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Introduction:

Ableism in higher education is a systemic issue that marginalizes students, faculty, and
staff with disabilities. It manifests in subtle and overt ways, creating significant barriers to
access, participation, and success. This article provides a comprehensive overview of
ableism in higher education, examining its various forms, its impact on individuals and the
institution, and potential strategies for fostering more inclusive and equitable learning
environments. Understanding the complexities of ableism in higher education is crucial to
dismantling these systemic barriers and building truly inclusive campuses.

H1: Manifestations of Ableism in Higher Education:

Ableism in higher education is not simply the absence of physical accessibility ramps; it's a
pervasive ideology that prioritizes certain bodies and minds over others. It encompasses a
range of practices, policies, and attitudes that disadvantage individuals with disabilities.
This includes:

Architectural and Physical Barriers: Lack of wheelchair access, inadequate signage,
insufficient restroom facilities, and inaccessible technology are all physical barriers that
limit participation for students with mobility impairments. This is a clear example of



ableism in higher education.
Curricular Ableism: Curriculum that assumes a certain level of physical and cognitive
ability excludes students with different learning styles and needs. Lack of diverse
representation in course materials further reinforces ableist narratives.
Pedagogical Ableism: Teaching methods that prioritize lecture-based learning and fast-
paced delivery can disadvantage students with attention deficit hyperactivity disorder
(ADHD), autism spectrum disorder (ASD), or other learning differences. The failure to
adopt inclusive pedagogical practices is a blatant form of ableism in higher education.
Attitudinal Ableism: Prejudices, stereotypes, and assumptions about the capabilities of
students with disabilities create a hostile environment. This can manifest as low
expectations, patronizing behavior, and a lack of understanding of the diverse needs of the
student population. Addressing attitudinal ableism in higher education is paramount.
Institutional Ableism: Policies and procedures that fail to address the specific needs of
students with disabilities, lack of accessible technology, insufficient support services, and
inadequate training for faculty and staff all contribute to systemic ableism in higher
education.
Lack of Accessible Technology: The increasing reliance on digital technologies in higher
education exacerbates the challenges faced by students with disabilities. Inaccessible
online course materials, lack of assistive technologies, and insufficient digital literacy
support create significant barriers. This contributes significantly to ableism in higher
education.

H2: The Impact of Ableism on Individuals and Institutions:

The consequences of ableism in higher education are profound. Students with disabilities
may experience:

Reduced academic achievement: Barriers to access and participation can hinder academic
progress and lower graduation rates.
Increased stress and anxiety: Navigating inaccessible environments and overcoming
discriminatory attitudes can lead to significant mental health challenges.
Social isolation: Feeling excluded and misunderstood can lead to social isolation and a
sense of not belonging.
Lower self-esteem: Experiences of discrimination and marginalization can impact self-
esteem and confidence.

For institutions, ableism translates to:

Legal liability: Failure to provide reasonable accommodations can result in legal
challenges.
Damaged reputation: A reputation for lack of inclusivity can deter prospective students
and faculty.
Missed opportunities: The talents and perspectives of students and faculty with disabilities
are often untapped due to systemic barriers.

H3: Strategies for Dismantling Ableism in Higher Education:

Addressing ableism in higher education requires a multi-pronged approach involving:



Universal Design for Learning (UDL): Implementing UDL principles ensures that
curriculum and pedagogy are designed to be accessible to all learners from the outset.
Accessible Technology and Assistive Devices: Providing access to assistive technologies,
such as screen readers, text-to-speech software, and captioning services, is essential.
Faculty Training: Faculty development programs that address disability awareness,
inclusive pedagogy, and the legal responsibilities of institutions are crucial.
Student Support Services: Robust support services, including academic advising,
counseling, and disability resource centers, are essential to help students navigate the
challenges of higher education.
Policy Changes: Institutions need to review and revise their policies and procedures to
ensure they are inclusive and compliant with disability rights legislation.
Community Building: Creating a culture of belonging and acceptance for students with
disabilities requires creating opportunities for social interaction and community building.
Accessibility Audits: Regular accessibility audits of physical spaces, online learning
environments, and institutional policies are crucial for identifying and addressing barriers.

H4: Moving Towards a More Inclusive Future:

Dismantling ableism in higher education requires a fundamental shift in mindset, a
commitment to equity and inclusion, and a willingness to challenge existing power
structures. It is a continuous process that demands ongoing evaluation, reflection, and
adaptation. This means actively listening to the experiences of students, faculty, and staff
with disabilities and centering their voices in the creation of inclusive and accessible
learning environments. By embracing the principles of disability justice and universal
design, institutions can build more equitable and just higher education systems.

Conclusion:

Ableism in higher education is a complex and pervasive issue that significantly impacts the
lives of students, faculty, and staff with disabilities. However, by understanding its various
manifestations and adopting proactive strategies, institutions can create more inclusive
and equitable learning environments. This requires a systemic change encompassing
physical accessibility, inclusive pedagogy, accessible technology, supportive policies, and
a commitment to dismantling ableist attitudes and practices. Ultimately, creating a truly
inclusive higher education system is essential not only for the well-being of individuals
with disabilities but for the enrichment of the entire academic community.

FAQs:

What is ableism? Ableism is discrimination and social prejudice against people with1.
disabilities based on the belief that typical abilities are superior.

How does ableism manifest in higher education? Ableism manifests in inaccessible1.
physical spaces, inaccessible curriculum, exclusionary teaching methods,
discriminatory attitudes, and inadequate support services.



What are the legal implications of ableism in higher education? Institutions failing to1.
provide reasonable accommodations to students with disabilities can face legal
challenges under the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and similar legislation.

What is Universal Design for Learning (UDL)? UDL is a framework for creating1.
flexible learning environments that cater to the diverse needs of all learners.

How can faculty contribute to dismantling ableism? Faculty can contribute by1.
adopting inclusive pedagogical practices, being aware of their own biases, and
participating in disability awareness training.

What role do support services play in addressing ableism? Support services such as1.
disability resource centers provide crucial assistance to students with disabilities,
helping them access accommodations and navigate the challenges of higher
education.

