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Summary: This article explores the multifaceted benefits of an AA General
Studies degree, focusing on personal anecdotes, case studies, and the various
pathways it opens for non-traditional students seeking career changes,
personal growth, or further education. It emphasizes the flexibility and
accessibility of this degree and debunks common misconceptions surrounding
its value.

Introduction: Embracing the Unexpected Path to Success with an AA General
Studies Degree

The pursuit of higher education often conjures images of linear progression:
high school, four-year university, and a coveted career. However, the reality
is far more nuanced. For many, the path to success is less straightforward,
often involving detours, second chances, and the unexpected value of an AA
General Studies degree. This degree, often underestimated, serves as a
powerful stepping stone for individuals seeking a flexible, accessible, and
ultimately transformative educational experience. This narrative explores the
real-life experiences of those who have benefited from the versatility of an
AA General Studies degree, demonstrating its potential for personal and
professional growth.



Section 1: The Flexibility of an AA General Studies
Degree

Unlike specialized associate degrees, an AA General Studies degree offers
unparalleled flexibility. It provides a broad foundation in the liberal arts,
allowing students to explore diverse subjects and discover their passions.
This broad base is incredibly beneficial for individuals unsure of their
career path or those seeking a career change. Consider Sarah, a former
marketing executive who, after years in the corporate world, decided to
pursue her lifelong passion for art. An AA General Studies degree allowed her
to take art history, studio art, and writing courses while maintaining the
flexibility to explore other areas that might support her eventual career as
an art teacher. The ability to tailor coursework to individual interests is a
key advantage of an AA General Studies degree.

Section 2: Case Study: From Unemployed to
Undergraduate — The Power of an AA General Studies
Degree

Mark, a single father of two, found himself unemployed after a factory
closure. Feeling lost and uncertain about his future, he enrolled in an AA
General Studies program at his local community college. The affordable
tuition and flexible scheduling allowed him to balance his studies with his
parental responsibilities. Through the AA General Studies degree program,
Mark discovered a talent for computer science through an introductory course.
This newfound passion led him to transfer to a four-year university, where he
completed a Bachelor's degree in Computer Science and secured a stable, well-
paying job. Mark's story highlights the transformative potential of an AA
General Studies degree as a pathway to economic stability and personal
fulfillment. His experience underscores the vital role this degree plays in
enabling non-traditional students to overcome significant life challenges and
achieve their academic and career goals.

Section 3: Debunking the Myths Surrounding an AA
General Studies Degree

A common misconception is that an AA General Studies degree lacks value or is
less prestigious than a specialized associate's degree. This is simply
untrue. An AA General Studies degree provides a solid foundation for further
education, often facilitating seamless transfer of credits to four-year
institutions. It also develops crucial skills like critical thinking,
problem-solving, and communication, skills highly valued by employers across
various sectors. Furthermore, the ability to demonstrate a commitment to
lifelong learning through obtaining an AA General Studies degree is a
valuable asset in any job application.



Section 4: Transferring Credits and Pursuing a
Bachelor's Degree

Many students use the AA General Studies degree as a pathway to a bachelor's
degree. The broad range of courses often allows for substantial credit
transfer, minimizing the time and cost required to complete a four-year
degree. This efficiency makes the AA General Studies degree a particularly
attractive option for students seeking to minimize their educational debt and
enter the workforce sooner. The transferable nature of the credits is a major
benefit and is something that should be investigated thoroughly before
committing to the program.

Section 5: Developing Essential Life Skills

Beyond the academic knowledge gained, an AA General Studies degree fosters
essential life skills such as time management, organizational skills, and
self-discipline. These skills are invaluable, not just in the workplace, but
in all aspects of life. The experience of navigating the challenges of higher
education, even within the flexible structure of an AA General Studies
degree, builds resilience and confidence, qualities that are highly sought
after by employers.

