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Keyword: The very notion of "a manual for creating atheists" is itself
contentious. This article critically examines the idea, exploring various
perspectives and the inherent complexities involved in fostering a non-belief
system.

Introduction:

The phrase "a manual for creating atheists" immediately provokes strong
reactions. Some might view it as a call to indoctrination, while others see
it as a legitimate exploration of secular reasoning and critical thinking.
There is no single, universally accepted "manual," but this article dissects
the components that might constitute such a hypothetical guide, exploring the
philosophical, psychological, and sociological factors involved. We will
examine arguments for and against such a manual, acknowledging the ethical
considerations and potential pitfalls. Analyzing the very idea of "a manual
for creating atheists" allows us to unpack the nuances of belief, disbelief,
and the complex relationship between individual autonomy and societal
influence.

Part 1: Deconstructing Belief: What a Manual Might Contain

A hypothetical "a manual for creating atheists" would not aim to force
disbelief, but rather to equip individuals with the tools to critically
examine religious beliefs. This might include:

H1: Critical Thinking Skills: A crucial component would be fostering critical
thinking skills. This involves teaching logical reasoning, argument analysis,
evaluating evidence, identifying biases, and understanding fallacies. The
manual would emphasize questioning claims, demanding evidence, and
recognizing the difference between correlation and causation. This section
would focus on methods of analyzing religious texts, understanding historical
contexts, and assessing the credibility of religious claims.

H2: Scientific Literacy: Understanding the scientific method and its
successes in explaining the natural world is essential. The manual would



highlight the compatibility of atheism with scientific understanding,
demonstrating how scientific explanations often supersede supernatural ones.
It would emphasize the importance of empirical evidence and the limitations
of faith-based reasoning.

H3: Philosophical Inquiry: Examining philosophical arguments for and against
the existence of God would be crucial. This includes exploring the problem of
evil, the cosmological argument, the ontological argument, and the
teleological argument. The manual would equip readers to analyze these
arguments critically, understand their limitations, and construct counter-
arguments. This would require an understanding of epistemology (the study of
knowledge) and metaphysics (the study of reality).

H4: Historical and Social Context of Religion: The manual would explore the
historical and social contexts in which religions have emerged and evolved,
demonstrating their human origins and cultural influences. Understanding the
power dynamics, social control mechanisms, and psychological factors
associated with religious belief is vital for a comprehensive understanding.
This would involve analyzing the historical evolution of religious ideas, the
impact of political and social forces, and the role of religious
institutions.

Part 2: The Ethical Considerations of "A Manual for Creating Atheists"

The very notion of a "a manual for creating atheists" raises significant
ethical concerns.

H1: The Potential for Indoctrination: Critics argue that such a manual could
become a tool for indoctrination, mirroring the very practices it seeks to
oppose. The line between critical inquiry and forceful persuasion can be
blurry. A key ethical principle would be to respect individual autonomy and
avoid coercion.

H2: Respect for Religious Belief: A responsible approach would necessitate
respecting the right of individuals to hold religious beliefs, even if those
beliefs are critically examined. The manual should advocate for open dialogue
and respectful debate, rather than promoting hostility or intolerance.

H3: Avoiding Elitism and Superiority: It's crucial to avoid creating a sense
of intellectual or moral superiority among atheists. Humility, empathy, and
recognition of the diverse perspectives on the question of belief are vital.

Part 3: The Psychological and Sociological Aspects

"A manual for creating atheists" would need to consider the psychological and
sociological factors influencing belief.

H1: Psychological Well-being: Addressing common anxieties associated with
atheism — fear of death, existential angst, social isolation — is crucial.



The manual should highlight the resources and support networks available to
atheists.

H2: Social Dynamics and Community: Atheism often involves navigating social
contexts where religious beliefs are prevalent. The manual should address the
challenges of social integration, interfaith dialogue, and fostering a sense
of community amongst atheists.

Publisher: The hypothetical publisher of "a manual for creating atheists"
might be a reputable academic press like Oxford University Press or a leading
secular publisher like Prometheus Books, both known for publishing works
related to atheism, philosophy, and critical thinking.

Editor: The editor could be a respected figure in the field of secular
humanism or philosophy of religion, someone like Dr. Rebecca Goldstein, known
for her work on philosophy and science.

Summary:

The concept of "a manual for creating atheists" is complex and raises ethical
considerations. This hypothetical manual wouldn't aim to force disbelief but
rather to empower individuals with critical thinking skills, scientific
literacy, philosophical understanding, and historical context to examine
religious beliefs objectively. However, it must maintain ethical standards,
respect individual autonomy, and avoid indoctrination. The manual should also
acknowledge psychological and social factors impacting belief and disbelief.

