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Introduction:

This piece aims to provide a concise yet comprehensive overview of a short
history of America, recognizing that any such endeavor necessitates the
careful selection and interpretation of events and narratives. A true
understanding of "a short history of America" requires grappling with
multiple methodologies and perspectives, moving beyond simple chronological
accounts to embrace the complexities of its past. This exploration delves
into various approaches used by historians to construct and understand a
short history of America, showcasing the diverse interpretations that shape
our understanding of the nation's development.

I. Early America and the Colonial Period: A Foundation of Contradictions

Traditional narratives of a short history of America often begin with
European colonization, often overlooking the millennia-long history of
Indigenous peoples. Early historians frequently employed a triumphalist
approach, emphasizing European achievements and downplaying the devastating
impact of colonization on Native American societies. However, more recent
scholarship, utilizing methodologies like postcolonial theory and Indigenous



oral histories, offers a far more nuanced understanding of this period. These
new approaches highlight the violence, disease, and dispossession that
characterized early encounters, painting a far less celebratory picture of "a
short history of America." Examining land dispossession and the lasting
effects of settler colonialism is crucial to any credible a short history of
America.

IT. Revolution, Republic, and Expansion: Mythmaking and Manifest Destiny

The American Revolution, frequently depicted in celebratory terms, also
benefits from a critical examination. Historians now use a variety of
methodologies, including social history and gender studies, to explore the
complexities of the revolution, challenging the traditional narrative of a
unified national struggle. The ideals of liberty and equality were not
universally shared, and the revolution's legacy includes ongoing struggles
for equality for women, enslaved people, and Native Americans. The concept of
"Manifest Destiny," driving westward expansion, is another area where
different methodologies reveal conflicting narratives within a short history
of America. While some historians highlight the entrepreneurial spirit and
national ambition, others focus on the brutal displacement and genocide of
Native American populations and the expansion of slavery.

ITI. The Civil War and Reconstruction: A Nation Divided and Reunited
(Imperfectly)

The Civil War and Reconstruction era are central to any a short history of
America. Traditional narratives often focused on the political and military
aspects of the conflict. However, recent scholarship emphasizes the social
and cultural dimensions of this period, employing methodologies like
quantitative analysis of casualty rates, oral history interviews with
descendants of slaves, and close readings of primary source documents to
reveal the human cost of the conflict and the challenges of Reconstruction.
This approach provides a richer understanding of the legacy of slavery and
its ongoing impact on American society. Understanding Reconstruction's
failure to fully deliver on the promise of equality is critical for any
accurate a short history of America.

IV. The 20th and 21st Centuries: Globalization, Civil Rights, and Beyond

The 20th and 21st centuries witnessed profound social, political, and
economic transformations. Analyzing a short history of America in this period
requires a multi-faceted approach, considering the impact of globalization,
the Civil Rights Movement, the Cold War, and the rise of new social
movements. Historians employ diverse methodologies including quantitative
analysis of economic data, oral history interviews with participants in
social movements, and the analysis of cultural artifacts such as films and
music to understand the complexities of this era. Analyzing the ongoing
struggle for racial and social justice provides a crucial lens for
understanding a complete a short history of America.



V. Multiple Perspectives: A More Inclusive Narrative

To create a truly comprehensive a short history of America, historians must
move beyond a single dominant narrative. A critical consideration involves
incorporating the perspectives of marginalized groups, including Native
Americans, African Americans, women, and other ethnic minorities. This
necessitates a shift away from Eurocentric viewpoints and the adoption of
methodologies that prioritize the voices and experiences of those previously
excluded from the historical record. These marginalized voices are essential
to crafting a complete and accurate a short history of America.

Conclusion:

Constructing a short history of America is a complex and ongoing project.
There is no single, universally accepted narrative. Instead, multiple
interpretations and methodologies contribute to a more complete and nuanced
understanding of the nation's past. By embracing diverse perspectives and
employing a range of analytical approaches, we can move beyond simplistic
narratives and approach a more accurate and inclusive representation of a
short history of America. The ongoing nature of historical scholarship
ensures that our understanding of the past continues to evolve and deepen.

FAQs:

1. What is the most important event in a short history of America? There's
no single "most important" event. The American Revolution, the Civil
War, and the Civil Rights Movement are all crucial turning points, each
impacting the nation's trajectory in profound ways.