Section 6: Personal Anecdote: My Journey with an AA
General Studies Degree

My own experience with higher education began with an AA General Studies
degree. The flexibility allowed me to balance work and family while exploring
diverse subjects. This broad exploration led to my discovery of a passion for
educational research, ultimately guiding my path towards a doctoral degree
and a career in academia. My personal journey underscores the transformative
potential of an AA General Studies degree, not just as a means to an end, but
as a journey of self-discovery and personal growth. This degree is an
important stepping stone and should be treated as such.

Conclusion: Unlocking Potential Through an AA
General Studies Degree

The AA General Studies degree is much more than just a collection of courses;
it’'s a gateway to new opportunities, personal growth, and professional
success. Its flexibility, accessibility, and transferability make it an ideal
option for a diverse range of students, particularly those seeking a non-
traditional pathway to their academic and career goals. By demystifying this
often-overlooked degree, we hope to empower individuals to consider its
transformative power and embrace the unexpected path to a fulfilling future.
The AA General Studies degree isn't just a degree; it's a launchpad for
life's next chapter.



FAQs:

1. What careers can I pursue with an AA General Studies degree? An AA
General Studies degree doesn't directly lead to a specific career, but
it provides a foundation for many roles, particularly those requiring
strong communication and critical thinking skills. It also prepares you
for further education.

1. Is an AA General Studies degree worth it? Absolutely. It offers
flexibility, affordability, and a strong foundation for further
education or career advancement.

1. How long does it take to complete an AA General Studies degree?
Typically, two years of full-time study.

1. Can I transfer credits from an AA General Studies degree? Yes, many
four-year colleges and universities accept transfer credits from AA
General Studies programs.

1. What is the difference between an AA General Studies degree and an AS
degree? An AA (Associate of Arts) degree focuses on liberal arts, while
an AS (Associate of Science) degree is more science-focused.

1. Is an AA General Studies degree hard to get? The difficulty depends on
the individual and their learning style. However, community colleges
often provide ample support for students.

1. What is the average cost of an AA General Studies degree? The cost
varies widely depending on the institution and location. Community
colleges generally offer more affordable tuition.

1. Can I work while pursuing an AA General Studies degree? Many students



successfully balance work and studies. The flexibility of the program
often allows for part-time employment.

1. What are the admission requirements for an AA General Studies degree?
Requirements vary depending on the institution, but generally include a
high school diploma or GED.

Related Articles:

1. Transferring Credits from an AA General Studies Degree: This article
outlines the process of transferring credits to four-year institutions
and provides helpful tips for maximizing credit transfer.

1. Choosing the Right Career Path After an AA General Studies Degree: This
article explores various career options and provides guidance on
identifying career paths that align with individual skills and
interests.

1. Financing Your AA General Studies Degree: This article explores various
financial aid options, including scholarships, grants, and loans.

1. The Benefits of Online AA General Studies Programs: This article
highlights the advantages of online learning and explores various online
AA General Studies programs.

1. AA General Studies Degree and Personal Growth: This article focuses on
the personal development aspects of the degree, emphasizing skills like
critical thinking and problem-solving.

1. AA General Studies Degree for Career Changers: This article provides
case studies and advice for individuals seeking a career change through
an AA General Studies degree.



1. Comparing AA General Studies with Other Associate Degrees: This article
compares the AA General Studies degree to other specialized associate
degrees to help students choose the right path.

1. Successful Alumni Stories: AA General Studies Degree Graduates: This
article features success stories of graduates who have used their AA
General Studies degrees as stepping stones to fulfilling careers.

