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Introduction:

ABA functional communication training (FCT) is a powerful evidence-based intervention used to reduce

challenging behaviors by teaching individuals more appropriate and functional communication skills.

This approach, rooted in the principles of applied behavior analysis (ABA), focuses on identifying the



function of a challenging behavior—what the individual is trying to communicate—and then teaching a

replacement behavior that serves the same function. This article will explore various methodologies

and approaches within aba functional communication training, providing a comprehensive

understanding of this effective intervention.

Understanding the Function of Behavior:

Before implementing aba functional communication training, a thorough functional behavior

assessment (FBA) is crucial. This process involves systematically identifying the antecedents (events

preceding the behavior), the behavior itself, and the consequences (events following the behavior).

Common functions of challenging behaviors include:

Escape/Avoidance: The behavior allows the individual to escape or avoid a task, activity, or social

interaction they find aversive.

Attention: The behavior results in receiving attention from others, even if it's negative attention.

Access to Tangibles: The behavior allows the individual to gain access to desired items or activities.

Sensory Stimulation: The behavior provides self-stimulatory sensory input.

Understanding the function is paramount because FCT aims to teach a replacement behavior that

achieves the same function in a socially acceptable way.

Methodologies in ABA Functional Communication Training:

Several methodologies are employed within aba functional communication training, often tailored to the

individual's needs and the function of their challenging behavior. These include:

Functional Communication Training (FCT) with Positive Reinforcement: This is the core of aba1.

functional communication training. It involves identifying the function of the challenging behavior

and teaching a communicative response (e.g., requesting, manding, using a picture exchange



system (PECS)) that serves the same function. Positive reinforcement is then consistently

delivered when the individual uses the replacement behavior. For example, if a child screams to

escape a task, FCT would involve teaching them to verbally request a break or use a visual cue

to signal their need for a break. Providing a break when they use the replacement behavior

reinforces its use.

Differential Reinforcement of Alternative Behavior (DRA): DRA is a specific type of positive1.

reinforcement within aba functional communication training. It involves reinforcing a desirable

alternative behavior while withholding reinforcement for the challenging behavior. This method

directly contrasts the challenging behavior with the appropriate communication skill. For instance,

if a child hits to get attention, DRA would involve reinforcing them for asking for attention using

words or gestures while ignoring the hitting behavior.

Differential Reinforcement of Incompatible Behavior (DRI): DRI is similar to DRA, but it focuses1.

on reinforcing a behavior that is physically incompatible with the challenging behavior. For

example, if a child engages in self-injurious behavior (SIB), DRI might involve reinforcing them

for keeping their hands clasped or engaged in a preferred activity that prevents SIB.

Extinction: In some cases, aba functional communication training may involve extinction, which1.

involves consistently withholding reinforcement for the challenging behavior. However, extinction

should only be used in conjunction with teaching a replacement behavior, as it can temporarily



increase the challenging behavior before it decreases. This should always be implemented with

a comprehensive behavior support plan and careful monitoring.

Antecedent Interventions: Modifying the environment or antecedents that trigger challenging1.

behaviors can significantly reduce their occurrence. This might involve altering the task

demands, providing choices, using visual schedules, or proactively teaching skills to prevent

problem situations from arising. Antecedent interventions are an integral part of a comprehensive

aba functional communication training plan, preventing challenging behaviors before they occur.

PECS (Picture Exchange Communication System): PECS is a widely used augmentative and1.

alternative communication (AAC) system often incorporated into aba functional communication

training. It involves using pictures to represent wants and needs, enabling individuals to

communicate more effectively. PECS is particularly beneficial for individuals who have difficulty

with verbal communication.

Verbal Behavior (VB): VB is a specific approach within ABA that focuses on teaching language1.

as a functional behavior. It's heavily integrated into aba functional communication training,

especially when targeting verbal communication skills as replacement behaviors. VB targets

different verbal operants like mands (requests), tacts (labels), and intraverbals (conversational

skills) to build functional communication repertoires.



Developing an Effective FCT Intervention:

Developing an effective aba functional communication training plan requires careful consideration of

several factors:

Comprehensive FBA: A thorough functional behavior assessment is the cornerstone of any successful

intervention.

Selecting a Replacement Behavior: The chosen replacement behavior should serve the same function

as the challenging behavior and be easily achievable for the individual.

Reinforcement Strategies: Effective reinforcement is crucial for successful learning. The type and

schedule of reinforcement should be tailored to the individual's preferences and learning style.

Data Collection and Monitoring: Regular data collection is essential to monitor progress, make

adjustments, and demonstrate the effectiveness of the intervention.

Generalization and Maintenance: Ensuring that the learned skills generalize to different settings and

are maintained over time is crucial for long-term success.

