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A Critical Analysis of "A Patriot's History of the United
States" and its Impact on Current Trends

Author: This analysis is written by [Your Name/Pen Name], a historian specializing in American
political history and the impact of historical narratives on public discourse. My research focuses on
the construction and dissemination of national myths and their role in shaping contemporary
political ideologies.

Publisher: "A Patriot's History of the United States," published by Thomas Nelson, Inc., reflects the
publisher's general leaning toward conservative and evangelical viewpoints. While Thomas Nelson is
a reputable publisher in the religious book market, its ideological stance should be considered when
evaluating the book’s content and potential biases.

Editor: While the editor's name isn't prominently featured on the book itself, it's crucial to
understand that the editorial process plays a significant role in shaping the final product. The lack of
transparency regarding editorial oversight further raises concerns about potential bias in A Patriot's
History of the United States.

Introduction: Deconstructing the Narrative of "A Patriot's
History of the United States"

"A Patriot's History of the United States," co-authored by Larry Schweikart and Michael Allen,
presents a distinctly conservative interpretation of American history. This analysis delves into the
book's methodology, its selective use of historical evidence, and its lasting impact on contemporary
political discourse. The book's popularity and influence necessitate a critical examination to
understand how its narrative shapes current trends in American political thought and public
understanding of the nation's past. A close reading of A Patriot's History of the United States reveals
a systematic effort to present a celebratory, almost hagiographic, view of American history,
downplaying or ignoring aspects that challenge a purely triumphalist narrative.

Methodology and Bias in "A Patriot's History of the United
States"

Schweikart and Allen's A Patriot's History of the United States is characterized by its selective use of
sources and its tendency to favor interpretations that align with a conservative, pro-American
exceptionalism viewpoint. The authors often cherry-pick evidence to support their pre-conceived
notions, while neglecting or minimizing contradictory evidence. For example, the book glosses over
the brutal realities of slavery and its lasting impact on American society, focusing instead on the
achievements of individual patriots and the nation's overall progress. This approach significantly
skews the historical narrative, creating a sanitized and incomplete picture of the past. The book's



inherent bias is further emphasized by its omission of critical perspectives and its tendency to
portray historical figures and events in a highly favorable light, regardless of their complexities and
flaws.

Impact on Current Trends: A Legacy of Selective History

The popularity of A Patriot's History of the United States has undeniably contributed to the
polarization of American political discourse. By presenting a simplified and often idealized version of
American history, the book reinforces pre-existing beliefs and prejudices among its readership. This
selective historical narrative fuels contemporary debates surrounding issues such as patriotism,
national identity, and the role of government, often providing a justification for specific political
agendas. The book's influence can be seen in the rise of nationalist sentiments, the resurgence of
debates about historical monuments and symbols, and the ongoing struggle over the accurate
representation of American history in educational settings. The simplistic narrative presented in A
Patriot's History of the United States leaves little room for nuanced understanding, contributing to
the ongoing cultural wars that define the American political landscape.

The Dangers of a One-Sided Narrative: Ignoring Crucial
Context

One of the most significant criticisms of A Patriot's History of the United States is its failure to
acknowledge the complexities and contradictions inherent in American history. The book simplifies a
vast and multifaceted past into a narrative of continuous progress and national triumph, neglecting
the struggles for social justice, the persistent inequalities, and the often-violent conflicts that have
shaped the nation. By ignoring these crucial aspects, A Patriot's History of the United States
presents a distorted view of the past that undermines a thorough and balanced understanding of the
American experience. This selective approach fosters a sense of historical amnesia, hindering
genuine progress and reconciliation.

The Role of "A Patriot's History of the United States" in
Shaping Public Perception

The lasting impact of A Patriot's History of the United States lies in its ability to shape public
perception of American history. By presenting a readily accessible and engaging narrative that
aligns with certain pre-existing beliefs, the book has become a significant influence on how many
Americans understand their national identity and their country's past. This influence extends beyond
the realm of academic history, permeating popular culture, political discourse, and even educational
curricula. The book's simplified and often celebratory approach to American history has arguably
contributed to a growing divide between those who embrace its narrative and those who critique its
omissions and biases.

Conclusion: The Need for Critical Engagement with Historical
Narratives

A Patriot's History of the United States is not merely a historical text; it's a powerful political
document that reflects and shapes contemporary ideologies. Its influence highlights the critical need



for a nuanced and multifaceted understanding of American history, one that acknowledges both the
triumphs and the failures of the nation. The book’s popularity underscores the importance of media
literacy and critical thinking when engaging with historical narratives, urging readers to seek
diverse perspectives and challenge simplistic interpretations of the past. Only through a thorough
and critical engagement with various historical accounts can we hope to foster a more complete and
accurate understanding of the American experience and its enduring legacy.

FAQs

What is the main criticism of "A Patriot's History of the United States"? The primary criticism1.
centers on its biased and selective presentation of historical facts, often omitting or
downplaying events and perspectives that contradict a celebratory narrative of American
exceptionalism.

Who is the target audience for "A Patriot's History of the United States"? The book's target1.
audience appears to be individuals who hold conservative or nationalist viewpoints and are
interested in a patriotic portrayal of American history.

How does "A Patriot's History of the United States" compare to other histories of the US?1.
Unlike more academically rigorous histories, A Patriot's History of the United States prioritizes
a narrative focused on American exceptionalism, often neglecting complexities and
contradictions.

Does "A Patriot's History of the United States" promote a specific political agenda? Critics1.
argue that the book promotes a conservative political agenda by selectively showcasing
aspects of American history that support this ideology.

What is the significance of the title "A Patriot's History of the United States"? The title itself1.
sets the tone, suggesting a particular, patriotic perspective that might prioritize national pride
over critical analysis.

