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Introduction:

Samantha Power's seminal work, A Problem from Hell: America and the Age of Genocide, remains a chillingly
relevant exploration of the United States' response to genocide throughout the 20th century. Published by
Basic Books in 2002, A Problem from Hell by Samantha Power isn't just a historical account; it's a damning
indictment of inaction, a powerful call to action, and a foundational text in the ongoing debate surrounding
the prevention of mass atrocities. This article delves into the book's core arguments, its lasting impact on
policy and academia, and its continuing relevance in a world still grappling with the specter of genocide.

The Core Argument of A Problem from Hell by Samantha Power

Power meticulously documents numerous instances of genocide—from the Armenian genocide to the Rwandan
genocide—demonstrating a recurring pattern of US government indifference, bureaucratic inertia, and a
prioritization of political expediency over humanitarian intervention. A Problem from Hell by Samantha Power
powerfully argues that this consistent failure to act, driven by a complex interplay of political, economic,
and ideological factors, constitutes a moral failing of significant proportions. She dissects the internal
debates within the US government, revealing the often-conflicting priorities and the chilling ease with which the
plight of distant populations could be dismissed.

Impact on Policy and the "Responsibility to Protect" (R2P) Doctrine

The book's publication had a profound impact on the discourse surrounding genocide prevention. A Problem from
Hell by Samantha Power provided compelling evidence for the need for a more proactive and consistent
approach to addressing mass atrocities. It significantly contributed to the development and adoption of the
"Responsibility to Protect" (R2P) doctrine, a landmark international commitment that places the onus on the
international community to prevent and respond to genocide, war crimes, ethnic cleansing, and crimes against
humanity. While R2P has faced criticisms and limitations in its implementation, A Problem from Hell by Samantha
Power served as a crucial catalyst for its creation.

Criticisms and Ongoing Debates



While widely praised, A Problem from Hell by Samantha Power hasn't been without its critics. Some have
questioned the scope of the book's analysis, arguing that it overemphasizes the role of the US government
while overlooking other contributing factors. Others have criticized the book's potential for "mission creep,"
suggesting that a too-broad interpretation of R2P could lead to unwarranted interventions. Nevertheless,
these critiques don't diminish the book's enduring significance as a powerful and influential work.

The Enduring Relevance of A Problem from Hell by Samantha Power

In the years since its publication, the world has witnessed further instances of mass violence and atrocities.
From Darfur to Syria, the lessons highlighted in A Problem from Hell by Samantha Power remain tragically
relevant. The book's exploration of the bureaucratic and political obstacles to intervention offers valuable
insights into the complexities of preventing genocide. Understanding these challenges is crucial for developing
effective strategies to protect vulnerable populations and hold perpetrators accountable.

A Problem from Hell by Samantha Power and the Future of Genocide Prevention

A Problem from Hell by Samantha Power serves as a stark reminder of the devastating consequences of
inaction in the face of mass atrocities. While the book’s focus is on the US response, its implications extend far
beyond. It highlights the shared responsibility of the international community to prevent genocide and the urgent
need for more robust mechanisms for early warning, rapid response, and accountability. The book compels us to
examine our own complicity, our own potential for inaction, and to confront the uncomfortable truths about
our collective response to suffering on a global scale. The ongoing relevance of A Problem from Hell by
Samantha Power underscores the need for continued vigilance, critical analysis, and a renewed commitment to
preventing future genocides.

Conclusion:

A Problem from Hell by Samantha Power is more than just a historical account; it's a powerful call to
action that continues to resonate deeply within the spheres of international relations, human rights, and
political science. Its enduring legacy lies not only in its meticulous documentation of past failures but also in
its contribution to the ongoing struggle to prevent future atrocities. The book remains an essential read for
anyone seeking to understand the complexities of genocide and the urgent need for effective prevention
strategies.

FAQs:

What is the central argument of A Problem from Hell by Samantha Power? The central argument is that1.
the US government's repeated failures to respond effectively to genocide throughout the 20th century
constitute a moral failing, driven by a complex interplay of political, economic, and ideological factors.

What is the "Responsibility to Protect" (R2P) doctrine? R2P is an international commitment that places1.
the onus on the international community to prevent and respond to genocide, war crimes, ethnic cleansing,
and crimes against humanity.

How did A Problem from Hell influence the development of R2P? The book provided compelling evidence1.
supporting the need for a more proactive approach to preventing mass atrocities, significantly
contributing to the creation and adoption of R2P.



What are some criticisms of A Problem from Hell? Some critics argue the book overemphasizes the US1.
role, overlooks other factors contributing to genocide, and might lead to unwarranted interventions
under R2P.

Is A Problem from Hell still relevant today? Absolutely. The book's lessons about political obstacles1.
to intervention remain tragically relevant in light of ongoing conflicts and atrocities worldwide.

Who is Samantha Power? Samantha Power is a prominent political scientist, author, and former US1.
Ambassador to the United Nations.

What is the significance of A Problem from Hell in the field of international relations? It's a landmark1.
work that significantly shaped the debate surrounding genocide prevention and the development of R2P.

What is the book's impact on policymaking? It spurred discussions and policy changes aimed at improving1.
early warning systems, promoting intervention strategies, and holding perpetrators accountable.

Where can I find A Problem from Hell to read? The book is available in most bookstores, both online and1.
physical, and through major library systems.

Related Articles:

"The Responsibility to Protect: From Norm to Practice": Examines the implementation and challenges of1.
the R2P doctrine since its adoption.

"Genocide and the International Community: A Critical Assessment": Analyzes the international1.
community's response to genocide across various historical cases.

"The Politics of Genocide Prevention: A Comparative Study": Compares and contrasts different1.
approaches to genocide prevention in various countries.

"Early Warning Systems for Mass Atrocities: Effectiveness and Limitations": Evaluates the1.
effectiveness of early warning systems in preventing mass atrocities.



"The Role of Civil Society in Preventing Genocide": Explores the role and impact of civil society1.
organizations in genocide prevention efforts.

