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Summary: A Bottom-Up Look at
American History
Author: Howard Zinn, a renowned historian, playwright, and activist. His experience as a
World War II veteran and his deep commitment to social justice profoundly shaped his
perspective and informed the narrative of A People's History of the United States.

Publisher: Harper Perennial, a reputable publisher known for its diverse range of
nonfiction titles, including significant works on social and political history. Their
publication of Zinn's book cemented its place within the ongoing conversation surrounding
American history and its interpretation.

Editor: While A People's History of the United States doesn't list a specific editor in the
traditional sense, the book's impact was significantly shaped by the editorial process at
Harper & Row (now Harper Perennial), where it underwent rigorous review and editing to
ensure clarity and accuracy. The editorial oversight ensured the text’s accessibility to a
broad audience while maintaining the integrity of Zinn's challenging perspective.

This article provides a comprehensive a people's history of the united states summary,
exploring its main themes and offering personal reflections alongside relevant case
studies. Zinn's seminal work, A People's History of the United States, challenges the
traditional, top-down narrative of American history, which often glorifies the actions of
national leaders while neglecting the experiences of marginalized groups. Instead, Zinn's a
people's history of the united states summary centers the voices and struggles of ordinary
people—Indigenous peoples, enslaved Africans, women, workers, and immigrants—who
have shaped the nation's story in profound ways.

The Core Themes of A People's History of the
United States Summary

One of the most striking aspects of a a people's history of the united states summary is its
focus on the lasting impact of colonialism on Native Americans. Zinn doesn't shy away
from depicting the brutal realities of colonization, highlighting the systematic
dispossession of land, the forced assimilation policies, and the widespread violence
inflicted upon Indigenous populations. He underscores the ongoing struggle for land



rights and self-determination that continues to this day. Reading accounts of the Trail of
Tears, for instance, profoundly impacted my understanding of the devastating
consequences of westward expansion. It's a stark reminder of the human cost of ignoring
the voices of the oppressed.

Another pivotal theme within a people's history of the united states summary is the history
of slavery and its enduring legacy. Zinn meticulously details the horrors of the
transatlantic slave trade and the institution of slavery in America, emphasizing not only
the physical and emotional suffering inflicted upon enslaved Africans but also the
economic and political power it generated for the white elite. This section isn’t just about
recounting the past; it's about understanding how the structures of racism and inequality
established during this period continue to shape contemporary society. A personal
connection here is the realization that many of the economic disparities we see today have
their roots in the wealth accumulated through the exploitation of enslaved labor.

The labor movement is another area prominently featured in a a people's history of the
united states summary. Zinn chronicles the struggles of workers throughout American
history, from the early colonial period to the rise of industrial unions in the 20th century.
He highlights the constant fight for better wages, safer working conditions, and the right
to organize. Examining the Pullman Strike of 1894, for example, illustrates the brutal
tactics used to suppress worker solidarity and the ongoing fight for labor rights. This
resonates with my own interest in social justice movements, showing how workers'
persistent struggles have shaped the very fabric of the American labor landscape.

Case Studies Illuminating a People's History of
the United States Summary

The Haymarket Affair (1886): This case study, detailed in a people's history of the united
states summary, perfectly exemplifies the violent suppression of labor movements. The
bombing during a labor protest in Chicago resulted in the execution of several innocent
workers and cemented a narrative that demonized labor organizers. This narrative,
expertly deconstructed by Zinn, demonstrates how the powerful manipulate events to
serve their interests.

The Spanish-American War (1898): Zinn's analysis of this war reveals its imperialistic
nature and the human cost of American expansionism in Cuba and the Philippines. The
narrative within a people's history of the united states summary challenges the
celebratory accounts of the war, showing how American intervention fueled violence and
oppression.

The Civil Rights Movement: Zinn's a people's history of the united states summary does
not shy away from showcasing the immense bravery and determination of those who
fought for civil rights. He profiles key figures and highlights the nonviolent resistance
strategies, while also acknowledging the violence and oppression faced by activists. This
section, in particular, emphasizes the power of collective action in the face of injustice.



The Lasting Impact of A People's History of the
United States Summary

A people's history of the united states summary is more than just a historical account; it's
a call to action. Zinn's work challenges readers to critically examine the dominant
narratives of American history and to consider the perspectives of those who have been
historically marginalized. It encourages a deeper understanding of power dynamics,
systemic inequality, and the ongoing struggle for social justice. The book's influence is
evident in the proliferation of alternative historical narratives and in the continued
activism aimed at addressing social injustice. My own journey towards a more nuanced
understanding of American history is directly attributable to Zinn’s profound work.

Conclusion

A People's History of the United States by Howard Zinn is a monumental work that
compels readers to re-evaluate their understanding of American history. It's a powerful
reminder that history is not merely a collection of facts but a complex and contested
narrative shaped by the power dynamics of its time. By centering the voices of those
traditionally excluded from the historical record, Zinn provides a more complete and
morally resonant account of the American experience. This a people's history of the united
states summary only scratches the surface of this enriching and challenging work. I
strongly encourage readers to delve into the complete text to fully grasp its profound
impact.

FAQs

What makes Zinn's approach to history different? Zinn's approach is unique in its1.
focus on the experiences of marginalized groups and its critical examination of power
structures. He challenges traditional narratives that often prioritize the actions of
elites.

Is A People's History biased? Critics argue it presents a biased perspective,1.
neglecting positive aspects of American history. However, its value lies in its counter-
narrative and challenging of dominant perspectives.

Who is the intended audience? While accessible to all, the book resonates1.
particularly with those interested in social justice, activism, and a critical



understanding of power dynamics.

What are some criticisms of the book? Some criticize its lack of nuance in certain1.
historical events and its perceived bias toward leftist viewpoints.

How has the book impacted education? It has spurred discussions about the need for1.
more inclusive and critical approaches to teaching history.

Has the book been challenged or banned? Yes, it has faced challenges in schools and1.
libraries due to its controversial content and perspectives.

What are some alternative books offering similar perspectives? Several books offer1.
alternative perspectives, including works focusing on specific marginalized groups or
periods.

How does Zinn's work relate to contemporary issues? The book's themes of social1.
justice, inequality, and power remain highly relevant to contemporary challenges.

Is there an updated edition of A People's History? While there isn't a fully updated1.
version, readers can find numerous supplementary texts and articles providing
updated context and information.

Related Articles

The Indigenous Perspective in A People's History: An examination of Zinn's portrayal1.
of Native American experiences and its reception among Indigenous communities.

