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Abstract: This article delves into the challenge of encapsulating the vast and multifaceted
field of psychology into a single sentence. We explore various attempts at a concise
definition, analyzing their strengths and weaknesses in capturing the breadth and depth of
the discipline. The article emphasizes the importance of understanding the nuances of
psychological study and the limitations of any single-sentence attempt at complete
description. Ultimately, it aims to provide a robust understanding of "a single sentence
definition of psychology" and its implications for both students and the general public.

The Elusive Single Sentence: Defining Psychology

The task of crafting "a single sentence definition of psychology" is inherently challenging.
Psychology, at its core, is the scientific study of the mind and behavior. However, this
seemingly straightforward statement belies the incredible complexity of the subject
matter. The mind, with its intricate network of cognitive processes, emotions, and
motivations, resists easy definition. Behavior, equally diverse and context-dependent,
presents a similarly formidable challenge for concise description.

Several attempts at "a single sentence definition of psychology" exist, each with its merits
and shortcomings. One might say, "Psychology is the scientific study of mental processes
and behavior." This definition is broad enough to encompass the many subfields within
psychology, from clinical psychology to developmental psychology to social psychology.



However, it lacks nuance and doesn't address the philosophical underpinnings of the
discipline.

Another attempt at "a single sentence definition of psychology" might focus on the
application of scientific methods: "Psychology employs scientific methods to understand
and explain human thoughts, feelings, and actions." This definition highlights the
empirical basis of psychology, emphasizing its reliance on observation, experimentation,
and data analysis. Yet, it still falls short of capturing the richness and diversity of human
experience.

A more nuanced "a single sentence definition of psychology" could try to incorporate the
interplay between internal and external factors: "Psychology investigates the interaction
between biological, psychological, and social factors influencing human thoughts, feelings,
and behaviors." This acknowledges the complex interplay of nature and nurture,
highlighting the biopsychosocial model that underpins much of contemporary
psychological understanding.

However, even this more comprehensive attempt at a single-sentence definition still
struggles to fully capture the scope of psychology. The field is constantly evolving,
incorporating new perspectives and methodologies. Emerging areas like neuropsychology
and positive psychology challenge traditional definitions and push the boundaries of our
understanding of the human mind.

The Significance of a Concise Definition

Despite its limitations, the pursuit of "a single sentence definition of psychology" holds
significant value. For students encountering the field for the first time, a concise definition
provides a crucial entry point, a foundational understanding upon which to build more
complex knowledge. It offers a readily accessible summary of the subject matter,
clarifying the central aims and scope of psychological inquiry.

For the general public, a clear and concise "a single sentence definition of psychology"
helps demystify the discipline, dispelling common misconceptions and fostering a greater
appreciation for the importance of psychological understanding in various aspects of life.
It can promote better mental health literacy, encouraging individuals to seek help when
needed and fostering a more informed understanding of mental health challenges.

Furthermore, a well-crafted single sentence can serve as a powerful communication tool.
In educational settings, it can serve as a unifying theme, framing discussions and
providing a shared understanding of the field's core tenets. In research, it can provide a
concise summary of the study's focus, aiding in communication with colleagues and the
broader scientific community.

Limitations of a Single Sentence Definition

It is crucial to acknowledge the inherent limitations of any attempt at providing "a single
sentence definition of psychology." Such brevity inevitably results in oversimplification
and the omission of crucial details. The rich tapestry of psychological theory, research,
and application cannot be fully captured in a single sentence.



The reductionist nature of a concise definition risks misrepresenting the holistic and
multifaceted nature of the human mind and behavior. Individual experiences are unique
and cannot be neatly categorized within a single, overarching framework.
Oversimplification can lead to misunderstandings and the potential marginalization of
certain perspectives and methodologies.

Towards a More Comprehensive Understanding

Instead of striving for a single, all-encompassing definition, it might be more productive to
approach psychology through a layered understanding. We can start with a concise
introductory statement, such as, "Psychology is the scientific study of the mind and
behavior," and then progressively add layers of complexity and nuance. This allows for a
more accurate and thorough understanding of the discipline without the limitations of a
single-sentence definition.

We can enrich this initial understanding by exploring the various subfields within
psychology, examining their unique methodologies and perspectives. By appreciating the
diverse theoretical frameworks and methodologies employed within psychology, we gain a
richer understanding of its complexities and its capacity to address the myriad facets of
human experience.