"The Rwandan Genocide: A Case Study in Failure": A detailed analysis of the Rwandan genocide and the1.
international community’s response.

"The Armenian Genocide: A Century of Denial": Examines the Armenian Genocide and the ongoing struggle1.
for recognition and justice.

"The Darfur Genocide: A Case Study in Impunity": Analyzes the Darfur genocide and the lack of effective1.
international intervention.

"Samantha Power and the Politics of Human Rights": A biographical exploration of Samantha Power's1.
career and her contributions to human rights advocacy.

��a problem from hell by samantha power: "A Problem from Hell" Samantha Power,
2013-05-14 From former UN Ambassador and author of the New York Times bestseller The
Education of an Idealist Samantha Power, the Pulitzer Prize-winning book on America's repeated
failure to stop genocides around the world In her prizewinning examination of the last century of
American history, Samantha Power asks the haunting question: Why do American leaders who vow
never again repeatedly fail to stop genocide? Power, a professor at the Harvard Kennedy School and
the former US Ambassador to the United Nations, draws upon exclusive interviews with
Washington's top policymakers, thousands of declassified documents, and her own reporting from
modern killing fields to provide the answer. A Problem from Hell shows how decent Americans
inside and outside government refused to get involved despite chilling warnings, and tells the stories
of the courageous Americans who risked their careers and lives in an effort to get the United States
to act. A modern classic and an angry, brilliant, fiercely useful, absolutely essential book (New
Republic), A Problem from Hell has forever reshaped debates about American foreign policy. Winner
of the Pulitzer Prize Winner of the Robert F. Kennedy Book Award Winner of the National Book
Critics Circle Award Winner of the J. Anthony Lukas Book Prize Winner of the Anisfield-Wolf Book
Award Winner of the Raphael Lemkin Award
  a problem from hell by samantha power: A Problem from Hell: America and the Age of
Genocide Samantha Power, 2010-06-10 Winner of the Pulitzer Prize for Non-Fiction ‘A devastating
indictment’ SUNDAY TIMES ‘An important book, a superb piece of reporting’ OBSERVER ‘With
great narrative verve, and a sober and subtle intelligence, she carries us deep behind the scenes of
history-in-the-making’ PHILIP GOUREVITCH
  a problem from hell by samantha power: The Education of an Idealist Samantha Power,
2019-09-10 A NEW YORK TIMES, WALL STREET JOURNAL, AND USA TODAY BESTSELLER An
intimate, powerful, and galvanizing memoir by Pulitzer Prize winner, human rights advocate, and



former US Ambassador to the UN Samantha Power. Named one of the best books of the year: The
New York Times • National Public Radio • Time • The Economist • The Washington Post • Vanity
Fair • Christian Science Monitor • Publishers Weekly • Audible “Her highly personal and reflective
memoir . . . is a must-read for anyone who cares about our role in a changing world.”—President
Barack Obama Includes an updated afterword Tracing her distinctly American journey from
immigrant to war correspondent to presidential Cabinet official, Samantha Power’s acclaimed
memoir is a unique blend of suspenseful storytelling, vivid character portraits, and shrewd political
insight. After her critiques of US foreign policy caught the eye of Senator Barack Obama, he invited
her to work with him on Capitol Hill and then on his presidential campaign. When Obama won the
presidency, Power went from being an activist outsider to serving as his human rights adviser and,
in 2013, becoming the youngest-ever US Ambassador to the United Nations. Power transports us
from her childhood in Dublin to the streets of war-torn Bosnia to the White House Situation Room
and the world of high-stakes diplomacy, offering a compelling and deeply honest look at navigating
the halls of power while trying to put one’s ideals into practice. Along the way, she lays bare the
searing battles and defining moments of her life, shows how she juggled the demands of a 24/7
national security job with raising two young children, and makes the case for how we each can
advance the cause of human dignity. This is an unforgettable account of the power of idealism—and
of one person’s fierce determination to make a difference. “This is a wonderful book. […] The
interweaving of Power’s personal story, family story, diplomatic history and moral arguments is
executed seamlessly and with unblinking honesty.”—THOMAS L. FRIEDMAN, The New York Times
Book Review “Truly engrossing…A pleasure to read.”—RACHEL MADDOW “A beautiful memoir
about the times we’re living in and the questions we must ask ourselves…I honestly couldn’t put it
down.” —CHERYL STRAYED, author of Wild “Power’s compelling memoir provides critically
important insights we should all understand as we face some of the most vexing issues of our time.”
—BRYAN STEVENSON, author of Just Mercy
  a problem from hell by samantha power: Chasing the Flame Samantha Power, 2008-02-14
Now a Netflix biopic, Sergio, with Narcos star Wagner Moura playing diplomat Sergio Vieira de
Mello. The best way to understand today's messy world is to read about the inspiring life and
diplomatic genius of Sergio Vieira de Mello. –Walter Isaacson Before his death in 2003 in Iraq's first
major suicide bomb attack, Sergio Vieira de Mello--a humanitarian and peacemaker with the United
Nations--placed himself at the center of the most significant geopolitical crises of the last
half-century. He cut deals with the murderous Khmer Rouge in Cambodia, forcibly confronted
genocidal killers from Rwanda, and used his intellect and charisma to try to tame militant extremists
in Lebanon, Afghanistan, and Iraq. Known as a cross between James Bond and Bobby Kennedy,
Vieira de Mello managed to save lives in the world's most dangerous places, while also pressing the
world's most powerful countries to join him in grappling with such urgent dilemmas as: When should
killers be engaged, and when should they be shunned? When is military force justified? How can
outsiders play a role in healing broken people and broken places? He did not have the luxury of
merely posing these questions; Vieira de Mello had to find answers, apply them, and live with the
consequences. With Chasing the Flame, Pulitzer Prize winner and author of The Education of an
Idealist Samantha Power offers a profile in courage and humanity--and an unforgettable meditation
on how best to manage the deadly challenges of the twenty-first century.
  a problem from hell by samantha power: The Unquiet American Derek Chollet, Samantha
Power, 2011-11-08 Richard Holbrooke, who died in December 2010, was a pivotal player in U.S.
diplomacy for more than forty years. Most recently special envoy for Iraq and Afghanistan under
President Obama, Holbrooke also served as assistant secretary of state for both Asia and Europe,
and as ambassador to both Germany and the United Nations. He had a key role in brokering a peace
agreement among warring factions in Bosnia that led to the Dayton Peace Accords in 1995. Widely
regarded to possess one of the most penetrating minds of any modern diplomat of any nation,
Holbrooke was also well known for his outsized personality, and his capacity to charm and offend in
equally colossal measures. In this book, the friends and colleagues who knew him best survey his



