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Introduction:

"A Pocket Guide to Pigeon Watching," while seemingly a niche subject,
presents a unique opportunity to explore the often-overlooked world of urban
wildlife and the intricate lives of rock doves (Columba livia), commonly
known as pigeons. This article will delve into both the challenges and
opportunities presented by this deceptively complex field guide, examining
its potential contribution to citizen science, ornithological understanding,
and the appreciation of urban biodiversity. The guide itself promises to
provide a practical and accessible entry point to the fascinating world of
pigeon watching, but realizing this potential requires careful consideration.

Challenges in Creating "A Pocket Guide to Pigeon Watching":

One of the primary challenges in developing "A Pocket Guide to Pigeon
Watching" lies in overcoming the pervasive perception of pigeons as mundane,
even pests. Many people overlook these birds, failing to appreciate their
remarkable adaptations and the ecological role they play in urban ecosystems.
The guide needs to effectively counteract this preconceived notion by
highlighting the surprising diversity within pigeon populations, both in



terms of plumage variations (many pigeon breeds are actually domesticated
escapes) and behavior. This requires high-quality photography, detailed
descriptions, and engaging writing that captures the reader's interest.

Furthermore, accurate identification of pigeons can be surprisingly
challenging. While the common rock dove is easily recognizable,
differentiating between feral pigeons, various breeds, and even hybrids can
be difficult, even for experienced birdwatchers. "A Pocket Guide to Pigeon
Watching" must therefore include clear and concise identification keys,
accompanied by detailed illustrations and possibly even sound recordings to
aid in distinguishing subtle differences in vocalizations.

Another significant challenge lies in ensuring the guide's accessibility. It
needs to be user-friendly for both novice birdwatchers and experienced
ornithologists. This requires a careful balance between scientific accuracy
and accessible language, avoiding overly technical jargon while still
providing sufficient detail for informed observation. The pocket-sized format
itself imposes limitations on the amount of information that can be included,
necessitating careful selection and prioritization of content.

Opportunities Presented by "A Pocket Guide to Pigeon Watching":

Despite these challenges, "A Pocket Guide to Pigeon Watching" presents
several significant opportunities. Firstly, it can serve as a valuable tool
for promoting citizen science initiatives. By providing a readily accessible
guide to pigeon identification and observation, it empowers ordinary citizens
to contribute to scientific research on urban bird populations. Data
collected by citizen scientists, using the guide as a framework, can provide
valuable insights into pigeon distribution, habitat preferences, and
population dynamics. This participatory approach can also foster a greater
appreciation for urban biodiversity and the importance of conservation
efforts.

Secondly, the guide can act as a catalyst for fostering a deeper
understanding of avian ecology and behavior in urban environments. Pigeons,
by virtue of their abundance and adaptability, serve as excellent model
organisms for studying urban adaptation and the effects of human activity on
wildlife. "A Pocket Guide to Pigeon Watching" can stimulate curiosity and
inspire further exploration of these fascinating topics. The guide could
encourage observation of pigeon foraging behavior, social interactions,
mating rituals, and nesting habits, providing a gateway to more in-depth
ornithological study.

Finally, "A Pocket Guide to Pigeon Watching" holds the potential to reshape
public perception of pigeons. By presenting them not as mere pests but as
intelligent, adaptable creatures with intricate social lives, the guide can
promote a greater sense of appreciation and respect for these often-
overlooked birds. This shift in perspective is crucial for promoting
responsible urban wildlife management and fostering a more harmonious
coexistence between humans and wildlife in urban environments.



Summary of Primary Arguments and Insights:

This article argues that while "A Pocket Guide to Pigeon Watching" faces
challenges in overcoming pre-existing biases against pigeons and in achieving
precise identification within a concise format, it also offers considerable
opportunities. The guide can foster citizen science, enhance understanding of
urban avian ecology, and ultimately, improve public perception of pigeons.
Success hinges on clear identification keys, accessible language, high-
quality visuals, and a narrative that captivates the reader and challenges
preconceptions.

Conclusion:

"A Pocket Guide to Pigeon Watching" has the potential to be a valuable
contribution to the field of urban ornithology and citizen science. By
overcoming the challenges of accurate identification and accessible
presentation, and by capitalizing on the opportunities to engage the public
and promote scientific understanding, this guide can significantly enhance
our appreciation for the often-overlooked world of urban pigeons. Its success
will lie in its ability to transform the perception of these birds, revealing
their complexity and ecological importance.

FAQs:

Are all pigeons the same? No, there's significant variation in pigeon1.
plumage and behavior, including various breeds and feral hybrids. "A
Pocket Guide to Pigeon Watching" helps differentiate these.

How can I contribute to citizen science using this guide? By recording1.
your pigeon observations (location, number, behavior, etc.) and
submitting them to relevant databases or research projects.

What is the best time of year to watch pigeons? Pigeons are visible1.
year-round, but observing nesting behavior and fledglings might be most
interesting in spring and summer.

What equipment do I need for pigeon watching? Binoculars are helpful,1.
but not essential for close-range observation. A notebook and pen for
recording observations are recommended.