1. How can I learn more about a short history of America? Explore reputable
textbooks, documentaries, and online resources. Critically evaluate
sources and look for diverse perspectives.

1. What are the main criticisms of traditional accounts of a short history
of America? Traditional accounts often marginalized the experiences of
Native Americans, enslaved people, and other minority groups. They tend
towards a Eurocentric and triumphalist view.

1. What methodologies are used in writing a short history of America?



Historians employ various methodologies, including quantitative
analysis, qualitative analysis of primary sources, oral history, and
postcolonial theory.

1. How does a short history of America differ from a longer history? A
shorter history prioritizes key events and trends, focusing on the broad
strokes rather than detailed analysis.

1. Why is it important to study a short history of America? Understanding
our history is essential for informed citizenship, fostering critical
thinking, and understanding contemporary issues.

1. What is the role of interpretation in a short history of America?
Interpretation is crucial. Historians select and interpret events based
on their own perspectives and methodologies, leading to diverse
narratives.

1. How has the writing of a short history of America changed over time? The
focus has shifted from a primarily Eurocentric and triumphalist
narrative to a more inclusive and critical one, reflecting evolving
societal values.

1. Where can I find reliable sources for a short history of America?
Reputable academic publishers like Oxford University Press and Cambridge
University Press offer valuable sources. University libraries and
archives provide access to primary source materials.

Related Articles:

1. The American Revolution: A Turning Point: Examines the causes, key
battles, and consequences of the American Revolution, offering diverse
perspectives on the conflict.



. Westward Expansion and the Manifest Destiny Myth: Explores the westward
expansion of the United States, focusing on its impact on Native
American populations and the myth of Manifest Destiny.

. The Civil War: A Nation Divided: Provides an in-depth analysis of the
causes, key battles, and aftermath of the Civil War, including
Reconstruction.

. Reconstruction: Promises and Failures: Focuses on the Reconstruction

era, evaluating its successes and failures in addressing the legacy of
slavery and establishing racial equality.

. The Progressive Era and Reform: Explores the Progressive Era's social
and political reforms, including the fight for women's suffrage and
labor rights.

. The Great Depression and the New Deal: Analyzes the Great Depression's
impact and the New Deal's attempts to address the economic crisis.

. The Civil Rights Movement: A Struggle for Equality: Details the Civil
Rights Movement's history and its impact on American society.

. The Cold War and American Foreign Policy: Examines the Cold War's
influence on American foreign policy and domestic affairs.

. Post-9/11 America: War and Transformation: Explores the impact of the
September 11th attacks and the subsequent wars on American society and
foreign policy.



a short history of america: American History: A Very Short Introduction Paul S. Boyer,
2012-08-16 This volume in Oxford's A Very Short Introduction series offers a concise, readable
narrative of the vast span of American history, from the earliest human migrations to the early
twenty-first century when the United States loomed as a global power and comprised a complex
multi-cultural society of more than 300 million people. The narrative is organized around major
interpretive themes, with facts and dates introduced as needed to illustrate these themes. The
emphasis throughout is on clarity and accessibility to the interested non-specialist.

a short history of america: What Is America? Ronald Wright, 2009-02-24 From the
award-winning, #1 bestselling author of A Short History of Progress comes another surprising,
frightening and essential book. The USA is now the world’s lone superpower, whose deeds could
make or break this century. For better and worse, America has Americanized the world. How did a
marginal frontier society, in a mere two centuries, become the de facto ruler of the world? Why do
America’s great achievements in democracy, prosperity and civil rights now seem threatened by
forces within itself? Brimming with insight into history and human behaviour, and written in
Wright'’s captivating style, What Is America? shows how this came to pass; how the United States,
which regards itself as the most modern country on earth, is also deeply archaic, a stronghold not
only of religious fundamentalism but of “modern” beliefs in limitless progress and a universal
mission that have fallen under suspicion elsewhere in the west, a rethinking driven by two World
Wars and the reckless looting of our planet. A fresh, passionate look at the past and future of the
world’s most powerful nation, What Is America? will reframe the debate about our neighbour and
ourselves.