Conclusion:

While a literal "a manual for creating atheists" may be problematic, the
underlying goal of fostering critical thinking and empowering individuals to
question beliefs is valuable. The focus should be on promoting reasoned
inquiry, intellectual honesty, and respectful dialogue rather than imposing a
particular worldview. The path to atheism, or any belief system, should be
one of personal exploration and intellectual freedom.

FAQs:

1. Isn't creating atheists unethical? The aim isn't forced conversion, but
fostering critical thinking and independent inquiry, respecting
individual autonomy.

2. What about children? Should they be exposed to this type of thinking?
Parents have a right to guide their children’s education, but open
discussion and critical thinking should be encouraged at an age-
appropriate level.



3. Doesn't atheism lead to moral relativism? Atheism doesn't inherently
imply a lack of morality. Secular ethics provides alternative moral
frameworks.

4. What about the comfort and community offered by religion? Secular
communities and support networks offer alternatives to religious
communities.

5. Isn't atheism just a negative belief system? Atheism is the absence of
belief in deities, but it's often associated with positive values like
reason, empathy, and social justice.

6. Could such a manual backfire and reinforce religious beliefs? It's
possible, highlighting the need for sensitive and well-constructed
arguments.

7. What is the role of emotion in belief? Emotions are significant, but
they shouldn't supersede reason and evidence in forming beliefs.

8. How can such a manual be made accessible to a wide audience? Using
clear, accessible language and focusing on engaging examples are
crucial.

9. Is this manual advocating for the suppression of religion? Absolutely

not. It promotes critical inquiry and respectful discussion of diverse
viewpoints.
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a manual for creating atheists: A Manual for Creating Atheists Peter Boghossian,
2014-07-01 For thousands of years, the faithful have honed proselytizing strategies and talked
people into believing the truth of one holy book or another. Indeed, the faithful often view converting
others as an obligation of their faith—and are trained from an early age to spread their unique brand
of religion. The result is a world broken in large part by unquestioned faith. As an urgently needed
counter to this tried-and-true tradition of religious evangelism, A Manual for Creating Atheists offers
the first-ever guide not for talking people into faith—but for talking them out of it. Peter Boghossian
draws on the tools he has developed and used for more than 20 years as a philosopher and educator
to teach how to engage the faithful in conversations that will help them value reason and rationality,
cast doubt on their religious beliefs, mistrust their faith, abandon superstition and irrationality, and
ultimately embrace reason.

a manual for creating atheists: Answering Atheism Trent Horn, 2013-09-01 Today's New
Atheists don't just deny God's existence (as the old atheists did) - they consider it their duty to scorn
and ridicule religious belief. We don't need new answers for this aggressive modern strain of
unbelief: We need a new approach. In Answering Atheism, Trent Horn responds with a fresh and
useful resource for the God debate, based on reason, common sense, and more importantly, a
charitable approach that respects atheists' sincerity and good will, making this book suitable not just
for believers but for skeptics and seekers too. Meticulously researched, and street-tested in Horn's
work as a pro-God apologist, it tackles all the major issues of the debate, including: -Reconciling
human evil and suffering with the existence of a loving, all-powerful God -Whether the empirical
sciences have eliminated the need for God, or in fact point to him -How atheists usually deny moral
laws (and thus a moral lawgiver) in theory

a manual for creating atheists: Against All Gods Phillip E. Johnson, John Mark Reynolds,
2010-02-25 In this book Phillip E. Johnson and John Mark Reynolds welcome the debate the New
Atheists are stirring up and castigates our universities for squashing public debate about the place
of faith in all knowing in the name of a false science. They argue for the reasonableness of Christian
claims to take a place at the table of public debate and evaluate the strengths of arguments for
atheism or naturalism. Ultimately they encourage us to ask the right questions and follow the
evidence where it leads.

a manual for creating atheists: Religion for Atheists Alain De Botton, 2012-03-06 From the
author of The Architecture of Happiness, a deeply moving meditation on how we can still benefit,
without believing, from the wisdom, the beauty, and the consolatory power that religion has to offer.
Alain de Botton was brought up in a committedly atheistic household, and though he was powerfully
swayed by his parents' views, he underwent, in his mid-twenties, a crisis of faithlessness. His
feelings of doubt about atheism had their origins in listening to Bach's cantatas, were further
developed in the presence of certain Bellini Madonnas, and became overwhelming with an
introduction to Zen architecture. However, it was not until his father's death -- buried under a



Hebrew headstone in a Jewish cemetery because he had intriguingly omitted to make more secular
arrangements -- that Alain began to face the full degree of his ambivalence regarding the views of
religion that he had dutifully accepted. Why are we presented with the curious choice between
either committing to peculiar concepts about immaterial deities or letting go entirely of a host of
consoling, subtle and effective rituals and practices for which there is no equivalent in secular
society? Why do we bristle at the mention of the word morality? Flee from the idea that art should be
uplifting, or have an ethical purpose? Why don't we build temples? What mechanisms do we have for
expressing gratitude? The challenge that de Botton addresses in his book: how to separate ideas and
practices from the religious institutions that have laid claim to them. In Religion for Atheists is an
argument to free our soul-related needs from the particular influence of religions, even if it is,
paradoxically, the study of religion that will allow us to rediscover and rearticulate those needs.

