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Introduction: Unveiling the Core of "A Problem by Anton Chekhov"

Anton Chekhov's "A Problem" is more than just a short story; it's a microcosm of human indecision
and the crippling consequences of societal pressures. This essay delves into the enduring relevance of
"A Problem by Anton Chekhov," examining its themes of family conflict, moral ambiguity, and the
paralysis of inaction. We will explore how Chekhov masterfully portrays the psychological turmoil of
his characters, offering a timeless commentary on the complexities of human relationships and the
weight of societal expectations. Through personal anecdotes, case studies, and detailed analysis, we
will unpack the rich tapestry of this seemingly simple narrative.

The Crushing Weight of Expectation: Family Dynamics in "A Problem by Anton Chekhov"

The story revolves around the Ivanich family, whose seemingly simple decision of whether or not to
allow their son Sasha to marry a woman of questionable social standing becomes a battleground for
conflicting values and entrenched prejudices. This perfectly encapsulates the central problem of "A
Problem by Anton Chekhov": the struggle between personal desires and societal expectations. The
family's inability to reach a consensus highlights the fracturing effect of unresolved conflict. Each
member grapples with their own internal dilemmas, reflecting a common human experience of being
torn between what we want and what is expected of us.

One can draw parallels here to modern family dynamics. In my own family, the decision regarding my
sister's career path sparked a similar debate, mirroring the internal conflict present in "A Problem by
Anton Chekhov." The pressure to conform to traditional expectations clashed with her ambitions,



ultimately leading to a period of tension and uncertainty. This personal experience underscores the
timelessness of the themes explored in Chekhov's work.

Case Study: Societal Pressure and the Paralysis of Indecision

A contemporary case study reinforces the continued relevance of "A Problem by Anton Chekhov."
Consider the pressure faced by young adults today regarding career choices, relationships, and
societal expectations. Many individuals, much like Sasha in the story, find themselves paralyzed by
indecision, struggling to balance personal aspirations with the demands of family and society. The
resulting anxiety and emotional turmoil can have significant consequences on mental health and
overall well-being, mirroring the psychological impact detailed in "A Problem by Anton Chekhov".

The Moral Compass: Exploring Ambiguity in "A Problem by Anton Chekhov"

Chekhov masterfully avoids simplistic moral judgments. He presents the characters' dilemmas with
nuanced complexity, forcing the reader to confront the ambiguity inherent in ethical choices. There is
no clear-cut "right" or "wrong" answer regarding Sasha's potential marriage. Instead, Chekhov lays
bare the complexities of human motivations and the subjective nature of morality.

This echoes in many modern ethical debates, ranging from environmental concerns to socio-political
issues. Often, we find ourselves grappling with complex scenarios where there are no easy solutions,
a testament to the enduring relevance of the moral ambiguity explored in "A Problem by Anton
Chekhov".

A Reflection of Russian Society: Social Commentary in "A Problem by Anton Chekhov"

"A Problem by Anton Chekhov" is not simply a family drama; it serves as a poignant social
commentary on the rigid class structures and societal expectations of late 19th-century Russia. The
characters' anxieties and indecision are rooted in the social constraints of their time. Chekhov subtly
critiques the hypocrisy and superficiality of the upper class, highlighting the disconnect between
social appearances and inner turmoil.

This resonates even today. Many societies still grapple with issues of social hierarchy, prejudice, and
conformity, making "A Problem by Anton Chekhov" a surprisingly timely reflection on the human
condition.

The Power of Inaction: Exploring the Psychological Consequences in "A Problem by Anton Chekhov"

The ultimate tragedy in "A Problem by Anton Chekhov" is not a dramatic event but rather the
protracted indecision, the failure to act decisively. This inaction creates a vacuum where anxiety and
resentment fester, poisoning the family dynamic and ultimately hindering personal growth. Chekhov's
keen observation of human psychology underscores the potentially damaging effects of prolonged
uncertainty.

This resonates deeply with contemporary understandings of mental health. Prolonged indecision and
avoidance of difficult conversations can have significant psychological consequences. The narrative of
"A Problem by Anton Chekhov" thus serves as a powerful reminder of the importance of decisive



action, even in the face of daunting choices.

Conclusion: The Enduring Legacy of "A Problem by Anton Chekhov"

"A Problem by Anton Chekhov," despite its seemingly simple premise, offers a rich and complex
exploration of human nature, societal pressures, and the debilitating effects of indecision. Through
masterful character development, nuanced portrayal of family dynamics, and insightful social
commentary, Chekhov crafts a timeless narrative that continues to resonate with readers today. The
story's enduring relevance lies in its capacity to reflect our own struggles with uncertainty, the weight
of expectations, and the consequences of inaction. It is a story that reminds us of the crucial
importance of open communication, self-awareness, and the courage to make difficult choices, even
when the path forward seems uncertain.

FAQs

What is the central conflict in "A Problem by Anton Chekhov"? The central conflict revolves1.
around the family's indecision regarding Sasha's potential marriage to a woman considered
socially unsuitable.

