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Abstract: This analysis examines the concept of "a mass society is one that" exhibits specific characteristics –
namely, the erosion of traditional social structures, heightened anonymity, and the rise of mass media and
technology influencing behavior and thought. We will critically assess the ongoing relevance of this concept,
exploring its impact on contemporary trends such as the rise of social media, political polarization, and the
spread of misinformation. The article argues that while the traditional definition of "a mass society is one
that" requires nuanced reconsideration in the face of digital technologies and globalization, its core tenets
remain relevant in understanding contemporary social dynamics.

1. Defining "A Mass Society Is One That..."

The concept of "a mass society is one that" has been a central theme in sociological discourse since the early
20th century. Early theorists, like Ferdinand T�nnies, contrasted the Gemeinschaft (community) with
Gesellschaft (society), arguing that industrialization and urbanization led to a decline in close-knit
communities, replacing them with impersonal, atomized social structures. "A mass society is one that" is
characterized by this atomization, where individuals feel increasingly detached from traditional social bonds
and institutions. This detachment fosters a sense of anonymity and isolation, making individuals more
susceptible to manipulation through mass media and propaganda. This is "a mass society is one that" lacks the
strong social networks and shared values that traditionally bound communities together.

2. The Role of Mass Media and Technology in Shaping "A Mass Society Is One
That..."

The rise of mass media – newspapers, radio, and later television – played a crucial role in shaping "a mass
society is one that." These mediums, capable of reaching vast audiences simultaneously, fostered a shared
cultural experience, but also raised concerns about homogenization and manipulation. The Frankfurt School,
with thinkers like Adorno and Horkheimer, criticized the "culture industry" for producing standardized, mass-
produced cultural products that served to pacify and control individuals. "A mass society is one that" is
increasingly susceptible to the influence of mass media and its potential for manipulating public opinion and
shaping perceptions of reality.



Today, the digital revolution has profoundly altered this landscape. "A mass society is one that" is now
defined, in part, by its pervasive use of social media and the internet. While these technologies offer
unprecedented opportunities for connection and communication, they also present new challenges. The spread of
misinformation, echo chambers, and filter bubbles contribute to social fragmentation and polarization, raising
concerns that "a mass society is one that" is even more vulnerable to manipulation and division than ever
before.

3. Individualism vs. Conformity in "A Mass Society Is One That..."

A paradox exists within the concept of "a mass society is one that." On the one hand, it describes a society
characterized by increasing individualism, where individuals are freed from traditional social constraints and
pursue their own self-interests. On the other hand, it also points to a tendency towards conformity, where
individuals are susceptible to social pressure and the influence of dominant ideologies. "A mass society is one
that" creates a tension between these two forces; the perceived freedom of individual choice often coexists
with a pressure to conform to dominant social norms and values, especially those promoted by mass media and
technology.

4. The Impact of Globalization on "A Mass Society Is One That..."

Globalization has further complicated the understanding of "a mass society is one that." The increasing
interconnectedness of nations and cultures has led to both the spread of common cultural forms and
heightened awareness of cultural differences. While this interconnectedness can foster a sense of global
community, it also raises concerns about the erosion of local cultures and traditions. "A mass society is one
that" can be viewed as increasingly homogenized, yet simultaneously characterized by heightened cultural
awareness and conflict.

5. Critical Assessment and Current Relevance

The concept of "a mass society is one that" requires a critical assessment in light of contemporary social
changes. While the original formulation emphasized the negative consequences of mass society, such as social
atomization and manipulation, it is important to acknowledge the potential benefits of mass communication and
technology in fostering social movements, promoting democratic participation, and facilitating global
exchange of ideas. "A mass society is one that" is not inherently good or bad; its impact depends on how these
technologies and structures are used and regulated.

6. Addressing the Challenges of "A Mass Society Is One That..."

To navigate the challenges posed by "a mass society is one that," we need strategies that promote critical
thinking, media literacy, and digital citizenship. Strengthening democratic institutions, fostering civil discourse,
and promoting diverse media ownership are crucial for countering the negative impacts of mass media and
technology. Promoting community engagement and strengthening local social networks can help mitigate the
effects of social atomization.

Conclusion

"A mass society is one that" presents a complex and multifaceted phenomenon that continues to shape our
social world. While the original theoretical formulations require updating in light of digital technologies and
globalization, the core concerns regarding social atomization, mass media influence, and the tension between
individualism and conformity remain highly relevant. Understanding these dynamics is crucial for addressing the
challenges of our time and building more equitable and resilient societies. Active participation in civic life,
critical engagement with information, and a commitment to fostering strong social bonds are essential for
mitigating the negative aspects of a mass society and harnessing its potential for positive social change.



FAQs

What are the key characteristics of a mass society? A mass society is one that is characterized by1.
social atomization, anonymity, a reliance on mass media for information and entertainment, a tendency
towards conformity, and a weakening of traditional social structures.

