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Author: While there isn't one definitive "A Short History of Russia," many reputable authors have
written concise yet insightful books on the subject. For the purpose of this overview, we will
consider the general approach and scholarship reflected in several well-regarded texts, drawing on
the expertise of authors like Richard Pipes (renowned Harvard historian specializing in Russian
history and author of numerous books, including Russia Under the Old Regime), Sheila Fitzpatrick
(leading expert on Soviet history and author of The Bolsheviks' Dilemma: Class, Culture, and the
Origins of the Soviet State), and Dominic Lieven (eminent historian known for his work on Russia
and Eurasia, such as Russia Against Napoleon: The Struggle for Europe, 1807-1812). Their collective
expertise spans centuries of Russian history, encompassing political, social, economic, and cultural
dimensions.

Introduction: Understanding Russia requires grappling with a vast and complex history. Navigating
the intricacies of this history can be daunting, but a short history of Russia offers a crucial
framework for comprehending the nation’s present. This overview will examine key periods and
turning points within “a short history of Russia,” drawing upon the perspectives and interpretations
offered by leading historians. We will trace the evolution of Russia from its early beginnings to its
current status as a major global power, analyzing the major themes and forces that shaped its
development.

H1: The Early Years: From Kievan Rus' to the Rise of Moscow

A short history of Russia typically begins with Kievan Rus', a medieval state encompassing present-
day Ukraine, Belarus, and parts of Russia. The adoption of Christianity in the 10th century
profoundly impacted its culture and political structure. The subsequent fragmentation of Kievan Rus'
led to the rise of several principalities, with Moscow eventually emerging as the dominant power.
The consolidation of power under the Muscovite princes laid the groundwork for the future Russian
Empire. This period is marked by territorial expansion, the development of a centralized state, and
the growing influence of the Orthodox Church.

H2: The Expansion of the Tsarist Empire

A short history of Russia would be incomplete without addressing the relentless expansion of the
Tsarist Empire. From Ivan the Terrible to Peter the Great and Catherine the Great, successive tsars
engaged in aggressive territorial acquisitions, extending Russian influence eastward into Siberia and
southward into the Black Sea region. Peter the Great's reforms modernized the army and
administration, pushing Russia onto the European stage. This period witnessed the development of a



strong autocratic system, characterized by centralized control and limited political participation.

H3: The 19th Century: Reform and Revolution

The 19th century saw a period of both reform and growing social unrest. Tsars like Alexander II
attempted to introduce reforms, including the emancipation of serfs, but these efforts were often
insufficient to address the underlying social and economic inequalities. The rise of intellectual and
political movements, such as the Decembrists and the populists, challenged the autocratic regime.
This period forms a critical backdrop to understanding the events that led to the revolutions of 1905
and 1917, crucial elements of any detailed “a short history of Russia.”

H4: The Russian Revolutions and the Soviet Era

A short history of Russia cannot overlook the cataclysmic events of 1917. The February Revolution
overthrew the Tsarist regime, while the October Revolution brought the Bolsheviks to power, led by
Vladimir Lenin. The establishment of the Soviet Union marked a radical transformation of Russian
society, with the implementation of a communist system, collectivization of agriculture, and
industrialization driven by five-year plans. Stalin's rule was characterized by brutal repression,
purges, and widespread famine. The Second World War (Great Patriotic War) significantly impacted
the Soviet Union, resulting in immense human cost and territorial losses. The post-war period saw
the Cold War, a protracted ideological and geopolitical struggle with the West. The eventual collapse
of the Soviet Union in 1991 marked the end of an era and the beginning of a new chapter in “a short
history of Russia.”

H5: Post-Soviet Russia and the 21st Century

The post-Soviet period has been marked by significant economic and political challenges. The
transition to a market economy was turbulent, characterized by economic instability and widespread
corruption. Vladimir Putin's rise to power in 2000 ushered in a period of greater political
centralization and assertive foreign policy. Russia's relationship with the West has been strained,
marked by conflicts like the annexation of Crimea and the ongoing war in Ukraine. This recent
history remains a subject of ongoing debate and interpretation in any contemporary “a short history
of Russia.”

Publisher: Many reputable publishers have contributed to the field of Russian history. Oxford
University Press, Cambridge University Press, Yale University Press, and Palgrave Macmillan are
among the prominent publishers who have produced numerous significant works related to “a short
history of Russia,” showcasing rigorous scholarship and academic excellence.

Editor: While no single editor can be attributed to "a short history of Russia" as a single entity, many
books on the topic have benefited from the editorial expertise of renowned historians and scholars in
the field. Their input ensures the accuracy, coherence, and accessibility of the historical narratives.

Summary: A short history of Russia presents a dynamic narrative spanning millennia. From the
Kievan Rus' to the modern Russian Federation, the country's journey has been shaped by territorial



expansion, the rise and fall of empires, revolution, and ideological conflict. This overview highlights
the key turning points, from the consolidation of power in Moscow to the rise and fall of the Soviet
Union and the challenges faced by post-Soviet Russia under Vladimir Putin. Different interpretations
and perspectives on key events and figures exist, underscoring the complexity of “a short history of
Russia” and the ongoing scholarly debate surrounding its interpretation.