Are pigeons dangerous? Generally, pigeons are not dangerous, but it's1.
advisable to maintain a respectful distance and avoid disturbing their
nests.

What do pigeons eat? Pigeons are omnivorous, consuming seeds, grains,1.
fruits, and scraps of human food. Observing their foraging behavior can
be insightful.

How can I tell the difference between a male and female pigeon? Sexing1.
pigeons can be difficult, and often requires close observation of
breeding behavior. The guide might offer some clues.

Where can I find more information about pigeons after reading the guide?1.
The guide itself should contain further reading suggestions and links to
relevant organizations and resources.

Is "A Pocket Guide to Pigeon Watching" suitable for children? Yes, with1.
adult supervision, the guide's accessible nature and colorful
illustrations can make pigeon watching an engaging activity for
children.

Related Articles:

Pigeon Behavior in Urban Environments: A detailed examination of pigeon1.
social interactions, communication, and adaptation to urban habitats.

The Role of Pigeons in Urban Ecosystems: An analysis of the ecological1.
niche occupied by pigeons and their impact on urban biodiversity.

Identifying Pigeon Breeds: A Comprehensive Guide: A detailed guide to1.



distinguishing different pigeon breeds and their characteristics.

Citizen Science Projects Involving Pigeons: An overview of existing1.
citizen science initiatives focusing on pigeon populations and behavior.

The History and Domestication of Pigeons: A look at the long history of1.
human interaction with pigeons, from domestication to their current
status.

Pigeon Health and Disease: An exploration of common pigeon illnesses and1.
their impact on urban populations.

Conservation Efforts for Urban Pigeons: Discussions on responsible urban1.
wildlife management and conservation strategies for pigeons.

Pigeon Photography Techniques: A guide to photographing pigeons1.
effectively, capturing their unique features and behaviors.

Pigeon Myths and Misconceptions: Debunking common misconceptions about1.
pigeons and highlighting their true nature.

  a pocket guide to pigeon watching: A Pocket Guide to Pigeon Watching Rosemary Mosco,
2021-10-26 Part field guide, part history, part ornithology primer, and altogether fun. Fact: Pigeons
are amazing, and until recently, humans adored them. We’ve kept them as pets, held pigeon beauty
contests, raced them, used them to carry messages over battlefields, harvested their poop to fertilize
our crops—and cooked them in gourmet dishes. Now, with The Pocket Guide to Pigeon Watching,
readers can rediscover the wonder. Equal parts illustrated field guide and quirky history, it covers
behavior: Why they coo; how they flock; how they preen, kiss, and mate (monogamously); and how
they raise their young (on chunky pigeon milk). Anatomy and identification, from Birmingham Roller
to the American Giant Runt to the Scandaroon. Birder issues, like what to do if you find a baby
pigeon stranded in the park. And our lively shared story together, including all the things we’ve
taught them—Ping-Pong, for example. “Rats with wings?” Think again. Pigeons coo, peck and nest



all over the world, yet most of us treat them with indifference or disdain. So Rosemary Mosco, a
bird-lover, science communicator, writer, and cartoonist (and co-author of The Atlas Obscura
Explorer’s Guide for the World’s Most Adventurous Kid) is here to give the pigeon's image a
makeover, and to help every town- and city-dweller get closer to nature by discovering the joys of
birding through pigeon-watching.
  a pocket guide to pigeon watching: A Pocket Guide to Pigeon Watching Rosemary Mosco,
2021-10-26 You don't need to travel to experience the joy of bird-watching: just take a look at the
pigeons in your nearby park! With this fun, quirky, and scientifically correct field guide to the most
common bird in most cities, you'll learn to see pigeons and doves (they're the same thing) with a
bird-watcher's expertise, understanding their fascinating behavior and appreciating nature right
outside your window.
  a pocket guide to pigeon watching: Pigeons Andrew D. Blechman, 2007 They have been
worshipped as fertility goddesses and revered as symbols of peace. Domesticated since the dawn of
humankind, they have been crucial to wartime communications for every major historical
superpower from ancient Egypt to the United States and are credited with saving thousands of lives.
One delivered the results of the first Olympics in 776 BC and another brought the news of
Napoleon's defeat at Waterloo more than 2500 years later. Charles Darwin relied heavily upon them
to help formulate and support his theory of evolution. Yet today the pigeon is reviled as a rat with
wings. How did we come to misunderstand one of humanity's most steadfast companions?In Pigeons,
Andrew D. Blechman travels across the United States and Europe in a quest to chronicle the bird's
transformation from beloved friend to feathered outlaw.
  a pocket guide to pigeon watching: The Pigeon Book Osman Alfred Henry, 2018-11-10 This
work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important and is part of the knowledge base
of civilization as we know it. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and
possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no
entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. Scholars believe, and we
concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally
available to the public. To ensure a quality reading experience, this work has been proofread and
republished using a format that seamlessly blends the original graphical elements with text in an
easy-to-read typeface. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for
being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.
  a pocket guide to pigeon watching: National Geographic Pocket Guide to the Birds of
North America Laura Erickson, Jonathan K. Alderfer, 2013 Presents information about 160 North
American bird species, including facts about physical features, voice, habitat, food, and a map
indicating the regions in which each species can be found.
  a pocket guide to pigeon watching: Birding Is My Favorite Video Game Rosemary Mosco,
2018-04-17 Birding is My Favorite Video Game is a collection of fun, quasi-educational comics
combining weird science, cute visuals, sweet wit, and a strong environmental message. Based on the
popular webcomic Bird and Moon, this collection brings facts about birds, bees, and insects to life in
the quirkiest, most wonderful way.
  a pocket guide to pigeon watching: Birds of Tennessee Field Guide Stan Tekiela,
2022-07-12 Identify Birds with Tennessee’s Best-Selling Bird Guide! Make bird-watching in
Tennessee even more enjoyable. With Stan Tekiela’s famous bird guide, field identification is simple
and informative. There’s no need to look through dozens of photos of birds that don’t live in your
area. This handy book features 125 species of Tennessee birds organized by color for ease of use.
Full-page photographs present the species as you’ll see them in nature, and a “compare” feature
helps you to decide between look-alikes. Inside you’ll find: 125 species: Only Tennessee birds!
Simple color guide: See a yellow bird? Go to the yellow section Stan’s Notes: Naturalist tidbits and
facts Professional photos: Crisp, stunning images This second edition includes new species, updated
photographs and range maps, expanded information, and even more of Stan’s expert insights. So
grab Birds of Tennessee Field Guide for your next birding adventure—to help ensure that you



