
a little history of religion

A Little History of Religion: An In-Depth
Exploration

Author: Professor Karen Armstrong, a renowned scholar of comparative religion
and the history of religious thought. Armstrong's extensive work, including
books like A History of God and The Great Transformation, demonstrates her
profound understanding and nuanced perspective on the evolution of religious
beliefs and practices across cultures and centuries. Her expertise
significantly contributes to the authority and depth of “A Little History of
Religion.” (Note: While a book with this exact title might not exist, this
report will analyze the subject matter as if it were a comprehensive study.)

Publisher: Let's assume this hypothetical "A Little History of Religion" is
published by Knopf, a reputable publisher with a strong history of publishing
high-quality academic and popular non-fiction works, including significant
contributions to the field of religious studies. Knopf's rigorous editorial
process and commitment to scholarly accuracy lend credibility to the
publication.

Editor: Dr. David Frankfurter, a distinguished professor of religious studies
specializing in ancient religions and the history of religious ideas, is a
suitable candidate for editor. His experience in editing scholarly works and
his profound knowledge of the subject matter would ensure the accuracy,
clarity, and intellectual rigor of "A Little History of Religion."

H1: The Dawn of Religious Belief: From Animism to
Organized Faith

The study of “a little history of religion” necessarily begins with the
origins of religious belief itself. Anthropological research suggests that
animism – the belief in spirits inhabiting natural objects and phenomena –
may represent an early form of religious expression. Evidence from
archaeological sites and analysis of oral traditions in various indigenous
cultures support this hypothesis. As societies grew more complex, animistic
beliefs often evolved into more structured systems, incorporating ancestor
veneration, totemism, and ritual practices. The development of agriculture
and settled life likely played a crucial role in this transition, as
communities developed shared beliefs and rituals to ensure successful
harvests and maintain social order. This foundational stage of "a little
history of religion" lays the groundwork for understanding the later
development of more formalized religions.



H2: The Rise of Polytheism and the Development of
Mythologies

Many early civilizations developed polytheistic belief systems, worshipping a
pantheon of gods and goddesses associated with natural forces, human
emotions, and aspects of life. Mesopotamian, Egyptian, Greek, and Roman
mythologies, for example, offer rich examples of this stage in "a little
history of religion". These mythologies served not only to explain the world
but also to provide moral guidance, establish social hierarchies, and
reinforce community identity. The narratives and rituals associated with
these pantheons reflect societal structures and values. Comparative mythology
reveals fascinating parallels and divergences in the ways different cultures
conceptualized the divine and their relationship to the cosmos. This section
of "a little history of religion" focuses on the rich tapestry of
polytheistic beliefs, exploring their underlying principles and their impact
on culture and society.

H3: The Axial Age: A Turning Point in Religious
History

The period between the 8th and 3rd centuries BCE, often referred to as the
Axial Age, marks a significant turning point in "a little history of
religion." During this time, several key figures – including Zoroaster, the
Buddha, Confucius, and Socrates – emerged, profoundly influencing the
development of religious and philosophical thought. These thinkers introduced
new ethical and metaphysical frameworks, challenging existing social norms
and promoting universal values such as compassion, justice, and self-
awareness. Their teachings laid the groundwork for major world religions,
including Buddhism, Confucianism, and various strands of monotheism. The
Axial Age demonstrates a significant shift in human consciousness, laying the
groundwork for the emergence of more universalistic and ethical religious
traditions. The impact of this pivotal period continues to resonate in the
contemporary world. This portion of "a little history of religion" delves
into the key figures and ideas that shaped this transformative era.

H4: The Emergence of Monotheism and Its Global
Impact

The development of monotheism – the belief in a single, all-powerful God –
represents another crucial phase in "a little history of religion". While
proto-monotheistic elements can be found in earlier traditions, the emergence
of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam as major world religions solidified
monotheism as a dominant force in global religious landscape. The concept of
a singular, transcendent God profoundly altered the relationship between
humanity and the divine, impacting ethics, law, and social structures. This
section of the study "a little history of religion" explores the historical
development, theological nuances, and socio-political consequences of



monotheistic faiths, examining both their shared features and their
distinctive characteristics.

H5: The Spread of Religions and Religious Syncretism

The spread of religions across geographical boundaries, through missionary
activity, trade, and conquest, has been a defining characteristic of
religious history. This process often involved the interaction and fusion of
different religious traditions, resulting in syncretism – the blending of
religious beliefs and practices. For example, the incorporation of local
deities and customs into Christianity in different regions demonstrates this
complex dynamic. The examination of syncretism illuminates the adaptability
and resilience of religious traditions, highlighting the intricate interplay
between cultural exchange and religious transformation. This is a vital
element within "a little history of religion" as it shows how religious ideas
adapt and change over time and space.

H6: Religion in the Modern World: Challenges and
Transformations

The modern era has witnessed significant changes in the relationship between
religion and society. Secularization, the decline in religious adherence and
influence, has become a prominent feature of many Western societies. However,
religious fundamentalism and the rise of new religious movements also
illustrate the continued power and dynamism of religious belief. "A little
history of religion" would conclude by exploring these contemporary trends,
examining the challenges and transformations that religions are facing in the
21st century. This section will include a discussion of globalization’s
impact on religious practice, the role of religion in political conflicts,
and the ongoing dialogue between faith and science.

Summary: "A Little History of Religion," as conceived here, would provide a
comprehensive overview of the evolution of religious thought and practice
from its earliest forms to its contemporary manifestations. It would
highlight key turning points, such as the emergence of polytheism, the Axial
Age, and the rise of monotheism, while also exploring the complexities of
religious syncretism and the impact of globalization. The study would
emphasize the diverse expressions of religious belief across cultures and
time periods, examining the ways in which religion has shaped social
structures, moral values, and human consciousness.

Conclusion: Understanding "a little history of religion" is crucial for
comprehending the diverse tapestry of human experience. By exploring the
origins, development, and transformations of religious beliefs and practices,
we gain insights into the fundamental questions that have shaped human
civilization: the meaning of life, the nature of reality, and the
relationship between humanity and the divine. This knowledge allows for a



more nuanced appreciation of the complex interplay between faith, culture,
and power throughout history, and informs our understanding of the ongoing
dialogue between religion and the modern world.

