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Introduction: Deconstructing Devotion

This in-depth report provides an analysis of "A Myth of Devotion," a seminal
work exploring the complexities of religious faith and the psychological
mechanisms driving devotional practices. The analysis will delve into the
core arguments presented, examine the supporting evidence, and assess the
work’s contribution to the broader field of religious studies. This a myth of
devotion analysis seeks to unpack the multifaceted nature of devotion, moving
beyond simplistic interpretations and acknowledging the intricate interplay
between individual experience, cultural context, and social structures.

Methodology and Data Sources Employed in the A Myth
of Devotion Analysis

The original article, "A Myth of Devotion," employs a multi-faceted
methodology. It draws upon extensive ethnographic research, incorporating
fieldwork observations from diverse religious communities across the globe.
The data includes participant observation notes, interviews with religious
practitioners and devotees, and analysis of religious texts and rituals.
Quantitative data, though not the primary focus, is utilized to support
certain claims, such as the prevalence of certain devotional practices within



specific demographics. This rigorous approach underpins the strength of this
a myth of devotion analysis.

Specifically, the article utilizes:

Ethnographic fieldwork: Detailed observations of religious ceremonies,
rituals, and daily life within various religious communities.
Semi-structured interviews: In-depth conversations with individuals
expressing varying levels of religious devotion, exploring their motivations,
experiences, and the impact of their faith on their lives.
Textual analysis: Careful examination of religious scriptures, hymns, and
other textual materials to understand the construction and dissemination of
devotional narratives.
Statistical analysis (supplementary): Utilizing quantitative data on
religious affiliation and practice to contextualize the ethnographic
findings.

Core Arguments Presented in the A Myth of Devotion
Analysis

The central argument of "A Myth of Devotion" challenges simplistic notions of
religious devotion as purely altruistic or divinely inspired. Instead, the a
myth of devotion analysis posits that devotion is a complex social and
psychological phenomenon shaped by multiple interacting factors. These
factors include:

Social bonding and identity formation: Devotion serves as a crucial mechanism
for building and maintaining social cohesion within religious communities.
Shared rituals and beliefs foster a sense of belonging and collective
identity.
Emotional regulation and coping mechanisms: Religious practices, particularly
devotional ones, offer individuals strategies for managing stress, anxiety,
and uncertainty. The a myth of devotion analysis highlights the role of
devotion in providing comfort and solace during times of hardship.
Power dynamics and social control: The article argues that devotion can be
instrumentalized by religious institutions to maintain social order and exert
power. The a myth of devotion analysis examines how devotional practices can
reinforce existing hierarchies and inequalities.
Cognitive biases and confirmation bias: The authors highlight the role of
cognitive biases in shaping individuals' interpretations of religious
experiences and reinforcing their devotional beliefs. The a myth of devotion
analysis explores how individuals tend to seek out and interpret information
that confirms their existing beliefs, even in the face of contradictory
evidence.

Research Findings and Supporting Evidence in the A
Myth of Devotion Analysis



The a myth of devotion analysis provides compelling evidence for its central
arguments. For instance, the ethnographic data reveals how devotional
practices, such as prayer, pilgrimage, and ritualistic chanting, contribute
to the creation of strong social bonds within religious communities.
Interviews highlight the role of devotion in providing individuals with a
sense of meaning, purpose, and belonging, effectively countering feelings of
isolation and existential angst. The analysis of religious texts shows how
narratives of divine grace and miraculous interventions are used to reinforce
devotional practices and legitimate the authority of religious leaders.

A Critical Evaluation of the A Myth of Devotion
Analysis

While the a myth of devotion analysis offers significant insights into the
complex nature of religious devotion, it’s crucial to acknowledge certain
limitations. The primary focus on specific religious communities might limit
the generalizability of its findings to other contexts. Furthermore, the
authors' interpretative framework, while insightful, may be open to
alternative perspectives. Despite these limitations, the rigorous methodology
and compelling evidence presented contribute significantly to our
understanding of devotion as a multifaceted social and psychological
phenomenon.

Summary and Conclusion

This a myth of devotion analysis demonstrates that religious devotion is not
a monolithic phenomenon. Instead, it’s a complex interplay of social,
psychological, and cognitive factors. The article successfully challenges
simplistic interpretations of devotion, revealing its significance in social
bonding, emotional regulation, and the exercise of power. While acknowledging
certain limitations, the research contributes valuable insights to the field
of religious studies, prompting a deeper understanding of the diverse
motivations and manifestations of religious faith. The robust methodology and
thoughtful analysis make it a crucial contribution to scholarly discourse on
religious belief and practice.

FAQs

What is the main thesis of "A Myth of Devotion"? The main thesis1.
challenges simplistic views of religious devotion, arguing it’s a
complex interplay of social, psychological, and cognitive factors, not
solely divinely inspired.

What methodologies were used in the a myth of devotion analysis?1.



Ethnographic fieldwork, semi-structured interviews, textual analysis,
and supplementary statistical analysis were employed.