1. Finding the Right Community College for Your AA General Studies Degree:
This article provides guidance on choosing a community college based on
location, program offerings, and student support services.

aa general studies degree: (Re)Defining the Goal Kevin J. Fleming, Ph.d., Ph D Kevin ]
Fleming, 2016-07-02 How is it possible that both university graduates and unfilled job openings are
both at record-breaking highs? Our world has changed. New and emerging occupations in every
industry now require a combination of academic knowledge and technical ability. With rising
education costs, mounting student debt, fierce competition for jobs, and the oversaturation of some
academic majors in the workforce, we need to once again guide students towards
personality-aligned careers and not just into college. Extensively researched, (Re)Defining the Goal
deconstructs the prevalent one-size-fits-all education agenda. The author provides a fresh
perspective, replicable strategies, and outlines six proven steps to help students secure a
competitive advantage in the new economy. Gain a new paradigm and the right resources to help
students avoid the pitfalls of unemployment, or underemployment, after graduation.

aa general studies degree: Making College Work Harry ]J. Holzer, Sandy Baum, 2017-08-15

Practical solutions for improving higher education opportunities for disadvantaged students Too
many disadvantaged college students in America do not complete their coursework or receive any
college credential, while others earn degrees or certificates with little labor market value. Large
numbers of these students also struggle to pay for college, and some incur debts that they have
difficulty repaying. The authors provide a new review of the causes of these problems and offer
promising policy solutions. The circumstances affecting disadvantaged students stem both from
issues on the individual side, such as weak academic preparation and financial pressures, and from
institutional failures. Low-income students disproportionately attend schools that are underfunded
and have weak performance incentives, contributing to unsatisfactory outcomes for many students.
Some solutions, including better financial aid or academic supports, target individual students.
Other solutions, such as stronger linkages between coursework and the labor market and more
structured paths through the curriculum, are aimed at institutional reforms. All students, and
particularly those from disadvantaged backgrounds, also need better and varied pathways both to
college and directly to the job market, beginning in high school. We can improve college outcomes,
but must also acknowledge that we must make hard choices and face difficult tradeoffs in the
process. While no single policy is guaranteed to greatly improve college and career outcomes,



implementing a number of evidence-based policies and programs together has the potential to
improve these outcomes substantially.

aa general studies degree: Educational Opportunities on Air Force Bases United States. Dept.
of the Air Force, 1980

aa general studies degree: Applied and Workforce Baccalaureates Deborah L. Floyd,
Rivka A. Felsher, Angela M. Garcia Falconetti, 2012-10-05 Are applied and workforce baccalaureate
degrees offered by community colleges a natural extension of their mission to provide relevant
educational programs to their constituents? Or is this emerging emphasis on offering baccalaureate
degrees a radical deviation from the tried-and-true mission of comprehensive community colleges?
In short, is this movement more evolutionary or revolutionary? This issue does not take sides, but
provides a deeper understanding of this movement from the perspectives of practitioners and
scholars alike. The opportunities and challenges associated with offering these new baccalaureate
degrees is illustrated with institutional examples. This is the 158th volume of this Jossey-Bass
quarterly report series. Essential to the professional libraries of presidents, vice presidents, deans,
and other leaders in today's open-door institutions, New Directions for Community Colleges provides
expert guidance in meeting the challenges of their distinctive and expanding educational mission.

aa general studies degree: Quantitative Literacy Bernard L. Madison, Lynn Arthur Steen,
2003

aa general studies degree: Catalog Southwestern Indian Polytechnic Institute, 1996

aa general studies degree: Undergraduate Guide: Two-Year Colleges 2011 Peterson's,
2010-08-24 Peterson's Two-Year Colleges 2011 includes information on nearly 2,000 accredited
two-year undergraduate institutions in the United States and Canada, as well as some international
schools. It also includes scores of detailed two-page descriptions written by admissions personnel.
College-bound students and their parents can research two-year colleges and universities for
information on campus setting, enrollment, majors, expenses, student-faculty ratio, application
deadline, and contact information. SELLING POINTS: Helpful articles on what you need to know
about two-year colleges: advice on transferring and returning to school for adult students; how to
survive standardized tests; what international students need to know about admission to U.S.
colleges; and how to manage paying for college State-by-state summary table allows comparison of
institutions by a variety of characteristics, including enrollment, application requirements, types of
financial aid available, and numbers of sports and majors offered Informative data profiles for nearly
2,000 institutions, listed alphabetically by state (and followed by other countries) with facts and
figures on majors, academic programs, student life, standardized tests, financial aid, and applying
and contact information Exclusive two-page in-depth descriptions written by college administrators
for Peterson's Indexes offering valuable information on associate degree programs at two-year
colleges and four-year colleges-easy to search alphabetically