a short history of america: A Short History of the United States Robert V. Remini, 2008-09-24
From a National Book Award winner: “A Short History of the United States may be brief, but it is
wise, eloquent, and authoritative.” —Jon Meacham, Pulitzer Prize winner and New York
Times-bestselling author of And There Was Light: Abraham Lincoln and the American Struggle
“Readers of all political stripes will appreciate” this concise history of the United States (Publishers
Weekly), an accessible and lively volume containing the essential facts about the discovery,
settlement, growth, and development of the American nation and its institutions, including the
arrival and migration of Native Americans, the founding of a republic under the Constitution, the
emergence of the United States as a world power, the outbreak of terrorism here and abroad, the
Obama presidency, and everything in between. “Masterful . . . a perfect history for our times.”
—Robert Dallek, Pulitzer Prize finalist and author of Nixon and Kissinger “Everything a casual (or
bewildered) reader needs to know . . . An objective narrative of this nation’s history.” —Publishers
Weekly

a short history of america: A Short History of the Vietnam War DK, 2021-05-04 A gripping and
informative visual guide to one of the bloodiest conflicts in US and world history Journey through the
Vietnam War; exploring detailed accounts of the men and women that were there. Explore their
stories of struggle, sacrifice, and bravery through the iconic events that defined this conflict. This
visual guide is the perfect read for any military history enthusiast. Inside the pages of this retelling
of America’s bloodiest conflict, you’ll discover: ¢ A vivid, moving, and informative read, written in an
engaging style ¢ Offers a clear and compelling account of the conflict, in short, self-contained events
from the Battle of Ia Drang to the Tet Offensive and The Khmer Rouge * Biography spreads highlight
major military and political figures ¢ Features on everyday life in the war offering additional context
* Stunning image spreads display weapons, spy gear, and other equipment that defined the war °
Maps and feature boxes provide additional information on major events during the conflict A
carefully constructed, in-depth guide to Vietnam This definitive history of the Vietnam War was
written in conjunction with the Smithsonian. SI A Short History of the Vietham War showcases every
aspect of the fighting and the wider political landscape from both the side of the Viet Cong and the
US military. Compelling text, diagrams, and maps show exactly how decisive moments and battles
unfolded to help the reader to visualize the conflict. Eyewitness accounts and iconic photographs
bring events to life - from the creation of the Ho Chi Minh Trail to Operation Passage to Freedom




and the evacuation of the US embassy in Saigon. From weapons and aircraft to armored vehicles
and spy gear, explore the machinery used in the war through breathtaking photography. Lastly,
biographical entries give a fuller insight into the minds of key figures and the decisions they made
and include Henry Kissinger, President Nixon, Pol Pot, and more. More in the series Combining
expert historical insight, eyewitness accounts, and archive photography, A Short History series
seeks to summarise key historical events and provide a wider context to what was happening around
these events. Titles include SI A Short History of World War 1II, SI A Short History of the American
Civil War, and SI A Short History of Flying and are the perfect addition to any history enthusiast’s
library.

a short history of america: A Little History of the United States James West Davidson,
2015-09-15 How did a land and people of such immense diversity come together under a banner of
freedom and equality to form one of the most remarkable nations in the world? Everyone from young
adults to grandparents will be fascinated by the answers uncovered in James West Davidson’s vividly
told A Little History of the United States. In 300 fast-moving pages, Davidson guides his readers
through 500 years, from the first contact between the two halves of the world to the rise of America
as a superpower in an era of atomic perils and diminishing resources. In short, vivid chapters the
book brings to life hundreds of individuals whose stories are part of the larger American story.
Pilgrim William Bradford stumbles into an Indian deer trap on his first day in America; Harriet
Tubman lets loose a pair of chickens to divert attention from escaping slaves; the toddler Andrew
Carnegie, later an ambitious industrial magnate, gobbles his oatmeal with a spoon in each hand.
Such stories are riveting in themselves, but they also spark larger questions to ponder about
freedom, equality, and unity in the context of a nation that is, and always has been, remarkably
divided and diverse.

a short history of america: A Short History of the Confederate States of America Jefferson
Davis, 1890

a short history of america: Law in America Lawrence M. Friedman, 2002-07-30 “Law in
America is a little gem. It is a peerless introduction to our legal history—concise, clear, tellingly told,
and beautifully written. The greatest living historian of American law has done it again.” —Stanley
N. Katz, former president of the American Society for Legal History and the Organization of
American Historians “All societies have laws, but neither all laws nor all legal systems are alike. No
one has thought more deeply or written more clearly about the peculiar role of law in American life
than Lawrence Friedman. In this trenchant, illuminating book, he distills a lifetime of scholarship
and teaching into a concise and provocative explanation of the role that law has played in shaping
the distinctive contours of American history and culture.” —David M. Kennedy, professor of history
at Stanford University and author of Freedom from Fear Throughout America’s history, our laws
have been a reflection of who we are, of what we value, of who has control. They embody our
society’s genetic code. In the masterful hands of the subject’s greatest living historian, the story of
the evolution of our laws serves to lay bare the deciding struggles over power and justice that have
shaped this country from its birth pangs to the present. Law in America is a supreme example of the
historian’s art, its brevity a testament to the great elegance and wit of its composition.

