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Abstract: This article explores the concept of "a shot at history," examining
how individuals, through their actions, choices, and contributions, can leave
a lasting mark on the historical record. We move beyond the traditional
narrative of history as solely the domain of powerful figures and
institutions, delving into the myriad ways ordinary people shape the course
of events and create legacies that resonate across generations. The article
analyzes various examples, from activism and social movements to scientific
breakthroughs and artistic innovations, demonstrating how "a shot at history"
can be achieved through diverse means. It further discusses the challenges of
achieving historical significance and the importance of contextual
understanding in evaluating the impact of individual actions.

1. The Illusion of Inevitability: Understanding
Individual Agency in History

The conventional narrative of history often presents a deterministic view,
suggesting that events unfold according to an inevitable trajectory. However,
a closer examination reveals the crucial role of individual agency in shaping



historical outcomes. "A shot at history" acknowledges this agency,
highlighting how seemingly small actions, taken at critical junctures, can
have far-reaching consequences. This isn't about rewriting history to elevate
individuals; instead, it's about recognizing the complex interplay between
individual choices and broader historical forces. Consider the impact of a
single whistleblower exposing corruption, or an artist whose work challenges
societal norms — these individuals, through their actions, took "a shot at
history" and altered the course of events.

2. Defining "A Shot at History": Multiple Pathways
to Significance

Achieving "a shot at history" doesn't require world-altering events. It’s
about making a meaningful contribution within one's context and sphere of
influence. This can manifest in various ways:

Activism and Social Movements: Participating in movements for social justice,
environmental protection, or civil rights offers a powerful avenue for
shaping history. Even seemingly small acts of resistance can, collectively,
generate significant change.

Scientific Breakthroughs and Technological Innovations: Scientific
discoveries and technological advancements fundamentally alter the course of
human history. While often collaborative, individual contributions are
crucial to these developments.

Artistic and Cultural Contributions: Art, literature, music, and other forms
of cultural expression can shape perceptions, challenge norms, and inspire
social movements. The influence of artistic masterpieces transcends
generations.

Political Leadership and Policy-Making: While often associated with power,
even seemingly minor political decisions can have unforeseen consequences,
influencing future trajectories.

Everyday Acts of Courage and Kindness: While not always immediately
recognized, acts of compassion, resilience, and resistance in the face of
adversity can inspire future generations and leave an indelible mark. These
acts contribute to the collective narrative of human perseverance.

3. The Challenges of Achieving Historical
Significance: Context and Legacy

While anyone can take "a shot at history," achieving lasting recognition
presents significant challenges. The historical record is selective,
influenced by biases, power dynamics, and prevailing narratives. Many
contributions remain unnoticed, and even significant achievements can be
forgotten or misrepresented over time. The context in which actions occur is
crucial: an act of bravery in a repressive regime holds a different
significance than a similar act in a more democratic society. Further, the
concept of legacy requires time for evaluation and interpretation. What
constitutes a lasting legacy remains debatable.



4. Navigating the Narrative: Preserving and Sharing
Your Contribution to History

Actively engaging with the creation and preservation of historical narratives
is vital. This involves documenting one's experiences, preserving personal
archives, and participating in public history initiatives. Sharing one's
story can illuminate the human experience, inspire others, and contribute to
a more nuanced and inclusive understanding of the past. Utilizing social
media platforms and other digital tools can further extend the reach and
impact of one's "shot at history."

5. The Ethical Considerations of Shaping History

The pursuit of "a shot at history" should be guided by ethical principles.
This includes a commitment to truth, accuracy, and social responsibility. The
manipulation of historical narratives, the appropriation of others'
contributions, and the promotion of harmful ideologies contradict the spirit
of contributing meaningfully to the historical record.

6. A Shot at History: A Call to Action

"A shot at history" isn't a passive aspiration; it's an active call to
engagement. It's a challenge to actively participate in shaping the world
around us and leaving a lasting legacy. By understanding the interplay
between individual agency and broader historical forces, we can make informed
choices that contribute meaningfully to the historical record.

Conclusion: The concept of "a shot at history" emphasizes the remarkable
potential of individuals to shape the course of events, regardless of their
position or circumstance. By recognizing the various avenues for leaving a
lasting impact and engaging ethically with the creation of historical
narratives, we can all contribute to a richer, more comprehensive, and more
inclusive understanding of the past and the future. Taking "a shot at
history" is not just about personal ambition; it’s about contributing to the
ongoing story of humanity.

FAQs:

1. What makes an action historically significant? Significance is
determined by its long-term impact, its influence on subsequent events,
and its resonance within societal narratives.



. Can everyday actions contribute to history? Absolutely. Collective
action, even small acts of resistance or kindness, can cumulatively
shape historical trends and leave a mark.

. How can I ensure my contribution to history is remembered? Document your
work, engage in public history initiatives, and share your story through
various media.

. Is it ethical to try to make a name for oneself in history? The ethical
imperative lies in the intent and nature of the actions. Seeking
recognition through unethical means contradicts the principles of
historical integrity.

. What if my contributions are overlooked? The historical record is often
incomplete. Focus on the positive impact of your actions, and remember
that even unrecognized contributions can have lasting effects.

. How does technology impact "a shot at history"? Digital platforms offer
new avenues for documenting and sharing historical contributions, making
it easier for individuals to participate in shaping the narrative.

. What role does storytelling play in "a shot at history"? Narratives help
contextualize events and make historical figures and actions relatable,
rendering them more memorable.

. Can negative actions contribute to history? Yes, even negative actions,
such as acts of oppression or violence, become part of the historical
record, serving as cautionary tales and illustrating the complexities of
the human experience.

. How can I learn more about my own historical context? Engage with
primary sources, explore local archives and museums, and connect with
community historians.



Related Articles:

1. The Power of the Individual in Social Movements: This article explores
how individual actions within social movements create widespread change.

2. Unsung Heroes of History: This article highlights lesser-known
individuals whose contributions significantly impacted historical
events.

3. The Role of Art in Shaping Social Consciousness: This article analyzes
the power of art to challenge societal norms and inspire social change.