How does mass media contribute to the formation of a mass society? Mass media facilitates the spread1.
of standardized cultural products, influences public opinion, and can be used to manipulate individuals.

What is the relationship between individualism and conformity in a mass society? A mass society can1.
exhibit both increased individualism (pursuit of self-interest) and heightened conformity (adherence to
dominant social norms).

How has globalization impacted the concept of a mass society? Globalization has increased1.
interconnectedness, leading to both cultural homogenization and increased awareness of cultural
diversity.

Are there any positive aspects to a mass society? A mass society can facilitate the spread of1.
information, promote social movements, and enable global connections.

How can we mitigate the negative consequences of a mass society? Promoting media literacy, critical1.
thinking, and stronger community ties are crucial steps.

What role does technology play in shaping the modern mass society? Technology, particularly social1.
media, significantly contributes to the spread of information (both accurate and inaccurate), reinforcing
existing biases, and enabling unprecedented levels of social connection and interaction.

Is the concept of a mass society still relevant today? Yes, the core principles of social atomization,1.
mass media influence, and the tension between individualism and conformity remain pertinent to
understanding contemporary society.

How can we promote a more equitable and just mass society? Addressing issues of inequality, promoting1.
digital literacy, and strengthening democratic institutions are crucial steps.



Related Articles:

The Culture Industry: Enlightenment as Mass Deception (Adorno & Horkheimer): A seminal text exploring1.
the manipulative power of mass media in creating a homogenous culture.

The Lonely Crowd (David Riesman): Examines the shift from tradition-directed to other-directed1.
personalities in modern society.

Bowling Alone: The Collapse and Revival of American Community (Robert Putnam): Discusses the decline1.
of social capital and community engagement in contemporary society.

Manufacturing Consent: The Political Economy of the Mass Media (Chomsky & Herman): Analyzes how1.
media ownership influences news coverage and shapes public opinion.

Understanding Media: The Extensions of Man (Marshall McLuhan): Explores the impact of different media1.
technologies on human perception and social interaction.

Digital Sociology: Understanding the social implications of digital technologies: An overview of the1.
sociological study of the internet and its impact on social life.

The Power Elite (C. Wright Mills): Examines the concentration of power in the hands of a small elite in1.
modern society.

The Social Construction of Reality (Berger & Luckmann): Explores how our understanding of the world1.
is shaped by social interactions and cultural norms.

Public Opinion (Walter Lippmann): A classic work exploring the formation and manipulation of public1.
opinion in a mass society.

��a mass society is one that: The Mana of Mass Society William Mazzarella, 2017-10-24 We
often invoke the “magic” of mass media to describe seductive advertising or charismatic politicians.
In The Mana of Mass Society, William Mazzarella asks what happens to social theory if we take that