a manual for creating atheists: How to Have Impossible Conversations Peter Boghossian,
James Lindsay, 2019-09-17 From politics and religion to workplace negotiations, ace the high-stakes
conversations in your life with this indispensable guide from a persuasion expert. In our current
political climate, it seems impossible to have a reasonable conversation with anyone who has a
different opinion. Whether you're online, in a classroom, an office, a town hall—or just hoping to get
through a family dinner with a stubborn relative—dialogue shuts down when perspectives clash.
Heated debates often lead to insults and shaming, blocking any possibility of productive discourse.
Everyone seems to be on a hair trigger. In How to Have Impossible Conversations, Peter Boghossian
and James Lindsay guide you through the straightforward, practical, conversational techniques
necessary for every successful conversation—whether the issue is climate change, religious faith,
gender identity, race, poverty, immigration, or gun control. Boghossian and Lindsay teach the subtle
art of instilling doubts and opening minds. They cover everything from learning the fundamentals for
good conversations to achieving expert-level techniques to deal with hardliners and extremists. This
book is the manual everyone needs to foster a climate of civility, connection, and empathy. This is a
self-help book on how to argue effectively, conciliate, and gently persuade. The authors admit to
getting it wrong in their own past conversations. One by one, I recognize the same mistakes in me.
The world would be a better place if everyone read this book. —Richard Dawkins, author of Science
in the Soul and Outgrowing God

a manual for creating atheists: Everybody Is Wrong About God James A. Lindsay, Peter
Boghossian, 2015-12-01 A call to action to address people's psychological and social motives for a
belief in God, rather than debate the existence of God With every argument for theism long since
discredited, the result is that atheism has become little more than the noises reasonable people
make in the presence of unjustified religious beliefs. Thus, engaging in interminable debate with
religious believers about the existence of God has become exactly the wrong way for nonbelievers to
try to deal with misguided—and often dangerous—belief in a higher power. The key, author James
Lindsay argues, is to stop that particular conversation. He demonstrates that whenever people say
they believe in God, they are really telling us that they have certain psychological and social needs
that they do not know how to meet. Lindsay then provides more productive avenues of discussion
and action. Once nonbelievers understand this simple point, and drop the very label of atheist, will
they be able to change the way we all think about, talk about, and act upon the troublesome notion
called God.

a manual for creating atheists: The Fallacy of Fine-Tuning Victor J. Stenger, 2011-04-15 A
number of authors have noted that if some physical parameters were slightly changed, the universe
could no longer support life, as we know it. This implies that life depends sensitively on the physics
of our universe. Does this fine-tuning of the universe suggest that a creator god intentionally
calibrated the initial conditions of the universe such that life on earth and the evolution of humanity
would eventually emerge? In his in-depth and highly accessible discussion of this fascinating and
controversial topic, the author looks at the evidence and comes to the opposite conclusion. He finds
that the observations of science and our naked senses not only show no evidence for God, they
provide evidence beyond a reasonable doubt that God does not exist.



a manual for creating atheists: The Atheist's Bible Georges Minois, 2022-09-16 A
comprehensive biography of the Treatise of the Three Impostors, a controversial nonexistent
medieval book. Like a lot of good stories, this one begins with a rumor: in 1239, Pope Gregory IX
accused Frederick II, the Holy Roman Emperor, of heresy. Without disclosing evidence of any kind,
Gregory announced that Frederick had written a supremely blasphemous book—De tribus
impostoribus, or the Treatise of the Three Impostors—in which Frederick denounced Moses, Jesus,
and Muhammad as impostors. Of course, Frederick denied the charge, and over the following
centuries the story played out across Europe, with libertines, freethinkers, and other “strong minds”
seeking a copy of the scandalous text. The fascination persisted until finally, in the eighteenth
century, someone brought the purported work into actual existence—in not one but two versions,
Latin and French. Although historians have debated the origins and influences of this nonexistent
book, there has not been a comprehensive biography of the Treatise of the Three Impostors. In The
Atheist’s Bible, the eminent historian Georges Minois tracks the course of the book from its origins
in 1239 to its most salient episodes in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, introducing readers
to the colorful individuals obsessed with possessing the legendary work—and the equally obsessive
passion of those who wanted to punish people who sought it. Minois’s compelling account sheds
much-needed light on the power of atheism, the threat of blasphemy, and the persistence of free
thought during a time when the outspoken risked being burned at the stake.