Labor Movements in A People's History: A Deeper Dive: A detailed analysis of Zinn's2.
coverage of the labor movement in the US, focusing on key strikes and their



consequences.

The Role of Women in A People's History: An exploration of how Zinn depicts3.
women's contributions and struggles throughout American history.

A People's History and the Civil Rights Movement: An in-depth look at Zinn’s4.
portrayal of the civil rights movement and its key figures.

Comparing A People's History to Traditional Narratives: A comparative analysis5.
contrasting Zinn's approach with more conventional historical accounts.

Zinn's Legacy and its Influence on Modern Activism: An examination of how Zinn's6.
work has influenced contemporary social movements and activism.

Critiques and Defenses of A People's History: A balanced discussion of both7.
criticisms and defenses of Zinn's historical approach.

Teaching A People's History in the Classroom: Strategies for incorporating Zinn's8.
work into educational settings and addressing potential controversies.

A People's History and the Concept of Counter-History: An examination of A People's9.
History within the broader context of counter-history and alternative historical
narratives.

A People's History of the United States Summary:
A Comprehensive Guide

Author: This guide was written by [Your Name/Pen Name], a historian specializing in 20th-
century American history and social movements. [Optional: Add brief, relevant credentials
or experience, e.g., "with a PhD from [University] and publications in [relevant journals]."]

Publisher: This guide is published by [Your Website/Platform Name], a platform dedicated
to providing accessible and insightful summaries and analyses of significant historical
works. [Optional: Add a description of your platform's expertise, e.g., "We strive to make
complex historical narratives understandable to a broad audience, employing clear
language and engaging analysis." ]

Editor: Edited by [Editor's Name], a seasoned editor with extensive experience in
academic and popular history writing. [Optional: Add editor's credentials or relevant
experience, e.g., "with a background in journalism and a keen interest in social justice
themes."]

Keywords: a people's history of the united states summary, Howard Zinn, American
history, social movements, class struggle, indigenous history, African American history,
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Understanding Howard Zinn's A People's History of the
United States

Howard Zinn's A People's History of the United States, first published in 1980, remains a
highly influential and often controversial work. A people's history of the united states
summary necessitates understanding its central argument: that traditional histories of the
United States often neglect the experiences and perspectives of marginalized groups,
focusing instead on the narratives of powerful elites. Zinn offers a counter-narrative,
centering the voices and struggles of Native Americans, African Americans, women,
workers, and other marginalized communities. This is not to say he ignores the actions of
presidents and other powerful figures, but he places them within the broader context of
social and economic inequality.

A People's History of the United States Summary: Key
Themes

A comprehensive a people's history of the united states summary should highlight these
recurring themes:

Indigenous Peoples and Colonization: Zinn's account begins with a stark portrayal of1.
the brutal impact of European colonization on Native American populations,
emphasizing the dispossession, violence, and cultural destruction inflicted upon
them. He challenges the romanticized narratives often associated with the "settling"
of the Americas.

Slavery and the African American Experience: The book extensively details the1.
horrors of slavery and its enduring legacy in American society. Zinn highlights the
resistance and agency of enslaved people, showcasing their constant fight for
freedom and dignity. He connects slavery to subsequent racial injustices and
inequalities.

Labor Movements and Class Struggle: A significant portion of A People's History1.
focuses on the struggles of working-class Americans, detailing the formation of labor
unions, strikes, and the ongoing fight for better working conditions and fair wages.
Zinn frames these struggles within a broader context of class conflict and power
dynamics.



Wars and Imperialism: Zinn examines U.S. involvement in various wars, challenging1.
the justifications often presented by the government. He highlights the human cost of
war and its impact on marginalized communities, both domestically and
internationally.

The Civil Rights Movement: The book dedicates considerable space to the Civil1.
Rights Movement, emphasizing the contributions of ordinary people and the
strategies of nonviolent resistance employed in the fight for racial equality.

Counter-Narratives: Zinn consistently prioritizes the voices and experiences of those1.
traditionally excluded from mainstream historical narratives. This commitment to
counter-narratives is central to his project.

Best Practices for Understanding A People's History

To gain a complete understanding of A People's History of the United States, readers
should:

Engage critically: Zinn's work is not without its critics. Engage with different
interpretations and perspectives to develop a nuanced understanding.
Consider the context: Understand the historical context in which Zinn wrote and the
intellectual currents that shaped his perspective.
Seek diverse sources: Supplement Zinn's account with other historical works to gain a
more complete picture of the past.
Focus on the themes: Don't get bogged down in minute details. Concentrate on
understanding the overarching themes and arguments.

Common Pitfalls to Avoid

Oversimplification: Avoid reducing Zinn's complex arguments to simplistic soundbites.
Ignoring criticisms: Be aware of the criticisms leveled against Zinn's work and engage
with them thoughtfully.
Treating it as definitive: Remember that A People's History offers one perspective, albeit a
crucial one, on American history.
Ignoring primary sources: Don't rely solely on Zinn's interpretation; explore primary
sources to gain a deeper understanding of the events he describes.

Conclusion

A People's History of the United States offers a vital counterpoint to traditional historical
narratives, emphasizing the struggles and contributions of marginalized groups.



Understanding this perspective is crucial for a more complete and nuanced understanding
of the American past. By engaging with the book critically and thoughtfully, readers can
gain valuable insights into the complexities of American history and its continuing legacy.

FAQs

Is A People's History biased? Yes, it has a clear bias towards the experiences of1.
marginalized groups. However, understanding this bias is key to appreciating its
contribution to historical understanding.

Is A People's History accurate? Zinn's interpretations are based on historical1.
evidence, but his selection and emphasis on certain events and perspectives shape
his narrative.

Who is A People's History for? It's suitable for anyone interested in a more inclusive1.
and critical understanding of American history.

What are the main criticisms of A People's History? Criticisms often focus on1.
perceived inaccuracies, bias, and an alleged oversimplification of complex historical
events.

How does A People's History differ from traditional histories? It centers the1.
experiences of marginalized groups, challenging the focus on elites found in many
traditional accounts.

What impact has A People's History had? It has profoundly impacted the way1.
American history is taught and understood, influencing subsequent historical
scholarship.

Are there alternative viewpoints to Zinn's perspective? Many books offer alternative1.
viewpoints, often focusing on different aspects of American history.



How can I use A People's History in my studies? It can serve as a valuable starting1.
point for research, offering a different lens through which to analyze historical
events.