idea seriously. How would it change our understanding of publicity, propaganda, love, and power?
Mazzarella reconsiders the concept of “mana,” which served in early anthropology as a troubled
bridge between “primitive” ritual and the fascination of mass media. Thinking about mana,
Mazzarella shows, means rethinking some of our most fundamental questions: What powers
authority? What in us responds to it? Is the mana that animates an Aboriginal ritual the same as the
mana that energizes a revolutionary crowd, a consumer public, or an art encounter? At the
intersection of anthropology and critical theory, The Mana of Mass Society brings recent
conversations around affect, sovereignty, and emergence into creative contact with classic debates
on religion, charisma, ideology, and aesthetics.
  a mass society is one that: Small Town in Mass Society Arthur J. Vidich, Joseph Bensman,
1960
  a mass society is one that: Man Against Mass Society Gabriel Marcel, 1985
  a mass society is one that: One-Dimensional Man Herbert Marcuse, 2013-10-11 One of the
most important texts of modern times, Herbert Marcuse's analysis and image of a one-dimensional
man in a one-dimensional society has shaped many young radicals' way of seeing and experiencing
life. Published in 1964, it fast became an ideological bible for the emergent New Left. As Douglas
Kellner notes in his introduction, Marcuse's greatest work was a 'damning indictment of
contemporary Western societies, capitalist and communist.' Yet it also expressed the hopes of a
radical philosopher that human freedom and happiness could be greatly expanded beyond the
regimented thought and behaviour prevalent in established society. For those who held the reigns of
power Marcuse's call to arms threatened civilization to its very core. For many others however, it
represented a freedom hitherto unimaginable.
  a mass society is one that: Stateville James B. Jacobs, 2015-07-31 Stateville penitentiary in
Illinois has housed some of Chicago's most infamous criminals and was proclaimed to be the world's
toughest prison by Joseph Ragen, Stateville's powerful warden from 1936 to 1961. It shares with
Attica, San Quentin, and Jackson the notoriety of being one of the maximum security prisons that
has shaped the public's conception of imprisonment. In Stateville James B. Jacobs, a sociologist and
legal scholar, presents the first historical examination of a total prison organization—administrators,
guards, prisoners, and special interest groups. Jacobs applies Edward Shils's interpretation of the
dynamics of mass society in order to explain the dramatic events of the past quarter century that
have permanently altered Stateville's structure. With the extension of civil rights to previously
marginal groups such as racial minorities, the poor, and, ultimately, the incarcerated, prisons have
moved from society's periphery toward its center. Accordingly Stateville's control mechanisms
became less authoritarian and more legalistic and bureaucratic. As prisoners' rights increased, the
preogatives of the staff were sharply curtailed. By the early 1970s the administration proved
incapable of dealing with politicized gangs, proliferating interest groups, unionized guards, and
interventionist courts. In addition to extensive archival research, Jacobs spent many months freely
interacting with the prisoners, guards, and administrators at Stateville. His lucid presentation of
Stateville's troubled history will provide fascinating reading for a wide audience of concerned
readers. . . . [an] impressive study of a complex social system.—Isidore Silver, Library Journal
  a mass society is one that: The Time of the Tribes Michel Maffesoli, 1996-02-27 In this
exciting book Michel Maffesoli argues that the conventional approaches to understanding solidarity
and society are deeply flawed. He contends that mass culture has disintegrated and that today social
existence is conducted through fragmented tribal groupings, organized around the catchwords,
brand-names and sound-bites of consumer culture. The book provides a rich backcloth against which
to consider the rise of `identity politics' and the `proliferation of lifestyle cultures'.
  a mass society is one that: Society Of The Spectacle Guy Debord, 2012-10-01 The Das
Kapital of the 20th century,Society of the Spectacle is an essential text, and the main theoretical
work of the Situationists. Few works of political and cultural theory have been as enduringly
provocative. From its publication amid the social upheavals of the 1960's, in particular the May 1968
uprisings in France, up to the present day, with global capitalism seemingly staggering around in it’s



Zombie end-phase, the volatile theses of this book have decisively transformed debates on the shape
of modernity, capitalism, and everyday life in the late 20th century. This ‘Red and Black’ translation
from 1977 is Introduced by Notting Hill armchair insurrectionary Tom Vague with a galloping time
line and pop-situ verve, and given a more analytical over view by young upstart thinker Sam Cooper.
  a mass society is one that: Key Ideas in Sociology Peter Kivisto, 2010-05-13 Demonstrates the
evolution of ideas developed by theorists over time and links classical sociological theory to today’s
world Key Ideas in Sociology, Third Edition, is the only undergraduate text to link today’s issues to
the ideas and individuals of the era of classical sociological thought. Compact and affordable, this
book provides an overview of how sociological theories have helped sociologists understand modern
societies and human relations. It also describes the continual evolution of these theories in response
to social change. Providing students with the opportunity to read from primary texts, this valuable
supplement presents theories as interpretive tools, useful for understanding a multifaceted,
ever-shifting social world. Emphasis is given to the working world, to the roles and responsibilities of
citizenship, and to social relationships. A concluding chapter addresses globalization and its
challenges. Contributor to the SAGE Teaching Innovations and Professional Development Award
  a mass society is one that: Mass Media in a Mass Society Richard Hoggart, 2006-10-31 Takes
a number of aspects of mass society - celebrity worship, youth culture, broadcasting and a decline in
the proper use of language, and considers the paradox that the ready accessibility of information of
all types does not automatically lead to greater comprehension of our world.
  a mass society is one that: Grasping Things Simon J. Bronner, 2021-05-11 America stocks its
shelves with mass-produced goods but fills its imagination with handmade folk objects. In
Pennsylvania, the back to the city housing movement causes a conflict of cultures. In Indiana, an old
tradition of butchering turtles for church picnics evokes both pride and loathing among residents. In
New York, folk-art exhibits raise choruses of adoration and protest. These are a few of the examples
Simon Bronner uses to illustrate the ways Americans physically and mentally grasp things. Bronner
moves beyond the usual discussions of form and variety in America's folk material culture to explain
historical influences on, and the social consequences of, channeling folk culture into a mass society.
  a mass society is one that: Routledge International Handbook of Charisma José Pedro
Zúquete, 2020-11-29 The Routledge International Handbook of Charisma provides an unprecedented
multidimensional and multidisciplinary comparative analysis of the phenomenon of charisma – first
defined by Max Weber as the irrational bond between deified leader and submissive follower. It
includes broad overviews of foundational theories and experiences of charisma and of associated key
issues and themes. Contributors include 45 influential international scholars who approach the topic
from different disciplinary perspectives and utilize examples from an array of historical and cultural
settings. The Handbook presents up-to-date, concise, thought-provoking, innovative, and informative
perspectives on charisma as it has been expressed in the past and as it continues to be manifested in
the contemporary world by leaders ranging from shamans to presidents. It is designed to be
essential reading for all students, researchers, and general readers interested in achieving a
comprehensive understanding of the power and potential of charismatic authority in all its varieties,
subtleties, dynamics, and current and potential directions.
  a mass society is one that: Shaping Technology / Building Society Wiebe E. Bijker, John Law,
1994-09-29 Building on the influential book The Social Construction of Technological Systems, this
volume carries forward the project of creating a theory of technological development and
implementation that is strongly grounded in both sociology and history. Technology is everywhere,
yet a theory of technology and its social dimension remains to be fully developed. Building on the
influential book The Social Construction of Technological Systems, this volume carries forward the
project of creating a theory of technological development and implementation that is strongly
grounded in both sociology and history. The 12 essays address the central question of how
technologies become stabilized, how they attain a final form and use that is generally accepted. The
essays are tied together by a general introduction, part introductions, and a theoretical conclusion.
The first part of the book examines and criticizes the idea that technologies have common life cycles;