accomplishments as a diplomat, activist, and author. Excerpts from Holbrooke's own writings further
illuminate each significant period of his career. The Unquiet American is both a tribute to an
exceptional public servant and a backstage history of the last half-century of American foreign
policy.
  a problem from hell by samantha power: Totally Unofficial Raphael Lemkin, 2013-06-24
Presents the never-before-published autobiography of Raphael Lemkin, who immigrated to the U.S.
during World War II and made it his life's work to fight genocide, a term he coined, with the might of
the U.N. Genocide Convention.
  a problem from hell by samantha power: Ten Lessons for a Post-Pandemic World Fareed
Zakaria, 2020-10-06 New York Times Bestseller COVID-19 is speeding up history, but how? What is
the shape of the world to come? Lenin once said, There are decades when nothing happens and
weeks when decades happen. This is one of those times when history has sped up. CNN host and
best-selling author Fareed Zakaria helps readers to understand the nature of a post-pandemic world:
the political, social, technological, and economic consequences that may take years to unfold.
Written in the form of ten lessons, covering topics from natural and biological risks to the rise of
digital life to an emerging bipolar world order, Zakaria helps readers to begin thinking beyond the
immediate effects of COVID-19. Ten Lessons for a Post-Pandemic World speaks to past, present, and
future, and, while urgent and timely, is sure to become an enduring reflection on life in the early
twenty-first century.
  a problem from hell by samantha power: Sergio Samantha Power, 2010-03-30 Now a Netflix
biopic, with Narcos star Wagner Moura playing diplomat Sergio Vieira de Mello. The best way to
understand today's messy world is to read about the inspiring life and diplomatic genius of Sergio
Vieira de Mello. –Walter Isaacson Originally published as Chasing the Flame. Before his death in
2003 in Iraq's first major suicide bomb attack, Sergio Vieira de Mello--a humanitarian and
peacemaker with the United Nations--placed himself at the center of the most significant geopolitical
crises of the last half-century. He cut deals with the murderous Khmer Rouge in Cambodia, forcibly
confronted genocidal killers from Rwanda, and used his intellect and charisma to try to tame militant
extremists in Lebanon, Afghanistan, and Iraq. Known as a cross between James Bond and Bobby
Kennedy, Vieira de Mello managed to save lives in the world's most dangerous places, while also
pressing the world's most powerful countries to join him in grappling with such urgent dilemmas as:
When should killers be engaged, and when should they be shunned? When is military force justified?
How can outsiders play a role in healing broken people and broken places? He did not have the
luxury of merely posing these questions; Vieira de Mello had to find answers, apply them, and live
with the consequences. With Sergio, Pulitzer Prize winner and author of The Education of an Idealist
Samantha Power offers a profile in courage and humanity--and an unforgettable meditation on how
best to manage the deadly challenges of the twenty-first century.
  a problem from hell by samantha power: The Unconquerable World Jonathan Schell,
2004-07-07 Argues for an end to the belief that military domination is the best path to global peace,
offering the tradition of nonviolent political action and passive resistance in its stead.
  a problem from hell by samantha power: Between Vengeance and Forgiveness Martha
Minow, 2001-01-17 The rise of collective violence and genocide is the twentieth century's most
terrible legacy. Martha Minow, a Harvard law professor and one of our most brilliant and humane
legal minds, offers a landmark book on our attempts to heal after such large-scale tragedy. Writing
with informed, searching prose of the extraordinary drama of the truth commissions in Argentina,
East Germany, and most notably South Africa; war-crime prosecutions in Nuremberg and Bosnia;
and reparations in America, Minow looks at the strategies and results of these riveting national
experiments in justice and healing.
  a problem from hell by samantha power: Fighting for Darfur Rebecca Hamilton, 2011-02-01
Around the world, millions of people have added their voices to protest marches and demonstrations
because they believe that, together, they can make a difference. When we failed to stop the genocide
in Rwanda in 1994, we promised to never let such a thing happen again. But nine years later, as



