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Abstract: The "Above the Law" rankings, while not the sole determinant of a law firm's
success, significantly influence the industry. This article delves into the methodologies
behind these rankings, their impact on associate recruitment, firm prestige, client
acquisition, and ultimately, the overall health of the legal market. We examine both the
positive and negative consequences, exploring the ethical considerations and potential
biases involved.

Understanding the "Above the Law" Rankings1.

The term "Above the Law rankings" generally refers to the various rankings and analyses
published by the influential legal news website, Above the Law. These rankings aren't just
arbitrary lists; they represent attempts to quantify aspects of law firm performance, often
focusing on associate satisfaction, compensation, prestige, and billable hours. Above the
Law rankings capture the attention of law students, young lawyers, and even established
partners, shaping perceptions and influencing career decisions. The website's reach and
influence on public opinion make its rankings a noteworthy force within the legal industry.
Understanding how these rankings are compiled is crucial to understanding their impact.

The Methodology and its Limitations1.



Above the Law utilizes a variety of sources and methodologies in its rankings, often
combining publicly available data with anonymous surveys of lawyers. This approach
provides a somewhat unique perspective, but it's crucial to recognize its inherent
limitations. The reliance on anonymous surveys introduces the risk of bias, potentially
reflecting the viewpoints of a specific subset of the legal community. Moreover, Above the
Law rankings often focus on specific metrics, such as associate compensation or billable
hours, which might not comprehensively capture the overall quality of legal work or the
firm's contributions to the broader community. The methodologies employed, while
insightful, are not without flaws and should be interpreted cautiously.

Impact on Associate Recruitment and Retention1.

Above the Law rankings have a profound impact on associate recruitment and retention.
Top-ranked firms frequently attract the most desirable candidates from elite law schools.
Aspiring lawyers often prioritize firms with high rankings, viewing them as indicators of
prestige, compensation, and career advancement opportunities. This competitive landscape
pushes firms to improve their associate programs and benefits to maintain their standing in
the Above the Law rankings. However, a singular focus on these rankings could potentially
lead to neglecting other important aspects of firm culture and employee well-being.

The Influence on Client Acquisition and Firm Prestige1.

While not directly impacting client acquisition in the same way as, for instance, a strong
track record of successful litigation, Above the Law rankings indirectly contribute to a firm's
prestige. A highly ranked firm is often perceived as more prestigious and thus more
desirable to clients seeking high-quality legal services. This perception can be especially
important in high-stakes cases where the reputation of the representing firm can influence
the outcome. The prestige factor derived from Above the Law rankings can translate into
increased client acquisition and profitability.

Ethical Considerations and Potential Biases1.

The impact of Above the Law rankings raises several ethical considerations. The emphasis
on certain metrics can unintentionally incentivize undesirable behaviors, such as excessive
billable hours at the expense of work-life balance or an overemphasis on short-term gains.
Potential biases within the ranking methodologies, arising from the reliance on self-reported
data, could also skew the results and unfairly disadvantage firms that might prioritize other
values or have different organizational structures. Openly acknowledging these limitations
and potential biases is crucial for a responsible interpretation of these rankings.

Beyond the Rankings: A Holistic View of Firm Success1.



While Above the Law rankings offer a valuable snapshot of the legal industry, they should
not be considered the sole determinant of a firm's success. A holistic view should
encompass factors such as pro bono work, commitment to diversity and inclusion,
innovative legal approaches, and the overall contribution to the community. Over-reliance
on these rankings can be detrimental, potentially leading firms to neglect other critical
aspects of their operation. A balanced approach is necessary, recognizing both the value of
these rankings and their limitations.

The Future of Above the Law Rankings1.

The influence of Above the Law rankings is likely to persist, given the website’s popularity
and the inherent competitive nature of the legal profession. However, as the industry
evolves, so too might the methodologies employed in these rankings. It's crucial to
anticipate future changes and to continually evaluate the validity and reliability of these
measures. A transparent and adaptable ranking system will be crucial to maintaining its
relevance and integrity in the future.

Conclusion1.

Above the Law rankings are a powerful force in the legal industry, influencing recruitment,
firm prestige, and even client acquisition. While valuable for providing insights into specific
metrics, they should be interpreted cautiously, acknowledging their limitations and
potential biases. A holistic view of firm success that incorporates a wider range of factors is
crucial for a well-rounded assessment. The future of these rankings hinges on adaptability,
transparency, and a broader understanding of what truly defines a successful and ethical
law firm.

FAQs:

Are Above the Law rankings the only important rankings in the legal industry? No,1.
several other publications and organizations produce law firm rankings, each with its
own methodology and focus.

