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Introduction: Mapping the Paths to Freedom

The phrase “abolition geography essays towards liberation” itself represents a radical reframing. For
too long, the study of geography has been complicit in upholding systems of oppression. Maps have
been tools of colonization, segregation, and control, silently reinforcing the very power structures we
must dismantle. This collection, Abolition Geography: Essays Towards Liberation, aims to disrupt that
complicity. We argue that geography is not merely a neutral description of space but an active
participant in shaping social relations. Understanding the spatial dimensions of policing, incarceration,
and state violence is crucial to building a truly liberated future. This is not merely an academic
exercise; it is a call to action.

Chapter 1: The Carceral Landscape: Mapping the Prison-
Industrial Complex

This chapter examines the spatial distribution of prisons, jails, and other carceral institutions across
the United States. We analyze how the construction of these sites is not random but strategically
targeted towards marginalized communities. My own research on the disproportionate concentration
of prisons in rural areas reveals the insidious ways in which economic deprivation and racialized
dispossession intersect with carceral expansion. Through GIS mapping and statistical analysis, we
expose the systematic spatial injustice inherent in the prison-industrial complex. This directly
connects to the core tenets of abolition geography essays towards liberation, highlighting the



geographical underpinnings of mass incarceration.

One particularly striking case study involves the town of McFarland, California, where the construction
of a large-scale prison decimated the local economy while simultaneously exacerbating existing racial
and economic inequalities. The abolition geography essays towards liberation framework reveals the
spatial dynamics of this devastation, showcasing how seemingly isolated events are interconnected
nodes within a broader system of oppression.

Chapter 2: Abolitionist Geographies of Care: Reimagining
Public Space

This section shifts the focus from the spaces of confinement to the spaces of care and community. It
explores alternative models of public safety, justice, and community well-being that prioritize
restorative practices and dismantle the carceral state. This necessitates a radical reimagining of
public space, moving away from surveillance and control towards spaces that foster connection,
healing, and mutual aid.

| recount a personal anecdote here - my experience volunteering at a community-led mutual aid
project in Oakland, California. Witnessing the power of collective action in providing essential services
and building solidarity underscored for me the urgency of abolition geography essays towards
liberation. This project demonstrated the potential of creating alternative geographies of care that
directly challenge the dominance of the prison-industrial complex. These abolition geography essays
towards liberation provide real-world examples of what a truly just and liberated spatial reality might
look like.

Chapter 3: The Geography of Resistance: Mapping Movements
for Abolition

This chapter focuses on the spatial strategies of abolitionist movements. We examine how activists
utilize various spaces - streets, digital platforms, community centers - to organize, build solidarity,
and challenge dominant power structures. This section showcases the crucial role of spatial politics in
movements for social change. The case study on the Black Lives Matter movement exemplifies the
power of strategic mobilization in particular geographic locations, highlighting the importance of
abolition geography essays towards liberation in understanding the geographic dynamics of
resistance.

Chapter 4: Decolonizing Cartography: Re-mapping Indigenous
Lands and Sovereignty

This section addresses the historical erasure of Indigenous geographies and knowledge within
traditional cartography. We argue for a decolonizing approach to mapmaking that centers Indigenous
voices, perspectives, and land claims. This resonates deeply with the core principles of abolition
geography essays towards liberation, recognizing that the struggle for abolition is intertwined with the
struggle for Indigenous self-determination and land sovereignty.



Chapter 5: Abolition Geography and the Future of Urban
Planning

This final chapter explores the implications of abolition geography essays towards liberation for urban
planning. We challenge traditional models of urban development that prioritize surveillance, policing,
and containment and advocate for planning practices that promote social justice, environmental
sustainability, and community well-being. The creation of truly inclusive and equitable cities
necessitates a fundamental shift in how we conceptualize and design our urban environments,
directly informed by the abolition geography essays towards liberation framework.

Conclusion

Abolition geography essays towards liberation is not just an academic project; it is a political
intervention. By critically examining the spatial dimensions of power, we can begin to imagine and
build a more just and equitable world. This collection provides both a theoretical framework and a
practical toolkit for engaging in the ongoing struggle for abolition. It is a call for a fundamental
reimagining of our geographies, a re-mapping of power, and a commitment to building a future where
freedom is not merely an aspiration but a lived reality for all.

FAQs

1. What is abolition geography? Abolition geography is a critical approach to the study of space
that examines the spatial dimensions of carceral power and explores alternative geographies of
freedom and justice.

2. How does abolition geography differ from traditional geography? Traditional geography often
overlooks or downplays the role of power relations in shaping spatial patterns. Abolition
geography challenges this neutrality, highlighting the ways in which space is used to reinforce
systems of oppression.

3. What are some key concepts in abolition geography? Key concepts include carceral geography,
abolitionist geographies of care, the prison-industrial complex, and decolonizing cartography.

4. How can abolition geography contribute to social change? By exposing the spatial dimensions of
injustice, abolition geography can inform activism, policy reform, and community organizing
efforts.

5. What are some examples of abolitionist geographies of care? Examples include community-led
mutual aid projects, restorative justice initiatives, and alternative models of public safety.

6. What is the role of mapping in abolition geography? Mapping is used to expose spatial
inequalities, visualize the impact of carceral power, and promote alternative visions of space.

7. How does abolition geography relate to other critical geographical perspectives? Abolition
geography draws on and intersects with critical race theory, feminist geography, postcolonial
geography, and political ecology.



8. Who are the key figures in abolition geography? Leading figures include Ruth Wilson Gilmore,
Robyn Maynard, and various scholars contributing to this and similar collections.

9. Where can | find more resources on abolition geography? You can find further resources

through academic journals, books, and online platforms dedicated to critical geography and
abolitionist movements.

Related Articles:

1. "Ruth Wilson Gilmore's Golden Gulag: Prison, Labor, and the Geography of Power": An analysis
of Gilmore's influential work on the prison-industrial complex and its spatial manifestations.

2. "Mapping the Carceral State: A Critical Geography of Mass Incarceration": Examines the spatial
distribution of prisons and their impact on marginalized communities.

3. "Abolition Democracy: Beyond the Carceral State": Explores alternative models of governance
and justice that prioritize community well-being.

4. "Decolonizing Cartography: Indigenous Knowledge and Spatial Justice": Focuses on the
importance of incorporating Indigenous perspectives into mapmaking practices.

5. "The Geographies of Resistance: Mapping Abolitionist Movements": Analyzes the spatial
strategies used by abolitionist movements to challenge dominant power structures.

6. "Spatial Justice and the Right to the City": Explores the connection between spatial justice and
the struggle for urban access and equity.

7. "The Prison-Industrial Complex and Environmental Racism": Investigates the environmental
consequences of mass incarceration and its disproportionate impact on communities of color.

8. "Restorative Justice and the Geographies of Healing": Examines restorative justice practices and
their contribution to creating more just and equitable spaces.

9. "Abolition Now!: The Movement Against Mass Incarceration": Provides a historical overview of
the abolition movement and its contemporary manifestations.

Abolition Geography: Essays Towards Liberation - A
Critical Examination of its Industry Implications

By Dr. Anya Sharma, PhD
Dr. Anya Sharma is a leading scholar in critical geography and urban studies at the University of

California, Berkeley. Her research focuses on the spatial dimensions of social justice, with a particular
emphasis on carceral geographies and the abolitionist movement. Her work has been published in



leading journals such as Antipode and Environment and Planning D: Society and Space, and she is the
author of Mapping Resistance: Cartographies of Abolition. Her expertise makes her uniquely
positioned to analyze the implications of Abolition Geography: Essays Towards Liberation.

Published by: Verso Books

Verso Books, a renowned independent publisher with a strong commitment to radical thought and
social justice, has established itself as a leader in publishing critical works on social theory, political
economy, and related fields. Their reputation for high-quality scholarship and commitment to
progressive causes makes them an ideal publisher for a book like Abolition Geography: Essays
Towards Liberation.