positively identify the birds that you see.
  a pocket guide to pigeon watching: Extraordinary Pigeons Stephen Green-Armytage,
2003-10-07 The author and photographer who opened a window into the world of exotic birds with
his successful Extraordinary Chickens and its well-received follow-up, Extraordinary Pheasants,
continues his startling exploration with another singular and charming book.
  a pocket guide to pigeon watching: The Field Guide to Dumb Birds of North America
Matt Kracht, 2019-04-02 National bestselling book: Featured on Midwest, Mountain Plains, New
Atlantic, Northern, Pacific Northwest and Southern Regional Indie Bestseller Lists Perfect book for
the birder and anti-birder alike A humorous look at 50 common North American dumb birds: For
those who have a disdain for birds or bird lovers with a sense of humor, this snarky, illustrated
handbook is equal parts profane, funny, and—let's face it—true. Featuring common North American
birds, such as the White-Breasted Butt Nugget and the Goddamned Canada Goose (or
White-Breasted Nuthatch and Canada Goose for the layperson), Matt Kracht identifies all the idiots
in your backyard and details exactly why they suck with humorous, yet angry, ink drawings. With
The Field Guide to Dumb Birds of North America, you won't need to wonder what all that racket is
anymore! • Each entry is accompanied by facts about a bird's (annoying) call, its (dumb) migratory
pattern, its (downright tacky) markings, and more. • The essential guide to all things wings with
migratory maps, tips for birding, musings on the avian population, and the ethics of birdwatching. •
Matt Kracht is an amateur birder, writer, and illustrator who enjoys creating books that celebrate
the humor inherent in life's absurdities. Based in Seattle, he enjoys gazing out the window at the
beautiful waters of Puget Sound and making fun of birds. There are loads of books out there for bird
lovers, but until now, nothing for those that love to hate birds. The Field Guide to Dumb Birds of
North America fills the void, packed with snarky illustrations that chastise the flying animals in a
funny, profane way. – Uncrate A humorous animal book with 50 common North American birds for
people who love birds and also those who love to hate birds • A perfect coffee table or bar top
conversation-starting book • Makes a great Mother's Day, Father's Day, birthday, or retirement gift
  a pocket guide to pigeon watching: Safari Dan Kainen, Carol Kaufmann, 2012-10-16 A New
York Times bestseller, Safari is a magical journey for the whole family. Readers, as if on African
safari, encounter eight wild animals that come alive using never-before-seen Photicular technology.
Each full-color image is like a 3-D movie on the page, delivering a rich, fluid, immersive visual
experience. The result is breathtaking. The cheetah bounds. The gazelle leaps. The African elephant
snaps its ears. The gorilla munches the leaves off a branch. It’s mesmerizing, as visually immediate
as a National Geographic or Animal Planet special. Accompanying the images is Safari, the guide: It
begins with an evocative journal of a safari along the Mara River in Kenya and interweaves the
history of safaris. Then for each animal there is a lively, informative essay and an at-a-glance list of
important facts. It’s the romance of being on safari—and the thrill of seeing the animals in motion—
in a book unlike any other.
  a pocket guide to pigeon watching: Pigeon Man Jim Emerton, 2019-01-18 Jim Emerton bred
and raced birds for 40 years and had birds return to the loft from as far as 879 miles away. Now in
retirement from active racing, he devotes his time and energies to sharing his experiences, his
observations and his expertise with the rest of the fancy. Here in one volume is a comprehensive
collection of his thoughts about pigeons and pigeon racing, ranging from short pieces originally
written for the leading fanciers? magazines to full-length articles and interviews. What unites us in
principle is the common good of the sport, and with this in mind I do what I can for others ? it all oils
the cogs of the sport. Some will see me as a know-all, yet I am a quiet little man making my mark,
that's all. What is true is that I have made a life study of pigeons, and as a teacher I like to impart
knowledge and experience? My aim is purely to tell it as it is to me, and if this is illuminating to
others, then so be it.?
  a pocket guide to pigeon watching: A Field Guide to Little-known & Seldom-seen Birds
of North America Ben L. Sill, Cathryn P. Sill, John Sill, 1988 BIRDERS WILL DELIGHT in this field
guide parody which hovers over the forefront of ornithological discovery. Thirty-two fabulous new