How often are Above the Law rankings updated? The frequency varies depending on1.
the specific ranking; some are annual, while others may be updated more frequently.



Can a law firm manipulate its Above the Law ranking? Direct manipulation is unlikely,1.
but firms can influence their position by focusing on the metrics used in the rankings.

Do Above the Law rankings reflect the quality of legal work? Not directly; they1.
primarily reflect associate satisfaction, compensation, and prestige, not necessarily
the quality of legal services.

Are small firms disadvantaged by Above the Law rankings? Yes, smaller firms often1.
lack the resources and visibility to compete effectively in rankings focused on larger
firms.

What are the ethical implications of focusing solely on Above the Law rankings? An1.
overemphasis can lead to neglecting other important aspects of firm culture, such as
employee well-being and pro bono work.

How do Above the Law rankings compare to other legal rankings? Different rankings1.
use different methodologies, focusing on various aspects of firm performance.
Comparisons require careful consideration of the methodologies used.

Can Above the Law rankings predict a firm's future success? Not definitively; they1.
offer a snapshot of the present, but future success depends on various other factors.

Where can I find the latest Above the Law rankings? The latest rankings are typically1.
available on the Above the Law website.

Related Articles:

The Impact of Law Firm Rankings on Associate Compensation: This article analyzes1.
the correlation between Above the Law rankings and associate salaries.



Above the Law Rankings and Firm Culture: An exploration of the relationship between1.
rankings and the overall culture and well-being within a law firm.

The Methodology Behind Above the Law Rankings: A Critical Analysis: A detailed1.
breakdown of the methods used to compile the rankings and their limitations.

How Law Firms Can Improve Their Above the Law Rankings: Practical strategies for1.
firms to enhance their position in the rankings.

Associate Satisfaction and Above the Law Rankings: A Case Study: An in-depth1.
examination of associate feedback and its impact on rankings.

The Influence of Above the Law Rankings on Client Selection: This article explores how1.
clients use rankings to select their legal representation.

Above the Law Rankings: A Comparison with Other Industry Rankings: A comparative1.
analysis of different ranking systems in the legal industry.

Diversity and Inclusion in Above the Law Rankings: An analysis of how diversity1.
metrics are (or are not) reflected in the rankings.

The Future of Legal Rankings: Predictions and Trends: This article speculates on the1.
future evolution of legal rankings and their impact on the industry.

  above the law rankings: Failing Law Schools Brian Z. Tamanaha, 2012-06-18 “An essential
title for anyone thinking of law school or concerned with America's dysfunctional legal system.”
—Library Journal On the surface, law schools today are thriving. Enrollments are on the rise and law
professors are among the highest paid. Yet behind the flourishing facade, law schools are failing
abjectly. Recent front-page stories have detailed widespread dubious practices, including false