a manual for creating atheists: How to Defend the Christian Faith John W. Loftus, Peter
Boghossian, 2015-11-01 The first book on Christian apologetics written by a leading atheist figure
that teaches Christians the best and worst arguments for defending their faith against attack The
Christian faith has been vigorously defended with a variety of philosophical, historical, and
theological arguments, but many of the arguments that worked in an earlier age no longer resonate
in today's educated West. Where has apologetics gone wrong? What is the best response to the
growing challenge presented by scientific discovery and naturalistic thought? Unlike every work on
Christian apologetics that has come before, How to Defend the Christian Faith is the first one
written by an atheist for Christians. As a former Christian defender who is now a leading atheist
thinker, John Loftus answers these questions and more. He shows readers why Christian apologists
have failed to reach the intelligent nonbeliever and offers practical advice for Christians, whether
they want to better defend their faith against atheist arguments, or actively convert more individuals
to Christianity.

a manual for creating atheists: The Outsider Test for Faith John W. Loftus, 2013 John W.
Loftus is the author of Why I Became an Atheist and the editor of The Christian Delusion: Why Faith
Fails and The End of Christianity. He also cowrote the book God or Godless (with Dr. Randal
Rauser). In addition, he maintains a blog at http://debunkingchristianity.blogspot.com. Book jacket.

a manual for creating atheists: Life Driven Purpose Dan Barker, 2015-04-01 Every thinking
person wants to lead a life of meaning and purpose. For thousands of years, holy books have told us
that such a life is available only through obedience and submission to some higher power. Today, the
faithful keep popular devotionals and tracts within easy reach on bedside tables and mobile devices,
all communicating this common message: Life is meaningless without God. In this volume, former
pastor Dan Barker eloquently, powerfully, and rationally upends this long-held belief. Offering words
of enrichment, emancipation, and inspiration, he reminds us how millions of atheists lead happy,
loving, moral, and purpose-filled lives. Practicing what he preaches, he also demonstrates through
his own personal journey that life is valuable for its own sake—that meaning and purpose come not
from above, but from within.

a manual for creating atheists: Salvation by Allegiance Alone Matthew W. Bates,
2017-03-14 We are saved by faith when we trust that Jesus died for our sins. This is the gospel, or so
we are taught. But what is faith? And does this accurately summarize the gospel? Because faith is
frequently misunderstood and the climax of the gospel misidentified, the gospel's full power remains
untapped. While offering a fresh proposal for what faith means within a biblical theology of
salvation, Matthew Bates presses the church toward a new precision: we are saved solely by



allegiance to Jesus the king. Instead of faith alone, Christians must speak about salvation by
allegiance alone. The book includes discussion questions for students, pastors, and church groups
and a foreword by Scot McKnight.

a manual for creating atheists: The Atheist Handbook to the Old Testament Joshua Aaron
Bowen, 2021-05-24 The Old Testament is a fierce battleground for atheists and Christian apologists,
with each side accusing the other of taking challenging and troubling passages out of context. In this
handbook, Joshua Bowen not only provides the background to the Old Testament and the ancient
Near East, but engages with hotly contested topics like slavery, failed prophecy, and the authorship
of debated Old Testament books. This book provides: -clear and straightforward explanations to
complex topics -direct engagement with hot-button Old Testament issues -specific arguments to help
you in a debate or discussion. Whether you are looking to debate problematic Old Testament issues
on social media or have a relaxed, meaningful discussion with a family member over coffee, The
Atheist Handbook to the Old Testament is an indispensable resource for you.

a manual for creating atheists: How to Be an Atheist (Foreword by J. P. Moreland) Mitch
Stokes, 2016-02-12 Atheists love to challenge the beliefs of Christians, emphasizing the importance
of skepticism for all truly “free-thinking people. However, more often than not, atheists actually
aren’t skeptical enough. In this book, philosopher Mitch Stokes demonstrates that atheists’
confidence in the supposed God-killing “facts” of science, math, and their own reason all too often
lulls them into a mind-set that leaves their own worldview largely unquestioned. Making the case for
a more complete skepticism that questions the assumptions of Christians and non-Christians, this
book winsomely shows how Christianity offers the best explanation for the world, humanity, and
morality.