4. Documenting Your Life for Future Generations: This article provides
practical advice on how to preserve personal archives and ensure
historical accuracy.

5. Public History and the Preservation of Memory: This article examines the
role of public history in shaping the collective memory and
understanding of the past.

6. The Ethics of Historical Narrative: This article explores the ethical
considerations in representing the past, including bias and
representation.

7. The Impact of Technology on Historical Preservation: This article
examines the use of digital technologies for archiving and accessing
historical information.

8. The Psychology of Legacy and the Pursuit of Significance: This article
delves into the psychological motivations behind striving for historical
recognition.

9. The Importance of Context in Understanding Historical Events: This
article emphasizes the significance of context in evaluating the impact
of individual actions and events.

a shot at history: A Shot at History ABHINAV BINDRA. ROHIT BRIJNATH, 2017-07-19 Abhinav
Bindra's journey to become the first Indian to win an individual Olympic gold is an example of a
single-minded quest for perfection. Shattered by his failure at the 2004 Athens Olympics, he
changed as a shooter: he became an athlete bent on redemp

a shot at history: A Shot At History Rohit Brijnath, 2011-10-11 Abhinav Bindra once shot 100
out of 100 in practice six times in a row and walked out of the range unhappy. He is a perfectionist
who once soled his shoes with rubber from Ferrari tyres because he thought it would help. He would
wake up at 3 am to practise at his range at home if an idea suddenly struck him. It is from such



obsession that greatness arrives. Abhinav Bindra's journey to become the first Indian to win an
individual Olympic gold, and the first Indian to win a World Championship gold, is a story of
single-minded passion. The Olympics has been an all-consuming journey for him ever since he was
shattering beer bottles and glass ampoules in his garden in Chandigarh. No obstacle was too hard to
overcome, no amount of practice too much, no experiment too futile and no defeat so severe that it
made a comeback impossible. Shattered by his failure at the 2004 Athens Olympics when a gold
medal seemed imminent, he changed as a shooter: from a boy who loved shooting, he became an
athlete bent on redemption, a scientist who would try anything - from mapping his own brain to
drinking yak milk to climbing rock walls - to win at the Beijing Olympics in 2008. His victory was not
just a personal triumph, it was a gift to his nation, a breaking down of a sporting barrier that had
stood for a century. Bindra's feat has taught his peers, and those yet to come, that an Olympic gold
isn't an impossible dream. In ranges, on fields, in arenas, Indian athletes now own a new belief, they
wear the knowledge that no challenge is beyond them. Helping to tell this remarkable story is
sportswriter Rohit Brijnath, who collaborated with Bindra in producing this compelling autobigraphy
of one of India's greatest sportsmen.

a shot at history: A Little History of the World E. H. Gombrich, 2014-10-01 E. H. Gombrich's
Little History of the World, though written in 1935, has become one of the treasures of historical
writing since its first publication in English in 2005. The Yale edition alone has now sold over half a
million copies, and the book is available worldwide in almost thirty languages. Gombrich was of
course the best-known art historian of his time, and his text suggests illustrations on every page.
This illustrated edition of the Little History brings together the pellucid humanity of his narrative
with the images that may well have been in his mind's eye as he wrote the book. The two hundred
illustrations—most of them in full color—are not simple embellishments, though they are beautiful.
They emerge from the text, enrich the author's intention, and deepen the pleasure of reading this
remarkable work. For this edition the text is reset in a spacious format, flowing around illustrations
that range from paintings to line drawings, emblems, motifs, and symbols. The book incorporates
freshly drawn maps, a revised preface, and a new index. Blending high-grade design, fine paper, and
classic binding, this is both a sumptuous gift book and an enhanced edition of a timeless account of
human history.

a shot at history: The Woman Who Shot Mussolini Frances Stonor Saunders, 2010-05-06 A
gripping account of the life and fate of the woman who almost assassinated Benito Mussolini. 7 April
1926: on the steps of the Capitol in Rome, surrounded by chanting Fascists, The Honourable Violet
Gibson raises her old revolver and fires at the Italian head of state, Benito Mussolini - the darling of
Europe's ruling class. The bullet narrowly misses the dictator's bald head, hitting him in the nose. Of
all his would-be assassins, she came closest to changing the course of history. What brought her to
this moment? The daughter of an Anglo-Irish lord, she had once consorted with royalty and the
peerage. Yet terrible unhappiness lurked beneath that glittering surface. She loved Italy and when
Mussolini's thugs took it into the moral cesspit of Fascism, she felt she had to act. She paid for it for
the rest of her life, confined to a lunatic asylum, like other difficult women of her class. Frances
Stonor Saunders' moving and compulsively readable book rescues this gentle, driven woman from a
silent void and restores her dignity and purpose.

a shot at history: A Shot in History Ramsey Orta, 2022-01-05

a shot at history: A Shot in the Moonlight Ben Montgomery, 2021-01-26 The sensational true
story of George Dinning, a freed slave, who in 1899 joined forces with a Confederate war hero in
search of justice in the Jim Crow south. “Taut and tense. Inspiring and terrifying in its
timelessness.”(Colson Whitehead, Pulitzer Prize-winning author of The Underground Railroad )
Named a most anticipated book of 2021 by O, The Oprah Magazine Named a must-read by the
Chicago Review of Books One of CNN's most anticipated books of 2021 After moonrise on the cold
night of January 21, 1897, a mob of twenty-five white men gathered in a patch of woods near Big
Road in southwestern Simpson County, Kentucky. Half carried rifles and shotguns, and a few tucked
pistols in their pants. Their target was George Dinning, a freed slave who'd farmed peacefully in the



area for 14 years, and who had been wrongfully accused of stealing livestock from a neighboring
farm. When the mob began firing through the doors and windows of Dinning's home, he fired back in
self-defense, shooting and killing the son of a wealthy Kentucky family. So began one of the
strangest legal episodes in American history — one that ended with Dinning becoming the first Black
man in America to win damages after a wrongful murder conviction. Drawing on a wealth of
never-before-published material, bestselling author and Pulitzer Prize finalist Ben Montgomery
resurrects this dramatic but largely forgotten story, and the unusual convergence of characters —
among them a Confederate war hero-turned-lawyer named Bennett H. Young, Kentucky governor
William O'Connell Bradley, and George Dinning himself — that allowed this unlikely story of justice
to unfold in a time and place where justice was all too rare.