reporting of LSAT and GPA scores, misleading placement reports, and the fundamental failure to
prepare graduates to enter the profession. Addressing all these problems and more is renowned
legal scholar Brian Z. Tamanaha. Piece by piece, Tamanaha lays out the how and why of the crisis
and the likely consequences if the current trend continues. The out-of-pocket cost of obtaining a law
degree at many schools now approaches $200,000. The average law school graduate’s debt is
around $100,000—the highest it has ever been—while the legal job market is the worst in decades.
Growing concern with the crisis in legal education has led to high-profile coverage in the Wall Street
Journal and the New York Times, and many observers expect it soon will be the focus of
congressional scrutiny. Bringing to the table his years of experience from within the legal academy,
Tamanaha provides the perfect resource for assessing what’s wrong with law schools and figuring
out how to fix them. “Failing Law Schools presents a comprehensive case for the negative side of the
legal education debate and I am sure that many legal academics and every law school dean will be
talking about it.” —Stanley Fish, Florida International University College of Law
  above the law rankings: Legal Asylum Paul Goldstein, 2017 Legal Asylum is a satiric tale of
the lengths an ambitious law school dean will go to in order to secure her school into the top 5 of the
US News and World Report annual ranking of the nation's best law schools--
  above the law rankings: Is International Law International? Anthea Roberts, 2017 This
book challenges the idea that international law looks the same from anywhere in the world. Instead,
how international lawyers understand and approach their field is often deeply influenced by the
national contexts in which they lived, studied, and worked. International law in the United States
and in the United Kingdom looks different compared to international law in China and Russia,
though some approaches (particularly Western, Anglo-American ones) are more influential outside
their borders than others. Given shifts in geopolitical power and the rise of non-Western powers like
China, it is increasingly important for international lawyers to understand how others coming from
diverse backgrounds approach the field. By examining the international law academies and
textbooks of the five permanent members of the UN Security Council, Roberts provides a window
into these different communities of international lawyers, and she uncovers some of the similarities
and differences in how they understand and approach international law.
  above the law rankings: The American Legal Profession Christopher P. Banks, 2023-11-10 This
book is a tight and fresh analysis of the American legal profession and its significance to society and
its citizens. The book’s primary objective is to expose, and correct, the principal misconceptions—
myths— surrounding prelaw study, law school admission, law school, and the American legal
profession itself. These issues are vitally important to prelaw advisors and instructors in light of the
difficult problems caused by the Great Recessions of 2008 and 2020– 2021 and the disruptions
caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. Aimed equally at prelaw advisors and potential law students, this
book can be used as a supplement in the interdisciplinary undergraduate law-related instructional
market, including courses that cater to majors/minors in political science and criminal justice in
particular. It can also be used in career counselling, internships, and the extensive paralegal
program market. New to the Second Edition • Expanded coverage to include paralegal and legal
assistant training. • New material on women and minority law students who are transforming law
schools and the profession. • Explores challenges to the legal profession posed by economic
recession, COVID-19, high tuition rates, exploding student loan debt, internet technological
advances, and global competitive pressures, including legal outsourcing and DIY legal services. •
Updated data and tables along with all underlying research.
  above the law rankings: Piece to Text on the Monument and One: Letters with the
International Body Managers Kiyoung Kim, 2018-08-17 The aims of this book is clear and
straightforward. It was motivated to convert an inhumane or insipid experience with the various
sources of global ranking into the kind of humanly and cultural experience within our daily lifestyle.
Their outlook from presentation is masked with the number purely and perhaps through a myriad of
complicated data or ranking information. The concept or self-identification within the experience or
exposure would be less substantial or hard to get palpable. My attempt to improve this aspect of



contemporary practice certainly will fall short, but you can sense in some paragraphs or titles. I
wrote this small piece of book in the end to take care of human integrity and stories for advancing
the inherence and liveliness of interested actors or consumers despite all the wind-heads from the
turf of existing ranking sources.
  above the law rankings: Law Mart Riaz Tejani, 2017-07-18 American law schools are in deep
crisis. Enrollment is down, student loan debt is up, and the profession's supply of high-paying jobs is
shrinking. Meanwhile, thousands of graduates remain underemployed while the legal needs of
low-income communities go substantially unmet. Many blame overregulation and seek a free market
to solve the problem, but this has already been tested. Seizing on a deregulatory policy shift at the
American Bar Association, private equity financiers established the first for-profit law schools in the
early 2000s with the stated mission to increase access to justice by serving the underserved.
Pursuing this mission at a feverish rate of growth, they offered the promise of professional upward
mobility through high-tech, simplified teaching and learning. In Law Mart, a vivid ethnography of
one such environment, Riaz Tejani argues that the rise of for-profit law schools shows the limits of a
market-based solution to American access to justice. Building on theories in law, political economy,
and moral anthropology, Tejani reveals how for-profit law schools marketed themselves directly to
ethnoracial and socioeconomic minority communities, relaxed admission standards, increased
diversity, shook up established curricula, and saw student success rates plummet. They contributed
to a dramatic rise in U.S. law student debt burdens while charging premium tuition financed
up-front through federal loans over time. If economic theories have so influenced legal scholarship,
what happens when they come to shape law school transactions, governance, and oversight? For
students promised professional citizenship by these institutions, is there a need for protections that
better uphold institutional quality and sustainability? Offering an unprecedented glimpse of this
landscape, Law Mart is a colorful foray into these essential questions.
  above the law rankings: The Addicted Lawyer Brian Cuban, 2017-08-29 Brian Cuban was
living a lie. With a famous last name and a successful career as a lawyer, Brian was able to hide his
clinical depression and alcohol and cocaine addictions—for a while. Today, as an inspirational
speaker in long-term recovery, Brian looks back on his journey with honesty, compassion, and even
humor as he reflects both on what he has learned about himself and his career choice and how the
legal profession enables addiction. His demons, which date to his childhood, controlled him through
failed marriages and stays in a psychiatric facility, until they brought him to the brink of suicide.
That was his wake-up call. This is his story. Brian also takes an in-depth look at why there is such a
high percentage of problematic alcohol use and other mental health issues in the legal profession.
What types of therapies work? Are 12-step programs the only answer? Brian also includes interviews
with experts on the subject as well as others in the profession who are now in recovery. The
Addicted Lawyer is both a serious study of addiction and a compelling story of redemption.
  above the law rankings: The Empire Strikes Back Arthur D. Austin, 1998-09 Austin
(jurisprudence, Case Western Reserve University) addresses the fight for dominance between legal
scholarship and the liberal white male establishment that currently dominates legal education and
practice. He describes the struggle between the sometimes paranoid and antipragmatic outsiders
(feminists, critical race theorists, and critical legal studies scholars) and the demographically larger
camp of traditionalists which he believes to be imperious, closed-minded, and self-perpetuating.
Annotation copyrighted by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR
  above the law rankings: ABA Journal , 1998-08 The ABA Journal serves the legal profession.
Qualified recipients are lawyers and judges, law students, law librarians and associate members of
the American Bar Association.
  above the law rankings: A Decade of World E-Government Rankings T. Obi, N. Iwasaki,
2015-09-08 The field of e-Government has emerged alongside the developments in information
technology in recent decades, and has become an increasingly important factor in all our lives. It has
faced a wide range of challenges from the changing technologies of the internet/digital economy,
such as IOT, big data, cloud and 4G mobile, as well as the rapid growth of ICT innovations and