Conclusion:

The search for "a single sentence definition of psychology" highlights the inherent
challenge in encapsulating a vast and dynamic field of study. While concise definitions
offer valuable introductory tools, they inevitably fall short of fully capturing the richness
and complexity of psychological inquiry. A layered understanding, built upon a foundation
of core principles and enriched by exploration of various subfields, ultimately provides a
more accurate and comprehensive grasp of psychology's scope and significance.

FAQs:

What is the difference between psychology and psychiatry? Psychology focuses on1.
the study of the mind and behavior, while psychiatry is a branch of medicine that
deals with the diagnosis, treatment, and prevention of mental disorders. Psychiatrists
can prescribe medication, while psychologists typically do not.

Is psychology a science? Yes, psychology is a science that utilizes rigorous scientific1.
methods, such as experiments and statistical analysis, to study the mind and
behavior.

What are the main branches of psychology? Major branches include clinical,1.



developmental, cognitive, social, biological, and industrial-organizational psychology,
among others.

How can psychology help me in my daily life? Psychology can provide valuable1.
insights into understanding your thoughts, feelings, behaviors, and relationships,
improving your overall well-being and helping you navigate life's challenges.

What is the difference between a psychologist and a therapist? The terms are often1.
used interchangeably, but "therapist" is a broader term. A therapist can have various
backgrounds, including psychology, social work, or counseling. A psychologist
typically holds a doctoral degree in psychology.

Is psychology only about mental illness? No, psychology is concerned with a wide1.
range of human experiences, including positive emotions, creativity, and optimal
functioning, not solely mental illness.

Can psychology help me improve my relationships? Yes, psychology offers many tools1.
and techniques to improve communication, conflict resolution, and understanding
within relationships.

How can I find a qualified psychologist? You can consult your doctor, search online1.
directories of licensed psychologists, or seek referrals from trusted sources.

Is psychology relevant to my career? Depending on your career field, psychology1.
principles can be highly relevant. Understanding human behavior is valuable in many
professions, including education, business, healthcare, and law enforcement.

Related Articles:

The History of Psychology: Traces the evolution of psychological thought from its1.
philosophical roots to modern perspectives.



Major Schools of Thought in Psychology: Explores different theoretical frameworks,1.
such as behaviorism, psychoanalysis, and humanism.

Research Methods in Psychology: Details the various techniques used to collect and1.
analyze data in psychological research.

Clinical Psychology: An Overview: Explores the assessment, diagnosis, and treatment1.
of mental health disorders.

Developmental Psychology: Understanding the Lifespan: Examines the changes in1.
human behavior and cognition across the lifespan.

Cognitive Psychology: Exploring the Mind's Processes: Focuses on the mental1.
processes involved in perception, memory, and thinking.

Social Psychology: The Science of Human Interaction: Investigates how individuals'1.
thoughts, feelings, and behaviors are influenced by others.

Biopsychology: The Biological Basis of Behavior: Explores the neurological and1.
physiological underpinnings of behavior.

Positive Psychology: Promoting Well-being and Flourishing: Focuses on promoting1.
human strengths and well-being.

  a single sentence definition of psychology: The Handbook of Work and Health
Psychology Marc J. Schabracq, Jacques A. M. Winnubst, Cary L. Cooper, 2003-03-28 Workplace
health is now recognised as having major legal, financial and efficiency implications for