What are the key factors shaping religious devotion according to the1.
article? Social bonding, emotional regulation, power dynamics, and
cognitive biases are highlighted.

How does the article address the role of power in religious devotion? It1.
explores how devotion can be instrumentalized by religious institutions
to maintain social order and exert power, reinforcing hierarchies.

What are the limitations of the a myth of devotion analysis? The limited1.
scope of studied communities and potential interpretive biases are
acknowledged limitations.

How does the article contribute to our understanding of religious1.
belief? It provides a nuanced and multifaceted understanding of
devotion, moving beyond simplistic explanations.

Who is the target audience for this a myth of devotion analysis?1.
Scholars, students, and anyone interested in the social and
psychological dimensions of religious belief.

Where can I find the full text of "A Myth of Devotion"? The exact1.
location would depend on the article's publication details – typically
academic databases or the publisher's website.

What are the broader implications of the a myth of devotion analysis? It1.
challenges assumptions about religious motivation and encourages a
critical examination of the social and psychological forces shaping
religious practice.



Related Articles:

"The Sociology of Religious Experience": Examines the sociological1.
perspectives on religious experiences and their impact on individuals
and societies.

"Cognitive Science of Religion": Explores the cognitive processes2.
underlying religious belief and practice from a scientific perspective.

"Religious Ritual and Social Cohesion": Analyzes the role of religious3.
rituals in fostering social bonds and collective identity.

"The Psychology of Religious Conversion": Investigates the psychological4.
factors involved in religious conversions and shifts in belief.

"Power and Authority in Religious Institutions": Explores the dynamics5.
of power and authority within various religious organizations.

"Religious Coping and Mental Health": Examines the relationship between6.
religious belief and practices and mental well-being.

"The Anthropology of Religious Symbols": Analyzes the symbolic meaning7.
and cultural significance of religious symbols and rituals.

"Religious Fundamentalism and Extremism": Explores the roots and8.
consequences of religious fundamentalism and extremism.

"Secularization and the Decline of Religious Belief": Examines the9.
ongoing process of secularization and its impact on religious faith.

  a myth of devotion analysis: Averno Louise Glück, 2014-07-08 A ravishing collection by Louise
Glück, winner of the Nobel Prize in Literature Averno is a small crater lake in southern , regarded by
the ancient Romans as the entrance to the underworld. That place gives its name to Louise Glück's
eleventh collection: in a landscape turned irretrievably to winter, it is the only source of heat and
light, a gate or passageway that invites traffic between worlds while at the same time opposing their
reconciliation. Averno is an extended lamentation, its long, restless poems no less spellbinding for
being without plot or hope, no less ravishing for being savage, grief-stricken. What Averno provides
is not a map to a point of arrival or departure, but a diagram of where we are, the harrowing,
enduring presence. Averno is a 2006 National Book Award Finalist for Poetry.
  a myth of devotion analysis: Teach Living Poets Lindsay Illich, Melissa Alter Smith, 2021
Teach Living Poets opens up the flourishing world of contemporary poetry to secondary teachers,
giving advice on reading contemporary poetry, discovering new poets, and inviting living poets into
the classroom, as well as sharing sample lessons, writing prompts, and ways to become an engaged
member of a professional learning community. The #TeachLivingPoets approach, which has grown
out of the vibrant movement and community founded by high school teacher Melissa Alter Smith and
been codeveloped with poet and scholar Lindsay Illich, offers rich opportunities for students to



