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Introduction: A Major Problem in Building the Panama Canal
Was Disease

The Panama Canal, a marvel of engineering connecting the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans, stands as a
testament to human ingenuity. However, its construction was far from straightforward. A major
problem in building the Panama Canal was the rampant prevalence of yellow fever and malaria,
diseases that decimated the workforce and nearly brought the project to a standstill twice. This
report delves into the devastating impact of these diseases, the efforts to control them, and the
crucial role they played in shaping the eventual success of the canal's construction.

The French Failure: A Grim Toll of Disease

The initial attempt to build the canal, undertaken by the French Panama Canal Company (FPCC)
under Ferdinand de Lesseps, began in 1881. De Lesseps, famed for constructing the Suez Canal,
underestimated the unique challenges presented by the Panamanian isthmus, most significantly, the
pervasive presence of mosquito-borne diseases. A major problem in building the Panama Canal, as
experienced by the FPCC, was the staggering mortality rate. Estimates suggest that over 20,000
workers perished due to yellow fever and malaria during the French tenure. These figures represent
a catastrophic loss of life and crippled the project’s progress. The lack of understanding of disease
transmission mechanisms and inadequate sanitary conditions contributed significantly to this



devastating outcome. The FPCC'’s failure highlighted that a major problem in building the Panama
Canal was not just engineering, but also the mastery of tropical medicine.

The American Approach: Sanitation and Scientific
Intervention

The United States took over the canal project in 1904, inheriting the daunting challenge posed by
disease. However, unlike the French, the Americans adopted a more scientific and proactive
approach. A major problem in building the Panama Canal, as recognized by the US government, was
the need to control the mosquito population, the vector for both yellow fever and malaria. This
strategy was spearheaded by Colonel William Crawford Gorgas, a medical officer who understood
the connection between mosquitoes and disease transmission.

Gorgas implemented a comprehensive sanitation program, which included:

Mosquito eradication: This involved draining swamps, clearing vegetation, and spraying larvicides to
eliminate breeding grounds. His team meticulously mapped mosquito breeding sites and
implemented targeted control measures.

Quarantine and isolation: Strict quarantine procedures were implemented to prevent the spread of
diseases among workers and the surrounding population.

Improved sanitation: The construction of improved sanitation systems, including clean water
supplies and sewage disposal, significantly reduced the risk of other infectious diseases.

Public health education: Gorgas's team educated workers about disease prevention and hygiene
practices, empowering them to protect themselves.

Data from the US Army Medical Department shows a dramatic reduction in disease incidence
following the implementation of these measures. Mortality rates plummeted, enabling the project to
proceed efficiently and safely. The success of Gorgas's program solidified the understanding that a
major problem in building the Panama Canal was a medical one, requiring a sophisticated public
health response.

Data and Research Findings: A Statistical Revolution

The impact of Gorgas's intervention is starkly illustrated by comparing mortality rates before and
after his sanitation program. The French experienced mortality rates exceeding 20% annually, while
under Gorgas's leadership, the US mortality rate fell dramatically, averaging less than 2% by 1910.
This dramatic shift showcases how effectively addressing a major problem in building the Panama
Canal - disease control - was pivotal to its ultimate completion. These findings are documented in
numerous historical and medical journals, confirming the critical role of public health initiatives in
the canal's construction. Studies on the effectiveness of larvicides and the impact of environmental
modification on mosquito populations further solidify the scientific understanding that underpinned
Gorgas’s success.

The Legacy of Gorgas and the Panama Canal

The successful completion of the Panama Canal serves as a powerful testament to the importance of
integrating public health measures into large-scale infrastructure projects. A major problem in
building the Panama Canal - the high mortality from yellow fever and malaria - was overcome



through scientific innovation, effective leadership, and a commitment to public health. Gorgas's
work profoundly impacted the field of tropical medicine and established the importance of mosquito
control in preventing the spread of infectious diseases worldwide. The canal's legacy is not only
about engineering prowess but also about the triumph of public health over a formidable challenge.

Summary: This report highlights how a major problem in building the Panama Canal was the
devastating impact of yellow fever and malaria on the workforce. The French attempt failed largely
due to the high mortality rate caused by these diseases. The American approach, led by Colonel
Gorgas, focused on a comprehensive sanitation program that included mosquito eradication,
quarantine, improved sanitation, and public health education, resulting in a dramatic reduction of
mortality rates and the successful completion of the canal. This success exemplifies the crucial role
of public health in overcoming major obstacles in large-scale infrastructure projects.

Conclusion: The construction of the Panama Canal was a monumental engineering feat, but it was
also a crucial chapter in the history of public health. A major problem in building the Panama Canal,
the devastating impact of yellow fever and malaria, was ultimately overcome through a combination
of scientific understanding, innovative public health strategies, and unwavering commitment. The
canal stands as a powerful symbol not only of engineering achievement but also of the profound
impact of effective public health interventions on large-scale human endeavors.