Conclusion: Understanding "a short history of Russia" is crucial for comprehending the nation's
present-day complexities. The country's past profoundly shapes its current political landscape, its
foreign policy, and its relationship with the rest of the world. This overview has attempted to provide
a concise yet comprehensive overview, highlighting key themes and periods. Further research into
specific periods and events is highly recommended for a more in-depth understanding.

FAQs:

What were the key factors that contributed to the rise of Moscow as a dominant power in1.
Russia? A combination of strategic location, shrewd political maneuvering, and the
consolidation of surrounding territories under Muscovite rule contributed to Moscow's
dominance.

How did Peter the Great's reforms modernize Russia? Peter the Great's reforms modernized1.
the army, navy, administration, and introduced Western technologies and cultural practices.

What were the main causes of the Russian Revolutions of 1917? A combination of widespread1.
social and economic inequalities, autocratic rule, military defeats, and the rise of revolutionary
movements led to the revolutions.

What was the impact of Stalin's rule on Soviet society? Stalin's rule was characterized by1.
widespread repression, purges, forced collectivization, and immense human suffering.

What were the main consequences of the Cold War for Russia? The Cold War imposed1.
significant economic and social burdens on the Soviet Union, ultimately contributing to its
eventual collapse.

What are the main challenges facing post-Soviet Russia? Post-Soviet Russia faces economic1.
instability, corruption, political centralization, and strained relations with the West.



How has Russian culture evolved throughout history? Russian culture has been profoundly1.
influenced by its Orthodox Christian heritage, its interactions with the East and West, and its
unique historical experiences.

What is the significance of the annexation of Crimea in 2014? The annexation of Crimea1.
marked a significant escalation of tensions between Russia and the West, and it remains a
point of international controversy.

What is the role of the Orthodox Church in Russian history and society? The Orthodox Church1.
has played a significant role in shaping Russian culture, identity, and political life throughout
history.

Related Articles:

The Rise and Fall of the Romanovs: An examination of the Romanov dynasty, tracing its rise to1.
power, its key figures, and its eventual downfall in the 1917 revolutions.

The October Revolution: A Turning Point in History: A detailed analysis of the Bolshevik1.
seizure of power in 1917, its impact on Russia, and its global ramifications.

Stalin's Great Terror: Repression and Totalitarianism: An in-depth study of the political purges1.
and repressions carried out under Stalin's rule.

The Cold War and the Soviet Union: An overview of the Cold War, its origins, its key events,1.
and its ultimate impact on the Soviet Union.

The Collapse of the Soviet Union: Causes and Consequences: An exploration of the factors that1.
led to the disintegration of the Soviet Union and the subsequent emergence of independent
states.



Post-Soviet Russia: Economic Transformation and Political Challenges: An analysis of the1.
economic and political transformations in post-Soviet Russia.

Putin's Russia: Authoritarianism and Assertive Foreign Policy: An examination of Vladimir1.
Putin's rule, his domestic policies, and his foreign policy initiatives.

Russian Culture and Identity: An overview of the evolution of Russian culture, its traditions, its1.
influences, and its modern expressions.

Russia and the West: A History of Tensions and Cooperation: An exploration of the complex1.
relationship between Russia and the West, highlighting periods of cooperation and conflict.

  a short history of russia: A Short History of Russia Mary Platt Parmele, 1900-01-01
  a short history of russia: A Short History of Russia Mark Galeotti, 2021-01-28 'Fascinating...
One of the most astute political commentators on Putin and modern Russia' Financial Times 'An
amazing achievement' Peter Frankopan Can anyone truly understand Russia? Russia is a country
with no natural borders, no single ethos, no true central identity. At the crossroads of Europe and
Asia, it is everyone's 'other'. And yet it is one of the most powerful nations on earth, a master
game-player on the global stage with a rich history of war and peace, poets and revolutionaries. In
this essential whistle-stop tour of the world's most complex nation, Mark Galeotti takes us behind
the myths to the heart of the Russian story: from the formation of a nation to its early legends -
including Ivan the Terrible and Catherine the Great - to the rise and fall of the Romanovs, the
Russian Revolution, the Cold War, Chernobyl and the end of the Soviet Union - plus the rise of a
politician named Vladimir Putin, and the events leading to the Ukrainian war.
  a short history of russia: Russia Abraham Ascher, 2017-09-07 Distinguished Professor
Abraham Ascher offers an impressive blend of engaging narrative and fresh analysis in this
perennially popular introduction to Russia. Newly updated on the 100th anniversary of the Bolshevik
Revolution, Russia: A Short History begins with the origins of the first Slavic state, and continues to
the present-day tensions between Russia and its neighbours, the rise of Vladimir Putin, and the
increasingly complex relationship with the United States.
  a short history of russia: A Short History of the Russian Revolution Geoffrey Swain,
2017-01-30 In 1917 revolutionary fervour swept through Russia, ending centuries of imperial rule
and instigating political and social changes that would lead to the formation of the Soviet Union.
Arising out of proletariat discontent with the Tsarist autocracy and Lenin's proclaimed version of a
Marxist ideology, the revolutionary period saw a complete overhaul of Russian politics and society
and led directly to the ensuing civil war. The Soviet Union eventually became the world's first
communist state and the events of 1917 proved to be one of the turning-points in world history,



