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Author: Niall Ferguson is the author of A Little History of the World. He is a highly acclaimed historian,
renowned for his sweeping narratives and insightful analyses of global events. Professor Ferguson
holds professorships at Harvard University and Stanford University, demonstrating his expertise and
significant contributions to the field of history. His extensive publications and frequent appearances
as a commentator on global affairs further solidify his authority on the subject matter covered in a
little history of the world.

Publisher: Allen Lane, an imprint of Penguin Random House, published a little history of the world.
Penguin Random House is one of the world's largest and most respected publishers, known for its
rigorous editorial standards and diverse catalogue of high-quality historical works. Their publishing of
a little history of the world lends credibility to the book's place within the academic and popular
history markets.

Editor: While the specific editor for a little history of the world isn't readily available on public record,
the rigorous editorial process employed by Penguin Random House ensures that the text underwent a
thorough review by experienced editors with significant expertise in history and publishing. This
process enhances the quality, accuracy, and readability of a little history of the world.

A Little History of the World: Summary and Key
Themes

A Little History of the World by Niall Ferguson isn't just a chronological recounting of events; it's a
carefully constructed narrative that explores the interconnectedness of global history, focusing on six
"killer applications" that Ferguson argues have been crucial to the development of civilizations and
the rise of the West. These "killer applications" – competition, science, property rights, medicine, the
consumer society, and the work ethic – are presented as crucial factors shaping the trajectory of a
little history of the world.

Ferguson’s approach in a little history of the world is not without its critics. Some historians argue that
his focus on Western achievements risks Eurocentrism, underplaying the contributions of other
civilizations. Others criticize his selection of the six "killer applications," suggesting other factors could
be equally, or perhaps more, significant in understanding the complexities of a little history of the
world. Despite this, the book's strength lies in its ability to present a broad sweep of human history in
a compelling and accessible way, engaging readers with a narrative that emphasizes the long-term
consequences of seemingly small events and decisions. It’s a provocative and engaging read that
challenges readers to reconsider the conventional narratives of a little history of the world.



A Little History of the World: A Deeper Dive

Ferguson begins a little history of the world with the dawn of humankind and traces the evolution of
societies, empires, and civilizations across millennia. He masterfully weaves together political,
economic, and technological developments, demonstrating how seemingly disparate events have
shaped the modern world. The book isn't merely a recitation of facts; it’s an interpretation, offering
insights into the driving forces behind historical trends.

One of the key arguments in a little history of the world is the importance of understanding history as
a series of interconnected events. Ferguson illustrates how seemingly small decisions and inventions
in one part of the world could have profound and unforeseen consequences globally. He emphasizes
the role of chance, highlighting instances where seemingly minor events drastically altered the course
of history. This approach fosters a more nuanced and less deterministic understanding of a little
history of the world.

Furthermore, a little history of the world challenges readers to consider the long-term consequences
of decisions made by individuals and societies. Ferguson argues that understanding the past is crucial
to making informed decisions in the present. He doesn't shy away from controversial topics, engaging
with debates about the role of violence, colonialism, and capitalism in shaping the modern world. This
frank and analytical approach is one of the key strengths of a little history of the world.

The book’s accessibility is a significant contributing factor to its success. While tackling complex
historical themes, Ferguson's writing style is engaging and clear, making it accessible to a broad
audience beyond specialists. The book successfully bridges the gap between academic rigor and
popular appeal, making a little history of the world a valuable resource for both students and general
readers.

However, the simplified narrative inherently means that certain aspects of a little history of the world
are necessarily glossed over. The vast scope of the book necessitates a degree of generalization,
potentially leading to oversimplification of complex events and societies. This is a common criticism
leveled at concise histories, and a little history of the world is no exception. Readers should approach
the book with an awareness of its limitations, supplementing their reading with more focused studies
on specific periods or regions for a more comprehensive understanding.

Conclusion

A Little History of the World is a bold and ambitious undertaking, successfully providing a panoramic
view of human history. While not without its critics, its engaging narrative style, insightful analysis,
and focus on interconnectedness make it a valuable contribution to the field. The book serves as a
compelling introduction to the complexities of global history, sparking further inquiry and a deeper
appreciation for the unfolding story of humanity. Its accessibility and thought-provoking insights
ensure its continued relevance and appeal to readers seeking a comprehensive, albeit concise,
overview of a little history of the world.

FAQs



Is A Little History of the World suitable for beginners? Yes, Ferguson’s accessible writing style1.
makes it ideal for those new to global history.

What is the main argument of the book? The book argues that six "killer applications" –1.
competition, science, property rights, medicine, the consumer society, and the work ethic –
have been crucial to the development of civilizations and the rise of the West.

Is the book biased? Some critics argue that Ferguson's perspective is Eurocentric, favoring1.
Western achievements. Readers should be aware of this potential bias when engaging with the
text.

How long does it take to read A Little History of the World? The reading time varies depending1.
on the reader's pace, but it's generally considered a relatively quick read for its scope.

What are some alternative books to A Little History of the World? "Sapiens" by Yuval Noah1.
Harari and "Guns, Germs, and Steel" by Jared Diamond offer alternative perspectives on global
history.

What is the target audience for this book? The book appeals to a broad audience, including1.
students, general readers interested in history, and those seeking a broad overview of global
events.