What are the main themes of "A Problem by Anton Chekhov"? The main themes include family1.
conflict, societal pressures, indecision, moral ambiguity, and the psychological consequences of
inaction.

How does Chekhov portray the characters in "A Problem by Anton Chekhov"? Chekhov portrays1.
his characters with psychological realism, revealing their inner turmoil and conflicting
motivations.

What is the significance of the title "A Problem by Anton Chekhov"? The title reflects the central1.
theme of the story: the unresolved problem of the family's indecision and its impact on their
lives.

What is the setting of "A Problem by Anton Chekhov"? The story is set in late 19th-century1.
Russia, reflecting the social and cultural context of the time.

What is Chekhov's style of writing in "A Problem by Anton Chekhov"? Chekhov's style is1.



characterized by realism, psychological depth, and subtle irony.

How does "A Problem by Anton Chekhov" relate to other works by Chekhov? The story1.
showcases Chekhov's recurring themes of family dynamics, social critique, and the complexities
of human relationships, as seen in many of his other works.

What is the significance of Sasha's character in "A Problem by Anton Chekhov"? Sasha1.
represents the individual caught between personal desires and societal expectations,
highlighting the conflict between individual freedom and social constraints.

What is the ultimate message or takeaway from "A Problem by Anton Chekhov"? The ultimate1.
message emphasizes the importance of decisive action, open communication, and confronting
difficult choices to avoid the potential negative consequences of inaction.

Related Articles:

Chekhov's Use of Irony in "A Problem": An analysis of the subtle irony employed by Chekhov to1.
highlight the characters' hypocrisy and the absurdity of their situation.

The Psychological Impact of Indecision in Chekhov's Works: A comparative study exploring the1.
theme of indecision across multiple Chekhov stories.

Family Dynamics in Late 19th-Century Russia as Depicted by Chekhov: A historical and literary1.
examination of family structures and relationships in Chekhov's context.

Chekhov and the Modern Reader: Relevance of "A Problem" in the 21st Century: An exploration1.
of the contemporary relevance of the story's themes.

A Comparative Study: "A Problem" and Contemporary Family Dramas: A comparison between1.



Chekhov's work and modern depictions of family conflict.

The Role of Social Class in "A Problem by Anton Chekhov": An in-depth analysis of the impact of1.
social hierarchy on the characters' choices and relationships.

Chekhov's Use of Dialogue in "A Problem": A detailed study of Chekhov's masterful use of1.
dialogue to reveal character and advance the plot.

The Moral Ambiguity of Choice in "A Problem by Anton Chekhov": An examination of the ethical1.
complexities presented in the story.

"A Problem by Anton Chekhov": A Feminist Reading: An interpretation of the story through a1.
feminist lens, focusing on the portrayal of female characters and their limited agency.

  a problem by anton chekhov: Short Stories by Anton Chekhov Anton Chekhov,
  a problem by anton chekhov: The Duel, and Other Stories Anton Pavlovich Chekhov, 1916
  a problem by anton chekhov: Sakhalin Island Anton Chekhov, 2018-01-01 In 1890, the
thirty-year-old Chekhov, already knowing that he was ill with tuberculosis, undertook an arduous
eleven-week journey from Moscow across Siberia to the penal colony on the island of Sakhalin. Now
collected here in one volume are the fully annotated translations of his impressions of his trip
through Siberia and the account of his three-month sojourn on Sakhalin Island, together with his
notes and extracts from his letters to relatives and associates.Highly valuable both as a detailed
depiction of the Tsarist system of penal servitude and as an insight into Chekhov's motivations and
objectives for visiting the colony and writing the expose, Sakhalin Island is a haunting work which
had a huge impact both on Chekhov's career and on Russian society.
  a problem by anton chekhov: Anton Chekhov Donald Rayfield, 2013-11-07 The description
'definitive' is too easily used, but Donald Rayfield's biography of Chekhov merits it unhesitatingly. To
quote no less an authority than Michael Frayn: 'With question the definitive biography of Chekhov,
and likely to remain so for a very long time to come. Donald Rayfield starts with the huge advantage
of much new material that was prudishly suppressed under the Soviet regime, or tactfully ignored by
scholars. But his mastery of all the evidence, both old and new - a massive archive - is magisterial,
his background knowledge of the period is huge; his Russian is sensitive to every colloquial nuance
of the day, and his tone is sure. He captures a likeness of the notoriously elusive Chekhov which at
last begins to seem recognisably human - and even more extraordinary.' Chekhov's life was short, he
was only forty-four when he died, and dogged with ill-health but his plays and short stories assure
him of his place in the literary pantheon. Here is a biography that does him full justice, in short,
unapologetically to repeat that word 'definitive'. 'I don't remember any monograph by a Western