improve critical reading and writing, opportunities for self-expression and social-emotional learning,
and, perhaps the most desirable outcome, the opportunity to fall in love with language and discover
(or renew) their love of reading. The many poems included in Teach Living Poets are representative
of the diverse poets writing today.
  a myth of devotion analysis: Postcolonial Love Poem Natalie Diaz, 2020-03-03 WINNER OF
THE 2021 PULITZER PRIZE IN POETRY FINALIST FOR THE 2020 NATIONAL BOOK AWARD FOR
POETRY Natalie Diaz’s highly anticipated follow-up to When My Brother Was an Aztec, winner of an
American Book Award Postcolonial Love Poem is an anthem of desire against erasure. Natalie Diaz’s
brilliant second collection demands that every body carried in its pages—bodies of language, land,
rivers, suffering brothers, enemies, and lovers—be touched and held as beloveds. Through these
poems, the wounds inflicted by America onto an indigenous people are allowed to bloom pleasure
and tenderness: “Let me call my anxiety, desire, then. / Let me call it, a garden.” In this new lyrical
landscape, the bodies of indigenous, Latinx, black, and brown women are simultaneously the body
politic and the body ecstatic. In claiming this autonomy of desire, language is pushed to its dark
edges, the astonishing dunefields and forests where pleasure and love are both grief and joy,
violence and sensuality. Diaz defies the conditions from which she writes, a nation whose creation
predicated the diminishment and ultimate erasure of bodies like hers and the people she loves: “I am
doing my best to not become a museum / of myself. I am doing my best to breathe in and out. // I am
begging: Let me be lonely but not invisible.” Postcolonial Love Poem unravels notions of American
goodness and creates something more powerful than hope—in it, a future is built, future being a
matrix of the choices we make now, and in these poems, Diaz chooses love.
  a myth of devotion analysis: Devotion Patti Smith, 2017-01-01 In lyric essays, a story, poems,
and photographs, Smith illuminates the whirl of chance and choice that stokes a writer's
imagination, recounting her fascination on the eve of a trip to Paris with Simone Weil and an
evocative, accidentally discovered film about Stalin's mass deportation of Estonians. In France, a
gravestone, a televised figure-skating competition, a meal, and a garden all converge in what
becomes Devotion, [a] ... fairy tale about a young, displaced Estonian skater and a solitary dealer in
rare objects and arms. This ... fable about creativity and obsession, possession and freedom is
followed by a meditation on how a work of art is, for other artists, a call to action--Booklist,
08/01/2017.
  a myth of devotion analysis: The Myth of Sisyphus And Other Essays Albert Camus,
2012-10-31 One of the most influential works of this century, The Myth of Sisyphus and Other Essays
is a crucial exposition of existentialist thought. Influenced by works such as Don Juan and the novels
of Kafka, these essays begin with a meditation on suicide; the question of living or not living in a
universe devoid of order or meaning. With lyric eloquence, Albert Camus brilliantly posits a way out
of despair, reaffirming the value of personal existence, and the possibility of life lived with dignity
and authenticity.
  a myth of devotion analysis: Mythologies Roland Barthes, 2013-03-12 This new edition of
MYTHOLOGIES is the first complete, authoritative English version of the French classic, Roland
Barthes's most emblematic work--
  a myth of devotion analysis: The Myth of the Andalusian Paradise Dario Fernandez-Morera,
2023-07-11 A finalist for World Magazine's Book of the Year! Scholars, journalists, and even
politicians uphold Muslim-ruled medieval Spain—al-Andalus—as a multicultural paradise, a place
where Muslims, Christians, and Jews lived in harmony. There is only one problem with this widely
accepted account: it is a myth. In this groundbreaking book, Northwestern University scholar Darío
Fernández-Morera tells the full story of Islamic Spain. The Myth of the Andalusian Paradise shines
light on hidden history by drawing on an abundance of primary sources that scholars have ignored,
as well as archaeological evidence only recently unearthed. This supposed beacon of peaceful
coexistence began, of course, with the Islamic Caliphate's conquest of Spain. Far from a land of
religious tolerance, Islamic Spain was marked by religious and therefore cultural repression in all
areas of life and the marginalization of Christians and other groups—all this in the service of social



control by autocratic rulers and a class of religious authorities. The Myth of the Andalusian Paradise
provides a desperately needed reassessment of medieval Spain. As professors, politicians, and
pundits continue to celebrate Islamic Spain for its multiculturalism and diversity, Fernández-Morera
sets the historical record straight—showing that a politically useful myth is a myth nonetheless.
  a myth of devotion analysis: Devotion Hannah Kent, 2022-02-03 'A glorious love story' –
Sarah Winman, author of Still Life Longlisted for the Dublin Literary Award A stunning story about
the impossible lengths we go to for the ones we love, with a breathtaking twist, from the bestselling
author of Burial Rites, Hannah Kent. Hanne and Thea’s friendship is a miracle. Before, Hanne always
felt apart from the local girls, but with Thea it all came easy. Suddenly she could imagine a future
for herself, a happy one, by Thea’s side. But when their tight-knit community embarks on a long and
brutal journey to Australia, in search of new freedoms on old land, Hanne and Thea’s bond must find
a way to survive the most impossible devastation. Will their love prove too strong for even Nature to
break? 'Extraordinarily daring . . . a remarkable novel, an almost visionary celebration of the
death-defying power of the women’s love' - Sunday Times 'Exquisite . . . it's taken root in my heart' –
Kiran Millwood Hargrave, author of The Mercies 'So beautiful and so raw . . . Devotion is impossibly
good' – Evie Wyld, author of The Bass Rock
  a myth of devotion analysis: The Song of Achilles Madeline Miller, 2012-04-12 WINNER OF
THE ORANGE PRIZE FOR FICTION 2012 Greece in the age of heroes. Patroclus, an awkward young
prince, has been exiled to the court of King Peleus and his perfect son Achilles. Despite their
differences, Achilles befriends the shamed prince, and as they grow into young men skilled in the
arts of war and medicine, their bond blossoms into something deeper - despite the displeasure of
Achilles's mother Thetis, a cruel sea goddess. But when word comes that Helen of Sparta has been
kidnapped, Achilles must go to war in distant Troy and fulfill his destiny. Torn between love and fear
for his friend, Patroclus goes with him, little knowing that the years that follow will test everything
they hold dear.
  a myth of devotion analysis: The Raven Edgar Allan Poe, 1883
  a myth of devotion analysis: In Praise of Love Alain Badiou, Nicolas Truong, 2012-11-27 The
renowned French philosopher’s “ode to love’s power to unite in the face of eternity, and its optimism
in the face of pain” (Publishers Weekly). In a world rife with consumerism, where online dating
promises risk-free romance and love is all too often seen as a mere variant of desire and hedonism,
Alain Badiou believes that love is under threat. Taking to heart Rimbaud’s famous line “love needs
reinventing,” In Praise of Love is the celebrated French intellectual’s passionate treatise in defense
of love. For Badiou, love is an existential project, a constantly unfolding quest for truth. This quest
begins with the chance encounter, an event that forever changes two individuals, challenging them
“to see the world from the point of view of two rather than one.” This, Badiou believes, is love’s most
essential transforming power. Through thought-provoking dialogue edited from a conversation
between Badiou and Truong, a vibrant cast of thinkers are invoked: Kierkegaard, Plato, de Beauvoir,
Proust, and more, create a new narrative of love in the face of twenty-first-century modernity.
Moving, zealous, and wise, Badiou’s “paean to the anticapitalist, antiessentialist, unifying power of
love” urges us not to fear it but to see it as a magnificent undertaking that compels us to explore
others and to move away from an obsession with ourselves (Publishers Weekly). “Finally, the cure
for the pornographic, utilitarian exchange of favors to which love has been reduced in America.
Alain Badiou is our philosopher of love.” —Simon Critchley, author of The Faith of the Faithless
  a myth of devotion analysis: Devotional Language Johannes Sloek, 2015-07-24
  a myth of devotion analysis: Honest to God John A. T. Robinson, 2014-09-16 On first
publication in the 1960s, Honest to God did more than instigate a passionate debate about the
nature of Christian belief in a secular revolution. It epitomised the revolutionary mood of the era and
articulated the anxieties of a generation.
  a myth of devotion analysis: Early Poems William Butler Yeats, 2013-02-04 Rich selection of
134 poems published between 1889 and 1914: Lake Isle of Innisfree, When You Are Old, Down by
the Salley Gardens, many more. Note. Alphabetical lists of titles and first lines.