Does the book cover all aspects of history? No, due to its concise nature, the book necessarily1.
simplifies and omits certain details. It serves as an introduction rather than a definitive account.

How does the book discuss the role of women in history? The representation of women in a little1.
history of the world has been criticized for being insufficient; it's a point to keep in mind when
reading.

Where can I buy A Little History of the World? The book is widely available online and in1.



bookstores worldwide.

Related Articles:

The Rise of the West: An examination of the factors contributing to the dominance of Western1.
civilization, exploring the themes and perspectives presented in a little history of the world.

The Six Killer Applications: A deep dive into Ferguson's six "killer applications" and their impact1.
on global history, analyzing their strengths and weaknesses as a framework for understanding a
little history of the world.

Eurocentrism in Historical Narratives: A critical analysis of the potential biases in historical1.
accounts, with specific reference to the arguments and criticisms surrounding a little history of
the world.

The Impact of Technology on History: An exploration of how technological advancements have1.
shaped civilizations and societies throughout history, reflecting on the examples presented in a
little history of the world.

The Role of Competition in Global Development: An examination of the impact of competition –1.
economic, political, and military – on shaping global power dynamics, drawing on insights from
a little history of the world.

The History of Capitalism: An in-depth exploration of the history of capitalism, evaluating its role1.
in shaping global events as discussed in a little history of the world.

A Comparative Study of Ancient Civilizations: A comparison of various ancient civilizations,1.
assessing their rise and fall and comparing them with the framework offered in a little history of
the world.



The Impact of Colonialism on Global Development: An analysis of the long-term effects of1.
colonialism on global power dynamics and economic structures, contextualized within the larger
narrative of a little history of the world.

The Future of Global History: An exploration of current trends and future projections in global1.
history, reflecting on the lessons learned from past events as presented in a little history of the
world.

  a little history of the world: Reflections on the History of Art Ernst Hans Gombrich,
1987-01-01 Essays discuss Greek and Chineese art, Da Vinci, Michelangelo, Dutch genre painting,
Rubens, Rembrandt, art collecting, museums, and Freud's aesthetics
  a little history of the world: A Little History of the World E. H. Gombrich, 2014-10-01 E. H.
Gombrich's Little History of the World, though written in 1935, has become one of the treasures of
historical writing since its first publication in English in 2005. The Yale edition alone has now sold
over half a million copies, and the book is available worldwide in almost thirty languages. Gombrich
was of course the best-known art historian of his time, and his text suggests illustrations on every
page. This illustrated edition of the Little History brings together the pellucid humanity of his
narrative with the images that may well have been in his mind's eye as he wrote the book. The two
hundred illustrations—most of them in full color—are not simple embellishments, though they are
beautiful. They emerge from the text, enrich the author's intention, and deepen the pleasure of
reading this remarkable work. For this edition the text is reset in a spacious format, flowing around
illustrations that range from paintings to line drawings, emblems, motifs, and symbols. The book
incorporates freshly drawn maps, a revised preface, and a new index. Blending high-grade design,
fine paper, and classic binding, this is both a sumptuous gift book and an enhanced edition of a
timeless account of human history.
  a little history of the world: A Little History of the World E. H. Gombrich, 2008-10-07 E. H.
Gombrich’s bestselling history of the world for young readers tells the story of mankind from the
Stone Age to the atomic bomb, focusing not on small detail but on the sweep of human experience,
the extent of human achievement, and the depth of its frailty. The product of a generous and
humane sensibility, this timeless account makes intelligible the full span of human history. In forty
concise chapters, Gombrich tells the story of man from the stone age to the atomic bomb. In
between emerges a colorful picture of wars and conquests, grand works of art, and the spread and
limitations of science. This is a text dominated not by dates and facts, but by the sweep of mankind’s
experience across the centuries, a guide to humanity’s achievements and an acute witness to its
frailties.
  a little history of the world: A Little History of the United States James West Davidson,
2015-09-15 How did a land and people of such immense diversity come together under a banner of
freedom and equality to form one of the most remarkable nations in the world? Everyone from young
adults to grandparents will be fascinated by the answers uncovered in James West Davidson’s vividly
told A Little History of the United States. In 300 fast-moving pages, Davidson guides his readers
through 500 years, from the first contact between the two halves of the world to the rise of America
as a superpower in an era of atomic perils and diminishing resources. In short, vivid chapters the
book brings to life hundreds of individuals whose stories are part of the larger American story.
Pilgrim William Bradford stumbles into an Indian deer trap on his first day in America; Harriet
Tubman lets loose a pair of chickens to divert attention from escaping slaves; the toddler Andrew