a short history of america: A Short History of Physics in the American Century David C.
Cassidy, 2013-09-02 As the twentieth century ended, computers, the Internet, and nanotechnology
were central to modern American life. Yet the physical advances underlying these applications are
poorly understood and underappreciated by U.S. citizens. In this overview, Cassidy views physics
through America's engagement with the political events of a tumultuous century.

a short history of america: The Penguin History of the United States of America Hugh
Brogan, 2001-03-29 This new edition of Brogan's superb one-volume history - from early British
colonisation to the Reagan years - captures an array of dynamic personalities and events. In a broad
sweep of America's triumphant progress. Brogan explores the period leading to Independence from
both the American and the British points of view, touching on permanent features of 'the American
character' - both the good and the bad. He provides a masterly synthesis of all the latest research




illustrating America's rapid growth from humble beginnings to global dominance.

a short history of america: Federal Taxation in America W. Elliot Brownlee, 2004-05-03 This
brief survey is a comprehensive historical overview of the US federal tax system.

a short history of america: A Short History of the Civil War James L. Stokesbury, 2011-03-15
The Definitive One-Volume History of the American Civil War The American Civil War (1861-1865)
was the pivotal conflict of the nation’s history. It was a war defined by savage brutality, untold
human costs, and monumental political crises that left the literal and social landscape of the nation
forever changed. One hundred fifty years later, it continues to hold a powerful grip on the American
psyche. In A Short History of the Civil War, noted historian James L. Stokesbury dramatically and
concisely chronicles the important events leading up to the war and, using maps, recounts its
decisive battles while describing the strategies and tactics of the North’s and South’s prominent
commanders. Drawing on fascinating details and little-known facts, Stokesbury also brings to life the
generals—Grant, Lee, Hooker, McClellan, Jackson—and the unsung heroes of this great struggle
between the Union and the Confederacy.

a short history of america: A Short History of the American Civil War Paul Christopher
Anderson, 2019-12-26 The American Civil War (1861-65) remains a searing event in the collective
consciousness of the United States. It was one of the bloodiest conflicts in modern history, claiming
the lives of at least 600,000 soldiers and an unknown number of civilians and slaves. The Civil War
was also one of the world's first truly industrial conflicts, involving railroads, the telegraph,
steamships and mass-manufactured weaponry. The eventual victory of the Union over the
Confederacy rang the death-knell for American slavery, and set the USA on the path to becoming a
truly world power. Paul Christopher Anderson shows how and why the conflict remains the nation's
defining moment, arguing that it was above all a struggle for power and political supremacy but was
also a struggle for the idea of America. Melding social, cultural and military history, the author
explores iconic battles like Shiloh, Chickamauga, Antietam and Gettysburg, as well as the bitterly
contesting forces underlying them and the myth-making that came to define them in aftermath. He
shows that while both sides began the war in order to preserve - the integrity of the American state
in the case of the Union, the integrity of a culture, a value system, and as slave society in the case of
the Confederacy - it allowed the American South to define a regional identity that has survived into
modern times.

a short history of america: Pregnancy and Power Rickie Solinger, 2007-03 Winner of the 2013
Bullough Award presented by the Foundation for the Scientific Study of Sexuality The term
“intersex” evokes diverse images, typically of people who are both male and female or neither male
nor female. Neither vision is accurate. The millions of people with an intersex condition, or DSD
(disorder of sex development), are men or women whose sex chromosomes, gonads, or sex anatomy
do not fit clearly into the male/female binary norm. Until recently, intersex conditions were shrouded
in shame and secrecy: many adults were unaware that they had been born with an intersex condition
and those who did know were advised to hide the truth. Current medical protocols and societal
treatment of people with an intersex condition are based upon false stereotypes about sex, gender,
sexual orientation, gender identity, and disability, which create unique challenges to framing
effective legal claims and building a strong cohesive movement. InIntersexuality and the Law, Julie
A. Greenberg examines the role that legal institutions can play in protecting the rights of people
with an intersex condition. She also explores the relationship between the intersex movement and
other social justice movements that have effectively utilized legal strategies to challenge similar
discriminatory practices. She discusses the feasibility of forming effective alliances and developing
mutually beneficial legal arguments with feminists, LGBT organizations, and disability rights
advocates to eradicate the discrimination suffered by these marginalized groups.