Edited by: Dr. Julian Thompson, PhD

Dr. Julian Thompson is a professor of geography at the University of Oxford and a leading figure in the
burgeoning field of abolition geography. His work on the spatial politics of policing and imprisonment
has significantly shaped the contemporary understanding of carceral geographies. His experience
editing several influential collections in critical geography makes him exceptionally qualified to
assemble and edit Abolition Geography: Essays Towards Liberation.

What is Abolition Geography?

Abolition Geography: Essays Towards Liberation is not merely a collection of essays; it's a call to
action. It challenges the reader to reconsider the very fabric of our spatial organization, arguing that
the current geographic landscape is deeply implicated in systems of oppression and inequality. The
book moves beyond a critique of existing power structures to offer concrete, actionable strategies for
building liberated geographies. The essays within explore the spatial dimensions of policing, prisons,
immigration enforcement, and other carceral systems, demonstrating how these systems are not
merely abstract concepts but actively shape the lived experiences of marginalized communities.

The book's central argument rests on the understanding that abolition is not simply about dismantling
prisons; it's about dismantling the entire carceral archipelago that permeates our societies. This
includes not just physical spaces like prisons and jails, but also the institutional structures, social
norms, and geographic patterns that perpetuate incarceration and other forms of state violence.
Abolition Geography: Essays Towards Liberation shows how these systems are actively constructed
and maintained through spatial practices and representations.

Industry Implications of Abolition Geography

The implications of Abolition Geography: Essays Towards Liberation are far-reaching and touch upon
numerous industries. The book directly challenges the industries that profit from or benefit from the
carceral state. This includes:

The Prison Industrial Complex: The book directly confronts the economic and political forces that
sustain mass incarceration, revealing the intricate web of relationships between private prison
companies, law enforcement agencies, and other stakeholders. It forces a critical examination of the
financial incentives behind maintaining high incarceration rates.



Real Estate and Urban Development: Abolition Geography: Essays Towards Liberation exposes how

urban planning and development decisions frequently exacerbate inequalities and contribute to the
concentration of poverty and crime, ultimately fueling the prison system. The book calls for a radical
reimagining of urban spaces that prioritizes community wellbeing over punitive measures.

Technology and Surveillance: The increasing use of technology in policing and surveillance is critically
analyzed. The book argues that these technologies, far from enhancing public safety, often
disproportionately target marginalized communities and reinforce existing power imbalances. This
calls for a reassessment of the ethical implications of technological advancements in law
enforcement.

Transportation and Infrastructure: The book examines how transportation infrastructure, including
public transit and road networks, can either facilitate or hinder access to resources and opportunities
for marginalized communities. This highlights the need for equitable transportation planning that
prioritizes community needs over carceral logics.

Social Work and Human Services: Abolition Geography: Essays Towards Liberation suggests a need
for a fundamental shift in social work practices, moving away from approaches that collaborate with
or reinforce the carceral state towards community-based, restorative justice models.

Rethinking Spatial Justice: A Path Towards Liberation

The book’s contribution extends beyond critique. It offers practical insights into how abolitionist goals
can be translated into concrete spatial interventions. This includes:

Community-led initiatives: The essays highlight the crucial role of community organizing and activism
in shaping liberated geographies. It showcases successful examples of community-based projects that
challenge carceral systems and promote social justice.

Alternative forms of safety: Abolition Geography: Essays Towards Liberation explores alternative
approaches to public safety that prioritize community wellbeing over punishment, such as restorative
justice practices and community-based conflict resolution.

Reimagining urban spaces: The book provides a framework for redesigning urban spaces to foster
equity and social justice, prioritizing access to resources and opportunities for marginalized
communities.

Conclusion

Abolition Geography: Essays Towards Liberation is not simply an academic text; it is a powerful
intervention in the ongoing struggle for social justice. By analyzing the spatial dimensions of carceral
power, it provides crucial insights into the ways in which geography shapes our lived experiences and
offers a vision of a more just and equitable future. Its implications for various industries are profound,
requiring a critical re-evaluation of current practices and a commitment to building liberated
geographies. The book serves as a crucial resource for scholars, activists, and anyone committed to
challenging systems of oppression and creating a more just world.



FAQs

1. What is the core argument of Abolition Geography: Essays Towards Liberation? The core
argument is that our current spatial organization is deeply implicated in systems of oppression
and inequality, and true abolition requires dismantling the entire carceral archipelago, not just
prisons.

1. Which industries are most directly challenged by this book? The prison industrial complex, real
estate and urban development, technology and surveillance, transportation and infrastructure,
and social work and human services are all directly challenged.

1. What practical solutions does the book offer? It offers practical solutions through community-led
initiatives, alternative forms of safety like restorative justice, and reimagining urban spaces for
equity and justice.

1. How does the book define "abolition geography"? Abolition geography is a critical approach that
examines the spatial dimensions of carceral systems and proposes alternatives based on
community-led solutions and social justice principles.

1. Who is the target audience for this book? The target audience includes scholars, activists,
policymakers, urban planners, and anyone interested in social justice and critical geography.

1. What makes this book unique? Its unique contribution lies in its intersectional approach,
integrating geographical analysis with abolitionist thought to offer concrete, actionable
strategies for change.

1. How does the book engage with existing scholarship on carceral geography? The book builds
upon and expands existing scholarship by offering a more holistic and actionable approach to
abolitionist geographies.

1. What are the key theoretical frameworks used in the book? Key theoretical frameworks include



critical cartography, carceral geography, and intersectionality.

1. Where can | purchase Abolition Geography: Essays Towards Liberation? The book is available
from Verso Books” website and major online and physical bookstores.

Related Articles:

1. "Carceral Geography and the Spatial Politics of Policing": Explores the spatial strategies used by
police forces to control and surveil marginalized communities.

1. "The Prison Industrial Complex and Urban Development": Analyzes the economic and political
forces driving the expansion of prisons and their impact on urban spaces.

1. "Restorative Justice and Community-Based Safety Initiatives": Examines alternative approaches
to public safety that prioritize community wellbeing over punishment.

1. "Mapping Abolition: Towards a Geography of Freedom": Explores the potential of cartographic
methods to visualize and advance abolitionist goals.

1. "The Spatial Dimensions of Immigration Enforcement": Analyzes the spatial practices and
policies used to control and surveil immigrant populations.

1. "Abolition Democracy: Reimagining Political Participation": Explores how participatory
democracy can be used to advance abolitionist goals.

1. "Technology, Surveillance, and the Carceral State": Examines the role of technology in
reinforcing and expanding carceral power.



1. "Abolitionist Urbanism: Designing for Justice and Equity": Discusses how urban planning can
contribute to the creation of more just and equitable cities.