Where can I find more information about A People's History? Numerous websites,1.
articles, and reviews provide detailed analyses and discussions of the book.

Related Articles

A People's History of the United States: Chapter Summaries: A detailed breakdown1.
of each chapter's key points and arguments.

The Legacy of Howard Zinn: An examination of Zinn's broader influence on historical1.
scholarship and social activism.

Criticisms of A People's History of the United States: A balanced review of common1.
critiques and counterarguments.

Comparing A People's History to Traditional Histories: A comparative analysis1.
highlighting the differences in approach and focus.

The Role of Indigenous Peoples in A People's History: A deeper dive into Zinn's1.
treatment of Native American history.

The Civil Rights Movement in A People's History: An in-depth look at Zinn's portrayal1.
of the Civil Rights Movement and its key figures.

Labor History in A People's History: An exploration of Zinn's analysis of labor1.
struggles and their impact on American society.



The Impact of A People's History on Education: An analysis of how A People's History1.
has influenced the teaching of American history.

Alternative Perspectives on American History: A survey of books offering differing1.
perspectives on various aspects of American history.

  a peoples history of the united states summary: A People's History of the United States
Howard Zinn, 2003-02-04 Since its original landmark publication in 1980, A People's History of the
United States has been chronicling American history from the bottom up, throwing out the official
version of history taught in schools -- with its emphasis on great men in high places -- to focus on the
street, the home, and the, workplace. Known for its lively, clear prose as well as its scholarly
research, A People's History is the only volume to tell America's story from the point of view of -- and
in the words of -- America's women, factory workers, African-Americans, Native Americans, the
working poor, and immigrant laborers. As historian Howard Zinn shows, many of our country's
greatest battles -- the fights for a fair wage, an eight-hour workday, child-labor laws, health and
safety standards, universal suffrage, women's rights, racial equality -- were carried out at the
grassroots level, against bloody resistance. Covering Christopher Columbus's arrival through
President Clinton's first term, A People's History of the United States, which was nominated for the
American Book Award in 1981, features insightful analysis of the most important events in our
history. Revised, updated, and featuring a new after, word by the author, this special twentieth
anniversary edition continues Zinn's important contribution to a complete and balanced
understanding of American history.
  a peoples history of the united states summary: Voices of a People's History of the
United States Howard Zinn, Anthony Arnove, 2011-01-04 Here in their own words are Frederick
Douglass, George Jackson, Chief Joseph, Martin Luther King Jr., Plough Jogger, Sacco and Vanzetti,
Patti Smith, Bruce Springsteen, Mark Twain, and Malcolm X, to name just a few of the hundreds of
voices that appear in Voices of a People's History of the United States, edited by Howard Zinn and
Anthony Arnove. Paralleling the twenty-four chapters of Zinn's A People's History of the United
States, Voices of a People’s History is the long-awaited companion volume to the national bestseller.
For Voices, Zinn and Arnove have selected testimonies to living history—speeches, letters, poems,
songs—left by the people who make history happen but who usually are left out of history
books—women, workers, nonwhites. Zinn has written short introductions to the texts, which range
in length from letters or poems of less than a page to entire speeches and essays that run several
pages. Voices of a People’s History is a symphony of our nation’s original voices, rich in ideas and
actions, the embodiment of the power of civil disobedience and dissent wherein lies our nation’s true
spirit of defiance and resilience.
  a peoples history of the united states summary: A People's History of American Empire
Howard Zinn, Mike Konopacki, Paul Buhle, 2008-04 Adapted from the critically acclaimed chronicle
of U.S. history, a study of American expansionism around the world is told from a grassroots
perspective and provides an analysis of important events from Wounded Knee to Iraq.
  a peoples history of the united states summary: An Indigenous Peoples' History of the
United States (10th Anniversary Edition) Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz, 2023-10-03 New York Times
Bestseller Now part of the HBO docuseries Exterminate All the Brutes, written and directed by



Raoul Peck Recipient of the American Book Award The first history of the United States told from
the perspective of indigenous peoples Today in the United States, there are more than five hundred
federally recognized Indigenous nations comprising nearly three million people, descendants of the
fifteen million Native people who once inhabited this land. The centuries-long genocidal program of
the US settler-colonial regimen has largely been omitted from history. Now, for the first time,
acclaimed historian and activist Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz offers a history of the United States told from
the perspective of Indigenous peoples and reveals how Native Americans, for centuries, actively
resisted expansion of the US empire. With growing support for movements such as the campaign to
abolish Columbus Day and replace it with Indigenous Peoples’ Day and the Dakota Access Pipeline
protest led by the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe, An Indigenous Peoples’ History of the United States is
an essential resource providing historical threads that are crucial for understanding the present. In
An Indigenous Peoples’ History of the United States, Dunbar-Ortiz adroitly challenges the founding
myth of the United States and shows how policy against the Indigenous peoples was colonialist and
designed to seize the territories of the original inhabitants, displacing or eliminating them. And as
Dunbar-Ortiz reveals, this policy was praised in popular culture, through writers like James
Fenimore Cooper and Walt Whitman, and in the highest offices of government and the military.
Shockingly, as the genocidal policy reached its zenith under President Andrew Jackson, its
ruthlessness was best articulated by US Army general Thomas S. Jesup, who, in 1836, wrote of the
Seminoles: “The country can be rid of them only by exterminating them.” Spanning more than four
hundred years, this classic bottom-up peoples’ history radically reframes US history and explodes
the silences that have haunted our national narrative. An Indigenous Peoples' History of the United
States is a 2015 PEN Oakland-Josephine Miles Award for Excellence in Literature.
  a peoples history of the united states summary: A People's History of the United States
Howard Zinn, Kathy Emery, Ellen Reeves, 2003 Presents the history of the United States from the
point of view of those who were exploited in the name of American progress.
  a peoples history of the united states summary: A People's History of the Civil War David
Williams, 2011-05-10 “Does for the Civil War period what Howard Zinn’s A People’s History of the
United States did for the study of American history in general.” —Library Journal Historian David
Williams has written the first account of the American Civil War as viewed though the eyes of
ordinary people—foot soldiers, slaves, women, prisoners of war, draft resisters, Native Americans,
and others. Richly illustrated with little-known anecdotes and firsthand testimony, this path-breaking
narrative moves beyond presidents and generals to tell a new and powerful story about America’s
most destructive conflict. A People’s History of the Civil War is a “readable social history” that
“sheds fascinating light” on this crucial period. In so doing, it recovers the long-overlooked
perspectives and forgotten voices of one of the defining chapters of American history (Publishers
Weekly). “Meticulously researched and persuasively argued.” —The Atlanta Journal-Constitution
  a peoples history of the united states summary: A People's History of the Supreme
Court Peter Irons, 2006-07-25 A comprehensive history of the people and cases that have changed
history, this is the definitive account of the nation's highest court featuring a forward by Howard
Zinn Recent changes in the Supreme Court have placed the venerable institution at the forefront of
current affairs, making this comprehensive and engaging work as timely as ever. In the tradition of
Howard Zinn's classic A People's History of the United States, Peter Irons chronicles the decisions
that have influenced virtually every aspect of our society, from the debates over judicial power to
controversial rulings in the past regarding slavery, racial segregation, and abortion, as well as more
current cases about school prayer, the Bush/Gore election results, and enemy combatants. To
understand key issues facing the supreme court and the current battle for the court's ideological
makeup, there is no better guide than Peter Irons. This revised and updated edition includes a
foreword by Howard Zinn. A sophisticated narrative history of the Supreme Court . . . [Irons]
breathes abundant life into old documents and reminds readers that today's fiercest arguments
about rights are the continuation of the endless American conversation. -Publisher's Weekly (starred
review)