FAQs:

1. What were the specific challenges presented by yellow fever and malaria during the
construction of the Panama Canal? The challenges included high mortality rates amongst
workers, impacting productivity and causing significant delays and cost overruns. The diseases
also created fear and discouraged workers from participating in the project.

1. How did Colonel Gorgas's approach differ from the French approach to disease control?
Gorgas's approach was based on scientific understanding of disease transmission and a
comprehensive public health strategy, while the French lacked this understanding and
implemented insufficient sanitary measures.

1. What specific sanitation measures were implemented by Gorgas? These included draining
swamps, clearing vegetation, spraying larvicides, quarantine and isolation of infected
individuals, and constructing improved sanitation systems.

1. What impact did Gorgas's work have on the field of tropical medicine? Gorgas's work
revolutionized tropical medicine, establishing the link between mosquitoes and disease



transmission and promoting effective mosquito control strategies globally.

1. What were the long-term consequences of the disease outbreaks during the canal's
construction? Beyond the immediate loss of life, the outbreaks significantly increased the cost
and duration of the project, potentially impacting global trade and economic development.

1. What role did public health education play in Gorgas's success? Educating workers about
disease prevention and hygiene practices empowered them to take personal responsibility for
their health, supplementing the broader sanitation efforts.

1. Were there other diseases besides yellow fever and malaria that affected workers? Yes, other
diseases like dysentery, typhoid, and cholera also contributed to the high mortality rates,
although yellow fever and malaria were the most significant challenges.

1. How did the American government's commitment to the project differ from that of the French?
The American government had a greater commitment to comprehensive planning, including a
significant investment in public health infrastructure and scientific research.

1. What lessons can be learned from the Panama Canal experience regarding public health and
large-scale infrastructure projects? The experience highlights the crucial need for proactive
public health measures in such projects, emphasizing the importance of understanding disease
transmission, implementing comprehensive control strategies, and investing in public health
infrastructure.

Related Articles:

1. "The Conquest of Yellow Fever: The Epic Battle to Build the Panama Canal": An overview of
the history of yellow fever and the struggle to control it during the canal's construction.

1. "Colonel William Gorgas: Hero of the Panama Canal": A biographical account of Gorgas's life
and work, focusing on his pivotal role in combating disease.



1. "Engineering Triumph and Public Health Disaster: The Early Years of the Panama Canal": An
analysis of the French attempt and the devastating impact of disease.

1. "Mosquito Control and the Panama Canal: A Case Study in Public Health": A detailed study of
the methods used by Gorgas and their effectiveness.

1. "The Panama Canal: A History of Construction and its Impact on Global Trade": A broader
history of the canal, incorporating the disease element within a wider context.

1. "Malaria Eradication Efforts in the Panama Canal Zone": Focuses specifically on the strategies
employed to combat malaria.

1. "The Socioeconomic Impact of Disease on the Panama Canal Construction": Explores the wider
economic and social repercussions of the disease outbreaks.

1. "Comparative Analysis of Disease Control Strategies: Panama Canal vs. Suez Canal":
Compares the disease control methods used in the two canal projects.

1. "The Role of Technology in Combating Disease During the Construction of the Panama Canal":
Examines the technological advancements and their contribution to combating the spread of
diseases.

a major problem in building the panama canal was: The Path Between the Seas David
McCullough, 2001-10-27 The National Book Award-winning epic chronicle of the creation of the
Panama Canal, a first-rate drama of the bold and brilliant engineering feat that was filled with both
tragedy and triumph, told by master historian David McCullough. From the Pulitzer Prize-winning
author of Truman, here is the national bestselling epic chronicle of the creation of the Panama
Canal. In The Path Between the Seas, acclaimed historian David McCullough delivers a first-rate
drama of the sweeping human undertaking that led to the creation of this grand enterprise. The Path
Between the Seas tells the story of the men and women who fought against all odds to fulfill the



400-year-old dream of constructing an aquatic passageway between the Atlantic and Pacific oceans.
It is a story of astonishing engineering feats, tremendous medical accomplishments, political power
plays, heroic successes, and tragic failures. Applying his remarkable gift for writing lucid, lively
exposition, McCullough weaves the many strands of the momentous event into a comprehensive and
captivating tale. Winner of the National Book Award for history, the Francis Parkman Prize, the
Samuel Eliot Morison Award, and the Cornelius Ryan Award (for the best book of the year on
international affairs), The Path Between the Seas is a must-read for anyone interested in American
history, the history of technology, international intrigue, and human drama.