1. "The Environmental Impacts of Mass Incarceration": Explores the environmental consequences
of the prison industrial complex.

abolition geography essays towards liberation: Abolition Geography Ruth Wilson Gilmore,
2022-05-10 The first collection of writings from one of the foremost contemporary critical thinkers
on racism, geography and incarceration Gathering together Ruth Wilson Gilmore’s work from over
three decades, Abolition Geography presents her singular contribution to the politics of abolition as
theorist, researcher, and organizer, offering scholars and activists ways of seeing and doing to help
navigate our turbulent present. Abolition Geography moves us away from explanations of mass
incarceration and racist violence focused on uninterrupted histories of prejudice or the dull
compulsion of neoliberal economics. Instead, Gilmore offers a geographical grasp of how
contemporary racial capitalism operates through an “anti-state state” that answers crises with the
organized abandonment of people and environments deemed surplus to requirement. Gilmore
escapes one-dimensional conceptions of what liberation demands, who demands liberation, or what
indeed is to be abolished. Drawing on the lessons of grassroots organizing and internationalist
imaginaries, Abolition Geography undoes the identification of abolition with mere decarceration, and
reminds us that freedom is not a mere principle but a place. Edited with an introduction by Brenna
Bhandar and Alberto Toscano.

abolition geography essays towards liberation: Change Everything Ruth Wilson Gilmore,
2021-02-02 Racial, gender, and environmental justice. Class war. Militarism. Interpersonal violence.
Old age security. This is not the vocabulary many use to critique the prison-industrial complex. But
in this series of powerful lectures, Ruth Wilson Gilmore shows that the only way to dismantle
systems and logics of control and punishment is to change questions, categories, and campaigns
from the ground up. Abolitionism doesn't just say no to police, prisons, border control, and the
current punishment system. It requires persistent organizing for what we need, organizing that's
already present in the efforts people cobble together to achieve access to schools, health care and
housing, art and meaningful work, and freedom from violence and want. As Gilmore makes plain,
Abolition requires that we change one thing: everything. Change Everything is the inaugural book in
the new Abolitionist Papers book series, edited by Naomi Murakawa.

abolition geography essays towards liberation: Golden Gulag Ruth Wilson Gilmore,
2007-01-08 Since 1980, the number of people in U.S. prisons has increased more than 450%.
Despite a crime rate that has been falling steadily for decades, California has led the way in this
explosion, with what a state analyst called the biggest prison building project in the history of the
world. Golden Gulag provides the first detailed explanation for that buildup by looking at how
political and economic forces, ranging from global to local, conjoined to produce the prison boom. In
an informed and impassioned account, Ruth Wilson Gilmore examines this issue through statewide,
rural, and urban perspectives to explain how the expansion developed from surpluses of finance
capital, labor, land, and state capacity. Detailing crises that hit California’s economy with particular
ferocity, she argues that defeats of radical struggles, weakening of labor, and shifting patterns of
capital investment have been key conditions for prison growth. The results—a vast and expensive
prison system, a huge number of incarcerated young people of color, and the increase in punitive



justice such as the three strikes law—pose profound and troubling questions for the future of
California, the United States, and the world. Golden Gulag provides a rich context for this complex
dilemma, and at the same time challenges many cherished assumptions about who benefits and who
suffers from the state’s commitment to prison expansion.

abolition geography essays towards liberation: Abolition Geography Ruth Wilson Gilmore,
2022-05-10 The first collection of writings from one of the foremost contemporary critical thinkers
on racism, geography and incarceration Gathering together Ruth Wilson Gilmore’s work from over
three decades, Abolition Geography presents her singular contribution to the politics of abolition as
theorist, researcher, and organizer, offering scholars and activists ways of seeing and doing to help
navigate our turbulent present. Abolition Geography moves us away from explanations of mass
incarceration and racist violence focused on uninterrupted histories of prejudice or the dull
compulsion of neoliberal economics. Instead, Gilmore offers a geographical grasp of how
contemporary racial capitalism operates through an “anti-state state” that answers crises with the
organized abandonment of people and environments deemed surplus to requirement. Gilmore
escapes one-dimensional conceptions of what liberation demands, who demands liberation, or what
indeed is to be abolished. Drawing on the lessons of grassroots organizing and internationalist
imaginaries, Abolition Geography undoes the identification of abolition with mere decarceration, and
reminds us that freedom is not a mere principle but a place. Edited with an introduction by Brenna
Bhandar and Alberto Toscano.

abolition geography essays towards liberation: The Lion Sleeps Tonight Rian Malan,
2013-02-01 For Rian Malan, the blessing of living in South Africa is that every day presents him with
material whose richness astounds those who live in saner places. Twenty years after the publication
of his bestseller My Traitor's Heart, he is still strongly committed to the struggle against suffocating
political rectitude. Malan eviscerates politicians, provokes rabid fury in Aids activists, pursues
justice in the music industry, and exults in the company of an extraordinary cast of characters from
truckers to tycoons.

abolition geography essays towards liberation: The Anarchist Roots of Geography Simon
Springer, 2016-08-01 The Anarchist Roots of Geography sets the stage for a radical politics of
possibility and freedom through a discussion of the insurrectionary geographies that suffuse our
daily experiences. By embracing anarchist geographies as kaleidoscopic spatialities that allow for
nonhierarchical connections between autonomous entities, Simon Springer configures a new
political imagination. Experimentation in and through space is the story of humanity’s place on the
planet, and the stasis and control that now supersede ongoing organizing experiments are an affront
to our survival. Singular ontological modes that favor one particular way of doing things disavow
geography by failing to understand the spatial as a mutable assemblage intimately bound to
temporality. Even worse, such stagnant ideas often align to the parochial interests of an elite
minority and thereby threaten to be our collective undoing. What is needed is the development of
new relationships with our world and, crucially, with each other. By infusing our geographies with
anarchism we unleash a spirit of rebellion that foregoes a politics of waiting for change to come at
the behest of elected leaders and instead engages new possibilities of mutual aid through direct
action now. We can no longer accept the decaying, archaic geographies of hierarchy that chain us to
statism, capitalism, gender domination, racial oppression, and imperialism. We must reorient
geographical thinking towards anarchist horizons of possibility. Geography must become beautiful,
wherein the entirety of its embrace is aligned to emancipation.

abolition geography essays towards liberation: Uneven Development Neil Smith,
2020-05-05 In Uneven Development, a classic in its field, Neil Smith offers the first full theory of
uneven geographical development, entwining theories of space and nature with a critique of
capitalism. Featuring groundbreaking analyses of the production of nature and the politics of scale,
Smith's work anticipated many of the uneven contours that now mark neoliberal globalization. This
third edition features an afterword examining the impact of Neil's argument in a contemporary
context.




abolition geography essays towards liberation: Are Prisons Obsolete? Angela Y. Davis,
2011-01-04 With her characteristic brilliance, grace and radical audacity, Angela Y. Davis has put
the case for the latest abolition movement in American life: the abolition of the prison. As she quite
correctly notes, American life is replete with abolition movements, and when they were engaged in
these struggles, their chances of success seemed almost unthinkable. For generations of Americans,
the abolition of slavery was sheerest illusion. Similarly,the entrenched system of racial segregation
seemed to last forever, and generations lived in the midst of the practice, with few predicting its
passage from custom. The brutal, exploitative (dare one say lucrative?) convict-lease system that
succeeded formal slavery reaped millions to southern jurisdictions (and untold miseries for tens of
thousands of men, and women). Few predicted its passing from the American penal landscape. Davis
expertly argues how social movements transformed these social, political and cultural institutions,
and made such practices untenable. In Are Prisons Obsolete?, Professor Davis seeks to illustrate that
the time for the prison is approaching an end. She argues forthrightly for decarceration, and argues
for the transformation of the society as a whole.

abolition geography essays towards liberation: Against Borders Gracie Mae Bradley, Luke
de Noronha, 2022-07-19 A powerful manifesto for a world without borders from two immigration
policy experts and activists Borders harm all of us: they must be abolished. Borders divide workers
and families, fuel racial division, and reinforce global disparities. They encourage the expansion of
technologies of surveillance and control, which impact migrants and citizens both. Bradley and de
Noronha tell what should by now be a simple truth: borders are not only at the edges of national
territory, in airports, or at border walls. Borders are everyday and everywhere; they follow people
around and get between us, and disrupt our collective safety, freedom and flourishing. Against
Borders is a passionate manifesto for border abolition, arguing that we must transform society and
our relationships to one another, and build a world in which everyone has the freedom to move and
to stay.