news began to trickle out of killings in western Sudan, an area known as Darfur, the international
community again faced the problem of how the United Nations and the United States government
could respond to mass atrocity. Rebecca Hamilton passionately narrates the six-year grassroots
campaign to draw global attention to the plight of Darfur's people. From college students who
galvanized entire university campuses in the belief that their outcry could save millions of Darfuris
still at risk, to celebrities such as Mia Farrow, who spurred politicians to act, to Steven Spielberg,
who boycotted the 2008 Summer Olympics in Beijing, Hamilton details how advocacy for Darfur was
an exuberant, multibillion-dollar effort. She then does what no one has done to date: she takes us
into the corridors of power and the camps of Darfur, and reveals the impact of ordinary people's
fierce determination to uphold the mantra of never again. Fighting for Darfur weaves a gripping
story that both dramatizes our moral dilemma and shows the promise and perils of citizen
engagement in a new era of global compassion.
  a problem from hell by samantha power: Axis Rule in Occupied Europe Raphael Lemkin,
2014 In this study Polish emigre Raphael Lemkin (1900-1959) coined the term 'genocide' and
defined it as a subject of international law--Provided by publisher.
  a problem from hell by samantha power: Never Again? Peter Ronayne, 2001 Where will the
first genocide of the 21st century occur? As the cases in Never Again? indicate, it's not a question of
whether but when and where. The 20th century is notorious for several genocides beyond the
infamous Nazi eradication of six million Jews, and this book covers three important cases in specific
detail: Cambodia, Bosnia, and Rwanda. Beyond that, Never Again? explores the uneasy U.S.
relationship to the U.N. Genocide Convention and posits an analysis of U.S. response to genocide
past and forthcoming: nonintervention followed by post-genocide justice. Visit our website for
sample chapters!
  a problem from hell by samantha power: Why Evolution is True Jerry A. Coyne, 2010-01-14
For all the discussion in the media about creationism and 'Intelligent Design', virtually nothing has
been said about the evidence in question - the evidence for evolution by natural selection. Yet, as
this succinct and important book shows, that evidence is vast, varied, and magnificent, and drawn
from many disparate fields of science. The very latest research is uncovering a stream of evidence
revealing evolution in action - from the actual observation of a species splitting into two, to new
fossil discoveries, to the deciphering of the evidence stored in our genome. Why Evolution is True
weaves together the many threads of modern work in genetics, palaeontology, geology, molecular
biology, anatomy, and development to demonstrate the 'indelible stamp' of the processes first
proposed by Darwin. It is a crisp, lucid, and accessible statement that will leave no one with an open
mind in any doubt about the truth of evolution.
  a problem from hell by samantha power: The Way of Kings Brandon Sanderson,
2014-03-04 A new epic fantasy series from the New York Times bestselling author chosen to
complete Robert Jordan's The Wheel of Time® Series
  a problem from hell by samantha power: The Failure to Prevent Genocide in Rwanda
Fred Grünfeld, Anke Huijboom, 2007-05-23 This volume is about the failure to prevent genocide in
Rwanda in 1994. In particular, the research focuses on why the early warnings of an emerging
genocide were not translated into early preventative action. The warnings were well documented by
the most authoritative source, the Canadian U.N. peace-keeping commander General Romeo Dallaire
and sent to the leading political civil servants in New York. The communications and the
decisionmaking are scrutinized, i.e., who received what messages at what time, to whom the
messages were forwarded and which (non-) decisions were taken in response to the alarming reports
of weapon deliveries and atrocities. This book makes clear that this genocide could have been
prevented. Published under the Transnational Publishers imprint.
  a problem from hell by samantha power: Shake Hands With the Devil Romeo Dallaire,
2009-02-24 On the tenth anniversary of the date that UN peacekeepers landed in Rwanda, Random
House Canada is proud to publish the unforgettable first-hand account of the genocide by the man
who led the UN mission. Digging deep into shattering memories, General Dallaire has written a



powerful story of betrayal, naïveté, racism and international politics. His message is simple and
undeniable: “Never again.” When Lt-Gen. Roméo Dallaire received the call to serve as force
commander of the UN intervention in Rwanda in 1993, he thought he was heading off on a modest
and straightforward peacekeeping mission. Thirteen months later he flew home from Africa, broken,
disillusioned and suicidal, having witnessed the slaughter of 800,000 Rwandans in only a hundred
days. In Shake Hands with the Devil, he takes the reader with him on a return voyage into the hell of
Rwanda, vividly recreating the events the international community turned its back on. This book is
an unsparing eyewitness account of the failure by humanity to stop the genocide, despite timely
warnings. Woven through the story of this disastrous mission is Dallaire’s own journey from
confident Cold Warrior, to devastated UN commander, to retired general engaged in a painful
struggle to find a measure of peace, reconciliation and hope. This book is General Dallaire’s personal
account of his conversion from a man certain of his worth and secure in his assumptions to a man
conscious of his own weaknesses and failures and critical of the institutions he’d relied on. It might
not sit easily with standard ideas of military leadership, but understanding what happened to
General Dallaire and his mission to Rwanda is crucial to understanding the moral minefields our
peacekeepers are forced to negotiate when we ask them to step into the world’s dirty wars. Excerpt
from Shake Hands with the Devil My story is not a strictly military account nor a clinical, academic
study of the breakdown of Rwanda. It is not a simplistic indictment of the many failures of the UN as
a force for peace in the world. It is not a story of heroes and villains, although such a work could
easily be written. This book is a cri de coeur for the slaughtered thousands, a tribute to the souls
hacked apart by machetes because of their supposed difference from those who sought to hang on to
power. . . . This book is the account of a few humans who were entrusted with the role of helping
others taste the fruits of peace. Instead, we watched as the devil took control of paradise on earth
and fed on the blood of the people we were supposed to protect.
  a problem from hell by samantha power: First Do No Harm David N. Gibbs, 2009 In First Do
No Harm, David Gibbs raises basic questions about the humanitarian interventions that have played
a key role in U.S. foreign policy for the past twenty years. Using a wide range of sources, including
government documents, transcripts of international war crimes trials, and memoirs, Gibbs shows
how these interventions often heightened violence and increased human suffering. The book focuses
on the 1991--99 breakup of Yugoslavia, which helped forge the idea that the United States and its
allies could stage humanitarian interventions that would end ethnic strife. It is widely believed that
NATO bombing campaigns in Bosnia and Kosovo played a vital role in stopping Serb-directed
aggression, and thus resolving the conflict. Gibbs challenges this view, offering an extended critique
of Samantha Power's Pulitzer Prize-winning book, A Problem from Hell: America in the Age of
Genocide. He shows that intervention contributed to the initial breakup of Yugoslavia, and then
helped spread the violence and destruction. Gibbs also explains how the motives for U.S.
intervention were rooted in its struggle for continued hegemony in Europe. First Do No Harm
argues for a new, noninterventionist model for U.S. foreign policy, one that deploys nonmilitary
methods for addressing ethnic violence.
  a problem from hell by samantha power: Blood and Soil Ben Kiernan, 2008-10-01 A book of
surpassing importance that should be required reading for leaders and policymakers throughout the
world For thirty years Ben Kiernan has been deeply involved in the study of genocide and crimes
against humanity. He has played a key role in unearthing confidential documentation of the
atrocities committed by the Khmer Rouge. His writings have transformed our understanding not
only of twentieth-century Cambodia but also of the historical phenomenon of genocide. This new
book—the first global history of genocide and extermination from ancient times—is among his most
important achievements. Kiernan examines outbreaks of mass violence from the classical era to the
present, focusing on worldwide colonial exterminations and twentieth-century case studies including
the Armenian genocide, the Nazi Holocaust, Stalin’s mass murders, and the Cambodian and
Rwandan genocides. He identifies connections, patterns, and features that in nearly every case gave
early warning of the catastrophe to come: racism or religious prejudice, territorial expansionism,