Has "A Patriot's History of the United States" faced any scholarly criticism? Yes, the book has1.
been widely criticized by historians for its biased methodology and selective use of evidence.



How has "A Patriot's History of the United States" impacted education? The book's influence1.
has been debated, with some arguing it has shaped how American history is taught in certain
settings, while others contend its impact is limited to specific circles.

What are some alternative books offering a more balanced perspective on US history? Books1.
by historians like Howard Zinn, Eric Foner, and Annette Gordon-Reed offer diverse and more
critical perspectives on American history.

Should "A Patriot's History of the United States" be banned? Banning the book would likely be1.
counterproductive, but critical engagement and the promotion of diverse historical
perspectives are crucial to fostering a balanced understanding of the past.

Related Articles:

"The Power of Narrative in Shaping National Identity: A Case Study of 'A Patriot's History of1.
the United States'": This article examines how the book constructs a specific national identity
and compares it to other national narratives.

"A Critical Analysis of the Use of Sources in 'A Patriot's History of the United States'": This1.
article provides a detailed examination of the book's methodology and its selective use of
historical sources.

"The Impact of 'A Patriot's History of the United States' on Contemporary Political Discourse":1.
This article explores how the book's narrative has influenced current political debates and
discussions.

"Comparing and Contrasting 'A Patriot's History of the United States' with More Academically1.
Rigorous Histories": This article offers a comparative analysis, highlighting the differences in
approach, methodology, and conclusions.

"The Role of Ideology in Shaping Historical Narratives: An Examination of 'A Patriot's History1.
of the United States'": This article analyzes the ideological underpinnings of the book and its



influence on its interpretation of events.

"'A Patriot's History of the United States' and the Problem of Historical Amnesia": This article1.
focuses on the book's omissions and how they contribute to a lack of critical awareness about
certain aspects of American history.

"The Reception and Controversy Surrounding 'A Patriot's History of the United States'": This1.
piece explores the reactions and debates generated by the publication and subsequent
reception of the book.

"Teaching American History Critically: Responding to the Influence of 'A Patriot's History of1.
the United States'": This article addresses pedagogical approaches to teaching American
history in light of the book’s selective narrative.

"A Patriot's History of the United States" and the Rise of Nationalist Sentiment": This article1.
explores the connection between the book's narrative and the increasing prevalence of
nationalist viewpoints in the United States.

  a patriots history of the us: A Patriot's History of the United States Larry Schweikart, Michael
Patrick Allen, 2004-12-29 For the past three decades, many history professors have allowed their
biases to distort the way America’s past is taught. These intellectuals have searched for instances of
racism, sexism, and bigotry in our history while downplaying the greatness of America’s patriots and
the achievements of “dead white men.” As a result, more emphasis is placed on Harriet Tubman than
on George Washington; more about the internment of Japanese Americans during World War II than
about D-Day or Iwo Jima; more on the dangers we faced from Joseph McCarthy than those we faced
from Josef Stalin. A Patriot’s History of the United States corrects those doctrinaire biases. In this
groundbreaking book, America’s discovery, founding, and development are reexamined with an
appreciation for the elements of public virtue, personal liberty, and private property that make this
nation uniquely successful. This book offers a long-overdue acknowledgment of America’s true and
proud history.
  a patriots history of the us: The Patriot's History Reader Larry Schweikart, Michael Allen,
Dave Dougherty, 2011-06-28 An original collection of the most influential documents in American
history, from the bestselling author of A Patriot's History of the United States. Since 2005, A
Patriot's History of the United States has become a modern classic for its defense of America as a
unique country founded on principles of justice, equality, and freedom for all. The Patriot's History
Reader continues this tradition by going back to the original sources-the documents, speeches, and
legal decisions that shaped our country into what it is today. The authors explore both oft-cited