How can institutions conduct accessibility audits effectively? Effective accessibility1.
audits involve reviewing physical spaces, online platforms, and policies through the
lens of disability inclusion, engaging with students with disabilities for feedback, and
creating actionable plans for improvement.

What is the difference between reasonable accommodations and undue hardship?1.
Reasonable accommodations are changes that allow individuals with disabilities to
participate fully, while undue hardship refers to significant difficulty or expense in
implementing an accommodation.

How can students advocate for themselves and their needs in a higher education1.
setting? Students can advocate by documenting instances of ableism, communicating
their needs to faculty and support services, and engaging in campus activism to
promote accessibility and inclusion.



Related Articles:

"Disability and Higher Education: A Critical Analysis of Access and Inclusion": This1.
article offers a critical examination of the historical and ongoing challenges faced by
students with disabilities in higher education, focusing on systemic barriers and
social models of disability.

"Inclusive Pedagogy in Higher Education: Strategies for Engaging Diverse Learners":1.
This article explores practical strategies for creating inclusive learning environments
that cater to the diverse needs of all students, including those with disabilities.

"The Role of Assistive Technology in Higher Education: Bridging the Gap Between1.
Access and Participation": This article examines the importance of assistive
technology in promoting accessibility and participation for students with disabilities.

"Accessibility Audits in Higher Education: A Practical Guide": This article offers a1.
practical guide to conducting thorough and effective accessibility audits of physical
and digital learning environments.

"Addressing Ableism in Higher Education: A Multi-Stakeholder Approach": This1.
article explores the importance of collaboration between students, faculty,
administrators, and disability service providers in creating more inclusive campuses.

"The Mental Health Impacts of Ableism on Students with Disabilities": This article1.
addresses the unique mental health challenges faced by students with disabilities
due to ableism.

"Neurodiversity in Higher Education: Creating Inclusive Learning Environments for1.
Neurodivergent Students": This article specifically addresses the needs of
neurodivergent students, focusing on creating inclusive learning spaces.

"The Legal Framework for Disability Rights in Higher Education": This article1.



provides a comprehensive overview of the legal framework surrounding disability
rights in higher education.

"Faculty Development and Inclusive Teaching: Training for Disability Awareness and1.
Inclusive Practices": This article discusses the importance of ongoing faculty
development in inclusive teaching practices.

  ableism in higher education: Academic Ableism Jay Dolmage, 2017-11-22 Places notions of
disability at the center of higher education and argues that inclusiveness allows for a better
education for everyone
  ableism in higher education: Lived Experiences of Ableism in Academia Nicole Brown,
2021-05-25 Embedded in personal experiences, this collection explores ableism in academia.
Through theoretical lenses including autobiography, autoethnography, embodiment, body work and
emotional labour, contributors explore being ‘othered’ in academia and provide practical examples
to develop inclusive universities and a less ableist environment.
  ableism in higher education: Ableism in Academia Nicole Brown, Jennifer Leigh,
2020-10-05 Rather than embracing difference as a reflection of wider society, academic ecosystems
seek to normalise and homogenise ways of working and of being a researcher. As a consequence,
ableism in academia is endemic. However, to date no attempt has been made to theorise experiences
of ableism in academia. Ableism in Academia provides an interdisciplinary outlook on ableism that is
currently missing. Through reporting research data and exploring personal experiences, the
contributors theorise and conceptualise what it means to be/work outside the stereotypical norm.
The volume brings together a range of perspectives, including feminism, post-structuralism, such as
Derridean and Foucauldian theory, crip theory and disability theory, and draw on the width and
breadth of a number of related disciplines. Contributors use technicism, leadership, social justice
theories and theories of embodiment to raise awareness and increase understanding of the
marginalised; that is those academics who are not perfect. These theories are placed in the context
of neoliberal academia, which is distant from the privileged and romanticised versions that exist in
the public and internalised imaginations of academics, and used to interrogate aspects of identity,
aspects of how disability is performed, and to argue that ableism is not just a disability issue. This
timely collection of chapters will be of interest to researchers in Disability Studies, Higher Education
Studies and Sociology, and to those researching the relationship between theory and personal
experience across the Social Sciences.
  ableism in higher education: Disability in Higher Education Nancy J. Evans, Ellen M. Broido,
Kirsten R. Brown, Autumn K. Wilke, 2017-03-06 Create campuses inclusive and supportive of
disabled students, staff, and faculty Disability in Higher Education: A Social Justice Approach
examines how disability is conceptualized in higher education and ways in which students, faculty,
and staff with disabilities are viewed and served on college campuses. Drawing on multiple
theoretical frameworks, research, and experience creating inclusive campuses, this text offers a new
framework for understanding disability using a social justice lens. Many institutions focus solely on
legal access and accommodation, enabling a system of exclusion and oppression. However, using
principles of universal design, social justice, and other inclusive practices, campus environments can
be transformed into more inclusive and equitable settings for all constituents. The authors consider
the experiences of students, faculty, and staff with disabilities and offer strategies for addressing
ableism within a variety of settings, including classrooms, residence halls, admissions and