  a peoples history of the united states summary: What's My Name, Fool? Dave Zirin,
2011-02 In Whats My Name, Fool? sports writer Dave Zirin shows how sports express the worst -
and at times the most creative, exciting, and political - features of our society. Zirins sharp and
insightful commentary on the personalities, politics, and history of American sports is unlike any
sports writing being done today. Zirin explores how NBA brawls highlight tensions beyond the
arena, how the bold stances taken by sports unions can chart a path for the entire labor movement,
and the unexplored political stirrings of a new generation of athletes who are no longer content to
just ''play one game at a time.'' Whats My Name, Fool? draws on original interviews with former
heavyweight champ George Foreman, Olympic athlete John Carlos, NBA player and anti-death
penalty activist Etan Thomas, antiwar womens college hoopster Toni Smith, Olympic Project for
Human Rights leader Lee Evans and many others. It also unearths a history of athletes ranging from
Jackie Robinson to Muhammad Ali to Billie Jean King, who charted a new course through their
athletic ability and their outspoken views.
  a peoples history of the united states summary: The Other Civil War Howard Zinn,
2011-03-15 The Other Civil War offers historian and activist Howard Zinn's view of the social and
civil background of the American Civil War—a view that is rarely provided in standard historical
texts. Drawn from his New York Times bestseller A People's History of the United States, this set of
essays recounts the history of American labor, free and not free, in the years leading up to and
during the Civil War. He offers an alternative yet necessary account of that terrible nation-defining
epoch.
  a peoples history of the united states summary: A People's History for the Classroom
Bill Bigelow, Howard Zinn, 2008 Presents a collection of lessons and activities for teaching American
history for students in middle school and high school.
  a peoples history of the united states summary: A People's History of Poverty in
America Stephen Pimpare, 2011-06-07 In A People's History of Poverty in America, political
scientist Stephen Pimpare brings the human lives and real-life stories of those who struggle with
poverty in America to the foreground, vividly describing life as poor and welfare-reliant Americans
experience it, from the big city to the rural countryside. Prodigiously researched, A People's History
of Poverty in America unearths rich, poignant, and often surprising testimonies—both
heart-wrenching and humorous—that range from the early days of the United States to the present
day. Pimpare shows us how the poor have found food, secured shelter, and created community, and,
most important, he illuminates their battles for dignity and respect in the face of the judgment,
control, and disdain that are all too often the price they must pay for charity and government aid. In
telling these hidden stories, Pimpare argues eloquently for a fundamental rethinking of poverty, one
that includes both a more nuanced understanding of the history of the American welfare state, and a
meaningful—and truly accurate—new definition of the poverty line. Hailed by Kirkus Reviews as an
“illuminating history of America's poor” and a “useful counter against those who blame the poor for
their bad luck,” A People's History of Poverty in America reminds us that poverty is not in itself a
moral failure, but our failure to understand it may well be.
  a peoples history of the united states summary: A Patriot's History of the United States
Larry Schweikart, Michael Patrick Allen, 2004-12-29 For the past three decades, many history
professors have allowed their biases to distort the way America’s past is taught. These intellectuals
have searched for instances of racism, sexism, and bigotry in our history while downplaying the
greatness of America’s patriots and the achievements of “dead white men.” As a result, more
emphasis is placed on Harriet Tubman than on George Washington; more about the internment of
Japanese Americans during World War II than about D-Day or Iwo Jima; more on the dangers we
faced from Joseph McCarthy than those we faced from Josef Stalin. A Patriot’s History of the United
States corrects those doctrinaire biases. In this groundbreaking book, America’s discovery,
founding, and development are reexamined with an appreciation for the elements of public virtue,
personal liberty, and private property that make this nation uniquely successful. This book offers a
long-overdue acknowledgment of America’s true and proud history.