aa general studies degree: The Proximity Principle Ken Coleman, 2019-05-13 Right now,
70% of Americans aren’t passionate about their work and are desperately longing for meaning and
purpose. They’re sick of “average” and know there’s something better out there, but they just don’t
know how to reach it. One basic principle—The Proximity Principle—can change everything you
thought you knew about pursuing a career you love. In his latest book, The Proximity Principle,
national radio host and career expert Ken Coleman provides a simple plan of how positioning
yourself near the right people and places can help you land the job you love. Forget the traditional
career advice you've heard! Networking, handing out business cards, and updating your online
profile do nothing to set you apart from other candidates. Ken will show you how to be intentional
and genuine about the connections you make with a fresh, unexpected take on resumes and the job
interview process. You'll discover the five people you should look for and the four best places to
grow, learn, practice, and perform so you can step into the role you were created to fill. After
reading The Proximity Principle, you’ll know how to connect with the right people and put yourself
in the right places, so opportunities will come—and you'’ll be prepared to take them.
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aa general studies degree: White Awareness Judy H. Katz, 1978 Stage 1.

aa general studies degree: Educational Opportunities on Air Force Bases United States.
Department of the Air Force, 1983

aa general studies degree: Indianapolis Monthly , 2002-11 Indianapolis Monthly is the Circle
City’s essential chronicle and guide, an indispensable authority on what’s new and what’s news.
Through coverage of politics, crime, dining, style, business, sports, and arts and entertainment, each
issue offers compelling narrative stories and lively, urbane coverage of Indy’s cultural landscape.

aa general studies degree: Bulletin United States. Office of Education, 1960

aa general studies degree: Journals of the Legislative Council Tasmania. Parliament.
Legislative Council, 1863 Includes its Papers.

aa general studies degree: Statistics of Land-grant Colleges and Universities United States.
Office of Education, 1960

aa general studies degree: Journals of the House of Assembly (with Appendices). Tasmania.
Parliament. House of Assembly, 1863 Includes appendices.

aa general studies degree: Santa Rosa Subregional Long-term Wastewater Project , 1998

aa general studies degree: Studying Dance Schupp, Karen, 2014-09-30 This text prepares
students to navigate their dance programs and prepare for a various careers. It orients students to
dance as an academic discipline, broadens their understanding of dance, establishes solid
approaches to studying dance, and connects dance on campus to their previous training.

aa general studies degree: The Postsecondary Vocational Education of 1980 High
School Seniors Jerry West, 1989

aa general studies degree: Inventory of Program Offerings at New Jersey Institutions of
Higher Education , 1995

aa general studies degree: Credentials Michelle Van Noy, Paul L. Gaston, 2023-07-03 The
credentials environment grows more complicated by the day, but key questions help us understand
why we need this book to help us grapple with those complexities: ¢ Given the expansion in the
variety of higher education credentials and in approaches to earning them, why are so many
students disappointed with their post-secondary credentials?e Despite the proliferation of
credentials tailored to specific careers, why do so many employers complain that the preparation of
their new hires is inadequate? ¢ Despite their investment in new programs meant to attract new
enrollees, why are so many colleges and universities facing issues with student persistence, timely
credential completion, and career success?The plan of the book reflects the authors’ practical aim.
In the first of three parts, they offer a broad view of the credentials environment—how credentials
work, how a proliferation in credentials has created an unprecedented array of educational choices,
and why this abundance is a mixed blessing. In the second part, they focus on categories of
credentials, from the associate degree to doctoral degrees to non-degree credentials. The book
concludes with two chapters that consider the implications of the information the authors provide
for leadership in volatile times: one discusses the importance of maintaining a priority on equity; the
other offers 12 propositions for action. To help make the book useful, each chapter begins with a
paragraph that summarizes the emphases to follow, and ends with a list of initiatives, i.e.,
“takeaways,” that leaders (and those attentive to what leaders are doing) should consider.