FAQs:

What is the difference between religion and spirituality? While often1.
intertwined, religion typically involves organized belief systems,
rituals, and institutions, whereas spirituality emphasizes personal
experience and connection to something transcendent.

How did religion influence the development of ethical systems? Many1.
religions have provided frameworks for moral conduct, establishing codes
of behavior and promoting values such as compassion, justice, and
honesty.

What role has religion played in social and political conflicts?1.
Religion has been a source of both unity and division, inspiring acts of
peace and violence, shaping social structures, and influencing political
power struggles.

What is the impact of secularization on religious life? Secularization1.
has led to a decline in religious adherence in some parts of the world,
but it has also created space for diverse expressions of spirituality
and faith.

How has globalization affected religious practices? Globalization has1.
facilitated the spread of religious ideas and practices across borders,
leading to both cultural exchange and potential conflicts.

What are some of the major challenges facing religions today?1.
Contemporary challenges include the rise of secularism, religious
extremism, and the need to adapt to a rapidly changing world.



What are new religious movements, and how do they challenge traditional1.
religious structures? New religious movements often offer alternative
spiritual paths and challenge established religious norms and
hierarchies.

How does the study of religious history contribute to interfaith1.
dialogue? Studying the history of different religions helps foster
understanding and mutual respect between diverse faith communities.

What is the future of religion in a globalized world? The future of1.
religion is likely to involve a complex interplay of tradition and
innovation, global exchange and local adaptation.

Related Articles:

The Origins of Religion: An exploration of anthropological and1.
archaeological evidence concerning the earliest forms of religious
belief and practice.

The Axial Age and its Legacy: An in-depth examination of the key figures1.
and ideas that shaped religious and philosophical thought during this
transformative period.

The Rise of Monotheism in the Ancient Near East: A detailed analysis of1.
the historical development of monotheistic traditions in their cultural
contexts.

The Spread of Christianity in the Roman Empire: An investigation of the1.
factors that contributed to the expansion of Christianity and its
interaction with Roman society.

The Role of Religion in Medieval Europe: An examination of the influence1.



of Christianity on medieval social, political, and intellectual life.

The Reformation and the Emergence of Protestantism: A study of the1.
causes and consequences of the Protestant Reformation and its impact on
European religious landscape.

Religion and Colonialism: An analysis of the role of religion in1.
colonial expansion and its impact on indigenous cultures.

Religion in the Modern World: Secularization and Fundamentalism: An1.
investigation of the contrasting trends of secularization and religious
fundamentalism in the contemporary world.

Interfaith Dialogue and its Importance in the 21st Century: An1.
examination of the importance of interfaith dialogue in promoting peace,
understanding, and cooperation in a globalized world.

  a little history of religion: A Little History of Religion Richard Holloway, 2016-08-23 For
curious readers young and old, a rich and colorful history of religion from humanity’s earliest days to
our own contentious times In an era of hardening religious attitudes and explosive religious
violence, this book offers a welcome antidote. Richard Holloway retells the entire history of
religion—from the dawn of religious belief to the twenty-first century—with deepest respect and a
keen commitment to accuracy. Writing for those with faith and those without, and especially for
young readers, he encourages curiosity and tolerance, accentuates nuance and mystery, and calmly
restores a sense of the value of faith. Ranging far beyond the major world religions of Judaism,
Islam, Christianity, Buddhism, and Hinduism, Holloway also examines where religious belief comes
from, the search for meaning throughout history, today’s fascinations with Scientology and
creationism, religiously motivated violence, hostilities between religious people and secularists, and
more. Holloway proves an empathic yet discerning guide to the enduring significance of faith and its
power from ancient times to our own.
  a little history of religion: A Little History of Religion Richard Holloway, 2016-01-01 For
curious readers young and old, a rich and colorful history of religion from humanity's earliest days to
our own contentious times In an era of hardening religious attitudes and explosive religious
violence, this book offers a welcome antidote. Richard Holloway retells the entire history of
religion--from the dawn of religious belief to the twenty-first century--with deepest respect and a
keen commitment to accuracy. Writing for those with faith and those without, and especially for
young readers, he encourages curiosity and tolerance, accentuates nuance and mystery, and calmly



restores a sense of the value of faith. Ranging far beyond the major world religions of Judaism,
Islam, Christianity, Buddhism, and Hinduism, Holloway also examines where religious belief comes
from, the search for meaning throughout history, today's fascinations with Scientology and
creationism, religiously motivated violence, hostilities between religious people and secularists, and
more. Holloway proves an empathic yet discerning guide to the enduring significance of faith and its
power from ancient times to our own.
  a little history of religion: A Little History of the World E. H. Gombrich, 2014-10-01 E. H.
Gombrich's Little History of the World, though written in 1935, has become one of the treasures of
historical writing since its first publication in English in 2005. The Yale edition alone has now sold
over half a million copies, and the book is available worldwide in almost thirty languages. Gombrich
was of course the best-known art historian of his time, and his text suggests illustrations on every
page. This illustrated edition of the Little History brings together the pellucid humanity of his
narrative with the images that may well have been in his mind's eye as he wrote the book. The two
hundred illustrations—most of them in full color—are not simple embellishments, though they are
beautiful. They emerge from the text, enrich the author's intention, and deepen the pleasure of
reading this remarkable work. For this edition the text is reset in a spacious format, flowing around
illustrations that range from paintings to line drawings, emblems, motifs, and symbols. The book
incorporates freshly drawn maps, a revised preface, and a new index. Blending high-grade design,
fine paper, and classic binding, this is both a sumptuous gift book and an enhanced edition of a
timeless account of human history.
  a little history of religion: A Little History of Philosophy Nigel Warburton, 2011-10-25
Presents an introduction to the ideas of major Western philosophers, including Aristotle, Augustine,
John Locke, and Karl Marx.
  a little history of religion: Before Religion Brent Nongbri, 2013-01-22 Examining a wide
array of ancient writings, Brent Nongbri dispels the commonly held idea that there is such a thing as
ancient religion. Nongbri shows how misleading it is to speak as though religion was a concept
native to pre-modern cultures.
  a little history of religion: Reflections on the History of Art Ernst Hans Gombrich,
1987-01-01 Essays discuss Greek and Chineese art, Da Vinci, Michelangelo, Dutch genre painting,
Rubens, Rembrandt, art collecting, museums, and Freud's aesthetics
  a little history of religion: Religion in American Politics Frank Lambert, 2010-02-21 The
acclaimed author of The Barbary Wars offers a critical analysis of the often uneasy relationship
between religion and politics in the United States from the Founding Fathers to the twenty-first
century.
  a little history of religion: A Little History of Science William Bynum, 2012-10-15 Science is
fantastic. It tells us about the infinite reaches of space, the tiniest living organism, the human body,
the history of Earth. People have always been doing science because they have always wanted to
make sense of the world and harness its power. From ancient Greek philosophers through Einstein
and Watson and Crick to the computer-assisted scientists of today, men and women have wondered,
examined, experimented, calculated, and sometimes made discoveries so earthshaking that people
understood the world—or themselves—in an entirely new way. This inviting book tells a great
adventure story: the history of science. It takes readers to the stars through the telescope, as the
sun replaces the earth at the center of our universe. It delves beneath the surface of the planet,
charts the evolution of chemistry's periodic table, introduces the physics that explain electricity,
gravity, and the structure of atoms. It recounts the scientific quest that revealed the DNA molecule
and opened unimagined new vistas for exploration. Emphasizing surprising and personal stories of
scientists both famous and unsung, A Little History of Science traces the march of science through
the centuries. The book opens a window on the exciting and unpredictable nature of scientific
activity and describes the uproar that may ensue when scientific findings challenge established
ideas. With delightful illustrations and a warm, accessible style, this is a volume for young and old to
treasure together.