a major problem in building the panama canal was: The Construction of the Panama
Canal William L. Sibert, 2008-11 PREFACE. THE Author of this very practical treatise on Scotch
Loch - Fishing desires clearly that it may be of use to all who had it. He does not pretend to have
written anything new, but to have attempted to put what he has to say in as readable a form as
possible. Everything in the way of the history and habits of fish has been studiously avoided, and
technicalities have been used as sparingly as possible. The writing of this book has afforded him
pleasure in his leisure moments, and that pleasure would be much increased if he knew that the
perusal of it would create any bond of sympathy between himself and the angling community in
general. This section is interleaved with blank shects for the readers notes. The Author need hardly
say that any suggestions addressed to the case of the publishers, will meet with consideration in a
future edition. We do not pretend to write or enlarge upon a new subject. Much has been said and
written-and well said and written too on the art of fishing but loch-fishing has been rather looked
upon as a second-rate performance, and to dispel this idea is one of the objects for which this
present treatise has been written. Far be it from us to say anything against fishing, lawfully
practised in any form but many pent up in our large towns will bear us out when me say that, on the
whole, a days loch-fishing is the most convenient. One great matter is, that the loch-fisher is depend-
ent on nothing but enough wind to curl the water, -and on a large loch it is very seldom that a dead
calm prevails all day, -and can make his arrangements for a day, weeks beforehand whereas the
stream- fisher is dependent for a good take on the state of the water and however pleasant and easy
it may be for one living near the banks of a good trout stream or river, it is quite another matter to
arrange for a days river-fishing, if one is looking forward to a holiday at a date some weeks ahead.
Providence may favour the expectant angler with a good day, and the water in order but experience
has taught most of us that the good days are in the minority, and that, as is the case with our rapid
running streams, -such as many of our northern streams are, -the water is either too large or too
small, unless, as previously remarked, you live near at hand, and can catch it at its best. A common
belief in regard to loch-fishing is, that the tyro and the experienced angler have nearly the same
chance in fishing, -the one from the stern and the other from the bow of the same boat. Of all the
absurd beliefs as to loch-fishing, this is one of the most absurd. Try it. Give the tyro either end of the
boat he likes give him a cast of ally flies he may fancy, or even a cast similar to those which a crack
may be using and if he catches one for every three the other has, he may consider himself very
lucky. Of course there are lochs where the fish are not abundant, and a beginner may come across
as many as an older fisher but we speak of lochs where there are fish to be caught, and where each
has a fair chance. Again, it is said that the boatman has as much to do with catching trout in a loch
as the angler. Well, we dont deny that. In an untried loch it is necessary to have the guidance of a
good boatman but the same argument holds good as to stream-fishing...

a major problem in building the panama canal was: Panama Fever Matthew Parker,
2009-03-10 The Panama Canal was the costliest undertaking in history; its completion in 1914
marked the beginning of the “American Century.” Panama Fever draws on contemporary accounts,
bringing the experience of those who built the canal vividly to life. Politicians engaged in high-stakes
diplomacy in order to influence its construction. Meanwhile, engineers and workers from around the
world rushed to take advantage of high wages and the chance to be a part of history. Filled with
remarkable characters, Panama Fever is an epic history that shows how a small, fiercely contested
strip of land made the world a smaller place and launched the era of American global dominance.



a major problem in building the panama canal was: The Big Ditch Noel Maurer, Carlos
Yu, 2023-07-18 An incisive economic and political history of the Panama Canal On August 15, 1914,
the Panama Canal officially opened for business, forever changing the face of global trade and
military power, as well as the role of the United States on the world stage. The Canal's creation is
often seen as an example of U.S. triumphalism, but Noel Maurer and Carlos Yu reveal a more
complex story. Examining the Canal's influence on Panama, the United States, and the world, The
Big Ditch deftly chronicles the economic and political history of the Canal, from Spain's earliest
proposals in 1529 through the final handover of the Canal to Panama on December 31, 1999, to the
present day. The authors show that the Canal produced great economic dividends for the first
quarter-century following its opening, despite massive cost overruns and delays. Relying on
geographical advantage and military might, the United States captured most of these benefits. By
the 1970s, however, when the Carter administration negotiated the eventual turnover of the Canal
back to Panama, the strategic and economic value of the Canal had disappeared. And yet, contrary
to skeptics who believed it was impossible for a fledgling nation plagued by corruption to manage
the Canal, when the Panamanians finally had control, they switched the Canal from a public utility to
a for-profit corporation, ultimately running it better than their northern patrons. A remarkable tale,
The Big Ditch offers vital lessons about the impact of large-scale infrastructure projects, American
overseas interventions on institutional development, and the ability of governments to run
companies effectively.

a major problem in building the panama canal was: Modern Panama Michael L. Conniff,
Gene E. Bigler, 2019-05-09 Provides a comprehensive overview of the political and economic
developments in Panama from 1980 to the present day.

a major problem in building the panama canal was: The Canal Builders Julie Greene,
2009-02-05 A revelatory look at a momentous undertaking-from the workers' point of view The
Panama Canal has long been celebrated as a triumph of American engineering and ingenuity. In The
Canal Builders, Julie Greene reveals that this emphasis has obscured a far more remarkable element
of the historic enterprise: the tens of thousands of workingmen and workingwomen who traveled
from all around the world to build it. Greene looks past the mythology surrounding the canal to
expose the difficult working conditions and discriminatory policies involved in its construction.
Drawing extensively on letters, memoirs, and government documents, the book chronicles both the
struggles and the triumphs of the workers and their families. Prodigiously researched and vividly
told, The Canal Builders explores the human dimensions of one of the world's greatest labor
mobilizations, and reveals how it launched America's twentieth-century empire.