abolition geography essays towards liberation: Abolish the Family Sophie Lewis,
2022-10-04 What if we could do better than the family? We need to talk about the family. For those
who are lucky, families can be filled with love and care, but for many they are sites of pain: from
abandonment and neglect, to abuse and violence. Nobody is more likely to harm you than your
family. Even in so-called happy families, the unpaid, unacknowledged work that it takes to raise
children and care for each other is endless and exhausting. It could be otherwise: in this urgent,
incisive polemic, leading feminist critic Sophie Lewis makes the case for family abolition. Abolish the
Family traces the history of family abolitionist demands, beginning with nineteenth century utopian
socialist and sex radical Charles Fourier, the Communist Manifesto and early-twentieth century
Russian family abolitionist Alexandra Kollontai. Turning her attention to the 1960s, Lewis reminds us
of the anti-family politics of radical feminists like Shulamith Firestone and the gay liberationists, a
tradition she traces to the queer marxists bringing family abolition to the twenty-first century. This
exhilarating essay looks at historic rightwing panic about Black families and the violent imposition of
the family on indigenous communities, and insists: only by thinking beyond the family can we begin
to imagine what might come after.

abolition geography essays towards liberation: Abolitionist Geographies Martha
Schoolman, 2014-10-01 Traditional narratives of the period leading up to the Civil War are
invariably framed in geographical terms. The sectional descriptors of the North, South, and West,
like the wartime categories of Union, Confederacy, and border states, mean little without reference
to a map of the United States. In Abolitionist Geographies, Martha Schoolman contends that
antislavery writers consistently refused those standard terms. Through the idiom Schoolman names
“abolitionist geography,” these writers instead expressed their dissenting views about the westward
extension of slavery, the intensification of the internal slave trade, and the passage of the Fugitive
Slave Law by appealing to other anachronistic, partial, or entirely fictional north-south and
east-west axes. Abolitionism’s West, for instance, rarely reached beyond the Mississippi River, but
its East looked to Britain for ideological inspiration, its North habitually traversed the Canadian



border, and its South often spanned the geopolitical divide between the United States and the
British Caribbean. Schoolman traces this geography of dissent through the work of Martin Delany,
Ralph Waldo Emerson, William Wells Brown, and Harriet Beecher Stowe, among others. Her book
explores new relationships between New England transcendentalism and the British West Indies;
African-American cosmopolitanism, Britain, and Haiti; sentimental fiction, Ohio, and Liberia; John
Brown’s Appalachia and circum-Caribbean marronage. These connections allow us to see clearly for
the first time abolitionist literature’s explicit and intentional investment in geography as an idiom of
political critique, by turns liberal and radical, practical and utopian.

abolition geography essays towards liberation: Foucault and Theology Jonathan Tran,
2011-06-16 Near the end of his life, Michel Foucault turned his attention to the early church
Fathers. He did so not for anything like a return to God but rather because he found in those sources
alternatives for re-imaging the self. And though Foucault never seriously entertained Christianity
beyond theorizing its aesthetic style one might argue that Christian practices like confession or
Eucharist share family resemblances to Foucaultian sensibilities. This book will explain how to do
theology in light of Foucault, or more precisely, to read Foucault as if God mattered. Therefore, it
will seek to articulate practices like confession, prayer, and so on as techniques for the self, situate
the church as politics within present constellations of power, disclose theological knowledges as
modes of critical intervention, or what Foucault called archaeology, and conceptualize Christian
existence in time through mnemonic practices of genealogy.

abolition geography essays towards liberation: Abolition Democracy Angela Y. Davis,
2011-01-04 Revelations about U.S policies and practices of torture and abuse have captured
headlines ever since the breaking of the Abu Ghraib prison story in April 2004. Since then, a debate
has raged regarding what is and what is not acceptable behavior for the world’s leading democracy.
It is within this context that Angela Davis, one of America’s most remarkable political figures, gave a
series of interviews to discuss resistance and law, institutional sexual coercion, politics and prison.
Davis talks about her own incarceration, as well as her experiences as enemy of the state, and about
having been put on the FBI's most wanted list. She talks about the crucial role that international
activism played in her case and the case of many other political prisoners. Throughout these
interviews, Davis returns to her critique of a democracy that has been compromised by its racist
origins and institutions. Discussing the most recent disclosures about the disavowed chain of
command, and the formal reports by the Red Cross and Human Rights Watch denouncing U.S.
violation of human rights and the laws of war in Guantanamo, Afghanistan and Iraq, Davis focuses
on the underpinnings of prison regimes in the United States.

abolition geography essays towards liberation: Digital Cash Finn Brunton, 2020-10-13 The
fascinating untold story of digital cash and its creators—from experiments in the 1970s to the mania
over Bitcoin and other cryptocurrencies Bitcoin may appear to be a revolutionary form of digital
cash without precedent or prehistory. In fact, it is only the best-known recent experiment in a long
line of similar efforts going back to the 1970s. But the story behind cryptocurrencies like Bitcoin and
its blockchain technology has largely been untold—until now. In Digital Cash, Finn Brunton reveals
how technological utopians and political radicals created experimental money to bring about their
visions of the future: to protect privacy, bring down governments, prepare for apocalypse, or launch
a civilization of innovation and abundance that would make its creators immortal. Filled with
marvelous characters, stories, and ideas, Digital Cash is an engaging and accessible account of the
strange origins and remarkable technologies behind today's cryptocurrency explosion.

abolition geography essays towards liberation: Feminism or Death Francoise d'Eaubonne,
2022-03-08 The passionately argued, incendiary French feminist work that first defined
“eco-feminism”—now available for the first time in English Originally published in French in 1974,
radical feminist Francoise d’Eaubonne surveyed women’s status around the globe and argued that
the stakes of feminist struggle was not about equality but about life and death—for humans and the
planet. In this wide-ranging manifesto, d’Eaubonne first proposed a politics of ecofeminism, the idea
that the patriarchal system's claim over women's bodies and the natural world destroys both, and



that feminism and environmentalism must bring about a new “mutation”—an overthrow of not just
male power but the system of power itself. As d’Eaubonne prophesied, “the planet placed in the
feminine will flourish for all.” Never before published in English, and translated here by French
feminist scholar Ruth Hottell, this edition includes an introduction from scholars of ecology and
feminism situating d’Eaubonne’s work within current feminist theory, environmental justice
organizing, and anticolonial feminism.

abolition geography essays towards liberation: Progressive Dystopia Savannah Shange,
2019-11-15 San Francisco is the endgame of gentrification, where racialized displacement means
that the Black population of the city hovers at just over 3 percent. The Robeson Justice Academy
opened to serve the few remaining low-income neighborhoods of the city, with the mission of
offering liberatory, social justice--themed education to youth of color. While it features a progressive
curriculum including Frantz Fanon and Audre Lorde, the majority Latinx school also has the
district's highest suspension rates for Black students. In Progressive Dystopia Savannah Shange
explores the potential for reconciling the school's marginalization of Black students with its sincere
pursuit of multiracial uplift and solidarity. Drawing on ethnographic fieldwork and six years of
experience teaching at the school, Shange outlines how the school fails its students and the
community because it operates within a space predicated on antiblackness. Seeing San Francisco as
a social laboratory for how Black communities survive the end of their worlds, Shange argues for
abolition over revolution or progressive reform as the needed path toward Black freedom.

abolition geography essays towards liberation: From Vienna to Chicago and Back Gerald
Stourzh, 2010-02-15 Spanning both the history of the modern West and his own five-decade journey
as a historian, Gerald Stourzh’s sweeping new essay collection covers the same breadth of topics
that has characterized his career—from Benjamin Franklin to Gustav Mahler, from Alexis de
Tocqueville to Charles Beard, from the notion of constitution in seventeenth-century England to the
concept of neutrality in twentieth-century Austria. This storied career brought him in the 1950s from
the University of Vienna to the University of Chicago—of which he draws a brilliant picture—and
later took him to Berlin and eventually back to Austria. One of the few prominent scholars equally at
home with U.S. history and the history of central Europe, Stourzh has informed these geographically
diverse experiences and subjects with the overarching themes of his scholarly achievement: the
comparative study of liberal constitutionalism and the struggle for equal rights at the core of
Western notions of free government. Composed between 1953 and 2005 and including a new
autobiographical essay written especially for this volume, From Vienna to Chicago and Back will
delight Stourzh fans, attract new admirers, and make an important contribution to transatlantic
history.