and cults of antiquity and agrarianism. The ideologies that have motivated perpetrators of mass
killings in the past persist in our new century, says Kiernan. He urges that we heed the rich
historical evidence with its telltale signs for predicting and preventing future genocides.
  a problem from hell by samantha power: Amity and Prosperity Eliza Griswold, 2018-06-12
Winner of the 2019 Pulitzer Prize for General Nonfiction In Amity and Prosperity, the prizewinning
poet and journalist Eliza Griswold tells the story of the energy boom’s impact on a small town at the
edge of Appalachia and one woman’s transformation from a struggling single parent to an unlikely
activist. Stacey Haney is a local nurse working hard to raise two kids and keep up her small farm
when the fracking boom comes to her hometown of Amity, Pennsylvania. Intrigued by reports of
lucrative natural gas leases in her neighbors’ mailboxes, she strikes a deal with a Texas-based
energy company. Soon trucks begin rumbling past her small farm, a fenced-off drill site rises on an
adjacent hilltop, and domestic animals and pets start to die. When mysterious sicknesses begin to
afflict her children, she appeals to the company for help. Its representatives insist that nothing is
wrong. Alarmed by her children’s illnesses, Haney joins with neighbors and a committed
husband-and-wife legal team to investigate what’s really in the water and air. Against local
opposition, Haney and her allies doggedly pursue their case in court and begin to expose the
damage that’s being done to the land her family has lived on for centuries. Soon a community that
has long been suspicious of outsiders faces wrenching new questions about who is responsible for
their fate, and for redressing it: The faceless corporations that are poisoning the land? The
environmentalists who fail to see their economic distress? A federal government that is mandated to
protect but fails on the job? Drawing on seven years of immersive reporting, Griswold reveals what
happens when an imperiled town faces a crisis of values, and a family wagers everything on an
improbable quest for justice.
  a problem from hell by samantha power: Border Wars Julie Hirschfeld Davis, Michael D.
Shear, 2019-10-08 Two New York Times Washington correspondents provide a detailed, “fact-based
account of what precipitated some of this administration’s more brazen assaults on immigration”
(The Washington Post) filled with never-before-told stories of this key issue of Donald Trump’s
presidency. No issue matters more to Donald Trump and his administration than restricting
immigration. Julie Hirschfeld Davis and Michael D. Shear have covered the Trump administration
from its earliest days. In Border Wars, they take us inside the White House to document how
Stephen Miller and other anti-immigration officials blocked asylum-seekers and refugees, separated
families, threatened deportation, and sought to erode the longstanding bipartisan consensus that
immigration and immigrants make positive contributions to America. Their revelation of Trump’s
desire for a border moat filled with alligators made national news. As the authors reveal, Trump has
used immigration to stoke fears (“the caravan”), attack Democrats and the courts, and distract from
negative news and political difficulties. As he seeks reelection in 2020, Trump has elevated
immigration in the imaginations of many Americans into a national crisis. Border Wars identifies the
players behind Trump’s anti-immigration policies, showing how they planned, stumbled and fought
their way toward changes that have further polarized the nation. “[Davis and Shear’s] exquisitely
reported Border Wars reveals the shattering horror of the moment, [and] the mercurial unreliability
and instability of the president” (The New York Times Book Review).
  a problem from hell by samantha power: Why Baseball Matters Susan Jacoby, 2018-03-20
Baseball, first dubbed the “national pastime” in print in 1856, is the country’s most tradition-bound
sport. Despite remaining popular and profitable into the twenty-first century, the game is losing
young fans, among African Americans and women as well as white men. Furthermore, baseball’s
greatest charm—a clockless suspension of time—is also its greatest liability in a culture of digital
distraction. These paradoxes are explored by the historian and passionate baseball fan Susan Jacoby
in a book that is both a love letter to the game and a tough-minded analysis of the current challenges
to its special position—in reality and myth—in American culture. The concise but wide-ranging
analysis moves from the Civil War—when many soldiers played ball in northern and southern
prisoner-of-war camps—to interviews with top baseball officials and young men who prefer playing