applications. The Institute of e-Government at Waseda University, Japan, was established in 2001,
and this book is the latest in the series of e-Government ranking surveys published by the Institute
since 2005. The book is divided into three parts, the first of which is an overview of the
e-Government ranking survey including a section on historical trends, the 2015 ranking and
e-Government ranking by indicators. The second part covers findings and trends, and includes
analysis in the fields of digital/internet economy, IOT, cloud, open/big data, cyber security, smart
cities, social media and e-aging. The last section presents 63 country reports. The lessons learnt
from the best practices explode in this book will contribute greatly to the work of all those involved
in setting up, developing and improving e-Government worldwide.
  above the law rankings: ABA Journal , 1998-08 The ABA Journal serves the legal profession.
Qualified recipients are lawyers and judges, law students, law librarians and associate members of
the American Bar Association.
  above the law rankings: Hot Topics in the Legal Profession - 2012 Steven Alan Childress,
2012-01-29 Current important events in the U.S. legal profession and legal ethics, with useful
research and analysis of the rules and the profession's current status, are explored by Tulane law
students from an advanced ethics seminar. The collection is edited by Tulane legal ethics professor
Steven Alan Childress, and he previews in his Foreword the students' explorations of the big stories
of 2011. Purchase of this book benefits Tulane's Public Interest Law Foundation, a nonprofit student
group that funds public interest placements and indigent client representations throughout the
country. The timely topics include: prosecutorial relationships with public defenders, bar discipline
for behavior outside the practice of law, false guilty pleas, the capital defense of Jared Loughner,
Justice Scalia's seminar for conservative congressmembers, sensitivity to cultural competence, legal
outsourcing and competition, the dilemma of student debt in a slowed legal economy, the practice of
law by legal websites like LegalZoom, and the advocate-witness rule.
  above the law rankings: Supreme Ambitions David Lat, 2015 Supreme Ambitions details the
rise of Audrey Coyne, a recent Yale Law School graduate who dreams of clerking for the U.S.
Supreme Court someday. Audrey moves to California to clerk for Judge Christina Wong Stinson, a
highly regarded appeals-court judge who is Audrey's ticket to a Supreme Court clerkship. While
working for the powerful and driven Judge Stinson, Audrey discovers that high ambitions come with
a high price. Toss in some headline-making cases, a little romance, and a pesky judicial gossip blog,
and you have a legal novel with the inside scoop you'd expect from the founder of Above the Law,
one of the nation's most widely read and influential legal websites.
  above the law rankings: Glass Half Full Benjamin H. Barton, 2015 A counterintuitive and
optimistic reconsideration of the crisis in the American legal profession
  above the law rankings: Race to Judgment Frederic Block, 2017-10-10 Fast paced legal thriller
and powerful urban drama from Frederic Block, the Brooklyn based federal judge who sentenced
Peter Gotti of the Gambino crime family. Based partly on fact and seething racial tensions and
political corruption, it doesn't get any more New York than Race to Judgment! Race to Judgment is a
reality-fiction debut novel loosely based on a number of high-profile cases handled by its author, a
federal trial court judge, over his 23 years on the federal bench in Brooklyn-such as the Crown
Heights riots and the Peter Gotti trial. It tracks the rise of the fictional African-American civil rights
protagonist Ken Williams (in real life, the recently deceased Brooklyn DA Ken Thompson) from his
days as an Assistant United States Attorney through his meteoric rise to unseat the long-term,
corrupt Brooklyn DA because of a spate of phony convictions against black defendants, including
another one of the judge's real cases (JoJo Jones in the book) for the murder of a Hasidic rabbi.
Williams' dramatic courtroom antics (with the aid of his colorful private eye) results in JoJo's
exoneration after 16 years behind bars. In addition, Williams defends a young black guidance
counselor accused of killing the rabbi's son many years ago, and champions the cause of a young
Hasidic woman raped by her father. As a hobby, Williams plays jazz piano and writes country songs
written by the author-which are reproduced in the book and can be heard on e-books and the
Internet.