documents-the Declaration of Independence, Emancipation Proclamation, and Roe v. Wade--as well
as those that are less famous. Among these are George Washington's letter to Alexander Hamilton,
which essentially outline America's military strategy for the next 150 years, and Herbert Hoover's
speech on business ethics, which examines the government's role in regulating private enterprise.
By helping readers explore history at its source, this book sheds new light on the principles and
personalities that have made America great.
  a patriots history of the us: A Patriot's History® of the Modern World, Vol. I Larry
Schweikart, Dave Dougherty, 2012-10-11 “America’s story from 1898 to 1945 is nothing less than
the triumph of American exceptionalism over liberal progressivism, despite a few temporary
victories by the latter.” Conservative historian Larry Schweikart has won wide acclaim for his
number one New York Times bestseller, A Patriot’s History of the United States. It proved that,
contrary to the liberal biases in countless other history books, America had not really been founded
on racism, sexism, greed, and oppression. Schweikart and coauthor Michael Allen restored the truly
great achievements of America’s patriots, founders, and heroes to their rightful place of honor. Now
Schweikart and coauthor Dave Dougherty are back with a new perspective on America’s half-century
rise to the center of the world stage. This all-new volume corrects many of the biases that cloud the
way people view the Treaty of Versailles, the Roaring Twenties, the Crash of 1929, the deployment
of the atomic bomb, and other critical events in global history. Beginning with the Spanish-American
War— which introduced the United States as a global military power that could no longer be
ignored—and continuing through the end of World War II, this book shows how a free, capitalist
nation could thrive when put face-to-face with tyrannical and socialist powers. Schweikart and
Dougherty narrate the many times America proved its dominance by upholding the principles on
which it was founded—and struggled on the rare occasions when it strayed from those principles.
The authors make a convincing case that America has constantly been a force for good in the world,
improving standards of living, introducing innovations, guaranteeing liberty, and offering
opportunities to those who had none elsewhere. They also illustrate how the country ascended to
superpower status at the same time it was figuring out its own identity. While American ideals were
defeating tyrants abroad, a constant struggle against progressivism was being waged at home,
leading to the stumbles of the Great Depression, the New Deal, and the attack on Pearl Harbor.
Despite this rocky entrance on the world stage, it was during this half century that the world came
to embrace all things American, from its innovations and businesses to its political system and
popular culture. The United States began to define what the rest of the world could emulate as the
new global ideal. A Patriot’s History of the Modern World provides a new perspective on our
extraordinary past—and offers lessons we can apply to preserve American exceptionalism today and
tomorrow.
  a patriots history of the us: Patriot's History® of the Modern World, Vol. II Larry
Schweikart, Dave Dougherty, 2013-12-05 The bestselling historians turn their focus to America’s
role in the world since the end of World War II Schweikart, author of the number one New York
Times bestseller A Patriot’s History of the United States, and Dougherty take a critical look at
America, from the postwar boom to her search for identity in the twenty-first century. The second
volume of A Patriot’s History of the Modern World picks up in 1945 with a world irrevocably altered
by World War II and a powerful, victorious United States. But new foes and challenges soon arose:
the growing sphere of Communist influence, hostile dictatorships and unreliable socialist allies, the
emergence of China as an economic contender, and the threat of world Islamification. The book
reestablishes the argument of American exceptionalism and the interplay of our democratic
pillars—Judeo-Christian religious beliefs, free market capitalism, land ownership, and common
law—around the world. Schweikart and Dougherty offer a fascinating conservative history of the last
six decades.
  a patriots history of the us: Our First Civil War H. W. Brands, 2022-09-13 A fast-paced,
often riveting account of the military and political events leading up to the Declaration of
Independence and those that followed during the war ... Brands does his readers a service by



reminding them that division, as much as unity, is central to the founding of our nation.—The
Washington Post From best-selling historian and Pulitzer Prize finalist H. W. Brands comes a
gripping, page-turning narrative of the American Revolution that shows it to be more than a fight
against the British: it was also a violent battle among neighbors forced to choose sides, Loyalist or
Patriot. What causes people to forsake their country and take arms against it? What prompts their
neighbors, hardly distinguishable in station or success, to defend that country against the rebels?
That is the question H. W. Brands answers in his powerful new history of the American Revolution.
George Washington and Benjamin Franklin were the unlikeliest of rebels. Washington in the 1770s
stood at the apex of Virginia society. Franklin was more successful still, having risen from humble
origins to world fame. John Adams might have seemed a more obvious candidate for rebellion, being
of cantankerous temperament. Even so, he revered the law. Yet all three men became rebels against
the British Empire that fostered their success. Others in the same circle of family and friends chose
differently. William Franklin might have been expected to join his father, Benjamin, in rebellion but
remained loyal to the British. So did Thomas Hutchinson, a royal governor and friend of the
Franklins, and Joseph Galloway, an early challenger to the Crown. They soon heard themselves
denounced as traitors--for not having betrayed the country where they grew up. Native Americans
and the enslaved were also forced to choose sides as civil war broke out around them. After the
Revolution, the Patriots were cast as heroes and founding fathers while the Loyalists were relegated
to bit parts best forgotten. Our First Civil War reminds us that before America could win its
revolution against Britain, the Patriots had to win a bitter civil war against family, neighbors, and
friends.
  a patriots history of the us: A People's History of the United States Howard Zinn, 2003-02-04
Since its original landmark publication in 1980, A People's History of the United States has been
chronicling American history from the bottom up, throwing out the official version of history taught
in schools -- with its emphasis on great men in high places -- to focus on the street, the home, and
the, workplace. Known for its lively, clear prose as well as its scholarly research, A People's History
is the only volume to tell America's story from the point of view of -- and in the words of -- America's
women, factory workers, African-Americans, Native Americans, the working poor, and immigrant
laborers. As historian Howard Zinn shows, many of our country's greatest battles -- the fights for a
fair wage, an eight-hour workday, child-labor laws, health and safety standards, universal suffrage,
women's rights, racial equality -- were carried out at the grassroots level, against bloody resistance.
Covering Christopher Columbus's arrival through President Clinton's first term, A People's History
of the United States, which was nominated for the American Book Award in 1981, features insightful
analysis of the most important events in our history. Revised, updated, and featuring a new after,
word by the author, this special twentieth anniversary edition continues Zinn's important
contribution to a complete and balanced understanding of American history.
  a patriots history of the us: A People's History of the U.S. Military Michael A. Bellesiles,
2012-09-11 In A People's History of the U.S. Military, historian Michael A. Bellesiles draws from
three centuries of soldiers' personal encounters with combat—through fascinating excerpts from
letters, diaries, and memoirs, as well as audio recordings, film, and blogs—to capture the essence of
the American military experience firsthand, from the American Revolution to the wars in Iraq and
Afghanistan. Military service can shatter and give meaning to lives; it is rarely a neutral encounter,
and has contributed to a rich outpouring of personal testimony from the men and women who have
literally placed their lives on the line. The often dramatic and always richly textured first-person
accounts collected in this book cover a wide range of perspectives, from ardent patriots to
disillusioned cynics; barely literate farm boys to urbane college graduates; scions of founding
families to recent immigrants, enthusiasts, and dissenters; women disguising themselves as men in
order to serve their country to African Americans fighting for their freedom through military service.
A work of great relevance and immediacy—as the nation grapples with the return of thousands of
men and women from active military duty—A People's History of the U.S. Military will become a
major new touchstone for our understanding of American military service.