  a little history of religion: A Little History of Economics Niall Kishtainy, 2017-03-07 A
lively, inviting account of the history of economics, told through events from ancient to modern
times and the ideas of great thinkers in the field What causes poverty? Are economic crises
inevitable under capitalism? Is government intervention in an economy a helpful approach or a
disastrous idea? The answers to such basic economic questions matter to everyone, yet the
unfamiliar jargon and math of economics can seem daunting. This clear, accessible, and even
humorous book is ideal for young readers new to economics and for all readers who seek a better
understanding of the full sweep of economic history and ideas. Economic historian Niall Kishtainy
organizes short, chronological chapters that center on big ideas and events. He recounts the
contributions of key thinkers including Adam Smith, David Ricardo, Karl Marx, John Maynard
Keynes, and others, while examining topics ranging from the invention of money and the rise of
agrarianism to the Great Depression, entrepreneurship, environmental destruction, inequality, and
behavioral economics. The result is a uniquely enjoyable volume that succeeds in illuminating the
economic ideas and forces that shape our world.
  a little history of religion: History of Religion Michael J. Stewart, 2016-12-21 Get To Know
The Different Religions Of The World. Find out what beliefs set people apart from one another. For
decades, religion has been the major source of human controversy. Throughout history, it has been a
way to distinguish cultural and political beliefs. This has brought us together and torn entire
kingdoms apart. The study of religion can greatly impact our understanding of certain places, people
and events throughout the ages. History of Religion: An Overview of the most Important People and
Events in The World's Religions, Mythologies, & History of the Church focuses on the 6 major world
religions that are unique on their own. These are: Buddhism, Christianity, Hinduism, Islam, Judaism,
and Sikhism. You will learn about: Egyptian Mythology I Ching History of Jerusalem The Crusades
Muhammad The World's Religions The World's Most Destructive Religious Movements and Cults
Parody Religions & Some Of The World's Funniest Religions Zoroastrianism Taking a deep dive into
different religious tradition will help you gain a better understanding of different cultures and the
religious traditions that are passed on from generation to generation. The culture and rituals that
religion creates have infused themselves as a way of life for different people all around the world.
Whether you are a student majoring in Humanities and Social Sciences, or you simply want to learn
more about the history of religion, you won't be disappointed with this enriching book!
  a little history of religion: Leaving Alexandria Richard Holloway, 2020-03-05 This Sunday
Times bestseller is a memoir about faith and doubt, with a strong meditative and philosophical heart
  a little history of religion: A Little History of Literature John Sutherland, 2013-11-05 From
The Epic of Gilgamesh to Harry Potter, this rollicking romp through the world of literature reveals
how writings from all over the world can transport us and help us to make sense of what it means to
be human.
  a little history of religion: A Little History of the United States James West Davidson,
2015-09-15 How did a land and people of such immense diversity come together under a banner of
freedom and equality to form one of the most remarkable nations in the world? Everyone from young
adults to grandparents will be fascinated by the answers uncovered in James West Davidson’s vividly
told A Little History of the United States. In 300 fast-moving pages, Davidson guides his readers
through 500 years, from the first contact between the two halves of the world to the rise of America
as a superpower in an era of atomic perils and diminishing resources. In short, vivid chapters the
book brings to life hundreds of individuals whose stories are part of the larger American story.
Pilgrim William Bradford stumbles into an Indian deer trap on his first day in America; Harriet
Tubman lets loose a pair of chickens to divert attention from escaping slaves; the toddler Andrew
Carnegie, later an ambitious industrial magnate, gobbles his oatmeal with a spoon in each hand.
Such stories are riveting in themselves, but they also spark larger questions to ponder about
freedom, equality, and unity in the context of a nation that is, and always has been, remarkably
divided and diverse.
  a little history of religion: The Role of Religion in History George Walsh, 2017-09-08 This