a short history of america: The "S" Word John Nichols, 2011-03-21 Political reporter Nichols
argues that socialism has a long, proud American history. This short, irreverent book gives
Americans back a crucial part of their history and makes a forthright case for socialist ideas today.

a short history of america: Legacy of Hate: A Short History of Ethnic, Religious and



Racial Prejudice in America Philip Perlmutter, 2015-07-17 For all its foundation on the principles
of religious freedom and human equality, American history contains numerous examples of bigotry
and persecution of minorities. Now, author Philip Perlmutter lays out the history of prejudice in
America in a brief, compact, and readable volume. Perlmutter begins with the arrival of white
Europeans, moves through the eighteenth and industrially expanding nineteenth centuries; the
explosion of immigration and its attendant problems in the twentieth century; and a fifth chapter
explores how prejudice (racial, religious, and ethnic) has been institutionalized in the educational
systems and laws. His final chapter covers the future of minority progress.

a short history of america: The Synagogue in America Marc Lee Raphael, 2011-04-18
Chronicles the history of the Jewish synagogue in America over the course of three centuries,
discussing its changing role in the American Jewish community.

a short history of america: A Short History of Europe Simon Jenkins, 2018-11-08 The first
short, single-volume history of the continent - from the Dark Ages to present day - by the author of
the bestselling A Short History of England Europe is an astonishingly successful place. In this
dazzling new history, bestselling author Simon Jenkins grippingly tells the story of its evolution from
warring peoples to peace, wealth and freedom. From Greece and Rome, through the Reformation
and the French Revolution, to the Second World War and up now, Jenkins takes in leaders including
Julius Caesar, Joan of Arc, Wellington and Angela Merkel, along with cultural figures like Aristotle,
Shakespeare and Picasso. In one concise book for the very first time, Jenkins brings together the
transformative forces and dominant eras into one chronological tale - all with his insight, colour and
authority. PRAISE FOR SIMON JENKINS: 'Full of stand-out facts . . . absolutely fascinating' Richard
Bacon, BBC Radio 2, on A Short History of England 'Masterly, perhaps a masterpiece' Independent,
Books of the Year on England's Thousand Best Churches 'Jenkins is, like all good guides, more than
simply informative: he can be courteous and rude, nostalgic and funny, elegant' Adam Nicolson on
England's Thousand Best Houses, Evening Standard 'Full of the good judgements one might hope for
from such a sensible and readable commentator, and they alone are worth perusing for pleasure and
food for thought' Michael Wood on A Short History of England, New Statesman 'Any passably
cultured inhabitant of the British Isles should ask for, say, three or four copies of this book' Max
Hastings on England's Thousand Best Houses, Sunday Telegraph

a short history of america: A People's History of the United States Howard Zinn, 2003-02-04
Since its original landmark publication in 1980, A People's History of the United States has been
chronicling American history from the bottom up, throwing out the official version of history taught
in schools -- with its emphasis on great men in high places -- to focus on the street, the home, and
the, workplace. Known for its lively, clear prose as well as its scholarly research, A People's History
is the only volume to tell America's story from the point of view of -- and in the words of -- America's
women, factory workers, African-Americans, Native Americans, the working poor, and immigrant
laborers. As historian Howard Zinn shows, many of our country's greatest battles -- the fights for a
fair wage, an eight-hour workday, child-labor laws, health and safety standards, universal suffrage,
women's rights, racial equality -- were carried out at the grassroots level, against bloody resistance.
Covering Christopher Columbus's arrival through President Clinton's first term, A People's History
of the United States, which was nominated for the American Book Award in 1981, features insightful
analysis of the most important events in our history. Revised, updated, and featuring a new after,
word by the author, this special twentieth anniversary edition continues Zinn's important
contribution to a complete and balanced understanding of American history.