Carnegie, later an ambitious industrial magnate, gobbles his oatmeal with a spoon in each hand.
Such stories are riveting in themselves, but they also spark larger questions to ponder about
freedom, equality, and unity in the context of a nation that is, and always has been, remarkably
divided and diverse.
  a little history of the world: A Little History of Economics Niall Kishtainy, 2017-03-07 A lively,
inviting account of the history of economics, told through events from ancient to modern times and
the ideas of great thinkers in the field What causes poverty? Are economic crises inevitable under
capitalism? Is government intervention in an economy a helpful approach or a disastrous idea? The
answers to such basic economic questions matter to everyone, yet the unfamiliar jargon and math of
economics can seem daunting. This clear, accessible, and even humorous book is ideal for young
readers new to economics and for all readers who seek a better understanding of the full sweep of
economic history and ideas. Economic historian Niall Kishtainy organizes short, chronological
chapters that center on big ideas and events. He recounts the contributions of key thinkers including
Adam Smith, David Ricardo, Karl Marx, John Maynard Keynes, and others, while examining topics
ranging from the invention of money and the rise of agrarianism to the Great Depression,
entrepreneurship, environmental destruction, inequality, and behavioral economics. The result is a
uniquely enjoyable volume that succeeds in illuminating the economic ideas and forces that shape
our world.
  a little history of the world: A Little History of Religion Richard Holloway, 2016-08-23 For
curious readers young and old, a rich and colorful history of religion from humanity’s earliest days to
our own contentious times In an era of hardening religious attitudes and explosive religious
violence, this book offers a welcome antidote. Richard Holloway retells the entire history of
religion—from the dawn of religious belief to the twenty-first century—with deepest respect and a
keen commitment to accuracy. Writing for those with faith and those without, and especially for
young readers, he encourages curiosity and tolerance, accentuates nuance and mystery, and calmly
restores a sense of the value of faith. Ranging far beyond the major world religions of Judaism,
Islam, Christianity, Buddhism, and Hinduism, Holloway also examines where religious belief comes
from, the search for meaning throughout history, today’s fascinations with Scientology and
creationism, religiously motivated violence, hostilities between religious people and secularists, and
more. Holloway proves an empathic yet discerning guide to the enduring significance of faith and its
power from ancient times to our own.
  a little history of the world: A Little History of Literature John Sutherland, 2013-11-05
From The Epic of Gilgamesh to Harry Potter, this rollicking romp through the world of literature
reveals how writings from all over the world can transport us and help us to make sense of what it
means to be human.
  a little history of the world: A Little History of Philosophy Nigel Warburton, 2011-10-25
Presents an introduction to the ideas of major Western philosophers, including Aristotle, Augustine,
John Locke, and Karl Marx.
  a little history of the world: A Little History of Science William Bynum, 2012-10-15 Science
is fantastic. It tells us about the infinite reaches of space, the tiniest living organism, the human
body, the history of Earth. People have always been doing science because they have always wanted
to make sense of the world and harness its power. From ancient Greek philosophers through
Einstein and Watson and Crick to the computer-assisted scientists of today, men and women have
wondered, examined, experimented, calculated, and sometimes made discoveries so earthshaking
that people understood the world—or themselves—in an entirely new way. This inviting book tells a
great adventure story: the history of science. It takes readers to the stars through the telescope, as
the sun replaces the earth at the center of our universe. It delves beneath the surface of the planet,
charts the evolution of chemistry's periodic table, introduces the physics that explain electricity,
gravity, and the structure of atoms. It recounts the scientific quest that revealed the DNA molecule
and opened unimagined new vistas for exploration. Emphasizing surprising and personal stories of
scientists both famous and unsung, A Little History of Science traces the march of science through



the centuries. The book opens a window on the exciting and unpredictable nature of scientific
activity and describes the uproar that may ensue when scientific findings challenge established
ideas. With delightful illustrations and a warm, accessible style, this is a volume for young and old to
treasure together.
  a little history of the world: A Short History of the World H.G. Wells, 1996 The Book A Short
History Of The World Is Written In A Simple And Straightforward Style And Can Be Read Almost As
A Novel Is Read. It Provides An Excellent Introduction For The Students Before They Embark Upon
A Study Of The Detailed History Of The World. From It The Reader Is Able Is To Get That General
View Of History Which Is So Necessary A Framework For The Study Of A Particular Period Or The
History Of A Particular Country.In The Book H.G. Wells Takes The Reader In Easy Stages From The
Origin Of The Earth To The Outcome Of The First World War. The Book Combines Admirable Skill In
The Compression Of Material And Extraction Of What Matters, With A Sense Of Moral Purpose And
Is Evidence Of The Creative Genius Of Wells.Wells Departs From The Traditional Historical
Approach By Paying Greater Attention To Developments In Science And Culture Than To Royalties
And Religion.
  a little history of the world: A Short History of the World Geoffrey Blainey, 2003-03-08 A
superb history of the world's people during the last four million years, beginning before the human
race moved out of Africa to explore and settle the other continents. Mr. Blainey explores the
development of technology and skills, the rise of major religions, and the role of geography,
considering both the larger patterns and the individual nature of history. A delightful read,
gracefully written, and full of odd and interesting pieces of information as well as thoughtful
comparisons that span both time and space. —William L. O'Neill
  a little history of the world: A Little History of Archaeology Brian Fagan, 2018-04-10 The
thrilling history of archaeological adventure, with tales of danger, debate, audacious explorers, and
astonishing discoveries around the globe What is archaeology? The word may bring to mind images
of golden pharaohs and lost civilizations, or Neanderthal skulls and Ice Age cave art. Archaeology is
all of these, but also far more: the only science to encompass the entire span of human
history—more than three million years! This Little History tells the riveting stories of some of the
great archaeologists and their amazing discoveries around the globe: ancient Egyptian tombs,
Mayan ruins, the first colonial settlements at Jamestown, mysterious Stonehenge, the incredibly
preserved Pompeii, and many, many more. In forty brief, exciting chapters, the book recounts
archaeology’s development from its eighteenth-century origins to its twenty-first-century
technological advances, including remote sensing capabilities and satellite imagery techniques that
have revolutionized the field. Shining light on the most intriguing events in the history of the field,
this absolutely up-to-date book illuminates archaeology’s controversies, discoveries, heroes and
scoundrels, global sites, and newest methods for curious readers of every age.
  a little history of the world: A Short History of the World John Morris Roberts, 1997
Chronologically discusses the events of history beginning with the evolution of man and ending with
the restructuring of Western Europe in 1993.
  a little history of the world: A Little History of Poetry John Carey, 2020-04-21 A vital,
engaging, and hugely enjoyable guide to poetry, from ancient times to the present, by one of our
greatest champions of literature The Times and Sunday Times, Best Books of 2020 “[A] fizzing,
exhilarating book.”—Sebastian Faulks, Sunday Times What is poetry? If music is sound organized in
a particular way, poetry is a way of organizing language. It is language made special so that it will
be remembered and valued. It does not always work—over the centuries countless thousands of
poems have been forgotten. But this Little History is about some that have not. John Carey tells the
stories behind the world’s greatest poems, from the oldest surviving one written nearly four
thousand years ago to those being written today. Carey looks at poets whose works shape our views
of the world, such as Dante, Chaucer, Shakespeare, Whitman, and Yeats. He also looks at more
recent poets, like Derek Walcott, Marianne Moore, and Maya Angelou, who have started to question
what makes a poem “great” in the first place. For readers both young and old, this little history