orientation, student organizations, career development, and counseling. They also expand traditional
student affairs understandings of disability issues by including chapters on technology, law, theory,
and disability services. Using social justice principles, the discussion spans the entire college
experience of individuals with disabilities, and avoids any single-issue focus such as physical
accessibility or classroom accommodations. The book will help readers: Consider issues in addition
to access and accommodation Use principles of universal design to benefit students and employees
in academic, cocurricular, and employment settings Understand how disability interacts with
multiple aspects of identity and experience. Despite their best intentions, college personnel
frequently approach disability from the singular perspective of access to the exclusion of other
important issues. This book provides strategies for addressing ableism in the assumptions, policies
and practices, organizational structures, attitudes, and physical structures of higher education.
  ableism in higher education: Negotiating Disability Stephanie L. Kerschbaum, Laura T.
Eisenman, James M. Jones, 2017-11-15 Thought-provoking essays that explore how disability is
named, identified, claimed, and negotiated in higher education settings
  ableism in higher education: Mad at School Margaret Price, 2011-02-17 Explores the
contested boundaries between disability, illness, and mental illness in higher education
  ableism in higher education: Ableism: The Causes and Consequences of Disability Prejudice
Michelle R. Nario-Redmond, 2019-10-01 The first comprehensive volume to integrate
social-scientific literature on the origins and manifestations of prejudice against disabled people
Ableism, prejudice against disabled people stereotyped as incompetent and dependent, can elicit a
range of reactions that include fear, contempt, pity, and inspiration. Current literature—often
narrowly focused on a specific aspect of the subject or limited in scope to psychoanalytic
tradition—fails to examine the many origins and manifestations of ableism. Filling a significant gap
in the field, Ableism: The Causes and Consequences of Disability Prejudice is the first work to
synthesize classic and contemporary studies on the evolutionary, ideological, and
cognitive-emotional sources of ableism. This comprehensive volume examines new manifestations of
ableism, summarizes the state of research on disability prejudice, and explores real-world personal
accounts and interventions to illustrate the various forms and impacts of ableism. This important
contribution to the field combines evidence from multiple theoretical perspectives, including
published and unpublished work from both disabled and nondisabled constituents, on the causes,
consequences, and elimination of disability prejudice. Each chapter places findings in the context of
contemporary theories—identifying methodological limits and suggesting alternative interpretations.
Topics include the evolutionary and existential origins of disability prejudice, cultural and
impairment-specific stereotypes, interventions to reduce prejudice, and how to effect social change
through collective action and advocacy. Adopting a holistic approach to the study of disability
prejudice, this accessibly-written volume: Provides an inclusive, up-to-date exploration of the origins
and expressions of ableism Addresses how to resist ableist practices, prioritize accessible policies,
and create more equitable social relations with pages earmarked for activists and allies Focuses on
interpersonal and intergroup analysis from a social-psychological perspective Integrates research
from multiple disciplines to illustrate critical cognitive, affective and behavioral mechanisms and
manifestations of ableism Suggests future research directions based on topics covered in each
chapter Ableism: The Causes and Consequences of Disability Prejudice is an important resource for
social, community and rehabilitation psychologists, scholars and researchers of disability studies,
and students, activists, and academics across political, sociological, and humanistic disciplines. “This
book is an excellent resource for both members of the academic field and lay readers seeking to
know more about disability prejudice and ways to address it.” ~ Charlotte Schreyer, Syracuse
University, Published on H-Disability (September 2022)
  ableism in higher education: Disability as Diversity in Higher Education Eunyoung Kim,
Katherine C. Aquino, 2017-02-03 Addressing disability not as a form of student impairment—as it is
typically perceived at the postsecondary level—but rather as an important dimension of student
diversity and identity, this book explores how disability can be more effectively incorporated into



college environments. Chapters propose new perspectives, empirical research, and case studies to
provide the necessary foundation for understanding the role of disability within campus climate and
integrating students with disabilities into academic and social settings. Contextualizing disability
through the lens of intersectionality, Disability as Diversity in Higher Education illustrates how
higher education institutions can use policies and practices to enhance inclusion and student
success.
  ableism in higher education: Undoing Ableism Susan Baglieri, Priya Lalvani, 2019-08-30
Undoing Ableism is a sourcebook for teaching about disability and anti-ableism in K–12 classrooms.
Conceptually grounded in disability studies, critical pedagogy, and social justice education, this book
provides both a rationale as well as strategies for broad-based inquiries that allow students to
examine social and cultural foundations of oppression, learn to disrupt ableism, and position
themselves as agents of social change. Using an interactive style, the book provides tools teachers
can use to facilitate authentic dialogues with students about constructed meanings of disability, the
nature of belongingness, and the creation of inclusive communities.
  ableism in higher education: Excluded by Choice Federico R. Waitoller, 2020 Through
powerful narratives of parents of Black and Latinx students with disabilities, this book provides a
unique look at the relationship between disability, race, urban space, and market-driven educational
policies. Offering significant insights into complex forms of educational exclusion, the text illustrates
the actual challenges and paradoxes of school choice faced by today’s parents. Included are
explanations for the kinds of injustices students with disabilities face every day, as well as resources
that can be helpful for engaging in collective action aimed at improving educational services for all
children. This accessible resource offers recommendations to help policymakers, charter school
administrators, teachers, and families tackle the challenges of school choice while dealing effectively
with the new generation of inclusive schools. Book Features: Presents a first-of-its-kind look at how
Black and Latinx parents of students with disabilities experience market-driven approaches to
education. Identifies the consequences of push-out practices in charter schools and how families
experience and resist these practices. Situates school choice amid historical and compounding forms
of exclusion associated with geographical (neighborhood) and social (disability, race, and class)
locations. Provides lessons learned and valuable guidance for creating a new generation of inclusive
charter schools.
  ableism in higher education: DisCrit—Disability Studies and Critical Race Theory in
Education David J. Connor, Beth A. Ferri, Subini A. Annamma, 2016 This groundbreaking volume
brings together major figures in Disability Studies in Education (DSE) and Critical Race Theory
(CRT) to explore some of today’s most important issues in education. Scholars examine the
achievement/opportunity gaps from both historical and contemporary perspectives, as well as the
overrepresentation of minority students in special education and the school-to-prison pipeline.
Chapters also address school reform and the impact on students based on race, class, and dis/ability
and the capacity of law and policy to include (and exclude). Readers will discover how some students
are included (and excluded) within schools and society, why some citizens are afforded expanded (or
limited) opportunities in life, and who moves up in the world and who is trapped at the “bottom of
the well.” Contributors: D.L. Adams, Susan Baglieri, Stephen J. Ball, Alicia Broderick, Kathleen M.
Collins, Nirmala Erevelles, Edward Fergus, Zanita E. Fenton, David Gillborn, Kris Guitiérrez,
Kathleen A. King Thorius, Elizabeth Kozleski, Zeus Leonardo, Claustina Mahon-Reynolds, Elizabeth
Mendoza, Christina Paguyo, Laurence Parker, Nicola Rollock, Paolo Tan, Sally Tomlinson, and Carol
Vincent “With a stunning set of authors, this book provokes outrage and possibility at the rich
intersection of critical race, class, and disability studies, refracting back on educational policy and
practices, inequities and exclusions but marking also spaces for solidarities. This volume is a
must-read for preservice, and long-term educators, as the fault lines of race, (dis)ability, and class
meet in the belly of educational reform movements and educational justice struggles.” —Michelle
Fine, distinguished professor of Critical Psychology and Urban Education, The Graduate Center,
CUNY “Offers those who sincerely seek to better understand the complexity of the intersection of