scholar on a Russian author having such success. . . Nikita Mikhalkov said that before this book
came out we didn't know Chekhov. . . The author doesn't invent, add or embellish anything . . .
Rayfield is motivated by the Westerner's urge not ot hold information back, however grim it may be.'
Anatoli Smelianski, Director of Moscow Arts Theatre School 'It is hard to imagine another book
about Chekhov after this one by Donald Rayfield.' Arthur Miller, Sunday Times 'Donald Rayfield's
exemplary biography draws on a daunting array of material inacessible or ignored by his
predecessors.' Nikolai Tolstoy, The Literary Review 'Donald Rayfield, Chekhov's best and definitive
biographer.' William Boyd, Guardian
  a problem by anton chekhov: How to Write Like Chekhov Anton Chekhov, 2008-10-23 Maxim
Gorky said that no one understood -- the tragedy of life's trivialities -- as clearly as Anton Chekhov,
widely considered the father of the modern short story and the modern play. Chekhov's singular
ability to speak volumes with a single, impeccably chosen word, mesh comedy and pathos, and
capture life's basic sadness as he entertains us, are why so many aspire to emulate him. How to
Write Like Chekhov meticulously cherry-picks from Chekhov's plays, stories, and letters to his
publisher, brother, and friends, offering suggestions and observations on subjects including plot and
characters (and their names), descriptions and dialogue, and what to emphasize and avoid. This is a
uniquely clear roadmap to Chekhov's intelligence and artistic expertise and an essential addition to
the writing-guide shelf.
  a problem by anton chekhov: Okay for Now Gary D. Schmidt, 2011-04-05 2011 National
Book Award Finalist As a fourteen-year-old who just moved to a new town, with no friends and a
louse for an older brother, Doug Swieteck has all the stats stacked against him. So begins a
coming-of-age masterwork full of equal parts comedy and tragedy from Newbery Honor winner Gary
D. Schmidt. As Doug struggles to be more than the “skinny thug” that his teachers and the police
think him to be, he finds an unlikely ally in Lil Spicer—a fiery young lady who “smelled like daisies
would smell if they were growing in a big field under a clearing sky after a rain.” In Lil, Doug finds
the strength to endure an abusive father, the suspicions of a whole town, and the return of his oldest
brother, forever scarred, from Vietnam. Together, they find a safe haven in the local library,
inspiration in learning about the plates of John James Audubon’s birds, and a hilarious adventure on
a Broadway stage. In this stunning novel, Schmidt expertly weaves multiple themes of loss and
recovery in a story teeming with distinctive, unusual characters and invaluable lessons about love,
creativity, and survival.
  a problem by anton chekhov: Fifty-two Stories, 1883-1898 Anton Pavlovich Chekhov, 2020
From the celebrated, award-winning translators of Anna Karenina and War and Peace a lavish,
masterfully rendered volume of stories by one of the most influential short fiction writers of all time.
Chekhov's genius left an indelible impact on every literary form in which he wrote, but none more so
than short fiction. Now, renowned translators and longtime house authors Richard Pevear and
Larissa Volokhonsky give us their peerless renderings of fifty-two Chekhov stories--a full deck These
stories, which span the full arc of his career, reveal the extraordinary variety and unexpectedness of
his work, from the farcically comic to the darkly complex, showing that there is no one type of
Chekhov story. They are populated by a remarkable range of characters who come from all parts of
Russia, all walks of life, and who, taken together, have democratized the short story. Included here
are a number of never-before-translated stories, including Reading and An Educated Blockhead.
Here is a collection that promises profound delight.
  a problem by anton chekhov: Young Chekhov Anton Chekhov, 2015-09-29 Young Chekhov
contains a trilogy of plays by the Russian writer Anton Chekhov, written as he emerged as the
greatest playwright of the late nineteenth century. The three works, Platanov, Ivanov and The
Seagull, in contemporary adaptations by David Hare, will be staged at the Chichester Festival
Theatre in the summer of 2015.
  a problem by anton chekhov: Anton Chekhov's Short Stories Anton Pavlovich Chekhov, Ralph
E. Matlaw, 1979 The thirty-four stories in this volume span Chekhov s creative career.
  a problem by anton chekhov: Best Short Stories of Anton Chekov -, 2016-06-04 Considered by