a manual for creating atheists: Why I Still Believe Mary Jo Sharp, 2019-11-05 For anyone
who feels caught in the tension between the beauty of God's story and the ugliness of human
hypocrisy, Why I Still Believe offers a stirring story of hope. Why would anyone be a Christian when
there is so much hypocrisy in the church? Mary Jo Sharp shares her journey as a skeptical believer
who still holds to a beautiful faith despite wounding experiences in the Christian community. At a
time when de-conversion stories have become all too common, this is an earnest response - the
compelling conversion of an unlikely believer whose questions ultimately led her to irresistible hope.
Sharp addresses her own struggle with the reality that God's people repeatedly give God's story a
bad name and takes a careful look at how the current church often inadvertently produces atheists
despite its life-giving message. For those who feel the ever-present tension between the beauty of
salvation and the dark side of human nature, Why I Still Believe is a candid and approachable case
for believing in God when you really want to walk away. With fresh and thoughtful insights, this
spiritual narrative presents relevant answers to haunting questions like: Isn't there too much pain
and suffering to believe? Is it okay to have doubt? What if Jesus' story is a copy of another story? Is
there any evidence for Jesus' resurrection? Does atheism explain the human experience better than
Christianity can? How can the truth of Christianity matter when the behaviors of Christians are
reprehensible? At once logical and loving, Sharp reframes the gospel as it truly is: the good news of
redemption. With firmly grounded truths, Why I Still Believe is an affirming reminder that the
hypocrisy of Christians can never negate the transforming grace and truth of Christ.

a manual for creating atheists: Godless for God's Sake - Nontheism in Contemporary
Quakerism David Boulton, 2006-02-01 27 Quakers from 13 Yearly Meetings in four countries tell
how they combine committed membership of the Religious Society of Friends with rejection of
traditional belief in a transcendent, personal and supernatural God. For some of these 'nontheist'
Friends, God is no more (but no less) than a symbol of the wholly human values of 'mercy, pity,
peace and love'. For others, the idea of God and 'God-language' has become an archaism and a
stumbling-block. Readers who seek a faith or world-view free of supernaturalism, whether they are
Friends, members of other traditions or drop-outs from old-time religion, will find themselves in the
company of a varied group whose search for an authentic 21st century understanding of religion and
spirituality has led them to declare themselves 'Godless - for God's Sake'.



a manual for creating atheists: The Good Book A. C. Grayling, 2011-04-05 Few, if any,
thinkers and writers today would have the imagination, the breadth of knowledge, the literary skill,
and-yes-the audacity to conceive of a powerful, secular alternative to the Bible. But that is exactly
what A.C. Grayling has done by creating a non-religious Bible, drawn from the wealth of secular
literature and philosophy in both Western and Eastern traditions, using the same techniques of
editing, redaction, and adaptation that produced the holy books of the Judaeo-Christian and Islamic
religions. The Good Book consciously takes its design and presentation from the Bible, in its beauty
of language and arrangement into short chapters and verses for ease of reading and quotability,
offering to the non-religious seeker all the wisdom, insight, solace, inspiration, and perspective of
secular humanist traditions that are older, far richer and more various than Christianity. Organized
in 12 main sections----Genesis, Histories, Widsom, The Sages, Parables, Consolations, Lamentations,
Proverbs, Songs, Epistles, Acts, and the Good----The Good Book opens with meditations on the origin
and progress of the world and human life in it, then devotes attention to the question of how life
should be lived, how we relate to one another, and how vicissitudes are to be faced and joys
appreciated. Incorporating the writing of Herodotus and Lucretius, Confucius and Mencius, Seneca
and Cicero, Montaigne, Bacon, and so many others, The Good Book will fulfill its audacious purpose
in every way.

a manual for creating atheists: The Philosophy Book Gregory Bassham, 2019-02-01 An
accessible, engaging, and fully illustrated guide to the most profound and influential ideas in the
history of philosophy. Philosophy explores the deepest, most fundamental questions of life. This
guide presents 250 of the most important theories, events, and seminal publications in the field over
the last 3,500 years. The concise yet informative entries cover a range of topics and cultures, from
the Hindu Vedas and Plato’s theory of forms to Ockham’s Razor, Pascal’s Wager, Hume’s A Treatise
of Human Nature, existentialism, feminism, Philosophical Zombies, and the Triple Theory of Ethics.
Beautifully illustrated and filled with unexpected insights, The Philosophy Book is a treasure trove of
the world’s wisdom.

a manual for creating atheists: Sense and Goodness Without God Richard Carrier,
2005-02-23 If God does not exist, then what does? Is there good and evil, and should we care? How
do we know what'’s true anyway? And can we make any sense of this universe, or our own lives?
Sense and Goodness answers all these questions in lavish detail, without complex jargon. A complete
worldview is presented and defended, covering every subject from knowledge to art, from
metaphysics to morality, from theology to politics. Topics include free will, the nature of the
universe, the meaning of life, and much more, arguing from scientific evidence that there is only a
physical, natural world without gods or spirits, but that we can still live a life of love, meaning, and
joy.

