape the world – and why we need them Philip Collins, 2017-10-05 A TIMES
BOOK OF THE YEAR ‘For all those who believe in the politics of principle and hope this a wonderful
reminder that they do not always lose. For all those who despair that politics can ever be inspiring
again this is a must-read to shake you out of your misery’ Paddy Ashdown
  abraham lincoln second inaugural address rhetorical analysis: Lincoln's Political Thought
George Kateb, 2015-02-02 One of the most influential philosophers of liberalism turns his attention
to the complexity of Lincoln’s political thought. At the center of Lincoln’s career is an intense
passion for equality, a passion that runs so deep in the speeches, messages, and letters that it has
the force of religious conviction for Lincoln. George Kateb examines these writings to reveal that
this passion explains Lincoln’s reverence for both the Constitution and the Union. The abolition of
slavery was not originally a tenet of Lincoln’s political religion. He affirmed almost to the end of his
life that the preservation of the Union was more important than ending slavery. This attitude was
consistent with his judgment that at the founding, the agreement to incorporate slaveholding into
the Constitution, and thus secure a Constitution, was more vital to the cause of equality than
struggling to keep slavery out of the new nation. In Kateb’s reading, Lincoln destroys the
Constitution twice, by suspending it as a wartime measure and then by enacting the Thirteenth
Amendment to abolish slavery. The first instance was an effort to save the Constitution; the second
was an effort to transform it, by making it answer the Declaration’s promises of equality. The man
who emerges in Kateb’s account proves himself adequate to the most terrible political situation in
American history. Lincoln’s political life, however, illustrates the unsettling truth that in democratic
politics—perhaps in all politics—it is nearly impossible to do the right thing for the right reasons,
honestly stated.
  abraham lincoln second inaugural address rhetorical analysis: The History and Theory
of Rhetoric James A. Herrick, 2015-08-07 The History and Theory of Rhetoric offers discussion of
the history of rhetorical studies in the Western tradition, from ancient Greece to contemporary
American and European theorists that is easily accessible to students. By tracing the historical
progression of rhetoric from the Greek Sophists of the 5th Century B.C. all the way to contemporary
studies–such as the rhetoric of science and feminist rhetoric–this comprehensive text helps students
understand how persuasive public discourse performs essential social functions and shapes our daily
worlds. Students gain conceptual framework for evaluating and practicing persuasive writing and
speaking in a wide range of settings and in both written and visual media. Known for its clear
writing style and contemporary examples throughout, The History and Theory of Rhetoric
emphasizes the relevance of rhetoric to today's students.
  abraham lincoln second inaugural address rhetorical analysis: Our American Cousin Tom