  a myth of devotion analysis: Holy Hell Gail Tredwell, 2013-10-31 Amma, universally known
as The Hugging Saint, went through a two-decade transformation from a simple fisherman's
daughter to an international wonder worshiped by millions. Gail Gayatri Tredwell was there every
step of the way--from early devotee to head female disciple, ever-present personal attendant,
handmaiden, whipping post, and unwilling keeper of some devastating secrets. Because she became
fluent in the Malayalam language and had continual intimate proximity to Amma for twenty years,
Tredwell is uniquely capable of portraying this famous woman. She tells her tale with
straightforward honesty, fairness, and a dash of Aussie snap and wit. Although the guru's flaws are a
necessary part of her story and awakening, she strives to be factual throughout, digging deep to
eschew victim frameworks and take responsibility for her own role in accepting the abuse and
perpetuating the lies. Tredwell takes us vividly through her varying stages, starting with naïveté and
innocent devotion, then on to dawning awareness and confusion, finally to emotional breakdown and
her shocking enlightenment--her realization that the liberation she urgently required was is in fact
liberation from her own guru
  a myth of devotion analysis: Salvage the Bones Jesmyn Ward, 2012-04-12 A hurricane is
building over the Gulf of Mexico, threatening the coastal town of Bois Sauvage, Mississippi, and
Esch's father is growing concerned. He's a hard drinker, largely absent, and it isn't often he worries
about the family. Esch and her three brothers are stocking up on food, but there isn't much to save.
Lately, Esch can't keep down what food she gets; at fifteen, she has just realized that she's pregnant.
Her brother Skeetah is sneaking scraps for his prized pit bull's new litter, dying one by one.
Meanwhile, brothers Randall and Junior try to stake their claim in a family long on child's play and
short on parenting. As the twelve days that make up the novel's framework yield to a dramatic
conclusion, this unforgettable family - motherless children sacrificing for one another as they can,
protecting and nurturing where love is scarce - pulls itself up to face another day.
  a myth of devotion analysis: Hachiko Pamela S. Turner, 2009-04-06 Imagine walking to the
same place every day, to meet your best friend. Imagine watching hundreds of people pass by every
morning and every afternoon. Imagine waiting, and waiting, and waiting. For ten years. This is what
Hachiko did. Hachiko was a real dog who lived in Tokyo, a dog who faithfully waited for his owner at
the Shibuya train station long after his owner could not come to meet him. He became famous for his
loyalty and was adored by scores of people who passed through the station every day. This is
Hachiko’s story through the eyes of Kentaro, a young boy whose life is changed forever by his
friendship with this very special dog. Simply told, and illustrated with Yan Nascimbene’s lush
watercolors, the legend of Hachiko will touch your heart and inspire you as it has inspired thousands
all over the world.
  a myth of devotion analysis: Ovid's Myth of Pygmalion on Screen Paula James, 2011-10-06 >
  a myth of devotion analysis: Women Versed in Myth Colleen S. Harris, Valerie Estelle
Frankel, 2016-09-12 Throughout history, men have prayed to gods and poets have interpreted
ancient myths for new audiences. But what about women? With sections on teaching and modern
writing, this collection of new essays examines how modern female poets--including H.D., Louise
Gluck, Ruth Fainlight, Rita Dove, Sylvia Plath and others--have subverted classical expectations in
interpreting such legends as Persephone, Helen and Eurydice. Other mythological figures are also
explored and rewritten, including Buddhism's Kwan Yin, Celtic Macha, the Aztecs' Coatlicue, Pele of
Hawaii, India's Sita, Sumer's Inanna, Yemonja of the Yoruba and many more.
  a myth of devotion analysis: The Poetry of Louise Glück Daniel Morris, 2006-12-01 A
dominant figure in American poetry for more than thirty-five years, Louise Glück has been the
recipient of virtually every major poetry award. She won the Nobel Prize in Literature in 2020 and
was named U.S. poet laureate for 2003–2004. In a full-length study of her work, Daniel Morris
explores how this prolific poet utilizes masks of characters from history, the Bible, and even fairy
tales. Morris treats Glück’s persistent themes—desire, hunger, trauma, survival—through close
reading of her major book-length sequences from the 1990s: Ararat, Meadowlands, and The Wild
Iris. An additional chapter devoted to The House on Marshland (1975) shows how its revision of