organizations. Psychologists are increasingly called on as consultants or in house facilitators to help
design work processes, assess and counsel individuals and advise on change management. The
second edition of this handbook offers a comprehensive, authoritative and up-to-date survey of the
field with a focus on the applied aspects of work and health psychology. An unrivalled source of
knowledge and references in the field, for students and academics, this edition also reflects the need
to relate research to effective and realistic interventions in the workplace. * Editors are outstanding
leaders in their fields * Focuses on linking research to practice * Over 50% new chapters. New
topics include Coping, The Psychological Contract and Health, Assessment and Measurement of
Stress and Well-Being, the Effects of Change, and chapters of Conflict and Communication
  a single sentence definition of psychology: Historical and Conceptual Foundations of
Measurement in the Human Sciences Derek C. Briggs, 2021-11-15 Historical and Conceptual
Foundations of Measurement in the Human Sciences explores the assessment and measurement of
nonphysical attributes that define human beings: abilities, personalities, attitudes, dispositions, and
values. The proposition that human attributes are measurable remains controversial, as do the ideas
and innovations of the six historical figures—Gustav Fechner, Francis Galton, Alfred Binet, Charles
Spearman, Louis Thurstone, and S. S. Stevens—at the heart of this book. Across 10 rich, elaborative
chapters, readers are introduced to the origins of educational and psychological scaling, mental
testing, classical test theory, factor analysis, and diagnostic classification and to controversies
spanning the quantity objection, the role of measurement in promoting eugenics, theories of
intelligence, the measurement of attitudes, and beyond. Graduate students, researchers, and
professionals in educational measurement and psychometrics will emerge with a deeper
appreciation for both the challenges and the affordances of measurement in quantitative research.
  a single sentence definition of psychology: Handbook of Social Cognition Robert S. Wyer
Jr., Thomas K. Srull, 2014-02-25 This edition of the Handbook follows the first edition by 10 years.
The earlier edition was a promissory note, presaging the directions in which the then-emerging field
of social cognition was likely to move. The field was then in its infancy and the areas of research and
theory that came to dominate the field during the next decade were only beginning to surface. The
concepts and methods used had frequently been borrowed from cognitive psychology and had been
applied to phenomena in a very limited number of areas. Nevertheless, social cognition promised to
develop rapidly into an important area of psychological inquiry that would ultimately have an impact
on not only several areas of psychology but other fields as well. The promises made by the earlier
edition have generally been fulfilled. Since its publication, social cognition has become one of the
most active areas of research in the entire field of psychology; its influence has extended to health
and clinical psychology, and personality, as well as to political science, organizational behavior, and
marketing and consumer behavior. The impact of social cognition theory and research within a very
short period of time is incontrovertible. The present volumes provide a comprehensive and detailed
review of the theoretical and empirical work that has been performed during these years, and of its
implications for information processing in a wide variety of domains. The handbook is divided into
two volumes. The first provides an overview of basic research and theory in social information
processing, covering the automatic and controlled processing of information and its implications for
how information is encoded and stored in memory, the mental representation of persons -- including
oneself -- and events, the role of procedural knowledge in information processing, inference
processes, and response processes. Special attention is given to the cognitive determinants and
consequences of affect and emotion. The second book provides detailed discussions of the role of
information processing in specific areas such as stereotyping; communication and persuasion;
political judgment; close relationships; organizational, clinical and health psychology; and consumer
behavior. The contributors are theorists and researchers who have themselves carried out important
studies in the areas to which their chapters pertain. In combination, the contents of this two-volume
set provide a sophisticated and in-depth treatment of both theory and research in this major area of
psychological inquiry and the directions in which it is likely to proceed in the future.
  a single sentence definition of psychology: Handbook of Social Cognition: Applications



Robert S. Wyer, Thomas K. Srull, 1994 This edition of the Handbook follows the first edition by 10
years. The earlier edition was a promissory note, presaging the directions in which the
then-emerging field of social cognition was likely to move. The field was then in its infancy and the
areas of research and theory that came to dominate the field during the next decade were only
beginning to surface. The concepts and methods used had frequently been borrowed from cognitive
psychology and had been applied to phenomena in a very limited number of areas. Nevertheless,
social cognition promised to develop rapidly into an important area of psychological inquiry that
would ultimately have an impact on not only several areas of psychology but other fields as well. The
promises made by the earlier edition have generally been fulfilled. Since its publication, social
cognition has become one of the most active areas of research in the entire field of psychology; its
influence has extended to health and clinical psychology, and personality, as well as to political
science, organizational behavior, and marketing and consumer behavior. The impact of social
cognition theory and research within a very short period of time is incontrovertible. The present
volumes provide a comprehensive and detailed review of the theoretical and empirical work that has
been performed during these years, and of its implications for information processing in a wide
variety of domains. The handbook is divided into two volumes. The first provides an overview of
basic research and theory in social information processing, covering the automatic and controlled
processing of information and its implications for how information is encoded and stored in memory,
the mental representation of persons -- including oneself -- and events, the role of procedural
knowledge in information processing, inference processes, and response processes. Special
attention is given to the cognitive determinants and consequences of affect and emotion. The second
book provides detailed discussions of the role of information processing in specific areas such as
stereotyping; communication and persuasion; political judgment; close relationships; organizational,
clinical and health psychology; and consumer behavior. The contributors are theorists and
researchers who have themselves carried out important studies in the areas to which their chapters
pertain. In combination, the contents of this two-volume set provide a sophisticated and in-depth
treatment of both theory and research in this major area of psychological inquiry and the directions
in which it is likely to proceed in the future.
  a single sentence definition of psychology: Introduction to Psychology Jennifer Walinga,
Charles Stangor, This book is designed to help students organize their thinking about psychology at
a conceptual level. The focus on behaviour and empiricism has produced a text that is better
organized, has fewer chapters, and is somewhat shorter than many of the leading books. The
beginning of each section includes learning objectives; throughout the body of each section are key
terms in bold followed by their definitions in italics; key takeaways, and exercises and critical
thinking activities end each section.
  a single sentence definition of psychology: Basic Principles of Experimental Psychology
Otto Zinser, 1984
  a single sentence definition of psychology: Educational Psychology L.S. Vygotsky,
2020-04-27 When this classic book was first published in 1926, L.S. Vygotsky was well on his way to
becoming one of the leading intellectuals in Russia. His study of the psychology of education led him
to believe that the child should be the main figure in the educational process - and the efforts of the
teacher should be directed toward organizing, not dicta
  a single sentence definition of psychology: The Prentice Hall Reader George Miller,
2003-06 This best-selling rhetorical modes reader features ten chapters focusing on classic
rhetorical modes such as narration, description and argument and persuasion. Each chapter offers
readings scaled by difficulty, suggestions for using the strategy in other disciplines, connecting and
anticipating questions, detailed writing exercises and extensive revision activities. New Features:
Literary examples of the organizational strategies added to each chapter to help students connect
poems or brief short stories with the given strategy. New prewriting and rewriting suggestions.
Writing Links for each essay that focuses students' attention on how the writer uses punctuation,
word choice, sentence structure, typographical devices and paragraph skills to create an effective