a short history of america: Medicine in America James H. Cassedy, 1991-09 Well written, with
a very useful bibliographical essay and index, this book can be recommended for medical and
general readers alike.--Guenter B. Risse, M.D., Ph.D., Journal of the American Medical Association.
The best brief history of health care in America since Richard H. Shryock's classic survey appeared
over thirty years ago.--Ronald L. Numbers, University of Wisconsin-Madison.

a short history of america: Religion in American Life Jon Butler, Grant Wacker, Randall
Balmer, 2011-10-06 Quite ambitious, tracing religion in the United States from European




colonization up to the 21st century.... The writing is strong throughout.--Publishers Weekly (starred
review) One can hardly do better than Religion in American Life.... A good read, especially for the
uninitiated. The initiated might also read it for its felicity of narrative and the moments of
illumination that fine scholars can inject even into stories we have all heard before. Read it.--Church
History This new edition of Religion in American Life, written by three of the country's most eminent
historians of religion, offers a superb overview that spans four centuries, illuminating the rich
spiritual heritage central to nearly every event in our nation's history. Beginning with the state of
religious affairs in both the Old and New Worlds on the eve of colonization and continuing through
to the present, the book covers all the major American religious groups, from Protestants, Jews, and
Catholics to Muslims, Hindus, Mormons, Buddhists, and New Age believers. Revised and updated,
the book includes expanded treatment of religion during the Great Depression, of the religious
influences on the civil rights movement, and of utopian groups in the 19th century, and it now covers
the role of religion during the 2008 presidential election, observing how completely religion has
entered American politics.

a short history of america: Dharma in America Pankaj Jain, 2019-11-18 America now is
home to approximately five million Hindus and Jains. Their contribution to the economic and
intellectual growth of the country is unquestionable. Dharma in America aims to explore the role of
Hindu and Jain Americans in diverse fields such as: education and civic engagements medicine and
healthcare music. Providing a concise history of Hindus and Jains in the Americas over the last two
centuries, Dharma in America also gives some insights into the ongoing issues and challenges these
important ethnic and religious groups face in America today.

a short history of america: Made in America Bill Bryson, 1996-03-01 Bill Bryson, who gave
glorious voice to The Mother Tongue, now celebrates her magnificent offspring in the book that
reveals once and for all how a dusty western hamlet with neither woods nor holly came to be known
as Hollywood...and exactly why Mr. Yankee Doodle call his befeathered cap Macaroni.

a short history of america: Smokelore Jim Auchmutey, 2019-06-01 Barbecue: It’s America in a
mouthful. The story of barbecue touches almost every aspect of our history. It involves indigenous
culture, the colonial era, slavery, the Civil War, the settling of the West, the coming of immigrants,
the Great Migration, the rise of the automobile, the expansion of suburbia, the rejiggering of gender
roles. It encompasses every region and demographic group. It is entwined with our politics and
tangled up with our race relations. Jim Auchmutey follows the delicious and contentious history of
barbecue in America from the ox roast that celebrated the groundbreaking for the U.S. Capitol
building to the first barbecue launched into space almost two hundred years later. The narrative
covers the golden age of political barbecues, the evolution of the barbecue restaurant, the
development of backyard cooking, and the recent rediscovery of traditional barbecue craft. Along
the way, Auchmutey considers the mystique of barbecue sauces, the spectacle of barbecue contests,
the global influences on American barbecue, the roles of race and gender in barbecue culture, and
the many ways barbecue has been portrayed in our art and literature. It’s a spicy story that involves
noted Americans from George Washington and Abraham Lincoln to Louis Armstrong, Elvis Presley,
Martin Luther King Jr., and Barack Obama.

a short history of america: A History of the American People Paul Johnson, 2009-06-30 As
majestic in its scope as the country it celebrates. [Johnson's] theme is the men and women,
prominent and unknown, whose energy, vision, courage and confidence shaped a great nation. It is a
compelling antidote to those who regard the future with pessimism.— Henry A. Kissinger Paul
Johnson's prize-winning classic, A History of the American People, is an in-depth portrait of the
American people covering every aspect of U.S. history—from politics to the arts. The creation of the
United States of America is the greatest of all human adventures, begins Paul Johnson's remarkable
work. No other national story holds such tremendous lessons, for the American people themselves
and for the rest of mankind. In A History of the American People, historian Johnson presents an
in-depth portrait of American history from the first colonial settlements to the Clinton
administration. This is the story of the men and women who shaped and led the nation and the