three case studies cover the history of a successful but never produced British jet fighter, the
manipulation of patents by a French R&D company to gain a market foothold, and the managed
development of high-intensity fluorescent lighting to serve the interests of electricity suppliers as
well as the producing company. The second part looks at broader interactions shaping technology
and its social context: the question of who was to define steel, the determination of what constitutes
radioactive waste and its proper disposal, and the social construction of motion pictures as
exemplified by Thomas Edison's successful development of the medium and its commercial failure.
The last part offers theoretical studies suggesting alternative approaches to sociotechnologies; two
studies argue for a strong sociotechnology in which artifact and social context are viewed as a single
seamless web, while the third looks at the ways in which a social program is a technology.
  a mass society is one that: The Enduring South John Shelton Reed, 1986 First published in
1972, The Enduring South challenges the conventional wisdom that economic development,
urbanization, and the end of racial segregation spelled the end of a distinctive Southern culture. In
this new edition, John Reed updates the public opinion data to the 1980s and reinforces the book's
original conclusions: Southerners are different and are likely to stay that way.
  a mass society is one that: The Myth of Mass Culture Alan Swingewood, 1977
  a mass society is one that: Encyclopedia of Violence, Peace, and Conflict , 2008-09-05 The 2nd
edition of Encyclopedia of Violence, Peace and Conflict provides timely and useful information about
antagonism and reconciliation in all contexts of public and personal life. Building on the
highly-regarded 1st edition (1999), and publishing at a time of seemingly inexorably increasing
conflict and violent behaviour the world over, the Encyclopedia is an essential reference for students
and scholars working in the field of peace and conflict resolution studies, and for those seeking to
explore alternatives to violence and share visions and strategies for social justice and social change.
Covering topics as diverse as Arms Control, Peace Movements, Child Abuse, Folklore, Terrorism and
Political Assassinations, the Encyclopedia comprehensively addresses an extensive information area
in 225 multi-disciplinary, cross-referenced and authoritatively authored articles. In his Preface to the
1st edition, Editor-in-Chief Lester Kurtz wrote: The problem of violence poses such a monumental
challenge at the end of the 20th century that it is surprising we have addressed it so inadequately.
We have not made much progress in learning how to cooperate with one another more effectively or
how to conduct our conflicts more peacefully. Instead, we have increased the lethality of our combat
through revolutions in weapons technology and military training. The Encyclopedia of Violence,
Peace, and Conflict is designed to help us to take stock of our knowledge concerning these crucial
phenomena. Ten years on, the need for an authoritative and cross-disciplinary approach to the great
issues of violence and peace seems greater than ever. More than 200 authoritative multidisciplinary
articles in a 3-volume set Many brand-new articles alongside revised and updated content from the
First Edition Article outline and glossary of key terms at the beginning of each article Entries
arranged alphabetically for easy access Articles written by more than 200 eminent contributors from
around the world
  a mass society is one that: The Organizational Weapon Philip Selznick, 2014-10-27 The
Organizational Weapon is a classic study of the methods, propaganda, and institutions which create
infiltration and eventually cooptation of organizations from within. The study applies its theory to
communist techniques but its analysis and insights have, over the years, become extremely useful in
perceiving and combating such methods in jihadist cells, terrorist organizations, and political groups
of many varieties, not only from the Left. The book's continuing relevance and utility have been
exemplified in how it has influenced, and been cited by, many current writers on how extremist and
politically astute groups recruit and infiltrate more benign organizations and make them tools of
further expansion of power and action. The book is also considered excellent social science and
history, analyzing an important moment in U.S. history when trade organizations, community
groups, and the like became affected by Soviet encroachment and Marxist influence. Its insights,
from one of the country's most recognized social scientists, have stood the test of time. The new
digital reprint edition from Quid Pro Books features an extensive and substantive 2014 Foreword by