race/ethnicity, dis/ability, social class, and gender a stimulating read that sheds new light on the
root of some of our long-standing societal and educational inequities.” —Wanda J. Blanchett,
distinguished professor and dean, Rutgers University, Graduate School of Education
  ableism in higher education: Ableism at Work Paul David Harpur, 2019-12-19 The UN
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities promotes ability equality, but this is not
experienced in national laws. Ableism at Work: Disability and Hierarchies of Impairment is a
comprehensive comparative legal, practical and theoretical analysis of workplace inequalities
experienced by workers with psychosocial disabilities.
  ableism in higher education: The Oxford Handbook of Social Justice in Music Education
Cathy Benedict, Patrick K. Schmidt, Gary Spruce, Paul Woodford, 2015 The Oxford Handbook of
Social Justice in Music Education provides a comprehensive overview and scholarly analyses of
challenges relating to social justice in musical and educational practice worldwide, and provides
practical suggestions that should result in more equitable and humane learning opportunities for
students of all ages.
  ableism in higher education: Lived Experiences of Ableism in Academia Nicole Brown,
2021-05-25 Demands for excellence and efficiency have created an ableist culture in academia. What
impact do these expectations have on disabled, chronically ill and neurodivergent colleagues? This
important and eye-opening collection explores ableism in academia from the viewpoint of academics'
personal and professional experiences and scholarship. Through the theoretical lenses of
autobiography, autoethnography, embodiment, body work and emotional labour, contributors from
the UK, Canada and the US present insightful, critical, analytical and rigorous explorations of being
‘othered’ in academia. Deeply embedded in personal experiences, this perceptive book provides
examples for universities to develop inclusive practices, accessible working and learning conditions
and a less ableist environment.
  ableism in higher education: Making the Most of Your Research Journal Nicole Brown,
2021-10-19 Providing practical guidance based on real-life examples, this book shows researchers
different forms and ways of keeping a research journal and how to get the most out of journaling.
Appealing to postgraduate students, new and experienced researchers, the book: • provides a
theoretical grounding and information about knowledge and sensory systems and reflexivity; •
presents a practical exploration of what a journal looks like and when and how to record entries; •
includes helpful end-of-chapter exercises and online resources. Providing valuable food for thought
and examples to experiment with, the book highlights the different forms of research journals and
entries so that readers can find what works for them. Giving researchers licence to do things
differently, the book encourages and enables readers to develop their own sense of researcher
identity and voice.
  ableism in higher education: Social Justice and Education in the 21st Century Willie Pearson
Jr., Vijay Reddy, 2021-04-10 The world is not an equal place. There are high- and low-income
countries and high- and low-income households. For each group, there are differential educational
opportunities, leading to differential educational outcomes and differential labor market
opportunities. This pattern often reproduces the privileges and inequalities of groups in a society.
This book explores this differentiation in education from a social justice lens. Comparing the United
States and South Africa, this book analyzes each country’s developmental thinking on education,
from human capital and human rights approaches, in both primary and higher education. The
enclosed contributions draw from different disciplines including legal studies, sociology, psychology,
computer science and public policy.
  ableism in higher education: Social Innovation in Higher Education Carmen Păunescu,
Katri-Liis Lepik, Nicholas Spencer, 2022-01-01 This open access book offers unique and novel views
on the social innovation landscape, tools, practices, pedagogies, and research in the context of
higher education. International, multi-disciplinary academics and industry leaders present new
developments, research evidence, and practice expertise on social innovation in higher education
institutions (HEIs), across academic and professional disciplines. The book includes a selected set of



peer-reviewed chapters presenting different perspectives against which relevant actors can identify
and analyse social innovation in HEIs. The volume demonstrates how HEIs can respond to societal
challenges, support positive social change, and contribute to the development of international public
policy discourse. It answers the question ‘how does the present higher education system, in different
countries, promote social innovation and create social change and impact’. In answering this
question, the book identifies factors driving success as well as obstacles. Furthermore, it examines
how higher education innovation assists societal challenges and investigates the benefits of effective
social innovation engagement by HEIs. The interdisciplinary approach of the volume makes it a
must-read for scholars, students, policy-makers, and practitioners of economics, education, business
and management, political science, and sociology interested in a better understanding of social
innovation.
  ableism in higher education: Understanding Disability Policy Alan Roulstone, Simon Prideaux,
2012 We live at a paradoxical time for many disabled people: some achieve new freedoms while
others face cuts in services and attempts to restrict who counts as disabled. Locating disability
policy within broader social policy contexts, Alan Roulstone and Simon Prideaux critically explore
the roles of social support, poverty, socio-economic status, community safety, spatial change, and
other issues in shaping disabled people's opportunities. They also consider implications for future
policy developments, including the impact of changing government and academic understandings of
disability.
  ableism in higher education: Assessment and Feedback in Higher Education: A Guide for
Teachers Teresa McConlogue , 2020-05-01 Teachers spend much of their time on assessment, yet
many higher education teachers have received minimal guidance on assessment design and
marking. This means assessment can often be a source of stress and frustration. Assessment and
Feedback in Higher Education aims to solve these problems. Offering a concise overview of
assessment theory and practice, this guide provides teachers with the help they need.
  ableism in higher education: Pedagogies of Social Justice in Physical Education and
Youth Sport Shrehan Lynch, Jennifer L. Walton-Fisette, Carla Luguetti, 2021-12-24 This book offers
an overview of contemporary debates in social justice and equity within Physical Education (PE) and
Youth Sport (YS). It gives the reader clear direction on how to evaluate their current PE or YS
program against current research and provides ideas for content, curriculum development,
implementation, and pedagogical impact. The book addresses key contemporary issues including
healthism, sexism, racism, classism, heterosexism, ableism and colonialism, and it highlights the
importance of positionality and critical awareness on the part of the teacher, coach, or researcher.
Presenting an array of case studies, practical examples, and thought-provoking questions, the book
discusses equitable pedagogies and how they might be implemented, including in curriculum design
and assessment. Concise, and avoiding academic jargon, this is an invaluable guide for pre-service
and in-service teachers, teacher educators, coaches, and educators, helping them to ensure that all
students and young people are included within the PE and YS settings for which they are
responsible.
  ableism in higher education: Contours of Ableism F. Campbell, 2009-09-16 Challenging
notions of what constitutes 'normal' and 'pathological' bodies, this ambitious, agenda-setting study
theoretically reinvigorates disability studies by reconceptualising it as 'studies of ableism' focusing
on the practices and formations of able-bodiedness to uncover what it means to be 'able' rather than
'disabled'.
  ableism in higher education: The Accidental Teacher Annie Lubliner Lehmann, 2009-06-02
A mother's honest, unvarnished, and touching memoir about the life lessons she learned from a son
with autism
  ableism in higher education: The Question of Access Tanya Titchkosky, 2011-09-10 Values
such as ‘access’ and ‘inclusion’ are unquestioned in the contemporary educational landscape. But
many methods of addressing these issues — installing signs, ramps, and accessible washrooms —
frame disability only as a problem to be ‘fixed.’ The Question of Access investigates the social