a shot at history: Shot in the Heart Mikal Gilmore, 2009-09-23 NATIONAL BOOK CRITICS
CIRCLE AWARD WINNER ¢ A murder tale from inside the house where murder is born. Haunting,
harrowing, and profoundly affecting, Shot in the Heart exposes and explores a dark vein of American
life that most of us would rather ignore. It is a book that will leave no reader unchanged. Gary
Gilmore, the infamous murderer immortalized by Norman Mailer in The Executioner's Song,
campaigned for his own death and was executed by firing squad in 1977. Writer Mikal Gilmore is his
younger brother. In Shot in the Heart, he tells the stunning story of their wildly dysfunctional family:
their mother, a black sheep daughter of unforgiving Mormon farmers; their father, a drunk, thief,
and con man. It was a family destroyed by a multigenerational history of child abuse, alcoholism,
crime, adultery, and murder. Mikal, burdened with the guilt of being his father's favorite and the
shame of being Gary's brother, gracefully and painfully relates his story from inside the house where
murder is born... a house that, in some ways, [he has] never been able to leave. Shot in the Heart is
the history of an American family inextricably tied up with violence, and the story of how the
children of this family committed murder and murdered themselves in payment for a long lineage of
ruin.

a shot at history: A Shot in the Arm! Don Brown, 2021-04-20 Award-winning author Don Brown
explores the history of vaccines from smallpox to COVID-19 in this installment of the Big Ideas That
Changed the World series A Shot in the Arm! explores the history of vaccinations and the struggle to
protect people from infectious diseases, from smallpox—perhaps humankind’s greatest affliction to
date—to the COVID-19 pandemic. Highlighting deadly diseases such as measles, polio, rabies,
cholera, and influenza, Brown tackles the science behind how our immune systems work, the
discovery of bacteria, the anti-vaccination movement, and major achievements from Lady Mary
Wortley Montagu, who popularized inoculation in England, and from scientists like Louis Pasteur,
Antonie van Leeuwenhoek, and Edward Jenner, the father of immunology. Timely and fascinating, A
Shot in the Arm! is a reminder of vaccines’ contributions to public health so far, as well as the
millions of lives they can still save. Big Ideas That Changed the World is a graphic novel series that
celebrates the hard-won succession of ideas that ultimately changed the world. Humor, drama, and
art unite to tell the story of events, discoveries, and ingenuity over time that led humans to come up
with a big idea and then make it come true.

a shot at history: The History Manifesto Jo Guldi, David Armitage, 2014-10-02 How should
historians speak truth to power - and why does it matter? Why is five hundred years better than five
months or five years as a planning horizon? And why is history - especially long-term history - so
essential to understanding the multiple pasts which gave rise to our conflicted present? The History
Manifesto is a call to arms to historians and everyone interested in the role of history in
contemporary society. Leading historians Jo Guldi and David Armitage identify a recent shift back to
longer-term narratives, following many decades of increasing specialisation, which they argue is
vital for the future of historical scholarship and how it is communicated. This provocative and
thoughtful book makes an important intervention in the debate about the role of history and the
humanities in a digital age. It will provoke discussion among policymakers, activists and
entrepreneurs as well as ordinary listeners, viewers, readers, students and teachers. This title is also
available as Open Access.



a shot at history: No Limits Michael Phelps, Alan Abrahamson, 2012-08-08 In No Limits,
Michael Phelps - perhaps the greatest Olympic competitor the world has ever seen - will show us the
secrets to his remarkable success, from training to execution. Behind his tally of Olympic gold
medals - more than any athlete throughout history - lies a consistent approach to competition, a
determination to win, mental preparation, and a straightforward passion for his sport. One of his
mottos is 'Performance is Reality', and it typifies his attitude about swimming. No Limits goes behind
the scenes to explore the hard work, sacrifice, and dedication that catapulted Phelps into the
international spotlight. Phelps will share remarkable anecdotes about family, his coach, his passion
for the sport, and the wisdom that he has gained from unexpected challenges and obstacles.
Highlighting memorable races and valuable lessons from throughout his career, Phelps offers candid
insight into the mind and experiences of a world champion. No Limits will inspire anyone to follow
their passion straight to the finish line.

a shot at history: The Herds Shot Round the World Rebecca J. H. Woods, 2017-10-10 As Britain
industrialized in the early nineteenth century, animal breeders faced the need to convert livestock
into products while maintaining the distinctive character of their breeds. Thus they transformed
cattle and sheep adapted to regional environments into bulky, quick-fattening beasts. Exploring the
environmental and economic ramifications of imperial expansion on colonial environments and
production practices, Rebecca J. H. Woods traces how global physiological and ecological diversity
eroded under the technological, economic, and cultural system that grew up around the production
of livestock by the British Empire. Attending to the relationship between type and place and what it
means to call a particular breed of livestock native, Woods highlights the inherent tension between
consumer expectations in the metropole and the ecological reality at the periphery. Based on
extensive archival work in the United Kingdom, New Zealand, and Australia, this study illuminates
the connections between the biological consequences and the politics of imperialism. In tracing both
the national origins and imperial expansion of British breeds, Woods uncovers the processes that
laid the foundation for our livestock industry today.

a shot at history: Steve Jobs Walter Isaacson, 2011 Based on more than 40 interviews with Jobs
conducted over two years--as well as interviews with more than 100 family members, friends,
adversaries, competitors, and colleagues--Isaacson has written a riveting story of the roller-coaster
life and searingly intense personality of a creative entrepreneur whose passion for perfection and
ferocious drive revolutionized six industries: personal computers, animated movies, music, phones,
tablet computing, and digital publishing.