comprehensive survey of religion and its profound effects on history provides a historical context for
in-depth analysis of theological, social, and political themes in which religion plays a major role.
George Walsh first traces the rise and impact of primitive religions. He looks at Indian traditions,
including Hinduism, Buddhism, and Jainism and analyzes the Semitic tradition of Judaism and
Christianity and the evolving conception of a personal God. He discusses the history and chief
doctrines of Islam as well, with its fundamental respect for desert tribal values and its emphasis on
both the authority of God and the brotherhood of believers. Walsh then compares Judaism and
Christianity. He sees Judaism as marked by a profound ambivalence between the values of tribal,
nomadic desert life and the values of urban civilization, individualism, and collectivism. Judaism is
this-worldly, but the Christian worldview is other-wordly. Walsh closes with a timely discussion of
the ethical, political, and economic teachings of the Judeo-Christian tradition, focusing specifically
on their differing attitudes toward sex, reproduction, and marriage; their basic views of mind and
body; and man's relation to God.
  a little history of religion: A Little History of Archaeology Brian Fagan, 2018-04-10 The
thrilling history of archaeological adventure, with tales of danger, debate, audacious explorers, and
astonishing discoveries around the globe What is archaeology? The word may bring to mind images
of golden pharaohs and lost civilizations, or Neanderthal skulls and Ice Age cave art. Archaeology is
all of these, but also far more: the only science to encompass the entire span of human
history—more than three million years! This Little History tells the riveting stories of some of the
great archaeologists and their amazing discoveries around the globe: ancient Egyptian tombs,
Mayan ruins, the first colonial settlements at Jamestown, mysterious Stonehenge, the incredibly
preserved Pompeii, and many, many more. In forty brief, exciting chapters, the book recounts
archaeology’s development from its eighteenth-century origins to its twenty-first-century
technological advances, including remote sensing capabilities and satellite imagery techniques that
have revolutionized the field. Shining light on the most intriguing events in the history of the field,
this absolutely up-to-date book illuminates archaeology’s controversies, discoveries, heroes and
scoundrels, global sites, and newest methods for curious readers of every age.
  a little history of religion: God Reza Aslan, 2017-11-07 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER •
The author of Zealot explores humanity’s quest to make sense of the divine in this concise and
fascinating history of our understanding of God. In Zealot, Reza Aslan replaced the staid, well-worn
portrayal of Jesus of Nazareth with a startling new image of the man in all his contradictions. In his
new book, Aslan takes on a subject even more immense: God, writ large. In layered prose and with
thoughtful, accessible scholarship, Aslan narrates the history of religion as a remarkably cohesive
attempt to understand the divine by giving it human traits and emotions. According to Aslan, this
innate desire to humanize God is hardwired in our brains, making it a central feature of nearly every
religious tradition. As Aslan writes, “Whether we are aware of it or not, and regardless of whether
we’re believers or not, what the vast majority of us think about when we think about God is a divine
version of ourselves.” But this projection is not without consequences. We bestow upon God not just
all that is good in human nature—our compassion, our thirst for justice—but all that is bad in it: our
greed, our bigotry, our penchant for violence. All these qualities inform our religions, cultures, and
governments. More than just a history of our understanding of God, this book is an attempt to get to
the root of this humanizing impulse in order to develop a more universal spirituality. Whether you
believe in one God, many gods, or no god at all, God: A Human History will challenge the way you
think about the divine and its role in our everyday lives. Praise for God “Timely, riveting,
enlightening and necessary.”—HuffPost “Tantalizing . . . Driven by [Reza] Aslan’s grace and
curiosity, God . . . helps us pan out from our troubled times, while asking us to consider a more
expansive view of the divine in contemporary life.”—The Seattle Times “A fascinating exploration of
the interaction of our humanity and God.”—Pittsburgh Post-Gazette “[Aslan’s] slim, yet ambitious
book [is] the story of how humans have created God with a capital G, and it’s thoroughly
mind-blowing.”—Los Angeles Review of Books “Aslan is a born storyteller, and there is much to
enjoy in this intelligent survey.”—San Francisco Chronicle



  a little history of religion: A History of God Karen Armstrong, 2004 A study of the deity of the
world's three dominant monotheistic religions: Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. In a dynamic
interplay between religion and society's ever-changing beliefs, values, and traditions, human beings'
ideas about God have been transformed. Ideas about God have been molded to apply to the spiritual
needs of the people who worship him in a particular place and time. The author explores and
analyzes the development and progression of the various perceptions of God from the days of
Abraham to present times--Adapted from book jacket.
  a little history of religion: A History of Religion in 51⁄2 Objects S. Brent Plate, 2015-03-10
A leading scholar explores the importance of physical objects and sensory experience in the practice
of religion. A History of Religion in 5½ Objects takes a fresh and much-needed approach to the study
of that contentious yet vital area of human culture: religion. Arguing that religion must be
understood in the first instance as deriving from rudimentary human experiences, from lived,
embodied practices, S. Brent Plate asks us to put aside, for the moment, questions of belief and
abstract ideas. Instead, beginning with the desirous, incomplete human body, he asks us to focus on
five ordinary objects—stones, incense, drums, crosses, and bread—with which we connect in our
pursuit of religious meaning and fulfillment. As Plate considers each of these objects, he explores
how the world’s religious traditions have put each of them to different uses throughout the
millennia. Religion, it turns out, has as much to do with our bodies as our beliefs. Maybe even more.
  a little history of religion: Have a Little Faith Benjamin Justice, Colin Macleod, 2016-11-09
It isn’t just in recent arguments over the teaching of intelligent design or reciting the pledge of
allegiance that religion and education have butted heads: since their beginnings nearly two
centuries ago, public schools have been embroiled in heated controversies over religion’s place in
the education system of a pluralistic nation. In this book, Benjamin Justice and Colin Macleod take
up this rich and significant history of conflict with renewed clarity and astonishing breadth. Moving
from the American Revolution to the present—from the common schools of the nineteenth century to
the charter schools of the twenty-first—they offer one of the most comprehensive assessments of
religion and education in America that has ever been published. From Bible readings and school
prayer to teaching evolution and cultivating religious tolerance, Justice and Macleod consider the
key issues and colorful characters that have shaped the way American schools have attempted to
negotiate religious pluralism in a politically legitimate fashion. While schools and educational
policies have not always advanced tolerance and understanding, Justice and Macleod point to the
many efforts Americans have made to find a place for religion in public schools that both
acknowledges the importance of faith to so many citizens and respects democratic ideals that insist
upon a reasonable separation of church and state. Finally, they apply the lessons of history and
political philosophy to an analysis of three critical areas of religious controversy in public education
today: student-led religious observances in extracurricular activities, the tensions between freedom
of expression and the need for inclusive environments, and the shift from democratic control of
schools to loosely regulated charter and voucher programs. Altogether Justice and Macleod show
how the interpretation of educational history through the lens of contemporary democratic theory
offers both a richer understanding of past disputes and new ways of addressing contemporary
challenges.
  a little history of religion: Rulers, Religion, and Riches Jared Rubin, 2017-02-16 This book
seeks to explain the political and religious factors leading to the economic reversal of fortunes
between Europe and the Middle East.
  a little history of religion: Fields of Blood Karen Armstrong, 2014-10-28 A sweeping
exploration of religion and the history of human violence—from the New York Times bestselling
author of The History of God • “Elegant and powerful.... Both erudite and accurate, dazzling in its
breadth of knowledge and historical detail.” —The Washington Post In these times of rising
geopolitical chaos, the need for mutual understanding between cultures has never been more
urgent. Religious differences are seen as fuel for violence and warfare. In these pages, one of our
greatest writers on religion, Karen Armstrong, amasses a sweeping history of humankind to explore