a major problem in building the panama canal was: PANAMA CANAL NARAYAN
CHANGDER, 2024-02-03 THE PANAMA CANAL MCQ (MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS) SERVES
AS A VALUABLE RESOURCE FOR INDIVIDUALS AIMING TO DEEPEN THEIR UNDERSTANDING
OF VARIOUS COMPETITIVE EXAMS, CLASS TESTS, QUIZ COMPETITIONS, AND SIMILAR
ASSESSMENTS. WITH ITS EXTENSIVE COLLECTION OF MCQS, THIS BOOK EMPOWERS YOU TO
ASSESS YOUR GRASP OF THE SUBJECT MATTER AND YOUR PROFICIENCY LEVEL. BY
ENGAGING WITH THESE MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUESTIONS, YOU CAN IMPROVE YOUR
KNOWLEDGE OF THE SUBJECT, IDENTIFY AREAS FOR IMPROVEMENT, AND LAY A SOLID
FOUNDATION. DIVE INTO THE PANAMA CANAL MCQ TO EXPAND YOUR PANAMA CANAL
KNOWLEDGE AND EXCEL IN QUIZ COMPETITIONS, ACADEMIC STUDIES, OR PROFESSIONAL
ENDEAVORS. THE ANSWERS TO THE QUESTIONS ARE PROVIDED AT THE END OF EACH PAGE,
MAKING IT EASY FOR PARTICIPANTS TO VERIFY THEIR ANSWERS AND PREPARE
EFFECTIVELY.

a major problem in building the panama canal was: The Panama Canal Frederic Jennings
Haskin, 1913

a major problem in building the panama canal was: Ethical Issues from the Panama
Canal Failure ]. Paul Guyer, 2013-06-29 There is only one Panama Canal. But there are two
Panama Canal stories. One is about the successful construction of the Panama Canal by the United



States. The other is about an earlier failed attempt by French interests. This is the story of the failed
French attempt to build a Panama Canal. It is a story with timeless ethical lessons for
engineers....and public and private policy makers....from which to learn. This is a story that unfolded
between1879 and 1889. But the ethical lessons are as relevant today as they were then.

a major problem in building the panama canal was: The Geography of Transport Systems
Jean-Paul Rodrigue, Claude Comtois, Brian Slack, 2013-07-18 Mobility is fundamental to economic
and social activities such as commuting, manufacturing, or supplying energy. Each movement has an
origin, a potential set of intermediate locations, a destination, and a nature which is linked with
geographical attributes. Transport systems composed of infrastructures, modes and terminals are so
embedded in the socio-economic life of individuals, institutions and corporations that they are often
invisible to the consumer. This is paradoxical as the perceived invisibility of transportation is derived
from its efficiency. Understanding how mobility is linked with geography is main the purpose of this
book. The third edition of The Geography of Transport Systems has been revised and updated to
provide an overview of the spatial aspects of transportation. This text provides greater discussion of
security, energy, green logistics, as well as new and updated case studies, a revised content
structure, and new figures. Each chapter covers a specific conceptual dimension including networks,
modes, terminals, freight transportation, urban transportation and environmental impacts. A final
chapter contains core methodologies linked with transport geography such as accessibility, spatial
interactions, graph theory and Geographic Information Systems for transportation (GIS-T). This book
provides a comprehensive and accessible introduction to the field, with a broad overview of its
concepts, methods, and areas of application. The accompanying website for this text contains a
useful additional material, including digital maps, PowerPoint slides, databases, and links to further
reading and websites. The website can be accessed at: http://people.hofstra.edu/geotrans This text is
an essential resource for undergraduates studying transport geography, as well as those interest in
economic and urban geography, transport planning and engineering.

a major problem in building the panama canal was: The Panama Canal George Washington
Goethals, 1911