a shot at history: The Brutish Museums Dan Hicks, 2020 Walk into any European museum
today and you will see the curated spoils of Empire. They sit behind plate glass: dignified, tastefully
lit. Accompanying pieces of card offer a name, date and place of origin. They do not mention that the
objectsare all stolen. Few artefacts embody this history of rapacious and extractive colonialism
better than the Benin Bronzes - a collection of thousands of brass plaques and carved ivory tusks
depicting the history of the Royal Court of the Obas of BeninCity, Nigeria. Pillaged during a British
naval attack in 1897, the loot was passed on to Queen Victoria, the British Museum and countless
private collections. The story of the Benin Bronzes sits at the heart of a heated debate about cultural
restitution, repatriation and the decolonisation of museums. In The Brutish Museums, Dan Hicks
makes a powerful case for the urgent return of such objects, as part of a wider project of addressing
the outstanding debt of colonialism.

a shot at history: Her Best Shot Laura Browder, 2009-09-15 The gun-toting woman holds
enormous symbolic significance in American culture. For over two centuries, women who pick up
guns have disrupted the popular association of guns and masculinity, spurring debates about
women's capabilities for violence as well as their capacity for full citizenship. In Her Best Shot,
Laura Browder examines the relationship between women and guns and the ways in which the
figure of the armed woman has served as a lightning rod for cultural issues. Utilizing
autobiographies, advertising, journalism, novels, and political tracts, among other sources, Browder
traces appearances of the armed woman across a chronological spectrum from the American




Revolution to the present and an ideological spectrum ranging from the Black Panthers to right-wing
militias. Among the colorful characters presented here are Deborah Sampson, who disguised herself
as a man to fight in the American Revolution; Pauline Cushman, who posed as a Confederate to spy
for Union forces during the Civil War; Wild West sure-shot Annie Oakley; African explorer Osa
Johnson; 1930s gangsters Ma Barker and Bonnie Parker; and Patty Hearst, the
hostage-turned-revolutionary-turned-victim. With her entertaining and provocative analysis, Browder
demonstrates that armed women both challenge and reinforce the easy equation that links guns,
manhood, and American identity.

a shot at history: Who Shot Rock and Roll Gail Buckland, 2009-10-20 More than two hundred
spectacular photographs, sensual, luminous, frenzied, true, from 1955 to the present, that catch and
define the energy, intoxication, rebellion, and magic of rock and roll; the first book to explore the
photographs and the photographers who captured rock’s message of freedom and personal
reinvention—and to examine the effect of their pictures on the musicians, the fans, and the culture
itself. The only music photographers whose names are well known are those who themselves have
become celebrities. But many of the images that have shaped our consciousness and desire were
made by photographers whose names are unfamiliar. Here are Elvis in 1956—not yet mythic but
beautiful, tender, vulnerable, sexy, photographed by Alfred Wertheimer . . . Bob Dylan and his
girlfriend on a snowy Greenwich Village street, by Don Hunstein . . . John Lennon in a sleeveless
New York City T-shirt, by Bob Gruen . . . Jimi Hendrix, by Gered Mankowitz, a photograph that
became a poster and was hung on the walls of millions of bedrooms and college dorms . . . For the
first time, the work of these talented men and women is brought into the pantheon; we see the
musicians they photographed and how the images gave rock and roll its visual identity. To bring
together these images, Gail Buckland, acclaimed photographic editor, curator, and scholar, looked
through the archives of one hundred photographers, selecting pictures not on the basis of the usual
suspects, but on the power of the images themselves, often picking an image a photographer didn’t
even remember he or she had taken. Buckland writes about the photographers, their influences,
their relationships with their subjects, how they took the images, how they saw what they saw and
captured what they captured: the spirit and essence of rock. A revelation of an art form whose iconic
images changed the world as we knew it.

a shot at history: A Shot in the Arm Yossi Sheffi, 2021-10-19 In A Shot in the Arm, MIT
Professor Yossi Sheffi recounts the extraordinary journey to deliver Covid-19 vaccines: from
scientific advancements to candidate vaccines and mass vaccination. It is a story of bold innovation,
risk-taking, and teamwork as scientists, engineers, supply chain experts, manufacturers, and
governments collaborated on the greatest product launch in history. The book also highlights the
breathtaking potential of revolutionary mRNA technology and the vital lessons for combating other
global challenges, including climate change.

a shot at history: Shot in the Tower Leonard Sellers, 2009 History.

a shot at history: On the Concept of History Walter Benjamin, 2016-08-21 On The Concept of
History is a politics & social sciences essay written by German philosopher and social science critic
Walter Benjamin. On The Concept of History is one of Walter Benjamin's best known, and most
controversial works. The politics & social sciences essay is composed of twenty numbered
paragraphs in which Benjamin uses poetic and scientific analogies to present a critique of
historicism. Walter Benjamin wrote the brief essay shortly before attempting to escape from Vichy
France, where French collaborationist government officials were handing over Jewish refugees like
Walter Benjamin to the Nazi Gestapo. Walter Benjamin completed On The Concept of History before
fleeing to Spain where he unfortunately committed suicide. Benjamin's work is often required
textbook reading in various subjects such as humanities, philosophy, and politics & social sciences.

a shot at history: Last Shot Jock Zonfrillo, 2021-07-28 A coming-of-age memoir of addiction,
ambition and redemption in the high-stakes world of Michelin star kitchens. From reckless drug
addict to one of Australia’s top chefs and television stars: MasterChef judge Jock Zonfrillo's powerful
life story will shock and inspire. Jock’s life spiralled out of control when he tried heroin for the first