essay. The Companion Website(TM) is the largest, most extensive Website of any reader. Among its
highlights, the site features hotlinks, additional background information on the readings, writing
assignments and practice using Web-based materials. Supplements Include: Instructor's Quiz
Booklet Annotated Instructor's Edition with teaching strategy for each essay, class activities,
collaborative learning activities, critical reading activities and links to writing. Teaching Writing
with the Prentice Hall Reader that offers helpful suggestions to the new and seasoned instructor.
  a single sentence definition of psychology: The Dictionary of Psychology Raymond J. Corsini,
1999 The most comprehensive up-to-date reference of its kind, user friendly with a clear and
functional design. The Dictionary offers over 30,000 entries, (including interdisciplinary terms and
slang), 125 illustrations and extensive cross-referencing.
  a single sentence definition of psychology: Introduction to Forensic Psychology Curt R.
Bartol, Anne M. Bartol, 2008 This edition features a multicultural perspective and focuses on the
application of psychological knowledge and research. New coverage in this edition includes
relationships between mental disorders and crime and violence, sexual deviance, death penalty
mitigation, restorative justice initiatives, arson and typologies of juvenile fire setters, sexual
harassment, and criminal sentencing.
  a single sentence definition of psychology: Evergreen with Readings Susan Fawcett,
Fawcett, 1995-12
  a single sentence definition of psychology: The Global Origins of Psychology Richard
Valentine, 2023-10-10 This book offers a historical introduction to the remote origins of psychology,
and is the first book in a series on the history of the subject. Combining a deep history approach
with the study of ancient civilisations, it places psychology in a historical and global context using
rigorous academic research. This book begins by separating the Greek components of psychology –
psyche and logos – in order to trace their histories, separate and together, through the global
Neolithic and Bronze Ages. The author develops a toolkit by deconstructing the writing of history,
modern psychology, and analysis of culture, and by introducing theories from neuroscience and
cultural psychology that can be tested against the data. He then takes readers on a journey back in
time, from the borders of our current climatic envelope (the Holocene) towards the present, through
Ancient Iraq, Egypt, Israel, and China. Each chapter deepens the reader’s understanding of
psychology in its global context outside the boundaries of Western culture. In so doing, the book
initiates a post-colonial re-narration showing that the story of psychology is wider and deeper than
many contemporary origin stories suggest. Presented in an accessible manner, this is an excellent
resource for students of psychology, philosophy, history, linguistics, archaeology, and anthropology,
as well as general readers who want to learn more about the origins of this fascinating subject.
  a single sentence definition of psychology: The Journal of Education , 1884
  a single sentence definition of psychology: The New Dictionary of Psychology Philip
Lawrence Harriman, 1947 Includes short biographies of famous people in psychology.
  a single sentence definition of psychology: Readings in Philosophy of Psychology Ned
Block, 1980 Essays discuss behaviorism, reductionism, physicalism, functionalism, the nature of
mental states, and the foundations of psychoanalysis.
  a single sentence definition of psychology: Key Ideas in Psychology Ian Stuart-Hamilton,
1999-07-01 `This would be an excellent companion to an A-level or first year degree course or
indeed anyone with an interest in psychology. The book aims to `tell people what psychology is
about' and it does this in an extremely well structured and accessible fashion. It gives a good
introduction to severaldifferent elements of the study of psychology and provides further reading for
those wishing to gain a deeper understanding. As each chapter can be read alone it is also a useful
reference tool to provide explanations of subjects and quick overviews of areas. Each chapter is
written in a balanced way and allows the reader room for reflection.' -Journal of Critical Psychology,
Counselling & Psychotherapy `It is truly very difficult to describe books such as this, which through
the use of clear and simple language achieve accessibility for those interested as long as they take
account of the scientific style of the psychological terminology so well defined throughout its