a major problem in building the panama canal was: Emperors in the Jungle John
Lindsay-Poland, 2003-02-11 Emperors in the Jungle is an exposé of key episodes in the military
involvement of the United States in Panama. Investigative journalism at its best, this book reveals
how U.S. ideas about taming tropical jungles and people, combined with commercial and military
objectives, shaped more than a century of intervention and environmental engineering in a small,
strategically located nation. Whether uncovering the U.S. Army’s decades-long program of chemical
weapons tests in Panama or recounting the invasion in December 1989 which was the U.S. military’s
twentieth intervention in Panama since 1856, John Lindsay-Poland vividly portrays the extent and
costs of U.S. involvement. Analyzing new evidence gathered through interviews, archival research,
and Freedom of Information Act requests, Lindsay-Poland discloses the hidden history of
U.S.-Panama relations, including the human and environmental toll of the massive canal building
project from 1904 to 1914. In stunning detail he describes secret chemical weapons tests—of toxins
including nerve agent and Agent Orange—as well as plans developed in the 1960s to use nuclear
blasts to create a second canal in Panama. He chronicles sustained efforts by Panamanians and
international environmental groups to hold the United States responsible for the disposal of the tens
of thousands of explosives it left undetonated on the land it turned over to Panama in 1999. In the
context of a relationship increasingly driven by the U.S. antidrug campaigns, Lindsay-Poland reports
on the myriad issues that surrounded Panama’s takeover of the canal in accordance with the 1977
Panama Canal Treaty, and he assesses the future prospects for the Panamanian people, land, and
canal area. Bringing to light historical legacies unknown to most U.S. citizens or even to many
Panamanians, Emperors in the Jungle is a major contribution toward a new, more open relationship
between Panama and the United States.

a major problem in building the panama canal was: U.S. History P. Scott Corbett, Volker
Janssen, John M. Lund, Todd Pfannestiel, Sylvie Waskiewicz, Paul Vickery, 2024-09-10 U.S. History



is designed to meet the scope and sequence requirements of most introductory courses. The text
provides a balanced approach to U.S. history, considering the people, events, and ideas that have
shaped the United States from both the top down (politics, economics, diplomacy) and bottom up
(eyewitness accounts, lived experience). U.S. History covers key forces that form the American
experience, with particular attention to issues of race, class, and gender.

a major problem in building the panama canal was: Prize Possession John Major,
2003-10-30 Prize Possession is a history of United States policy towards the Panama Canal, focusing
principally on the first two generations of American tenure of the Canal Zone between 1904 and
1955. John Major also provides an extensive look at the nineteenth-century background, the making
of the 1903 canal treaty with Panama, the move after 1955 towards the new treaty settlement of
1977, and the crucial significance of the Canal to American policy-makers and their public. The book
is based for the most part on the hitherto largely untapped sources of US government agencies,
namely, the State, War, and Navy Department, and the Canal Zone administration, as well as on the
papers of notable dramatis personae such as Theodore and Franklin Roosevelt and Philippe
Bunau-Varilla. As such it makes an important and original contribution to our knowledge and
understanding of a subject which has not yet received its due from historians.

a major problem in building the panama canal was: Panama Canal Record Canal Zone,
1910

a major problem in building the panama canal was: Course of Study in Geography,
Grades III, IV, V, and VI, Cleveland Public Schools Cleveland (Ohio). Board of Education, 1925

a major problem in building the panama canal was: Building the Panama Canal Sylvia
Engdahl, 2012-07-30 This compelling volume provides the historical background of the construction
of the Panama Canal. Readers will learn how women played an important role in the project.
Controversies are also explored, including the role that the United States played in the Panamanian
Revolution. Personal narratives are presented, from sources such as Theodore Roosevelt and Helen
Herron Taft. Other essay sources include the Panama Canal Authority, James T. Du Bois, and David
Newton E. Campbell.

a major problem in building the panama canal was: AMERICAN IMPERIALISM NARAYAN
CHANGDER, 2024-05-16 THE AMERICAN IMPERIALISM MCQ (MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS)
SERVES AS A VALUABLE RESOURCE FOR INDIVIDUALS AIMING TO DEEPEN THEIR
UNDERSTANDING OF VARIOUS COMPETITIVE EXAMS, CLASS TESTS, QUIZ COMPETITIONS,
AND SIMILAR ASSESSMENTS. WITH ITS EXTENSIVE COLLECTION OF MCQS, THIS BOOK
EMPOWERS YOU TO ASSESS YOUR GRASP OF THE SUBJECT MATTER AND YOUR PROFICIENCY
LEVEL. BY ENGAGING WITH THESE MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUESTIONS, YOU CAN IMPROVE YOUR
KNOWLEDGE OF THE SUBJECT, IDENTIFY AREAS FOR IMPROVEMENT, AND LAY A SOLID
FOUNDATION. DIVE INTO THE AMERICAN IMPERIALISM MCQ TO EXPAND YOUR AMERICAN
IMPERIALISM KNOWLEDGE AND EXCEL IN QUIZ COMPETITIONS, ACADEMIC STUDIES, OR
PROFESSIONAL ENDEAVORS. THE ANSWERS TO THE QUESTIONS ARE PROVIDED AT THE END
OF EACH PAGE, MAKING IT EASY FOR PARTICIPANTS TO VERIFY THEIR ANSWERS AND
PREPARE EFFECTIVELY.