  above the law rankings: The Lawyer Bubble Steven J Harper, 2016-03-08 A noble profession is
facing its defining moment. From law schools to the prestigious firms that represent the pinnacle of
a legal career, a crisis is unfolding. News headlines tell part of the story—the growing oversupply of
new lawyers, widespread career dissatisfaction, and spectacular implosions of pre-eminent law
firms. Yet eager hordes of bright young people continue to step over each other as they seek jobs
with high rates of depression, life-consuming hours, and little assurance of financial stability. The
Great Recession has only worsened these trends, but correction is possible and, now, imperative. In
The Lawyer Bubble, Steven J. Harper reveals how a culture of short-term thinking has blinded some
of the nation’s finest minds to the long-run implications of their actions. Law school deans have
ceded independent judgment to flawed U.S. News & World Report rankings criteria in the quest to
maximize immediate results. Senior partners in the nation’s large law firms have focused on current
profits to enhance American Lawyer rankings and individual wealth at great cost to their
institutions. Yet, wiser decisions—being honest about the legal job market, revisiting the financial
incentives currently driving bad behavior, eliminating the billable hour model, and more—can take
the profession to a better place. A devastating indictment of the greed, shortsightedness, and
dishonesty that now permeate the legal profession, this insider account is essential reading for
anyone who wants to know how things went so wrong and how the profession can right itself once
again.
  above the law rankings: Barron's Guide to Law Schools Elliott M. Epstein, Jerome Shostak,
Lawrence M. Troy, 1983
  above the law rankings: LSAT Logic Games , 2011 This guide offers students the practice they
need to become familiar with the Logic Games section, while covering the best methodology to
approaching this section. There are a total of 50 practice games, each accompanied by five to seven
practice questions--
  above the law rankings: Engines of Anxiety Wendy Nelson Espeland, Michael Sauder, Wendy
Espeland, 2016-05-09 Students and the public routinely consult various published college rankings
to assess the quality of colleges and universities and easily compare different schools. However,
many institutions have responded to the rankings in ways that benefit neither the schools nor their
students. In Engines of Anxiety, sociologists Wendy Espeland and Michael Sauder delve deep into
the mechanisms of law school rankings, which have become a top priority within legal education.
Based on a wealth of observational data and over 200 in-depth interviews with law students,
university deans, and other administrators, they show how the scramble for high rankings has
affected the missions and practices of many law schools. Engines of Anxiety tracks how rankings,
such as those published annually by the U.S. News & World Report, permeate every aspect of legal
education, beginning with the admissions process. The authors find that prospective law students
not only rely heavily on such rankings to evaluate school quality, but also internalize rankings as
expressions of their own abilities and flaws. For example, they often view rejections from “first-tier”
schools as a sign of personal failure. The rankings also affect the decisions of admissions officers,
who try to balance admitting diverse classes with preserving the school’s ranking, which is
dependent on factors such as the median LSAT score of the entering class. Espeland and Sauder find
that law schools face pressure to admit applicants with high test scores over lower-scoring
candidates who possess other favorable credentials. Engines of Anxiety also reveals how rankings
have influenced law schools’ career service departments. Because graduates’ job placements play a
major role in the rankings, many institutions have shifted their career-services resources toward
tracking placements, and away from counseling and network-building. In turn, law firms regularly
use school rankings to recruit and screen job candidates, perpetuating a cycle in which highly
ranked schools enjoy increasing prestige. As a result, the rankings create and reinforce a rigid
hierarchy that penalizes lower-tier schools that do not conform to the restrictive standards used in
the rankings. The authors show that as law schools compete to improve their rankings, their
programs become more homogenized and less accessible to non-traditional students. The ranking
system is considered a valuable resource for learning about more than 200 law schools. Yet, Engines