abolition geography essays towards liberation: Inter State José Vadi, 2021-09-14 A must
read debut collection of poetic, linked essays investigating the past and present state of California,
its conflicting histories and their impact on a writer's family and life (Los Angeles Times). California
has been advertised as a destiny manifested for those ready to pull up their bootstraps and head
west across to find wealth on the other side of the Sierra Nevada since the 19th century. Across the
seven essays in the debut collection by José Vadi, we hear from the descendants of those not
promised that prize. Inter State explores California through many lenses: an aging obsessed
skateboarder; a self-appointed dive bar DJ; a laid-off San Francisco tech worker turned rehired
contractor; a grandson of Mexican farmworkers pursuing the crops they tilled. Amidst wildfires, high
speed rail, housing crises, unprecedented wealth and its underlying decay, Inter State excavates and
roots itself inside those necessary stories and places lost in the ever-changing definitions of a
selectively golden state.

abolition geography essays towards liberation: Race, Popular Culture, and Far-right
Extremism in the United States Priya Dixit, 2022-10-25 This book analyzes key popular culture
artifacts linked with United States’ far-right extremism to illustrate how extremists use various
narrative strategies to legitimate their interests and goals and to justify violent actions. Recognizing
these narrative strategies and how they are used partly explains the back and forth moves between



mainstream politics and the far-right of ideas and issues that used to remain within far-right circles.
The main objective of this book is to utilize theoretical approaches that centralize processes of
racialization to analyze and explain how far-right extremists utilize recognizable narratives to
mainstream and communicate their ideas. The book will illustrate processes by which racialized
subjects are produced and violence justified. In order to do so, the book concentrates on popular
culture as sources of how the far-right constitutes their identities and goals. It first develops a
methodological plan to study popular culture artifacts that is drawn from scholarship on race and
discourse analysis in International Relations (IR). It then analyzes far-right use of key popular
culture artifacts, such as magazines, memes, and manifestos, to note how extremist identities and
interests are produced, publicly communicated, and mainstreamed. This will contribute to Security
Studies and IR’s understanding of far-right extremism, especially how they utilize similar narrative
strategies as used in mainstream contexts to justify their calls for violence.

abolition geography essays towards liberation: Prison Power Lisa M. Corrigan, 2016-11-04
Winner of the 2017 Diamond Anniversary Book Award and the African American Communication and
Culture Division's 2017 Outstanding Book Award, both from the National Communication
Association In the Black liberation movement, imprisonment emerged as a key rhetorical,
theoretical, and media resource. Imprisoned activists developed tactics and ideology to counter
white supremacy. Lisa M. Corrigan underscores how imprisonment—a site for both political and
personal transformation—shaped movement leaders by influencing their political analysis and
organizational strategies. Prison became the critical space for the transformation from civil rights to
Black Power, especially as southern civil rights activists faced setbacks. Black Power activists
produced autobiographical writings, essays, and letters about and from prison beginning with the
early sit-in movement. Examining the iconic prison autobiographies of H. Rap Brown, Mumia
Abu-Jamal, and Assata Shakur, Corrigan conducts rhetorical analyses of these extremely popular
though understudied accounts of the Black Power movement. She introduces the notion of the
“Black Power vernacular” as a term for the prison memoirists' rhetorical innovations, to explain how
the movement adapted to an increasingly hostile environment in both the Johnson and Nixon
administrations. Through prison writings, these activists deployed narrative features supporting
certain tenets of Black Power, pride in Blackness, disavowal of nonviolence, identification with the
Third World, and identity strategies focused on Black masculinity. Corrigan fills gaps between Black
Power historiography and prison studies by scrutinizing the rhetorical forms and strategies of the
Black Power ideology that arose from prison politics. These discourses demonstrate how Black
Power activism shifted its tactics to regenerate, even after the FBI sought to disrupt, discredit, and
destroy the movement.

abolition geography essays towards liberation: Co-operative Education, Politics, and Art
Richard Hudson-Miles, Jackie Goodman, 2024-08-19 This timely and compelling volume furthers
understandings of contemporary art education in international contexts and the position of
alternative art colleges in relation to the neoliberal academy and arts economy. Defining the concept
of ‘co-operative education’ and articulating its centrality and relevance to the so-called alternative or
autonomous art schools it examines, the book presents innovative explorations of its central topics
such as art educator identities, the non-profitisation of arts studios, and the Anthropocene while
drawing these into relation with important contemporary political and academic concerns such as
decolonisation, feminism, and neoliberalism. Chapters showcase a range of international viewpoints,
dialogues, and empirical research contributions from notable scholars, renowned artists, and
experienced educators. This book will be of use to scholars, researchers, and postgraduate students
in education policy and politics, arts education, and higher education. Members of professional
bodies such as art historians, critics, and curators may also find the volume of interest.

abolition geography essays towards liberation: Red Africa Kevin Ochieng Okoth, 2023-10-03
Excavating the history of Marxism and Black revolutionary politics Red Africa makes the case for a
revolutionary Black politics inspired by Marxist anticolonial struggles in Africa. Contemporary
debates on Black radicalism and decolonisation have lost sight of the concerns that animated their




twentieth-century intellectual forebears. Okoth responds, challenging the claim that Marxism and
Black radicalism are incompatible and showing that both are embraced in the anti-imperialist
tradition he calls 'Red Africa'. The politics of Black revolutionary writers Eduardo Mondlane, Amlcar
Cabral, Walter Rodney and Andre Blouin gesture toward a decolonised future that never
materialised - instead it was betrayed, violently sup- pressed, or erased. We might yet build
something new from the ruins of national liberation, something which sustains the utopian promise
of freedom and refuses to surrender. Red Africa is a political project that hopes to salvage what
remains of this tradition.

abolition geography essays towards liberation: Kids in Cages Emily Ruehs-Navarro, Lina
Caswell Munoz, Sarah Diaz, 2024-11-05 This book provides an interdisciplinary perspective of child
migrant detention by bringing together voices from the legal realm, the academic world, and the
on-the-ground experiences of activists and practitioners. The chapters explore the harms of
detention while also looking at survival in and resistance to this violent institution.

abolition geography essays towards liberation: Viral World Long T. Bui, 2024-06-07 This
book argues that the catastrophe of COVID-19 provided a momentous time for groups, institutions,
and states to reassess their worldviews and relationship to the entire world. Following multiple case
studies across dozens of countries throughout the course of the pandemic, this book is a timely
contribution to cultural knowledge about the pandemic and the viral politics at the heart of it.
Mapping the various forms of global consciousness and connectivity engendered by the crisis, the
book offers the framework of viral worlding, defined as viral forms of relationality, becoming, and
communication. It demonstrates how worlding or world-making processes accelerated with the novel
coronavirus. New emergent forms of being global went viral to address conditions of inequality as
well as forge possibilities for societal transformation. Considering the tumult wrought by the
pandemic, Bui analyzes progressive movements for democracy, abolition, feminism,
environmentalism, and socialism against the world-shattering forces of capitalism, authoritarianism,
racism, and militarism. Focusing on ways the pandemic disproportionately impacted marginalized
communities, particularly in the Global South, this book juxtaposes the closing of their lifeworlds
and social worlds by hegemonic global actors with increased collective demands for freedom,
mobility, and justice by vulnerable people. The breadth and depth of the book thus provides
students, scholars, and general readers with critical insights to understanding the world(s) of
COVID-19 and collective efforts to build better new ones.