many as the greatest short story writer the world has seen, Anton Chekhov changed the genre itself
with his spare, impressionistic depictions of Russian life and the human condition. From
characteristically brief, evocative early pieces such as The Huntsman and his masterpiece A Bet to
his best-known stories such as The Lady with the Little Toy Dog and The Requiem, this collection of
Chekhov’s remarkable short fiction possesses the unmatched power of art to awe and change the
reader. This endlessly pleasing edition, expertly translated, is especially faithful to the meaning of
Chekhov’s prose and the unique rhythms of his writing, giving readers an authentic sense of his style
and a true understanding of his greatness.
  a problem by anton chekhov: An Artist's Story Anton Chekhov, 2015-07-21 An idle artist
meets a woman and her two daughters while traveling the Russian countryside. The eldest daughter,
Lida, is strong-minded and purposeful, intent on her mission to better the lives of the local peasants.
Unlike her elder sister, the younger daughter, Genya, is sweet and simple. But when the artist
begins falling in love with Genya, he finds himself perpetually drawn into political arguments with
her sister that threaten his happiness. HarperPerennial Classics brings great works of literature to
life in digital format, upholding the highest standards in ebook production and celebrating reading
in all its forms. Look for more titles in the HarperPerennial Classics collection to build your digital
library.
  a problem by anton chekhov: A Problem Anton Pavlovich Chekhov, 2024-08-13 Discover the
profound insights into human nature in Anton Pavlovich Chekhov's A Problem. This short story
explores the moral and social dilemmas faced by a privileged family when their son is involved in a
criminal scandal. Chekhov deftly reveals the complexities of family loyalty, social expectations, and
the pursuit of justice. Chekhov, renowned for his deep psychological portraits and subtle humor,
captures the tensions and contradictions within the family and society. His narrative exposes the
often unspoken truths about human behavior and societal pressures. A Problem is a compelling
examination of moral choices and family dynamics, perfect for readers who appreciate Chekhov’s
masterful storytelling and keen observations on human nature.
  a problem by anton chekhov: Anton Chekhov's Life and Thought Anton Pavlovich Chekhov,
1997 First published in 1973, this collection of Chekhov's correspondence is widely regarded as the
best introduction to this great Russian writer. Weighted heavily toward the correspondence dealing
with literary and intellectual matters, this extremely informative collection provides fascinating
insight into Chekhov's development as a writer. Michael Henry Heim's excellent translation and
Simon Karlinsky's masterly headnotes make this volume an essential text for anyone interested in
Chekhov.
  a problem by anton chekhov: Our Country Friends Gary Shteyngart, 2021-11-02 NEW YORK
TIMES BESTSELLER • GOOD MORNING AMERICA BUZZ PICK • ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF
THE YEAR: The New York Times Book Review, Financial Times, The Washington Post, Time, Los
Angeles Times, New York Post, Town & Country, Good Housekeeping, Kirkus Reviews “A perfect
novel for these times and all times, the single textual artifact from the pandemic era I would place in
a time capsule as a representation of all that is good and true and beautiful about literature.”—Molly
Young, The New York Times (Editors’ Choice) Eight friends, one country house, and six months in
isolation—a novel about love, friendship, family, and betrayal hailed as a “virtuoso performance”
(USA Today) and “an homage to Chekhov with four romances and a finale that will break your heart”
(The Washington Post) In the rolling hills of upstate New York, a group of friends and
friends-of-friends gathers in a country house to wait out the pandemic. Over the next six months,
new friendships and romances will take hold, while old betrayals will emerge, forcing each character
to reevaluate whom they love and what matters most. The unlikely cast of characters includes a
Russian-born novelist; his Russian-born psychiatrist wife; their precocious child obsessed with
K-pop; a struggling Indian American writer; a wildly successful Korean American app developer; a
global dandy with three passports; a Southern flamethrower of an essayist; and a movie star, the
Actor, whose arrival upsets the equilibrium of this chosen family. Both elegiac and very, very funny,
Our Country Friends is the most ambitious book yet by the author of the beloved bestseller Super