Conclusion:

ABA functional communication training (FCT) is a highly effective intervention for reducing challenging

behaviors and improving communication skills. By identifying the function of challenging behaviors and

teaching replacement behaviors that serve the same function, FCT empowers individuals to

communicate their needs and desires in socially acceptable ways. The various methodologies within

FCT, when tailored to individual needs and implemented with fidelity, can lead to significant

improvements in quality of life for individuals with communication challenges. Consistent data collection

and ongoing monitoring are crucial for ensuring the success of this intervention.

FAQs:



What is the difference between ABA and FCT? ABA is the overarching framework, while FCT is1.

a specific intervention within ABA targeting communication.

Is FCT only for individuals with autism? While often used with autistic individuals, FCT benefits1.

individuals with various developmental disabilities and communication challenges.

How long does FCT take to show results? The timeframe varies greatly depending on the1.

individual, the complexity of the behavior, and the consistency of the intervention.

Can FCT be used at home? Yes, with proper training and supervision from a qualified1.

professional.

What if the replacement behavior doesn't work? The intervention may need to be adjusted, a1.

different replacement behavior selected, or a more thorough FBA conducted.

What are the ethical considerations of FCT? Ensuring informed consent, using least restrictive1.

interventions, and monitoring for potential adverse effects are crucial.



How can I find a qualified professional to provide FCT? Look for Board Certified Behavior1.

Analysts (BCBAs) with experience in FCT.

Are there any potential side effects of FCT? Side effects are rare but may include temporary1.

increases in challenging behavior during extinction or frustration during skill acquisition.

What are the long-term benefits of FCT? Improved communication skills, reduced challenging1.

behaviors, increased independence, and improved quality of life.

Related Articles:

The Role of Antecedent Interventions in Functional Communication Training: Discusses1.

strategies for proactively preventing challenging behaviors.

Selecting Effective Replacement Behaviors in FCT: Explores the criteria for choosing appropriate1.

and functional replacement behaviors.

Data Collection and Monitoring in FCT: Provides guidance on effectively tracking progress and1.

making data-driven decisions.



Generalization and Maintenance of FCT Skills: Offers strategies for ensuring long-term success1.

of the intervention.

Functional Communication Training for Escape-Maintained Behaviors: Focuses specifically on1.

addressing behaviors used to escape aversive situations.

Integrating PECS with Functional Communication Training: Explores the use of the Picture1.

Exchange Communication System within FCT.

Functional Communication Training and Verbal Behavior: Details the integration of Verbal1.

Behavior principles in FCT.

Addressing Challenging Behaviors Through Differential Reinforcement: Discusses DRA and DRI1.

within the context of FCT.

Ethical Considerations in Implementing Functional Communication Training: Explores ethical1.

considerations and best practices.



  aba functional communication training: Functional Communication Training for Problem
Behavior Joe Reichle, David P. Wacker, 2017-05-16 Children and adolescents with moderate and
severe disabilities often have communication challenges that lead them to use problem behavior to
convey their desires. This is the most comprehensive contemporary volume on functional
communication training (FCT)--the individualized instructional approach that teaches a child socially
acceptable communicative alternatives to aggression, tantrums, self-injury, and other
unconventional behaviors. The expert authors provide accessible, empirically based guidelines for
implementing FCT, and tips for overcoming obstacles. Grounded in the principles of applied
behavior analysis, the book includes detailed strategies for developing a support plan, together with
illustrative case examples. ÿ
  aba functional communication training: Functional Communication Training for Problem
Behavior Joe Reichle, David P. Wacker, 2017-04-26 Children and adolescents with moderate and
severe disabilities often have communication challenges that lead them to use problem behavior to
convey their desires. This is the most comprehensive contemporary volume on functional
communication training (FCT)--the individualized instructional approach that teaches a child socially
acceptable communicative alternatives to aggression, tantrums, self-injury, and other
unconventional behaviors. The expert authors provide accessible, empirically based guidelines for
implementing FCT, and tips for overcoming obstacles. Grounded in the principles of applied
behavior analysis, the book includes detailed strategies for developing a support plan, together with
illustrative case examples.
  aba functional communication training: Severe Behavior Problems Vincent Mark Durand,
1990-11-01 Problem behaviors often compound the already difficult task of improving the lives of
persons with severe disabilities. This important volume, representing the culmination of more than a
decade of clinical research, presents the first complete description of the procedures used in
Functional Communication Training--a positive approach for reducing severe behavior problems.
The procedures described in this book have been validated by numerous empirical studies for use
with children, adolescents, and adults who display behaviors as diverse as aggression, self-injury,
tantrums, and bizarre, psychotic speech. Functional Communication Training involves teaching
students how to communicate those basic wants and needs that they have previously sought to have
fulfilled via their problem behavior. They are taught to replace their challenging behavior with
learned communication skills. This book provides the practitioner with step-by-step instructions for
implementing this effective approach. A variety of assessment strategies are reviewed and described
to assist in determining appropriate interventions. The Motivation Assessment Scale--one device
designed to assess the function of problem behavior--is outlined in detail and is accompanied with
guidelines for its administration and interpretation. Communication training is then detailed and
illustrated using speech, sign language, and augmentative systems as examples. Numerous case
examples throughout illuminate both the assessment and intervention strategies. Providing clear
direction for ameliorating complex behavior problems, this book will be valued by psychologists,
behavior analysts, special educators, and speech and language therapists. It can be used as a text
for advanced undergraduate courses on behavior management in psychology and special education,
and also serves as supplementary reading for courses on behavior modification or mental
retardation/developmental disabilities.
  aba functional communication training: Functional Behavioral Assessment and
Function-based Intervention John Umbreit, 2007 Written by the leading authorities in the field,
this book presents a complete system for conducting FBA's, developing effective interventions, and
implementing and monitoring those interventions. Utilizing step-by-step strategies with supporting