a major problem in building the panama canal was: Identifying and Managing Project
Risk Tom Kendrick, 2009-02-27 Winner of the Project Management Institute’s David 1. Cleland
Project Management Literature Award 2010 It’s no wonder that project managers spend so much
time focusing their attention on risk identification. Important projects tend to be time constrained,
pose huge technical challenges, and suffer from a lack of adequate resources. Identifying and
Managing Project Risk, now updated and consistent with the very latest Project Management Body
of Knowledge (PMBOK)® Guide, takes readers through every phase of a project, showing them how
to consider the possible risks involved at every point in the process. Drawing on real-world situations
and hundreds of examples, the book outlines proven methods, demonstrating key ideas for project
risk planning and showing how to use high-level risk assessment tools. Analyzing aspects such as
available resources, project scope, and scheduling, this new edition also explores the growing area



of Enterprise Risk Management. Comprehensive and completely up-to-date, this book helps readers
determine risk factors thoroughly and decisively...before a project gets derailed.

a major problem in building the panama canal was: Parting the Desert Zachary Karabell,
2009-08-26 Award-winning historian Zachary Karabell tells the epic story of the greatest
engineering feat of the nineteenth century--the building of the Suez Canal-- and shows how it
changed the world. The dream was a waterway that would unite the East and the West, and the
ambitious, energetic French diplomat and entrepreneur Ferdinand de Lesseps was the mastermind
behind the project. Lesseps saw the project through fifteen years of financial challenges, technical
obstacles, and political intrigues. He convinced ordinary French citizens to invest their money, and
he won the backing of Napoleon III and of Egypt's prince Muhammad Said. But the triumph was far
from perfect: the construction relied heavily on forced labor and technical and diplomatic obstacles
constantly threatened completion. The inauguration in 1869 captured the imagination of the world.
The Suez Canal was heralded as a symbol of progress that would unite nations, but its legacy is
mixed. Parting the Desert is both a transporting narrative and a meditation on the origins of the
modern Middle East.

a major problem in building the panama canal was: The Isthmian Canal George Washington
Goethals, 2019-03-04 This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is
part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the original
artifact, and remains as true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the original
copyright references, library stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our most
important libraries around the world), and other notations in the work. This work is in the public
domain in the United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you
may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the
body of the work. As a reproduction of a historical artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred
pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important
enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the public. We appreciate your
support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of keeping this
knowledge alive and relevant.

a major problem in building the panama canal was: Panama Eric Zencey, 1996 On a visit to
Paris in 1892, American historian Henry Adams befriends a young woman who then vanishes. He
follows her trail through the city's seamier reaches and into the corrupt heart of the Panama Canal
scandal. This novel is a combination of history and fiction.

a major problem in building the panama canal was: Partnership for the Americas:
Western Hemisphere Strategy and U.S. Southern Command James G. Stavridis, Radm James G
Stavridis, 2014-02-23 Since its creation in 1963, United States Southern Command has been led by
30 senior officers representing all four of the armed forces. None has undertaken his leadership
responsibilities with the cultural sensitivity and creativity demonstrated by Admiral Jim Stavridis
during his tenure in command. Breaking with tradition, Admiral Stavridis discarded the customary
military model as he organized the Southern Command Headquarters. In its place he created an
organization designed not to subdue adversaries, but instead to build durable and enduring
partnerships with friends. His observation that it is the business of Southern Command to launch
ideas not missiles into the command's area of responsibility gained strategic resonance throughout
the Caribbean and Central and South America, and at the highest levels in Washington, DC.

a major problem in building the panama canal was: Our Country Josiah Strong, 1885

a major problem in building the panama canal was: Reports of the Panama Canal Company
and the Canal Zone Government Panama Canal Company, 1971

a major problem in building the panama canal was: Government of the Canal Zone George
Washington Goethals, 1915

a major problem in building the panama canal was: the panama canal in transition

a major problem in building the panama canal was: Donegan and the Panama Canal
Thomas E. Morrissey, 2009-10-06 Donegan and the Panama Canal is a fictionalized, first person