Sad True Love Story.
  a problem by anton chekhov: Ward No. 6 Anton Chekhov, 2021-09-30 A haunting tale,
Russian author Anton Chekhov’s ‘Ward No.6’ tells the story of Ragin, the head doctor in a provincial
town’s mental institution. Frustrated by his banal surroundings and what he perceives as a lack of
intelligent company, he turns to one of his patients, Gromov, with whom he can express his distaste
for what his life has become. The townspeople grow suspicious of the time the doctor is spending
with his patient, and so concoct a devious plan to get rid of him. A tale of existential crisis, neglect,
and suffering, this is a poignant tale for readers contemplating life's big questions. Anton Chekhov
(1860-1904) was a Russian playwright and novelist, best known for his short stories. His literary
career began with short, humorous sketches, written to help support his poverty-stricken family. His
work soon caught the eye of distinguished Russian writer Dmitry Grigorovich, and in 1888 Chekhov
was awarded the Pushkin Prize for his short story collection ‘At Dusk’. Chekhov became a playwright
too and authored the famous and much-adapted plays ‘Uncle Vanya’, ‘The Seagull’ and ‘The Cherry
Orchard’ around the turn of the century. Leo Tolstoy was one of many admirers of his work. Chekhov
remained a practicing medical doctor throughout his literary career and died from tuberculosis in
1904.
  a problem by anton chekhov: The Orator Anton Chekhov, 2020-09-28 Chekhov’s short story
The Orator tells of a rather embarrassing situation when a famous orator stands in front of a crowd
at a funeral ceremony. Filled with satire towards and critique of the hypocritical and petty-minded
people, Chekhov masterfully presents the world as a reflection in the eyes of a dead man.
Connoisseur of the human psyche and a chronicler of Russian daily grind, the author’s irony and
sarcasm permeate every level of life, earning his short stories a place among the best in the field. A
prolific writer of seven plays, a novel and hundreds of short stories, Anton Chekhov is considered
one of the best practitioners of the short story genre in literature. True to life and painfully morbid
with his miserable and realistic depictions of Russian everyday life, Chekhov’s characters drift
between humour, melancholy, artistic ambition, and death. Some of his best-known works include
the plays Uncle Vanya, The Seagull, and The Cherry Orchard, where Chekhov dramatizes and
explores social and existential problems. His short stories unearth the mysterious beneath the
ordinary situations, the failure and horror present in everyday life.
  a problem by anton chekhov: The Black Monk and The Dog Problem David Rabe,
2011-05-17 The Black Monk has been called a singular collaboration between two writers: Anton
Chekhov and David Rabe. Based on Chekov's novella of the same name, Rabe's brilliant stage
adaptation tells the story of Kovrin, the young philosophy student who returns from Moscow to the
estate owned by Pesotsky, where he spent his youth. Kovrin and Pesotsky's daughter, Tanya, soon
fall in love and plan to marry. But the appearance of an emissary from the unknown -- the black
monk -- threatens to have a devastating effect on all of them. Trouble starts in when Teresa tells her
brother Joey that this guy Ray did something to her with his dog in bed. Nobody seems to know
exactly what happened, but they do know that somebody's got to pay. So what is The Dog Problem?
It starts with being born into a world where the wrong thing said to the wrong person ignites a chain
reaction of misplaced passions and galloping sentences that race to a deadly conclusion. The playful
title is revealed to be a wry pun on the Cartesian mind/body problem, as Uncle Mal, the aging
mobster, must face his turn to be the dog in this darkly funny play about men, women, sex, betrayal,
and ghosts. Vastly different in their aesthetic, these two recent and highly praised plays embody all
of the celebrated hallmarks of David Rabe's writing and art: unflinchingly honest and perceptive
themes, starkly luminous dialogue, and the unsettling humor that have made him an icon of the
American theater for more than forty years.
  a problem by anton chekhov: The Bet Anton Chekhov, 1958-01-01
  a problem by anton chekhov: The Prank Anton Chekhov, 2015-07-28 Twelve early comedic
short stories by the Russian master of the form. An NYRB Classics Original The Prank is Chekhov’s
own selection of the best of his early work, the first book he put together and the first book he hoped
to publish. Assembled in 1882, with illustrations by Nikolay Chekhov, the book was then presented



to the censor for approval—which was denied. Now, more than a hundred and thirty years later, The
Prank appears here for the first time in any language. At the start of his twenties, when he was still
in medical school, Anton Chekhov was also busily setting himself up as a prolific and popular writer.
Appearing in a wide range of periodicals, his shrewd, stinging, funny stories and sketches turned a
mocking eye on the mating rituals and money-grubbing habits of the middle classes, the pretensions
of aspiring artists and writers, bureaucratic corruption, drunken clowning, provincial ignorance,
petty cruelty—on Russian life, in short. Chekhov was already developing his distinctive ear for
spoken language, its opacities and evasions, the clichés we shelter behind and the clichés that
betray us. The lively stories in The Prank feature both the themes and the characteristic tone that
make Chekhov among the most influential and beloved of modern writers.
  a problem by anton chekhov: Alive in the Writing Kirin Narayan, 2012-03 Anton Chekhov is
revered as a boldly innovative playwright and short story writer - but he wrote more than just plays
and stories. In this book, the author introduces readers to some other sides of Chekhov.
  a problem by anton chekhov: A Marriage Proposal Anton Pavlovich Chekhov, 1942 The story
tells of the efforts of a nervous and excitable man who starts to propose to an attractive young
woman, but who gets into a tremendous quarrel over a boundary line.
  a problem by anton chekhov: The Undiscovered Chekhov Anton Chekhov, 2000-05-02 The
Undiscovered Chekhov gives us, in rich abundance, a new Chekhov. Peter Constantine's historic
collection presents 38 new stories and with them a fresh interpretation of the Russian master. In
contrast to the brooding representative of a dying century we have seen over and over, here is
Chekhov's work from the 1880s, when Chekhov was in his twenties and his writing was sharp, witty
and innovative. Many of the stories in The Undiscovered Chekhov reveal Chekhov as a keen
modernist. Emphasizing impressions and the juxtaposition of incongruent elements, instead of the
straight narrative his readers were used to, these stories upturned many of the assumptions of
storytelling of the period. Here is Sarah Bernhardt Comes to Town, written as a series of telegrams,
beginning with Have been drinking to Sarah's health all week! Enchanting! She actually dies
standing up!... In Confession..., a thirty-nine year old bachelor recounts some of the fifteen times
chance foiled his marriage plans. In How I Came to be Lawfully Wed, a couple reminisces about the
day they vowed to resist their parents' plans that they should marry. And in the more familiarly
Chekhovian Autumn, an alcoholic landowner fallen low and a peasant from his village meet far from
home in a sad and haunting reunion in which the action of the story is far less important than the
powerful impression it leaves with the reader that each man must live his life and has his reasons.
  a problem by anton chekhov: Celebrity Chekhov Ben Greenman, 2010-10-05 New Yorker
editor and McSweeney's contributor Ben Greenman reshapes Russian literature's most celebrated
stories around America's most popular pop culture icons, probing the deep complexities of Anton
Chekov (not to mention those of Cruise or Kardashian). Thought-provoking and funny, these wryly
re-imagined tales will be sure-fire favorites for every kind of reader, whether your favorite escapes
are celebrity memoirs like L.A. Candy and The Truth about Diamonds, re-conceived classics like
Wicked, literary parodies like Pride and Prejudice and Zombies, or masterpieces of fiction from
authors like Tolstoy, Pushkin and Chekhov himself.
  a problem by anton chekhov: Freedom from Violence and Lies Michael C. Finke, 2021-11-11
An enlightening, nuanced, and accessible introduction to the life and work of one of the greatest
writers of short fiction in history. Anton Chekhov’s stories and plays endure, far beyond the Russian
context, as outstanding modern literary models. In a brief, remarkable life, Chekhov rose from
lower-class, provincial roots to become a physician, leading writer, and philanthropist, all in the face
of a progressive fatal disease. In this new biography, Michael C. Finke analyzes Chekhov’s major
stories, plays, and nonfiction in the context of his life, both fleshing out the key features of
Chekhov’s poetics of prose and drama and revealing key continuities across genres, as well as
between his lesser-studied early writings and the later works. An excellent resource for readers new
to Chekhov, this book also presents much original scholarship and is an accessible, comprehensive
overview of one of the greatest modern dramatists and writers of short fiction in history.