  a patriots history of the us: American Pioneers and Patriots Caroline Emerson, 2005-09-28
American Pioneers & Patriots will allow your 3rd and 4th grade students to explore America's past
through the fictional accounts of typical pioneer families. Young patriots of today will gain an
appreciation of the courage it took to build this great nation of ours!
  a patriots history of the us: American Insurgents, American Patriots T. H. Breen, 2010-05-11
Before there could be a revolution, there was a rebellion; before patriots, there were insurgents.
Challenging and displacing decades of received wisdom, T. H. Breen's strikingly original book
explains how ordinary Americans—most of them members of farm families living in small
communities—were drawn into a successful insurgency against imperial authority. This is the
compelling story of our national political origins that most Americans do not know. It is a story of
rumor, charity, vengeance, and restraint. American Insurgents, American Patriots reminds us that
revolutions are violent events. They provoke passion and rage, a willingness to use violence to
achieve political ends, a deep sense of betrayal, and a strong religious conviction that God expects
an oppressed people to defend their rights. The American Revolution was no exception. A few
celebrated figures in the Continental Congress do not make for a revolution. It requires tens of
thousands of ordinary men and women willing to sacrifice, kill, and be killed. Breen not only gives
the history of these ordinary Americans but, drawing upon a wealth of rarely seen documents,
restores their primacy to American independence. Mobilizing two years before the Declaration of
Independence, American insurgents in all thirteen colonies concluded that resistance to British
oppression required organized violence against the state. They channeled popular rage through
elected committees of safety and observation, which before 1776 were the heart of American
resistance. American Insurgents, American Patriots is the stunning account of their insurgency,
without which there would have been no independent republic as we know it.
  a patriots history of the us: Black Patriots and Loyalists Alan Gilbert, 2012-04-20 In this
thought-provoking history, Gilbert illuminates how the fight for abolition and equality - not just for
the independence of the few but for the freedom and self-government of the many - has been central
to the American story from its inception.--Pub. desc.
  a patriots history of the us: Forgotten Patriots Eric Grundset, 2008 By offering a
documented listing of names of African Americans and Native Americans who supported the cause of
the American Revolution, we hope to inspire the interest of descendents in the efforts of their
ancestors and in the work of the National Society of the Daughters of the American Revolution.
  a patriots history of the us: Patriots, Prostitutes, and Spies John M. Belohlavek, 2017-07-05 In
Patriots, Prostitutes, and Spies, John M. Belohlavek tells the story of women on both sides of the
Mexican-American War (1846-48) as they were propelled by the bloody conflict to adopt new roles
and expand traditional ones. American women back home functioned as anti-war activists, pro-war
supporters, and pioneering female journalists. Others moved west and established their own
reputations for courage and determination in dusty border towns or bordellos. Women formed a
critical component of the popular culture of the period, as trendy theatrical and musical
performances drew audiences eager to witness tales of derring-do, while contemporary novels, in
tales resplendent with heroism and the promise of love fulfilled, painted a romanticized picture of
encounters between Yankee soldiers and fair Mexican senoritas. Belohlavek juxtaposes these
romantic dreams with the reality in Mexico, which included sexual assault, women soldaderas
marching with men to provide critical supportive services, and the challenges and courage of
working women off the battlefield. In all, Belohlavek shows the critical roles played by women, real
and imagined, on both sides of this controversial war of American imperial expansion.
  a patriots history of the us: A Young Patriot Jim Murphy, 1996 In the summer of 1776, Joseph
Plumb Martin was a fifteen-year-old Connecticut farm boy who considered himself as warm a patriot
as the best of them. He enlisted that July and stayed in the revolutionary army until hostilities ended
in 1783. Martin fought under Washington, Lafayette, and Steuben. He took part in major battles in
New York, Monmouth, and Yorktown. He wintered at Valley Forge and then at Morristown,
considered even more severe. He wrote of his war years in a memoir that brings the American