Martin Krygier, a senior professor of law and social theory at the law school of the University of New
South Wales, in Australia, and adjunct professor at Australian National University.
  a mass society is one that: The End of Illusions Andreas Reckwitz, 2021-06-28 We live in a
time of great uncertainty about the future. Those heady days of the late twentieth century, when the
end of the Cold War seemed to be ushering in a new and more optimistic age, now seem like a
distant memory. During the last couple of decades, we’ve been battered by one crisis after another
and the idea that humanity is on a progressive path to a better future seems like an illusion. It is only
now that we can see clearly the real scope and structure of the profound shifts that Western
societies have undergone over the last 30 years. Classical industrial society has been transformed
into a late-modern society that is molded by polarization and paradoxes. The pervasive
singularization of the social, the orientation toward the unique and exceptional, generates
systematic asymmetries and disparities, and hence progress and unease go hand in hand. Reckwitz
examines this dual structure of singularization and polarization as it plays itself out in the different
sectors of our societies and, in so doing, he outlines the central structural features of the present:
the new class society, the characteristics of a postindustrial economy, the conflict about culture and
identity, the exhaustion of the self resulting from the imperative to seek authentic fulfillment, and
the political crisis of liberalism. Building on his path-breaking work The Society of Singularities, this
new book will be of great interest to students and scholars in sociology, politics, and the social
sciences generally, and to anyone concerned with the great social and political issues of our time.
  a mass society is one that: Critics Against Culture Richard Handler, 2005 A collection of
essays on the history of anthropology focused on Benedict, Boss, Sapir, and modernist thought. It
explores the roots of anthropology's involvement with the study of American society. They focus on
the critique of mass society and the history of the culture concept and examine Boasian
anthropologists as critics of mass society.
  a mass society is one that: Why Democracies Flounder and Fail Michael Haas, 2018-06-26
Democracy is in crisis because voices of the people are ignored due to a politics of mass society.
After demonstrating how the French Fourth Republic failed, wherein Singapore’s totalitarianism is a
dangerous model, Washington is enmeshed in gridlock, and there is a global democracy deficit,
solutions are offered to revitalize democracy as the best form of government. The book demonstrates
how mass society politics operates, with intermediate institutions of civil society (media, pressure
groups, political parties) no longer transmitting the will of the people to government but instead are
concerned with corporate interests and have developed oligarchical mindsets. Rather than
micro-remedy bandaids, the author focuses on the need to transform governing philosophies from
pragmatic to humanistic solutions.
  a mass society is one that: The Blackwell Encyclopedia of Sociology, 11 Volume Set
George Ritzer, 2007-01-23 Named a Best Reference Work for 2009 by Library Journal The Blackwell
Encyclopedia of Sociology is published in both print and online. Arranged across eleven volumes in
A-Z format, it is the definitive reference source for students, researchers, and academics in the field.
This ground-breaking project brings together specially commissioned entries written and edited by
an international team of the world's best scholars and teachers. It provides: “This is an example of a
reference book turned into an e-product intelligently and in a way that transcends the print.” –
Library Journal An essential reference for expert and newcomer alike, with entries ranging from
short definitions of key terms to extended explorations of major topics Provides clear, concise,
expert definitions and explanations of the key concepts Presents materials that have historically
defined the discipline, but also more recent developments, significantly updating the store of
sociological knowledge Introduces sociological theories and research that have developed outside of
the United States and Western Europe Offers sophisticated cross-referencing and search facilities
Features a timeline, lexicon by subject area, bibliography, and index 11 Volumes
www.sociologyencyclopedia.com Updating
  a mass society is one that: The SAGE International Encyclopedia of Mass Media and Society
Debra L. Merskin, 2019-11-12 The reference will discuss mass media around the world in their