a manual for creating atheists: Women Beyond Belief Karen L. Garst, 2016-10-01 Women
have made great strides toward equal rights over the past hundred years, especially in the West. But
when considering the ongoing fight over reproductive rights and equal pay—and the prevalence of
sexual violence and domestic abuse—it is clear that a significant gap still exists. With scripture often
cited as justification for the marginalization of women, it is time to acknowledge that one of the final
barriers to full equality for women is religion. Much has been written about the great strides
humankind has made in knocking down many long-held religious beliefs, whether related to the age
of the earth or the origin of the species. But religion's negative impact on women has been less
studied and discussed. This book is a step toward changing that. Twenty-two women from a variety
of backgrounds and Judeo-Christian traditions share their personal stories about how they came to
abandon organized religion, and how they discovered life after moving away from religious and
supernatural beliefs. Their words serve both as a celebration of all who have taken similar steps
under the weight of thousands of years of religious history—and as a source of inspiration for those
individuals, especially women, who have deep doubts about their own belief traditions but who don't
yet know how to embrace life without falling back on religion.

a manual for creating atheists: The Atheist Afterlife David Staume, 2009 The Atheist



Afterlife describes an afterlife that is consistent with known law and requires nothing more than
physics. It demonstrates that an afterlife is possible based on reason, and supports the probability of
an afterlife with an original and testable support for dualism - the proposition that our mind and
body are separate.--Back cover.

a manual for creating atheists: Logic and Theism Jordan Howard Sobel, 2003-11-10 This is a
wide-ranging 2004 book about arguments for and against beliefs in God. This book will be a valuable
resource for philosophers of religion and theologians and will interest logicians and mathematicians
as well.

a manual for creating atheists: Tales of the Hasidim , 1964

a manual for creating atheists: Parenting Without God - How to Raise Moral, Ethical
and Intelligent Children, Free from Religious Dogma Dan Arel, 2014-08-13 A book for atheist
parents who are seeking guidance on raising freethinkers in a Christian dominated nation.--P. [4] of
cover.

a manual for creating atheists: Why are You Atheists So Angry? Greta Christina, 2012
Armed with passionate outrage, absurdist humor, and calm intelligence, popular blogger Greta
Christina makes a powerful case for outspoken atheist activism, and explains the empathy and
justice that drive it. --P [4] of cover.

a manual for creating atheists: God, No! Penn Jillette, 2012-06-05 The outspoken half of
magic duo Penn & Teller presents an atheist reinterpretation of the Ten Commandments, discussing
why doubt, skepticism, and wonder should be celebrated and offering humorous stories from his
Oown experiences.

a manual for creating atheists: The Art Of Seduction Robert Greene, 2010-09-03 Which sort
of seducer could you be? Siren? Rake? Cold Coquette? Star? Comedian? Charismatic? Or Saint? This
book will show you which. Charm, persuasion, the ability to create illusions: these are some of the
many dazzling gifts of the Seducer, the compelling figure who is able to manipulate, mislead and
give pleasure all at once. When raised to the level of art, seduction, an indirect and subtle form of
power, has toppled empires, won elections and enslaved great minds. In this beautiful, sensually
designed book, Greene unearths the two sides of seduction: the characters and the process. Discover
who you, or your pursuer, most resembles. Learn, too, the pitfalls of the anti-Seducer. Immerse
yourself in the twenty-four manoeuvres and strategies of the seductive process, the ritual by which a
seducer gains mastery over their target. Understand how to 'Choose the Right Victim', 'Appear to Be
an Object of Desire' and 'Confuse Desire and Reality'. In addition, Greene provides instruction on
how to identify victims by type. Each fascinating character and each cunning tactic demonstrates a
fundamental truth about who we are, and the targets we've become - or hope to win over. The Art of
Seduction is an indispensable primer on the essence of one of history's greatest weapons and the
ultimate power trip. From the internationally bestselling author of The 48 Laws of Power, Mastery,
and The 33 Strategies Of War.

a manual for creating atheists: Why There Is No God Armin Navabi, 2014-10-06 Science can't
explain the complexity and order of life; God must have designed it to be this way.God's existence is
proven by scripture.There's no evidence that God doesn't exist.God has helped me so much. How
could none of it be true?Atheism has killed more people than religion, so it must be wrong! How
many times have you heard arguments like these for why God exists? Why There Is No God: Simple
Responses to 20 Common Arguments for the Existence of God provides simple, easy-to-understand
counterpoints to the most popular arguments made for the existence of God. Each chapter presents
a concise explanation of the argument, followed by a response illustrating the problems and fallacies
inherent in it. Whether you're an atheist, a believer or undecided, this book offers a solid foundation
for building your own inquiry about the concept of God.

a manual for creating atheists: Atheism and Agnosticism Graham Oppy, 2018-05-17 This
Element is an elementary introduction to atheism and agnosticism. It begins with a careful
characterisation of atheism and agnosticism, distinguishing them from many other things with which
they are often conflated. After a brief discussion of the theoretical framework within which atheism




and agnosticism are properly evaluated, it then turns to the sketching of cases for atheism and
agnosticism. In both cases, the aim is not conviction, but rather advancement of understanding: the
point of the cases is to make it intelligible why some take themselves to have compelling reason to
adopt atheism or agnosticism.