time as a teenager while growing up in 1980s Glasgow. For years he balanced a career as a rising
star amongst legendary chefs with a crippling drug addiction that took him down many dark paths.
Fired from his job at a Michelin star restaurant in Chester, England, after a foul-mouthed rant, Jock
made his way to London looking for work and found himself in front of the legendary Marco Pierre
White. He credits White for saving his life, but Jock continued to struggle with addiction in a world
of excess, celebrity, and cut-throat ambition. On New Year’s Eve 1999, Jock shot up his last shot of
heroin before boarding a plane to Sydney, where he would find passion and new meaning in life in
the most unexpected places. There would be more struggles ahead, including two failed marriages,
the closure of his prized restaurant during COVID-19, his time on-country, and some very public
battles. This is the unforgettable story of an incredible life cut short too soon. Praise for Last Shot
'I've known Jock for 25 years. He is not only a great mate but an incredibly talented chef - in
Australia and around the world. Last Shot really shows how resilient Jock is and how far he has come
in his personal and professional life. I'm inspired by how brave Jock has been for putting this
biography out there. I couldn’t put it down. Loved it!" Matt Moran ‘Zonfrillo climbed his way to the
top of the gastronomic ladder only to abdicate his position. He still inspires chefs worldwide.” Marco
Pierre White ‘An amazingly candid story of a prolific but complicated chef who made it back from
the brink despite the obstacles, surely one of the best comeback stories there is!” Gordon Ramsay
‘Tock absolutely lives and breathes his passion for food, which began in childhood. And between the
incredible ups and downs of his life that we read about in Last Shot, what really comes through for
me is his search for knowledge of Indigenous foods - I so admire how the depth of his learning
combined with his amazing skill and creativity has allowed him to celebrate the uniqueness of the
cultures he has embraced.” Maggie Beer AO

a shot at history: Never a Shot in Anger Barney Oldfield, 2023-12-06 First published in 1956,
Never a Shot in Anger is Colonel Barney Oldfield's thesis that World War II was the high-water mark
of what he believes is a rapidly vanishing profession-that of the war correspondent. As a public
relations officer who knew most of the correspondents to cover World War II, he treats them from a
new point of view and sees most of them in less heroic, but more humorous, proportion than they
have seen themselves. A complete roster of the more than 1,800 U.S. accredited war correspondents
is included in his book. Never a Shot in Anger is full of unusual incidents, none more comforting to
the author than the one which discloses how he made good on a wild prophecy. Barney reported in
1942 to Lieutenant Colonel James M. Gavin, regimental commander of the 505th Parachute Infantry.
Gavin saw no use for Barney's crazy-quilt background of press and publicity, saying, The 505th is
going to fight and doesn't need a press agent. Barney jested that Gavin might be the one to lead the
boys home in victory someday, and you'll need one then. Gavin waved him off, but on January 12,
1946, Major General James M. Gavin did march ahead of the 82nd Airborne Division up Fifth Avenue
in New York representing all the troops of all services who fought in World War II. And making many
of the press, radio, photographic, and newsreel arrangements ahead of that march was Lieutenant
Colonel Barney Oldfield-just as he had predicted. From early maneuvers in Tennessee and Louisiana
all the way through to the Victory March on Fifth Avenue, Barney Oldfield was in the thick of the
melee, the man in the middle, the military public relations officer who tried to satisfy the insatiable
appetite of the press while staying within the bounds of military security. Both sides gave him a
rough ride most of the way-from Grosvenor Square to the rubble of Berlin. Famous names are
included in these pages-by-liners of the great newspapers and magazines, radio commentators,
columnists, photographers, and the top generals of the European Theater: Eisenhower, Patton,
Bradley, Montgomery, Parks, Simpson, Gavin. Their personalities, foibles, orders, clashes with the
press, achievements provide much of the material for the book. If Barney Oldfield's problems were
many, they were also funny at times. He talked a bunch of news-hawks into becoming paratroopers.
He played St. Nicholas to a group of Dutch orphans when the Battle of the Bulge was breaking a
short distance away. He lugged a typewriter 75 miles into German held territory to get the story of a
lieutenant with a 24-man platoon who had surrounded a German army of 20,000 men. He kept his
Ninth Army press camp so close behind the advancing troops that it was first over the Rhine...but



these are just a few of the intimate and entertaining tales Barney describes in Never a Shot in
Anger.

a shot at history: I Shot a Man in Reno Graeme Thomson, 2008-08-15 Uses interviews with
such notables as Paul McCartney, Mick Jagger, Ice T, and Richard Thompson to explore the
celebration of death and destruction through popular music and includes a list of the forty greatest
death records of all time.

a shot at history: Rise and Kill First Ronen Bergman, 2018-07-26 AN ECONOMIST BOOK OF
THE YEAR 'A gripping investigation of Israel's assassination policy' Sunday Times 'Remarkable’
Observer 'Riveting' Daily Mail 'Compelling' John le Carré Winner of 2018 National Jewish Book
Award Rise and Kill First is the definitive book to read on Israel's military history. From the very
beginning of its statehood in 1948, the instinct to take every measure to defend the Jewish people
has been hardwired into Israel's DNA. This is the riveting inside account of the targeted
assassinations that have been used countless times, on enemies large and small, sometimes in
response to attacks against the Israeli people and sometimes pre-emptively. Rise and Kill First
counts their successes, failures and the moral and political price exacted on those who carried out
the missions which have shaped the Israeli nation, the Middle East and the entire world. 'Exciting,
sometimes moving and always considered . . . a stunning feat of research and a riveting read'
Dominic Sandbrook, Sunday Times