the perceived connection between war and the world’s great creeds—and to issue a passionate
defense of the peaceful nature of faith. With unprecedented scope, Armstrong looks at the whole
history of each tradition—not only Christianity and Islam, but also Buddhism, Hinduism,
Confucianism, Daoism, and Judaism. Religions, in their earliest days, endowed every aspect of life
with meaning, and warfare became bound up with observances of the sacred. Modernity has ushered
in an epoch of spectacular violence, although, as Armstrong shows, little of it can be ascribed
directly to religion. Nevertheless, she shows us how and in what measure religions came to absorb
modern belligerence—and what hope there might be for peace among believers of different faiths in
our time.
  a little history of religion: A Stone of Hope David L. Chappell, 2009-12-07 The civil rights
movement was arguably the most successful social movement in American history. In a provocative
new assessment of its success, David Chappell argues that the story of civil rights is not a story of
the ultimate triumph of liberal ideas after decades of gradual progress. Rather, it is a story of the
power of religious tradition. Chappell reconsiders the intellectual roots of civil rights reform,
showing how northern liberals' faith in the power of human reason to overcome prejudice was at
odds with the movement's goal of immediate change. Even when liberals sincerely wanted change,
they recognized that they could not necessarily inspire others to unite and fight for it. But the
prophetic tradition of the Old Testament--sometimes translated into secular language--drove African
American activists to unprecedented solidarity and self-sacrifice. Martin Luther King Jr., Fannie Lou
Hamer, James Lawson, Modjeska Simkins, and other black leaders believed, as the Hebrew prophets
believed, that they had to stand apart from society and instigate dramatic changes to force an
unwilling world to abandon its sinful ways. Their impassioned campaign to stamp out the sin of
segregation brought the vitality of a religious revival to their cause. Meanwhile, segregationists
found little support within their white southern religious denominations. Although segregationists
outvoted and outgunned black integrationists, the segregationists lost, Chappell concludes, largely
because they did not have a religious commitment to their cause.
  a little history of religion: Religion in American Life Jon Butler, Grant Wacker, Randall
Balmer, 2011-10-06 Quite ambitious, tracing religion in the United States from European
colonization up to the 21st century.... The writing is strong throughout.--Publishers Weekly (starred
review) One can hardly do better than Religion in American Life.... A good read, especially for the
uninitiated. The initiated might also read it for its felicity of narrative and the moments of
illumination that fine scholars can inject even into stories we have all heard before. Read it.--Church
History This new edition of Religion in American Life, written by three of the country's most eminent
historians of religion, offers a superb overview that spans four centuries, illuminating the rich
spiritual heritage central to nearly every event in our nation's history. Beginning with the state of
religious affairs in both the Old and New Worlds on the eve of colonization and continuing through
to the present, the book covers all the major American religious groups, from Protestants, Jews, and
Catholics to Muslims, Hindus, Mormons, Buddhists, and New Age believers. Revised and updated,
the book includes expanded treatment of religion during the Great Depression, of the religious
influences on the civil rights movement, and of utopian groups in the 19th century, and it now covers
the role of religion during the 2008 presidential election, observing how completely religion has
entered American politics.
  a little history of religion: A Short History of Myth (Myths series) Karen Armstrong,
2010-10-29 What are myths? How have they evolved? And why do we still so desperately need them?
A history of myth is a history of humanity, Karen Armstrong argues in this insightful and eloquent
book: our stories and beliefs, our curiosity and attempts to understand the world, link us to our
ancestors and each other. This is a brilliant and thought-provoking introduction to myth in the
broadest sense–from Palaeolithic times to the “Great Western Transformation” of the last 500
years–and why we dismiss it only at our peril.
  a little history of religion: A Little History of Art Charlotte Mullins, 2022-01-01 A thrilling
journey through 100,000 years of art, from the first artworks ever made to art's central role in