online “fantasy baseball” to attending real games. Revisiting her youthful days of watching televised
baseball in her grandfather’s bar, the author links her love of the game with the informal education
she received in everything from baseball’s history of racial segregation to pitch location. Jacoby
argues forcefully that the major challenge to baseball today is a shortened attention span at odds
with a long game in which great hitters fail two out of three times. Without sanitizing this basic
problem, Why Baseball Matters remind us that the game has retained its grip on our hearts precisely
because it has repeatedly demonstrated the ability to reinvent itself in times of immense social
change.
  a problem from hell by samantha power: The End of the Myth Greg Grandin, 2019-03-05
WINNER OF THE PULITZER PRIZE A new and eye-opening interpretation of the meaning of the
frontier, from early westward expansion to Trump’s border wall. Ever since this nation’s inception,
the idea of an open and ever-expanding frontier has been central to American identity. Symbolizing a
future of endless promise, it was the foundation of the United States’ belief in itself as an
exceptional nation – democratic, individualistic, forward-looking. Today, though, America hasa new
symbol: the border wall. In The End of the Myth, acclaimed historian Greg Grandin explores the
meaning of the frontier throughout the full sweep of U.S. history – from the American Revolution to
the War of 1898, the New Deal to the election of 2016. For centuries, he shows, America’s constant
expansion – fighting wars and opening markets – served as a “gate of escape,” helping to deflect
domestic political and economic conflicts outward. But this deflection meant that the country’s
problems, from racism to inequality, were never confronted directly. And now, the combined
catastrophe of the 2008 financial meltdown and our unwinnable wars in the Middle East have
slammed this gate shut, bringing political passions that had long been directed elsewhere back
home. It is this new reality, Grandin says, that explains the rise of reactionary populism and racist
nationalism, the extreme anger and polarization that catapulted Trump to the presidency. The
border wall may or may not be built, but it will survive as a rallying point, an allegorical tombstone
marking the end of American exceptionalism.
  a problem from hell by samantha power: When Should Law Forgive? Martha Minow,
2019-09-24 “Martha Minow is a voice of moral clarity: a lawyer arguing for forgiveness, a scholar
arguing for evidence, a person arguing for compassion.” —Jill Lepore, author of These Truths In an
age increasingly defined by accusation and resentment, Martha Minow makes an eloquent,
deeply-researched argument in favor of strengthening the role of forgiveness in the administration
of law. Through three case studies, Minow addresses such foundational issues as: Who has the right
to forgive? Who should be forgiven? And under what terms? The result is as lucid as it is
compassionate: A compelling study of the mechanisms of justice by one of this country’s foremost
legal experts.
  a problem from hell by samantha power: Liars Cass R. Sunstein, 2021-02-04 A powerful
analysis of why lies and falsehoods spread so rapidly now, and how we can reform our laws and
policies regarding speech to alleviate the problem. Lying has been with us from time immemorial.
Yet today is different-and in many respects worse. All over the world, people are circulating
damaging lies, and these falsehoods are amplified as never before through powerful social media
platforms that reach billions. Liars are saying that COVID-19 is a hoax. They are claiming that
vaccines cause autism. They are lying about public officials and about people who aspire to high
office. They are lying about their friends and neighbors. They are trying to sell products on the basis
of untruths. Unfriendly governments, including Russia, are circulating lies in order to destabilize
other nations, including the United Kingdom and the United States. In the face of those problems,
the renowned legal scholar Cass Sunstein probes the fundamental question of how we can deter lies
while also protecting freedom of speech. To be sure, we cannot eliminate lying, nor should we try to
do so. Sunstein shows why free societies must generally allow falsehoods and lies, which cannot and
should not be excised from democratic debate. A main reason is that we cannot trust governments to
make unbiased judgments about what counts as fake news. However, governments should have the
power to regulate specific kinds of falsehoods: those that genuinely endanger health, safety, and the



capacity of the public to govern itself. Sunstein also suggests that private institutions, such as
Facebook and Twitter, have a great deal of room to stop the spread of falsehoods, and they should
be exercising their authority far more than they are now doing. As Sunstein contends, we are
allowing far too many lies, including those that both threaten public health and undermine the
foundations of democracy itself.
  a problem from hell by samantha power: Unrivaled Michael C. Beckley, 2018-09-15 Beckley
demonstrates that no country is poised to upend American primacy, not economically, not militarily,
and not technologically.... The evidence he assembles should be part of any serious debate about
where we are headed.― The New York Times The United States has been the world's dominant
power for more than a century. Now many analysts believe that other countries are rising and the
United States is in decline. Is the unipolar moment over? Is America finished as a superpower? In
this book, Michael Beckley argues that the United States has unique advantages over other nations
that, if used wisely, will allow it to remain the world's sole superpower throughout this century. We
are not living in a transitional, post-Cold War era. Instead, we are in the midst of what he calls the
unipolar era—a period as singular and important as any epoch in modern history. This era, Beckley
contends, will endure because the US has a much larger economic and military lead over its closest
rival, China, than most people think and the best prospects of any nation to amass wealth and power
in the decades ahead. Deeply researched and brilliantly argued, this book covers hundreds of years
of great power politics and develops new methods for measuring power and predicting the rise and
fall of nations. By documenting long-term trends in the global balance of power and explaining their
implications for world politics, the book provides guidance for policymakers, businesspeople, and
scholars alike.
  a problem from hell by samantha power: East West Street Philippe Sands, 2016-05-24 A
profound, important book, a moving personal detective story and an uncovering of secret pasts, set
in Europe’s center, the city of bright colors—Lviv, Ukraine, dividing east from west, north from
south, in what had been the Austro-Hungarian Empire. A book that explores the development of the
world-changing legal concepts of “genocide” and “crimes against humanity” that came about as a
result of the unprecedented atrocities of Hitler’s Third Reich. It is also a spellbinding family memoir,
as the author traces the mysterious story of his grandfather as he maneuvered through Europe in
the face of Nazi atrocities. This is “a monumental achievement ... told with love, anger and
precision” (John le Carré, acclaimed internationally bestselling author). East West Street looks at the
personal and intellectual evolution of the two men who simultaneously originated the ideas of
“genocide” and “crimes against humanity,” both of whom, not knowing the other, studied at the
same university with the same professors, in “the Paris of Ukraine,” a major cultural center of
Europe, a city variously called Lemberg, Lwów, Lvov, or Lviv. Phillipe Sands changes the way we
look at the world, at our understanding of history and how civilization has tried to cope with mass
murder
  a problem from hell by samantha power: The Key to My Neighbor's House Elizabeth
Neuffer, 2015-04-21 Interviewing war criminals and their victims, Neuffer explains, through the
voices of people she follows over the course of a decade, how genocide erodes a nation's social and
political environment. Her characters' stories and their competing notions of justice-from searching
for the bodies of loved ones, to demanding war crime trials, to seeking bloody revenge-convinces
readers that crimes against humanity cannot be resolved by simple talk of forgiveness,or through
the more common recourse to forgetfulness.
  a problem from hell by samantha power: Why Not Kill Them All? Daniel Chirot, Clark
McCauley, 2010-07-01 Genocide, mass murder, massacres. The words themselves are chilling,
evoking images of the slaughter of countless innocents. What dark impulses lurk in our minds that
even today can justify the eradication of thousands and even millions of unarmed human beings
caught in the crossfire of political, cultural, or ethnic hostilities? This question lies at the heart of
Why Not Kill Them All? Cowritten by historical sociologist Daniel Chirot and psychologist Clark
McCauley, the book goes beyond exploring the motives that have provided the psychological