varied forms—newspapers, magazines, radio, television, film, books, music, websites, and social
media—and will describe the role of each in both mirroring and shaping society.
  a mass society is one that: Culture and Anarchy Matthew Arnold, 2019-06-28 Culture and
Anarchy is a series of essays by Matthew Arnold. According to his view advanced in the book,
Culture is a study of perfection. His often quoted phrase [culture is] the best which has been thought
and said comes from the Preface to Culture and Anarchy: The whole scope of the essay is to
recommend culture as the great help out of our present difficulties; culture being a pursuit of our
total perfection by means of getting to know, on all the matters which most concern us, the best
which has been thought and said in the world, and, through this knowledge, turning a stream of
fresh and free thought upon our stock notions and habits, which we now follow staunchly but
mechanically, vainly imagining that there is a virtue in following them staunchly which makes up for
the mischief of following them mechanically. The book contains most of the terms - culture,
sweetness and light, Barbarian, Philistine, Hebraism, and many others - which are more associated
with Arnold's work influence.
  a mass society is one that: Trust in Modern Societies Barbara Misztal, 2013-06-07 This is
one of the first systematic discussions of the nature of trust as a means of social cohesion, discussing
the works of leading social theorists on the issue of social solidarity.
  a mass society is one that: The Phantom Public Walter Lippmann, 1925
  a mass society is one that: The Network Society Jan van Dijk, 2012-05-14 The Network
Society is now more than ever the essential guide to the past, consequences and future of digital
communication. Fully revised, this Third Edition covers crucial new issues and updates. This book
remains an accessible, comprehensive, must-read introduction to how new media function in
contemporary society.
  a mass society is one that: The Politics of Mass Society William Kornhauser, 2017-09-08 The
Politics of Mass Society explores the social conditions necessary for democracy and the
vulnerabilities of large scale society to totalitarian systems. Mass movements mobilize people who
are alienated from the social system, who do not believe in the legitimacy of the established order,
and who are therefore ready to engage in efforts to destroy. Contrary to the psychological approach
prevalent in European doctrines of mass movements, Kornhauser persuasively argues that social
order is the critical factor. The greatest number of people available to mass movements are located
in those segments of society that have the fewest ties to social order. The book draws on a wide
range of materials--from classical political theory contemporary sociological analysis, historical and
intuitional studies, public opinion surveys, and other published and unpublished data. Kornhauser
selected political phenomena in organizations, communities, classes, and whole societies. He
examined support for communism and fascism in a variety of countries in relation to rates of
urbanization and industrialization, employment, and suicide and homicide among other phenomena.
In his new introduction, Irving Louis Horowitz identifies Kornhauser's book as a seminal work of the
great tradition in political sociology in the mid-twentieth century. Kornhauser points out that
modern democratic systems possess a distinct vulnerability to mass movements. He spells out and
identifies factors that tend to increase or decrease this vulnerability--not least the health and
strength of elites. In this way, the book reveals new clues to the origins and nature of mass political
movements. The Politics of Mass Society remains the most complete analytical account of the
sociological approach to mass society in advanced industrial societies.
  a mass society is one that: The Conquest of Cool Thomas Frank, 1997 Looks at advertising
during the 1960s, focusing on the relationship between the counterculture movement and
commerce.
  a mass society is one that: International Encyclopedia of the Social & Behavioral Sciences
James D. Wright, 2015-03-26 Fully revised and updated, the second edition of the International
Encyclopedia of the Social and Behavioral Sciences, first published in 2001, offers a source of social
and behavioral sciences reference material that is broader and deeper than any other. Available in
both print and online editions, it comprises over 3,900 articles, commissioned by 71 Section Editors,



and includes 90,000 bibliographic references as well as comprehensive name and subject indexes.
Provides authoritative, foundational, interdisciplinary knowledge across the wide range of
behavioral and social sciences fields Discusses history, current trends and future directions Topics
are cross-referenced with related topics and each article highlights further reading
  a mass society is one that: Gabriel Tarde On Communication and Social Influence Gabriel
Tarde, 2010-10-15 Gabriel Tarde ranks as one of the most outstanding sociologists of
nineteenth-century France, though not as well known by English readers as his peers Comte and
Durkheim. This book makes available Tarde’s most important work and demonstrates his continuing
relevance to a new generation of students and thinkers. Tarde’s landmark research and empirical
analysis drew upon collective behavior, mass communications, and civic opinion as elements to be
explained within the context of broader social patterns. Unlike the mass society theorists that
followed in his wake, Tarde integrated his discussions of societal change at the macrosocietal and
individual levels, anticipating later twentieth-century thinkers who fused the studies of mass
communications and public opinion research. Terry N. Clark’s introduction, considered the premier
guide to Tarde’s opus, accompanies this important work, reprinted here for the first time in forty
years.
  a mass society is one that: The Saturated Society Pekka Sulkunen, 2009-03-18 How can
policy makers justify public intervention into private life? And why does this interference often
translate into contradictory or non-reflexive politics on lifestyles? This engaging title discusses the
social, cultural and policy consequences of these conditions as well as showing the effect of agency
and choice upon regulation. The book critically examines: - Neo-Liberal ideology and the free market
- The Sociology of Modernity - The New Consumer Society - Citizenship in Mass Society - The power
of Autonomy - The interaction of Regulation and Agency It provides a developed 'genealogical'
account of society, is enriched by original case-studies, and engages with a broad range of
traditional approaches and sources - including the work of Ulrich Beck, Anthony Giddens, Adam
Smith and Pierre Bourdieu. This well researched and thought-provoking work will be of interest to
students of social policy and sociology as well as policy-makers and field workers.
  a mass society is one that: Max Weber and the Modern Problem of Discipline Tony
Waters, 2018-09-15 Max Weber believed that discipline underpins modern rationalized society. For
Weber, modern discipline is the quality that gives a population the capacity to coordinate action
across vast expanses. But modern discipline also requires individuals to shape their very
psychobiological being to fit the larger socioeconomic system, be it a military unit, factory,
bureaucracy, or other unit of modern society. Max Weber and the Modern Problem of Discipline
explores how Weber developed his ideas using examples from Ancient Egypt to the modern world
and asks how his description of a habitus of discipline informs understanding of modernity not just
in Europe but in places that continue to befuddle well-educated and well-paid modern economists,
strategists, and politicians in places like the Democratic Republic of the Congo and
Myanmar/Burma. These are the areas that, as Weber would have said, are still governed by
traditional authority rather than the legal- disciplined habitus of rational authority brought by the
modernizing outsiders. This book challenges development economists, foreign service officers,
government officials, administrators, and development workers to rethink modern discipline and the
costs that modern legal-rational rule imposes on traditional societies. By doing so, this book goes
beyond standard prescriptions for good governance, free markets, and property rights, which
underpin modern development planning. To describe modern discipline, Tony Waters also draws on
more the contemporary work of Karl Polanyi, James Scott, Goran Hyden, Teodor Shanin, and James
Ferguson, among others. Each describes how and why independent peasantries ignored and even
resisted the blandishments and trinkets proffered by development bureaucracies to sell their
traditional rights in the modern marketplace. Waters agrees with them about farmer resilience, but
he takes the argument a step further by pointing out that Weber was proposing a general theory of a
disciplined modernity, not one focused on just a particular society.
  a mass society is one that: The McDonaldization of Society George Ritzer, 2018-01-12 The