meanings of access in contemporary university life from the perspective of Cultural Disability
Studies. Through narratives of struggle and analyses of policy and everyday practices, Tanya
Titchkosky shows how interpretations of access reproduce conceptions of who belongs, where and
when. Titchkosky examines how the bureaucratization of access issues has affected understandings
of our lives together in social space. Representing ‘access’ as a beginning point for how disability
can be rethought, rather than as a mere synonym for justice, The Question of Access allows readers
to critically question their own implicit conceptions of disability, non-disability, and access.
  ableism in higher education: Embodied Inquiry Jennifer Leigh, Nicole Brown, 2021-07
Embodied inquiry is the process of using embodied approaches in order to study, explore or
investigate a topic. But what does it actually mean to be 'embodied'? This book explores why and
how we use our bodies in order to research, what an embodied approach brings to a research
project, and the kinds of considerations that need to be taken into account to research in this way.
We all have bodies, feelings, emotions and experiences that affect the questions we are interested in,
the ways in which we choose to approach finding out the answers to those questions, and the
patterns we see in the data we gather as a result. Embodied Inquiry foregrounds these questions of
positionality and reflexivity in research. It considers how a project or study may be designed to take
these into account and why multimodal and creative approaches to research may be used to capture
embodied experiences. The book offers insights into how to analyse the types of data emerging from
embodied inquiries, and the ethical considerations that are important to consider. Accounting for the
interdisciplinary nature of the field, this book has been written to be a concise primer into Embodied
Inquiry for research students, scholars and practitioners alike.
  ableism in higher education: Have Dog, Will Travel Stephen Kuusisto, 2019-03-19 In a lyrical
love letter to guide dogs everywhere, a blind poet shares his delightful story of how a guide dog
changed his life and helped him discover a newfound appreciation for travel and independence.
Stephen Kuusisto was born legally blind—but he was also raised in the 1950s and taught to deny his
blindness in order to pass as sighted. Stephen attended public school, rode a bike, and read books
pressed right up against his nose. As an adult, he coped with his limited vision by becoming a
professor in a small college town, memorizing routes for all of the places he needed to be. Then, at
the age of thirty-eight, he was laid off. With no other job opportunities in his vicinity, he would have
to travel to find work. This is how he found himself at Guiding Eyes, paired with a Labrador named
Corky. In this vivid and lyrical memoir, Stephen Kuusisto recounts how an incredible partnership
with a guide dog changed his life and the heart-stopping, wondrous adventure that began for him in
midlife. Profound and deeply moving, this is a spiritual journey, the story of discovering that life with
a guide dog is both a method and a state of mind.
  ableism in higher education: Disability Visibility Alice Wong, 2020-06-30 “Disability rights
activist Alice Wong brings tough conversations to the forefront of society with this anthology. It
sheds light on the experience of life as an individual with disabilities, as told by none other than
authors with these life experiences. It's an eye-opening collection that readers will revisit time and
time again.” —Chicago Tribune One in five people in the United States lives with a disability. Some
disabilities are visible, others less apparent—but all are underrepresented in media and popular
culture. Activist Alice Wong brings together this urgent, galvanizing collection of contemporary
essays by disabled people, just in time for the thirtieth anniversary of the Americans with Disabilities
Act, From Harriet McBryde Johnson’s account of her debate with Peter Singer over her own
personhood to original pieces by authors like Keah Brown and Haben Girma; from blog posts,
manifestos, and eulogies to Congressional testimonies, and beyond: this anthology gives a glimpse
into the rich complexity of the disabled experience, highlighting the passions, talents, and everyday
lives of this community. It invites readers to question their own understandings. It celebrates and
documents disability culture in the now. It looks to the future and the past with hope and love.
  ableism in higher education: Disability and Social Change Sonali Shah, Mark Priestley,
2011 'Disability and Social Change' will reveal how life has changed for disabled people growing up
in Britain over the past 70 years, from the 1940s to the present day. It seeks to provide an in-depth