a manual for creating atheists: Hollywood Worldviews Brian Godawa, 2011-11-02 In this
thoroughly revised and updated edition of his popular book, Brian Godawa guides you through the
place of redemption in film, the tricks screenwriters use to communicate their messages, and the
mental and spiritual discipline required for watching movies.

a manual for creating atheists: Living the Secular Life Phil Zuckerman, 2015-10-27 A
sociology professor examines the demographic shift that has led more Americans than ever before to
embrace a nonreligious life and highlights the inspirational stories and beliefs that empower
modern-day secular culture.

a manual for creating atheists: Unapologetic John W. Loftus, 2016-11-01 Just as intelligent
design is not a legitimate branch of biology in public educational institutions, nor should the
philosophy of religion be a legitimate branch of philosophy. So argues acclaimed author John W.
Loftus in this forceful takedown of the very discipline in which he was trained. In his call for ending
the philosophy of religion, he argues that, as it is presently being practiced, the main reason the
discipline exists is to serve the faith claims of Christianity. Most of philosophy of religion has become
little more than an effort to defend and rationalize preexisting Christian beliefs. If subjects such as
biology, chemistry, physics, and geology are all taught without reference to faith-based supernatural
forces as explanations, faith-based teachings should not be acceptable in this discipline either. While
the book offers a fascinating study of the fallacies and flaws on which one whole field of study rests,
it speaks to something much larger in the ongoing culture wars. By highlighting the stark
differences between faith-based reasoning and evidence-based reasoning, Loftus presents vital
arguments and lessons about the importance of critical thinking not only in all aspects of study but
also in life. His conclusions and recommendations thus resonate far beyond the ivory towers and
ivy-covered walls of academic institutions.

a manual for creating atheists: Why I Became an Atheist John W. Loftus, 2012-10-10 For
about two decades John W. Loftus was a devout evangelical Christian, an ordained minister of the
Church of Christ, and an ardent apologist for Christianity. With three degrees--in philosophy,
theology, and philosophy of religion--he was adept at using rational argumentation to defend the
faith. But over the years, doubts about the credibility of key Christian tenets began to creep into his
thinking. By the late 1990s he experienced a full-blown crisis of faith. In this honest appraisal of his
journey from believer to atheist, the author carefully explains the experiences and the reasoning
process that led him to reject religious belief. The original edition of this book was published in 2006
and reissued in 2008. Since that time, Loftus has received a good deal of critical feedback from
Christians and skeptics alike. In this revised and expanded edition, the author addresses criticisms
of the original, adds new argumentation and references, and refines his presentation. For every
issue he succinctly summarizes the various points of view and provides references for further
reading. In conclusion, he describes the implications of life without belief in God, some liberating,
some sobering. This frank critique of Christian belief from a former insider will interest freethinkers
as well as anyone with doubts about the claims of religion.

a manual for creating atheists: The Divine Reality Hamza Andreas Tzortzis, 2019-09-30 In
The Divine Reality, (Newly Revised Edition 2019) Hamza Andreas Tzortzis provides a compelling
case for the rational and spiritual foundations of Islam, whilst intelligently and compassionately
deconstructing atheism. Join him on an existential, spiritual and rational journey that articulates
powerful arguments for the existence of God, the Qur'an, the Prophethood of Muhammad and why
we must know, love and worship God. He addresses academic and popular objections while showing
how contemporary atheism is based on false assumptions about reality, which leads to incoherent
answers to life's important questions. Does hope, happiness and human value make sense without
the Divine?Do we have an ultimate purpose?Can we have consciousness and rational minds without



God?Did the universe come from nothing?Does evil and suffering negate Divine mercy?Has scientific
progress led to the denial of God?Are revelation and prophethood myths?Is God worthy of our
worship?If you want to know how the Islamic intellectual and spiritual tradition answers these
questions then this is the book for you.Hamza Andreas Tzortzis's new book presents a much needed
comprehensive account of Islamic theism that draws upon Western and Islamic thought. Hamza
Tzortzis is an international speaker, writer and instructor. He has a PgCert and an MA in philosophy
and is currently continuing his postgraduate studies in the field. Hamza has studied Islamic thought
and theology under qualified scholars. He has delivered workshops and courses on topics related to
Islamic thought and philosophy. Hamza has debated prominent academics and thinkers on Islam and
atheism.

a manual for creating atheists: Letters from a Skeptic Dr. Gregory A. Boyd, Edward Boyd,
2010-01-01 Explore the profound dynamics between a Christian son and his skeptical father in this
powerful book, as it delves into the big questions of Christianity with a compelling blend of
intelligent answers and heartfelt faith. Greg Boyd and his father, Ed, were on opposite sides of a
great divide. Greg was a newfound Christian, while his father was a longtime agnostic. So Greg
offered his father an invitation: Ed could write with any questions on Christianity, and his son would
offer a response. Letters from a Skeptic contains this special correspondence. The letters tackle
some of today's toughest challenges facing Christianity, including: Do all non-Christians go to hell?
How can we believe a man rose from the dead? Why is the world so full of suffering? How do we
know the Bible was divinely inspired? Does God know the future? Each response offers insights into
these difficult questions, while delivering intelligent answers that connect with both the heart and
mind. Whether you're a skeptic, a believer, or just unsure, these letters can provide a practical,
common-sense guide to the Christian faith.