shines a light for readers on the richness of the world’s poems—and the elusive quality that makes
them all the more enticing.
  a little history of the world: A Short History of San Francisco Tom Cole, 2012-03-01 A concise,
“colorful, well-told” history of the City by the Bay, from the Gold Rush to the Summer of Love to the
twenty-first century (Los Angeles Times). This is the story of San Francisco, a unique and rowdy tale
with a legendary cast of characters. It tells of the Indians and the Spanish missions, the arrival of
thousands of gold seekers and gamblers, crackbrains and dreamers, the building of the
transcontinental railroad and the cable car, labor strife and political shenanigans, the 1906
earthquake and fire, two World Wars, two World's Fairs, two great bridges, the beatniks and hippies
and New Left—a story that is so marvelous and wild that it must be true. A new afterword from the
author in this updated third edition brings The City into the twenty-first century—a time just as
hectic, experimental, and opportunistic as its rambunctious past.
  a little history of the world: The Little Book of History DK, 2021-05-11 Journey through
time and explore more than 60 of the most important events in world history! See the past come to
life in the most spectacular way! From the beginning of civilization to the modern world, discover
the perfect pocket-sized introduction to human history. Inside the pages of this visual reference
book, you’ll find: • Bold illustrations and infographics that bring complex historical events to life •
Clear, authoritative text that explains the underlying causes behind historical events, and how the
events unfolded • A lightweight, compact format that makes it ideal for vacation reading • Entries
that are truly international in scope Human history in your pocket From the birth of Athenian
democracy to the launch of Sputnik and the Global Financial Crisis, this informative little book
provides you with an overview of the most fascinating events in history that shaped our world as we
know it! Get to know some of the most important thinkers and leaders throughout history such as
Napoleon, Julius Caesar, and Nelson Mandela. Packed with infographics and flowcharts that explain
complex concepts in a simple but exciting way, The Little Book of History is a modern twist on the
good old-fashioned encyclopedia. It’s perfect for holidaymakers looking to go beyond the standard
beach read. Even more Little Books to discover The Little Book of History series uses a combination
of creative typography, bold infographics, and clear text to explore every area of a subject. For the
perfect introduction to politics and political thought throughout history, look out for The Little Book
of Politics. More titles in this series include The Little Book of Economics and The Little Book of
Philosophy.
  a little history of the world: The Little Book of Big History Ian Crofton, Jeremy Black,
2016-06-23 The Little Book of Big History breaks down the main themes of Big History into highly
informative and accessible parts for all readers to enjoy.
  a little history of the world: A Brief History of the Future Jacques Attali, 2011-07-01 What
will planet Earth be like in twenty years? At mid-century? In the year 2100? Prescient and
convincing, this book is a must-read for anyone concerned about the future. Never has the world
offered more promise for the future and been more fraught with dangers. Attali anticipates an
unraveling of American hegemony as transnational corporations sever the ties linking free
enterprise to democracy. World tensions will be primed for horrific warfare for resources and
dominance. The ultimate question is: Will we leave our children and grandchildren a world that is
not only viable but better, or in this nuclear world bequeath to them a planet that will be a living
hell? Either way, he warns, the time to act is now.
  a little history of the world: A Short History of the World in 50 Places Jacob F. Field,
2020-04-02 A new perspective on the grand sweep of our planet's story, from the prehistoric era to
the early twenty-first century.
  a little history of the world: A Little History of Art Charlotte Mullins, 2022-01-01 A thrilling
journey through 100,000 years of art, from the first artworks ever made to art's central role in
culture today This lively volume is ideal for the precocious high-schooler, the lazy collegian . . . and
any adult who wishes for greater mastery of the subject. . . . Mullins leav[es] readers with an
expansive, no-regrets appreciation of art and the human story.--Meghan Cox Gurdon, Wall Street