examination of the interplay between individual biography and social context.
  ableism in higher education: Racism in the Canadian University Frances Henry, Carol Tator,
2009-05-26 The mission statements and recruitment campaigns for modern Canadian universities
promote diverse and enlightened communities. Racism in the Canadian University questions this
idea by examining the ways in which the institutional culture of the academy privileges Whiteness
and Anglo-Eurocentric ways of knowing. Often denied and dismissed in practice as well as policy,
the various forms of racism still persist in the academy. This collection, informed by critical theory,
personal experience, and empirical research, scrutinizes both historical and contemporary
manifestations of racism in Canadian academic institutions, finding in these communities a deep rift
between how racism is imagined and how it is lived. With equal emphasis on scholarship and
personal perspectives, Racism in the Canadian University is an important look at how racial minority
faculty and students continue to engage in a daily struggle for safe, inclusive spaces in classrooms
and among peers, colleagues, and administrators.
  ableism in higher education: As by Fire Jonathan D. Jansen, 2017 What are the real roots of
the student protests of 2015 and 2016? Is it actually about fees? Why did so many protests turn
violent? Where is the government while the buildings burn, and do the students know how to end the
protests? Former Free State University Vice-Chancellor Jonathan Jansen delves into the
unprecedented disruption of universities that caught South Africa by surprise. In frank interviews
with eleven of the VCs most affected, he examines the forces at work, why the protests escalate into
chaos, and what is driving - and exasperating - our youth. This urgent and necessary book gives us
an insider view of the crisis, tells us why the conflict will not go away and what it means for the
future of our universities.--Back cover.
  ableism in higher education: Universal Design in Higher Education Sheryl E. Burgstahler,
Rebecca C. Cory, 2010-01-01 Universal Design in Higher Education looks at the design of physical
and technological environments at institutions of higher education; at issues pertaining to
curriculum and instruction; and at the full array of student services. Universal Design in Higher
Education is a comprehensive guide for researchers and practitioners on creating fully accessible
college and university programs. It is founded upon, and contributes to, theories of universal design
in education that have been gaining increasingly wide attention in recent years. As greater numbers
of students with disabilities attend postsecondary educational institutions, administrators have
expressed increased interest in making their programs accessible to all students. This book provides
both theoretical and practical guidance for schools as they work to turn this admirable goal into a
reality. It addresses a comprehensive range of topics on universal design for higher education
institutions, thus making a crucial contribution to the growing body of literature on special
education and universal design. This book will be of unique value to university and college
administrators, and to special education researchers, practitioners, and activists.
  ableism in higher education: Constructing the (m)other Priya Lalvani, 2019 Constructing the
(M)other is a collection of personal narratives about motherhood in the context of a society in which
disability holds a stigmatized position. From multiple vantage points, these autoethnographies reveal
how ableist beliefs about disability are institutionally upheld and reified. Collectively they seek to
call attention to a patriarchal surveillance of mothering, challenge the trope of the good mother, and
dismantle the constructed hierarchy of acceptable children. The stories contained in this volume are
counter-narratives of resistance--they are the devices through which mothers push back. Rejecting
notions of the otherness of their children, in these essays, mothers negotiate their identities and
claim access to the category of normative motherhood. Readers are likely to experience dissonance,
have their assumptions about disability challenged, and find their parameters of normalcy
transformed.
  ableism in higher education: Education, Disability and Social Policy Steve Haines, David
Ruebain, 2011-06-08 Questions this book considers include.
  ableism in higher education: A Connected Curriculum for Higher Education Dilly Fung,
2017-06-07 Is it possible to bring university research and student education into a more connected,



more symbiotic relationship? If so, can we develop programmes of study that enable faculty,
students and ‘real world’ communities to connect in new ways? In this accessible book, Dilly Fung
argues that it is not only possible but also potentially transformational to develop new forms of
research-based education. Presenting the Connected Curriculum framework already adopted by
UCL, she opens windows onto new initiatives related to, for example, research-based education,
internationalisation, the global classroom, interdisciplinarity and public engagement. A Connected
Curriculum for Higher Education is, however, not just about developing engaging programmes of
study. Drawing on the field of philosophical hermeneutics, Fung argues how the Connected
Curriculum framework can help to create spaces for critical dialogue about educational values, both
within and across existing research groups, teaching departments and learning communities.
Drawing on vignettes of practice from around the world, she argues that developing the synergies
between research and education can empower faculty members and students from all backgrounds
to contribute to the global common good.
  ableism in higher education: Disabled Upon Arrival Jay Timothy Dolmage, 2018-03 A
rhetorical examination of the spaces, technologies, and discourses of immigration restriction during
the peak period of North American immigration in the early twentieth century. Links
anti-immigration rhetoric to eugenics--and argues racist and ableist ideas about bodily values have
never really gone away--
  ableism in higher education: Life of the Mind Interrupted Katie Rose Guest Pryal, 2017
Academia isn't an easy place to be if your brain isn't quite right. Written for a popular audience, the
essays in this book cover topics such as disclosure of disabilities, accommodations and accessibility,
how to be a good abled friend to a disabled person, the trigger warnings debate, and more.
  ableism in higher education: Feeling Academic in the Neoliberal University Yvette Taylor,
Kinneret Lahad, 2018-02-09 This book offers a contemporary account of what it means to inhabit
academia as a privilege, risk, entitlement or a failure. Drawing on international perspectives from a
range of academic disciplines, it asks whether feminist spaces can offer freedom or flight from the
corporatized and commercialized neoliberal university. How are feminist voices felt, heard, received,
silenced, and masked? What is it to be a feminist academic in the neoliberal university? How are
expectations, entitlements and burdens felt in inhabiting feminist positions and what of 'bad feeling'
or 'unhappiness' amongst feminists? The volume consider these issues from across the career
course, including from 'early career' and senior established scholars, as these diverse categories are
themselves entangled in academic structures, sentiments and subjectivities; they are solidified in,
for example, entry and promotion schemes as well as funding calls, and they ask us to identify in
particular stages of 'being' or 'becoming' academic, while arguably denying the possibility of ever
arriving. It will be essential reading for students and researchers in the areas of Education,
Sociology, and Gender Studies.
  ableism in higher education: Teaching About Social Justice Issues in Physical
Education Jennifer L. Walton-Fisette, Sue Sutherland, Joanne Hill, 2019-09-01 Addressing social
justice issues in a physical education context is necessary both at the higher education and PK-12
settings. Limited undergraduate and graduate programs educate their students about social justice
issues, thus, resulting in licensed teachers who lack the content knowledge, comfort level and
pedagogical tools on how to educate students about issues related to social justice. Grounded in the
transformative pedagogy theoretical framework, this book will offer practical lessons and strategies
on a wide variety of social issues (e.g., body, race, self-identity, immigration) that can be used in
teacher education and the PK-12 setting. The goal is for teacher educators and practitioners to feel
more comfortable with teaching about and for social justice and believe this resource will enhance
their content and pedagogical knowledge in the quest to achieve that goal. The purpose of this book
is to provide physical education teacher educators and PK-12 physical education teachers with
lesson plans and resources on how to address social justice issues in a physical education setting.
This book will include sample lesson plans/activities that address a wide variety of social issues – the
what, the how and the challenges and possibilities that the author(s) encountered when teaching