Taylor, 2023-06-25 Our American Cousin is a three-act play written by English playwright Tom
Taylor. The play opened in London in 1858 but quickly made its way to the U.S. and premiered at
Laura Keene’s Theatre in New York City later that year. It remained popular in the U.S. and England
for the next several decades. Its most notable claim to fame, however, is that it was the play U.S.
President Abraham Lincoln was watching on April 14, 1865 when he was assassinated by John
Wilkes Booth, who used his knowledge of the script to shoot Lincoln during a more raucous scene.
The play is a classic Victorian farce with a whole range of stereotyped characters, business, and
many entrances and exits. The plot features a boorish but honest American cousin who travels to the
aristocratic English countryside to claim his inheritance, and then quickly becomes swept up in the
family’s affairs. An inevitable rescue of the family’s fortunes and of the various damsels in distress
ensues. Our American Cousin was originally written as a farce for an English audience, with the
laughs coming mostly at the expense of the naive American character. But after it moved to the U.S.
it was eventually recast as a comedy where English caricatures like the pompous Lord Dundreary
soon became the primary source of hilarity. This early version, published in 1869, contains fewer of
that character’s nonsensical adages, which soon came to be known as “Dundrearyisms,” and for
which the play eventually gained much of its popular appeal.
  abraham lincoln second inaugural address rhetorical analysis: From Perception to
Meaning Beate Hampe, 2008-08-22 The 1987 landmark publications by G. Lakoff and M. Johnson
made image schema one of the cornerstone concepts of the emerging experientialist paradigm of
Cognitive Linguistics, a framework founded upon the rejection of the mind-body dichotomy and
stressing the fundamentally embodied nature of meaning, imagination and reason - hence language.
Conceived of as the pre-linguistic, dynamic and highly schematic gestalts arising directly from motor
movement, object manipulation, and perceptual interaction, image schemas served to anchor
abstract reasoning and imagination to sensori-motor patterns in the conceptual theory of metaphor.
Being itself informed by preceding crosslinguistic work on semantic primitives in the linguistic
representations of spatial relations (carried out by L. Talmy, R. Langacker, and others), the notion
has inspired a large amount of subsequent research and debate on diverse issues ranging from the
meaning, structure and acquisition of natural languages to the embodied mind itself. From
Perception to Meaning is the first survey of current image-schema theory and offers a collection of
original and innovative essays by leading scholars, many of whom have shaped the theory from the
very beginning. The edition unites essays on major issues in recent research on image-schemas -
from aspects of their definition and linguistic formalization, their psychological status and neural
grounding to their role as semantic universals and primitives in language acquisition. The book will
thus not only be welcomed by linguists of a cognitive orientation, but will prove relevant to
philosophers, psychologists, and anthropologists interested in language, and indeed to anyone
studying the embodied mind.
  abraham lincoln second inaugural address rhetorical analysis: Lincoln's Sword Douglas L.
Wilson, 2011-11-02 Widely considered in his own time as a genial but provincial lightweight who was
out of place in the presidency, Abraham Lincoln astonished his allies and confounded his adversaries
by producing a series of speeches and public letters so provocative that they helped revolutionize
public opinion on such critical issues as civil liberties, the use of black soldiers, and the
emancipation of slaves. This is a brilliant and unprecedented examination of how Lincoln used the
power of words to not only build his political career but to keep the country united during the Civil
War.
  abraham lincoln second inaugural address rhetorical analysis: Abraham Lincoln and
American Political Religion Glen E. Thurow, 1976-06-30 Lincoln's major public speeches are
examined in this analysis of his attempt to create a political religion through his language of intense
religious feeling.



Additional Resources
The Life of Abraham - Bible Study
Finally, Abraham's faith is tested when God commands him to sacrifice his only son Isaac.
In our next lesson, we will learn about the life of the person God used to delivery his
people out of …

Life of Abraham Timeline - Bible Study
Abraham journeys to Gerar and, once again, has Sarah lie about their relationship. The
patriarch, although once again caught in a deception, is saved by God's intervention and
allowed to live …

Abraham's Family Tree Chart - Bible Study
Abraham was originally named Abram (Genesis 17:1-5). He left his home in Ur of the
Chaldees to live in Haran, but soon moved from there to live in the land of Canaan. Sarah,
whose …

Abraham's Journey to Promised Land Map - Bible Study
Birth and Early Life of Abraham. Abram (Abraham) is born in 1960 B.C. to a 130 year old
man named Terah living in Ur of the Chaldees. He is the third son in a family composed of
older …

Abraham's Lineage to Jesus Chart - Bible Study
It was Abraham who named the city of Beersheba (Genesis 21:31). Jacob renamed the city
of Luz to Bethel (Genesis 28:19). He also renamed the place where he and Laban agreed
to …

Why Did Abraham Try to Save Sodom? - Bible Study
And he (Abraham) said, "Oh do not let the Lord be angry, and I will speak only once more.
Perhaps only ten shall be found there." And He said, "I will not destroy it for ten’s sake" …

Genealogy of Shem to Abraham - Bible Study
The genealogy from Shem to Abraham is the fifth found in the Bible. Preceding it are the
lineages of Cain (Genesis 4), Seth (Genesis 5), Japheth and Ham (Genesis 10). For the
eleven post …

Where Did Abraham Live? - Bible Study
The city of Ur, where Abraham first lived, is one of the first places on earth where humans
established a settlement. Modern archeological dating of the city to around 3,800 B.C.
means …

Age at Which Isaac Was to Be Sacrificed - Bible Study
An ancient tradition of Jewish Rabbis states that the assumed death of Abraham's son
caused his mother Sarah to perish (1906 Jewish Encyclopedia). They believe (without
Biblical support) …

Why Did God Want Isaac Sacrificed? - Bible Study
Abraham had the faith to sacrifice Isaac, if needed, because he understood that God had
the power to resurrect him from the dead (Hebrews 11:19). All the great blessings that
would befall …
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