  a problem by anton chekhov: The Complete Short Novels Anton Chekhov, 2007-12-18
(Book Jacket Status: Jacketed) Aanton Chekhov, widely hailed as the supreme master of the short
story, also wrote five works long enough to be called short novels–here brought together in one
volume for the first time, in a masterly new translation by the award-winning translators Richard
Pevear and Larissa Volokhonsky. The Steppe–the most lyrical of the five–is an account of a
nine-year-old boy’s frightening journey by wagon train across the steppe of southern Russia. The
Duel sets two decadent figures–a fanatical rationalist and a man of literary sensibility–on a collision
course that ends in a series of surprising reversals. In The Story of an Unknown Man, a political
radical spying on an important official by serving as valet to his son gradually discovers that his own
terminal illness has changed his long-held priorities in startling ways. Three Years recounts a
complex series of ironies in the personal life of a rich but passive Moscow merchant. In My Life, a
man renounces wealth and social position for a life of manual labor. The resulting conflict between
the moral simplicity of his ideals and the complex realities of human nature culminates in a brief
apocalyptic vision that is unique in Chekhov’s work.
  a problem by anton chekhov: A Study Guide for Anton Chekhov's "A Problem" Gale,
Cengage Learning,
  a problem by anton chekhov: My Life The Story of A Provincial Anton Pavlovich Chekhov,
2024-08-22 My Life: The Story of a Provincial is a compelling narrative that blends introspective
reflection with social critique, offering a nuanced portrayal of the human condition. Perfect for
readers who appreciate insightful character studies and the masterful storytelling of one of Russia's
greatest literary figures.
  a problem by anton chekhov: Note-Book of Anton Chekhov Anton Pavlovich Chekhov,
Samuel Solomonovitch Koteliansky, Leonard Woolf, 2018-10-18 This work has been selected by
scholars as being culturally important and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it.
This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within
the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate)
has a copyright on the body of the work. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important
enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the public. To ensure a quality
reading experience, this work has been proofread and republished using a format that seamlessly
blends the original graphical elements with text in an easy-to-read typeface. We appreciate your
support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of keeping this
knowledge alive and relevant.
  a problem by anton chekhov: The Kiss C. A. Popovich, 2022-01-11 When her wife refuses
their divorce and begins to stalk her, threatening her life, Kate realizes to protect her new love,
Leslie, she has to let her go, even if it breaks her heart.
  a problem by anton chekhov: The Safety Match Anton Pavlovich Chekhov, 2020-09-28 On the
morning of October 6, 1885, in the office of the Inspector of Police of the second division of S——
District, there appeared a respectably dressed young man, who announced that his master, Marcus
Ivanovitch Klausoff, a retired officer of the Horse Guards, separated from his wife, had been
murdered. While making this announcement the young man was white and terribly agitated. His
hands trembled and his eyes were full of terror. “Whom have I the honor of addressing?” asked the
inspector. “Psyekoff, Lieutenant Klausoff’s agent; agriculturist and mechanician!” The inspector and
his deputy, on visiting the scene of the occurrence in company with Psyekoff, found the following:
Near the wing in which Klausoff had lived was gathered a dense crowd. The news of the murder had
sped swift as lightning through the neighborhood, and the peasantry, thanks to the fact that the day
was a holiday, had hurried together from all the neighboring villages. There was much commotion
and talk. Here and there, pale, tear-stained faces were seen. The door of Klausoff’s bedroom was
found locked. The key was inside. “It is quite clear that the scoundrels got in by the window!” said
Psyekoff as they examined the door. They went to the garden, into which the bedroom window
opened. The window looked dark and ominous. It was covered by a faded green curtain. One corner
of the curtain was slightly turned up, which made it possible to look into the bedroom. “Did any of