setting in motion a chain of events which would change the entire course of the twentieth century.
Geoffrey Swain provides a concise yet thorough overview of the revolution and the path to civil war.
By looking, with fresh perspectives, on the causes of the revolution, as well as the international
response, Swain provides a new interpretation of the events of 1917, published to coincide with the
100th anniversary of the revolution.
  a short history of russia: Russian History: A Very Short Introduction Geoffrey Hosking,
2012-03-29 Spanning the divide between Europe and Asia, Russia is a multi-ethnic empire with a
huge territory, strategically placed and abundantly provided with natural resources. But Russia's
territory has a harsh climate, is cut off from most maritime contact with the outside world, and has
open and vulnerable land frontiers. It has therefore had to devote much of its wealth to the armed
forces, and the sheer size of the empire has made it difficult to mobilise resources and to govern
effectively, especially given the diversity of its people. In this Very Short Introduction, Geoffrey
Hosking discusses all aspects of Russian history, from the struggle by the state to control society,
the transformation of the empire into a multi-ethnic empire, Russia's relationship with the
West/Europe, the Soviet experience, and the post-Soviet era. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short
Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject
area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert
authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and
challenging topics highly readable.
  a short history of russia: Science in Russia and the Soviet Union Loren R. Graham, 1993
By the 1980s the Soviet scientific establishment had become the largest in the world, but very little
of its history was known in the West. What has been needed for many years in order to fill that gap
in our knowledge is a history of Russian and Soviet science written for the educated person who
would like to read one book on the subject. This book has been written for that reader. The history of
Russian and Soviet science is a story of remarkable achievements and frustrating failures. That
history is presented here in a comprehensive form, and explained in terms of its social and political
context. Major sections include the tsarist period, the impact of the Russian Revolution, the
relationship between science and Soviet society, and the strengths and weaknesses of individual
scientific disciplines. The book also discusses the changes brought to science in Russia and other
republics by the collapse of communism in the late 1980s and early 1990s.
  a short history of russia: A Concise History of Russia Paul Bushkovitch, 2011-12-05 Accessible
to students, tourists and general readers alike, this book provides a broad overview of Russian
history since the ninth century. Paul Bushkovitch emphasizes the enormous changes in the
understanding of Russian history resulting from the end of the Soviet Union in 1991. Since then,
new material has come to light on the history of the Soviet era, providing new conceptions of
Russia's pre-revolutionary past. The book traces not only the political history of Russia, but also
developments in its literature, art and science. Bushkovitch describes well-known cultural figures,
such as Chekhov, Tolstoy and Mendeleev, in their institutional and historical contexts. Though the
1917 revolution, the resulting Soviet system and the Cold War were a crucial part of Russian and
world history, Bushkovitch presents earlier developments as more than just a prelude to Bolshevik
power.
  a short history of russia: Russia: a Short History Michael T. Florinsky, 1969 A survey of
Russia's development from a valley culture in the ninth century through the Czechoslovakian crisis
of 1968.
  a short history of russia: The Jews in Poland and Russia: A Short History Antony Polonsky,
2013-09-26 A very readable and comprehensive overview that examines the realities of Jewish life
while setting them in their political, economic, and social contexts.
  a short history of russia: A History of Russia Vasiliĭ Osipovich Kl~inotuchevskiĭ, 1911
  a short history of russia: The Russian Moment in World History Marshall T. Poe, 2011-06-27 Is
Russian history one big inevitable failure? The Soviet Union's demise and Russia's ensuing troubles
have led many to wonder. But this is to look through a skewed prism indeed. In this provocative and