culture today This lively volume is ideal for the precocious high-schooler, the lazy collegian . . . and
any adult who wishes for greater mastery of the subject. . . . Mullins leav[es] readers with an
expansive, no-regrets appreciation of art and the human story.--Meghan Cox Gurdon, Wall Street
Journal A fresh take on art history as we know it.--Katy Hessel, The Great Women Artists Podcast
Charlotte Mullins brings art to life through the stories of those who created it and, importantly,
reframes who is included in the narrative to create a more diverse and exciting landscape of art. She
shows how art can help us see the world differently and understand our place in it, how it helps us
express ourselves, fuels our creativity and contributes to our overall wellbeing and positive mental
health. Why did our ancestors make art? What did art mean to them and what does their art mean
for us today? Why is art even important at all? Mullins introduces readers to the Terracotta Army
and Nok sculptures, Renaissance artists such as Giotto and Michelangelo, trailblazers including
Käthe Kollwitz, Pablo Picasso, Frida Kahlo, and contemporary artists who create art as resistance,
such as Ai Weiwei and Shirin Neshat. She also restores forgotten artists such as Sofonisba
Anguissola, Guan Daosheng and Jacob Lawrence, and travels to the Niger valley, Peru, Java, Rapa
Nui and Australia, to broaden our understanding of what art is and should be. This extraordinary
journey through 100,000 years celebrates art's crucial place in understanding our collective culture
and history.
  a little history of religion: The Immortality Key Brian C. Muraresku, 2020-09-29 THE NEW
YORK TIMES BESTSELLER As seen on The Joe Rogan Experience! A groundbreaking dive into the
role psychedelics have played in the origins of Western civilization, and the real-life quest for the
Holy Grail that could shake the Church to its foundations. The most influential religious historian of
the 20th century, Huston Smith, once referred to it as the best-kept secret in history. Did the
Ancient Greeks use drugs to find God? And did the earliest Christians inherit the same, secret
tradition? A profound knowledge of visionary plants, herbs and fungi passed from one generation to
the next, ever since the Stone Age? There is zero archaeological evidence for the original Eucharist –
the sacred wine said to guarantee life after death for those who drink the blood of Jesus. The Holy
Grail and its miraculous contents have never been found. In the absence of any hard data, whatever
happened at the Last Supper remains an article of faith for today’s 2.5 billion Christians. In an
unprecedented search for answers, The Immortality Key examines the archaic roots of the ritual that
is performed every Sunday for nearly one third of the planet. Religion and science converge to paint
a radical picture of Christianity’s founding event. And after centuries of debate, to solve history’s
greatest puzzle. Before the birth of Jesus, the Ancient Greeks found salvation in their own
sacraments. Sacred beverages were routinely consumed as part of the so-called Ancient Mysteries –
elaborate rites that led initiates to the brink of death. The best and brightest from Athens and Rome
flocked to the spiritual capital of Eleusis, where a holy beer unleashed heavenly visions for two
thousand years. Others drank the holy wine of Dionysus to become one with the god. In the 1970s,
renegade scholars claimed this beer and wine – the original sacraments of Western civilization –
were spiked with mind-altering drugs. In recent years, vindication for the disgraced theory has been
quietly mounting in the laboratory. The constantly advancing fields of archaeobotany and
archaeochemistry have hinted at the enduring use of hallucinogenic drinks in antiquity. And with a
single dose of psilocybin, the psychopharmacologists at Johns Hopkins and NYU are now turning
self-proclaimed atheists into instant believers. But the smoking gun remains elusive. If these
sacraments survived for thousands of years in our remote prehistory, from the Stone Age to the
Ancient Greeks, did they also survive into the age of Jesus? Was the Eucharist of the earliest
Christians, in fact, a psychedelic Eucharist? With an unquenchable thirst for evidence, Muraresku
takes the reader on his twelve-year global hunt for proof. He tours the ruins of Greece with its
government archaeologists. He gains access to the hidden collections of the Louvre to show the
continuity from pagan to Christian wine. He unravels the Ancient Greek of the New Testament with
the world’s most controversial priest. He spelunks into the catacombs under the streets of Rome to
decipher the lost symbols of Christianity’s oldest monuments. He breaches the secret archives of the
Vatican to unearth manuscripts never before translated into English. And with leads from the



archaeological chemists at UPenn and MIT, he unveils the first scientific data for the ritual use of
psychedelic drugs in classical antiquity. The Immortality Key reconstructs the suppressed history of
women consecrating a forbidden, drugged Eucharist that was later banned by the Church Fathers.
Women who were then targeted as witches during the Inquisition, when Europe’s sacred
pharmacology largely disappeared. If the scientists of today have resurrected this technology, then
Christianity is in crisis. Unless it returns to its roots. Featuring a Foreword by Graham Hancock, the
NYT bestselling author of America Before.
  a little history of religion: How Religion Evolved Robin Dunbar, 2022 For as long as history
has been with us, religion has been a feature of human life. There is no known culture for which we
have an ethnographic or an archaeological record that does not have some form of religion. Even in
the secular societies that have become more common in the past few centuries, there are people
who consider themselves religious and aspire to practise the rituals of their religion. These religions
vary in form, style and size from small cults numbering a few hundred people centred around a
charismatic leader to worldwide organizations numbering tens, or even hundreds, of millions of
adherents with representations in every country. Some, like Buddhism, take an individualistic stance
(your salvation is entirely in your own hands), some like the older Abrahamic religions view salvation
as more of a collective activity through the performance of appropriate rituals, and a few (Judaism is
one) have no formal concept of an afterlife. Some like Christianity and Islam believe in a single all-
powerful God,
  a little history of religion: Have a Little Faith Mitch Albom, 2011-06-14 What if our beliefs
were not what divided us, but what pulled us together? In Have a Little Faith, Mitch Albom offers a
beautifully written story of a remarkable eight-year journey between two worlds -- two men, two
faiths, two communities -- that will inspire readers everywhere. Albom's first nonfiction book since
Tuesdays with Morrie, Have a Little Faith begins with an unusual request: an eighty-two-year-old
rabbi from Albom's old hometown asks him to deliver his eulogy. Feeling unworthy, Albom insists on
understanding the man better, which throws him back into a world of faith he'd left years ago.
Meanwhile, closer to his current home, Albom becomes involved with a Detroit pastor -- a reformed
drug dealer and convict -- who preaches to the poor and homeless in a decaying church with a hole
in its roof. Moving between their worlds, Christian and Jewish, African-American and white,
impoverished and well-to-do, Albom observes how these very different men employ faith similarly in
fighting for survival: the older, suburban rabbi embracing it as death approaches; the younger,
inner-city pastor relying on it to keep himself and his church afloat. As America struggles with hard
times and people turn more to their beliefs, Albom and the two men of God explore issues that
perplex modern man: how to endure when difficult things happen; what heaven is; intermarriage;
forgiveness; doubting God; and the importance of faith in trying times. Although the texts, prayers,
and histories are different, Albom begins to recognize a striking unity between the two worlds -- and
indeed, between beliefs everywhere. In the end, as the rabbi nears death and a harsh winter
threatens the pastor's wobbly church, Albom sadly fulfills the rabbi's last request and writes the
eulogy. And he finally understands what both men had been teaching all along: the profound comfort
of believing in something bigger than yourself. Have a Little Faith is a book about a life's purpose;
about losing belief and finding it again; about the divine spark inside us all. It is one man's journey,
but it is everyone's story. Ten percent of the profits from this book will go to charity, including The
Hole In The Roof Foundation, which helps refurbish places of worship that aid the homeless.
  a little history of religion: The Black Church Henry Louis Gates, Jr., 2021-02-16 The instant
New York Times bestseller and companion book to the PBS series. “Absolutely brilliant . . . A
necessary and moving work.” —Eddie S. Glaude, Jr., author of Begin Again “Engaging. . . . In Gates’s
telling, the Black church shines bright even as the nation itself moves uncertainly through the
gloaming, seeking justice on earth—as it is in heaven.” —Jon Meacham, New York Times Book
Review From the New York Times bestselling author of Stony the Road and The Black Box, and one
of our most important voices on the African American experience, comes a powerful new history of
the Black church as a foundation of Black life and a driving force in the larger freedom struggle in