chapters... As if this were not enough, at the end of every chapter the author presents us with a
selection of fundamental books so that if we wish we can further our knowledge of each subject.' -
European Journal of Psychiatry `This is an excellent book, and for anyone who is not a psychologist
but would like to understand the basic concepts within its different fields, is difficult to better, given
its size. The text is lucid, readable and provides both a good selection of references and some
judiciously chosen further reading. The author consistently introduces the major concepts of each
subject, and then goes onto discuss the recent developments in each field. The chapter on
Biopsychology not only discusses the biological basis of nerve function but discusses sleep and the
mind-body relationship in a cogent and helpful way to those needing a quick basis for further
reading. The lack of illustrations anywhere in the text coming in the chapter on statistics. Having
said that, the text itself reads in such a way - even the statistics chapter - that these are almost
rendered unnecessary. A book like this is difficult to write, because no matter why is selected,
someone will complain that there are gaps, but these are understandable. It would have been
extremely helpful to have health psychology treated in the same way that the author treats other
subjects, but given the plethora of texts on health psychology available these days, it's hardly
surprising the author didn't cover this topic, and this is rather a grudging complaint. The publisher
is providing a solid and growing range of titles, and the present author himself has authored a
number of other texts which are of value to more specialised audiences. This book is ideal for
professionals with little or no grounding in psychology, or those new to the subject, who need to
know something about the field and its concepts. Excellent as an A Level background text or for
other readers wanting to update their knowledge, this book should find a wide readership.' - Journal
of the Royal Society for the Promotion of Health This accessible book has a simple aim - to tell
people what psychology is about. It presents a review of the key areas of the subject as it is
traditionally taught, and provides the reader with an introduction to important concepts and findings
within each of these. Armed with the information in this book, the reader should be able at least to
make sense of most psychological topics. At the end of each chapter is a set of suggested further
readings which will enable a more detailed exploration of the particular topic under discussion to be
made. The book will be of interest to two groups of readers. The first comprises people who are new
to the subject and simply want to know what psychology is. The second consists of those who want a
general guide to an area but who wish to make up their minds on the details for themselves. Hence
the basic information and arguments are explained, but details are not elaborated.
  a single sentence definition of psychology: An Objective Psychology of Grammar Jacob
Robert Kantor, 1936
  a single sentence definition of psychology: A Paul Meehl Reader Niels G. Waller, Leslie J.
Yonce, William M. Grove, David Faust, Mark F. Lenzenweger, 2013-09-05 This new book introduces
a new generation to the important insights of Paul Meehl. In addition to selected papers from the
classic reader, Psychodiagnosis, this book features new material selected from Meehl's most
influential writings. The resulting collection is a tour de force illustrating quantitative analysis of life
science problems, an examination of the inadequacy of some methods of analysis, and a review of
the application of taxometrics. A Paul Meehl Reader is organized into five content areas: theory
building and appraisal - how we discover and test the true causal relations of psychological
constructs; specific etiology - an examination of genetic, behavioral, and environmental etiology in
psychopathology; diagnosis and prediction - a review of the appropriate use of base rates;
taxometrics - a look at Meehl's development of the method he invented; thinking effectively about
psychological questions - a critique of correlation research and the power of quantitative thinking in
psychology. The Reader features section introductions to orient the reader and provide a context
and structure for Paul Meehl's work. The section on diagnosis and prediction features problem sets
with solutions to guide the reader through practical applications of the principles described.
Accompanying downloadable resources contain footage from Paul Meehl's engaging seminar on
clinical versus statistical prediction. This book appeals to advanced students and professionals in
psychology, sociology, law, education, human development, and philosophy.