elegantly written short history of Russia, Marshall Poe takes us well beyond the Soviet haze deep
into the nation's fascinating--not at all inevitable, and in key respects remarkably successful--past.
Tracing Russia's course from its beginnings to the present day, Poe shows that Russia was the only
non-Western power to defend itself against Western imperialism for centuries. It did so by building a
powerful state that molded society to its military needs. Thus arose the only non-Western path to
modern society--a unique path neither European nor Asian but, most aptly, Russian. From the
fifteenth to the eighteenth centuries, Russia prevailed despite unparalleled onslaughts by powerful
Western armies. However, while Europe nurtured limited government, capitalism, and scientific and
cultural revolution, early Russian society cultivated autocracy and command economics. Both
Europe and Russia eventually created modern infrastructures, but the European model proved more
productive and powerful. The post-World War I communist era can be seen as a natural continuation
of Russia's autocratic past that, despite its tragic turns, kept Russia globally competitive for
decades. The Russian moment in world history thus began with its first confrontations with Europe
in the fifteenth century, and ended in 1991 with the Soviet collapse. Written with verve and great
insight, The Russian Moment in World History will be widely read and vigorously debated by those
who seek a clear and unequivocal understanding of the complex history that has made Russia what it
is today.
  a short history of russia: A History of Russian Literature Andrew Kahn, Mark Naumovich
Lipovet︠s︡kiĭ, Irina Reyfman, Stephanie Sandler, 2018 Russia possesses one of the richest and most
admired literatures of Europe, reaching back to the eleventh century. A History of Russian
Literature provides a comprehensive account of Russian writing from its earliest origins in the
monastic works of Kiev up to the present day, still rife with the creative experiments of post-Soviet
literary life. The volume proceeds chronologically in five parts, extending from Kievan Rus' in the
11th century to the present day.The coverage strikes a balance between extensive overview and
in-depth thematic focus. Parts are organized thematically in chapters, which a number of keywords
that are important literary concepts that can serve as connecting motifs and 'case studies', in-depth
discussions of writers, institutions, and texts that take the reader up close and. Visual material also
underscores the interrelation of the word and image at a number of points, particularly significant in
the medieval period and twentieth century. The History addresses major continuities and
discontinuities in the history of Russian literature across all periods, and in particular bring out
trans-historical features that contribute to the notion of a national literature. The volume's
time-range has the merit of identifying from the early modern period a vital set of national
stereotypes and popular folklore about boundaries, space, Holy Russia, and the charismatic king that
offers culturally relevant material to later writers. This volume delivers a fresh view on a series of
key questions about Russia's literary history, by providing new mappings of literary history and a
narrative that pursues key concepts (rather more than individual authorial careers). This holistic
narrative underscores the ways in which context and text are densely woven in Russian literature,
and demonstrates that the most exciting way to understand the canon and the development of
tradition is through a discussion of the interrelation of major and minor figures, historical events and
literary politics, literary theory and literary innovation.
  a short history of russia: A History of Modern Russia Robert Service, 2003-09-04 A
comprehensive overview of twentieth-century Russian history that treats the years from 1917 to
2000 as a single period and analyses the peculiar mixture of political, economic and social
ingredients that made up the Soviet compound. It takes the reader from the age of communist rule
to the changes that occurred in 1991 and the more uncertain world of Yeltsin and Putin.
  a short history of russia: A Short History of the Russian Revolution Geoffrey Swain,
2022-02-24 The 1917 Revolution sent shockwaves throughout the globe, setting a chain of events in
motion that would change the entire course of the 20th century. With the overthrow of the Romanov
Dynasty, Russia was plunged into the political unknown and, from the crucible of social unrest,
ideological conflict and violent civil war, the world's first communist state was forged. In this revised
edition, Geoffrey Swain provides an incisive overview of one of the most complex and turbulent



periods in modern history, tracing key moments from the abdication of Tsar Nicolas II to the
Bolshevik seizure of power. A leading authority on Russia and Eastern Europe, Geoffrey Swain
highlights the important legacies of 1905, demonstrating how early revolutionary ambitions among
the masses culminated in the events of 1917. Challenging conventions in Soviet scholarship, this
revised edition shows that the Bolshevik concepts of discipline and ideology that had mobilised the
revolution, set an unnecessary course towards dictatorship and terror. Covering new historiography
in the field, this revised edition places a renewed emphasis on the social and cultural upheaval
experienced in Russia amid the nation's political turmoil.
  a short history of russia: The Story of Russia Orlando Figes, 2023-08-03 A 2022 BOOK OF
THE YEAR FOR: Sunday Times * Irish Times * Spectator * Financial Times * Telegraph * Aspects of
History'The history book you need if you want to understand modern Russia' ANNE APPLEBAUM'A
magnificent, magisterial thousand year history of Russia . . . by one of the masters of Russian
scholarship' SIMON SEBAG MONTEFIORE'A great historian at the peak of his powers' WILLIAM
DALRYMPLE'[An] excellent short study' MAX HASTINGS, SUNDAY TIMES'If you really want to
understand Putin's Russia today, anchored in its past of myths, then you simply have to read Figes's
superb account' ANTONY BEEVOR'A lucid chronological journey that ably illustrates how narratives
from the nation's past have been used to shape its autocratic present' OBSERVER'A valuable,
instructive overview' INDEPENDENT -------------------------From the great storyteller of Russia, a
spellbinding account of the stories that have shaped the country's past - and how they can inform its
present.No other country has been so divided over its own past as Russia. None has changed its
story so often. How the Russians came to tell their story, and to reinvent it as they went along, is a
vital aspect of their history, their culture and beliefs. To understand what Russia's future holds - to
grasp what Putin's regime means for Russia and the world - we need to unravel the ideas and
meanings of that history.In The Story of Russia, Orlando Figes brings into sharp relief the vibrant
characters that comprise Russia's rich history, and whose stories remain so important in making
sense of the world's largest nation today - from the crowning of sixteen-year-old Ivan the Terrible in
a candlelit cathedral, to Catherine the Great, riding out in a green uniform to arrest her husband at
his palace, to the bitter last days of the Romanovs. Beautifully written and based on a lifetime of
scholarship, The Story of Russia is a major and definitive work from the great storyteller of Russian
history: sweeping, suspenseful, masterful.-------------------------PRAISE FOR ORLANDO FIGES'An
outstanding historian and writer, he brings distant history so close that you could feel its
heartbeat'KARL OVE KNAUSGAARD'Figes knows more about Russia than any other historian'MAX
HASTINGS, SUNDAY TIMES
  a short history of russia: The Russian Revolution: A Very Short Introduction S. A. Smith,
2002-02-21 This Very Short Introduction provides an analytical narrative of the main events and
developments in Soviet Russia between 1917 and 1936. It examines the impact of the revolution on
society as a whole—on different classes, ethnic groups, the army, men and women, youth. Its central
concern is to understand how one structure of domination was replaced by another. The book
registers the primacy of politics, but situates political developments firmly in the context of massive
economic, social, and cultural change. Since the fall of Communism there has been much reflection
on the significance of the Russian Revolution. The book rejects the currently influential, liberal
interpretation of the revolution in favour of one that sees it as rooted in the contradictions of a
backward society which sought modernization and enlightenment and ended in political tyranny.
ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains
hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get
ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas,
and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
  a short history of russia: Sino-Russian Relations R.K.I. Quested, 2014-02-25 This book
provides a systematic history of Sino-Russian relations, a history which is invaluable in forming an
understanding of relations between the two nations today. Becoming neighbours in the seventeenth
century, their changing relations in peace and war, in isolation, cooperation and confrontation have