  a peoples history of the united states summary: A Young People's History of the United
States Howard Zinn, 2011-01-04 A Young People's History of the United States brings to US history
the viewpoints of workers, slaves, immigrants, women, Native Americans, and others whose stories,
and their impact, are rarely included in books for young people. A Young People's History of the
United States is also a companion volume to The People Speak, the film adapted from A People's
History of the United States and Voices of a People’s History of the United States. Beginning with a
look at Christopher Columbus’s arrival through the eyes of the Arawak Indians, then leading the
reader through the struggles for workers’ rights, women’s rights, and civil rights during the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries, and ending with the current protests against continued
American imperialism, Zinn in the volumes of A Young People’s History of the United States presents
a radical new way of understanding America’s history. In so doing, he reminds readers that
America’s true greatness is shaped by our dissident voices, not our military generals.
  a peoples history of the united states summary: Truth Has a Power of Its Own Howard Zinn,
2019-09-03 American history told from the bottom up by Howard Zinn himself—and the perfect
all-ages introduction to his eye-opening viewpoint, published on Zinn’s hundredth birthday Truth
Has a Power of Its Own is an engrossing collection of conversations with the late Howard Zinn and
“an eloquently hopeful introduction for those who haven’t yet encountered Zinn’s work” (Booklist).
Here is an unvarnished, yet ultimately optimistic, tour of American history—told by someone who
was often an active participant in it. Viewed through the lens of Zinn’s own life as a soldier,
historian, and activist and using his paradigm-shifting A People’s History of the United States as a
point of departure, these conversations explore the American Revolution, the Civil War, the labor
battles of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, U.S. imperialism from the Indian Wars to the War
on Terrorism, World Wars I and II, the Cold War, and the fight for equality and immigrant rights—all
from an unapologetically radical standpoint. Longtime admirers and a new generation of readers
alike will be fascinated to learn about Zinn’s thought processes, rationale, motivations, and approach
to his now-iconic historical work. Zinn’s humane (and often humorous) voice—along with his keen
moral vision—shine through every one of these lively and thought-provoking conversations. Battles
over the telling of our history still rage across the country, and there’s no better person to tell it than
Howard Zinn.
  a peoples history of the united states summary: Debunking Howard Zinn Mary Grabar,
2019-08-20 Howard Zinn’s A People’s History of the United States has sold more than 2.5 million
copies. It is pushed by Hollywood celebrities, defended by university professors who know better,
and assigned in high school and college classrooms to teach students that American history is
nothing more than a litany of oppression, slavery, and exploitation. Zinn’s history is popular, but it is
also massively wrong. Scholar Mary Grabar exposes just how wrong in her stunning new book
Debunking Howard Zinn, which demolishes Zinn’s Marxist talking points that now dominate
American education. In Debunking Howard Zinn, you’ll learn, contra Zinn: How Columbus was not a
genocidal maniac, and was, in fact, a defender of Indians Why the American Indians were not
feminist-communist sexual revolutionaries ahead of their time How the United States was founded to
protect liberty, not white males’ ill-gotten wealth Why Americans of the “Greatest Generation” were
not the equivalent of Nazi war criminals How the Viet Cong were not well-meaning community
leaders advocating for local self-rule Why the Black Panthers were not civil rights leaders Grabar
also reveals Zinn’s bag of dishonest rhetorical tricks: his slavish reliance on partisan history, explicit
rejection of historical balance, and selective quotation of sources to make them say the exact
opposite of what their authors intended. If you care about America’s past—and our future—you need
this book.
  a peoples history of the united states summary: A People's History of the World Chris
Harman, 2017-05-02 Building on A People’s History of the United States, this radical world history
captures the broad sweep of human history from the perspective of struggling classes. An
“indispensable volume” on class and capitalism throughout the ages—for readers reckoning with the
history they were taught and history as it truly was (Howard Zinn) From the earliest human societies



to the Holy Roman Empire, from the Middle Ages to the Enlightenment, from the Industrial
Revolution to the end of the twentieth century, Chris Harman provides a brilliant and comprehensive
history of the human race. Eschewing the standard accounts of “Great Men,” of dates and kings,
Harman offers a groundbreaking counter-history, a breathtaking sweep across the centuries in the
tradition of “history from below.” In a fiery narrative, he shows how ordinary men and women were
involved in creating and changing society and how conflict between classes was often at the core of
these developments. While many scholars see the victory of capitalism as now safely secured,
Harman explains the rise and fall of societies and civilizations throughout the ages and demonstrates
that history moves ever onward in every age. A vital corrective to traditional history, A People's
History of the World is essential reading for anyone interested in how society has changed and
developed and the possibilities for further radical progress.
  a peoples history of the united states summary: These Truths: A History of the United
States Jill Lepore, 2018-09-18 “Nothing short of a masterpiece.” —NPR Books A New York Times
Bestseller and a Washington Post Notable Book of the Year In the most ambitious one-volume
American history in decades, award-winning historian Jill Lepore offers a magisterial account of the
origins and rise of a divided nation. Widely hailed for its “sweeping, sobering account of the
American past” (New York Times Book Review), Jill Lepore’s one-volume history of America places
truth itself—a devotion to facts, proof, and evidence—at the center of the nation’s history. The
American experiment rests on three ideas—“these truths,” Jefferson called them—political equality,
natural rights, and the sovereignty of the people. But has the nation, and democracy itself, delivered
on that promise? These Truths tells this uniquely American story, beginning in 1492, asking whether
the course of events over more than five centuries has proven the nation’s truths, or belied them. To
answer that question, Lepore wrestles with the state of American politics, the legacy of slavery, the
persistence of inequality, and the nature of technological change. “A nation born in contradiction…
will fight, forever, over the meaning of its history,” Lepore writes, but engaging in that struggle by
studying the past is part of the work of citizenship. With These Truths, Lepore has produced a book
that will shape our view of American history for decades to come.
  a peoples history of the united states summary: Summary of A People's History of the
United States by Howard Zinn Readtrepreneur Publishing, 2019-05-24 ​A People's History of the
United States by Howard Zinn - Book Summary - Readtrepreneur (Disclaimer: This is NOT the
original book but an unofficial summary.) What's real, what's fake? Who's to be blamed? Who's the
hero and who's the victim? Have you ever wondered how USA was built from the time of discovery to
the present day? Without the school or government twisting around the facts? This book is a
perspective of America as it built its empire. (Without romanticizing the facts) (Note: This summary
is wholly written and published by readtrepreneur. It is not affiliated with the original author in any
way) History is important. If you don't know history it is as if you were born yesterday. And if you
were born yesterday, anybody up there in a position of power can tell you anything - Howard Zinn
This book reveals the cruel truth of the US as it was building its empire. It explores the extreme
racism, sexism and unfairness of the US back in the older days. Understand your history and
understand how fortunate you are right now. Indulge in a captivating and inspiring read. P.S.
Influence will open your eyes to the many tactics and tools used by compliance professionals which
you will immediately recognize and learn how to protect yourself against them, or even become a
compliance professional yourself. The Time for Thinking is Over! Time for Action! Scroll Up Now and
Click on the Buy now with 1-Click Button to Download your Copy Right Away! Why Choose Us,
Readtrepreneur? - Highest Quality Summaries - Delivers Amazing Knowledge - Awesome Refresher -
Clear And Concise Disclaimer Once Again: This book is meant for a great companionship of the
original book or to simply get the gist of the original book.
  a peoples history of the united states summary: An African American and Latinx History of
the United States Paul Ortiz, 2018-01-30 An intersectional history of the shared struggle for African
American and Latinx civil rights Spanning more than two hundred years, An African American and
Latinx History of the United States is a revolutionary, politically charged narrative history, arguing