  a single sentence definition of psychology: The Phenomenology Reader Dermot Moran,
Timothy Mooney, 2002 Includes a full introduction to one of the most influential movements in 20th
century philosophy, this is a comprehensive anthology of classic writings from phenomenology's
major seminal thinkers.
  a single sentence definition of psychology: Psychology from An Empirical Standpoint
Franz Brentano, 2014-09-15 Franz Brentano is one of the founding fathers of twentieth century
philosophy, celebrated for introducing the concept of intentionality to philosophy as well as making
significant contributions to ethics and logic. His work exerted great influence on major philosophers
such as Edmund Husserl, but also philosophers travelling in the opposite direction, such Gottlob
Frege. He counted Sigmund Freud amongst his students and Freud expressed great admiration for
his teacher in several letters. Psychology from an Empirical Standpoint is Brentano’s most important
and brilliant work. It helped to establish psychology as a scientific discipline, but did so in a highly
original and distinctive manner by arguing for a form of introspectionism. Brentano argued that
consciousness is always unified and that the hallmark of the mind is that one’s thoughts are always
directed towards something – his famous theory of ‘intentionality’ – arguments that have deep
implications not just for philosophy but psychology, cognitive science and consciousness studies.
With a new foreword by Tim Crane.
  a single sentence definition of psychology: An Introduction to Ecological Psychology
Allan W. Wicker, 1984-11-25 This highly readable account of the ecological psychology movement
makes its general ideas accessible to the beginning student and non-specialist. It describes the work
of Roger Barker in the 'behaviour settings' of small American and English towns and the formulation
of 'manning theory,' which concerns the number of people needed to 'operate and maintain' a
particular setting. The author concludes by suggesting implications for everyday life and proposing
different directions for ecological psychology.
  a single sentence definition of psychology: Psychology for Counselors James Van der Veldt,
1971
  a single sentence definition of psychology: Measurement, Realism and Objectivity J. Forge,
2012-12-06 The institutionalization of History and Philosophy of Science as a distinct field of
scholarly endeavour began comparatively earl- though not always under that name - in the
Australasian region. An initial lecturing appointment was made at the University of Melbourne
immediately after the Second World War, in 1946, and other appoint ments followed as the subject
underwent an expansion during the 1950s and 1960s similar to that which took place in other parts
of the world. Today there are major Departments at the University of Melbourne, the University of
New South Wales and the University of Wollongong, and smaller groups active in many other parts
of Australia and in New Zealand. Australasian Studies in History and Philosophy of Science aims to
provide a distinctive publication outlet for Australian and New Zealand scholars working in the
general area of history, philosophy and social studies of science. Each volume comprises a group of
essays on a connected theme, edited by an Australian or a New Zealander with special expertise in
that particular area. Papers address general issues, however, rather than local ones; parochial topics
are avoided. Further more, though in each volume a majority of the contributors is from Australia or
New Zealand, contributions from elsewhere are by no means ruled out. Quite the reverse, in fact -
they are actively encour aged wherever appropriate to the balance of the volume in question.
  a single sentence definition of psychology: A Dictionary of Psychological Medicine Daniel
Hack Tuke, 1892
  a single sentence definition of psychology: Language Development: Syntax and semantics
Stan A. Kuczaj, 1982 First published in 1981. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an
informa company.
  a single sentence definition of psychology: Understanding Imagination Dennis L Sepper,
2013-05-13 This book discusses that imagination is as important to thinking and reasoning as it is to
making and acting. By reexamining our philosophical and psychological heritage, it traces a
framework, a conceptual topology, that underlies the most disparate theories: a framework that