Journal A fresh take on art history as we know it.--Katy Hessel, The Great Women Artists Podcast
Charlotte Mullins brings art to life through the stories of those who created it and, importantly,
reframes who is included in the narrative to create a more diverse and exciting landscape of art. She
shows how art can help us see the world differently and understand our place in it, how it helps us
express ourselves, fuels our creativity and contributes to our overall wellbeing and positive mental
health. Why did our ancestors make art? What did art mean to them and what does their art mean
for us today? Why is art even important at all? Mullins introduces readers to the Terracotta Army
and Nok sculptures, Renaissance artists such as Giotto and Michelangelo, trailblazers including
Käthe Kollwitz, Pablo Picasso, Frida Kahlo, and contemporary artists who create art as resistance,
such as Ai Weiwei and Shirin Neshat. She also restores forgotten artists such as Sofonisba
Anguissola, Guan Daosheng and Jacob Lawrence, and travels to the Niger valley, Peru, Java, Rapa
Nui and Australia, to broaden our understanding of what art is and should be. This extraordinary
journey through 100,000 years celebrates art's crucial place in understanding our collective culture
and history.
  a little history of the world: A Brief History of Earth Andrew H. Knoll, 2021-04-27 Harvard’s
acclaimed geologist “charts Earth’s history in accessible style” (AP) “A sublime chronicle of our
planet. –Booklist, STARRED review How well do you know the ground beneath your feet? Odds are,
where you’re standing was once cooking under a roiling sea of lava, crushed by a towering sheet of
ice, rocked by a nearby meteor strike, or perhaps choked by poison gases, drowned beneath ocean,
perched atop a mountain range, or roamed by fearsome monsters. Probably most or even all of the
above. The story of our home planet and the organisms spread across its surface is far more
spectacular than any Hollywood blockbuster, filled with enough plot twists to rival a bestselling
thriller. But only recently have we begun to piece together the whole mystery into a coherent
narrative. Drawing on his decades of field research and up-to-the-minute understanding of the latest
science, renowned geologist Andrew H. Knoll delivers a rigorous yet accessible biography of Earth,
charting our home planet's epic 4.6 billion-year story. Placing twenty first-century climate change in
deep context, A Brief History of Earth is an indispensable look at where we’ve been and where we’re
going. Features original illustrations depicting Earth history and nearly 50 figures (maps, tables,
photographs, graphs).
  a little history of the world: A Short History of Myth (Myths series) Karen Armstrong,
2010-10-29 What are myths? How have they evolved? And why do we still so desperately need them?
A history of myth is a history of humanity, Karen Armstrong argues in this insightful and eloquent
book: our stories and beliefs, our curiosity and attempts to understand the world, link us to our
ancestors and each other. This is a brilliant and thought-provoking introduction to myth in the
broadest sense–from Palaeolithic times to the “Great Western Transformation” of the last 500
years–and why we dismiss it only at our peril.
  a little history of the world: A Little History of British Gardening Jenny Uglow, 2012-10-31
Get out in your garden and discover the history hidden in the hedges. Did the Romans have rakes?
Did the monks get muddy? Did potatoes seem really, really weird when they arrived on our shores?
Drawn from Jenny Uglow's own love for plants, this lively 'potted' history of gardening in Britain
takes us on a garden tour from the thorn hedges around prehistoric settlements to the rage for
ornamental grasses and 'outdoor rooms' today. Tracking down the ordinary folk who worked the
earth - from weeding women to florists - as well as aristocrats and grand designers and famous
plant-hunters, A Little History of British Gardening is brought to life by gorgeously vivid illustrations
and Uglow's insightful wisdom. Not only dealing with flowery meads, grottoes and vistas, landscapes
and ha-has, parks and allotments, Uglow explains, for example, how the Tudors made their curious
knots; how housewives used herbs to stop freckles; how the suburbs dug for victory in World War II.
With a brief guide to particular historic or evocative gardens open to the public, this is a book to put
in your pocket when planning a crisp, winter's day out - but also to read in your armchair with a
well-earned glass of red, after a hard day's graft in your own garden. 'Enchanting, stirringly
evocative and fascinating' Daily Mail 'This book will be a joy for any gardener' Independent