of Anxiety shows that the drive to increase a school’s rankings has negative consequences for
students, educators, and administrators and has implications for all educational programs that are
quantified in similar ways.
  above the law rankings: University Rankings Jung Cheol Shin, Robert K. Toutkoushian,
Ulrich Teichler, 2011-06-06 This ground-breaking and exhaustive analysis of university ranking
surveys scrutinizes their theoretical bases, methodological issues, societal impact, and policy
implications, providing readers with a deep understanding of these controversial comparators. The
authors propose that university rankings are misused by policymakers and institutional leaders alike.
They assert that these interested parties overlook the highly problematic internal logic of ranking
methodologies even as they obsess over the surveys’ assessment of their status. The result is that
institutions suffer from short-termism, realigning their resources to maximize their relative rankings.
While rankings are widely used in policy and academic discussions, this is the first book to explore
the theoretical and methodological issues of ranking itself. It is a welcome contribution to an often
highly charged debate. Far from showing how to manipulate the system, this collection of work by
key researchers aims to enlighten interested parties.
  above the law rankings: Big Law Ron Liebman, 2017-01-10 “Big Law has it all. A locomotive
drive, a fantastic, appealing, big-hearted narrative voice, and an inside and very entertaining look at
the intersection of big law and big business. Smart and truly unputdownable.” —John Lescroart As a
young partner at Dunn & Sullivan, one of New York's most prestigious law firms, Carney Blake has
represented dozens of high-profile clients. But being a pawn of Big Law often means defending the
corporate dirt bags of the world—the spillers, the drillers, and the killers. Morality aside, Carney is
starting to make a name for himself, despite having a father who resents his success and an
unpredictable big brother bent on self-destruction. So when Carney is suddenly asked by his firm's
chairman to represent the plaintiffs in a class action lawsuit—and not, as usual, the corporate bad
guys—he warily accepts. Maybe they're turning a corner, he thinks. And even if they aren't, when
else has a junior partner been assigned such a major case, with a possible billion dollar payout? But
Carney can't fool himself for very long. As he digs deeper into the case, he uncovers corruption and
maliciously orchestrated schemes that go straight to the top of Dunn & Sullivan—along with the true
motives behind his placement on the case. Written by former top litigator Ron Liebman, Big Law is a
thrilling, fast-paced roman à clef that exposes the secrecy, deception, and machinations underlining
America’s most powerful mega-firms.
  above the law rankings: The Scottish Law Reporter , 1882
  above the law rankings: Fixing Law Schools Benjamin H. Barton, 2019-12-17 An urgent plea
for much needed reforms to legal education The period from 2008 to 2018 was a lost decade for
American law schools. Employment results were terrible. Applications and enrollment cratered.
Revenue dropped precipitously and several law schools closed. Almost all law schools shrank in
terms of students, faculty, and staff. A handful of schools even closed. Despite these dismal results,
law school tuition outran inflation and student indebtedness exploded, creating a truly toxic brew of
higher costs for worse results. The election of Donald Trump in 2016 and the subsequent role of
hero-lawyers in the “resistance” has made law school relevant again and applications have
increased. However, despite the strong early returns, we still have no idea whether law schools are
out of the woods or not. If the Trump Bump is temporary or does not result in steady enrollment
increases, more schools will close. But if it does last, we face another danger. We tend to hope that
crises bring about a process of creative destruction, where a downturn causes some businesses to
fail and other businesses to adapt. And some of the reforms needed at law schools are obvious:
tuition fees need to come down, teaching practices need to change, there should be greater
regulations on law schools that fail to deliver on employment and bar passage. Ironically, the
opposite has happened for law schools: they suffered a harrowing, near-death experience and the
survivors look like they’re going to exhale gratefully and then go back to doing exactly what led
them into the crisis in the first place. The urgency of this book is to convince law school stakeholders
(faculty, students, applicants, graduates, and regulators) not to just return to business as usual if the