presents imagination as founded in the placement of appearances. It shows how this framework was
progressively developed by thinkers like Plato, Aristotle, Descartes, and Kant, and how it is reflected
in more recent developments in theorists as different as Peirce, Saussure, Wittgenstein, Benjamin,
and Bachelard. The conceptual topology of imagination incorporates logic, mathematics, and science
as well as production, play, and art. Recognizing this topology can move us past the confusions to a
unifying view of imagination for the future. ​
  a single sentence definition of psychology: Learning Forensic Assessment Rebecca Jackson,
Ronald Roesch, 2015-10-05 Major developments in the field since the publication of Learning
Forensic Assessment are integrated in this revised edition, including revised editions of the DSM-5,
HCR-20 scale, and child custody guidelines. This textbook is designed for graduate students learning
forensic assessment and psychologists coming to forensic practice later in their careers. It is
organized around five broad areas: Professional and Practice Issues, Adult Forensic Assessment,
Juvenile Forensic Assessment, Civil Forensic Assessment, and Communicating Your Findings. Each
chapter begins with a strong teaching and learning foundation. The latter part of each chapter is
assessment specific, covering available assessment measures and approaches to assessment. The
authors go well beyond simple descriptions of assessment measures and provide a conceptual
discussion of the evaluation process that helps the reader understand how assessment measures fit
into the overall evaluation process. The evaluation component is geared toward assessing the
important aspects of the construct as laid out in the early part of each chapter. Each chapter then
concludes with a case example to illustrate the measures and techniques described.
  a single sentence definition of psychology: Insights In: Theoretical and Philosophical
Psychology Anna M. Borghi, Luca Tummolini, Guy Dove, Chiara Fini, 2023-10-25 We are now
entering the third decade of the 21st Century, and, especially in the last years, the achievements
made by scientists have been exceptional, leading to major advancements in the fast-growing field of
Psychology. Frontiers has organized a series of Research Topics to highlight the latest
advancements in science in order to be at the forefront of science in different fields of research. This
editorial initiative of particular relevance, led by Prof. Anna Borghi and Dr. Chiara Fini, Specialty
Chief and Assistant Chief Editors of the section, Theoretical and Philosophical Psychology, is focused
on new insights, novel developments, current challenges, latest discoveries, recent advances and
future perspectives in this field. Also, high-quality original research manuscripts on novel concepts,
problems and approaches are welcome. This Research Topic solicits brief, forward-looking
contributions from the editorial board members that describe the state of the art, outlining recent
developments and major accomplishments that have been achieved and that need to occur to move
the field forward. Authors are encouraged to identify the greatest challenges in the sub-disciplines,
and how to address those challenges.
  a single sentence definition of psychology: The American psychologist , 1960
  a single sentence definition of psychology: Yale Medical Journal , 1898 Includes the
Proceedings of the Connecticut State Medical Society.
  a single sentence definition of psychology: The Psychology of Language Trevor A. Harley,
2013-12-16 This thorough revision and update of the popular second edition contains everything the
student needs to know about the psychology of language: how we understand, produce, and store
language.
  a single sentence definition of psychology: Toward a Holistic Developmental Psychology
Seymour Wapner, Bernard Kaplan, 2024-06-03 Originally published in 1983, the main aim of this
volume was to suggest new ways of conceptualizing human development and new domains of
theorizing and engaging in practice for those who were vitally concerned with the nature and value
of human beings. Toward this goal, colleagues and students of the later Heinz Werner, believing that
Werner provided the schema for such a vision, here present modifications, extensions, and
elaborations of his insights concerning the nature of development. The Wernerian approach, in
origin and aim, is concerned with the development of the whole human being. The papers here were
intended only as a stimulus to provoke others as well as the contributors themselves to a new, yet



old approach, to human experience, thought, and action. Today it can be read and enjoyed in its
historical context.
  a single sentence definition of psychology: Psychoanalysis and Cognitive Psychology
Cornelis Wegman, 2013-09-24 Psychoanalysis and Cognitive Psychology: A Formalization of Freud's
Earliest Theory is an attempt to translate psychoanalytic theory into a computer model—a model
psychoanalysts will accept as accurately mirroring Freud's theory, while at the same time satisfying
the demands made upon any formal model within contemporary psychology. Given the vast extent
and the continued development of psychoanalytic theory, the present study focuses on Freud's
earliest theory. In a sense, this limitation is a natural one. Anyone really wishing to come to grips
with psychoanalytic theory will listen to Freud's advice and follow the path he himself took. In his
earliest theory, the theory of abreaction, Freud lays the foundation for all of his later work. Here, for
the first time, we encounter concepts—psychical conflict, repression, unconscious ideas, the
principle of constancy—which have proved decisive for the development of psychoanalytic theory.
Moreover, this was the period during which Freud himself was obsessed by the idea of representing
his theory in a single, coherent model, much as in natural science. The present monograph may be
regarded as a belated effort to realize the ideal that Freud had in mind in his Project for a Scientific
Psychology: a psychology in which psychical processes are represented in such a manner that they
become perspicuous and free from contradiction.
  a single sentence definition of psychology: Developmental Psychology David Reed
Shaffer, 2002 This best-selling, topically organized child and adolescent development text covers the
major theories and research of the field. It is known to be a scholarly developmental text that is
interesting, accurate, up-to-date, and written clearly and concisely. The author stresses the
processes that underlie developmental change so that students come away from the course with a
solid understanding of the causes and complexities of human development. Finally, the author
connects the theory and research to a number of real-life settings to prepare students for their
future roles as parents, teachers, nurses, or psychologists.
  a single sentence definition of psychology: Social Cognition Martha Augoustinos, Iain
Walker, Ngaire Donaghue, 2014-02-13 The Third Edition of this much celebrated textbook continues
to focus on the four major and influential perspectives in contemporary social psychology - social
cognition, social identity, social representations, and discursive psychology. A foundational chapter
presenting an account of these perspectives is then followed by topic-based chapters from the point
of view of each perspective in turn, discussing commonalities and divergences across each of them.
Key Features of the Third Edition: - Now includes coverage of the social neuroscience paradigm and
research on implicit social cognition - Updated pedagogical features and visual material - An
extended conclusion covers the ways in which the different approaches of the field intersect as well
as a general discussion of the direction in which the field is moving. Social Cognition: An Integrated
Introduction is an integrative, holistic textbook that will enhance the reader′s understanding of
social cognition and of each of the topical issues considered. It remains a key textbook for
psychology students, particularly those on courses in social psychology and social cognition.
  a single sentence definition of psychology: The Logic of Definition William Leslie Davidson,
1885
  a single sentence definition of psychology: Intelligent Tutoring Systems Hugh Burns,
Carol A. Luckhardt, James W. Parlett, Carol L. Redfield, 2014-01-14 This is a collection of essays on
issues related to the evolutionary design and the practical future of intelligent tutoring systems.
Following in the tradition of Foundations of Intelligent Tutoring Systems and Intelligent Tutoring
Systems: Lessons Learned, this volume examines some of the visions and near-term issues that have
been further explored and better defined since those groundbreaking books first appeared.
Questions addressed in this volume include: *How can knowledge bases generate explanations?
*Will case-based reasoning techniques be worth pursuing in the ITS framework? *Will high
performance skills be successfully taught in an ITS design? *Are there dimensions of ITS design
which the research laboratories are ignoring, and ignoring at the customer's peril? Of particular