aa general studies degree: How Liberal Arts and Sciences Majors Fare in Employment
Debra Humphreys, Patrick Kelly, 2014-01-22 Student, parents, and policy makers interested in the
return on investment of college education tend to place unwarranted emphasis on the choice of
undergraduate major, often assuming that a major in a liberal arts field has a negative effect on
employment prospects and earnings potential. This new report--which includes data on earnings,
employment rates, graduate school earnings bumps, and commonly chosen professions--presents
clear evidence to the contrary. It shows not only that the college degree remains a sound
investment, especially in these difficult economic times, but also that --as compared to students who
major in professional, preprofessional, or STEM fields--liberal arts majors fare very well in terms of
both earnings and long-term success.




aa general studies degree: The Dynamics of Opportunity in America Irwin Kirsch, Henry
Braun, 2016-01-22 Across the country, our children are beginning life from very different starting
points. Some have aspirations and believe they can be achieved. For too many others, aspirations
are tempered, if not dashed, by the sobering realities of everyday life. These different starting points
place children on distinctly different trajectories of growth and development, ultimately leading to
vastly different adult outcomes. How did we get to a place where circumstances of birth have
become so determinative? And what must we do, within communities and across our country, to
better equalize opportunity for more Americans - both young and old? The editors of this volume
contend that if, as a nation, we do nothing, then we will continue to drift apart, placing an
unsustainable strain on the nation’s social fabric and the character of its democracy. Consequently,
understanding the dynamics governing the distribution and transmission of opportunity - and
transforming this understanding into policies and programs - is critical for not only the life outcomes
of individual Americans and their children, but also the country as a whole. The goal of Educational
Testing Service’s Opportunity in America initiative is to explore these powerful dynamics and to
describe and convey them in a way that advances the national conversation about why we must take
action - and how best to do so. This volume contains 14 chapters, including an epilogue, written by
leaders from a range of fields including education, economics, demography, and political science.
Collectively, they not only illuminate key aspects of the problem but also offer suggestions of what
policies, programs, and changes in practices could begin to reverse the trends we are seeing.
Written in an engaging style, this volume constitutes an essential foundation for informed discussion
and strategic analysis.

aa general studies degree: Young and Green in the City Gary Luders, 2012-10-22 Here is a
boy bespangled by green wanes light of green trees green painted fences; and green cut lawns; as
his place at Clayton City College. Here he advanced to Cal. State College Hartsfield to be an
Accounting major; only to be instigated to complete a B. A. Liberal Arts degree; as to be fit for a
Retail Management job. He had a haunting memory of a Cheerleader Lucy Brooks, the Alpha Phi
Omega Fraternity; and his Cafeteria Bus Boy employment; as being his College dream. His Wards
Department Store was suitable employment; until his hypos demanded the pursuit of Carpentry in
Amador Valley. Soon he had mastered all the crews of Rio Vista Track Home Development. By the
winds of Amador Valley; he with a sizable nest egg was only to move on to two prospective State
Colleges in the Los Angeles. Here was once again another fruitless College activity effort. Upon
return home his Mother had recognized him as the relative Uncle Herman; so she found him a single
bedroom Apartment; where he found a public Rose Garden, a Convenient Short Stop Store; a
Catholic Town House, the U-Save Liquor Store; as well as finally the neighborhood Rose, Park,
Garden Terrace Apartment; which he dreamed to retire to. It was to now to be time spent with the
indulgence in of Royal Gate Vodka; and the time of smoking Bell Air cigarettes; and a splendid walk
through the many splendid colored roses of the waterfall and pond area of a public Oakland Rose
Garden. He went to the U-Save Liquor Store; where he was to wish me a rainbows; and wish me
good cheer; all to be with the chirp of a Robin; the tweet of a House Finch and the coo of a Morning
Dove.