underpinnings for genocidal killings. It offers a historical and comparative context that adds up to a
causal taxonomy of genocidal events. Rather than suggesting that such horrors are the product of
abnormal or criminal minds, the authors emphasize the normality of these horrors: killing by
category has occurred on every continent and in every century. But genocide is much less common
than the imbalance of power that makes it possible. Throughout history human societies have
developed techniques aimed at limiting intergroup violence. Incorporating ethnographic, historical,
and current political evidence, this book examines the mechanisms of constraint that human
societies have employed to temper partisan passions and reduce carnage. Might an understanding of
these mechanisms lead the world of the twenty-first century away from mass murder? Why Not Kill
Them All? makes clear that there are no simple solutions, but that progress is most likely to be made
through a combination of international pressures, new institutions and laws, and education. If
genocide is to become a grisly relic of the past, we must fully comprehend the complex history of
violent conflict and the struggle between hatred and tolerance that is waged in the human heart. In
a new preface, the authors discuss recent mass violence and reaffirm the importance of education
and understanding in the prevention of future genocides.
  a problem from hell by samantha power: Dispatches from Hell Melvin I. Cooperman, 1985
  a problem from hell by samantha power: The Undying Anne Boyer, 2019-09-17 WINNER OF
THE 2020 PULITZER PRIZE IN GENERAL NONFICTION The Undying is a startling, urgent
intervention in our discourses about sickness and health, art and science, language and literature,
and mortality and death. In dissecting what she terms 'the ideological regime of cancer,' Anne Boyer
has produced a profound and unforgettable document on the experience of life itself. —Sally Rooney,
author of Normal People Anne Boyer’s radically unsentimental account of cancer and the
'carcinogenosphere' obliterates cliche. By demonstrating how her utterly specific experience is also
irreducibly social, she opens up new spaces for thinking and feeling together. The Undying is an
outraged, beautiful, and brilliant work of embodied critique. —Ben Lerner, author of The Topeka
School A week after her forty-first birthday, the acclaimed poet Anne Boyer was diagnosed with
highly aggressive triple-negative breast cancer. For a single mother living paycheck to paycheck
who had always been the caregiver rather than the one needing care, the catastrophic illness was
both a crisis and an initiation into new ideas about mortality and the gendered politics of illness. A
twenty-first-century Illness as Metaphor, as well as a harrowing memoir of survival, The Undying
explores the experience of illness as mediated by digital screens, weaving in ancient Roman dream
diarists, cancer hoaxers and fetishists, cancer vloggers, corporate lies, John Donne, pro-pain
”dolorists,” the ecological costs of chemotherapy, and the many little murders of capitalism. It
excoriates the pharmaceutical industry and the bland hypocrisies of ”pink ribbon culture” while also
diving into the long literary line of women writing about their own illnesses and ongoing deaths:
Audre Lorde, Kathy Acker, Susan Sontag, and others. A genre-bending memoir in the tradition of
The Argonauts, The Undying will break your heart, make you angry enough to spit, and show you
contemporary America as a thing both desperately ill and occasionally, perversely glorious. Includes
black-and-white illustrations
  a problem from hell by samantha power: Baroness Cox Lela Gilbert, 2007 The inspiring life
story of Baroness Caroline Cox, who has used her position in British government to turn the world's
attention to humanitarian causes around the globe. With true Christian compassion fused with fierce
courage, Lady Cox continues to shun mere observation for frontline participation. --Charles Colson,
Wilberforce Award citation, Washington, USA.
  a problem from hell by samantha power: Strange Rebels Christian Caryl, 2014-03-11 Few
moments in history have seen as many seismic transformations as 1979. That single year marked the
emergence of revolutionary Islam as a political force on the world stage, the beginning of market
revolutions in China and Britain that would fuel globalization and radically alter the international
economy, and the first stirrings of the resistance movements in Eastern Europe and Afghanistan that
ultimately led to the collapse of the Soviet Union. More than any other year in the latter half of the
twentieth century, 1979 heralded the economic, political, and religious realities that define the



twenty-first. In Strange Rebels, veteran journalist Christian Caryl shows how the world we live in
today -- and the problems that plague it -- began to take shape in this pivotal year. 1979, he explains,
saw a series of counterrevolutions against the progressive consensus that had dominated the
postwar era. The year's epic upheavals embodied a startling conservative challenge to communist
and socialist systems around the globe, fundamentally transforming politics and economics
worldwide. In China, 1979 marked the start of sweeping market-oriented reforms that have made
the country the economic powerhouse it is today. 1979 was also the year that Pope John Paul II
traveled to Poland, confronting communism in Eastern Europe by reigniting its people's suppressed
Catholic faith. In Iran, meanwhile, an Islamic Revolution transformed the nation into a theocracy
almost overnight, overthrowing the Shah's modernizing monarchy. Further west, Margaret Thatcher
became prime minister of Britain, returning it to a purer form of free-market capitalism and opening
the way for Ronald Reagan to do the same in the US. And in Afghanistan, a Soviet invasion fueled an
Islamic holy war with global consequences; the Afghan mujahedin presaged the rise of al-Qaeda and
served as a key factor -- along with John Paul's journey to Poland -- in the fall of communism.
Weaving the story of each of these counterrevolutions into a brisk, gripping narrative, Strange
Rebels is a groundbreaking account of how these far-flung events and disparate actors and
movements gave birth to our modern age.
  a problem from hell by samantha power: The New Killing Fields Kira Brunner, Nicolaus
Mills, 2003-08-07 The question of the responsibility inherent in the unrivaled might of the U.S.
military is one that continues to take up headlines across the globe. This award-winning group of
reporters and scholars, including, among others, David Rieff, Peter Maass, Philip Gourevitch,
William Shawcross, George Packer, Bill Berkeley and Samantha Power revisit four of the worst
instances of state-sponsored killing--Cambodia, Yugoslavia, Rwanda, and East Timor--in the last half
of the twentieth century in order to reconsider the success and failure of U.S. and U.N. military and
humanitarian intervention.Featuring original essays and reporting, The New Killing Fields poses
vital questions about the future of peacekeeping in the next century. In addition, theoretical essays
by Michael Walzer and Michael Ignatieff frame the issue of intervention in terms of today's post-cold
war reality and the future of human rights.
  a problem from hell by samantha power: A People Betrayed Linda Melvern, 2014-04-10
Events in Rwanda in 1994 mark a landmark in the history of modern genocide. Up to one million
people were killed in a planned public and political campaign. In the face of indisputable evidence,
the Security Council of the United Nations failed to respond. In this classic of investigative
journalism, Linda Melvern tells the compelling story of what happened. She holds governments to
account, showing how individuals could have prevented what was happening and didn't do so. The
book also reveals the unrecognised heroism of those who stayed on during the genocide, volunteer
peacekeepers and those who ran emergency medical care. Fifteen years on, this new edition
examines the ongoing impact of the 1948 Genocide Convention and the shock waves Rwanda caused
around the world. Based on fresh interviews with key players and newly-released documents, A
People Betrayed is a shocking indictment of the way Rwanda is and was forgotten and how today it
is remembered in the West.
  a problem from hell by samantha power: The Craft of Research, Fourth Edition Wayne C.
Booth, Gregory G. Colomb, Joseph M. Williams, Joseph Bizup, William T. FitzGerald, 2016-10-07
With more than three-quarters of a million copies sold since its first publication, The Craft of
Research has helped generations of researchers at every level—from first-year undergraduates to
advanced graduate students to research reporters in business and government—learn how to
conduct effective and meaningful research. Conceived by seasoned researchers and educators
Wayne C. Booth, Gregory G. Colomb, and Joseph M. Williams, this fundamental work explains how to
find and evaluate sources, anticipate and respond to reader reservations, and integrate these pieces
into an argument that stands up to reader critique. The fourth edition has been thoroughly but
respectfully revised by Joseph Bizup and William T. FitzGerald. It retains the original five-part
structure, as well as the sound advice of earlier editions, but reflects the way research and writing