examples, this book will first discuss the principles around behavior management, then show how
behavior management relates to functional behavioral assessment, and then offer methods for
developing effective funcational based interventions. General Inservice and Special Education
teachers, school administrators, school psychologists and/or counselors, behavior specialists and
other educational service agencies.
  aba functional communication training: Verbal Behavior B. F. Skinner, 2014-05-26 In 1934,
at the age of 30, B. F. Skinner found himself at a dinner sitting next to Professor Alfred North
Whitehead. Never one to lose an opportunity to promote behaviorism, Skinner expounded its main
tenets to the distinguished philosopher. Whitehead acknowledged that science might account for
most of human behavior but he would not include verbal behavior. He ended the discussion with a
challenge: Let me see you, he said, account for my behavior as I sit here saying, 'No black scorpion
is falling upon this table.' The next morning Skinner began this book. It took him over twenty years
to complete. This book extends the laboratory-based principles of selection by consequences to
account for what people say, write, gesture, and think. Skinner argues that verbal behavior requires
a separate analysis because it does not operate on the environment directly, but rather through the
behavior of other people in a verbal community. He illustrates his thesis with examples from
literature, the arts, and sciences, as well as from his own verbal behavior and that of his colleagues
and children. Perhaps it is because this theoretical work provides a way to approach that most
human of human behavior that Skinner ofter called Verbal Behavior his most important work.
  aba functional communication training: The Picture Exchange Communication System
Training Manual Lori Frost, Andy Bondy, 2002-01-01 This book presents an updated description of
The Picture Exchange Communication System (PECS). It begins with a discussion of the big picture,
or the authors view on the importance of laying the foundation for communication training by
systematically structuring the learning environment (be it in the home, community or school). This
approach, The Pyramid Approach to Education, embraces the principals of broad-spectrum applied
behavior analysis and emphasizes the development of functional communication skills, independent
of communication modality. The Pyramid Approach is one of the few approaches that encourages
creativity and innovation on the teacher's part through databased decision making.
  aba functional communication training: ,
  aba functional communication training: Applied Behavior Analysis Treatment of Violence
and Aggression in Persons with Neurodevelopmental Disabilities James K. Luiselli, 2021-03-29 This
book focuses on applied behavior analysis (ABA) treatment of violence and aggression in persons
with neurodevelopmental disabilities. It details ABA theory and concepts leading to empirical
treatment procedures that can be implemented successfully across diverse treatment settings.
Further, the book examines contemporary approaches to functional behavioral assessment (FBA)
and functional analysis (FA) in determining the environmental conditions responsible for violence
and aggression. In addition, the volume describes several evidence-supported treatment procedures
that encompass antecedent-control, contingency management, cognitive-behavior therapy, and
physical intervention components. It addresses effective strategies for training and supervising care
providers, including behavioral skills training (BST), posttraining performance management, and
mindfulness. Finally, the book presents recommendations that guide effective and socially valid
research-to-practice translation. Applied Behavior Analysis Treatment of Violence and Aggression in
Persons with Neurodevelopmental Disabilities is an essential resource for researchers,
clinicians/therapists, and upper-level undergraduate and graduate students in forensic psychology,
public health, criminology/criminal justice, and behavioral therapy and rehabilitation.
  aba functional communication training: Communicative Alternatives to Challenging
Behavior Joe Reichle, David P. Wacker, 1993 Offers a review of current knowledge in the field of
functional assessment of behavior, and discusses the use of such data in designing behavioral
support programs. Illustrative examples of strategies for the use of communication training to alter
problem behavior are given, including points of controversy and areas where further work is needed.
Of interest to speech-language pathologists, psychologists, educators, researchers and graduate