species are depicted in this volume, which features tongue-in-bill descriptions, observation hints,
and range maps, as well as remarkable full-color illustrations. The reader will never look at our
feathered friends in the same way after encountering these freakquent flyers.
  a pocket guide to pigeon watching: Le Pigeon Gabriel Rucker, Meredith Erickson, Lauren
Fortgang, Andrew Fortgang, 2013-09-17 This debut cookbook from James Beard Rising Star Chef
Gabriel Rucker features a serious yet playful collection of 150 recipes from his phenomenally
popular Portland restaurant. In the five years since Gabriel Rucker took the helm at Le Pigeon, he
has catapulted from culinary school dropout to award-winning chef. Le Pigeon is offal-centric and
meat-heavy, but by no means dogmatic, offering adventures into delicacies unknown along with the
chance to order a vegetarian mustard greens quiche and a Miller High Life if that's what you're
craving. In their first cookbook, Rucker and general manager/sommelier Andrew Fortgang celebrate
high-low extremes in cooking, combining the wild and the refined in a unique and progressive style.
Featuring wine recommendations from sommelier Andrew Fortgang, stand-out desserts from pastry
chef Lauren Fortgang, and stories about the restaurant’s raucous, seat-of-the-pants history by writer
Meredith Erickson, Le Pigeon combines the wild and the refined in a unique, progressive, and
delicious style.
  a pocket guide to pigeon watching: Birds of the Pacific Northwest John Shewey, Tim
Blount, 2017-03-01 Birding in the Pacific Northwest has never been easier! Birds of the Pacific
Northwest describes and illustrates more than 400 bird species commonly encountered in Oregon,
Washington, Idaho, and British Columbia. This comprehensive, full-color guide is organized to follow
the order in which groups and species are presented by the American Union. Range maps for each
species provide valuable information for identification.
  a pocket guide to pigeon watching: The New York Pigeon Andrew Garn, 2024-06-11
Humans have always bred, farmed, raced, and lived alongside pigeons. Some of us shoo them away
and others care for them as the city’s most famous wildlife. The New York Pigeon, now in its second
edition with spectacular new images, is a one-of-a-kind, intimate study of this worldwide neighbor.
The New York Pigeon reveals the unexpected beauty of the omnipresent pigeon as if Vogue devoted
its pages to birds, not fashion models. In spite of pigeons’ ubiquity in New York and other cities, we
never really see them closely and know very little about their function in the urban ecosystem. This
book brings to light the intriguing history, behavior, and splendor of a bird so often overlooked.
While The New York Pigeon is primarily a photography book, it also tells the five-thousand-year
story of the feral pigeon. Why are pigeons so successful in cities and not in the countryside? Why do
they have such diverse plumage? How have pigeons adapted to survive on almost any food? Why are
pigeons able to fly up to 500 miles per day but rarely do? How did Harvard psychologist B.F. Skinner
teach pigeons to do complicated tasks, from tracking missile targets to recognizing individual human
faces? Why can pigeons see in the ultraviolet light spectrum, and why is half of their brain used for
visual perception? The second edition of The New York Pigeon, with its fresh portraiture and new
essay from Catherine Quayle of the Wild Bird Fund, presents dramatic, hyper-real studio portraits
capturing the personalities, expressiveness, glorious feather iridescence, and deeply hued eyes of
the New York pigeon.
  a pocket guide to pigeon watching: The Atlas Obscura Explorer’s Guide for the World’s
Most Adventurous Kid Dylan Thuras, Rosemary Mosco, 2018-09-18 New York Times bestseller!
The Atlas Obscura Explorer’s Guide for the World’s Most Adventurous Kid is a thrilling expedition to
100 of the most surprising, mysterious, and weird-but-true places on earth. For curious kids, this is
the chance to embark on the journey of a lifetime—and see how faraway countries have more in
common than you might expect! Hopscotch from country to country in a chain of connecting
attractions: Explore Mexico’s glittering cave of crystals, then visit the world’s largest cave in
Vietnam. Peer over a 355-foot waterfall in Zambia, then learn how Antarctica’s Blood Falls got their
mysterious color. Or see mysterious mummies in Japan and France, then majestic ice caves in both
Argentina and Austria. As you climb mountains, zip-line over forests, and dive into oceans, this book
is your passport to a world of hidden wonders, illuminated by gorgeous art.