that the “Global South” was crucial to the development of America as we know it. Scholar and
activist Paul Ortiz challenges the notion of westward progress as exalted by widely taught
formulations like “manifest destiny” and “Jacksonian democracy,” and shows how placing African
American, Latinx, and Indigenous voices unapologetically front and center transforms US history
into one of the working class organizing against imperialism. Drawing on rich narratives and
primary source documents, Ortiz links racial segregation in the Southwest and the rise and violent
fall of a powerful tradition of Mexican labor organizing in the twentieth century, to May 1, 2006,
known as International Workers’ Day, when migrant laborers—Chicana/os, Afrocubanos, and
immigrants from every continent on earth—united in resistance on the first “Day Without
Immigrants.” As African American civil rights activists fought Jim Crow laws and Mexican labor
organizers warred against the suffocating grip of capitalism, Black and Spanish-language
newspapers, abolitionists, and Latin American revolutionaries coalesced around movements built
between people from the United States and people from Central America and the Caribbean. In stark
contrast to the resurgence of “America First” rhetoric, Black and Latinx intellectuals and organizers
today have historically urged the United States to build bridges of solidarity with the nations of the
Americas. Incisive and timely, this bottom-up history, told from the interconnected vantage points of
Latinx and African Americans, reveals the radically different ways that people of the diaspora have
addressed issues still plaguing the United States today, and it offers a way forward in the continued
struggle for universal civil rights. 2018 Winner of the PEN Oakland/Josephine Miles Literary Award
  a peoples history of the united states summary: A Queer History of the United States
Michael Bronski, 2012-05-15 Winner of the Stonewall Book Award in nonfiction The first
comprehensive history of lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender America, from pre-1492 to the
present Readable, radical, and smart—a must read.—Alison Bechdel, author of Fun Home
Intellectually dynamic and endlessly provocative, this is more than a “who’s who” of queer history: it
is a narrative that radically challenges how we understand American history. Drawing upon primary
documents, literature, and cultural histories, scholar and activist Michael Bronski charts the breadth
of lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender history, from 1492 to the present, a testament to how the
LGBTQ+ experience has profoundly shaped American culture and history. American history abounds
with unknown or ignored examples of queer life, from the ineffectiveness of sodomy laws in the
colonies to the prevalence of cross-dressing women soldiers in the Civil War and resistance to
homophobic social purity movements. Bronski highlights such groundbreaking moments of queer
history as: • In the 1620s, Thomas Morton broke from Plymouth Colony and founded Merrymount,
which celebrated same-sex desire, atheism, and interracial marriage. •Transgender evangelist
Jemima Wilkinson, in the early 1800s, changed her name to Publick Universal Friend, refused to use
pronouns, fought for gender equality, and led her own congregation in upstate New York. • In the
mid-19th century, internationally famous Shakespearean actor Charlotte Cushman led an openly
lesbian life, including a well-publicized “female marriage.” • in the late 1920s, Augustus Granville
Dill was fired by W. E. B. Du Bois from the NAACP’s magazine the Crisis after being arrested for a
homosexual encounter. Informative and empowering, this engrossing and revelatory treatise
emphasizes that there is no American history without queer history.
  a peoples history of the united states summary: An Indigenous Peoples' History of the
United States for Young People Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz, 2019-07-23 2020 American Indian Youth
Literature Young Adult Honor Book 2020 Notable Social Studies Trade Books for Young
People,selected by National Council for the Social Studies (NCSS) and the Children’s Book Council
2019 Best-Of Lists: Best YA Nonfiction of 2019 (Kirkus Reviews) · Best Nonfiction of 2019 (School
Library Journal) · Best Books for Teens (New York Public Library) · Best Informational Books for
Older Readers (Chicago Public Library) Spanning more than 400 years, this classic bottom-up
history examines the legacy of Indigenous peoples’ resistance, resilience, and steadfast fight against
imperialism. Going beyond the story of America as a country “discovered” by a few brave men in the
“New World,” Indigenous human rights advocate Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz reveals the roles that settler
colonialism and policies of American Indian genocide played in forming our national identity. The



original academic text is fully adapted by renowned curriculum experts Debbie Reese and Jean
Mendoza, for middle-grade and young adult readers to include discussion topics, archival images,
original maps, recommendations for further reading, and other materials to encourage students,
teachers, and general readers to think critically about their own place in history.
  a peoples history of the united states summary: Why You Can't Teach United States History
without American Indians Susan Sleeper-Smith, Juliana Barr, Jean M. O'Brien, Nancy Shoemaker,
Scott Manning Stevens, 2015-04-20 A resource for all who teach and study history, this book
illuminates the unmistakable centrality of American Indian history to the full sweep of American
history. The nineteen essays gathered in this collaboratively produced volume, written by leading
scholars in the field of Native American history, reflect the newest directions of the field and are
organized to follow the chronological arc of the standard American history survey. Contributors
reassess major events, themes, groups of historical actors, and approaches--social, cultural, military,
and political--consistently demonstrating how Native American people, and questions of Native
American sovereignty, have animated all the ways we consider the nation's past. The uniqueness of
Indigenous history, as interwoven more fully in the American story, will challenge students to think
in new ways about larger themes in U.S. history, such as settlement and colonization, economic and
political power, citizenship and movements for equality, and the fundamental question of what it
means to be an American. Contributors are Chris Andersen, Juliana Barr, David R. M. Beck, Jacob
Betz, Paul T. Conrad, Mikal Brotnov Eckstrom, Margaret D. Jacobs, Adam Jortner, Rosalyn R. LaPier,
John J. Laukaitis, K. Tsianina Lomawaima, Robert J. Miller, Mindy J. Morgan, Andrew Needham, Jean
M. O'Brien, Jeffrey Ostler, Sarah M. S. Pearsall, James D. Rice, Phillip H. Round, Susan
Sleeper-Smith, and Scott Manning Stevens.
  a peoples history of the united states summary: A People's Art History of the United States
Nicolas Lampert, 2013-11-05 Most people outside of the art world view art as something that is
foreign to their experiences and everyday lives. A People's Art History of the United States places
art history squarely in the rough–;and–;tumble of politics, social struggles, and the fight for justice
from the colonial era through the present day. Author and radical artist Nicolas Lampert combines
historical sweep with detailed examinations of individual artists and works in a politically charged
narrative that spans the conquest of the Americas, the American Revolution, slavery and abolition,
western expansion, the suffragette movement and feminism, civil rights movements, environmental
movements, LGBT movements, antiglobalization movements, contemporary antiwar movements, and
beyond. A People's Art History of the United States introduces us to key works of American radical
art alongside dramatic retellings of the histories that inspired them. Stylishly illustrated with over
two hundred images, this book is nothing less than an alternative education for anyone interested in
the powerful role that art plays in our society.
  a peoples history of the united states summary: U.S. History P. Scott Corbett, Volker
Janssen, John M. Lund, Todd Pfannestiel, Sylvie Waskiewicz, Paul Vickery, 2024-09-10 U.S. History
is designed to meet the scope and sequence requirements of most introductory courses. The text
provides a balanced approach to U.S. history, considering the people, events, and ideas that have
shaped the United States from both the top down (politics, economics, diplomacy) and bottom up
(eyewitness accounts, lived experience). U.S. History covers key forces that form the American
experience, with particular attention to issues of race, class, and gender.
  a peoples history of the united states summary: The Zinn Reader Howard Zinn,
2011-01-04 No other radical historian has reached so many hearts and minds as Howard Zinn. It is
rare that a historian of the Left has managed to retain as much credibility while refusing to let his
academic mantle change his beautiful writing style from being anything but direct, forthright, and
accessible. Whether his subject is war, race, politics, economic justice, or history itself, each of his
works serves as a reminder that to embrace one's subjectivity can mean embracing one's humanity,
that heart and mind can speak with one voice. Here, in six sections, is the historian's own choice of
his shorter essays on some of the most critical problems facing America throughout its history, and
today.