a shot at history: Who Shot Sports Gail Buckland, 2016-07-05 From the creator/editor of Who
Shot Rock & Roll (“I loved this book” —Dwight Garner, The New York Times. “Whatever Gail
Buckland writes, I want to read”), a book that brings together the work of 165 extraordinary
photographers, most of their images heralded, most of their names unknown; photographs that
capture the essence of athletes’ mastery of mind/body/soul against the odds, doing the impossible,
seeming to defy the laws of gravity, the laws of physics, and showing what human will, discipline,
drive, and desire look like when suspended in time. The first book to show the range, cultural
importance, and aesthetics of sports photography, much of it legendary, all of it powerful. Here, in
more than 280 spectacular images—more than 130 in full color—are great action photographs;
portraits of athletes, famous and unknown; athletes off the field and behind the scenes; athletes
practicing, working out, the daily relentless effort of training and achieving physical perfection.
Buckland writes that sports photographers have always been central to the technical advancement
of photography, that they have designed longer lenses, faster shutters, motor drives, underwater
casings, and remote controls, allowing us to see what we could never see—and hold on to—with the
naked eye. Here are photographs by such masters as Henri Cartier-Bresson, Robert Capa, Danny
Lyon, Walker Evans, Annie Leibovitz, and 160 more, names not necessarily known to the public but
whose photographic work is considered iconic . . . Here are photographs of Willie Mays . . . Carl
Lewis . .. lan Botham . .. Kobe Bryant . . . Magic Johnson . . . Muhammad Ali . . . Serena Williams . .
. Bobby Orr . . . Stirling Moss . . . Jesse Owens . . . Mark Spitz . . . Roger Federer . . . Jackie
Robinson. Here is the work of the great sports photographers Neil Leifer, Walter looss ]Jr., Bob
Martin, Al Bello, Robert Riger, and Heinz Kleutmeier of Sports Illustrated, who was the first to put a
camera at the bottom of an Olympic swimming pool and photograph swimmers from below . . . Here
are pictures by Charles Hoff, the New York Daily News photographer of the 1930s, 1940s, and
1950s, whose images of the 1936 Berlin Olympics still inspire shock and awe . . . and those of Ernst
Haas, whose innovative color pictures of bullfighting of the 1950s remain poetic evocations of a
bloody sport . . . To make the selections for Who Shot Sports, Buckland, a former curator of the
Royal Photographic Society of Great Britain and Benjamin Menschel Distinguished Visiting Professor
at Cooper Union, has drawn upon the work of more than fifty archives, from the Museum of Fine
Arts, Houston, to Sports Illustrated, Condé Nast, Getty Images, the National Baseball Hall of Fame,
L’Equipe, The New York Times, and the archives of the International Olympic Committee in
Lausanne. Here are classic and unknown sports images that capture the uncapturable, that allow us
to experience “kinetic beauty,” and that give us the essence and meaning—the transcendent
power—of sports.




a shot at history: Stamped from the Beginning Ibram X. Kendi, 2017-07-06 Stamped from
the Beginning is a redefining history of anti-Black racist ideas that dramatically changes our
understanding of the causes and extent of racist thinking itself. ** Winner of the US National Book
Award** Its deeply researched and fast-moving narrative chronicles the journey of racist ideas from
fifteenth-century Europe to present-day America through the lives of five major intellectuals -
Puritan minister Cotton Mather, President Thomas Jefferson, fiery abolitionist William Lloyd
Garrison, brilliant scholar W.E.B. Du Bois, and legendary anti-prison activist Angela Davis - showing
how these ideas were developed, disseminated and eventually enshrined in American society.
Contrary to popular conception, it reveals that racist ideas did not arise from ignorance or hatred.
Instead, they were devised and honed by some of the most brilliant minds of each era, including
anti-slavery and pro-civil rights advocates, who used their gifts and intelligence wittingly or
otherwise to rationalize and justify existing racial disparities in everything from wealth to health.
Seen in this piercing new light, racist ideas are shown to be the result, not the cause, of inequalities
that stretch back over centuries, brought about ultimately through economic, political and cultural
self-interest. Stamped from the Beginning offers compelling new answers to some of the most
troubling questions of our time. In forcing us to reconsider our most basic assumptions about racism
and also about ourselves, it leads us to a true understanding on which to build a real foundation for
change. *INCLUDED IN BARACK OBAMA'S BLACK HISTORY MONTH READING LIST**

a shot at history: The Darker Nations Vijay Prashad, Allard K. Lowenstein, 2010-07-09 A
landmark study that offers an alternative history of the Cold War from the point of view of the
world's poor. Here, from a brilliant young writer, is a paradigm-shifting history of both a utopian
concept and global movement - the idea of the Thi...

a shot at history: Mind Master Viswanathan Anand, Susan Ninan, 2022-07-15 'Doing
everything admirably well matters very little if you can't finish the job.' Few people know better than
Viswanathan Anand how to think strategically at lightning speed and work under immense pressure
to overcome the toughest odds. From the time he learnt to move pieces on a chessboard as a
six-year-old, Vishy - as Anand is fondly called - has racked up innumerable accolades. With five
World Championship titles, he is a peerless ambassador of chess, and his is one of the most revered
names in the sport. In Mind Master, Vishy looks back on a lifetime of games played, opponents
tackled and circumstances overcome, and draws from its depths significant tools that will help every
reader navigate life's challenges: What role do tactics and strategy play in the preparation for
achieving a goal? How can emotions be harnessed to your advantage in tricky situations? What do
you need to do to stay relevant in the face of rapidly changing realities? Is unlearning really the only
way to learn? These are just some of the nuggets Vishy touches upon with characteristic wit, easy
wisdom and disarming candour in this expanded edition of his critically acclaimed memoir, a
delightful and invaluable exploration into the self that will thrill, inspire and motivate readers as few
books have done before.

a shot at history: Shot in Alabama Frances Osborn Robb, 2016 A sumptuously illustrated
history of photography as practiced in the state from 1839 to 1941 offering a unique account of the
birth and development of a significant documentary and artistic medium

a shot at history: When Workers Shot Back: Class Conflict from 1877 to 1921 Robert Ovetz,
2018-08-07 The United States looks today much like it did in the late 19th to early 20th century.
Open class conflict is disappearing, strikes are becoming rare, unions are declining, corporate power
is growing, and work is insecure and contingent. When Workers Shot Back: Class Conflict from 1877
to 1921 explores one of the most tumultuous times in United States history. Self-organised workers
recomposed their power by devising new strategies and tactics to disrupt the capitalist economy and
extract concessions. Mine, railroad, steel, and iron workers pursued a strategy of tension that
sometimes erupted into militant class conflict and general strikes in which workers took over and
ran a number of cities. Turning common wisdom on its head, When Workers Shot Back argues that
the escalation of working class conflict drives rather than reacts to the consolidation and
reorganisation of capital and economic and political reform of the state. Studying the class



composition of this period illustrates why workers escalated the intensity of their tactics, even using
tactical violence, to extract concessions and reforms when all other efforts to do so were blocked,
coopted or repressed.