Revolution alive with telling details, drama, and a country boy's humor. Jim Murphy lets Joseph
Plumb Martin speak for himself throughout the text, weaving in historical backfround details
wherever necessary, giving voice to a teenager who was an eyewitness to the fight that set America
free from the British Empire.
  a patriots history of the us: Patriots or Traitors Stacey Bieler, 2014-12-18 This title sxplores
the love-hate relationship between the USA and China through the experience of Chinese students
caught between the two countries. The book sheds light on China's ambivelance towards the
Western influence, and the use of educational and cultural exhanges as a political device.
  a patriots history of the us: Defiance of the Patriots Benjamin L. Carp, 2010-10-26 An
evocative and enthralling account of a defining event in American history This thrilling book tells the
full story of the an iconic episode in American history, the Boston Tea Party—exploding myths,
exploring the unique city life of eighteenth-century Boston, and setting this audacious prelude to the
American Revolution in a global context for the first time. Bringing vividly to life the diverse array of
people and places that the Tea Party brought together—from Chinese tea-pickers to English
businessmen, Native American tribes, sugar plantation slaves, and Boston’s ladies of
leisure—Benjamin L. Carp illuminates how a determined group of New Englanders shook the
foundations of the British Empire, and what this has meant for Americans since. As he reveals many
little-known historical facts and considers the Tea Party’s uncertain legacy, he presents a compelling
and expansive history of an iconic event in America’s tempestuous past.
  a patriots history of the us: Making Patriots Walter Berns, 2002-09-15 Although Samuel
Johnson once remarked that patriotism is the last refuge of scoundrels, over the course of the history
of the United States we have seen our share of heroes: patriots who have willingly put their lives at
risk for this country and, especially, its principles. And this is even more remarkable given that the
United States is a country founded on the principles of equality and democracy that encourage
individuality and autonomy far more readily than public spiritedness and self-sacrifice. Walter
Berns's Making Patriots is a pithy and provocative essay on precisely this paradox. How is patriotism
inculcated in a system that, some argue, is founded on self-interest? Expertly and intelligibly guiding
the reader through the history and philosophy of patriotism in a republic, from the ancient Greeks
through contemporary life, Berns considers the unique nature of patriotism in the United States and
its precarious state. And he argues that while both public education and the influence of religion
once helped to foster a public-minded citizenry, the very idea of patriotism is currently under attack.
Berns finds the best answers to his questions in the thought and words of Abraham Lincoln, who
understood perhaps better than anyone what the principles of democracy meant and what price
adhering to them may exact. The graves at Arlington and Gettysburg and Omaha Beach in
Normandy bear witness to the fact that self-interested individuals can become patriots, and Making
Patriots is a compelling exploration of how this was done and how it might be again.
  a patriots history of the us: A True History of the United States Daniel A. Sjursen,
2021-06-01 “Thought-provoking—a must read for [everyone] seeking a firm grasp of accurate
American history. —Kirkus (starred review) Brilliant, readable, and raw. Maj. (ret.) Danny Sjursen,
who served combat tours in Iraq and Afghanistan and later taught history at West Point, delivers a
true epic and the perfect companion to Howard Zinn’s A People’s History of the United States.
Sjursen shifts the lens and challenges readers to think critically and to apply common sense to their
understanding of our nation's past—and present—so we can view history as never before. A True
History of the United States was inspired by a course that Sjursen taught to cadets at West Point, his
alma mater. With chapter titles such as Patriots or Insurgents? and The Decade That Roared and
Wept, A True History is accurate with respect to the facts and intellectually honest in its
presentation and analysis. Essential reading for every American with a conscience. Meticulously
researched, Sjursen provides a more complete sense of history and encourages readers to view our
country objectively. Sjursen’s powerful storytelling reveals balanced portraits of key figures and the
role they played. Sjursen exposes the dominant historical narrative as at best myth, and at times a
lie . . . He brings out from the shadows those who struggled, often at the cost of their own lives, for



equality and justice. Their stories, so often ignored or trivialized, give us examples of who we should
emulate and who we must become. —Chris Hedges, author of Empire of Illusion and America: The
Farewell Tour
  a patriots history of the us: What Would the Founders Say? Larry Schweikart, 2011-03-08
The #1 New York Times bestselling coauthor of A Patriot's History of the United States examines ten
current challenges. America is at a crossroads. We face two options: continue our descent toward
big government, higher taxes, less individual liberty, and more debt or pull our country back on the
path our Founding Fathers planned for us. But that path isn't always so easy to see. Following the
success of his previous books, conservative historian Larry Schweikart tackles some of the key
issues confronting our nation today: education, government bailouts, gun control, health care, the
environment, and more. For each he asks, What would the founders say? and sets out to explore our
history and offer wisdom to help us get back on track. What would really be compatible with the
vision that Washington, Jefferson, Madison, and the other founders had for America? Written in
Schweikart's informal yet informative style, What Would the Founders Say? is sure to delight his
fans and anyone looking for a little clarity on tough issues.
  a patriots history of the us: The Common Cause Robert G. Parkinson, 2016-05-18 When the
Revolutionary War began, the odds of a united, continental effort to resist the British seemed nearly
impossible. Few on either side of the Atlantic expected thirteen colonies to stick together in a war
against their cultural cousins. In this pathbreaking book, Robert Parkinson argues that to unify the
patriot side, political and communications leaders linked British tyranny to colonial prejudices,
stereotypes, and fears about insurrectionary slaves and violent Indians. Manipulating newspaper
networks, Washington, Jefferson, Adams, Franklin, and their fellow agitators broadcast stories of
British agents inciting African Americans and Indians to take up arms against the American
rebellion. Using rhetoric like domestic insurrectionists and merciless savages, the founding fathers
rallied the people around a common enemy and made racial prejudice a cornerstone of the new
Republic. In a fresh reading of the founding moment, Parkinson demonstrates the dual projection of
the common cause. Patriots through both an ideological appeal to popular rights and a wartime
movement against a host of British-recruited slaves and Indians forged a racialized, exclusionary
model of American citizenship.
  a patriots history of the us: U.S. History P. Scott Corbett, Volker Janssen, John M. Lund, Todd
Pfannestiel, Sylvie Waskiewicz, Paul Vickery, 2024-09-10 U.S. History is designed to meet the scope
and sequence requirements of most introductory courses. The text provides a balanced approach to
U.S. history, considering the people, events, and ideas that have shaped the United States from both
the top down (politics, economics, diplomacy) and bottom up (eyewitness accounts, lived
experience). U.S. History covers key forces that form the American experience, with particular
attention to issues of race, class, and gender.
  a patriots history of the us: Forgotten Patriots Edwin G. Burrows, 2008-11-11 Between 1775
and 1783, some 200,000 Americans took up arms against the British Crown. Just over 6,800 of those
men died in battle. About 25,000 became prisoners of war, most of them confined in New York City
under conditions so atrocious that they perished by the thousands. Evidence suggests that at least
17,500 Americans may have died in these prisons -- more than twice the number to die on the
battlefield. It was in New York, not Boston or Philadelphia, where most Americans gave their lives
for the cause of independence. New York City became the jailhouse of the American Revolution
because it was the principal base of the Crown's military operations. Beginning with the bumper
crop of American captives taken during the 1776 invasion of New York, captured Americans were
stuffed into a hastily assembled collection of public buildings, sugar houses, and prison ships. The
prisoners were shockingly overcrowded and chronically underfed -- those who escaped alive told of
comrades so hungry they ate their own clothes and shoes. Despite the extraordinary number of lives
lost, Forgotten Patriots is the first-ever account of what took place in these hell-holes. The result is a
unique perspective on the Revolutionary War as well as a sobering commentary on how Americans
have remembered our struggle for independence -- and how much we have forgotten.