steadily assumed a greater importance in world politics and become increasingly important to the
stability of international relations.
  a short history of russia: A Short History of Sino-Soviet Relations, 1917–1991 Zhihua
Shen, 2019-10-31 Drawing on the rich trove of recently declassified Russian and Chinese archival
materials, this history of Sino-Soviet relations in the 20th century sheds new light on key events
during this period. It offers fresh insights into the role of ideology and national interests in the
evolution of the complex and turbulent relationship between not just the two countries but also their
respective Communist Parties. The chapters on the normalization of bilateral ties provide an
in-depth analysis of divisions in the socialist camp that culminated in both its collapse and the
disintegration of the Soviet Union. The book argues that 20th century Sino-Soviet relations reflected
both long-standing and emerging political and geopolitical challenges facing members of the Cold
War socialist camp, in particular tensions between the ideal of internationalism and national
aspirations, between commitment to the principle of sovereignty and commitment to that of equality
in international relations, and between inter-party relations and inter-state relations. This makes for
a valuable addition to the reading lists of all those interested in the development of the relationship
between two of the world’s most important countries.
  a short history of russia: A Short History of Russia Lucy Cazalet, 2022-10-27 This work has
been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge base of
civilization as we know it. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and
possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no
entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. Scholars believe, and we
concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally
available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for
being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.
  a short history of russia: Catherine the Great Isabel de Madariaga, 1991-01-01 There is no
shortage of biographies of Catherine the Great, of varying quality and degrees of sensationalism. But
there exists no brief account of her reign that incorporates the extensive research findings of the
last twenty years and presents them accessibly, accurately, and concisely to the student and the
general reader. Following her magisterial Russia in the Age of Catherine the Great, Isabel de
Madariaga has written the most informative, balanced and up-to-date short study of this spectacular
period in Russian history. De Madariaga establishes an authoritative account of the events of
Catherine's life, disentangling the myth from the verifiable reality. But her principal aim is to
provide an account of the achievements of the thirty-four-year reign. Well-read and intelligent,
Catherine presided over a fundamental reorganization of central and local government, of financial
administration, of law, and of literary and cultural life. De Madariaga tracks the changes and
explains the reforms, placing them in the context of eighteenth-century Europe and the ideas of the
Enlightenment and of the French Revolution. Chapters on the wars against the Turkish empire, the
annexation of the Crimea in 1783, and the partition of Poland demonstrate Catherine's part in
building Russia into a formidable European power. The text is distinguished throughout by the
attention paid to historical controversies over the interpretation of Catherine's policies and to teh
historiography on the period in general. Praised by French writers of her day and attacked by later
historians for her neglect of the welfare of the serfs, Catherine's achievements are now measured
against the difficulties she met. The book points to the problems Catherine faced, the human and
material resources on which she could draw, and the intellectual climate in which she operated. De
Madariaga considers past and present assessments of Catherine and consolidates balanced
judgments, profound understanding, and exhaustive reserach into a highly assimilable form.
  a short history of russia: The Shortest History of the Soviet Union Sheila Fitzpatrick,
2023-02-06 Close to a miracle ... an immensely readable overview ... full of anecdotes and lively
detail, but also meeting the highest academic standards’ SLAVOJ ŽIŽEK The Soviet Union arrived in
the world accidentally and departed unexpectedly. Over a century after the Russian Revolution, the
tumultuous history of the Soviet Union continues to fascinate us and influence global politics. From