you look into the window?” asked the inspector. “Certainly not, your worship!” answered Ephraim,
the gardener, a little gray-haired old man, who looked like a retired sergeant. “Who’s going to look
in, if all their bones are shaking?” “Ah, Marcus Ivanovitch, Marcus Ivanovitch!” sighed the inspector,
looking at the window, “I told you you would come to a bad end! I told the dear man, but he wouldn’t
listen! Dissipation doesn’t bring any good!” “Thanks to Ephraim,” said Psyekoff; “but for him, we
would never have guessed. He was the first to guess that something was wrong. He comes to me this
morning, and says: ‘Why is the master so long getting up? He hasn’t left his bedroom for a whole
week!’ The moment he said that, it was just as if some one had hit me with an ax. The thought
flashed through my mind, ‘We haven’t had a sight of him since last Saturday, and to-day is Sunday’!
Seven whole days—not a doubt of it!” “Ay, poor fellow!” again sighed the inspector. “He was a clever
fellow, finely educated, and kind-hearted at that! And in society, nobody could touch him! But he was
a waster, God rest his soul! I was prepared for anything since he refused to live with Olga Petrovna.
Poor thing, a good wife, but a sharp tongue! Stephen!” the inspector called to one of his deputies,
“go over to my house this minute, and send Andrew to the captain to lodge an information with him!
Tell him that Marcus Ivanovitch has been murdered. And run over to the orderly; why should he sit
there, kicking his heels? Let him come here! And go as fast as you can to the examining magistrate,
Nicholas Yermolaiyevitch. Tell him to come over here! Wait; I’ll write him a note!” The inspector
posted sentinels around the wing, wrote a letter to the examining magistrate, and then went over to
the director’s for a glass of tea. Ten minutes later he was sitting on a stool, carefully nibbling a lump
of sugar, and swallowing the scalding tea. “There you are!” he was saying to Psyekoff; “there you
are! A noble by birth! a rich man—a favorite of the gods, you may say, as Pushkin has it, and what
did he come to? He drank and dissipated and—there you are—he’s murdered.” After a couple of
hours the examining magistrate drove up. Nicholas Yermolaiyevitch Chubikoff—for that was the
magistrate’s name—was a tall, fleshy old man of sixty, who had been wrestling with the duties of his
office for a quarter of a century. Everybody in the district knew him as an honest man, wise,
energetic, and in love with his work. He was accompanied to the scene of the murder by his
inveterate companion, fellow worker, and secretary, Dukovski, a tall young fellow of twenty-six.
  a problem by anton chekhov: The Cook's Wedding Anton Pavlovich Chekhov, 1922 This is a
pre-1923 historical reproduction that was curated for quality. Quality assurance was conducted on
each of these books in an attempt to remove books with imperfections introduced by the digitization
process. Though we have made best efforts - the books may have occasional errors that do not
impede the reading experience. We believe this work is culturally important and have elected to
bring the book back into print as part of our continuing commitment to the preservation of printed
works worldwide.
  a problem by anton chekhov: The Slanderer Anton Pavlovich Chekhov, 2020-03-16 The
Slanderer by Anton Pavlovich Chekhov is a cautionary short story about public image. Chekhov
argues in favor of the importance of foresight, especially before very important decisions. He
illustrates his point with complex and thoughtful remarks on class differences. Excerpt: Sergey
Kapitonlch Akhineyev, the teacher of calligraphy, gave his daughter Natalya in marriage to the
teacher of history and geography, Ivan Petrovich Loshadinikh. The wedding feast went on
swimmingly. They sang, played, and danced in the parlor...
  a problem by anton chekhov: Difficult People Anton Pavlovich Chekhov, 2024-08-20 Explore
the social complexities and human nature in Anton Pavlovich Chekhov's Difficult People. This short
story provides a sharp and insightful look at the challenges of dealing with difficult individuals and
the dynamics of personal relationships. Chekhov’s narrative delves into the interactions and conflicts
that arise when navigating difficult personalities. Chekhov, with his characteristic wit and
psychological insight, presents a detailed examination of the characters’ behaviors and the impact of
their difficulties on social interactions. His story offers a reflective and engaging look at the nature
of challenging relationships. Difficult People is a thought-provoking exploration of social dynamics
and interpersonal challenges, ideal for readers who enjoy Chekhov’s perceptive and nuanced
approach to human nature.