students in these fields. Annotation copyright by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR
  aba functional communication training: The Verbal Behavior Approach Mary Lynch
Barbera, 2007-05-15 The Verbal Behavior (VB) approach is a form of Applied Behavior Analysis
(ABA), that is based on B.F. Skinner's analysis of verbal behavior and works particularly well with
children with minimal or no speech abilities. In this book Dr. Mary Lynch Barbera draws on her own
experiences as a Board Certified Behavior Analyst and also as a parent of a child with autism to
explain VB and how to use it. This step-by-step guide provides an abundance of information about
how to help children develop better language and speaking skills, and also explains how to teach
non-vocal children to use sign language. An entire chapter focuses on ways to reduce problem
behavior, and there is also useful information on teaching toileting and other important self-help
skills, that would benefit any child. This book will enable parents and professionals unfamiliar with
the principles of ABA and VB to get started immediately using the Verbal Behavior approach to
teach children with autism and related disorders.
  aba functional communication training: Model Rules of Professional Conduct American
Bar Association. House of Delegates, Center for Professional Responsibility (American Bar
Association), 2007 The Model Rules of Professional Conduct provides an up-to-date resource for
information on legal ethics. Federal, state and local courts in all jurisdictions look to the Rules for
guidance in solving lawyer malpractice cases, disciplinary actions, disqualification issues, sanctions
questions and much more. In this volume, black-letter Rules of Professional Conduct are followed by
numbered Comments that explain each Rule's purpose and provide suggestions for its practical
application. The Rules will help you identify proper conduct in a variety of given situations, review
those instances where discretionary action is possible, and define the nature of the relationship
between you and your clients, colleagues and the courts.
  aba functional communication training: Ethics for Behavior Analysts Jon Bailey, Mary Burch,
2006-04-21 Behavior analysis, a rapidly growing profession, began with the use and application of
conditioning and learning techniques to modify the behavior of children or adults presenting severe
management problems, often because of developmental disabilities. Now behavior analysts work in a
variety of settings, from clinics and schools to workplaces. Especially since their practice often
involves aversive stimuli or punishment, they confront many special ethical challenges. Recently, the
Behavior Analysis Certification Board codified a set of ten fundamental ethical guidelines to be
followed by all behavior analysts and understood by all students and trainees seeking certification.
This book shows readers how to follow the BACB guidelines in action. The authors first describe core
ethical principles and then explain each guideline in detail, in easily comprehensible, everyday
language. The text is richly illuminated by more than a hundred vivid case scenarios about which the
authors pose, and later answer questions for readers. Useful appendices include the BACB
Guidelines, an index to them, practice scenarios, and suggested further reading. Practitioners,
instructors, supervisors, students, and trainees alike will welcome this invaluable new aid to
professional development.
  aba functional communication training: One-Year ABA Parent Training Curriculum
Heather Gilmore, 2019-08 What's included in the One-Year ABA Parent Training Curriculum? This
manual for applied behavior analysis parent training professionals, includes 26 lessons (plus one
bonus lesson) that you can use to provide biweekly parent training sessions. This ABA parent
training program offers a structured curriculum that also allows for flexibility and individualization
to the client! Each lesson is jam-packed with research-supported content. Each lesson includes 5
pages of extremely valuable content including: 2 pages of reading material providing background
information on the lesson topic for the service provider. These pages include research-supported
content and references from relevant literature. 1 page that serves as an easy-to-read handout for
parents 1 page we call the Topic Exploration Form which helps the parent training session to stay
focused, address medically necessary content, and helps guide the session - ultimately to provide
optimal value to your client! 1 page designed as a homework assignment or activity that the parent
can do outside of the session (or with the provider if they prefer) The worksheets and handouts in