aa general studies degree: Annual Report of the Commission for Higher Education to the
Governor and the Indiana General Assembly Indiana Commission for Higher Education, 1987

aa general studies degree: California Early Childhood Educator Competencies California.
Department of Education, California. Children and Families Commission, 2012

aa general studies degree: Research in Education , 1973

aa general studies degree: Resources in Education, 1998

aa general studies degree: Indianapolis Monthly , 2002-11 Indianapolis Monthly is the Circle
City’s essential chronicle and guide, an indispensable authority on what’s new and what’s news.
Through coverage of politics, crime, dining, style, business, sports, and arts and entertainment, each
issue offers compelling narrative stories and lively, urbane coverage of Indy’s cultural landscape.

aa general studies degree: Handbook of Undergraduate Second Language Education Judith




W. Rosenthal, 2013-06-17 This volume offers the most comprehensive, up-to-date description of the
wide array of second language programs currently available to undergraduate students in the United
States and abroad. It brings together, for the first time, detailed descriptions of programs in foreign
language, English as a second language (ESL), dual language (bilingual), American Sign Language,
Native American, and heritage languages. Addressing both theory and practice, the volume presents
the historical development, current practices, and future directions of each type of program, along
with detailed case studies. For second language teachers, academic administrators, and teacher
educators, this Handbook provides information that will be useful in making instructional and
programmatic planning decisions.

aa general studies degree: Articulation in Allied Health Education Ralph H. Boatman, John W.
Huther, 1977

aa general studies degree: The College Blue Book Macmillan Publishing, 2004-11 Indexes
the degrees offered by thousands of colleges in the U.S. and Canada in two lists: one alphabetically
by state or province and one by subject area.

aa general studies degree: Certification Requirements for School Personnel , 1955

aa general studies degree: A Manual on Certification Requirements for School Personnel in
the United States National Commission on Teacher Education and Professional Standards (U.S.),
1970

aa general studies degree: Postsecondary Sourcebook for Community Colleges, Technical,
Trade, and Business Schools Midwest/West Edition , 2010-12

aa general studies degree: A Manual on Certification Requirements for School Personnel in
the United States , 1953

aa general studies degree: Why You Should (or Shouldn’t) Go to College Catherine Gorman
Cordova, 2024-08-20 No matter who you are or what your background might be, deciding whether
or not to go to college, and which college to attend, is a complex and often stressful process. Why
You Should (or Shouldn’t) Go to College is written to help you become more informed and more
comfortable in your decision-making so that perhaps some of the unavoidable anxiety is reduced,
your questions are answered, and you can move forward confidently toward your goal...whatever it
might be. Full of easy-to-understand data and background on higher education and current
economic workforce trends, this book provides an overview of the college process, including
academic keywords and jargon, alternative routes, and “Student Silhouette” stories from others who
have chosen a variety of paths post high school,. This book will enhance your knowledge and choices
when deciding what path is right for you. Whether you are a stressed high school student trying to
decide what’s next, a parent deliberating your child’s future, or a non-traditional student following
your own path, this has the knowledge and information needed to make deliberate and informed
choices about your future education and career choices.

aa general studies degree: Handbook of Research-Based Practice in Early Education D.
Ray Reutzel, 2014-07-09 Written expressly for early childhood educators, and those who support
their professional development, this handbook distills essential knowledge about how to help all
PreK-3 learners succeed. Leading experts describe doable ways to create effective learning
environments and implement instructional practices with a strong evidence base. Engaging
vignettes illustrate discussions of such topics as differentiated instruction, response to intervention,
the Common Core standards, social and emotional learning, assessment, and teaching across the
curriculum. Each chapter links cutting-edge research to practical applications, examples, and
professional development activities.

aa general studies degree: Open Pedagogy Approaches Alexis Clifton, Kimberly Davies
Hoffman, 2020-07-09

aa general studies degree: College of General Education Boston University, 1958
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