  a patriots history of the us: Scars of Independence Holger Hoock, 2017 Tory hunting --
Britain's dilemma -- Rubicon -- Plundering protectors -- Violated bodies -- Slaughterhouses -- Black
holes -- Skiver them! -- Town-destroyer -- Americanizing the war -- Man for man -- Returning losers
  a patriots history of the us: The Original Patriots Chag Lowry, 2007
  a patriots history of the us: Liberty Is Sweet Woody Holton, 2021-10-19 A “deeply researched
and bracing retelling” (Annette Gordon-Reed, Pulitzer Prize–winning historian) of the American
Revolution, showing how the Founders were influenced by overlooked Americans—women, Native
Americans, African Americans, and religious dissenters. Using more than a thousand eyewitness
records, Liberty Is Sweet is a “spirited account” (Gordon S. Wood, Pulitzer Prize–winning author of
The Radicalism of the American Revolution) that explores countless connections between the
Patriots of 1776 and other Americans whose passion for freedom often brought them into conflict
with the Founding Fathers. “It is all one story,” prizewinning historian Woody Holton writes. Holton
describes the origins and crucial battles of the Revolution from Lexington and Concord to the British
surrender at Yorktown, always focusing on marginalized Americans—enslaved Africans and African
Americans, Native Americans, women, and dissenters—and on overlooked factors such as weather,
North America’s unique geography, chance, misperception, attempts to manipulate public opinion,
and (most of all) disease. Thousands of enslaved Americans exploited the chaos of war to obtain their
own freedom, while others were given away as enlistment bounties to whites. Women provided
material support for the troops, sewing clothes for soldiers and in some cases taking part in the
fighting. Both sides courted native people and mimicked their tactics. Liberty Is Sweet is a
“must-read book for understanding the founding of our nation” (Walter Isaacson, author of Benjamin
Franklin), from its origins on the frontiers and in the Atlantic ports to the creation of the
Constitution. Offering surprises at every turn—for example, Holton makes a convincing case that
Britain never had a chance of winning the war—this majestic history revivifies a story we thought we
already knew.
  a patriots history of the us: The Colored Patriots of the American Revolution William
Cooper Nell, 2015-08-08 This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and
is part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the
original artifact, and remains as true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the
original copyright references, library stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our most
important libraries around the world), and other notations in the work. This work is in the public
domain in the United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you
may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the
body of the work. As a reproduction of a historical artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred
pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important
enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the public. We appreciate your
support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of keeping this
knowledge alive and relevant.
  a patriots history of the us: American Patriots Gail Lumet Buckley, 2002-05-14 A dramatic and
moving tribute to the military’s unsung heroes, American Patriots tells the story of the black
servicemen and women who defended American ideals on the battlefield, even as they faced racism
in the ranks and segregation on the home front. Through hundreds of original interviews with
veterans of every war since World War I, historic accounts, and photographs, Gail Buckley brings
these heroes and their struggles to life. We meet Henry O. Flipper, who withstood silent treatment
from his classmates to become the first black graduate of West Point in 1877. And World War II
infantry medic Bruce M. Wright, who crawled through a minefield to shield a fallen soldier during an
attack. Finally, we meet a young soldier in Vietnam, Colin Powell, who rose through the ranks to
become, during the Gulf War, the first black chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. Fourteen years in
the making, American Patriots is a landmark chronicle of the brave men and women whose courage
and determination changed the course of American history.
  a patriots history of the us: 48 Liberal Lies about American History Larry Schweikart, 2008 As