author is a proud sponsor of the 2020 SAGE Keith Roberts Teaching Innovations Award—enabling
graduate students and early career faculty to attend the annual ASA pre-conference teaching and
learning workshop. The book that made McDonaldization part of the lexicon of contemporary
sociological theory, read by hundreds of thousands of students, is now in its Ninth Edition! George
Ritzer′s seminal work of critical sociology, The McDonaldization of Society, continues to stand as one
of the pillars of modern day sociological thought. Building on the argument that the fast food
restaurant has become the model for the rationalization process today, this book links theory to
contemporary life in a globalized world and resonates with students in a way that few other books
do. Ritzer opens students’ eyes to many current issues and shows how McDonaldization’s principles
apply to other settings, especially in the areas of consumption and globalization. This new edition
has been significantly reoriented to reflect our experience of McDonaldization in the world of online
consumption. New to this Edition Examines how retailers like Amazon represent a new era of
datafication, the transformation of vast amounts of information into quantifiable data. Discusses how
the digital world has almost unlimited potential to turn consumers into prosumers doing volunteer
work formerly done by paid employees. This edition is more streamlined than previous editions to
sharpen its argument and message, and make it more useable as a secondary reading in a wide
range of courses
  a mass society is one that: Bread and Circuses Patrick Brantlinger, 2016-11-01 Lively and well
written, Bread and Circuses analyzes theories that have treated mass culture as either a symptom or
a cause of social decadence. Discussing many of the most influential and representative theories of
mass culture, it ranges widely from Greek and Roman origins, through Marx, Nietzsche, Freud,
Ortega y Gasset, T. S. Eliot, and the theorists of the Frankfurt Institute, down to Marshall McLuhan
and Daniel Bell, Brantlinger considers the many versions of negative classicism and shows how the
belief in the historical inevitability of social decay—a belief today perpetuated by the mass media
themselves—has become the dominant view of mass culture in our time. While not defending mass
culture in its present form, Brantlinger argues that the view of culture implicit in negative classicism
obscures the question of how the media can best be used to help achieve freedom and enlightenment
on a truly democratic basis.
  a mass society is one that: Futures of the Study of Culture Doris Bachmann-Medick, Jens
Kugele, Ansgar Nünning, 2020-08-10 Die Reihe widmet sich zentralen neueren Konzepten und
Methoden im Feld der kulturwissenschaftlichen Grundlagenforschung und inhaltlichen
Fragestellungen. Sie zielt darauf, die gegenwärtige Diskussion in den Kulturwissenschaften weiter
zu profilieren und sie zugleich für die Arbeit in den Disziplinen fruchtbar zu machen: durch die
Ausarbeitung interdisziplinärer Schlüsselkonzepte und die Entwicklung einer transkulturellen study
of culture. Die Bände gehen überwiegend aus den Literatur-, Geschichts- und Kulturwissenschaften
hervor, aber auch aus der Politikwissenschaft, der Soziologie und den Medienwissenschaften.
  a mass society is one that: The Fourth Industrial Revolution Klaus Schwab, 2017-01-03
World-renowned economist Klaus Schwab, Founder and Executive Chairman of the World Economic
Forum, explains that we have an opportunity to shape the fourth industrial revolution, which will
fundamentally alter how we live and work. Schwab argues that this revolution is different in scale,
scope and complexity from any that have come before. Characterized by a range of new technologies
that are fusing the physical, digital and biological worlds, the developments are affecting all
disciplines, economies, industries and governments, and even challenging ideas about what it means
to be human. Artificial intelligence is already all around us, from supercomputers, drones and virtual
assistants to 3D printing, DNA sequencing, smart thermostats, wearable sensors and microchips
smaller than a grain of sand. But this is just the beginning: nanomaterials 200 times stronger than
steel and a million times thinner than a strand of hair and the first transplant of a 3D printed liver
are already in development. Imagine “smart factories” in which global systems of manufacturing are
coordinated virtually, or implantable mobile phones made of biosynthetic materials. The fourth
industrial revolution, says Schwab, is more significant, and its ramifications more profound, than in
any prior period of human history. He outlines the key technologies driving this revolution and