Trump Bump proves to be permanent. We have come too far, through too much, to just shrug our
shoulders and move on.
  above the law rankings: Practitioner's Handbook on International Arbitration and
Mediation - Third Edition Richard Chernick, Daniel M. Kolkey, Barbara Reeves Neal, 2012-04-01
The Practitioner's Handbook on International Arbitration and Mediation, 3rd Edition is a unique
work with each chapter written by a well-known practitioner and expert in the field. It covers each
step of the international arbitration and mediation process and offers separate chapters that
summarize the laws of leading arbitral venues. This Handbook is intended to make the reader into a
better practitioner or arbitrator/mediator. Moreover, each chapter has been written to provide
practical advice and guidance. Unlike many works with multiple authors, this work is not simply a
collection of essays on a general subject. This book is a unified work with cross references among
the chapters and a consistent format throughout. The Practitioner's Handbook is divided into three
parts. Part One describes in detail each step of the international arbitration process and offers tips.
Part Two deals with each step and facet of an international mediation. Each of these chapters is
filled with Practitioners’ Expert Commentary. Part Three summarizes the laws of leading arbitral
jurisdictions, like Hong Kong, England, Switzerland, and France. These chapters give you detailed
guidance on the laws governing international arbitration in that particular jurisdiction. As a result,
the chapters in Part Three are a bit more technical as the authors realized that the reader would
need citations to and commentary on the local arbitration statutes and rules. The CD ROM that
accompanies this Work contains relevant original source material that is germane to the text. A
review of the table of contents of the material contained on the CD ROM will acquaint you with the
range of material covered.
  above the law rankings: Special Issue: Law Firms, Legal Culture and Legal Practice Austin
Sarat, 2010-09-24 Large law firms have become a dominant feature of the legal landscape in the
United States and elsewhere. This volume of Studies in Law, Politics, and Society examines the
situation of large law firms.
  above the law rankings: Strategy Martin Kornberger, 2011-01-28 Covering all the core
elements that business students need to know about the economic dimension of strategy, this text
offers a fresh approach by also placing strategy in its social, political, and organizational context.
Students are introduced to the links between strategic management and strategizing processes on
the one hand and organizational politics and power relations on the other. The book integrates
concerns about ethics and globalization, and corporate social responsibility and sustainability, to
provide a provocative and critically engaged approach to understanding strategy in the
post-financial crisis world.
  above the law rankings: Law Department Benchmarks Rees W. Morrison, 2001
  above the law rankings: Legal Education Opportunities, Hearing Before the Special
Subcommittee on Education Of.... United States. Congress. House. Committee on Education and
Labor, 1974
  above the law rankings: Hearings, Reports, Public Laws United States. Congress. House.
Committee on Education and Labor, 1967
  above the law rankings: Hearings, Reports and Prints of the House Committee on Education
and Labor United States. Congress. House. Committee on Education and Labor, 1974
  above the law rankings: Legal Education Opportunities United States. Congress. House.
Committee on Education and Labor. Special Subcommittee on Education, 1974
  above the law rankings: Breaking Ranks Colin Diver, 2022-04-12 Some colleges will do
anything to improve their national ranking. That can be bad for their students—and for higher
education. Since U.S. News & World Report first published a college ranking in 1983, the rankings
industry has become a self-appointed judge, declaring winners and losers among America's colleges
and universities. In this revealing account, Colin Diver shows how popular rankings have induced
college applicants to focus solely on pedigree and prestige, while tempting educators to sacrifice
academic integrity for short-term competitive advantage. By forcing colleges into standardized



best-college hierarchies, he argues, rankings have threatened the institutional diversity, intellectual
rigor, and social mobility that is the genius of American higher education. As a former university
administrator who refused to play the game, Diver leads his readers on an engaging journey through
the mysteries of college rankings, admissions, financial aid, spending policies, and academic
practices. He explains how most dominant college rankings perpetuate views of higher education as
a purely consumer good susceptible to unidimensional measures of brand value and prestige. Many
rankings, he asserts, also undermine the moral authority of higher education by encouraging various
forms of distorted behavior, misrepresentation, and outright cheating by ranked institutions. The
recent Varsity Blues admissions scandal, for example, happened in part because affluent parents
wanted to get their children into elite schools by any means necessary. Explaining what is most
useful and important in evaluating colleges, Diver offers both college applicants and educators a
guide to pursuing their highest academic goals, freed from the siren song of the best-college illusion.
Ultimately, he reveals how to break ranks with a rankings industry that misleads its consumers,
undermines academic values, and perpetuates social inequality.
  above the law rankings: The Modern Land-grant University Robert J. Sternberg, 2014
Contributors from across the university focus on what the land-grant mission means to them in their
daily endeavors, whether that be crafting the undergraduate academic experience, stimulating
research, or engaging with the community through extension activities. The twenty contributions are
divided into four parts, exploring in turn the core mission of the modern land-grant university, the
university environment, the university's public value, and its accountability. The volume ends with
an epilogue by the editor, which summarizes the values underlying the activities of land-grant
institutions. In a time of uncertainty in higher education, this volume provides a helpful overview of
the many different types of value public universities bring to American society.
  above the law rankings: Regulatory Effectiveness and the Empirical Impact of Variations in
Regulatory Governance John Cubbin, Jon Stern, 2005 Abstract: The authors assess for 28 developing
countries over the period 1980-2001 whether the existence of a regulatory law and higher quality
regulatory governance are significantly associated with superior electricity outcomes. Their analysis
draws on theoretical and empirical work on the impact of independent central banks and of
developing country telecommunications regulators. The authors' empirical analysis concludes that a
regulatory law and higher quality governance are positively and significantly associated with higher
per capita generation capacity levels. In addition, this positive impact continues to increase for at
least three years and probably for over 10 years as experience develops and regulatory reputation
grows. The results are robust to alternative dynamic specifications and show no sign of any
significant endogeneity --World Bank web site.
  above the law rankings: Intuitions of Justice and the Utility of Desert Paul H. Robinson,
2013-05-23 Research suggests that people of all demographics have nuanced and sophisticated
notions of justice. Intuitions of Justice and the Utility of Desert sketches the contours of a wide range
of lay judgments of justice, touching many if not most of the issues that penal code drafters or policy
makers must face.
  above the law rankings: The Vault College Career Bible , 2006 In this annual guide, Vault
provides overviews of career paths and hiring trends for 2006 in major industries for college
graduates. Industries covered include accounting, banking, consulting, consumer products and
marketing, fashion, media and entertainment, government and politics, high tech, publishing, real
estate, retail, and many more.
  above the law rankings: City Crime Rankings 2012-2013: Crime in Metropolitan America
Kathleen O'Leary Morgan, Scott Morgan, Rachel Boba Santos, 2013-01-22 City Crime Rankings
provides easy-to-understand crime comparisons for cities and metropolitan areas throughout the
United States. Numbers, rates, and trends for total crime, violent crime, murder, rape, robbery,
aggravated assault, property crime, burglary, larceny-theft, and motor vehicle theft are presented in
both alphabetical and rank order for all metro areas and cities of 75,000 or more. Numbers and
rates of police in cities are also included.