are taught and practiced today. Its chapters on finding and engaging sources now incorporate
recent developments in library and Internet research, emphasizing new techniques made possible by
online databases and search engines. Bizup and FitzGerald provide fresh examples and standardized
terminology to clarify concepts like argument, warrant, and problem. Following the same guiding
principle as earlier editions—that the skills of doing and reporting research are not just for elite
students but for everyone—this new edition retains the accessible voice and direct approach that
have made The Craft of Research a leader in the field of research reference. With updated examples
and information on evaluation and using contemporary sources, this beloved classic is ready for the
next generation of researchers.
  a problem from hell by samantha power: Read Until You Understand: The Profound
Wisdom of Black Life and Literature Farah Jasmine Griffin, 2021-09-14 A PBS NewsHour Best
Book of the Year A Publishers Weekly Best Book of the Year in Nonfiction Winner of the 2022 Phi
Beta Kappa Christian Gauss Award A brilliant scholar imparts the lessons bequeathed by the Black
community and its remarkable artists and thinkers. Farah Jasmine Griffin has taken to her heart the
phrase read until you understand, a line her father, who died when she was nine, wrote in a note to
her. She has made it central to this book about love of the majestic power of words and love of the
magnificence of Black life. Griffin has spent years rooted in the culture of Black genius and the
legacy of books that her father left her. A beloved professor, she has devoted herself to passing
these works and their wisdom on to generations of students. Here, she shares a lifetime of
discoveries: the ideas that inspired the stunning oratory of Frederick Douglass and Malcolm X, the
soulful music of Marvin Gaye and Stevie Wonder, the daring literature of Phillis Wheatley and Toni
Morrison, the inventive artistry of Romare Bearden, and many more. Exploring these works through
such themes as justice, rage, self-determination, beauty, joy, and mercy allows her to move from her
aunt’s love of yellow roses to Gil Scott-Heron’s Winter in America. Griffin entwines memoir, history,
and art while she keeps her finger on the pulse of the present, asking us to grapple with the
continuing struggle for Black freedom and the ongoing project that is American democracy. She
challenges us to reckon with our commitment to all the nation’s inhabitants and our responsibilities
to all humanity.
  a problem from hell by samantha power: To Destroy You is No Loss Joan D. Criddle, Teeda
Butt Mam, 1987 The daughter of a former Cambodian government official recounts the family's four
years of forced labor and persecution at the hands of the Khmer Rouge
  a problem from hell by samantha power: Becoming Hitler Thomas Weber, 2017 In
Becoming Hitler, Thomas Weber continues from where he left off in his previous book, Hitler's First
War, stripping away the layers of myth and fabrication in Hitler's own tale to tell the real story of
Hitler's politicization and radicalization in post-First World War Munich. It is the gripping account of
how an awkward and unemployed loner with virtually no recognizable leadership qualities and
fluctuating political ideas turned into thecharismatic, self-assured, virulently anti-Semitic leader
with an all-or-nothing approach to politics with whom the world was soon to become tragically
familiar. As Weber clearly shows, far from the picture of afully-formed political leader which Hitler
wanted to portray in Mein Kampf, his ideas and priorities were still very uncertain and largely
undefined in early 1919 - and they continued to shift until 1923.
  a problem from hell by samantha power: Realizing Human Rights NA NA, Samantha Power,
Graham Allison, 2016-09-27 At the dawn of a new era, this book brings together leading activists,
policy-makers and critics to reflect upon fifty years of attempts to improve respect for human rights.
Authors include President Jimmy Carter, who helped inject human rights concerns into US policy;
Wei Jingsheng, who struggled to do so in China; Louis Henkin, the modern father of international
law, and Richard Goldstone, the former chief prosecutor for the Yugoslav and Rwandan war crimes
tribunals. A half-century since the adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights the time is
right to assess how policies and actions effect the realization of human rights and to point to new
directions and challenges that lie ahead. A must have for everyone in the human rights community
and the broader foreign policy community as well as the reader who is increasingly aware of the



visibility of human rights concerns on the public stage.
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