a manual for creating atheists: Caught in the Pulpit Daniel C. Dennett, Linda LaScola,
2015-05-01 What is it like to be a preacher or rabbi who no longer believes in God? In this expanded
and updated edition of their groundbreaking study, Daniel C. Dennett and Linda LaScola
comprehensively and sensitively expose an inconvenient truth that religious institutions face in the
new transparency of the information age—the phenomenon of clergy who no longer believe what
they publicly preach. In confidential interviews, clergy from across the ministerial spectrum—from
liberal to literal—reveal how their lives of religious service and study have led them to a truth
inimical to their professed beliefs and profession. Although their personal stories are as varied as
the denominations they once represented, or continue to represent—whether Catholic, Baptist,
Episcopalian, Methodist, Mormon, Pentecostal, or any of numerous others—they give voice not only
to their own struggles but also to those who similarly suffer in tender and lonely silence. As this
study poignantly and vividly reveals, their common journey has far-reaching implications not only for
their families, their congregations, and their communities—but also for the very future of religion.

a manual for creating atheists: Deconverted Seth Andrews, 2019-08-17 ...and then Noah
loaded the dinosaurs onto the ark. Assertions like these seem comical until you realize that many
Christian parents aren't kidding when they teach them to their children as facts. Every day,
impressionable young minds are conditioned to blindly accept wild biblical tales of floating zoos,
talking shrubbery, 900-year-old humans, the undead, curses, levitation, demon/human hybrids and
men who obtain super-human strength from the length of their hair. Allegiance to these teachings is
expected, often demanded. Curiosity is muted. Doubt is frowned upon as a sin. And for those who
dare to raise a dissenting hand, the threat of Hell looms ominously. A former religious radio host
raised in the cradle of Christianity, Seth Andrews battled his own doubts for many years. His
attempts to reconcile faith and the facts led him to a conclusion previously unthinkable, and this
once-true believer ultimately became the founder of one of the most popular atheist communities on
the internet.

a manual for creating atheists: The Vital Question Nick Lane, 2016 A game-changing book
on the origins of life, called the most important scientific discovery 'since the Copernican revolution'
in The Observer.



a manual for creating atheists: Dawkins' GOD Alister E. McGrath, 2013-06-05 Alister E.
McGrath is one of the world’s leading theologians, with a doctorate in the sciences. Richard Dawkins
is one of the bestselling popular science writers, with outspoken and controversial views on religion.
This fascinating and provoking work is the first book-length response to Dawkins’ ideas, and offers
an ideal introduction to the topical issues of science and religion. Addresses fundamental questions
about Dawkins’ approach to science and religion: Is the gene actually selfish? Is the blind
watchmaker a suitable analogy? Are there other ways of looking at things? Tackles Dawkins’ hostile
and controversial views on religion, and examines the religious implications of his scientific ideas,
making for a fascinating and provoking debate Written in a very engaging and accessible style, ideal
to those approaching scientific and religious issues for the first time Alister McGrath is uniquely
qualified to write this book. He is one of the world’s best known and most respected theologians,
with a strong research background in molecular biophysics A superb book by one of the world’s
leading theologians, which will attract wide interest in the growing popular science market, similar
to Susan Blackmore’s The Meme Machine (1999).

a manual for creating atheists: The End of Reason Ravi Zacharias, 2008-09-09 When you
pray, are you talking to a God who exists? Or is God nothing more than your imaginary friend, like a
playmate contrived by a lonely and imaginative child? When author Sam Harris attacked Christianity
in Letter to a Christian Nation, reviewers called the book marvelous and a generation of
readers--hundreds of thousands of them--were drawn to his message. Deeply troubled, Dr. Ravi
Zacharias knew that he had to respond. In The End of Reason, Zacharias underscores the
dependability of the Bible along with his belief in the power and goodness of God. He confidently
refutes Harris's claims that God is nothing more than a figment of one's imagination and that
Christians regularly practice intolerance and hatred around the globe. If you found Sam Harris's
Letter to a Christian Nation compelling, the book you are holding is exactly what you need. Dr.
Zacharias exposes the utter bankruptcy of this worldview. And if you haven't read Harris's book,
Ravi's response remains a powerful, passionate, irrefutably sound set of arguments for Christian
thought. The clarity and hope in these pages reach out to readers who know and follow God as well
as to those who reject God.
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