Romanticism and nature poetry anticipated these later works. Seeing Glück’s poems as complex
analyses of the authorial self via sustained central metaphors, Morris reads her poetry against a
narrative pattern that shifts from the tones of anger, despair, and resentment found in her early
Firstborn to the resignation of Ararat—and proceeds in her latest volumes, including Vita Nova and
Averno, toward an ambivalent embrace of embodied life. By showing how Glück’s poems may be
read as a form of commentary on the meanings of great literature and myth, Morris emphasizes her
irreverent attitude toward the canons through which she both expresses herself and deflects her
autobiographical impulse. By discussing her sense of self, of Judaism, and of the poetic tradition, he
explores her position as a mystic poet with an ambivalent relationship to religious discourse verging
on Gnosticism, with tendencies toward the ancient rabbinic midrash tradition of reading scripture.
He particularly shows how her creative reading of past poets expresses her vision of Judaism as a
way of thinking about canonical texts. The Poetry of Louise Glück is a quintessential study of how
poems may be read as a form of commentary on the meanings of great literature and myth. It clearly
demonstrates that, through this lens of commentary, one can grasp more firmly the very idea of
poetry itself that Glück has spent her career both defining and extending.
  a myth of devotion analysis: Myth Analyzed Robert A. Segal, 2020-10-13 Comparing and
evaluating modern theories of myth, this book offers an overview of explanations of myth from the
social sciences and the humanities. This ambitious collection of essays uses the viewpoints of a
variety of disciplines - psychology, anthropology, sociology, politics, philosophy, religious studies,
and literature. Each discipline advocates a generalization about the origin, the function, and the
subject matter of myth. The subject is always not what makes any myth distinct but what makes all
myths myth. The book is divided into five sections, covering topics such as myth and psychoanalysis,
hero myths, myth and science, myth and politics, and myth and the physical world. Chapters engage
with an array of theorists--among them, Freud, Jung, Campbell, Rank, Winnicott, Tylor, Frazer,
Malinowski, Levy-Bruhl, Levi-Strauss, Harrison, and Burkert. The book considers whether myth still
plays a role in our lives is one of the issues considered, showing that myths arise anything but
spontaneously. They are the result of a specific need, which varies from theory to theory. This is a
fascinating survey by a leading voice in the study of myth. As such, it will be of much interest to
scholars of myth and how it interacts with Sociology, Anthropology, Politics and Economics.
  a myth of devotion analysis: Work Won't Love You Back Sarah Jaffe, 2021-01-26 A
deeply-reported examination of why doing what you love is a recipe for exploitation, creating a new
tyranny of work in which we cheerily acquiesce to doing jobs that take over our lives. You're told
that if you do what you love, you'll never work a day in your life. Whether it's working for exposure
and experience, or enduring poor treatment in the name of being part of the family, all employees
are pushed to make sacrifices for the privilege of being able to do what we love. In Work Won't Love
You Back, Sarah Jaffe, a preeminent voice on labor, inequality, and social movements, examines this
labor of love myth—the idea that certain work is not really work, and therefore should be done out of
passion instead of pay. Told through the lives and experiences of workers in various industries—from
the unpaid intern, to the overworked teacher, to the nonprofit worker and even the professional
athlete—Jaffe reveals how all of us have been tricked into buying into a new tyranny of work. As Jaffe
argues, understanding the trap of the labor of love will empower us to work less and demand what
our work is worth. And once freed from those binds, we can finally figure out what actually gives us
joy, pleasure, and satisfaction.
  a myth of devotion analysis: House of Sticks Ly Tran, 2022-05-10 An intimate, beautifully
written coming-of-age memoir--a young girl's journey from war-torn Vietnam to Ridgewood, Queens,
and her struggle to find her voice amid clashing cultural expectations. Ly Tran is just a toddler in
1993 when she and her family emigrate from a small town along the Mekong River in Vietnam to a
two-bedroom railroad apartment in Ridgewood, Queens. Ly's father, a former lieutenant in the South
Vietnamese army, spent nearly a decade as a POW, and their resettlement is made possible through
a humanitarian program run by the US government. Soon after they arrive, Ly joins her parents and
three older brothers in sewing ties and cummerbunds piecemeal on their living room floor to make