such a lesson/activity. Addressing social justice issues has been limited in physical education, both in
higher education and PK-12, especially in the United States. Numerous scholars, internationally,
have engaged in research studies that explored how social justice issues are addressed in physical
education teacher education. Although we have research to support the limitations and complexities
of teaching about sociocultural issues and for social justice, a more practical resource for teacher
educators and inservice teachers is needed. The market for this book will be physical education
teacher educators and PK-12 physical education teachers throughout the world.
  ableism in higher education: Dis/ability Studies Dan Goodley, 2014-04-24 In this
ground-breaking new work, Dan Goodley makes the case for a novel, distinct, intellectual, and
political project – dis/ability studies – an orientation that might encourage us to think again about
the phenomena of disability and ability. Drawing on a range of interdisciplinary areas, including
sociology, psychology, education, policy and cultural studies, this much needed text takes the most
topical and important issues in critical disability theory, and pushes them into new theoretical
territory. Goodley argues that we are entering a time of dis/ability studies, when both categories of
disability and ability require expanding upon as a response to the global politics of neoliberal
capitalism. Divided into two parts, the first section traces the dual processes of ableism and
disablism, suggesting that one cannot exist without the other, and makes the case for a
research-driven and intersectional analysis of dis/ability. The second section applies this new
analytical framework to a range of critical topics, including: The biopolitics of dis/ability and debility
Inclusive education Psychopathology Markets, communities and civil society. Dis/ability Studies
provides much needed depth, texture and analysis in this emerging discipline. This accessible text
will appeal to students and researchers of disability across a range of disciplines, as well as
disability activists, policymakers, and practitioners working directly with disabled people.
  ableism in higher education: Disability as Diversity Lisa M. Meeks, Leslie Neal-Boylan,
2020-06-17 Administrators and faculty in medical, nursing and health science programs are
witnessing a substantial increase in the number of students with disabilities entering their
programs. Concurrently, the benefits of diversity in healthcare are becoming increasingly apparent
and important. Provider-patient concordance is a known mechanism for reducing health care
disparities. By developing a workforce that mirrors the patient population, we can appropriately
inform disability care, reducing health care disparities while embracing the tenets of the Americans
With Disabilities Act (ADA), namely equal opportunity, full participation, independent living, and
economic self-sufficiency for qualified individuals with disabilities. One in five individuals will
experience disability at some point in their lives, making this the largest minority in the US. A
commitment to disability inclusion for qualified students should be a high-level goal of nursing,
medical, and other health science programs. To support this goal, leaders in these areas must
develop robust programs and an understanding of the best practices for inclusion. This
first-of-its-kind title is designed to help deans, program directors, faculty, student affairs personnel
and disability resource professionals thoughtfully plan for the growing population of health-care
professionals with disabilities. The content helps stakeholders contextualize disability inclusion in
health-care education as a function of social justice and a mechanism of reducing health care
disparities for patients. It offers pragmatic advice, grounded in research, best practice, and case law
to address the highly nuanced approach to determining and implementing accommodations in a
high-stakes clinical environment. Disability as Diversity connects the moving parts necessary to
ensure equal access for qualified students and provides a blueprint for crafting policy, proactive
messaging, improving climate, adhering to accreditation standards, addressing licensing and board
exams, responding to student failure, all while remaining compliant with the Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA), and applicable Federal regulations. This text provides educators with the
perspectives and skills they need to bring disability inclusion to the forefront of health education.
  ableism in higher education: Foucault and Feminist Philosophy of Disability Shelley Tremain,
2017-11-22 Addresses misrepresentations of Foucault's work within feminist philosophy and
disability studies, offering a new feminist philosophy of disability



Additional Resources
Disability in Higher Education: How Ableism Affects …
Jay Timothy Dolmage’s Academic Ableism: Disability and Higher Education (University of
Michigan Press, 2017), is a comprehensive and detailed critique of ableism in higher
education.

Journal of University Teaching & Learning Practice - ed
Disabilities and neurodiversity are dominantly understood as something that challenges
higher education rather than something that enriches it: ableist underpinnings
characterize higher …

“Breaking a vicious cycle”: the reproduction of ableism in higher
Ableism in higher education can be understood in the context of what Dolmage (2017)
terms academic ableism. In describing higher education as a neoliberal industry, one in
which …

Ableism in the Academy? A Systematic Review and Meta
Higher education completion rates are significantly lower for people with dis-abilities as
compared to the general population (Sanford et al., 2011). U.S. Department of Education
data indicate …

PROBLEMATISING ABLEIST EPISTEMOLOGIES IN …
EPISTEMOLOGIES IN HIGHER EDUCATION By Ursula Mary Blythe* The ‘body politic’ is
an ancient metaphor by which nations, societies, and public institutions are envisioned
through a …

VISIBILITY OF BLINDNESS: INTERROGATING ABLEISM …
VISIBILITY OF BLINDNESS: INTERROGATING ABLEISM IN THE SYSTEM OF HIGHER
EDUCATION Anirban Mukherjee * & Ishan Chakraborty ** ABSTRACT Socio -cultural …

Ableism in Higher Education: A Participatory Investigation …
Ableist Oppression: implicit and explicit dispositional attributions against disabled
students (e.g., microaggressions and policy). Accommodation Seeking: indirect
accessibility, paradox of …

Higher education and ableism: Experiences of disabled
er details the persistent and continuous struggles disabled students face in attempts to be
included in Higher Education (HE). Sector practices for widening participation and
inclusion …

Ableism in academia: where are the disabled and ill academics?
We draw on our research and our experiences as speakers regarding ableism in academia
to provide food for thought, stimulate a debate and raise awareness of those academics …

Disability, Race, and Origin Intersectionality in the Doctoral …
This paper explores the experiences of a doctoral disabled student at a university to
examine how ableist structures in graduate programs affect access to higher education
and post-degree …

Anti-Ableism in Higher Education: A Changemaking Report



Anti-Ableism In Higher Education: A Changemaking Report Abstract ha Approximately 19
percent of undergraduate students in the United States identify as ving a disability, yet
postsecondary …