a shot at history: A Shot in the Dark Victoria Lee, 2023-09-05 A passionate and powerful
romance featuring a transgender man and an ex-Orthodox woman who find each other through their
devotion to art, and fall in love despite all odds, from bestselling author Victoria Lee “A sensual love
story about art and passion . . . emotional and heart-aching.”—Ashley Poston, New York Times
bestselling author of The Dead Romantics Elisheva Cohen has just returned to New York after
almost a decade away. The wounds of her past haven’t fully healed, but four years of sobriety and a
scholarship to study photography with art legend Wyatt Cole are signs of good things to come, right?
They could be, as long as Ely resists self-sabotage. She’s lucky enough to hit it off with a handsome
himbo her first night out in the city. But the morning after their mind-blowing hookup, reality comes
knocking. When Wyatt Cole walks into the classroom, Ely realizes the man she just spent the night
with, the man whose name she couldn’t hear over the loud club music, is her teacher. Everyone in
the art world is obsessed with Wyatt Cole. He’s immensely talented and his notoriously reclusive
personal life makes him even more compelling. But behind closed doors, Wyatt’s past is a painful
memory. After coming out as transgender, Wyatt was dishonorably discharged from the military and
disowned by his family. Since these traumatic experiences, Wyatt has worked hard for his sobriety
and his flourishing art career. He can’t risk it all for Ely, no matter how attracted to her he is or how
bad he feels about insisting she drop his class in exchange for a strictly professional mentorship.
Wyatt can help with her capstone photography project, but he cannot, under any circumstances, fall
in love with her in the process. Through the lens of her camera, Ely must confront the reason she left
New York in the first place: the Orthodox community that raised her, then shunned her because of
her substance abuse. Along the way, Wyatt’s walls begin to break down, and each artist fights for
what’s right in front of them—a person who sees them for all that they are and a love that could
mean more than they ever imagined possible.

a shot at history: Shot All to Hell Mark Lee Gardner, 2013-07-23 Shot All to Hell by Mark Lee
Gardner recounts the thrilling life of Jesse James, Frank James, the Younger brothers, and the most
famous bank robbery of all time. Follow the Wild West’s most celebrated gang of outlaws as they
step inside Northfield’s First National Bank and back out on the streets to square off with heroic
citizens who risked their lives to defend justice in Minnesota. With compelling details that chronicle
the two-week chase that followed—the near misses, the fateful mistakes, and the bloody final
shootout on the Watonwan River, Shot All to Hell is a galloping true tale of frontier justice from the
author of To Hell on a Fast Horse: The Untold Story of Billy the Kid and Pat Garrett, Mark Lee
Gardner.

a shot at history: American Sniper Chris Kyle, Scott McEwen, Jim DeFelice, 2012-01-03 The
#1 New York Times bestselling memoir of U.S. Navy Seal Chris Kyle, and the source for Clint
Eastwood’s blockbuster, Academy-Award nominated movie. “An amazingly detailed account of
fighting in Iraq--a humanizing, brave story that’s extremely readable.” — PATRICIA CORNWELL,
New York Times Book Review Jaw-dropping...Undeniably riveting. —RICHARD ROEPER, Chicago
Sun-Times From 1999 to 2009, U.S. Navy SEAL Chris Kyle recorded the most career sniper Kkills in
United States military history. His fellow American warriors, whom he protected with deadly
precision from rooftops and stealth positions during the Iraq War, called him “The Legend”;
meanwhile, the enemy feared him so much they named him al-Shaitan (“the devil”) and placed a
bounty on his head. Kyle, who was tragically killed in 2013, writes honestly about the pain of
war—including the deaths of two close SEAL teammates—and in moving first-person passages
throughout, his wife, Taya, speaks openly about the strains of war on their family, as well as on
Chris. Gripping and unforgettable, Kyle’'s masterful account of his extraordinary battlefield
experiences ranks as one of the great war memoirs of all time.

a shot at history: Personal History Katharine Graham, 2018-03-29 As seen in the new movie
The Post, directed by Steven Spielberg and starring Meryl Streep, here is the captivating, inside



story of the woman who piloted the Washington Post during one of the most turbulent periods in the
history of American media. In this bestselling and widely acclaimed memoir, Katharine Graham, the
woman who piloted the Washington Post through the scandals of the Pentagon Papers and
Watergate, tells her story - one that is extraordinary both for the events it encompasses and for the
courage, candour and dignity of its telling. Here is the awkward child who grew up amid material
wealth and emotional isolation; the young bride who watched her brilliant, charismatic husband - a
confidant to John F. Kennedy and Lyndon Johnson - plunge into the mental illness that would
culminate in his suicide. And here is the widow who shook off her grief and insecurity to take on a
president and a pressman's union as she entered the profane boys' club of the newspaper business.
As timely now as ever, Personal History is an exemplary record of our history and of the woman who
played such a shaping role within them, discovering her own strength and sense of self as she
confronted - and mastered - the personal and professional crises of her fascinating life.

a shot at history: I Am Malala Malala Yousafzai, Christina Lamb, 2014-11-13 *Winner of the
2014 Nobel Peace Prize* In 2009 Malala Yousafzai began writing a blog on BBC Urdu about life in
the Swat Valley as the Taliban gained control, at times banning girls from attending school. When
her identity was discovered, Malala began to appear in both Pakistani and international media,
advocating the freedom to pursue education for all. In October 2012, gunmen boarded Malala's
school bus and shot her in the face, a bullet passing through her head and into her shoulder.
Remarkably, Malala survived the shooting. At a very young age, Malala Yousafzai has become a
worldwide symbol of courage and hope. Her shooting has sparked a wave of solidarity across
Pakistan, not to mention globally, for the right to education, freedom from terror and female
emancipation.

a shot at history: The Forgotten Olympic Art Competitions Richard Stanton, 2000 History of
the Olympic Art Competitions of the 20th Century including data tables and selected competitor
biographical sketches.