revolution and Lenin to Stalin’s Terror, from World War II to Gorbachev's glasnost, this is an
authoritative distillation of 75 years of communist rule, and the disintegration of an empire.
Fitzpatrick charts the fate of countries often left out of Soviet histories, gives vivid portraits of key
figures, and traces the aftermath of the regime’s sudden collapse. She explores the rise of the
oligarchs, the rebirth of the Church and the enigmatic figure of Vladimir Putin: a Soviet creation but
no Soviet nostalgic. Lastly, she considers the future of Communism. Who still worships Marx and
Lenin? What lessons has today’s superpower, China, learned from yesterday’s Soviet failure? What
could be the future of Putin’s expansionism?
  a short history of russia: A History of Russia, Central Asia and Mongolia, Volume II
David Christian, 2018-03-12 Provides an all-encompassing look at the history of Russia, Central Asia,
and Mongolia Beginning with the breakup of the Mongol Empire in the mid-thirteenth century,
Volume II of this comprehensive work covers the remarkable history of “Inner Eurasia,” from 1260
up to modern times, completing the story begun in Volume I. Volume II describes how agriculture
spread through Inner Eurasia, providing the foundations for new agricultural states, including the
Russian Empire. It focuses on the idea of “mobilization”—the distinctive ways in which elite groups
mobilized resources from their populations, and how those methods were shaped by the region’s
distinctive ecology, which differed greatly from that of “Outer Eurasia,” the southern half of Eurasia
and the part of Eurasia most studied by historians. This work also examines how fossil fuels created
a bonanza of energy that helped shape the history of the Communist world during much of the
twentieth century. Filled with figures, maps, and tables to help give readers a fuller understanding
of what has transpired over 750 years in this distinctive world region, A History of Russia, Central
Asia and Mongolia: Volume II: Inner Eurasia from the Mongol Empire to Today, 1260-2000 is a
magisterial but accessible account of this area’s past, that will offer readers new insights into the
history of an often misunderstood part of the world. Situates the histories of Russia, Central Asia,
and Mongolia within the larger narrative of world history Concentrates on the idea of Inner Eurasia
as a coherent ecological and geographical zone Focuses on the powerful ways in which the region’s
geography shaped its history Places great emphasis on how “mobilization” played a major part in the
development of the regions Offers a distinctive interpretation of modernity that highlights the
importance of fossil fuels Offers new ways of understanding the Soviet era A History of Russia,
Central Asia and Mongolia: Volume II is an ideal book for general audiences and for use in
undergraduate and graduate courses in world history. The Blackwell History of the World Series The
goal of this ambitious series is to provide an accessible source of knowledge about the entire human
past, for every curious person in every part of the world. It will comprise some two dozen volumes,
of which some provide synoptic views of the history of particular regions while others consider the
world as a whole during a particular period of time. The volumes are narrative in form, giving
balanced attention to social and cultural history (in the broadest sense) as well as to institutional
development and political change. Each provides a systematic account of a very large subject, but
they are also both imaginative and interpretative. The Series is intended to be accessible to the
widest possible readership, and the accessibility of its volumes is matched by the style of
presentation and production.
  a short history of russia: Beyond Holy Russia Michael Hughes, 2014-02-19 This biography
examines the long life of the traveller and author Stephen Graham. Graham walked across large
parts of the Tsarist Empire in the years before 1917, describing his adventures in a series of books
and articles that helped to shape attitudes towards Russia in Britain and the United States. In later
years he travelled widely across Europe and North America, meeting some of the best known writers
of the twentieth century, including H.G.Wells and Ernest Hemingway. Graham also wrote numerous
novels and biographies that won him a wide readership on both sides of the Atlantic. This book
traces Graham’s career as a world traveller, and provides a rich portrait of English, Russian and
American literary life in the first half of the twentieth century. It also examines how many aspects of
his life and writing coincide with contemporary concerns, including the development of New Age
spirituality and the rise of environmental awareness. Beyond Holy Russia is based on extensive



research in archives of private papers in Britain and the USA and on the many works of Graham
himself. The author describes with admirable tact and clarity Graham’s heterodox and convoluted
spiritual quest. The result is a fascinating portrait of a man who was for many years a significant
literary figure on both sides of the Atlantic.
  a short history of russia: When Russia Learned to Read Jeffrey Brooks, 2003 The rise of
literacy in late nineteenth-century Russia, and its influence on high literature and low, and on
economic development
  a short history of russia: We Need to Talk About Putin Mark Galeotti, 2019-02-21 'Galeotti
sketches a bleak, but convincing picture of the man in the Kremlin and the political system that he
dominates' - The Times Meet the world's most dangerous man. Who is the real Vladimir Putin? What
does he want? And what will he do next? Despite the millions of words written on Putin's Russia, the
West still fails to truly understand one of the world's most powerful politicians, whose influence
spans the globe and whose networks of power reach into the very heart of our daily lives. In this
essential primer, Professor Mark Galeotti uncovers the man behind the myth, addressing the key
misperceptions of Putin and explaining how we can decipher his motivations and next moves. From
Putin's early life in the KGB and his real relationship with the USA to his vision for the future of
Russia - and the world - Galeotti draws on new Russian sources and explosive unpublished accounts
to give unparalleled insight into the man at the heart of global politics.
  a short history of russia: A People's History of the Russian Revolution Neil Faulkner,
2017 The Russian Revolution may be the most misunderstood and misrepresented event in modern
history, its history told in a mix of legends and anecdotes. In A People's History of the Russian
Revolution, Neil Faulkner sets out to debunk the myths and pry fact from fiction, putting at the heart
of the story the Russian people who are the true heroes of this tumultuous tale. In this fast-paced
introduction, Faulkner tells the powerful narrative of how millions of people came together in a mass
movement, organized democratic assemblies, mobilized for militant action, and overturned a vast
regime of landlords, profiteers, and warmongers. Faulkner rejects caricatures of Lenin and the
Bolsheviks as authoritarian conspirators or the progenitors of Stalinist dictatorship, and forcefully
argues that the Russian Revolution was an explosion of democracy and creativity--and that it was
crushed by bloody counter-revolution and replaced with a form of bureaucratic state-capitalism.
Grounded by powerful first-hand testimony, this history marks the centenary of the Revolution by
restoring the democratic essence of the revolution, offering a perfect primer for the modern reader.
  a short history of russia: Russia Martin Sixsmith, 2011 Russia is a country of contradictions: a
nation of cultural refinement and artistic originality and yet also a country that rules by 'the iron
fist', with an ingrained eagerness to sacrifice the individual for the collectivist cause.
  a short history of russia: History of Russia Captivating History, 2019-05-30 This new
captivating history book serves as an overview of Russian history over the span of more than a
millennium, from the foundation of the Russian state by the Viking prince Rurik in 862 AD until the
collapse of the Soviet Union at the end of 1991.
  a short history of russia: Russia: a Short History Michael T. Florinsky, 1964
  a short history of russia: The Vory Mark Galeotti, 2018-01-01 The first English-language book
to document the men who emerged from the gulags to become Russia's much-feared crime class: the
vory v zakone Mark Galeotti is the go-to expert on organized crime in Russia, consulted by
governments and police around the world. Now, Western readers can explore the fascinating history
of the vory v zakone, a group that has survived and thrived amid the changes brought on by
Stalinism, the Cold War, the Afghan War, and the end of the Soviet experiment. The vory--as the
Russian mafia is also known--was born early in the twentieth century, largely in the Gulags and
criminal camps, where they developed their unique culture. Identified by their signature tattoos,
members abided by the thieves' code, a strict system that forbade all paid employment and
cooperation with law enforcement and the state. Based on two decades of on-the-ground research,
Galeotti's captivating study details the vory's journey to power from their early days to their
adaptation to modern-day Russia's free-wheeling oligarchy and global opportunities beyond.