the curriculum may be copied for the book owner's entire caseload or personal use. Additional users
must purchase a new copy per copyright. This book is designed for professionals who work with
parents with a child with autism spectrum disorder. However, the majority of the curriculum is not
autism-specific and, therefore, may also benefit other youth including children with ADHD,
behavioral difficulties, communication delays, and even typically developing children. This book
includes 149 pages of research-supported content to help you streamline your ABA parent training
services while providing high quality behavioral intervention.
  aba functional communication training: A Picture's Worth Andy Bondy, 2011 This
user-friendly guide introduces PECS , a simple and empowering communication tool in which
partners exchange cards with photos or line drawings representing objects, attributes, and actions.
  aba functional communication training: Communication-based Intervention for Problem
Behavior Edward G. Carr, 1994 Based on extensive field-testing and the dual principles that problem
behavior often serves a purpose for the individual displaying it and that intervention should take
place in the community, this user-friendly manual details methods for conducting functional
assessments, communication-based intervention strategies, procedures for facilitating generalization
and maintenance, and crisis management tactics. Useful for handling intense behavior problems,
this book will be invaluable for educators, supported employment and group home staff, behavior
specialists, psychologists, social workers, physical and occupational therapists, medical staff,
speech-language pathologists, family members, and others working with people who have
developmental disabilities. Also included are case studies and checklists of things to do to ensure
success.
  aba functional communication training: Applied Behavior Analysis for Teachers Interactive
Paul Alberto, Anne C. Troutman, 2016-01-14 Note: This is the loose-leaf version of Applied Behavior
Analysis for Teachers Interactive Ninth Edition and does not include access to the Enhanced Pearson
eText. To order the Enhanced Pearson eText packaged with the loose-leaf version, use ISBN
0134027094. This is an interactive updated edition of Applied Behavior Analysis for Teachers ISBN
0132655977, copyright 2013. Scholarly and empirically based, yet friendly and accessible, this text
shows teachers how to use the principles of behavior analysis to create their own recipes for
success. Through classroom-based examples and practices firmly grounded in research, Applied
Behavior Analysis for Teachers gives teachers powerful ways of dealing appropriately and ethically
with some of the most challenging behaviors students display. It takes readers through the entire
process, from identifying a target behavior to collecting and graphing data, selecting an
experimental design, conducting a functional analysis, arranging consequences, arranging
antecedents, and generalizing behavior change. The authors' emphasis on making the text readable
and user-friendly features numerous examples describing students from preschool through young
adulthood functioning at various levels of ability, and teachers ranging from excellent to poor, with
many relatable examples of good teachers who learn from their inevitable mistakes. The Enhanced
Pearson eText features embedded videos and assessments. Improve mastery and retention with the
Enhanced Pearson eText* The Enhanced Pearson eText provides a rich, interactive learning
environment designed to improve student mastery of content. The Enhanced Pearson eText is:
Engaging. The new interactive, multimedia learning features were developed by the authors and
other subject-matter experts to deepen and enrich the learning experience. Convenient. Enjoy
instant online access from your computer or download the Pearson eText App to read on or offline
on your iPad(R) and Android(R) tablet.* Affordable. Experience the advantages of the Enhanced
Pearson eText along with all the benefits of print for 40% to 50% less than a print bound book. * The
Enhanced eText features are only available in the Pearson eText format. They are not available in
third-party eTexts or downloads. *The Pearson eText App is available on Google Play and in the App
Store. It requires Android OS 3.1-4, a 7 or 10 tablet, or iPad iOS 5.0 or later.
  aba functional communication training: Essential for Living Patrick McGreevy, 2014-09-20
  aba functional communication training: Generalization and Maintenance Robert H. Horner,
Glen Dunlap, Robert L. Koegel, 1988 Based on papers presented at a conference entitled Lifestyle



changes for persons with autism and severe handicaps, held in 1986 at Marshall University,
Huntington, W. Va.
  aba functional communication training: The Pyramid Approach to Education Andy
Bondy, 2002
  aba functional communication training: Communication Problems in Autism Eric
Schopler, Gary B. Mesibov, 2013-03-09 The North Carolina State Legislature's mandate to Division
TEACCH has three major components. First, to provide the most up-to-date and cost effective
services possible for families with autistic or similar language impaired children; second, to conduct
research aimed toward the better under standing of such devastating disorders; and third, to
provide training for the professionals needed to pursue these goals. One element in achieving these
aims is to hold annual conferences on topics of special importance to the under standing and
treatment of autism and similar disorders. In addition to training professionals and parents on the
most recent de velopments in each conference topic, we are publishing a series, Current Issues in
Autism, based on these conferences. These books are not, however, simply the published
proceedings of the conference papers. Instead, some chapters are expanded conference
presentations, whereas others come from national and in ternational experts whose work is beyond
the scope of the conference, but es sential in our attempt at comprehensive coverage of the
conference theme. These volumes are intended to provide the most current knowledge and profes
sional practice available to us at the time.
  aba functional communication training: Interventions for Individuals with Autism Spectrum
Disorder and Complex Communication Needs Jennifer B. Ganz, Richard L. Simpson, 2018-09 This
eighth volume in the AAC series brings together the disciplines of AAC and ABA, both of which are
needed to address the challenges of individuals with autism spectrum disorders and complex
communication needs.
  aba functional communication training: Augmentative and Alternative Communication
Intervention , 1993
  aba functional communication training: Applied Behavior Analysis John O. Cooper,
Timothy E. Heron, William L. Heward, 2013-07-15 The long-awaited second edition of the classic
textbook, Applied Behavior Analysis, provides a comprehensive, in-depth discussion of the field,
providing a complete description of the principles and procedures needed to systematically change
socially significant behavior and to understand the reasons for that change. The authors' goal in
revising this best-selling text was to introduce students to ABA in as complete, technically accurate,
and contemporary manner as possible. As a result, the book's scope, treatment of various principles,
procedures, and issues suggest that it is intended for concentrated and serious study.Readers of the
new second edition will appreciate the inclusion of: more than 1,400 citations to primary-source
literature, including both classic and contemporary studies; a glossary of more than 400 technical
terms and concepts; more than 100 graphs displaying original data from peer-reviewed research,
with detailed descriptions of the procedures used to collect the data represented; five new chapters
written by leading scholars in the field of behavior analysis; and the addition of The Behavior Analyst
Certification Board(r) BCBA(r) and BCABA(r) Behavior Analyst Task List, Third Edition. First
published in 1987, Applied Behavior Analysis remains the top-choice primary text for appropriate
courses at universities in the United States and abroad with leading programs in behavior analysis.
This comprehensive text, best-suited for all upper-level courses in basic principles, applications, and
behavioral research methods, helps students, educators, and practitioners appreciate and begin to
acquire the conceptual and technical skills necessary to foster socially adaptive behavior in diverse
individuals.
  aba functional communication training: Applied Behaviour Analysis and Autism Michael
Keenan, 2006 This practical book gives detailed guidance on how to develop a tailored Applied
Behavioural Analysis programme that includes the key features of ABA: detailed individual
behaviour assessment, reinforcement strategies to encourage new behaviours and systematic
programme implementation.