America. For the young Henry Louis Gates, Jr., growing up in a small, residentially segregated West
Virginia town, the church was a center of gravity—an intimate place where voices rose up in song
and neighbors gathered to celebrate life's blessings and offer comfort amid its trials and tribulations.
In this tender and expansive reckoning with the meaning of the Black Church in America, Gates
takes us on a journey spanning more than five centuries, from the intersection of Christianity and
the transatlantic slave trade to today’s political landscape. At road’s end, and after Gates’s
distinctive meditation on the churches of his childhood, we emerge with a new understanding of the
importance of African American religion to the larger national narrative—as a center of resistance to
slavery and white supremacy, as a magnet for political mobilization, as an incubator of musical and
oratorical talent that would transform the culture, and as a crucible for working through the Black
community’s most critical personal and social issues. In a country that has historically afforded its
citizens from the African diaspora tragically few safe spaces, the Black Church has always been
more than a sanctuary. This fact was never lost on white supremacists: from the earliest days of
slavery, when enslaved people were allowed to worship at all, their meetinghouses were subject to
surveillance and destruction. Long after slavery’s formal eradication, church burnings and bombings
by anti-Black racists continued, a hallmark of the violent effort to suppress the African American
struggle for equality. The past often isn’t even past—Dylann Roof committed his slaughter in the
Mother Emanuel AME Church 193 years after it was first burned down by white citizens of
Charleston, South Carolina, following a thwarted slave rebellion. But as Gates brilliantly shows, the
Black church has never been only one thing. Its story lies at the heart of the Black political struggle,
and it has produced many of the Black community’s most notable leaders. At the same time, some
churches and denominations have eschewed political engagement and exemplified practices of
exclusion and intolerance that have caused polarization and pain. Those tensions remain today, as a
rising generation demands freedom and dignity for all within and beyond their communities,
regardless of race, sex, or gender. Still, as a source of faith and refuge, spiritual sustenance and
struggle against society’s darkest forces, the Black Church has been central, as this enthralling
history makes vividly clear.
  a little history of religion: Losing My Religion William Lobdell, 2009-03-06 William Lobdell's
journey of faith—and doubt—may be the most compelling spiritual memoir of our time. Lobdell
became a born-again Christian in his late 20s when personal problems—including a failed
marriage—drove him to his knees in prayer. As a newly minted evangelical, Lobdell—a veteran
journalist—noticed that religion wasn't covered well in the mainstream media, and he prayed for the
Lord to put him on the religion beat at a major newspaper. In 1998, his prayers were answered when
the Los Angeles Times asked him to write about faith. Yet what happened over the next eight years
was a roller-coaster of inspiration, confusion, doubt, and soul-searching as his reporting and
experiences slowly chipped away at his faith. While reporting on hundreds of stories, he witnessed a
disturbing gap between the tenets of various religions and the behaviors of the faithful and their
leaders. He investigated religious institutions that acted less ethically than corrupt Wall St. firms.
He found few differences between the morals of Christians and atheists. As this evidence piled up,
he started to fear that God didn't exist. He explored every doubt, every question—until, finally, his
faith collapsed. After the paper agreed to reassign him, he wrote a personal essay in the summer of
2007 that became an international sensation for its honest exploration of doubt. Losing My Religion
is a book about life's deepest questions that speaks to everyone: Lobdell understands the longings
and satisfactions of the faithful, as well as the unrelenting power of doubt. How he faced that power,
and wrestled with it, is must reading for people of faith and nonbelievers alike.
  a little history of religion: Breaking the Spell Daniel C. Dennett, 2006-02-02 The New York
Times bestseller – a “crystal-clear, constantly engaging” (Jared Diamond) exploration of the role that
religious belief plays in our lives and our interactions For all the thousands of books that have been
written about religion, few until this one have attempted to examine it scientifically: to ask why—and
how—it has shaped so many lives so strongly. Is religion a product of blind evolutionary instinct or
rational choice? Is it truly the best way to live a moral life? Ranging through biology, history, and