discusses the major impacts expected on government, business, civil society and individuals. Schwab
also offers bold ideas on how to harness these changes and shape a better future—one in which
technology empowers people rather than replaces them; progress serves society rather than
disrupts it; and in which innovators respect moral and ethical boundaries rather than cross them.
We all have the opportunity to contribute to developing new frameworks that advance progress.
  a mass society is one that: McQuail's Mass Communication Theory Denis McQuail,
2005-05-20 This fully revised and updated edition provides a comprehensive, non-technical
introduction to the range of approaches to understanding mass communication.
  a mass society is one that: U.S. History P. Scott Corbett, Volker Janssen, John M. Lund, Todd
Pfannestiel, Sylvie Waskiewicz, Paul Vickery, 2024-09-10 U.S. History is designed to meet the scope
and sequence requirements of most introductory courses. The text provides a balanced approach to
U.S. history, considering the people, events, and ideas that have shaped the United States from both
the top down (politics, economics, diplomacy) and bottom up (eyewitness accounts, lived
experience). U.S. History covers key forces that form the American experience, with particular
attention to issues of race, class, and gender.
  a mass society is one that: The Culture Industry Theodor W Adorno, 2020-07-24 The creation
of the Frankfurt School of critical theory in the 1920s saw the birth of some of the most exciting and
challenging writings of the twentieth century. It is out of this background that the great critic
Theodor Adorno emerged. His finest essays are collected here, offering the reader unparalleled
insights into Adorno's thoughts on culture. He argued that the culture industry commodified and
standardized all art. In turn this suffocated individuality and destroyed critical thinking. At the time,
Adorno was accused of everything from overreaction to deranged hysteria by his many detractors. In
today's world, where even the least cynical of consumers is aware of the influence of the media,
Adorno's work takes on a more immediate significance. The Culture Industry is an unrivalled
indictment of the banality of mass culture.
  a mass society is one that: Mass Society and Its Culture, and Three Essays concerning Etienne
Gilson on Bergson, Christian Philosophy, and Art Etienne Gilson, Henri Gouhier, 2023-01-24 A
medievalist and defender of the notion of Christian philosophy, Étienne Gilson had a lifelong interest
in the philosophy of art. He questioned whether what is reproduced as art in contemporary society is
art at all. This is not a simple issue. A cheap version of a novel is still a novel. A picture of a statue is
not a statue, nor indeed is a photograph of a painting a painting. Recorded music has particular
complications. The organizer of an industrial assembly line is neither an artist nor an artisan. Yet,
thanks to such mass production, a much broader population has knowledge of artworks than would
otherwise be possible. Religions must minister to mass societies and provide appropriate liturgies.
But in the process, there is a danger of misrepresenting complex religious teachings. At the end of
his own life, Henri Gouhier, Gilson’s first doctoral student, prepared three essays on Gilson. The
first, on Bergson, gives a sense of Gilson’s formation in early twentieth-century French philosophy.
The second reconstructs the development of the notion of Christian philosophy and the heated
controversy it provoked. Finally, Gouhier presents Gilson’s general philosophy of art and gives a
helpful framework to Gilson’s comments on art in a mass society.
  a mass society is one that: Time and Social Theory Barbara Adam, 2013-03-01 Time is at the
forefront of contemporary scholarly inquiry across the natural sciences and the humanities. Yet the
social sciences have remained substantially isolated from time-related concerns. This book argues
that time should be a key part of social theory and focuses concern upon issues which have emerged
as central to an understanding of today's social world. Through her analysis of time Barbara Adam
shows that our contemporary social theories are firmly embedded in Newtonian science and
classical dualistic philosophy. She exposes these classical frameworks of thought as inadequate to
the task of conceptualizing our contemporary world of standardized time, computers, nuclear power
and global telecommunications.
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