  a little history of the world: A Little Gay History R. B. Parkinson, 2013 Originally published:
London: The British Museum Press, 2013.
  a little history of the world: A Little History Ammiel Alcalay, 2013 Set against the backdrop of
the Cold War, the war in Iraq, and 9/11, A Little History explores the deep politics of memory and
imagination while proposing a new paradigm for American Studies. With a preface by editor Fred
Dewey, Alcalay's book places the work of major figures like Muriel Rukeyser, Charles Olson, Edward
Dorn, Diane di Prima, and Amiri Baraka, in the realm of resistance and global decolonization to
assert the power of poetry as a unique form of knowledge.
  a little history of the world: A Little History of the World , 2010-01-01
  a little history of the world: A Brief History of Feminism Patu, Antje Schrupp, 2024-04-02
An engaging illustrated history of feminism from antiquity through third-wave feminism, featuring
Sappho, Mary Magdalene, Mary Wollstonecraft, Sojourner Truth, Simone de Beauvoir, and many
others. The history of feminism? The right to vote, Susan B. Anthony, Gloria Steinem, white
pantsuits? Oh, but there's so much more. And we need to know about it, especially now. In pithy text
and pithier comics, A Brief History of Feminism engages us, educates us, makes us laugh, and makes
us angry. It begins with antiquity and the early days of Judeo-Christianity. (Mary Magdalene
questions the maleness of Jesus's inner circle: “People will end up getting the notion you don't want
women to be priests.” Jesus: “Really, Mary, do you always have to be so negative?”) It continues
through the Middle Ages, the Early Modern period, and the Enlightenment (“Liberty, equality,
fraternity!” “But fraternity means brotherhood!”). It covers the beginnings of an organized women's
movement in the nineteenth century, second-wave Feminism, queer feminism, and third-wave
Feminism. Along the way, we learn about important figures: Olympe de Gouges, author of the
“Declaration of the Rights of Woman and the Female Citizen” (guillotined by Robespierre); Flora
Tristan, who linked the oppression of women and the oppression of the proletariat before Marx and
Engels set pen to paper; and the poet Audre Lorde, who pointed to the racial obliviousness of
mainstream feminism in the 1970s and 1980s. We learn about bourgeois and working-class issues,
and the angry racism of some American feminists when black men got the vote before women did.
We see God as a long-bearded old man emerging from a cloud (and once, as a woman with her hair
in curlers). And we learn the story so far of a history that is still being written.
  a little history of the world: A Queer Little History of Art Alex Pilcher, 2017-10-10 Over the
last century, many artists have made works that challenge dominant models of gender and sexuality.
The results can be sexy or serious, satirical or tender, discreetly coded or defiantly outspoken. This
book illustrates the wide variety of queer art from around the world -- exploring bodies and identity,
love and desire, prejudice and protest through drawing, painting, photography, sculpture and
installation. A Queer Little History of Art features a wide selection of artists who subverted the
norms of their day via bold new forms of expression, as 70 outstanding works reveal how queer
experiences have differed across time and place, and how art has been part of a story of changing
attitudes and emerging identities from 1900 to the present.--Publisher's website.
  a little history of the world: The Greatest Minds and Ideas of All Time Will Durant,
2002-11-07 A wise and witty compendium of the greatest thoughts, greatest minds, and greatest
books of all time—listed in accessible and succinct form—by one of the world's greatest scholars.
From the “Hundred Best Books” to the “Ten Greatest Thinkers” to the “Ten Greatest Poets,” here is
a concise collection of the world’s most significant knowledge. For the better part of a century, Will
Durant dwelled upon—and wrote about—the most significant eras, individuals, and achievements of
human history. His selections have finally been brought together in a single, compact volume.
Durant eloquently defends his choices of the greatest minds and ideas, but he also stimulates
readers into forming their own opinions, encouraging them to shed their surroundings and biases
and enter “The Country of the Mind,” a timeless realm where the heroes of our species dwell. From
a thinker who always chose to exalt the positive in the human species, The Greatest Minds and Ideas
of All Time stays true to Durant's optimism. This is a book containing the absolute best of our
heritage, passed on for the benefit of future generations. Filled with Durant's renowned wit,



knowledge, and unique ability to explain events and ideas in simple and exciting terms, this is a
pocket-size liberal arts and humanist curriculum in one volume.
  a little history of the world: A Short History of the United States Robert V. Remini,
2008-09-24 From a National Book Award winner: “A Short History of the United States may be brief,
but it is wise, eloquent, and authoritative.” —Jon Meacham, Pulitzer Prize winner and New York
Times–bestselling author of And There Was Light: Abraham Lincoln and the American Struggle
“Readers of all political stripes will appreciate” this concise history of the United States (Publishers
Weekly), an accessible and lively volume containing the essential facts about the discovery,
settlement, growth, and development of the American nation and its institutions, including the
arrival and migration of Native Americans, the founding of a republic under the Constitution, the
emergence of the United States as a world power, the outbreak of terrorism here and abroad, the
Obama presidency, and everything in between. “Masterful . . . a perfect history for our times.”
—Robert Dallek, Pulitzer Prize finalist and author of Nixon and Kissinger “Everything a casual (or
bewildered) reader needs to know . . . An objective narrative of this nation’s history.” —Publishers
Weekly
  a little history of the world: A Bite-Sized History of France Stéphane Henaut, Jeni Mitchell,
2018-07-10 A delicious (Dorie Greenspan), genial (Kirkus Reviews), very cool book about the
intersections of food and history (Michael Pollan)—as featured in the New York Times The complex
political, historical, religious and social factors that shaped some of [France's] . . . most iconic dishes
and culinary products are explored in a way that will make you rethink every sprinkling of fleur de
sel. —The New York Times Book Review Acclaimed upon its hardcover publication as a culinary treat
for Francophiles (Publishers Weekly), A Bite-Sized History of France is a thoroughly original book
that explores the facts and legends of the most popular French foods and wines. Traversing the
cuisines of France's most famous cities as well as its underexplored regions, the book is enriched by
the authors' friendly accessibility that makes these stories so memorable (The New York Times Book
Review). This innovative social history also explores the impact of war and imperialism, the age-old
tension between tradition and innovation, and the enduring use of food to prop up social and
political identities. The origins of the most legendary French foods and wines—from Roquefort and
cognac to croissants and Calvados, from absinthe and oysters to Camembert and champagne—also
reveal the social and political trends that propelled France's rise upon the world stage. As told by a
Franco-American couple (Stéphane is a cheesemonger, Jeni is an academic) this is an impressive
book that intertwines stories of gastronomy, culture, war, and revolution. . . . It's a roller coaster
ride, and when you're done you'll wish you could come back for more (The Christian Science
Monitor).
  a little history of the world: Sapiens Yuval Noah Harari, 2015-02-10 New York Times Readers’
Pick: Top 100 Books of the 21st Century New York Times Bestseller A Summer Reading Pick for
President Barack Obama, Bill Gates, and Mark Zuckerberg From a renowned historian comes a
groundbreaking narrative of humanity’s creation and evolution—a #1 international bestseller—that
explores the ways in which biology and history have defined us and enhanced our understanding of
what it means to be “human.” One hundred thousand years ago, at least six different species of
humans inhabited Earth. Yet today there is only one—homo sapiens. What happened to the others?
And what may happen to us? Most books about the history of humanity pursue either a historical or
a biological approach, but Dr. Yuval Noah Harari breaks the mold with this highly original book that
begins about 70,000 years ago with the appearance of modern cognition. From examining the role
evolving humans have played in the global ecosystem to charting the rise of empires, Sapiens
integrates history and science to reconsider accepted narratives, connect past developments with
contemporary concerns, and examine specific events within the context of larger ideas. Dr. Harari
also compels us to look ahead, because over the last few decades humans have begun to bend laws
of natural selection that have governed life for the past four billion years. We are acquiring the
ability to design not only the world around us, but also ourselves. Where is this leading us, and what
do we want to become? Featuring 27 photographs, 6 maps, and 25 illustrations/diagrams, this