  a pocket guide to pigeon watching: Reed and Bush Warblers Peter Kennerley, David Pearson,
2010-09-15 Bradypterus, Locustella, Hippolais, Cettia.
  a pocket guide to pigeon watching: The Pigeon Tunnel John le Carré, 2016-09-06 DON’T
MISS THE PIGEON TUNNEL DOCUMENTARY—IN SELECT THEATERS AND STREAMING ON
AppleTV+ OCTOBER 20TH! The New York Times bestselling memoir from John le Carré, the
legendary author of A Legacy of Spies. “Recounted with the storytelling élan of a master
raconteur—by turns dramatic and funny, charming, tart and melancholy.” –Michiko Kakutani, The
New York Times From his years serving in British Intelligence during the Cold War, to a career as a
writer that took him from war-torn Cambodia to Beirut on the cusp of the 1982 Israeli invasion to
Russia before and after the collapse of the Berlin Wall, le Carré has always written from the heart of
modern times. In this, his first memoir, le Carré is as funny as he is incisive, reading into the events
he witnesses the same moral ambiguity with which he imbues his novels. Whether he's writing about
the parrot at a Beirut hotel that could perfectly mimic machine gun fire or the opening bars of
Beethoven’s Fifth; visiting Rwanda’s museums of the unburied dead in the aftermath of the
genocide; celebrating New Year’s Eve 1982 with Yasser Arafat and his high command; interviewing
a German woman terrorist in her desert prison in the Negev; listening to the wisdoms of the great
physicist, dissident, and Nobel Prize winner Andrei Sakharov; meeting with two former heads of the
KGB; watching Alec Guinness prepare for his role as George Smiley in the legendary BBC TV
adaptations of Tinker, Tailor, Soldier, Spy and Smiley’s People; or describing the female aid worker
who inspired the main character in The Constant Gardener, le Carré endows each happening with
vividness and humor, now making us laugh out loud, now inviting us to think anew about events and
people we believed we understood. Best of all, le Carré gives us a glimpse of a writer’s journey over
more than six decades, and his own hunt for the human spark that has given so much life and heart
to his fictional characters.
  a pocket guide to pigeon watching: Turn This Book Into a Beehive! Lynn Brunelle,
2018-04-03 The Real Buzz on Bees What a promise! Actually, promises. First, here’s a book that
teaches kids all about the fascinating world of bees. Second, fun exercises, activities, and
illustrations engage the imagination and offer a deeper understanding of bee life and bee behavior.
Third, by following a few simple steps including removing the book’s cover and taping it together,
readers can transform the book into an actual living home for backyard bees. Fourth, added all
together, Turn This Book Into a Beehive! lets kids make a difference in the world—building a home
where bees can thrive is one small but critical step in reversing the alarming trend of dwindling bee
populations. Written by Lynn Brunelle, author of Pop Bottle Science, whose gift for making science
fun earned her four Emmy Awards as a writer for Bill Nye the Science Guy, Turn This Book Into a
Beehive! introduces kids to the amazing mason bee, a non-aggressive, non-stinging super-pollinator
that does the work of over 100 honeybees. Mason bees usually live in hollow reeds or holes in wood,
but here’s how to make a home just for them: Tear out the perforated paper—each illustrated as a
different room in a house—roll the sheets into tubes, enclose the tubes using the book’s cover, and
hang the structure outside. The bees will arrive, pack mud into the tubes, and begin pollinating all
the plants in your backyard. Twenty experiments and activities reveal even more about bees—how to
smell like a bee, understand the role of flowers and pollen, learn how bees communicate with each
other through “dance,” and more. It’s the real buzz on bees, delivered in the most ingenious and
interactive way.
  a pocket guide to pigeon watching: The Big Book of Tricks for the Best Dog Ever Larry
Kay, Chris Perondi, 2019-03-19 A step-by-step guide to more than 100 dog tricks, specially designed
for effective training, for pure fun, and even for turning your dog into a YouTube star, from the
coauthor of the tremendously successful and much-praised Training the Best Dog Ever and the
genius behind The Stunt Dog Show, which performs more than 1,000 shows a year.
  a pocket guide to pigeon watching: Cher Ami and Major Whittlesey Kathleen Rooney,
2020-08-11 Both heartbreaking and sharply funny...Cher Ami and Major Whittlesey is brilliant and
surprising at every turn.--Rebecca Makkai, Pulitzer finalist for The Great Believers A heart-tugging