  a problem by anton chekhov: A Nervous Breakdown Anton Pavlovich Chekhov, 2024-08-12
Delve into the intense psychological and emotional landscape in Anton Pavlovich Chekhov's A
Nervous Breakdown. This short story portrays the harrowing experience of a character who
succumbs to the pressures of life, leading to a profound and unsettling breakdown. Chekhov
examines themes of mental distress, the fragility of the human psyche, and the societal pressures
that contribute to such crises. Chekhov, with his deep understanding of human psychology, presents
a narrative that is both poignant and revealing. A Nervous Breakdown is a powerful exploration of
mental health and the struggles faced by those in emotional turmoil. Ideal for readers interested in
stories that offer a deep dive into the complexities of mental illness and human vulnerability.
  a problem by anton chekhov: Three Sisters Anton Chekhov, 2017-12-11 The play focuses on
the lives of three sisters, Olga, Masha, and Irina, young women of the Russian gentry who try to fill
their days in order to construct a life that feels meaningful while surrounded by an array of military
men, servants, husbands, suitors, and lovers, all of whom constitute a distractions from the passage
of time and from the sisters' desire to return to their beloved Moscow.
  a problem by anton chekhov: Gooseberries Anton Chekhov, 2015-02-26 Oh, good God, he
kept saying with great relish. Good God... 'Gooseberries' is accompanied here by 'The Kiss' and 'The
Two Volodyas' - three exquisite depictions of love and loss in nineteenth-century Russia by Chekhov,
the great master of the short story form. Introducing Little Black Classics: 80 books for Penguin's
80th birthday. Little Black Classics celebrate the huge range and diversity of Penguin Classics, with
books from around the world and across many centuries. They take us from a balloon ride over
Victorian London to a garden of blossom in Japan, from Tierra del Fuego to 16th-century California
and the Russian steppe. Here are stories lyrical and savage; poems epic and intimate; essays
satirical and inspirational; and ideas that have shaped the lives of millions. Anton Chekhov
(1860-1904). Chekhov's works available in Penguin Classics are The Steppe and Other Stories, Ward
No. 6 and Other Stories, The Lady with the Little Dog and Other Stories, The Shooting Party, Plays
and A Life in Letters.
  a problem by anton chekhov: Vanka Anton P. Chekhov, 2024-08-30 Experience the heartfelt
and impactful story of Anton P. Chekhov's Vanka. This poignant short story follows the life of a
young boy named Vanka, who writes a letter to his distant grandfather, expressing his suffering and
longing for a better life. Chekhov’s narrative provides a moving portrayal of poverty, child labor, and
the emotional struggles of a young boy trapped in a harsh reality. Chekhov, known for his keen
observation and empathy, crafts a narrative that exposes the harsh conditions faced by children and
the deep emotional impact of their circumstances. The story’s simple yet powerful portrayal of
Vanka’s plight offers a profound commentary on social issues and human suffering.Vanka is a
compelling read for those interested in social commentary and character-driven narratives that
highlight the struggles of the less fortunate. Perfect for readers who appreciate stories that offer a
poignant look at the human condition and the impact of social inequalities.
  a problem by anton chekhov: The Crystal Egg H. G. Wells, 2019-09-03 The Crystal Egg is a
science fiction short story written by H. G. Wells in 1897.
  a problem by anton chekhov: The Secret Door to Success (Condensed Classics) Florence
Scovel Shinn, Mitch Horowitz, 2018-10-09 A Door Separates You from Success— Here Is the Key
That Opens It. Florence Scovel Shinn, the beloved author of The Game of Life and How to Play It,
left the world one final, brilliant book written in 1940: The Secret Door to Success. In simple,
practical terms, Shinn shows you exactly how to remove the barriers that keep you from love,
money, purpose, and personal power. Now abridged to its essentials and introduced by PEN
Award-winning historian and New Thought writer Mitch Horowitz, this special Condensed Classics
edition of The Secret Door to Success gives you, in less than one hour, the tools to start living your
highest life today.
  a problem by anton chekhov: The Hammer of God G. K. Chesterton, 2018-06-23 The little
village of Bohun Beacon was perched on a hill so steep that the tall spire of its church seemed only
like the peak of a small mountain. At the foot of the church stood a smithy, generally red with fires



and always littered with hammers and scraps of iron;opposite to this, over a rude cross of cobbled
paths, was The Blue Boar, the only innof the place. It was upon this crossway, in the lifting of a
leaden and silver daybreak,that two brothers met in the street and spoke; though one was beginning
the day and theother finishing it. The Rev. and Hon. Wilfred Bohun was very devout, and was
makinghis way to some austere exercises of prayer or contemplation at dawn. Colonel the
Hon.Norman Bohun, his elder brother, was by no means devout, and was sitting in eveningdress on
the bench outside The Blue Boar, drinking what the philosophic observerwas free to regard either as
his last glass on Tuesday or his first on Wednesday. Thecolonel was not particular.
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