  a short history of russia: Borderland Anna Reid, 2015-04-30 A classic and vivid history of
Ukraine 'A fascinating and often violent odyssey, spanning more than 1,000 years of conflict and
culture' Independent on Sunday Centre of the first great Slav civilisation in the tenth century, then
divided between warring neighbours for a millennium, Ukraine finally won independence with the
collapse of the Soviet Union. Tiring of their own corrupt governments, Ukrainians have since
mounted two popular revolutions, taking to the streets to demand fair elections and closer ties to
Europe. In the spring of 2014, Russia responded by invading Crimea and sponsoring a civil war in
the Russian-speaking Donbass. Threatened by Moscow, misunderstood in the West, Ukraine hangs
once more in the balance. Speaking to pro-democracy activists and pro-Russia militiamen, peasants
and miners, survivors of Hitler's Holocaust and Stalin's famine, Anna Reid combines history and
travel-writing to unpick the past and present of this bloody and complex borderland. 'Beautifully
written and lovingly researched' Daily Telegraph 'Gripping history' The Times
  a short history of russia: A Short History of Russia Mark Galeotti, 2021-01-28 Takes us
behind the myths to the heart of the Russian story: from the formation of a nation to its early
legends - including Ivan the Terrible and Catherine the Great - to the rise and fall of the Romanovs,
the Russian Revolution, the Cold War, Chernobyl and the end of the Soviet Union - plus the arrival of
an obscure politician named Vladimir Putin
  a short history of russia: A Short History of Finland Fred Singleton, 1998-10 Finland has often
been ignored or misunderstood by the English-speaking world and this work presents the reader
with a readable and authoritative introduction to the life of the Finns and the position of their
country in the modern world. The book explains how a small nation, placed in an unfavorable
geopolitical situation, won its independence and eventually achieved a high material standard of
living together with an enviable degree of social and political stability by adapting itself to the
realities of life in an unpromising environment. Copyright © Libri GmbH. All rights reserved.
  a short history of russia: Russia Dmitri Trenin, 2019-07-26 Over the past century alone,
Russia has lived through great achievements and deepest misery; mass heroism and mass crime;
over-blown ambition and near-hopeless despair – always emerging with its sovereignty and its
fiercely independent spirit intact. In this book, leading Russia scholar Dmitri Trenin accompanies
readers on Russia’s rollercoaster journey from revolution to post-war devastation, perestroika to
Putin’s stabilization of post-Communist Russia. Explaining the causes and the meaning of the
numerous twists and turns in contemporary Russian history, he offers a vivid insider’s view of a
country through one of its most trying and often tragic periods. Today, he cautions, Russia stands at
a turning point – politically, economically and socially – its situation strikingly reminiscent of the
Russian Empire in its final years. For the Russian Federation to avoid a similar demise, it must learn
the lessons of its own history.
  a short history of russia: Russia and the Russians Geoffrey A. Hosking, 2001 Chronicles the
history of the Russian Empire from the Mongol Invasion, through the Bolshevik Revolution, to the
aftereffects of the Cold War.
  a short history of russia: A Gentleman in Moscow Amor Towles, 2017-01-09 The
mega-bestseller with more than 2 million readers Soon to be a Showtime/Paramount+ series
starring Ewan McGregor as Count Alexander Rostov From the number one New York
Times-bestselling author of The Lincoln Highway and Rules of Civility, a beautifully transporting
novel about a man who is ordered to spend the rest of his life inside a luxury hotel 'A wonderful
book' - Tana French 'This novel is astonishing, uplifting and wise. Don't miss it' - Chris Cleave 'No
historical novel this year was more witty, insightful or original' - Sunday Times, Books of the Year
'[A] supremely uplifting novel ... It's elegant, witty and delightful - much like the Count himself.' -
Mail on Sunday, Books of the Year 'Charming ... shows that not all books about Russian aristocrats
have to be full of doom and nihilism' - The Times, Books of the Year On 21 June 1922, Count
Alexander Rostov - recipient of the Order of Saint Andrew, member of the Jockey Club, Master of the
Hunt - is escorted out of the Kremlin, across Red Square and through the elegant revolving doors of
the Hotel Metropol. Deemed an unrepentant aristocrat by a Bolshevik tribunal, the Count has been