ends meet. As they navigate this new landscape, Ly finds herself torn between two worlds. She
knows she must honor her parents' Buddhist faith and contribute to the family livelihood, working
long hours at home and then later as a manicurist alongside her mother at a nail salon in
Brownsville, Brooklyn, which her parents eventually take over. But at school, Ly feels the mounting
pressure to blend in. A growing inability to see the blackboard presents new challenges, especially
when her father forbids her from getting glasses, calling her diagnosis of poor vision a government
conspiracy. His frightening temper and paranoia leave an indelible mark on Ly's sense of self. Who is
she outside of everything her family expects of her? Told in a spare, evocative voice that, with
flashes of humor, weaves together her family's immigration experience with her own fraught and
courageous coming-of-age, House of Sticks is a timely and powerful portrait of one girl's struggle to
reckon with her heritage and forge her own path. --
  a myth of devotion analysis: Hold Your Own Kae Tempest, 2015-03-10 From playwright,
novelist, spoken-word star, and the youngest-ever winner of the Ted Hughes Award, an electrifying
poem-sequence based on the myth of the gender-switching prophet Tiresias. My heart throws its
head against my ribs, / it's denting every bone it's venting something it has known since I arrived
and felt it beat. Walking in the forest one morning, a young man disturbs two copulating snakes--and
is punished by the goddess Hera, who turns him into a woman. So begins Hold Your Own, a riveting
tale of youth and experience, wealth and poverty, sex and love, that draws ancient figures into a
fiercely contemporary vision. Weaving elements of classical myth, autobiography and social
commentary, Tempest uses the story of the blind, clairvoyant Tiresias to create four sequences of
poems, addressing childhood, manhood, womanhood, and late life. The result is a rhythmically
hypnotic tour de force--and a hugely ambitious leap forward for one of the most broadly talented and
compelling young writers today.
  a myth of devotion analysis: The White Goddess Robert Graves, 1966-01-01 The White
Goddess is perhaps the finest of Robert Graves's works on the psychological and mythological
sources of poetry. In this tapestry of poetic and religious scholarship, Graves explores the stories
behind the earliest of European deities—the White Goddess of Birth, Love, and Death—who was
worshipped under countless titles. He also uncovers the obscure and mysterious power of pure
poetry and its peculiar and mythic language.
  a myth of devotion analysis: War Is a Force that Gives Us Meaning Chris Hedges, 2014-04-08
General George S. Patton famously said, Compared to war all other forms of human endeavor shrink
to insignificance. God, I do love it so! Though Patton was a notoriously single-minded general, it is
nonetheless a sad fact that war gives meaning to many lives, a fact with which we have become
familiar now that America is once again engaged in a military conflict. War is an enticing elixir. It
gives us purpose, resolve, a cause. It allows us to be noble. Chris Hedges of The New York Times has
seen war up close -- in the Balkans, the Middle East, and Central America -- and he has been
troubled by what he has seen: friends, enemies, colleagues, and strangers intoxicated and even
addicted to war's heady brew. In War Is a Force That Gives Us Meaning, he tackles the ugly truths
about humanity's love affair with war, offering a sophisticated, nuanced, intelligent meditation on
the subject that is also gritty, powerful, and unforgettable.
  a myth of devotion analysis: The Madonna of 115th Street Robert A. Orsi, 2010-01-01 A
twenty-fifth anniversary edition of Robert A. Orsi's classic study of popular religion in Italian
Harlem. In a new preface, Orsi discusses significant shifts in the field of religious history and calls
for new ways of empirically studying divine presences in human life. The Madonna of 115th Street
has over the last quarter century become a classic of American religious history. There are few
books that I have enjoyed teaching more over the years and even fewer that have taught me as much
about American Catholic history.—Leigh E. Schmidt, author of Hearing Things: Religion, Illusion,
and the American Enlightenment
  a myth of devotion analysis: The Myth of Analysis James Hillman, 1997 In this work,
acclaimed Jungian James Hillman examines the concepts of myth, insights, eros, body, and the
mytheme of female inferiority, as well as the need for the freedom to imagine and to feel psychic