  a peoples history of the united states summary: A People's History of the Second World War
Donny Gluckstein, 2012-06-15 A People's History of the Second World War unearths the fascinating
history of the war as fought from below. Until now, the vast majority of historical accounts have
focused on the regular armies of the allied powers. Donny Gluckstein shows that an important part
of the fighting involved people's militias struggling against not just fascism, but also colonialism,
imperialism, and capitalism itself. Gluckstein argues that despite this radical element, which was
fighting on the ground, the allied governments were more interested in creating a new order to suit
their interests. He shows how various anti-fascist resistance movements in Poland, Greece, Italy, and
elsewhere were betrayed by the Allies despite playing a decisive part in defeating the Nazis. This
book will fundamentally challenge our understanding of the Second World War – both about the
people who fought it and the reasons for which it was fought.
  a peoples history of the united states summary: Part of Our Lives Wayne A. Wiegand,
2015 Challenges conventional thinking and top-down definitions, instead drawing on the library
user's perspective to argue that the public library's most important function is providing
commonplace reading materials and public space. Challenges a professional ethos about public
libraries and their responsibilities to fight censorship and defend intellectual freedom. Demonstrates
that the American public library has been (with some notable exceptions) a place that welcomed
newcomers, accepted diversity, and constructed community since the end of the 19th century.
Shows how stories that cultural authorities have traditionally disparaged- i.e. books that are not
serious- have often been transformative for public library users.
  a peoples history of the united states summary: A People's History of Christianity Diana
Butler Bass, 2009-03-03 For too long, the history of Christianity has been told as the triumph of
orthodox doctrine imposed through power and hierarchy. In A People's History of Christianity,
historian and religion expert Diana Butler Bass reveals an alternate history that includes a deep
social ethic and far-reaching inclusivity: the other side of the story is not a modern phenomenon, but
has always been practiced within the church. Butler Bass persuasively argues that corrective—even
subversive—beliefs and practices have always been hallmarks of Christianity and are necessary to
nourish communities of faith. In the same spirit as Howard Zinn's groundbreaking work The People's
History of the United States, Butler Bass's A People's History of Christianity brings to life the
movements, personalities, and spiritual disciplines that have always informed and ignited Christian
worship and social activism. A People's History of Christianity authenticates the vital, emerging
Christian movements of our time, providing the historical evidence that celebrates these movements
as thoroughly Christian and faithful to the mission and message of Jesus.
  a peoples history of the united states summary: A People's History of Heaven Mathangi
Subramanian, 2019-03-19 The language [takes] on a musicality that is in sharp contrast to the bleak
setting . . . refreshing . . . a strong debut. —New York Times Book Review “Subramanian writes with
empathy and exuberance, offering a much-needed glimpse into a world that too many of us don't
even know exists. This is a book to give your little sister, your mother, your best friend, yourself, so
together you can celebrate the strength of women and girls, the tenacity it takes to survive in a
world that would rather have you disappear.”—Nylon In the tight-knit community known as Heaven,
a ramshackle slum hidden between luxury high-rises in Bangalore, India, five girls on the cusp of
womanhood forge an unbreakable bond. Muslim, Christian, and Hindu; queer and straight; they are
full of life, and they love and accept one another unconditionally. Whatever they have, they share.
Marginalized women, they are determined to transcend their surroundings. When the local
government threatens to demolish their tin shacks in order to build a shopping mall, the girls and
their mothers refuse to be erased. Together they wage war on the bulldozers sent to bury their
homes, and, ultimately, on the city that wishes that families like them would remain hidden forever.
Elegant, poetic, and vibrant, A People’s History of Heaven takes a clear-eyed look at adversity and
geography--and dazzles in its depiction of these women’s fierceness and determination not just to
survive, but to triumph.
  a peoples history of the united states summary: You Can't Be Neutral on a Moving Train