a shot at history: Jue 477 Martin Port, 2020-09 Revealed to the world in 1948, the Land-Rover
not only revived the Rover Company's fortunes in an austerity-riddled post-war period, but
galvanized its future, thanks to the model's almost immediate success. With the manufacture of an
initial 48 'pre-production' examples coming to a close, the first official production models were
assembled - starting with chassis 860001. As original factory records prove, this pivotal vehicle was
destined for His Royal Highness King George VI, but the decision was made to postpone the
presentation and instead, 'number one' was retained by the factory until 1950, when it was
registered JUE 477 before leaving Rover Company ownership. After decades left out in the cold and
exposed to the elements, 860001 had certainly seen better days, but thanks to the determination of
Sir Jim Ratcliffe, founder and Chairman of INEOS, the future of JUE 477 was secured in 2017. Over
the next two years, a dedicated team of experts, led by chief restorer, Julian Shoolheifer set about
restoring the vehicle while retaining as much of its original DNA as was physically, and safely,
possible and making sure that this remarkable vehicle's history and past life was still worn with
pride.

a shot at history: A Shot to Save the World Gregory Zuckerman, 2021-10-26 An inspiring and
informative page-turner. -Walter Isaacson Longlisted for the FT/McKinsey Business Book of the Year
Award The authoritative account of the race to produce the vaccines that are saving us all, from the
#1 New York Times bestselling author of The Man Who Solved the Market Few were ready when a
mysterious respiratory illness emerged in Wuhan, China in January 2020. Politicians, government
officials, business leaders, and public-health professionals were unprepared for the most devastating
pandemic in a century. Many of the world’s biggest drug and vaccine makers were slow to react or
couldn’t muster an effective response. It was up to a small group of unlikely and untested scientists
and executives to save civilization. A French businessman dismissed by many as a fabulist. A Turkish
immigrant with little virus experience. A quirky Midwesterner obsessed with insect cells. A Boston
scientist employing questionable techniques. A British scientist despised by his peers. Far from the
limelight, each had spent years developing innovative vaccine approaches. Their work was met with




skepticism and scorn. By 2020, these individuals had little proof of progress. Yet they and their
colleagues wanted to be the ones to stop the virus holding the world hostage. They scrambled to
turn their life’s work into life-saving vaccines in a matter of months, each gunning to make the big
breakthrough—and to beat each other for the glory that a vaccine guaranteed. A #1 New York Times
bestselling author and award-winning Wall Street Journal investigative journalist lauded for his
“bravura storytelling” (Gary Shteyngart) and “first-rate” reporting (The New York Times),
Zuckerman takes us inside the top-secret laboratories, corporate clashes, and high-stakes
government negotiations that led to effective shots. Deeply reported and endlessly gripping, this is a
dazzling, blow-by-blow chronicle of the most consequential scientific breakthrough of our time. It's a
story of courage, genius, and heroism. It’s also a tale of heated rivalries, unbridled ambitions,
crippling insecurities, and unexpected drama. A Shot to Save the World is the story of how science
saved the world.

a shot at history: Story of the Titanic DK, 2012-02-20 This is the tragic story of the Titanic, the
biggest and most luxurious ocean liner the world had ever seen, which sank on her maiden voyage in
April 1912. Beautiful, double-page illustrations with amazing cross-sections and cutaway details
explain the construction and mechanical details of this gigantic ship and reveal life onboard for
passengers and crew. Each new illustration reveals different aspects of life in the early 20th century,
and the text highlights hidden details for you to spot. As you follow the pictorial story of this
world-famous liner, you will discover how she was built and equipped, what kind of passengers and
crew she carried, and what facilities she offered onboard. You will also find out how she struck an
iceberg and met with disaster,why she sank so quickly, how many people were saved, and how many
lives were lost. You can compare the differences between the Titanic's passengers-from the
first-class millionaires to the third-class emigrants-and find out how they dressed, where they ate
and slept, and what they did to amuse themselves during the voyage. You can also take a closer look
at some of the passengers and crew,and follow their different fates from the exciting start of the
voyage to its tragic end.

a shot at history: The Day Kennedy Was Shot Jim Bishop, 2013-10-22 A minute-by-minute
narrative account of President John F. Kennedy’s assassination, The Day Kennedy Was Shot captures
the action, mystery, and drama that unfolded on November 22, 1963. Author Jim Bishop’s trademark
hour-by-hour suspenseful storytelling drives this account of an unforgettable day in American
history. His retelling tracks all of the major and minor characters—JFK, Lee Harvey Oswald, Jack
Ruby, Jackie, and more—illuminating a human drama that many readers believe they know well.

a shot at history: A Shot at Normal Marisa Reichardt, 2021-02-16 Marisa Reichardt's A Shot at
Normal is a powerful and timely novel about justice, agency, family, and taking your shot, even when
it seems impossible. Dr. Villapando told me to get a good attorney. He wasn't serious. But I am. I'm
going to sue my parents. Juniper Jade's parents are hippies. They didn’t attend the first Woodstock,
but they were there for the second one. The Jade family lives an all-organic homeschool lifestyle that
means no plastics, no cell phones, and no vaccines. It isn’t exactly normal, but it’s the only thing
Juniper has ever known. She doesn’t agree with her parents on everything, but she knows that to be
in this family, you've got to stick to the rules. That is, until the unthinkable happens. Juniper
contracts the measles and unknowingly passes the disease along, with tragic consequences. She is
shell-shocked. Juniper knows she is responsible and feels simultaneously helpless and furious at her
parents, and herself. Now, with the help of Nico, the boy who works at the library and loves movies
and may just be more than a friend, Juniper comes to a decision: she is going to get vaccinated. Her
parents refuse so Juniper arms herself with a lawyer and prepares for battle. But is waging war for
her autonomy worth losing her family? How much is Juniper willing to risk for a shot at normal?

a shot at history: I Am Alfonso Jones Tony Medina, 2017 For use in schools and libraries only.
Alfonso can't wait to play the role of Hamlet in his school's hip-hop rendition of the classic play. But
as he is buying his first suit, an off-duty police officer misatkes a clothes hanger for a gun and shoots
Alfoso. When Alfonso wakes up in the afterlife, he's on a ghost train guided by well-known victims of
police shootings, who teach him what he needs to know about this subterranean spiritual world.




Meanwhile, Alfonso's family and friends struggle with their grief and seek justice for Alfonso in the
streets.
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