ordinary people who collectively created its unique character. Littered with letters, diaries, and
recorded conversations, it details the origins of their struggles for independence and nationhood,
their heroic efforts and sacrifices to deal with the 'organic sin’ of slavery and the preservation of the
Union to its explosive economic growth and emergence as a world power. Johnson discusses
contemporary topics such as the politics of racism, education, the power of the press, political
correctness, the growth of litigation, and the influence of women throughout history. Sometimes
controversial and always provocative, A History of the American People is one author’s challenging
and unique interpretation of American history. Johnson’s views of individuals, events, themes, and
issues are original, critical, and in the end admiring, for he is, above all, a strong believer in the
history and the destiny of the American people.

a short history of america: A Short History of the Slocums, Slocumbs and Slocombs of
America Charles Elihu Slocum, 1882

a short history of america: A Short History of Seafaring Brian Lavery, 2022-12-01 A
fascinating journey through more than 5,000 years of seafaring history in this essential guide to the
most impressive seafaring tales, explorers, and maritime environments. For more than 5,000 years,
the seas have challenged, rewarded, and punished the brave sailors who set forth to explore it. This
history of the seas and sailing tells the remarkable story of those individuals - whether they lived to
tell the tale themselves or not. From the early Polynesian seafarers and the first full
circumnavigations of the globe, to explorers picking their way through the coral reefs of the West
Indies, this book tells the compelling story of life at sea that lies behind man's search for new lands,
new trade, conquest, and uncharted waters. Charting the great milestones of nautical history from
the discovery of America to the establishment of the Royal Navy, the naval history of the American
Civil War, the Battle of Midway and modern piracy the book sets all of them in their cultural and
historical context. The Conquest of the Ocean is a unique compendium of awe-inspiring tales of epic
sea voyages and great feats of seamanship, navigation, endurance, and ingenuity.

a short history of america: The War That Made America Fred Anderson, 2006-11-28 The
globe's first true world war comes vividly to life in this rich, cautionary tale (The New York Times
Book Review) The French and Indian War -the North American phase of a far larger conflagration,
the Seven Years' War-remains one of the most important, and yet misunderstood, episodes in
American history. Fred Anderson takes readers on a remarkable journey through the vast conflict
that, between 1755 and 1763, destroyed the French Empire in North America, overturned the
balance of power on two continents, undermined the ability of Indian nations to determine their
destinies, and lit the long fuse of the American Revolution. Beautifully illustrated and recounted by
an expert storyteller, The War That Made America is required reading for anyone interested in the
ways in which war has shaped the history of America and its peoples.

a short history of america: The Ideas That Made America: A Brief History Jennifer
Ratner-Rosenhagen, 2019-01-03 Long before the United States was a nation, it was a set of ideas,
projected onto the New World by European explorers with centuries of belief and thought in tow.
From this foundation of expectation and experience, America and American thought grew in turn,
enriched by the bounties of the Enlightenment, the philosophies of liberty and individuality, the
tenets of religion, and the doctrines of republicanism and democracy. Crucial to this development
were the thinkers who nurtured it, from Thomas Jefferson to Ralph Waldo Emerson, W.E.B. DuBois
to Jane Addams, and Betty Friedan to Richard Rorty. The Ideas That Made America: A Brief History
traces how Americans have addressed the issues and events of their time and place, whether the
Civil War, the Great Depression, or the culture wars of today. Spanning a variety of disciplines, from
religion, philosophy, and political thought, to cultural criticism, social theory, and the arts, Jennifer
Ratner-Rosenhagen shows how ideas have been major forces in American history, driving
movements such as transcendentalism, Social Darwinism, conservatism, and postmodernism. In
engaging and accessible prose, this introduction to American thought considers how notions about
freedom and belonging, the market and morality -- and even truth -- have commanded generations of
Americans and been the cause of fierce debate.



a short history of america: A Short History of England's and America's Literature Eva
March Tappan, 1906

a short history of america: A Desired Past Leila J. Rupp, 1999 In this book, the author
combines a vast array of scholarship on supposedly discrete episodes in American history into a
story of same-sex desire across the country and the centuries.

a short history of america: A Short History of the United States of America Horace Elisha
Scudder, 2018-10-22 This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important and is
part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work is in the public domain in the
United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy
and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the
work. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved,
reproduced, and made generally available to the public. To ensure a quality reading experience, this
work has been proofread and republished using a format that seamlessly blends the original
graphical elements with text in an easy-to-read typeface. We appreciate your support of the
preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and
relevant.