sentenced to house arrest indefinitely. But instead of his usual suite, he must now live in an attic
room while Russia undergoes decades of tumultuous upheaval. Can a life without luxury be the
richest of all? A BOOK OF THE DECADE, 2010-2020 (INDEPENDENT) THE TIMES BOOK OF THE
YEAR 2017 A SUNDAY TIMES BOOK OF THE YEAR 2017 A MAIL ON SUNDAY BOOK OF THE YEAR
2017 A DAILY EXPRESS BOOK OF THE YEAR 2017 AN IRISH TIMES BOOK OF THE YEAR 2017
ONE OF BARACK OBAMA'S BEST BOOKS OF 2017 ONE OF BILL GATES'S SUMMER READS OF
2019 NOMINATED FOR THE 2018 INDEPENDENT BOOKSELLERS WEEK AWARD
  a short history of russia: Red Fortress Catherine Merridale, 2013-10-03 WINNER OF THE
WOLFSON PRIZE 2013 The extraordinary story of the Kremlin - from prize-winning author and
historian Catherine Merridale Both beautiful and profoundly menacing, the Kremlin has dominated
Moscow for many centuries. Behind its great red walls and towers many of the most startling events
in Russia's history have been acted out. It is both a real place and an imaginative idea; a shorthand
for a certain kind of secretive power, but also the heart of a specific Russian authenticity. Catherine
Merridale's exceptional book revels in both the drama of the Kremlin and its sheer unexpectedness:
an impregnable fortress which has repeatedly been devastated, a symbol of all that is Russian
substantially created by Italians. The many inhabitants of the Kremlin have continually reshaped it
to accord with shifting ideological needs, with buildings conjured up or demolished to conform with
the current ruler's social, spiritual, military or regal priorities. In the process, all have claimed to be
the heirs of Russia's great historic destiny.
  a short history of russia: A Short History of Tractors in Ukrainian Marina Lewycka,
2006-03-02 WINNER OF THE BOLLINGER EVERYMAN PRIZE FOR COMIC FICTION WINNER OF
THE SAGA AWARD FOR WIT 2005 SHORTLISTED FOR THE ORANGE PRIZE FOR FICTION
LONGLISTED FOR THE BOOKER PRIZE 2005 'Two years after my mother died, my father fell in
love with a glamorous blonde Ukrainian divorcée. He was eighty-four and she was thirty-six. She
exploded into our lives like a fluffy pink grenade, churning up the murky water, bringing to the
surface a sludge of sloughed-off memories, giving the family ghosts a kick up the backside.' Sisters
Vera and Nadezhda must aside a lifetime of feuding to save their émigré engineer father from
voluptuous gold-digger Valentina. With her proclivity for green satin underwear and boil-in-the-bag
cuisine, she will stop at nothing in her pursuit of Western wealth. But the sisters' campaign to oust
Valentina unearths family secrets, uncovers fifty years of Europe's darkest history and sends them
back to roots they'd much rather forget . . . A Short History of Tractors in Ukrainian is bestselling
author Marina Lewycka's hilarious and award winning debut novel. 'It's rare to find a first novel that
gets so much right . . . Lewycka is a seriously talented comic writer' Time Out 'Hugely
enjoyable...yields a golden harvest of family truths' Daily Telegraph 'Delightful, funny, touching'
Spectator Bestselling author Marina Lewkyca has received great critical acclaim since the
publication of her hilarious first novel A Short History of Tractors in Ukrainian in 2005, which was
the winner of the Bollinger Everyman Prize for Comic Fiction 2005, winner of the Saga Award for
Wit 2005, shortlisted for the Orange Prize for Fiction 2005 and longlisted for the Booker prize 2005.
Her other humorous novels Two Caravans (published as Strawberry Fields in the USA and Canada),
We Are All Made of Glue and Various Pets Alive and Dead are also available from Penguin.
  a short history of russia: Russia Timothy J. Colton, 2016 Examines the origins, evolution, and
current affairs of the Russian state and society. The story begins with Russia's geographic
endowment, proceeds through its experiences as a kingdom and empire, and continues through the
USSR's three-quarters of a century, and finally the shocking breakup of that regime a generation
ago--Amazon.com.
  a short history of russia: Motherland Lesley Chamberlain, 2007 Introduces key Russian
thinkers prior to the 1917 revolution, offering insight into regional philosophical belief systems
about happiness, society, and morality that challenges popular conceptions.
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