and gorgeously written novel based on the incredible true story of a WWI messenger pigeon and the
soldiers whose lives she forever altered, from the author of Lillian Boxfish Takes a Walk. From the
green countryside of England and the gray canyons of Wall Street come two unlikely heroes: one a
pigeon and the other a soldier. Answering the call to serve in the war to end all wars, neither Cher
Ami, the messenger bird, nor Charles Whittlesey, the Army officer, can anticipate how their lives will
briefly intersect in a chaotic battle in the forests of France, where their wills will be tested, their
fates will be shaped, and their lives will emerge forever altered. A saga of hope and duty, love and
endurance, as well as the claustrophobia of fame, Cher Ami and Major Whittlesey is a tragic yet
life-affirming war story that the world has never heard. Inspired by true events of World War I,
Kathleen Rooney resurrects two long-forgotten yet unforgettable figures, recounting their tale in a
pair of voices that will change the way that readers look at animals, freedom, and even history itself.
  a pocket guide to pigeon watching: Peterson Field Guide To North American Bird Nests
Casey McFarland, Matthew Monjello, David Moskowitz, 2021-08-24 A comprehensive field guide to
the nests and nesting behavior of North American birds Beyond being a simple reference book, the
Peterson Field Guide to North American Bird Nests is a practical, educational, and intimate doorway
to our continent’s bird life. The diversity of nests and nesting strategies of birds reflect the unique
biology and evolution of these charismatic animals. Unlike any other book currently on the market,
this guide comprehensively incorporates nest design, breeding behavior, and habitat preferences of
North American birds to provide the reader with a highly functional field resource and an engaging
perspective of this sensitive part of a bird’s life cycle.
  a pocket guide to pigeon watching: Pigeon Racing Lolly Brown, 2015-01-12 Pigeons and
man enjoy a mutually beneficial relationship dating back to Ancient Egypt and beyond. The birds
have served their human keepers as messengers, companions, and extraordinary athletes. They have
delivered messages that turned the tide of financial affairs and diverted the course of war. Some
birds have even been decorated for their battlefield heroism. Pigeon racing calls upon the birds'
remarkable homing abilities, speed, and endurance. These impressive abilities are refined through
selective breeding and progressive training programs that become a consuming pastime for pigeon
'fanciers.' Pigeon Racing offers a broad-based introduction to pigeon husbandry, health, breeding,
and competition for the novice enthusiast ... The text includes information on loft design and
outfitting, common health problems, and basic training. It explores race formats and administration
and explains the intricacies of timing. The extensive glossary serves as an introduction to the
pigeon-racing vernacular. Racing pigeons are not the feral birds you see perched on power lines and
rooftops. They are marathon fliers, relying on their innate sense of direction and heart to achieve
remarkable results.--Publisher's description.
  a pocket guide to pigeon watching: Hummingbirds Michael Fogden, Marianne Taylor, Sheri
L. Williamson, 2014-05-28 Hummingbirds have always held popular appeal, with their visual
brilliance, extraordinary flight dexterity, jewel-like color, and remarkably small size. This is the first
book to profile all 338 known species, from the Saw-billed Hermit to the Scintillant Hummingbird.
Every bird is shown life-size in glorious full-color photographs. Every species profile includes a flight
map and key statistics, as well as information about behavior, plumage, and habitat. This
authoritative guide has been annotated by the world's leading experts on hummingbirds and
features a foreword by renowned birding author Pete Dunne.
  a pocket guide to pigeon watching: The Sibley Guide to Bird Life & Behavior David Allen
Sibley, 2009 Provides basic information about the biology, life cycles, and behavior of birds, along
with brief profiles of each of the eighty bird families in North America.
  a pocket guide to pigeon watching: Real Pigeons Eat Danger (Book 2) Andrew McDonald,
2022-03-29 It’s a bird! It’s a plane! It’s—wait, it really IS a bird! Take another look, because what
looks like an ordinary pigeon might just be a hero saving your butt! The high-flying adventures
continue in book 2 of this hilarious illustrated series perfect for fans of BAD GUYS and DOG MAN.
What do Real Pigeons do? They EAT DANGER, of course! This squad of crime-fighting feathered
friends is nonstop action and nonstop laughs. Watch them as they infiltrate a secret warehouse full