a short history of america: Religion in American Politics Frank Lambert, 2010-02-21 The
acclaimed author of The Barbary Wars offers a critical analysis of the often uneasy relationship
between religion and politics in the United States from the Founding Fathers to the twenty-first
century.

a short history of america: Made in America Bill Bryson, 2016-09-08 'Funny, wise, learned and
compulsive' - GQ Bill Bryson turns away from travelling the highways and byways of middle America,
so hilariously depicted in his bestselling The Lost Continent, The Life and Times of the Thunderbolt
Kid and Notes from a Big Country, for a fast, exhilarating ride along the Route 66 of American
language and popular culture. In Made in America, Bryson tells the story of how American arose out
of the English language, and along the way, de-mythologizes his native land - explaining how a dusty
desert hamlet with neither woods nor holly became Hollywood, how the Wild West wasn't won, why
Americans say 'lootenant' and 'Toosday', how they were eating junk food long before the word itself
was cooked up - as well as exposing the true origins of the words G-string, blockbuster, poker and
snafu. 'A tremendously sassy work, full of zip, pizzazz and all those other great American qualities'
Will Self, Independent on Sunday

a short history of america: A Short History of America John Ecclesfield Tyler, 1940

a short history of america: A Short History of the American Stomach Frederick Kaufman,
2009 Traces the history of food and the ethics of eating in America from the Puritans to the present
day, discussing such topics as colonial epicures, diet gurus of the nineteenth century, and the
current production of bio-engineered foods.

a short history of america: A Short History of Colonialism Wolfgang Reinhard, 2011-12-15
This well-written and comprehensive book by an outstanding expert provides students of history and
the general reader with reliable, up-to-date information on an essential part of the history of
mankind. It deals with the discoveries; with Portuguese, Dutch, and English trade systems in Asia;
with the Spanish, Portuguese, Dutch, French, and British Colonies in America; the American
plantation economy and the trade in African slaves; with settler colonies in the southern hemisphere;
with US, Russian, and Chinese continental imperialism; with Western colonial rule in Asia and
Africa; and the several waves of decolonization between 1775 and 1989. Twenty-four maps illustrate
the narrative. A useful teaching text, it combines traditional and more recent perspectives to
produce a final balance sheet of Western colonialism and its global heritage. A carefully selected
bibliography encourages further reading.

a short history of america: A Short History of the U.S. Working Class Paul Le Blanc,
2017-01-15 “His aim is to make the history of labor in the U.S. more accessible to students and the
general reader. He succeeds” (Booklist). In a blend of economic, social, and political history, Paul Le
Blanc shows how important labor issues have been, and continue to be, in the forging of our nation.




Within a broad analytical framework, he highlights issues of class, gender, race, and ethnicity, and
includes the views of key figures of United States labor. The result is a thought-provoking look at
centuries of American history from a perspective that is too often ignored or forgotten. “An excellent
overview, enhanced by a valuable glossary.” —Elaine Bernard, director of the Harvard Trade Union
Program

a short history of america: The Council on Foreign Relations George Gavrilis, 2021-03-18 To
mark the centennial of the Council on Foreign Relations, George Gavrilis tells the story of the
organization's founding by a small group of influential New Yorkers at the end of the First World
War and its growth into a diverse national organization and one of America's most prominent
institutions. Drawing from a rich trove of archival sources, oral histories, and contemporary
interviews, Gavrilis crafts an engrossing and intimate account of the Council's path, following it
through the Second World War, its immediate aftermath, the Cold War, Vietnam, the emergence of
globalization, and the rise of China. This short, entertaining, and highly readable book provides an
insider perspective on the major foreign policy issues that shaped the Council-and how the Council
in turn influenced the debates over American foreign policy-and outlines the Council's future role in
a rapidly changing society and world.

a short history of america: A Short History of England's and America's Literature Eva
March Tappan, 1906

a short history of america: A Short History of Parliament Clyve Jones, 2009 This
institutional history charts the development and evolution of parliament from the Scottish and Irish
parliaments, through the post-Act of Union parliament and into the devolved assemblies of the
1990s. It considers all aspects of parliament as an institution, including membership, parties,
constituencies and elections.
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