story of why and how the United States built a canal in Panama in 1903. This story is a sequel to Mr.
Morrisseys previous novel of the Spanish-American War, Donegan and the Splendid Little War. No
one had previously written an historical novel of either of these events. The title character of
Donegan and the Panama Canal is Patrick Donegan (1875-1958), the son of Irish immigrants to
Philadelphia. Donegan belatedly wrote this memoir in 1953, but his grandson Thomas Morrissey did
not publish it for another fifty years. Patrick Donegan had previously served on a Spanish merchant
ship for two years before its captain stranded him in Santiago de Cuba in 1895. He became a war
profiteer during the Cuban revolt against Spain, and wrote propaganda articles for the Cubans
before William Randolph Hearst hired him to write for the New York Journal. Donegan and the
Splendid Little War relates how Donegan wrote biased pro-Cuban stories for Hearst. He
telegrammed a misleading account of the explosion of the American battleship Maine, which
ultimately caused the United States to declare war on Spain. He accompanied Theodore Roosevelt
and the Rough Riders in their famous charge up San Juan Hill. He published an exclusive,
eyewitness account of President McKinleys assassination, but Hearst fired him when Joseph Pulitzer
discovered that Donegan had written a short poem that may have inspired McKinleys assassin.
Donegan left the field of journalism and secretly became a lobbyist for the Panama Canal. Donegan
and the Panama Canal tells the story how Hearst ordered Donegan, a year before he fired him in
1901, to sail around South America and disembark at the west coast of Nicaragua. Hearst, a
Nicaraguan Canal partisan, did not know that Donegan had already promised Philippe Bunau-Varilla,
a French engineer who had served in Ferdinand de Lesseps earlier ill-fated attempt to build a canal
in Panama, that he would support a Panama Canal. Captain Michael Healy piloted the ship that
carried Donegan during their long journey through the Strait of Magellan to Central America.
Donegan traveled through Nicaragua, and interviewed her president and the American minister. He
wrote many negative articles about Nicaragua, and warned the American public that many active
and dangerous volcanoes flourished in Nicaragua that could easily destroy any canal built there.
Hearst appointed Donegan to cover the Washington political scene when he returned to New York.
Donegan accompanied Philippe Bunau-Varilla when this French lobbyist promoted the Panama
Canal in many speeches throughout the United States. Bunau-Varilla convinced Senator Mark
Hanna, President William McKinleys eminence grise, that the Panama site was preferable to
Nicaragua. McKinley remained non-committal about where to build the canal, but Senator John Tyler
Morgan of Alabama, the chief Nicaragua advocate, viciously attacked Philippe and Donegans
Panama site. After Hearst fired him after President McKinleys assassination, Donegan sailed to
France where he met William Nelson Cromwell, the legal representative of the Panama Railroad and
the New Panama Canal Company. Donegan agreed to work with Cromwell on the canal question
although he personally despised him. Donegan conferred with Bunau-Varilla in France, but they
quickly returned to America when they heard that Congress would soon vote on whether the canal
should be built in Panama or Nicaragua. All seemed lost when the House of Representatives
overwhelmingly supported Nicaragua. Bunau-Varilla influenced the French Canal Company to lower
the price for its canal concession, and Donegan influenced President Roosevelt, who previously
favored Nicaragua, to support the Panama site. Congress had to make the final decision about the
canal site. Senator Morgans Committee on Interoceanic Canals supported the Nicaragua Canal.
Morgan and other senators argued that no can

a major problem in building the panama canal was: The Building of the Panama Canal
in Historic Photographs Ulrich Keller, 2013-04-09 This tale of an unprecedented technological
advance unfolds in a compelling narrative of risks, hardships, disasters, and triumph. More than 160
historic photographs depict exotic settings, workers' housing, dredging operations, much more.

a major problem in building the panama canal was: The Reprieve Larry Groves,
2008-01-11 The pressures are mounting as Brad Simmons trys to complete his junior year at
Magnolia State University. His grades are falling as temptation billows through the dorm on a daily
basis. Too much partying can take its toll on the GPA. His chances of ever seeing graduation day
arent improved when he fi nds himself at odds with Dr. Walter Preston, his Entomology instructor.



Life takes a sudden and unexpected turn when Beth Morrison enters the picture and the two make a
startling scientific discovery that could altar all known aspects of the biological world.

a major problem in building the panama canal was: Erased Marixa Lasso, 2019-02-25 The
Panama Canal's untold history—from the Panamanian point of view. Sleuth and scholar Marixa Lasso
recounts how the canal’s American builders displaced 40,000 residents and erased entire towns in
the guise of bringing modernity to the tropics. The Panama Canal set a new course for the modern
development of Central America. Cutting a convenient path from the Atlantic to the Pacific oceans, it
hastened the currents of trade and migration that were already reshaping the Western hemisphere.
Yet the waterway was built at considerable cost to a way of life that had characterized the region for
centuries. In Erased, Marixa Lasso recovers the history of the Panamanian cities and towns that
once formed the backbone of the republic. Drawing on vast and previously untapped archival
sources and personal recollections, Lasso describes the canal’s displacement of peasants,
homeowners, and shop owners, and chronicles the destruction of a centuries-old commercial culture
and environment. On completion of the canal, the United States engineered a tropical idyll to
replace the lost cities and towns—a space miraculously cleansed of poverty, unemployment, and
people—which served as a convenient backdrop to the manicured suburbs built exclusively for
Americans. By restoring the sounds, sights, and stories of a world wiped clean by U.S. commerce
and political ambition, Lasso compellingly pushes back against a triumphalist narrative that erases
the contribution of Latin America to its own history.