Howard Zinn, 2018-09-18 If you’re both overcome and angered by the atrocities of our time, this will
inspire a “new generation of activists and ordinary people who search for hope in the darkness”
(Keeanga-Yamahtta Taylor). Is change possible? Where will it come from? Can we actually make a
difference? How do we remain hopeful? Howard Zinn—activist, historian, and author of A People’s
History of the United States—was a participant in and chronicler of some of the landmark struggles
for racial and economic justice in US history. In his memoir, You Can’t Be Neutral on a Moving
Train, Zinn reflects on more than thirty years of fighting for social change, from his teenage years as
a laborer in Brooklyn to teaching at Spelman College, where he emerged in the civil rights
movement as a powerful voice for justice. A former bombardier in World War II, he later became an
outspoken antiwar activist, spirited protestor, and champion of civil disobedience. Throughout his
life, Zinn was unwavering in his belief that “small acts, when multiplied by millions of people, can
transform the world.” With a foreword from activist and scholar Keeanga-Yamahtta Taylor, this
revised edition will inspire a new generation of readers to believe that change is possible.
  a peoples history of the united states summary: A People’s History of Computing in the
United States Joy Lisi Rankin, 2018-10-08 Silicon Valley gets all the credit for digital creativity, but
this account of the pre-PC world, when computing meant more than using mature consumer
technology, challenges that triumphalism. The invention of the personal computer liberated users
from corporate mainframes and brought computing into homes. But throughout the 1960s and 1970s
a diverse group of teachers and students working together on academic computing systems
conducted many of the activities we now recognize as personal and social computing. Their
networks were centered in New Hampshire, Minnesota, and Illinois, but they connected far-flung
users. Joy Rankin draws on detailed records to explore how users exchanged messages, programmed
music and poems, fostered communities, and developed computer games like The Oregon Trail.
These unsung pioneers helped shape our digital world, just as much as the inventors, garage
hobbyists, and eccentric billionaires of Palo Alto. By imagining computing as an interactive
commons, the early denizens of the digital realm seeded today’s debate about whether the internet
should be a public utility and laid the groundwork for the concept of net neutrality. Rankin offers a
radical precedent for a more democratic digital culture, and new models for the next generation of
activists, educators, coders, and makers.
  a peoples history of the united states summary: A People's History of Sports in the
United States Dave Zirin, 2009 A riotously entertaining chronicle of larger-than-life sporting
characters and dramatic contests, this is an alternative political history of the United States as seen
through the games its people played. Replete with surprises for seasoned sports, it will also amaze
anyone interested in history with the connections Zirin draws between politics and sports. A
groundbreaking book, it looks at the history of sports in the US through the lens of politics and
culture, and shows how athlete-rebels have used sports for social and political change.
  a peoples history of the united states summary: The Decline of the West Oswald
Spengler, Arthur Helps, Charles Francis Atkinson, 1991 Spengler's work describes how we have
entered into a centuries-long world-historical phase comparable to late antiquity, and his
controversial ideas spark debate over the meaning of historiography.
  a peoples history of the united states summary: History in the Making Catherine Locks,
Sarah K. Mergel, Pamela Thomas Roseman, Tamara Spike, 2013-04-19 A peer-reviewed open U.S.
History Textbook released under a CC BY SA 3.0 Unported License.
  a peoples history of the united states summary: The Lessons of History Will Durant, Ariel
Durant, 2012-08-21 A concise survey of the culture and civilization of mankind, The Lessons of
History is the result of a lifetime of research from Pulitzer Prize–winning historians Will and Ariel
Durant. With their accessible compendium of philosophy and social progress, the Durants take us on
a journey through history, exploring the possibilities and limitations of humanity over time.
Juxtaposing the great lives, ideas, and accomplishments with cycles of war and conquest, the
Durants reveal the towering themes of history and give meaning to our own.
  a peoples history of the united states summary: The Darker Nations Vijay Prashad,



2022-08-30 The landmark alternative history of the Cold War from the perspective of the Global
South, reissued in paperback with a new introduction by the author In this award-winning
investigation into the overlooked history of the Third World—with a new preface by the author for its
fifteenth anniversary—internationally renowned historian Vijay Prashad conjures what Publishers
Weekly calls “a vital assertion of an alternative future.” The Darker Nations, praised by critics as a
welcome antidote to apologists for empire, has defined for a generation of scholars, activists, and
dreamers what it is to imagine a more just international order and continues to offer lessons for the
radical political projects of today. With the disastrous U.S. withdrawal from Afghanistan and the rise
of India and China on the global scene, this paradigm-shifting book of groundbreaking scholarship
helps us envision the future of the Global South by restoring to memory the vibrant though flawed
idea of the Third World whose demise, Prashad ultimately argues, has produced an impoverished
and asymmetrical international political arena. No other book on the Third World—as a utopian idea
and a global movement—can speak so effectively and engagingly to our troubled times.
  a peoples history of the united states summary: America's History James Henretta, Eric
Hinderaker, Rebecca Edwards, Robert O. Self, 2018-03-09 America’s History for the AP® Course
offers a thematic approach paired with skills-oriented pedagogy to help students succeed in the
redesigned AP® U.S. History course. Known for its attention to AP® themes and content, the new
edition features a nine part structure that closely aligns with the chronology of the AP® U.S. History
course, with every chapter and part ending with AP®-style practice questions. With a wealth of
supporting resources, America’s History for the AP® Course gives teachers and students the tools
they need to master the course and achieve success on the AP® exam.
  a peoples history of the united states summary: Icons Steve Kenson, Gareth-Michael
Skarka, Walt Ciechanowski, Morgan Davie, 2010 What kid raised in recent generations hasn't
pretended to be a superhero at some point: worn a cape, flown around, bounced imaginary bullets or
shot blasts of power from hands or eyes? Why not? After all, the superhero is the perfect modern
fantasy: powerful, respected, and loved by the public, but with a message of responsibility, duty,
truth, and justice that appeals to parents as well as kids. In countless comic books (and now graphic
novels), cartoons, and live-action television shows and films, superheroes continue to thrill and
capture our imagination while also celebrating some of our better qualities. Who wouldn't want to be
a hero? With ICONS, you can be! Steve Kenson, the designer of the best-selling Mutants &
Masterminds delivers a superpowered new role-playing game, inspired by the fast-playing old-school
games and the new generation of narrative role-play! Within its pages are complete rules for
character creation, abilities and powers, random adventure generation, a rogue's gallery of villains,
a complete adventure and all the superheroic action you can handle!
  a peoples history of the united states summary: The Twentieth Century Howard Zinn,
2009-10-13 “Professor Zinn writes with an enthusiasm rarely encountered in the leaden prose of
academic history....[His] chapter on Vietnam—bringing to life once again the fire-free zones, secret
bombings, massacres, and cover-ups—should be required reading.”—New York Times Book Review
Containing just the Twentieth Century chapters from Howard Zinn’s bestselling A People’s History
of the United States, this reissue is brought up-to-date with coverage of events and developments
since 2001, analyzing such incidents in modern political history such as the Gulf War, the post-Cold
War “peace dividend,” and the continuing debate over welfare, the Clinton presidency, and the “war
on terrorism.” Highlighting not just the usual terms of presidential administrations and
congressional activities, this book provides readers with a “bottom-to-top” perspective, giving voice
to our nation’s minorities and letting the stories of such groups as African Americans, women,
Native Americans, and the laborers of all nationalities be told in their own words. Challenging
traditional interpretations of U.S. history, The Twentieth Century is the book for readers interested
in gaining a more realistic and complete picture of our world.
  a peoples history of the united states summary: A People's History of the Vietnam War
Jonathan Neale, 2001 Presents an overview of the Vietnam War from the perspective of those on
both sides of the battlefront, as well as those in the United States.
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