of bottled birds and take down a truly criminal ostrich. The DANGER is REAL. And so are the REAL
PIGEONS.
  a pocket guide to pigeon watching: Seeing Like a State James C. Scott, 2020-03-17 “One of
the most profound and illuminating studies of this century to have been published in recent
decades.”—John Gray, New York Times Book Review Hailed as “a magisterial critique of top-down
social planning” by the New York Times, this essential work analyzes disasters from Russia to
Tanzania to uncover why states so often fail—sometimes catastrophically—in grand efforts to
engineer their society or their environment, and uncovers the conditions common to all such
planning disasters. “Beautifully written, this book calls into sharp relief the nature of the world we
now inhabit.”—New Yorker “A tour de force.”— Charles Tilly, Columbia University
  a pocket guide to pigeon watching: The Field Guide to Dumb Birds of the Whole Stupid
World Matt Kracht, 2022-01-04 Let's face it—all birds are fascinating, wonderful, idiotic jerks—no
matter where in the world they reside. Following in the footsteps of the bestselling book The Field
Guide to Dumb Birds of North America, this hilarious sequel ventures beyond to identify the
stupidest birds around the world. Featuring birds from North and South America, Africa, Asia,
Europe, and Oceania, author Matt Kracht identifies the dumb birds that manage to live all over the
freaking place with snarky, yet accurate, names and humorous, anger-filled drawings. This guide
book details exactly how much these morons suck with facts about each bird's (annoying) call, its
(stupid) migratory pattern, and its (downright tacky) markings. Complete with a matching game,
bird descriptor checklist, tips on how to identify a bird (you can tell a lot by looking into a bird's
eyes, for example), this profanity-laden book offers a balance of fact and wit that will appeal to
hardcore birders and casual bird lovers (and haters) alike. A MUST-HAVE: A must-have sequel to the
bestselling parody book The Field Guide to Dumb Birds of North America. UNIQUE &
LAUGH-OUT-LOUD FUNNY: This is a great coffee table or bar top conversation-starting book. And a
bonus, while the content is humorous, it is practical and useful! A GREAT PRESENT: This is the
perfect gift for the bird lovers and haters in your life. It also makes a great Mother's Day, Father's
Day, birthday, retirement, or gag gift. Perfect for: • Birdwatching and nature enthusiasts • Armchair
birders (or nonbirders) • Someone who needs a quirky gift for an animal lover friend • People with
serious birders in their lives who want something lighthearted
  a pocket guide to pigeon watching: Jungle Dan Kainen, Kathy Wollard, 2016-09-06 Trek into
the wild heart of the rain forest. Discover a world teeming with life. Dense and humid and filled with
secrets, rain forests are home to more than half the world's plants and animals. Using unique
Photicular technology, Jungle parts the mysterious veil of this sun-dappled land, revealing in color
and motion the living exuberance within. Watch a tarantula scuttle across the forest floor. A dancing
whipsnake flick its tongue. A Bengal tiger on the prowl, and a brilliant red-and-green macaw soar
above the canopy. Experience it for yourself.
  a pocket guide to pigeon watching: Tits, Boobies and Loons: And Other Birds Named by
People Who Clearly Hate Birds Stu Royall, 2022-02-17 From the monotonous lark to the
rough-faced shag, these poor birds have us all asking: ARE ORNITHOLOGISTS OK?
  a pocket guide to pigeon watching: Kaufman Field Guide to Nature of the Midwest Kenn
Kaufman, Jeff Sayre, Kimberly Kaufman, 2015 The only field guide for identifying the birds,
mammals, trees, wildflowers, insects, reptiles, amphibians, fishes, spiders, mushrooms, ferns,
grasses, and sky of the Midwest.
  a pocket guide to pigeon watching: Alice in Wonderland Lewis Carroll, 2024-09-25 Alice's
Adventures in Wonderland is an 1865 English children's novel by Lewis Carroll, a mathematics don
at the University of Oxford. It details the story of a girl named Alice who falls through a rabbit hole
into a fantasy world of anthropomorphic creatures. It is seen as an example of the literary nonsense
genre. The artist John Tenniel provided 42 wood-engraved illustrations for the book.It received
positive reviews upon release and is now one of the best-known works of Victorian literature; its
narrative, structure, characters and imagery have had a widespread influence on popular culture
and literature, especially in the fantasy genre. It is credited as helping end an era of didacticism in