provocative and insightful work is sure to spark debate and is essential reading for aficionados of
Jared Diamond, James Gleick, Matt Ridley, Robert Wright, and Sharon Moalem.
  a little history of the world: A Brief History of Living Forever Jaroslav Kalfar, 2023-03-28
In this “ingenious, funny, and chilling” novel (Publishers Weekly, starred review) from the author of
Spaceman of Bohemia, two long-lost siblings risk everything to save their mother from oblivion in an
authoritarian near-future America obsessed with digital consciousness and eternal life—a story that
“packs a walloping punch” (Esquire). When Adéla discovers she has a terminal illness, she leaves
behind her native Czech village for a chance at reuniting in America with Tereza, the daughter she
gave up at birth, decades earlier. But the country Adéla experienced as a young woman, when she
eloped with a filmmaker and starred in his cult sci-fi movie, has changed entirely. In 2030, America
is ruled by an authoritarian government increasingly closed off to the rest of the world. Tereza, the
star researcher for VITA, a biotech company hellbent on discovering the key to immortality, is
overjoyed to meet her mother, with whom she forms an instant, profound connection. But when their
time together is cut short by shocking events, Tereza must uncover VITA’s alarming activity in the
wastelands of what was once Florida, and persuade the Czech brother she’s never met to join her in
this odds-defying adventure. Narrated from the beyond by Adéla’s restless spirit, A Brief History of
Living Forever is a high-wire act of storytelling from a writer “booming with vitality and originality,”
whose “voice is distinct enough to leave tread marks” (New York Times). By turns insightful, moving,
and funny, the novel not only confirms Jaroslav Kalfař’s boundless powers of invention but also
exults in the love between a mother and her daughter, which neither space nor time can sever.
“Kalfař is a wise, rapturous, and original writer . . . Eloquent, heart-stunning, and rich in
awe-inspiring prose.” —San Francisco Chronicle “Relentlessly inventive . . . His writing has the same
hyperactivity and fidgety contempt for generic boundaries as that of the young Safran Foer.” —The
Guardian
  a little history of the world: A People's History of the United States Howard Zinn,
2003-02-04 Since its original landmark publication in 1980, A People's History of the United States
has been chronicling American history from the bottom up, throwing out the official version of
history taught in schools -- with its emphasis on great men in high places -- to focus on the street,
the home, and the, workplace. Known for its lively, clear prose as well as its scholarly research, A
People's History is the only volume to tell America's story from the point of view of -- and in the
words of -- America's women, factory workers, African-Americans, Native Americans, the working
poor, and immigrant laborers. As historian Howard Zinn shows, many of our country's greatest
battles -- the fights for a fair wage, an eight-hour workday, child-labor laws, health and safety
standards, universal suffrage, women's rights, racial equality -- were carried out at the grassroots
level, against bloody resistance. Covering Christopher Columbus's arrival through President
Clinton's first term, A People's History of the United States, which was nominated for the American
Book Award in 1981, features insightful analysis of the most important events in our history.
Revised, updated, and featuring a new after, word by the author, this special twentieth anniversary
edition continues Zinn's important contribution to a complete and balanced understanding of
American history.
  a little history of the world: A History of the World Andrew Marr, 2012-09-27 Fresh, exciting
and vividly readable, this is popular history at its very best. Our understanding of world history is
changing, as new discoveries are made on all the continents and old prejudices are being
challenged. In this truly global journey, political journalist Andrew Marr revisits some of the
traditional epic stories, from classical Greece and Rome to the rise of Napoleon, but surrounds them
with less familiar material, from Peru to the Ukraine, China to the Caribbean. He looks at cultures
that have failed and vanished, as well as the origins of today’s superpowers, and finds surprising
echoes and parallels across vast distances and epochs. A History of the World is a book about the
great change-makers of history and their times, people such as Cleopatra, Genghis Khan, Galileo and
Mao, but it is also a book about us. For ‘the better we understand how rulers lose touch with reality,
or why revolutions produce dictators more often than they produce happiness, or why some parts of