importance to those engaged in research and development, this book will be of value to all who wish
to apprise themselves of the advances being made in the rapidly evolving field of intelligent tutoring
systems.
  a single sentence definition of psychology: Real World Psychology Catherine A. Sanderson,
Karen R. Huffman, 2019-12-24 Real World Psychology balances comprehensive coverage of the key
concepts in introductory psychology with a concise presentation style and engages students with
current and interesting research that explores these concepts in real-life contexts. Real World
Psychology features the incomparable author team of Karen Huffman (Palomar College) and
Catherine Sanderson (Amherst College) who create an outstanding text that is appealing to students
and instructors at a wide range of academic institutions. The new edition has been thoroughly
updated and features a new focus on Scientific Thinking and Practical Applications underscoring the
fact that connecting the principles of psychological science to everyday life is critical to student
engagement, and ultimately key to their success – not only in the introductory psychology course,
but in whatever their chosen field of study and in everyday life. Students will leave the course with
an appreciation of how a basic, yet scientific understanding of human behavior can benefit them in
their studies, in their personal lives, and in their professional endeavors.
  a single sentence definition of psychology: Meaning and Use A. Margalit, 2007-11-14 The
second Jerusalem Philosophical Encounter was held in Jerusalem on April 25-28, 1976. The
symposium was originally planned to celebrate the 60th birthday of Y ehoshua Bar-Hillel,
philosopher and friend. But his sudden death intervened, and turned celebration into
commemoration. The topic of the symposiumwas Meaning and Use. For Bar-Hillel, the question
'meaning or use?' was of great importance, one which he took as a question of priorities. Which
approach to natural language is prior: the formal, semantical approach, which accords a central
position to the truth functional concept of meaning and to the theory of reference, or rather the
alternative approach which accords the central position to linguistic commu nication and prefers
dealing with speech acts to dealing with Statements? Bar Hillel's answer to this question, in his later
years, can be summed up by our title, meaning and use: neither approach deserves priority, each is
equally necessary, and they both complement each other. Those familiar with Bar Hillel's
uncompromising intellectual honesty would know that this answer does not reflect a superficial wish
for domestic peace, but stems rather from deep and informed convictions. The issues of meaning and
use dominated Bar-Hillel's intellectuallife. At the same time his day-to-day existence was guided by
the idea that the meaning of life is to be found in being useful, particularly in being useful to the
community of seekers of knowledge.
  a single sentence definition of psychology: Readings in Cognitive Science Allan Collins,
Edward E. Smith, 2013-10-02 Readings in Cognitive Science: A Perspective from Psychology and
Artificial Intelligence brings together important studies that fall in the intersection between artificial
intelligence and cognitive psychology. This book is composed of six chapters, and begins with the
complex anatomy and physiology of the human brain. The next chapters deal with the components of
cognitive science, such as the semantic memory, similarity and analogy, and learning. These
chapters also consider the application of mental models, which represent the domain-specific
knowledge needed to understand a dynamic system or natural physical phenomena. The remaining
chapters discuss the concept of reasoning, problem solving, planning, vision, and imagery. This book
is of value to psychologists, psychiatrists, neurologists, and researchers who are interested in
cognition.
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