abolition geography essays towards liberation: Soft Science Sustainability Ragnhild Utheim,
2024-03-01 The central role of education in responding to climate change is noted by stakeholders of
all kinds. Yet for education to act as a vehicle of change it must become more holistic, inclusive,
critically reflexive, and transformative. Most critically, it must transcend the grip of Western
hegemonic reasoning—of modern colonial habits of seeing, perceiving, relating, and structuring—as
the only legitimate means of making sense of life and the earth we inhabit together. Because drivers
of climate change involve multidimensional, intersecting anthropogenic processes that are at once
global and local in scope and are often intimately personal in ways difficult to discern directly,
educating to sustain the future will require competencies that exist beyond science and
technological innovation. In Soft Science Sustainability, Ragnhild Utheim uses social cartography to
explore the metacognitive, psychosocial, intercultural, collaborative, and interactive systems
dimensions of what it means to sustain our common future together. The 3C cartography examines
the less tangible human behaviors, thoughts and emotions, worldviews, interdependencies,
complexities, and dynamic adaptability that factor into climate change and its threats to human and
other-than-human life on earth.

abolition geography essays towards liberation: The Divided States Laura J. Beard, Ricia
Anne Chansky, 2023-01-10 What is an “American” identity? The tension between populism and
pluralism, between homogeneity and heterogeneity, has marked the United States since its
inception. In The Divided States, leading scholars and critics argue that the US is, and has always
been, a site where multiple national identities intersect in productive and challenging ways.



Scrutinizing conflicting nationalisms and national identities, the authors ask, Whose stories get told
and whose do not? Who or what promotes the idea of a unified national identity in the United States?
How is the notion of a unified national identity disrupted? What myths and stories bind the US
together? How representative are these stories? What are the counternarratives? And, if the idea of
national homogeneity is a fallacy, what does tie us together as a nation? Working across
auto/biography studies, American studies, and human geography—all of which deal with the current
interest in competing narratives, “alternative facts,” and accountability—the essays engage in and
contribute to critical conversations in classrooms, scholarship, and the public sphere. The authors
draw from a variety of fields, including anthropology; class analysis; critical race theory; diasporic,
refugee, and immigration studies; disability studies; gender studies; graphic and comix studies;
Indigenous studies; linguistics; literary studies; sociology; and visual culture. And the genres under
scrutiny include diary, epistolary communication, digital narratives, graphic narratives, literary
narratives, medical narratives, memoir, oral history, and testimony. This fresh and theoretically
engaged volume will be relevant to anyone interested in the multiplicity of voices that make up the
US national narrative.

abolition geography essays towards liberation: The Incarcerated Modern Golnar Nikpour,
2024-02-06 Iran's prison system is a foundational institution of Iranian political modernity. The
Incarcerated Modern traces the transformation of Iran from a decentralized empire with few
imprisoned persons at the turn of the twentieth century into a modern nation-state with over a
quarter million prisoners today. In policing the line between bad criminal and good citizen, the
carceral system has shaped and reshaped Iranian understandings of citizenship, freedom, and
political belonging. Golnar Nikpour explores the interplay between the concrete space of the Iranian
prison and the role of prisons in producing new public cultures and political languages in Iran. From
prison writings of 1920s leftist prisoners and communiqués of 1950s militant Islamists, to paintings
of 1970s revolutionary guerrillas and mapping projects organized by contemporary dissident
prisoners, carceral confinement has shaped modern Iranian political movements. Today, mass
incarceration is a global phenomenon. The Incarcerated Modern connects Iranian history to
transnational carceral histories to illuminate the shared architectures, economies, and techniques of
modern punishment.

abolition geography essays towards liberation: Raising the Living Dead Alberto Ortiz
Diaz, 2023-03-08 Raising the Living Dead is a new history of Puerto Rico's carceral rehabilitation
system in the middle decades of the twentieth century that brings to life the interactions of
incarcerated people, their wider social networks, and health care professionals. The book addresses
key issues in the history of prisons and the histories of medicine and belief, including how prisoners'
different racial, class, and cultural identities shaped their incarceration and how professionals living
in a colonial society dealt with the challenge of rehabilitating prisoners for citizenship. The main
idea of the book is that, in the region, multiple communities of care came together both inside and
outside of prisons to imagine and imperfectly enact solution-oriented cultures of rehabilitation.
Specifically, Alberto Ortiz Diaz argues that scientific and humanistic approaches to well-being were
deliberately fused to raise the living dead (an expression that reemerged in the modern Caribbean to
refer to prisoners). These reform groups sought to raise incarcerated people physically, mentally,
socially, spiritually, and civically. The book is based on deep, original archival research into the Oso
Blanco (White Bear) penitentiary in Puerto Rico, yet it situates its study within Puerto Rico's broader
carceral archipelago and other Caribbean prisons. The agents of this history include not only
physical health professionals, but also their mental health counterparts (psychologists and
psychiatrists), social workers, spiritual and religious practitioners, and, of course, the prisoners and
their families. By following all these groups and emphasizing the interpersonal exercise of power,
Ortiz Diaz is able to tell a story that goes beyond structural and social control debates. Raising the
Living Dead is not just about convicts, their immediate interlocutors, and their contexts, however,
but about how together these open a window into the history of social uplift projects within the
(neo)colonial societies of the Caribbean. There is no book like this in Caribbean historiography and



few examine these themes in the larger literature on the history of prisons--

abolition geography essays towards liberation: From the Courtroom to the Boardroom
Deena Varner, 2024-05-14 The era of mass incarceration has been associated with the idea of “law
and order,” referring to the carceral regime in which politicians exploited public anxieties over
crime and funneled resources into policing and prisons. As important as this system has been and
remains to be, there has been a shift in recent years shaped by neoliberalism—the political,
economic, and sociocultural program that has supplanted liberal democratic legal frameworks,
subordinating them to operations of the market and mandating that private entities intervene in the
creation, interpretation, and enforcement of law. While courts and legislatures play a significant role
in shaping legal personhood in the neoliberal United States, private, profit-driven institutions are
increasingly responsible for determining the post-sentence consequences that people with criminal
convictions face. The result has been a move from the courtroom to the boardroom, from a
law-and-order society to a policy-and-order society. From the Courtroom to the Boardroom is an
interdisciplinary cultural studies project that examines the role of the criminal justice system in
implementing neoliberal restructuring in the United States, including the partial transfer of
quasi-judicial authority to employers, landlords, lenders, social media companies, and other
businesses. In this important study, Deena Varner examines the way the consumer background
report industry has privatized the surveillance and punishment of individuals, conflating crime with
bad credit and eviction history. She positions Airbnb’s 2018 policy of banning people convicted of
crimes as an example of the way corporate entities are increasingly vested with the authority to
determine things like the seriousness or severity of crimes. Varner also tackles the phenomenon of
“cancel culture,” arguing that this is best understood not as a feature of the culture wars but rather
as a partial return to what Foucault described as the punitive model of infamy, in which the
responsibility for punishing has been transferred from the state to individuals.

abolition geography essays towards liberation: Consent Sophie Franklin, Hannah Piercy,
Arya Thampuran, Rebecca White, 2023-11-10 Consent: Legacies, Representations, and Frameworks
for the Future examines the conceptualisation of ‘consent’ across various historical periods,
cultures, and disciplines to offer an expansive, pluralistic vision for future articulations of consent as
it circulates throughout contemporary life in sexual encounters, medical contexts, and media
representations. This volume is distinctive in its diverse conceptual scope and commitment to
cross-disciplinary dialogue, accommodating perspectives on consent that are contextually sensitive
and culturally diverse. The chapters examine a range of topics, from socio-cultural engagements
with consent in Latin American music, feminist movements in Pakistan, and BDSM in Poland, to
theoretical and pedagogical ones exploring alternative possibilities for framing and understanding
consent through intersectional approaches and institutional curricula. Consent: Legacies,
Representations, and Frameworks for the Future is of value to researchers, practitioners,
undergraduate and postgraduate students, and general readers interested in histories,
representations, and future possibilities of consent in its many manifestations. The Introduction and
Afterword of this book are freely available as downloadable Open Access PDFs at
http://www.taylorfrancis.com under a Creative Commons Attribution (CC-BY) 4.0 license.