reality. By examining these ideas, and the role they have played both in and outside of the
therapeutic setting, Hillman mounts a compelling argument that, rather than locking them away in
some inner asylum or subjecting them to daily self-treatment, man's peculiarities can become an
integral part of a rich and fulfilling daily life. Originally published by Northwestern University Press
in 1972, this work had a profound impact on a nation emerging self-aware from the 1960s, as well as
on the era's burgeoning feminist movement. It remains a profound critique of therapy and the
psychological viewpoint, and it is one of Hillman's most important and enduring works.
  a myth of devotion analysis: Gideon the Ninth Tamsyn Muir, 2019-09-10 Gideon the Ninth is
the first book in the New York Times and USA Today Bestselling Locked Tomb Series, and one of the
Best Books of 2019 according to NPR, the New York Public Library, Amazon, BookPage, Shelf
Awareness, BookRiot, and Bustle! WINNER of the 2020 Locus Award and Crawford Award Finalist
for the 2023 Hugo Award for Best Series! Finalist for the 2020 Hugo, Nebula, Dragon, and World
Fantasy Awards “Unlike anything I’ve ever read. ” —V.E. Schwab “Lesbian necromancers explore a
haunted gothic palace in space!” —Charles Stross “Deft, tense and atmospheric, compellingly
immersive and wildly original.” —The New York Times The Emperor needs necromancers. The Ninth
Necromancer needs a swordswoman. Gideon has a sword, some dirty magazines, and no more time
for undead nonsense. Tamsyn Muir’s Gideon the Ninth unveils a solar system of swordplay,
cut-throat politics, and lesbian necromancers. Her characters leap off the page, as skillfully
animated as arcane revenants. The result is a heart-pounding epic science fantasy. Brought up by
unfriendly, ossifying nuns, ancient retainers, and countless skeletons, Gideon is ready to abandon a
life of servitude and an afterlife as a reanimated corpse. She packs up her sword, her shoes, and her
dirty magazines, and prepares to launch her daring escape. But her childhood nemesis won’t set her
free without a service. Harrowhark Nonagesimus, Reverend Daughter of the Ninth House and bone
witch extraordinaire, has been summoned into action. The Emperor has invited the heirs to each of
his loyal Houses to a deadly trial of wits and skill. If Harrowhark succeeds she will be become an
immortal, all-powerful servant of the Resurrection, but no necromancer can ascend without their
cavalier. Without Gideon’s sword, Harrow will fail, and the Ninth House will die. Of course, some
things are better left dead. THE LOCKED TOMB SERIES BOOK 1: Gideon the Ninth BOOK 2:
Harrow the Ninth BOOK 3: Nona the Ninth BOOK 4: Alecto the Ninth At the Publisher's request, this
title is being sold without Digital Rights Management Software (DRM) applied.
  a myth of devotion analysis: Utopia Thomas More, 2019-04-08 Utopia is a work of fiction and
socio-political satire by Thomas More published in 1516 in Latin. The book is a frame narrative
primarily depicting a fictional island society and its religious, social and political customs. Many
aspects of More's description of Utopia are reminiscent of life in monasteries.
  a myth of devotion analysis: Le Deuxième Sexe Simone de Beauvoir, 1989 The classic
manifesto of the liberated woman, this book explores every facet of a woman's life.
  a myth of devotion analysis: The Vegetarian Myth (16pt Large Print Edition) Lierre Keith,
2011-06-10 Part memoir, nutritional primer, and political manifesto, this controversial examination
exposes the destructive history of agricultureâ causing the devastation of prairies and forests,
driving countless species extinct, altering the climate, and destroying the topsoilâ and asserts that,
in order to save the planet, food must come from within living communities. In order for this to
happen, the argument champions eating locally and sustainably and encourages those with the
resources to grow their own food. Further examining the question of what to eat from the
perspective of both human and environmental health, the account goes beyond health choices and
discusses potential moral issues from eatingâ or not eatingâ animals. Through the deeply personal
narrative of someone who practiced veganism for 20 years, this unique exploration also discusses
alternatives to industrial farming, reveals the risks of a vegan diet, and explains why animals belong
on ecologically sound farms.
  a myth of devotion analysis: The 100 Best Nonfiction Books of All Time Robert McCrum,
2018 Beginning in 1611 with the King James Bible and ending in 2014 with Elizabeth Kolbert's 'The
Sixth Extinction', this extraordinary voyage through the written treasures of our culture examines