  aba functional communication training: Natural Language Acquisition on the Autism
Spectrum Marge Blanc, 2012
  aba functional communication training: ABA for SLPs Joanne E. Gerenser, Mareile A.
Koenig, 2019
  aba functional communication training: Evidence-Based Practices and Treatments for
Children with Autism Brian Reichow, Peter Doehring, Domenic V. Cicchetti, Fred R. Volkmar,
2010-11-25 Autism spectrum disorders (ASDs) have been increasingly diagnosed in recent years and
carries with it far reaching social and financial implications. With this in mind, educators,
physicians, and parents are searching for the best practices and most effective treatments. But
because the symptoms of ASDs span multiple domains (e.g., communication and language, social,
behavioral), successfully meeting the needs of a child with autism can be quite challenging.
Evidence-Based Practices and Treatments for Children with Autism offers an insightful and balanced
perspective on topics ranging from the historical underpinnings of autism treatment to the use of
psychopharmacology and the implementation of evidence-based practices (EBPs). An evaluation
methodology is also offered to reduce the risks and inconsistencies associated with the varying
definitions of key autism terminology. This commitment to clearly addressing the complex issues
associated with ASDs continues throughout the volume and provides opportunities for further
research. Additional issues addressed include: Behavioral excesses and deficits treatment
Communication treatment Social awareness and social skills treatment Dietary, complementary, and
alternative treatments Implementation of EBPs in school settings Interventions for sensory
dysfunction With its holistic and accessible approach, Evidence-Based Practices and Treatments for
Children with Autism is a vital resource for school psychologists and special education professionals
as well as allied mental health professionals, including clinical child and developmental
psychologists, psychiatrist, pediatricians, primary care and community providers.
  aba functional communication training: General Principles and Empirically Supported
Techniques of Cognitive Behavior Therapy William T. O'Donohue, Jane E. Fisher, 2009-02-04 Proven
and effective, cognitive-behavior therapy is the most widely taught psychotherapeutic technique.
General Principles and Empirically Supported Techniques of Cognitive Behavior Therapy provides
students with a complete introduction to CBT. It includes over 60 chapters on individual therapies
for a wide range of presenting problems, such as smoking cessation, stress management, and
classroom management. Each chapter contains a table clearly explaining the steps of implementing
each therapy. Written for graduate psychology students, it includes new chapters on imaginal
exposure and techniques for treating the seriously mentally ill.
  aba functional communication training: Coercive Family Process Gerald R. Patterson,
1982
  aba functional communication training: Handbook of Applied Behavior Analysis Johnny
L. Matson, 2023-04-29 This book provides comprehensive coverage of applied behavioral analysis
(ABA). It examines the history and training methods of ABA as well as related ethical and legal
issues. The book discusses various aspects of reinforcement, including social reinforcers, tangible
reinforcers, automatic reinforcement, thinning reinforcers, and behavioral momentum. It addresses
basic training strategies, such as prompts and fadings, stimulus fading, and stimulus pairing and
provides insights into auditory/visual discrimination, instructional feedback, generalization, error
correction procedures, and response interruption. In addition, the book addresses the use of ABA in
education and explores compliance training, on-task behavior, teaching play and social skills,
listening and academic skills, technology, remembering and cognitions, picture-based instruction,
foreign language instruction, teaching verbal behavior, public speaking, and vocational skills. In
addition, the book covers treatments for tics, trichotillomania, stereotypies, self-injurious behavior,
aggression, and toe walking. It also addresses ABA for special populations, including individuals with
autism, ADHD, substance abuse, and intellectual disabilities. Featured areas of coverage include:
Basic assessment methods, such as observing behavior, treatment integrity, social validation,
evaluating physical activity, measuring sleep disturbances, preference assessment, and establishing