he did in his popular A Patriot's History of the United States, Schweikart corrects liberal bias by
rediscovering facts that were once widely known. He challenges distorted books by name and
debunks 48 common myths.
  a patriots history of the us: Buying Power Lawrence B. Glickman, 2009-06-10 A definitive
history of consumer activism, Buying Power traces the lineage of this political tradition back to our
nation’s founding, revealing that Americans used purchasing power to support causes and punish
enemies long before the word boycott even entered our lexicon. Taking the Boston Tea Party as his
starting point, Lawrence Glickman argues that the rejection of British imports by revolutionary
patriots inaugurated a continuous series of consumer boycotts, campaigns for safe and ethical
consumption, and efforts to make goods more broadly accessible. He explores abolitionist-led efforts
to eschew slave-made goods, African American consumer campaigns against Jim Crow, a 1930s
refusal of silk from fascist Japan, and emerging contemporary movements like slow food. Uncovering
previously unknown episodes and analyzing famous events from a fresh perspective, Glickman
illuminates moments when consumer activism intersected with political and civil rights movements.
He also sheds new light on activists’ relationship with the consumer movement, which gave rise to
lobbies like the National Consumers League and Consumers Union as well as ill-fated legislation to
create a federal Consumer Protection Agency.
  a patriots history of the us: Patriots James Wesley Rawles, 2009-04-07 'Patriots' is a man's
action-adventure novel set in the near future, as America is torn-by a full scale socio-economic
collapse.
  a patriots history of the us: Patriots and Cosmopolitans John Fabian Witt, 2007-02-28
Ranging from the founding era to Reconstruction, from the making of the modern state to its
post-New Deal limits, Witt illuminates the legal and constitutional foundations of American
nationhood through the stories of five patriots and critics., each of whom came up against the power
of national institutions to shape the directions of legal change.
  a patriots history of the us: American Honor Craig Bruce Smith, 2018-03-19 The American
Revolution was not only a revolution for liberty and freedom, it was also a revolution of ethics,
reshaping what colonial Americans understood as honor and virtue. As Craig Bruce Smith
demonstrates, these concepts were crucial aspects of Revolutionary Americans' ideological break
from Europe and shared by all ranks of society. Focusing his study primarily on prominent
Americans who came of age before and during the Revolution—notably John Adams, Benjamin
Franklin, Thomas Jefferson, and George Washington—Smith shows how a colonial ethical
transformation caused and became inseparable from the American Revolution, creating an ethical
ideology that still remains. By also interweaving individuals and groups that have historically been
excluded from the discussion of honor—such as female thinkers, women patriots, slaves, and free
African Americans—Smith makes a broad and significant argument about how the Revolutionary era
witnessed a fundamental shift in ethical ideas. This thoughtful work sheds new light on a forgotten
cause of the Revolution and on the ideological foundation of the United States.
  a patriots history of the us: Seven Events That Made America America Larry Schweikart,
2010-06-01 A conservative historian examines some of the pivotal, yet often ignored, moments that
shaped our history All students of American history know the big events that dramatically shaped
our country. The Civil War, Pearl Harbor, the assassination of John F. Kennedy, and 9/11 are just a
few. But there are other, less famous events that had an equally profound impact. Notable
conservative historian Larry Schweikart takes an in- depth look at seven of these transformative
moments and provides an analysis of how each of them spurred a trend that either confirmed or
departed from the vision our Founding Fathers had for America. For instance, he shows how Martin
Van Buren's creation of a national political party made it possible for Obama to get elected almost
two centuries later and how Dwight Eisenhower's heart attack led to a war on red meat, during
which the government took control over Americans' diets. In his easy-to-read yet informative style,
Schweikart will not only educate but also surprise readers into reevaluating our history.
  a patriots history of the us: American History, Combined Edition Thomas S. Kidd, 2019-12-01



In this combined edition, the full content of volumes 1 and 2 of Thomas Kidd’s American History are
brought together in a single, accessible textbook. This sweeping narrative spans the full scope of
American history from the first Native American societies to the political and cultural struggles of
contemporary times. In clear, readable prose, and with attention to well-known and more obscure
figures from American history, Kidd gives a robust account of the events, people, and ideas that gave
shape to our nation. Students will come away from American History well-informed, and better
prepared to wrestle with the political and cultural changes that have dramatically transformed
contemporary American life. Praise for American History “Thomas Kidd has succeeded well in
providing a high quality American history text that integrates the usual political and social history
with its religious dimensions.” —George Marsden, professor of history emeritus, University of Notre
Dame “Thomas Kidd explores the entirety of American history in this carefully researched and
clearly written text. It is an ideal book for students new to American history as well as for older
readers who would like a sprightly, objective, and discerning refresher.” —Mark Noll, professor of
history emeritus, University of Notre Dame, and research professor of history, Regent College
  a patriots history of the us: Producers, Parasites, Patriots Daniel Martinez HoSang, Joseph
E. Lowndes, 2019-04-09 The shifting meaning of race and class in the age of Trump The profound
concentration of economic power in the United States in recent decades has produced surprising
new forms of racialization. In Producers, Parasites, Patriots, Daniel Martinez HoSang and Joseph E.
Lowndes show that while racial subordination is an enduring feature of U.S. political history, it
continually changes in response to shifting economic and political conditions, interests, and
structures. The authors document the changing politics of race and class in the age of Trump across
a broad range of phenomena, showing how new forms of racialization work to alter the economic
protections of whiteness while promoting some conservatives of color as models of the neoliberal
regime. Through careful analyses of diverse political sites and conflicts—racially charged elections,
attacks on public-sector unions, new forms of white precarity, the rise of black and brown political
elites, militia uprisings, multiculturalism on the far right—they highlight new, interwoven
deployments of race in the ascendant age of inequality. Using the concept of “racial transposition,”
the authors demonstrate how racial meanings and signification can be transferred from one group to
another to shore up both neoliberalism and racial hierarchy. From the militia movement to the
Alt-Right to the mainstream Republican Party, Producers, Parasites, Patriots brings to light the
changing role of race in right-wing politics.
  a patriots history of the us: Slaughterhouse-Five Kurt Vonnegut, 1999-01-12 Kurt Vonnegut’s
masterpiece, Slaughterhouse-Five is “a desperate, painfully honest attempt to confront the
monstrous crimes of the twentieth century” (Time). Selected by the Modern Library as one of the
100 best novels of all time Slaughterhouse-Five, an American classic, is one of the world’s great
antiwar books. Centering on the infamous World War II firebombing of Dresden, the novel is the
result of what Kurt Vonnegut described as a twenty-three-year struggle to write a book about what
he had witnessed as an American prisoner of war. It combines historical fiction, science fiction,
autobiography, and satire in an account of the life of Billy Pilgrim, a barber’s son turned draftee
turned optometrist turned alien abductee. As Vonnegut had, Billy experiences the destruction of
Dresden as a POW. Unlike Vonnegut, he experiences time travel, or coming “unstuck in time.” An
instant bestseller, Slaughterhouse-Five made Kurt Vonnegut a cult hero in American literature, a
reputation that only strengthened over time, despite his being banned and censored by some
libraries and schools for content and language. But it was precisely those elements of Vonnegut’s
writing—the political edginess, the genre-bending inventiveness, the frank violence, the
transgressive wit—that have inspired generations of readers not just to look differently at the world
around them but to find the confidence to say something about it. Authors as wide-ranging as
Norman Mailer, John Irving, Michael Crichton, Tim O’Brien, Margaret Atwood, Elizabeth Strout,
David Sedaris, Jennifer Egan, and J. K. Rowling have all found inspiration in Vonnegut’s words.
Jonathan Safran Foer has described Vonnegut as “the kind of writer who made people—young
people especially—want to write.” George Saunders has declared Vonnegut to be “the great, urgent,