  above the law rankings: Secured Transactions Law in Asia Louise Gullifer, Dora Neo,
2021-03-25 This collection of essays offers a unique insight and overview of the secured transactions
law in many of the most important countries in Asia, as well as reflections on the need for, benefits
of and challenges for reform in this area of the law. The book provides a mixture of general
reflections on the history, successes and challenges of secured transaction law reform, and critical
discussion of the law in a number of Asian countries. In some of the countries, the law has already
been reformed, or reform is under way, and here the reforms are considered critically, with
recommendations for future work. In other countries, the law is not yet reformed, and the existing
law is analysed so as to determine what reform is desirable, and whether it is likely to take place.
First, this book will enable those engaging with the law in Asia to understand better the contours of
the law in both civil and common law jurisdictions. Second, it provides analytical insights into why
secured transactions law reform happens or does not happen, the different methods by which reform
takes place, the benefits of reform and the difficulties that need to be overcome for successful
reform. Third, it discusses the need for reform where none has yet taken place and critically
assesses the reforms which have already been enacted or are being considered. In addition to
providing a forum for discussion in relation to the countries in question, this book is also a timely
contribution to the wider debate on secured transactions law reform which is taking place around
the world.
  above the law rankings: COMPASS LAW FIRM RANKINGS Alexander Gendlin, 2016-03-30
Law firm rankings have established themselves around the world as the means for evaluating law
firms and lawyers. Chambers and Partners alone covers over 190 countries. This book will provide
answers to the most important questions when dealing with rankings: • How can law firms
determine, which ranking is to be taken seriously and furthermore is suitable for the law firms'
purpose (e. g. small law firms must not work with the exact same rankings as large law fi rms) •
What should law firms and all members of the legal profession do to effectively communicate their
performance to the ranking publications in order to improve their own rankings? • How can the law
firms' clients distinguish between important and less relevant rankings? This book for the first time
offers an overview of the law firm ranking industry and gives recommendations as to why which
rankings are suitable for which law firms and legal fields. Case studies and practice notes are also
provided for working properly with rankings.
  above the law rankings: Evaluating Academic Legal Research in Europe Rob van Gestel,
Andreas Lienhard, 2019 Legal academics in Europe publish a wide variety of materials including
books, articles and essays, in an assortment of languages, and for a diverse readership. As a
consequence, this variety can pose a problem for the evaluation of academic legal research. This
thought-provoking book offers an overview of the legal and policy norms, methods and criteria
applied in the evaluation of academic legal research, from a comparative perspective.
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rather than; in …

Above | Meaning, Part of Speech & Phrases - QuillBot
Apr 14, 2025 · Above generally works in combination with the other elements of a sentence
to mean that one thing is “over,” “higher,” or “more than” something else (e.g., “She lives
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