criteria for skill mastery. Functional assessment, including how to quantify outcomes and evaluate
results, behaviors that precede and are linked to target behaviors, and treatments. Treatment
methods, such as token economies, discrete trial instruction, protective equipment, group-based and
parent training as well as staff training and self-control procedures. Health issues, including dental
and self-care, life skills, mealtime and feeding, telehealth, smoking reduction and cessation, and
safety training. Leisure and social skills, such as cellphone use, gambling, teaching music, sports
and physical fitness. The Handbook of Applied Behavior Analysis is a must-have reference for
researchers, professors, and graduate students as well as clinicians, therapists, and other
professionals in clinical child and school psychology, child and adolescent psychiatry, social work,
behavioral therapy and rehabilitation, special education, developmental psychology, pediatrics,
nursing, and all interrelated disciplines.
  aba functional communication training: Preventing Challenging Behavior in Your Classroom
Matt Tincani, 2022-03-30 Revised with an eye toward the ever-evolving research base undergirding
positive behavior support (PBS) and related approaches, Preventing Challenging Behavior in Your
Classroom, second edition, focuses on real-world examples and practical strategies to prevent and
reduce behavior problems and enhance student learning. Featuring a new chapter on culturally
responsive PBS, this second edition helps readers understand disparities in punitive responses and
identify strategies to promote equitable, positive school discipline. Teachers will be able to smartly
appraise the efficacy of a range of classroom management practices with the help of updated
standards, function-based strategies to differentiate evidence-based from questionable or harmful
practices, and resources and tools for evaluation. Written in engaging, easy-to-understand language,
this book is an invaluable resource for pre- and in-service educators looking to strengthen their
understanding and implementation of equitable PBS.
  aba functional communication training: Applying Behavior-analysis Procedures with
Children and Youth Beth Sulzer-Azaroff, G. Roy Mayer, 1977
  aba functional communication training: Handbook of Applied Behavior Analysis Wayne
W. Fisher, Cathleen C. Piazza, Henry S. Roane, 2021-07-14 Widely regarded as the authoritative
work on the principles and practice of applied behavior analysis (ABA), this indispensable volume is
now in a revised and expanded second edition. Leading experts present evidence-based procedures
for supporting positive behaviors and reducing problem behaviors with children and adults in
diverse contexts. Chapters delve into applications in education, autism treatment, addictions,
behavioral pediatrics, and other areas. Covering everything from behavioral assessment and
measurement to the design and implementation of individualized interventions, the Handbook is a
complete reference and training tool for ABA practitioners and students. Key Words/Subject Areas:
ABA therapy, behavior analysts, developmental disabilities, autism spectrum disorders, autism
treatments, behavior management, functional behavioral assessments, texts, textbooks, research
handbooks, positive reinforcement, behavioral pediatrics, behavioural, behaviorism, children, adults,
principles and procedures, graduate courses, classes, BCBA certification, training, reducing problem
behaviors, treating autistic kids, behavioral treatments, early interventions, positive behavior
supports, comprehensive guide, special education Audience: Behavior analysts and trainees working
with children and adults, including special educators, school and clinical psychologists, autism
specialists, and behavioral medicine professionals--
  aba functional communication training: Rapid Motor Imitation Antecedent (RMIA) Training
Manual Ioanna Tsiouri, Rhea Paul, Elizabeth Schoen Simmons, Moira Lewis, 2012 This effective
discrete trial intervention approach helps young preverbal children on the autism spectrum say their
first words and make progress toward communicative competence. Includes video clips of RMIA in
action!
  aba functional communication training: Clinical and Organizational Applications of
Applied Behavior Analysis Henry S. Roane, Joel E. Ringdahl, Terry S. Falcomata, 2015-06-20
Applied behavior analysts use applied research to create and implement effective evidence-based
procedures in schools, homes, and the community, which have proved effective in addressing