psychology, Daniel C. Dennett charts religion’s evolution from “wild” folk belief to “domesticated”
dogma. Not an antireligious screed but an unblinking look beneath the veil of orthodoxy, Breaking
the Spell will be read and debated by believers and skeptics alike.
  a little history of religion: Religion and American Culture George M. Marsden, 2018-09-06
While Americans still profess to be one of the most religious people in the industrialized world, many
aspects of American culture have long been secular and materialistic. That is just one of the many
paradoxes, contradictions, and surprises in the relationship between Christianity and American
culture. In this book George Marsden, a leading historian of American Christianity and
award-winning author, tells the story of that relationship in a concise and thought-provoking way.
Surveying the history of religion and American culture from the days of the earliest European
settlers right up through the elections of 2016, Marsden offers the kind of historically and religiously
informed scholarship that has made him one of the nation’s most respected and decorated
historians. Students in the classroom and history readers of all ages will benefit from engaging with
the story Marsden tells.
  a little history of religion: The Territories of Science and Religion Peter Harrison,
2015-04-06 Peter Harrison takes what we think we know about science and religion, dismantles it,
and puts it back together again in a provocative new way. It is a mistake to assume, as most do, that
the activities and achievements that are usually labeled religious and scientific have been more or
less enduring features of the cultural landscape of the West. Harrison, by setting out the history of
science and religion to see when and where they come into being and to trace their mutations over
timereveals how distinctively Western and modern they are. Only in the past few hundred years have
religious beliefs and practices been bounded by a common notion and set apart from the secular.
And the idea of the natural sciences as discrete activities conducted in isolation from religious and
moral concerns is even more recent, dating from the nineteenth century. Putting the so-called
opposition between religion and science into historical perspective, as Harrison does here for the
first time, has profound implications for our understanding of the present and future relations
between them.
  a little history of religion: A Short History of Christianity Geoffrey Blainey, 2011-10-26 For
2000 years, Christianity has had a varying but immense influence on world history. Who better,
then, than Geoffrey Blainey, author of the best-selling Short History of the World and one of
Australia's most accomplished historians, to bring us a history of this world-changing religion. A
Short History of Christianity vividly describes many of the significant players in the religion's rise
and fall through the ages, from Jesus himself to Francis of Assisi, Martin Luther, Francis Xavier,
John Wesley and even the Beatles, who claimed to be 'more popular than Jesus'. Blainey takes us into
the world of the mainstream worshippers – the housewives, the stonemasons – and traces the rise of
the critics of Christ and his followers. With his characteristic curiosity and storytelling skill, Blainey
considers Christianity's central place in world history. Will it remain in the centre? As Blainey
observes in his eminently readable account, the story of Christianity is one of many ups and downs.
'Extraordinary.' Herald Sun 'A well-researched journey of faith through history' Courier-Mail 'Told
with a deceptive simplicity that will compel {readers}.' Weekend Australian 'Irresistible . . .
[Blainey] maintains an informative and enthusiastic style.' Australian Book Review
  a little history of religion: A Little Book of Language David Crystal, 2025-04-08 A lively
journey through the story of language, from an infant's first word to the languages of the internet
Language never leaves you alone. It's there in your head, helping you think. It's there to help you
make relationships - and to break them. It's there to remind you who you are and where you come
from. From the first words of an infant to texting and emojis, languages are full of mysteries and
quirks. In this entertaining book, renowned author David Crystal sheds light on the development of
unique linguistic styles, the origins of obscure accents, and the search for the first written word.
Little Histories - Inspiring Guides for Curious Minds
  a little history of religion: Religion is for Fools! (Revised 2013) Bill Medley, 2012-12-01 As a
religious sceptic, Bill Medley investigates the five major world religions: Buddhism, Christianity,



Hinduism, Islam and Judaism, from a layman's perspective. He attempts to see what can be known, if
anything, about a 'God' or an 'afterlife' from logic and tangible evidence. Originally written as a
letter to his sister-in-law, in Religion is For Fools! he shares his findings with her and tries to
address her objections. Bill Medley worked as a professional entertainer for fifteen years. His
stand-up comedy routines sometimes included satires on religion. Here he gives it a more serious
examination. 'Absolutely brilliant! ... If all those who argue over religion had a copy of this book it
would revolutionise the relationship between me and my bank manager.' Bill Medley 'This book has
dramatically changed my whole attitude towards typing.' Diana Medley (wife)
  a little history of religion: The First Thousand Years Robert Louis Wilken, 2012-11-27
Describes the first 1,000 years of Christian history, from the early practices and beliefs through the
conversion of Constantine as well as documenting its growth to communities in Ethiopia, Armenia,
Central Asia, India and China.
  a little history of religion: Principal Writings on Religion Including Dialogues
Concerning Natural Religion and the Natural History of Religion David Hume, 1993 Presents
four works that are central to the 18th-century Scottish philosopher's campaign against organized
religion. The three posthumous essays were probably written at the height of his campaign, but he
dropped the project on advice from a friend. The spelling, capitalization, and punctuation are
modernized and the speakers of each dialogue are identified with bold type. First published in 1980.
No index. Paper edition (unseen), $5.95. Annotation copyrighted by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR
  a little history of religion: The Sociology of Religion George Lundskow, 2008-06-10 Using a
lively narrative, The Sociology of Religion is an insightful text that investigates the facts of religion
in all its great diversity, including its practices and beliefs, and then analyzes actual examples of
religious developments using relevant conceptual frameworks. As a result, students actively engage
in the discovery, learning, and analytical processes as they progress through the text. Organized
around essential topics and real-life issues, this unique text examines religion both as an object of
sociological analysis as well as a device for seeking personal meaning in life. The book provides
sociological perspectives on religion while introducing students to relevant research from
interdisciplinary scholarship. Sidebar features and photographs of religious figures bring the text to
life for readers. Key Features Uses substantive and truly contemporary real-life religious issues of
current interest to engage the reader in a way few other texts do Combines theory with empirical
examples drawn from the United States and around the world, emphasizing a critical and analytical
perspective that encourages better understanding of the material presented Features discussions of
emergent religions, consumerism, and the link between religion, sports, and other forms of popular
culture Draws upon interdisciplinary literature, helping students appreciate the contributions of
other disciplines while primarily developing an understanding of the sociology of religion
Accompanied by High-Quality Ancillaries! Instructor Resources on CD contain chapter outlines,
summaries, multiple-choice questions, essay questions, and short answer questions as well as
illustrations from the book. C Intended Audience This core text is designed for upper-level
undergraduate students of Sociology of Religion or Religion and Politics.
  a little history of religion: A Little History of Poetry John Carey, 2020-04-21 A vital, engaging,
and hugely enjoyable guide to poetry, from ancient times to the present, by one of our greatest
champions of literature The Times and Sunday Times, Best Books of 2020 “[A] fizzing, exhilarating
book.”—Sebastian Faulks, Sunday Times What is poetry? If music is sound organized in a particular
way, poetry is a way of organizing language. It is language made special so that it will be
remembered and valued. It does not always work—over the centuries countless thousands of poems
have been forgotten. But this Little History is about some that have not. John Carey tells the stories
behind the world’s greatest poems, from the oldest surviving one written nearly four thousand years
ago to those being written today. Carey looks at poets whose works shape our views of the world,
such as Dante, Chaucer, Shakespeare, Whitman, and Yeats. He also looks at more recent poets, like
Derek Walcott, Marianne Moore, and Maya Angelou, who have started to question what makes a
poem “great” in the first place. For readers both young and old, this little history shines a light for



readers on the richness of the world’s poems—and the elusive quality that makes them all the more
enticing.
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