passionate American writer of our century, who offers us . . . a model of the kind of compassionate
thinking that might yet save us from ourselves.” More than fifty years after its initial publication at
the height of the Vietnam War, Vonnegut’s portrayal of political disillusionment, PTSD, and postwar
anxiety feels as relevant, darkly humorous, and profoundly affecting as ever, an enduring beacon
through our own era’s uncertainties.
  a patriots history of the us: American Revolutions: A Continental History, 1750-1804
Alan Taylor, 2016-09-06 “Excellent . . . deserves high praise. Mr. Taylor conveys this sprawling
continental history with economy, clarity, and vividness.”—Brendan Simms, Wall Street Journal The
American Revolution is often portrayed as a high-minded, orderly event whose capstone, the
Constitution, provided the nation its democratic framework. Alan Taylor, a two-time Pulitzer Prize
winner, gives us a different creation story in this magisterial history. The American Revolution builds
like a ground fire overspreading Britain’s colonies, fueled by local conditions and resistant to
control. Emerging from the continental rivalries of European empires and their native allies, the
revolution pivoted on western expansion as well as seaboard resistance to British taxes. When war
erupted, Patriot crowds harassed Loyalists and nonpartisans into compliance with their cause. The
war exploded in set battles like Saratoga and Yorktown and spread through continuing frontier
violence. The discord smoldering within the fragile new nation called forth a movement to
concentrate power through a Federal Constitution. Assuming the mantle of “We the People,” the
advocates of national power ratified the new frame of government. But it was Jefferson’s expansive
“empire of liberty” that carried the revolution forward, propelling white settlement and slavery west,
preparing the ground for a new conflagration.
  a patriots history of the us: Peter Oliver’s “Origin and Progress of the American
Rebellion” Peter Oliver, 1967 One difficulty in writing a balanced history of the American
Revolution arises in part from its success as a creator of our nation and our nationalistic sentiment.
Unlike the Civil War, unlike the French Revolution, the American Revolution produced no lingering
social trauma in the United States�it is a historic event widely applauded by Americans today as
both necessary and desirable. But one consequence of this happy unanimity is that the chief losers of
the War of Independence�the American Loyalists�have fared badly at the hands of historians. This
explains, in part, why the account of the Revolution recorded by self-professed Loyalist and Chief
Justice of the Superior Court of Massachusetts, Peter Oliver, has heretofore been so routinely
overlooked. Oliver's manuscript, entitled The Origins & Progress of the American Rebellion, written
in 1781, challenges the motives of the founding fathers, and depicts the revolution as passion,
plotting, and violence. His descriptions of the leaders of the patriot party, of their program and
motives, are unforgiving, bitter, and inevitably partisan. But it records the impressions of one who
had experienced these events, knew most of the combatants intimately, and saw the collapse of the
society he had lived in. His history is a very important contemporary account of the origins of the
revolution in Massachusetts, and is now presented here in it entirety for the first time.
  a patriots history of the us: Protocols of Liberty William B. Warner, 2013-09-20 The fledgling
United States fought a war to achieve independence from Britain, but as John Adams said, the real
revolution occurred “in the minds and hearts of the people” before the armed conflict ever began.
Putting the practices of communication at the center of this intellectual revolution, Protocols of
Liberty shows how American patriots—the Whigs—used new forms of communication to challenge
British authority before any shots were fired at Lexington and Concord. To understand the triumph
of the Whigs over the Brit-friendly Tories, William B. Warner argues that it is essential to understand
the communication systems that shaped pre-Revolution events in the background. He explains the
shift in power by tracing the invention of a new political agency, the Committee of Correspondence;
the development of a new genre for political expression, the popular declaration; and the emergence
of networks for collective political action, with the Continental Congress at its center. From the
establishment of town meetings to the creation of a new postal system and, finally, the Declaration
of Independence, Protocols of Liberty reveals that communication innovations contributed decisively
to nation-building and continued to be key tools in later American political movements, like abolition



and women’s suffrage, to oppose local custom and state law.
  a patriots history of the us: Patriots Christian G. Appy, 2004-09-28 Intense and absorbing... If
you buy only one book on the Vietnam War, this is the one you want. -Chicago Tribune Christian G.
Appy's monumental oral history of the Vietnam War is the first work to probe the war's path through
both the United States and Vietnam. These vivid testimonies of 135 men and women span the entire
history of the Vietnam conflict, from its murky origins in the 1940s to the chaotic fall of Saigon in
1975. Sometimes detached and reflective, often raw and emotional, they allow us to see and feel
what this war meant to people literally on all sides: Americans and Vietnamese, generals and grunts,
policymakers and protesters, guerrillas and CIA operatives, pilots and doctors, artists and
journalists, and a variety of ordinary citizens whose lives were swept up in a cataclysm that killed
three million people. By turns harrowing, inspiring, and revelatory, Patriots is not a chronicle of
facts and figures but a vivid human history of the war. A gem of a book, as informative and
compulsively readable as it is timely. -The Washington Post Book World
  a patriots history of the us: The Story of Liberty, America's Heritage Through the Civil
War Michael Allen, 2017-06-29 This history book traces America's heritage, from Ancient and
Medieval times, through the Civil War. It shows how the U.S.A. was founded on Greco-Roman,
Judeo-Christian principles. It shows how the American Founding Fathers established a limited
government.
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