universally-acclaimed classics such as Pepys' 'Diaries', Charles Darwin's 'The Origin of Species',
Stephen Hawking's 'A Brief History of Time' and a whole host of additional works --
  a myth of devotion analysis: Medusa's Hair Gananath Obeyesekere, 2014-02-08 The great
pilgrimage center of southeastern Sri Lanka, Kataragama, has become in recent years the spiritual
home of a new class of Hindu-Buddhist religious devotees. These ecstatic priests and priestesses
invariably display long locks of matted hair, and they express their devotion to the gods through fire
walking, tongue-piercing, hanging on hooks, and trance-induced prophesying. The increasing
popularity of these ecstatics poses a challenge not only to orthodox Sinhala Buddhism (the official
religion of Sri Lanka) but also, as Gananath Obeyesekere shows, to the traditional anthropological
and psychoanalytic theories of symbolism. Focusing initially on one symbol, matted hair,
Obeyesekere demonstrates that the conventional distinction between personal and cultural symbols
is inadequate and naive. His detailed case studies of ecstatics show that there is always a reciprocity
between the personal-psychological dimension of the symbol and its public, culturally sanctioned
role. Medusa's Hair thus makes an important theoretical contribution both to the anthropology of
individual experience and to the psychoanalytic understanding of culture. In its analyses of the
symbolism of guilt, the adaptational and integrative significance of belief in spirits, and a host of
related issues concerning possession states and religiosity, this book marks a provocative advance in
psychological anthropology.
  a myth of devotion analysis: Myth Robert Alan Segal, 2015 This Very Short Introduction
explores different approaches to myth from several disciplines, including science, religion,
philosophy, literature, and psychology. In this new edition, Robert Segal considers both the future
study of myth as well as the impact of areas such as cognitive science and the latest approaches to
narrative theory.
  a myth of devotion analysis: Pain Studies Lisa Olstein, 2020-03-04 “A fascinating, totally
seductive read!” —Eula Biss, author of Notes from No Man’s Land: American Essays and On
Immunity: An Inoculation “A book built of brain and nerve and blood and heart. . . . Irreverent and
astute. . . . Pain Studies will change how you think about living with a body.” —Elizabeth
McCracken, author of Thunderstruck and Bowlaway “A thrilling investigation into pain, language,
and Olstein’s own exile from what Woolf called ‘the army of the upright.’ On a search path through
art, science, poetry, and prime-time television, Olstein aims her knife-bright compassion at the very
thing we’re all running from. Pain Studies is a masterpiece.” —Leni Zumas, author of The Listeners
and Red Clocks In this extended lyric essay, a poet mines her lifelong experience with migraine to
deliver a marvelously idiosyncratic cultural history of pain—how we experience, express, treat, and
mistreat it. Her sources range from the trial of Joan of Arc to the essays of Virginia Woolf and Elaine
Scarry to Hugh Laurie’s portrayal of Gregory House on House M.D. As she engages with science,
philosophy, visual art, rock lyrics, and field notes from her own medical adventures (both
mainstream and alternative), she finds a way to express the often-indescribable experience of living
with pain. Eschewing simple epiphanies, Olstein instead gives us a new language to contemplate and
empathize with a fundamental aspect of the human condition. Lisa Olstein teaches at the University
of Texas at Austin and is the author of four poetry collections published by Copper Canyon Press.
Pain Studies is her first book of creative nonfiction.
  a myth of devotion analysis: Even Shorn Isabel Duarte-Gray, 2022-04-01 Even Shorn takes
its title from the Song of Solomon and that Book’s equation of pastoral feminine beauty with the
plenty of harvest. Isabel Duarte-Gray argues that material bounty no longer exists in the rural
spaces where she was raised. Duarte-Gray’s poetry mines local orature, family history, and folklore
for the music of Western Kentucky, creating the sparse line breaks and the harsh syntax of the
present. The poems describe quilt patterns with sinister shapes: “a snake’s tongue is a trigger
finger/Man’s tongue pleases no one.” Animals proliferate: “One cat became five/five became nine.
/Then a flood and ebb/as each moon brought its tide/below the trailer floor...” A grandfather plays
drunk, solitary Russian Roulette. A cousin lives in a closet. Duarte’s poetry is shocking, whip smart,
and truly unique.



  a myth of devotion analysis: The Triumph of Achilles Louise Glück, 1985 A collection by the
Pulitzer Prize winner considers reality, perception, aging, religion, friendship, love, myths, dreams,
partings, nature, grief, and hope.
  a myth of devotion analysis: Collected Poems of Jack Gilbert Jack Gilbert, 2014-09-02
Gathered in this volume readers will find more than fifty years of poems by the incomparable Jack
Gilbert, from his Yale Younger Poets prize-winning volume to glorious late poems, including a
section of previously uncollected work. There is no one quite like Jack Gilbert in postwar American
poetry. After garnering early acclaim with Views of Jeopardy (1962), he escaped to Europe and lived
apart from the literary establishment, honing his uniquely fierce, declarative style, with its
surprising abundance of feeling. He reappeared in our midst with Monolithos (1982) and then went
underground again until The Great Fires (1994), which was eventually followed by Refusing Heaven
(2005), a prizewinning volume of surpassing joy and sorrow, and the elegiac The Dance Most of All
(2009). Whether his subject is his boyhood in working-class Pittsburgh, the women he has loved
throughout his life, or the bittersweet losses we all face, Gilbert is by turns subtle and majestic: he
steals up on the odd moment of grace; he rises to crescendos of emotion. At every turn, he
illuminates the basic joys of everyday experience. Now, for the first time, we have all of Jack
Gilbert’s work in one essential volume: testament to a stunning career and to his place at the
forefront of poetic achievement in our time.
  a myth of devotion analysis: The Book of Hours Kevin Jackson, 2007-09-06 An literary
anthology of writing about time, organised by time of day.
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