a major problem in building the panama canal was: Imperialism and Progressivism , 2007
Involving students in real historical problems that convey powerful lessons about U.S. history, these
thought-provoking activities combine core content with valuable practice in decision making, critical
thinking, and understanding multiple perspectives. O'Reilly - an experienced, award winning teacher
- has students tackle fascinating historical questions that put students in the shoes of a range of
people from the past, from the rich and famous to ordinary citizens. Each lesson can be done either
as an in-depth activity or as a quick motivator. Detailed teacher pages give step-by-step instructions,
list key vocabulary terms, offer troubleshooting tips, present ideas for post-activity discussions, and
furnish lists of related sources. Reproducible student handouts clearly lay out the decision-making
scenarios, provide outcomes, and present related primary source readings and/or images with
analysis questions--Page 4 of cover

a major problem in building the panama canal was: Operation Just Cause Ronald H. Cole,
1995

a major problem in building the panama canal was: Future of N.Y., N.J., and Great
Lakes Ports United States. Congress. House. Committee on Merchant Marine and Fisheries, 1980

a major problem in building the panama canal was: Hearings United States. Congress.
House, 1946

a major problem in building the panama canal was: Hearings United States. Congress.
House. Committee on Appropriations, 1964

a major problem in building the panama canal was: Public Works Appropriations for
1964 United States. Congress. House. Committee on Appropriations, 1963

a major problem in building the panama canal was: Public Works Appropriations for 1964
United States. Congress. House. Appropriations, 1963

a major problem in building the panama canal was: Project Management for Construction
Chris Hendrickson, Tung Au, 1989

a major problem in building the panama canal was: Department of Transportation and
related agencies appropriations for 1984 United States. Congress. House. Committee on
Appropriations. Subcommittee on Department of Transportation and Related Agencies
Appropriations, 1983
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Status of ARM Stable Updates: No Major Update Since March 2024?
Oct 25, 2024 - Hello, please don’t take this the wrong way. I appreciate your time and work on Linux
Manjaro, and I understand that some things simply take longer sometimes. As faras I ...

Disabled touchpad while typing -xfce -xinput -startup
Aug 19, 2021 - Major opcode of failed request: 131 (XInputExtension) Minor opcode of failed
request: 57 Serial number of failed request: 20 Current serial number in output stream: 21” Even ...

[root tin] [How To] Make Mani ble wit] or VPN
Feb 14, 2025 - VPN compatibility Major VPN providers offer a GUI application which handles all

aspects of the connection. Every now and then the topics on troubleshooting a given VPN ...

No wine games working (Nvidia Card) - Gaming - Manjaro Linux ...
Sep 14, 2023 - But in order to work efficiently, we shall also ask you to follow three major points.
Provide context Simply signaling an issue is rarely enough to understand how it occurred. It is ...

Dialog Fonts invisible - GNOME - Manjaro Linux Forum
Jul 17, 2024 - T am on the rolling release of Manjaro with Gnome and latest updates and for a while -
I think it was the last last major update - I cannot read anything in system dialogs ...

Thi . Jate | lled 1 16.1.1-1 - Maniaro Li v
Dec 26, 2022 - This major update 22.0 installed kernel 6.1.1-1 and that’s when it all went wrong. All

browsers Firefox, Chromium and Vivaldi hung. Libreoffice Froze and all apps were slow to ...

[HowTo] Fix package "is newer than ..." - Manjaro Linux Forum
Maintainers reverted the package to an earlier version. This sometimes happen when a major issue
is found, in order to limit the spread of that issue occurring to users. There’s a third ...

Xrandr: Failed to get size of gamma for output default
Jun 17, 2021 - i cant change resolution to 1360x768 its stuck at 1024x768 my graphics card is
NVIDIA Corporation GF116 [GeForce GTS 450 Rev. 2] (rev al) when i try to add a 1360x768 ...

Manjaro Linux Forum
Created something for or with Manjaro? Show if off here. Please remember you should have
permission to post it here (either licensed or under “fair use”) and follow any required ...

Manjaro Summit public Alpha now available
Apr 14, 2025 - Any major changes will be automatically applied through updates. Getting started
Arkdep usage Update arkdep deploy Rebase to another edition. Available vartiants are manjaro ...
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Feb 14, 2025 - VPN compatibility Major VPN providers offer a GUI application which handles all
aspects of the connection. Every now and then the topics on troubleshooting a given VPN ...

No wine games working (Nvidia Card) - Gaming - Manjaro Linux ...
Sep 14, 2023 - But in order to work efficiently, we shall also ask you to follow three major points.
Provide context Simply signaling an issue is rarely enough to understand how it occurred. It is ...

Dialog Fonts invisible - GNOME - Manjaro Linux Forum
Jul 17, 2024 - T am on the rolling release of Manjaro with Gnome and latest updates and for a while -
I think it was the last last major update - I cannot read anything in system dialogs ...

This major update installed kernel 6.1.1-1 - Manjaro Linux Forum
Dec 26, 2022 - This major update 22.0 installed kernel 6.1.1-1 and that’s when it all went wrong. All
browsers Firefox, Chromium and Vivaldi hung. Libreoffice Froze and all apps were slow to ...

[HowTo] Fix package "is newer than ..." - Manjaro Linux Forum
Maintainers reverted the package to an earlier version. This sometimes happen when a major issue
is found, in order to limit the spread of that issue occurring to users. There’s a third ...

Xrandr: Failed to get size of gamma for output default
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