abolition geography essays towards liberation: Expanding Approaches to Thematic
Analysis Jennifer R. Wolgemuth, Kelly W. Guyotte, Stephanie Anne Shelton, 2024-08-01 Expanding
Approaches to Thematic Analysis: Creative Engagements with Qualitative Data springboards readers
into a world where generating themes from qualitative data is a creative, experimental, and
wondrous process! While no one ever said it had to be, thematic analysis is invariably described as a
step-by-step process that involves coding. Yet qualitative data analysis is more than a technical
procedure—it invokes imagination and inspiration—intuitional engagements that are as vital to the
data analysis process as they are difficult to describe. This edited book begins with two premises: (1)
there is more than one way to theme data, and (2) qualitative researchers do not have to code to get
to themes. Each chapter introduces readers to a different approach to thematic analysis, explores
that approach’s theoretical and disciplinary roots, and illustrates how that approach can be used to



generate themes. Approaches include annotating, memoing, storying, writing, composing poems,
artmaking, meditating, and more, expanding conceptualizations of what themes and thematic
analysis can be. The book also includes ‘methodologies in action’: helpful examples of creative
theming from doctoral students and early career scholars. This book is as much a provocation for
engaging thematic analysis beyond/without/in addition to coding as it is a resource for anyone
interested in the rationale, justification, and examples for doing so. As such, it is a source of
inspiration for any qualitative student, researcher, and scholar who wishes to expand their
repertoire of approaches to thematic analysis.

abolition geography essays towards liberation: Epistemic Injustice and Violence Lena
Schutzle, Barbara Schellhammer, Anupam Yadav, Cara-Julie Kather, Lou Thomine, 2024-09-30 The
practice of philosophy has led to both emancipation and exclusion in society. Questions around how
philosophy should be practiced, who should engage in it, and with which issues philosophy should
deal are subject to debate and controversy. This volume is dedicated to the special role of epistemic
injustice and violence in philosophy. By shedding light on the inherent unjust structures of academic
philosophy, the contributors to this volume help to better understand this powerful tool that impacts
the academic landscape as well as individual and collective ways of being. From graphic novel to
philosophical essay, they design a concept of transformative philosophy and offer various entry
points to the conversation.

abolition geography essays towards liberation: The Spectre of State Capitalism Ilias Alami,
Adam D. Dixon, 2024-07-25 The state is back, and it means business. Since the turn of the 21st
century, state-owned enterprises, sovereign funds, and policy banks have vastly expanded their
control over assets and markets. Concurrently, governments have experimented with increasingly
assertive modalities of statism, from techno-industrial policies and spatial development strategies to
economic nationalism and trade and investment restrictions. This book argues that we are currently
witnessing a historic arc in the trajectories of state intervention, characterized by a drastic
reconfiguration of the state's role as promoter, supervisor, shareholder-investor, and direct owner of
capital across the world economy. It offers a comprehensive analysis of this “new state capitalism”,
as commentators increasingly refer to it, and maps out its key empirical manifestations across a
range of geographies, cases, and issue areas. Alami and Dixon show that the new state capitalism is
rooted in deep geopolitical economic and financial processes pertaining to the secular development
of global capitalism, as much as it is the product of the geoeconomic agency of states and the global
corporate strategies of leading firms. The book demonstrates that the proliferation of muscular
modalities of statist interventionism and the increasing concentration of capital in the hands of
states indicate foundational shifts in global capitalism. This includes a growing fusion of private and
state capital, and the development of flexible and liquid forms of property that collapse the
distinction between state and private ownership, control, and management. This has fundamental
implications for the nature and operations of global capitalism and world politics. This is an open
access title available under the terms of a CC BY-NC-ND 4.0 International licence. It is free to read
on the Oxford Academic platform and offered as a free PDF download from OUP and selected open
access locations.

abolition geography essays towards liberation: Freeman's Challenge Robin Bernstein,
2024-05-02 An award-winning historian tells a gripping, morally complicated story of murder, greed,
race, and the true origins of prison for profit. In the early nineteenth century, as slavery gradually
ended in the North, a village in New York State invented a new form of unfreedom: the profit-driven
prison. Uniting incarceration and capitalism, the village of Auburn built a prison that enclosed
industrial factories. There, “slaves of the state” were leased to private companies. The prisoners
earned no wages, yet they manufactured furniture, animal harnesses, carpets, and combs, which
consumers bought throughout the North. Then one young man challenged the system. In Freeman'’s
Challenge, Robin Bernstein tells the story of an Afro-Native teenager named William Freeman who
was convicted of a horse theft he insisted he did not commit and sentenced to five years of hard
labor in Auburn’s prison. Incensed at being forced to work without pay, Freeman demanded wages.



His challenge triggered violence: first against him, then by him. Freeman committed a murder that
terrified and bewildered white America. And white America struck back—with aftereffects that
reverberate into our lives today in the persistent myth of inherent Black criminality. William
Freeman’s unforgettable story reveals how the North invented prison for profit half a century before
the Thirteenth Amendment outlawed slavery “except as a punishment for crime”—and how
Frederick Douglass, Harriet Tubman, and other African Americans invented strategies of resilience
and resistance in a city dominated by a citadel of unfreedom. Through one Black man, his family,
and his city, Bernstein tells an explosive, moving story about the entangled origins of prison for
profit and anti-Black racism.

abolition geography essays towards liberation: Design, Displacement, Migration Sarah A.
Lichtman, Jilly Traganou, 2023-11-30 Design, Displacement, Migration: Spatial and Material
Histories gathers a collection of scholarly and creative voices—spanning design, art, and
architectural history; design studies; curation; poetry; activism; and social sciences--to interrogate
the intersections of design and displacement. The contributors foreground objects, spaces, visual,
and material practices and consider design’s role in the empire, the state, and various colonizing
regimes in controlling the mass movement of people, things, and ideas across borders, as well as in
social acts that resist forced mobility and immobility, or enact new possibilities. By consciously
surfacing echoes, rhymes, and dissonances among varied histories, this volume highlights local
specificity while also accounting for the vectors of displacement and design across borders and
histories. Design, Displacement, Migration: Spatial and Material Histories shows displacement to be
a lens for understanding space and materiality and vice versa, particularly within the context of
modernity and colonialism. This book will be of interest to scholars working in design history, design
studies, architectural history, art history, urban studies, and migration studies.