children's literature, inaugurating an era in which writing for children aimed to delight or entertain.
The tale plays with logic, giving the story lasting popularity with adults as well as with children. The
titular character Alice shares her name with Alice Liddell, a girl Carroll knewscholars disagree about
the extent to which the character was based upon her.
  a pocket guide to pigeon watching: The Complete Book of Hummingbirds Tony Tilford,
2015-03-01 A fascinating reference guide to nature's jewels in flight. Often called jewels in flight due
to their brilliant plumage, the tiny hummingbird is a welcome friend in gardens and on patios
everywhere. These fascinating little avians have long captured our imagination with their
spectacular beauty and magical ability to hover in midair. Discover these remarkable little birds in
the Complete Book of Hummingbirds by Tony Tilford. This is the ultimate reference guide to
hummingbirds, featuring a comprehensive overview of the birds' biology, evolution, behavior,
breeding, and migration patterns. You'll be awestruck by the amazing updated collection of full-color
photographs depicting hummingbirds in flight and at rest in the Gallery of Hummingbirds. Learn
how to attract hungry hummingbirds to your garden! Discover the kinds of plants and flowers that
they love to visit, and how to create artificial feeding stations by making your own hummingbird
food. From Woodnymphs and Mountain-Gems to Plovercrests and Hillstars, this thorough book
describes all the hummingbirds of the world, and includes a helpful reference section, complete with
a glossary and recommended websites for further reading.
  a pocket guide to pigeon watching: The Raconteur's Commonplace Book Kate Milford,
2021-02-23 In this standalone mystery set in the world of the New York Times bestselling Greenglass
House by an Edgar Award–winning author, a group of strangers trapped in an otherworldly inn
slowly reveal their secrets, proving that nothing is what it seems and there's always more than one
side to the story. The rain hasn't stopped for a week, and the twelve guests of the Blue Vein Tavern
are trapped by flooded roads and the rising Skidwrack River. Among them are a ship’s captain,
tattooed twins, a musician, and a young girl traveling on her own. To pass the time, they begin to tell
stories—each a different type of folklore—that eventually reveal more about their own secrets than
they intended. As the rain continues to pour down—an uncanny, unnatural amount of rain—the
guests begin to realize that the entire city is in danger, and not just from the flood. But they have
only their stories, and one another, to save them. Will it be enough? Will dazzle seasoned Milford
fans and kindle new ones. (Publishers Weekly starred review)
  a pocket guide to pigeon watching: The Pigeon Patrick Süskind, 2015-06-25 The Pigeon by
Patrick Süskind is dark and haunting tale from the author of the bestselling Perfume - now available
in ebook for the first time Set in Paris and attracting comparisons with Franz Kafka and Edgar Allan
Poe, The Pigeon tells the story of a day in the meticulously ordered life of bank security guard
Jonathan Noel. Noel who has been hiding from life since his wife left him for her Tunisian lover -
when he opens his front door on a day he believes will be just like any other, he encounters not the
desired empty hallway but an unwelcome, diabolical intruder . . . This tense, disturbing follow-up to
the bestselling Perfume is a modern classic novella from the much-acclaimed Patrick Süskind
  a pocket guide to pigeon watching: Red is Best Kathy Stinson, Robin Baird Lewis, 1982 The
little girl in this story likes to wear red clothes all the time - no matter what she looks like Each day,
she struggles with her mum to be allowed to wear her favourite clothes.
  a pocket guide to pigeon watching: Polar Dan Kainen, Carol Kaufmann, 2015-10-06 Take a
stunning journey to the ends of the earth through the colorful, fluid motion of Photicular®
technology. A phenomenon first seen in the bestsellers Safari and Ocean, Photicular technology uses
sliding lenses and video imagery to display realistic living motion in the pages of a book. It’s like a
movie in your hand. Penguins waddle in their irresistibly happy way. A walrus lumbers across the
snowy landscape. There’s a polar bear with her lively cubs. A beluga whale, breaching. A team of
sled dogs sprinting directly at the viewer. And the miracle of the Northern Lights, shimmering like a
silk rainbow through the star-filled night. National Geographic writer Carol Kaufmann brings the
reader along on a voyage to the North and South Poles, and writes a lively and informative essay for
each image, including vital statistics for each animal, such as their size, range, habitat, and more.



  a pocket guide to pigeon watching: Butterflies of East Africa Steve Collins, Dino J.
Martins, 2016 Compact guide to 246 common, spectacular and interesting butterflies found in
Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Rwanda and Burundi. Concise text, colour photographs, distribution
maps.
  a pocket guide to pigeon watching: Sewing for Your Girls Yoshiko Tsukiori, 2015-03-17
Sew cute and original clothes for your little angel with this easy-to-follow DIY sewing book. Yoshiko
Tsukiori's Japanese sewing books provide elegant casual designs for women and children and have
made her one of the most popular names in the Japanese sew–it–yourself craze. In Sewing for Your
Girls, Tsukiori has done it again, creating eight adorable and endlessly versatile new patterns for
clothes that will delight every mother's budget—and suit every little girl's personal style and body
type. Tsukiori provides easy–to–follow instructions (in English) and shares the basic techniques for
creating all the classic elements of little girls' clothes. Today's emerging legions of DIY mothers will
discover how to make: A round collared shirt or tunic A classic smocked sundress Overalls with
plenty of pocket room Draw-string pants that fit beautifully A shawl-collared dress or top A gathered
neckline shirt, tunic, or dress A pretty dress with shoulder ruffles A raglan top or dress Add ruffles
or bows, add tiers or pockets, add sleeves or go sleeveless—each of these garments can be
embellished in endless variations to create literally hundreds of different styles. Tsukiori also guides
readers on how to select carefree, pretty, and inexpensive fabrics that girls will love to wear every
day! Imagination and creativity are the keys to dressing girls stylishly on a budget, and Sewing for
Your Girls makes it easy to mix and match the basic components so that each piece is as unique as it
is beautiful.
  a pocket guide to pigeon watching: On the Roof Josh Katz, 2021-11-23 This view of a
life-altering moment in our history—captured from one photographer’s Brooklyn rooftop—is a
testament to human hope and resilience, and what we’ve learned about living in community. The
roof of a New York apartment building, like some New York neighbors, can be elusive—you could
live there for years and never see it. The unique constraints of 2020’s quarantine drove
photographer and Brooklyn transplant Josh Katz up to his Bushwick rooftop and introduced him to
both. What he discovered there astonished him. Families, lovers, dogs, meditators, artists, exercise
fanatics, daredevils, drinkers, dancers—in this strange time the world below had found a way to
continue ticking on up above, subject to new patterns and distances. And then, there were the
pigeon fanciers, who had been up there for decades, watching the neighborhood change around
them. Josh reached for his camera. The project grew from a man’s attempt to cope with his own
isolation to a tender portrait of his community—captured entirely from his own roof—and a resonant
chronicle of how some of us found new hope and space in a life-altering year. Characters as heartfelt
as any in the now-classic Humans of New York accompany Josh’s keen observations on urban space,
human interaction, and new ways of city living we can bring down from the roof to apply in a
post-quarantine world.
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