Academic Ableism in Higher Education - University of East …
Ableism is reinforced at universities because they are set up hierar chically,
organisationally and architecturally in ways that reflect society (Dolmage, 2017). The
academy is a site of class …

It Is Time to Address Ableism in Academia: A Systematic …
Twenty-one studies explained the impact of ableism in academia, including a negative
effect on physical and mental health, and career development. Coping mechanisms and
strategies to …

MOVING THE NEEDLE ON ABLEISM: FROM HIGHER …
Legislation in recent decades, such as the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedom (1982)
and the Ontario Human Rights Code (1962), have increased access to postsecondary
education …

Teaching Disability (Self-)Advocacy as We “Return to Normal ...
Ableism in Higher Education . The rapid “pivot” of pandemic teaching forced college
instructors to quickly shift in-person courses online, incorporating new technologies while
choosing between …

Academic Ableism: Disability and Higher Education - OAPEN
Mar 24, 2021 · Further, the ethic of higher education still encourages students and
teachers alike to accentuate ability, valorize perfection, and stigmatize anything that hints
at intellectual (or …

Bridging the Gap Between Intentions and Impact: …
Persistent ableism in higher education, counseling practice, and society necessitates
disability justice advocacy. In this article, the author explores the historical context of
disability and the …

Academic Ableism: Disability and Higher Education …
From the viewpoint of this reviewer, a researcher in the field of special education,
Academic Ableism: Disability and Higher Education is an outstanding academic
publication that …

Examining Ableism in Higher Education through Social
In this article, social dominance theory will be used as the lens through which to better
comprehend ableism. With a basic knowledge of how ableism is constructed, one can than
…

“THE BEACON ON CAMPUS”: HOW AN AUTISM …
ing on the social justice model of disability, explores how an ASP works to dismantle
ableism on a community college campus. Findings suggest how the ASP gained legitimacy,
surmounted …

Disability in Higher Education: How Ableism Affects …
Jay Timothy Dolmage’s Academic Ableism: Disability and Higher Education (University of



Michigan Press, 2017), is a comprehensive and detailed critique of ableism in higher
education.

Journal of University Teaching & Learning Practice - ed
Disabilities and neurodiversity are dominantly understood as something that challenges
higher education rather than something that enriches it: ableist underpinnings
characterize higher …

“Breaking a vicious cycle”: the reproduction of ableism in higher
Ableism in higher education can be understood in the context of what Dolmage (2017)
terms academic ableism. In describing higher education as a neoliberal industry, one in
which human …

Ableism in the Academy? A Systematic Review and Meta
Higher education completion rates are significantly lower for people with dis-abilities as
compared to the general population (Sanford et al., 2011). U.S. Department of Education
data indicate that …

PROBLEMATISING ABLEIST EPISTEMOLOGIES IN HIGHER …
EPISTEMOLOGIES IN HIGHER EDUCATION By Ursula Mary Blythe* The ‘body politic’ is
an ancient metaphor by which nations, societies, and public institutions are envisioned
through a …

VISIBILITY OF BLINDNESS: INTERROGATING ABLEISM IN …
VISIBILITY OF BLINDNESS: INTERROGATING ABLEISM IN THE SYSTEM OF HIGHER
EDUCATION Anirban Mukherjee * & Ishan Chakraborty ** ABSTRACT Socio -cultural
discourses and forms of …

Ableism in Higher Education: A Participatory Investigation …
Ableist Oppression: implicit and explicit dispositional attributions against disabled
students (e.g., microaggressions and policy). Accommodation Seeking: indirect
accessibility, paradox of choice …

Higher education and ableism: Experiences of disabled
er details the persistent and continuous struggles disabled students face in attempts to be
included in Higher Education (HE). Sector practices for widening participation and
inclusion are critiqued …

Ableism in academia: where are the disabled and ill academics?
We draw on our research and our experiences as speakers regarding ableism in academia
to provide food for thought, stimulate a debate and raise awareness of those academics …

Disability, Race, and Origin Intersectionality in the Doctoral …
This paper explores the experiences of a doctoral disabled student at a university to
examine how ableist structures in graduate programs affect access to higher education
and post-degree …

Anti-Ableism in Higher Education: A Changemaking Report
Anti-Ableism In Higher Education: A Changemaking Report Abstract ha Approximately 19
percent of undergraduate students in the United States identify as ving a disability, yet
postsecondary …



Academic Ableism in Higher Education - University of East …
Ableism is reinforced at universities because they are set up hierar chically,
organisationally and architecturally in ways that reflect society (Dolmage, 2017). The
academy is a site of class …

It Is Time to Address Ableism in Academia: A Systematic …
Twenty-one studies explained the impact of ableism in academia, including a negative
effect on physical and mental health, and career development. Coping mechanisms and
strategies to …

MOVING THE NEEDLE ON ABLEISM: FROM HIGHER …
Legislation in recent decades, such as the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedom (1982)
and the Ontario Human Rights Code (1962), have increased access to postsecondary
education for …

Teaching Disability (Self-)Advocacy as We “Return to Normal ...
Ableism in Higher Education . The rapid “pivot” of pandemic teaching forced college
instructors to quickly shift in-person courses online, incorporating new technologies while
choosing between a …

Academic Ableism: Disability and Higher Education - OAPEN
Mar 24, 2021 · Further, the ethic of higher education still encourages students and
teachers alike to accentuate ability, valorize perfection, and stigmatize anything that hints
at intellectual (or …

Bridging the Gap Between Intentions and Impact: …
Persistent ableism in higher education, counseling practice, and society necessitates
disability justice advocacy. In this article, the author explores the historical context of
disability and the …

Academic Ableism: Disability and Higher Education …
From the viewpoint of this reviewer, a researcher in the field of special education,
Academic Ableism: Disability and Higher Education is an outstanding academic
publication that addresses …

Examining Ableism in Higher Education through Social
In this article, social dominance theory will be used as the lens through which to better
comprehend ableism. With a basic knowledge of how ableism is constructed, one can than
examine possible …

“THE BEACON ON CAMPUS”: HOW AN AUTISM-SPECIFIC …
ing on the social justice model of disability, explores how an ASP works to dismantle
ableism on a community college campus. Findings suggest how the ASP gained legitimacy,
surmounted …
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