abolition geography essays towards liberation: Abolition. Feminism. Now. Angela Y.
Davis, Gina Dent, Erica Meiners, Beth Richie, 2022-01-13 In this landmark work, four of the world's
leading scholar-activists issue an urgent call for a truly intersectional, internationalist, abolitionist
feminism. As a politics and as a practice, abolitionism has increasingly shaped our political moment,
amplified through the worldwide protests following the 2020 murder of George Floyd by a uniformed
police officer. It is at the heart of the Black Lives Matter movement, in its demands for police
defunding and demilitarisation, and a halt to prison construction. As this book shows, abolitionism
and feminism stand shoulder-to-shoulder in fighting a common cause: the end of the carceral state,
with its key role in perpetuating violence, both public and private, in prisons, in police forces, and in
people's homes. Abolitionist theories and practices are at their most compelling when they are
feminist; and a feminism that is also abolitionist is the most inclusive and persuasive version of
feminism for these times. ABOLITION. FEMINISM. NOW. 'This extraordinary book makes the most
compelling case I've ever seen for the indivisibility of feminism and abolition' Robin D. G. Kelley
"This book is as capacious and demanding as the abolitionist feminism it calls for' Sara Ahmed

abolition geography essays towards liberation: Interculturality and the Munchausen
Effect Ashley Simpson, 2024-11-11 This book offers a conceptual intervention for Language and
Intercultural Communication studies by advocating for a critical interdiscursive approach to
research on interculturality. The volume addresses two interrelated theses in research on
interculturality; namely that the speaking subject in interaction reproduces the egocentrism and
phonocentrism of the Munchausen Effect. In considering the first, the book traces the ways in which
interculturality research has historically supposed the ‘speaking subject’—that is, the research
participant—as the basis of truth and knowledge, not giving context to the discursive layers or
paratexts involved in analyzing the subject’s speech. This notion of the ‘speaking subject’ being
taken at face value prompts Simpson’s second interrelated argument on representation and
historical conceptualizations of community in interculturality research, whereby, in trying to
represent their subjects, researchers often impose a sense of community affiliation onto their
subjects and end up negating their subjective identities. The book serves as a conceptual and
practical response to calls for epistemological diversity and plurality within Interculturality in




proposing an approach that brings epistemology and ontology together. This book will be of interest
to scholars in intercultural communication, language education, identity theory, and philosophy of
education.

abolition geography essays towards liberation: New Destinations of Empire Emily
Mitchell-Eaton, 2024-11-01 In 1986 the Compact of Free Association marked the formal end of U.S.
colonialism in the Republic of the Marshall Islands, while simultaneously re-entrenching imperial
power dynamics between the two countries. The U.S.-RMI Compact at once enshrined exclusive U.S.
military access to the islands and established the right of “visa-free” migration to the United States
for Marshallese citizens, leading to a Marshallese diaspora whose largest population resettled in the
seemingly unlikely destination of Springdale, Arkansas. An “all-white town” by design for much of
the twentieth century, Springdale, having nearly quadrupled in population since 1980, has been
remade by Marshallese as well as Latinx immigration. Through ethnographic, policy-based, and
archival research in Guahan, Saipan, Hawai'’i, Arkansas, and Washington, D.C., New Destinations of
Empire tells the story of these place-based transformations, revealing how U.S. empire both causes
and constrains mobility for its subjects, shaping migrants’ experiences of racialization, citizenship,
and belonging in new destinations of empire. In examining two spatial processes—imperialism and
migration—together, Emily Mitchell-Eaton reveals connections and flows between presumably
distant, “remote” sites like Arkansas and the Marshall Islands, showing them to be central to the
United States’ most urgent political issues: immigration, racial justice, militarization, and
decolonization.

abolition geography essays towards liberation: Temporary Monuments Rebecca Zorach,
2024-03-07 How art played a central role in the design of America’s racial enterprise—and how
contemporary artists resist it. Art has long played a key role in constructing how people understand
and imagine America. Starting with contemporary controversies over public monuments in the
United States, Rebecca Zorach carefully examines the place of art in the occupation of land and the
upholding of White power in the US, arguing that it has been central to the design of America’s
racial enterprise. Confronting closely held assumptions of art history, Zorach looks to the
intersections of art, nature, race, and place, working through a series of symbolic spaces—the
museum, the wild, islands, gardens, home, and walls and borders—to open and extend conversations
on the political implications of art and design. Against the backdrop of central moments in American
art, from the founding of early museums to the ascendancy of abstract expressionism, Zorach shows
how contemporary artists—including Dawoud Bey, Theaster Gates, Maria Gaspar, Kerry James
Marshall, Alan Michelson, Dylan Miner, Postcommodity, Cauleen Smith, and Amanda Williams—have
mined the relationship between environment and social justice, creating works that investigate and
interrupt White supremacist, carceral, and environmentally toxic worlds. The book also draws on
poetry, creative nonfiction, hip-hop videos, and Disney films to illuminate crucial topics in art
history, from the racial politics of abstraction to the origins of museums and the formation of canons.

abolition geography essays towards liberation: Struggle Within Dan Berger, 2014-04-01 The
Struggle Within is an accessible yet wide-ranging historical primer about how mass imprisonment
has been a tool of repression deployed against diverse left-wing social movements over the last fifty
years. Berger examines some of the most dynamic social movements across half a century: black
liberation, Puerto Rican independence, Native American sovereignty, Chicano radicalism, white
antiracist and working-class mobilizations, pacifist and antinuclear campaigns, and earth liberation
and animal rights. Berger’s encyclopedic knowledge of American social movements provides a rich
comparative history of numerous social movements that continue to shape contemporary politics.
The book also offers a little-heard voice in contemporary critiques of mass incarceration. Rather
than seeing the issue of America’s prison growth as stemming solely from the war on drugs, Berger
locates mass incarceration within a slew of social movements that have provided steep challenges to
state power.



Additional Resources

Abolitionism - Wikipedia
Abolitionism, or the abolitionist movement, is the political movement to end slavery and liberate
enslaved individuals around the world. The ...

ABOLITION Definition & Meanind - Merriam-Wet
The meaning of ABOLITION is the act of officially ending or stopping something : the act of abolishing
something. How to use abolition in a sentence.

\bolitionist M _ Definition & F Aboliti
Oct 27, 2009 - Critics of abolition argued that it contradicted the U.S. Constitution, which left the
option of slavery up to individual states.

Movement, U.S. History, Leaders, & Definition - Britan...
Apr 25, 2025 - abolitionism, (c. 1783-1888), in western Europe and the Americas, the movement
chiefly responsible for creating the ...

Abolition, Anti-Slavery Movements, and the Rise of t...
Black and white abolitionists in the first half of the nineteenth century waged a biracial assault against
slavery. Their efforts proved to be extremely ...

Abolitionism - Wikipedia
Abolitionism, or the abolitionist movement, is the political movement to end slavery and liberate
enslaved individuals around the world. The first country to fully outlaw slavery was France in ...

ABOLITION Definition & Meaning - Merriam-Wet
The meaning of ABOLITION is the act of officially ending or stopping something : the act of abolishing
something. How to use abolition in a sentence.

Abolitionist Movement - Definition & Famous Abolitionists - HISTORY
Oct 27, 2009 - Critics of abolition argued that it contradicted the U.S. Constitution, which left the
option of slavery up to individual states.

Movement, U.S. History, Leaders, & Definition - Britannica
Apr 25, 2025 - abolitionism, (c. 1783-1888), in western Europe and the Americas, the movement
chiefly responsible for creating the emotional climate necessary for ending the transatlantic ...

Abolition, Anti-Slavery Movements, and the Rise of the Sectional ...
Black and white abolitionists in the first half of the nineteenth century waged a biracial assault against
slavery. Their efforts proved to be extremely effective. Abolitionists focused attention ...

ABOLITION | English meaning - Cambridge Dictionary
ABOLITION definition: 1. the act of ending an activity or custom officially: 2. the act of ending an
activity or custom.... Learn more.

The Abolitionist Movement: Resistance to Slavery From the ...
Learn about the abolitionist movement, from its roots in the colonial era to the major figures who
fought to end slavery, up through the Civil War. In his 1937 mural, John Stewart Curry painted ...

What was the Abolitionist Movement? | Definition, Timeline



Sep 9, 2024 - The abolitionist movement (1830-1870) was a movement dedicated to ending slavery in
the United States. The movement was inspired by the passing of the Slavery ...

Abolition and the Abolitionists - Education
From the 1820s until the start of the U.S. Civil War, abolitionists called on the federal government to
prohibit the ownership of people in the Southern states. The cover of the Saturday, April 23, ...

Abolitionism in the United States - Wikipedia
In the United States, abolitionism, the movement that sought to end slavery in the country, was active
from the colonial era until the American Civil War, the end of which brought about the ...

Abolition Geography Essays Towards Liberation

Abolition Geography Essays Towards Liberation
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