the world are richer than others, the easier it is to understand our own times.’
  a little history of the world: A Little History of the Royal Academy Peter Sawbridge, 2018
From the eighteenth century to the twenty-first, the Royal Academy of Arts in London has occupied a
prominent, occasionally controversial and always individual position in the art world. Its Annual
Exhibitions, now known as the Summer Exhibitions, have seen artistic reputations rise and fall, and
its enduringly popular international loan exhibitions have helped to shape the public's appreciation
of the visual arts. Packed with illustrations, this brief introduction to the Academy's 250-year story
considers how its homes and some of its characters have made it what it is. AUTHOR: Peter
Sawbridge is Editorial Director at the Royal Academy of Arts. 62 colour images
  a little history of the world: The Little Book of Bristol Maurice Fells, 2015-07-06 A rich,
and indeed sometimes bizarre, thread of history weaves its way through the Bristol story. Find out
all manner of things, from why a 'Bristol Diamond' would never be found in a jewellery shop to why
local by-laws restrict carpet beating to certain hours. Along with a fresh look at city life past and
present, these and many more anecdotes will surprise even those Bristolians who thought they really
knew their city.
  a little history of the world: France: A Short History Jeremy Black, 2021-06-03 Artists,
martyrs, kings, revolutionaries: Frances sense of national identity is inextricably linked to its
dramatic history, which fascinates the world and attracts millions each year to visit its chateaux and
cathedrals, boulevards and vineyards. Ancient roots allied to a social, political and military history
that has witnessed revolution, conflict and occupation mean that France holds a unique position in
the modern world. In this short, easy-to-digest history of a vast subject, Jeremy Black succinctly
narrates how Frances past has created its distinct character. Country and destination, nation and
idea, France has an incomparable cultural legacy, and exerts a powerful artistic, intellectual and
political influence across the globe. Blacks vivid take on history emphasizes the unexpected nature
of events and unpredictable outcomes on a fragmented country, from the prehistoric cave paintings
of Lascaux to the origins of Gothic architecture, from Monet and Degas to the Lumière brothers, and
from the cataclysm of the 1789 Revolution through the countercultural student protests of 1968 to
todays gilets jaunes. Blacks concise, insightful tour of the key historical moments and vibrant
personalities that shaped France provides an indispensable guide to understanding the country
today.
  a little history of the world: A History of the World in 100 Objects Neil MacGregor,
2011-10-06 This book takes a dramatically original approach to the history of humanity, using
objects which previous civilisations have left behind them, often accidentally, as prisms through
which we can explore past worlds and the lives of the men and women who lived in them. The book's
range is enormous. It begins with one of the earliest surviving objects made by human hands, a
chopping tool from the Olduvai gorge in Africa, and ends with an object from the 21st century which
represents the world we live in today. Neil MacGregor's aim is not simply to describe these
remarkable things, but to show us their significance - how a stone pillar tells us about a great Indian
emperor preaching tolerance to his people, how Spanish pieces of eight tell us about the beginning
of a global currency or how an early Victorian tea-set tells us about the impact of empire. Each
chapter immerses the reader in a past civilisation accompanied by an exceptionally well-informed
guide. Seen through this lens, history is a kaleidoscope - shifting, interconnected, constantly
surprising, and shaping our world today in ways that most of us have never imagined. An intellectual
and visual feast, it is one of the most engrossing and unusual history books published in years.
  a little history of the world: A (Very) Short History of Life on Earth Henry Gee,
2021-11-09 The Royal Society's Science Book of the Year [A]n exuberant romp through evolution,
like a modern-day Willy Wonka of genetic space. Gee’s grand tour enthusiastically details the
narrative underlying life’s erratic and often whimsical exploration of biological form and function.”
—Adrian Woolfson, The Washington Post In the tradition of Richard Dawkins, Bill Bryson, and Simon
Winchester—An entertaining and uniquely informed narration of Life's life story. In the beginning,
Earth was an inhospitably alien place—in constant chemical flux, covered with churning seas,



crafting its landscape through incessant volcanic eruptions. Amid all this tumult and disaster, life
began. The earliest living things were no more than membranes stretched across microscopic gaps
in rocks, where boiling hot jets of mineral-rich water gushed out from cracks in the ocean floor.
Although these membranes were leaky, the environment within them became different from the
raging maelstrom beyond. These havens of order slowly refined the generation of energy, using it to
form membrane-bound bubbles that were mostly-faithful copies of their parents—a foamy lather of
soap-bubble cells standing as tiny clenched fists, defiant against the lifeless world. Life on this
planet has continued in much the same way for millennia, adapting to literally every conceivable
setback that living organisms could encounter and thriving, from these humblest beginnings to the
thrilling and unlikely story of ourselves. In A (Very) Short History of Life on Earth, Henry Gee zips
through the last 4.6 billion years with infectious enthusiasm and intellectual rigor. Drawing on the
very latest scientific understanding and writing in a clear, accessible style, he tells an enlightening
tale of survival and persistence that illuminates the delicate balance within which life has always
existed.
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