behaviors associated with autism and other developmental disorders. The principles underlying this
therapeutic approach have been increasingly effective when applied to other populations, settings,
and behaviors. Clinical and Organizational Applications of Applied Behavior Analysis explores
data-based decision-making in depth to inform treatment selection for behavior change across
various populations and contexts. Each chapter addresses considerations related to data collection,
single-case research design methodology, objective decision-making, and visual inspection of data.
The authors reference a range of published research methods in the area of applied behavior
analysis (ABA) as it has been applied to specific topics, as well as utilizing their own clinical work by
providing numerous case examples. - Reviews current evidence-based practices to provide a
comprehensive guide to the application of ABA principles across a range of clinical contexts and
applications - Divides clinical applications into three sections for ease-of-use: child, adult, and
broad-based health - Explores the breadth of ABA-based treatment beyond autism and
developmental disorders - Draws upon a range of subject-matter experts who have clinical and
research experience across multiple uses of ABA
  aba functional communication training: Behavioral Interventions in Schools Steven G. Little,
Angeleque Akin-Little, 2019 This book shows psychologists and other mental health providers how to
assess and treat emotional and behavioral problems in classrooms, including those arising from
autism diagnoses.
  aba functional communication training: Aided Augmentative Communication for Individuals
with Autism Spectrum Disorders Jennifer B. Ganz, 2016-09-03 Just as autism is a continuum of
disorders, it is associated with a broad range of neurodevelopmental, social, and communication
deficits. For individuals with autism spectrum disorders (ASD), augmentative and alternative
communication (AAC) has a major impact on their daily lives, often reducing the occurrence of
challenging behaviors. Aided Augmentative Communication for Individuals with Autism Spectrum
Disorders is a practical guide to the field, offering readers a solid grounding in ASD, related complex
communication needs (CCN), and AAC, especially visual and computer-based technologies. Widely
used interventions and tools in AAC are reviewed—not just how they work, but why they work—to
aid practitioners in choosing those most suited to individual clients or students. Issues in evaluation
for aided AAC and debates concerning its usability round out the coverage. Readers come away with
a deeper understanding of the centrality of communication for clients with ASD and the many
possibilities for intervention. Key areas of coverage include: AAC and assessment of people with ASD
and CCN. Interdisciplinary issues and collaboration in assessment and treatment. AAC intervention
mediated by natural communication partners. Functional communication training with AAC. The
controversy surrounding facilitated communication. Sign language versus AAC. Aided Augmentative
Communication for Individuals with Autism Spectrum Disorders is an essential resource for
clinicians/practitioners, researchers, and graduate students in such fields as child and school
psychology, speech pathology, language education, developmental psychology, behavior therapy,
and educational technology.
  aba functional communication training: Naturalistic Developmental Behavioral
Interventions for Autism Spectrum Disorder Yvonne Bruinsma, Dr Mendy Minjarez, PH D, Laura
Schreibman, Dr Aubyn Stahmer, PH D, 2020 This book is the first to offer a comprehensive overview
of Naturalistic Developmental Behavioral Interventions (NDBI), which are evidence-based
interventions that integrate both behavioral and developmental approaches in the treatment of
children with Autism Spectrum Disorder.
  aba functional communication training: Comprehensive Guide to Autism Vinood B. Patel,
Victor R. Preedy, Colin R. Martin, 2013-10-15 Autism is a complex multifaceted disorder affecting
neurodevelopment during the early years of life and, for many, throughout the life span. Inherent
features include difficulties or deficits in communication, social interaction, cognition, and
interpersonal behavioral coordination, to name just a few. Autism profoundly impacts the affected
individual, the family, and, in many cases, the localized communities. The increased prevalence of
childhood autism has resulted in rapid developments in a wide range of disciplines in recent years.



Nevertheless, despite intensive research, the cause(s) remain unresolved and no single treatment
strategy is employed. To address these issues, Comprehensive Guide to Autism is an all-embracing
reference that offers analyses and discussions of contemporary issues in the field of autism. The
work brings together scientific material from leading experts in the field relating to a wide range of
important current topics, such as the early identification and treatment of children with autism,
pertinent social and behavioral studies, recent developments in genetics and immunology, the
influence of diet, models of autism, and future treatment prospects. Comprehensive Guide to Autism
contains essential readings for behavioral science researchers, psychologists, physicians, social
workers, parents, and caregivers.
  aba functional communication training: Teaching Social Skills to People with Autism Andy
Bondy, Mary Jane Weiss, 2013 Difficulties with social skills are among the biggest challenges for
children with autism. This landmark, research-based essay collection is an overview of the best
practices for teaching social skills to people with autism. Thirteen contributors include well known
professionals who describe what works best for learners with autism: - parent training to increase
their toddler's engagement & play - combining approaches in small group settings with typically
developing peers - targeting core deficits of autism with Pivotal Response Treatment - using
conversational scripts, video modeling, and peer-mediated interventions - employing naturalistic
teaching strategies Behavior analysts, teachers, early interventionists, SLPs, graduate students, and
anyone who instructs other professionals how to teach children with autism can consult this book to
find tried-and-true approaches to teaching social skills. Parents, too, may wish to consult this book if
they are seeking a more effective approach to helping their child master social skills.
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