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Abstract: The adage "a language is a dialect with an army and navy" encapsulates the
complex interplay between linguistic variation, political power, and social prestige. This
analysis delves into the sociolinguistic implications of this statement, examining how
military and political strength influence the codification and standardization of languages,
often at the expense of minority dialects. We will explore the historical and contemporary
manifestations of this phenomenon, considering its impact on language endangerment,
cultural identity, and the ongoing debates surrounding language policy. The assertion "a
language is a dialect with an army and navy" serves as a powerful lens through which to
understand the inherently political nature of language.

1. The Power Dynamics Embedded in "A Language is a
Dialect with an Army and Navy"

The pithy statement, "a language is a dialect with an army and navy," effectively highlights
the role of political and military might in shaping linguistic landscapes. It's not simply a
matter of inherent linguistic differences; the perception and status of a language are
profoundly influenced by the power structures that support it. A dialect, often marginalized
and lacking official recognition, can transform into a language through state-sponsored
standardization, education policies, and the widespread adoption enforced, often implicitly,
by the apparatus of the state. This assertion, "a language is a dialect with an army and



navy," underscores the arbitrary nature of the language-dialect distinction, demonstrating
that sociopolitical factors, rather than purely linguistic criteria, play a dominant role.

Consider the historical development of standard English. Various dialects existed across
England before a standardized version, largely based on the London dialect, gained
prominence. This wasn't a purely linguistic evolution; it was significantly influenced by the
rise of England as a global power and the subsequent spread of its language through
colonization and trade. The "army and navy" facilitated the dissemination and imposition of
this standardized form, relegating other dialects to the periphery. The maxim, "a language
is a dialect with an army and navy," perfectly encapsulates this process.

2. The Impact on Language Endangerment and
Linguistic Diversity

The adage, "a language is a dialect with an army and navy," has dire consequences for
linguistic diversity. As dominant languages, often backed by powerful states, expand their
influence, many minority languages and dialects face marginalization and even extinction.
The lack of institutional support, educational resources, and media representation
contributes to their decline. The assertion, "a language is a dialect with an army and navy,"
exposes the systemic inequality that underlies language endangerment. Many indigenous
languages, lacking the political backing to secure official status, struggle to survive in the
face of dominant languages promoted by powerful nations. The lack of an "army and navy"
translates directly into the loss of cultural heritage and linguistic diversity.

3. Current Trends and the Relevance of "A Language is
a Dialect with an Army and Navy"

The statement remains strikingly relevant in the contemporary world. Globalization has
intensified the power dynamics at play, with certain languages - particularly English -
achieving global dominance. This dominance is not solely based on linguistic merits but is
profoundly shaped by the economic and political influence of countries where these
languages are spoken. The digital age, while offering new opportunities for language
preservation and revitalization, also poses new challenges. The dominance of certain
languages online further reinforces existing power structures, making it harder for minority
languages to gain a foothold. "A language is a dialect with an army and navy" continues to
resonate, reflecting the continued struggle for linguistic justice and the preservation of
diverse linguistic landscapes.

4. Challenging the Dichotomy: Reframing the Debate

While the adage, "a language is a dialect with an army and navy," powerfully captures the
political aspects of language, it’s crucial to avoid essentializing the language-dialect
distinction. It is not a clear-cut dichotomy. The statement itself, "a language is a dialect
with an army and navy," provokes critical examination of the inherent biases embedded in
categorizing languages and dialects. We need to move beyond simplistic classifications and
engage in a nuanced understanding of the complex factors shaping linguistic landscapes.
This includes acknowledging the social and cultural value of all languages and dialects,



regardless of their political power.

5. Language Policy and the Implementation of "A
Language is a Dialect with an Army and Navy"

Language policies often reflect and reinforce the power dynamics embedded in the
statement, "a language is a dialect with an army and navy." Official language policies can
actively promote certain languages while marginalizing others. This can have significant
implications for education, access to services, and social mobility. Recognizing the impact
of language policy is vital to understanding how the assertion, "a language is a dialect with
an army and navy," plays out in practice. Careful consideration of language planning and
policy is needed to foster linguistic equity and preserve linguistic diversity.

Conclusion

The statement "a language is a dialect with an army and navy" remains a powerful and
insightful observation about the sociopolitical forces that shape the world's linguistic
landscape. While it highlights the inherent power imbalances in the language world, it also
serves as a call to action. We must critically examine the ways in which political and
economic forces influence language standardization and preservation. A more equitable
future requires a shift away from the dominance of a few powerful languages and towards a
greater appreciation and support for linguistic diversity. Ultimately, understanding the
dynamics embedded in the phrase, "a language is a dialect with an army and navy," is
crucial for creating more inclusive and just linguistic environments.

FAQs:

1. What is the difference between a language and a dialect? The distinction is often
sociopolitical rather than purely linguistic. A "language" typically enjoys official status,
widespread use, and institutional support, while a "dialect" may lack these. The
maxim, "a language is a dialect with an army and navy," exemplifies this.

1. How does language standardization impact linguistic diversity? Standardization often
leads to the marginalization or even extinction of minority languages and dialects. The
statement "a language is a dialect with an army and navy" highlights this power
dynamic.

1. What role does language policy play in shaping language use? Language policies
determine which languages are promoted and supported, influencing access to
education, employment, and other resources. This reinforces the concept behind "a



language is a dialect with an army and navy".

1. What are some examples of languages that gained prominence through political
power? Standard English, French, and Spanish are examples of languages whose
spread was facilitated by political and military dominance, illustrating the statement
"a language is a dialect with an army and navy".

1. How can we promote linguistic diversity in a globalized world? Through supportive
language policies, multilingual education, and the promotion of language revitalization
efforts, challenging the implications of "a language is a dialect with an army and
navy".

1. What is linguistic nationalism, and how does it relate to the statement? Linguistic
nationalism is the association of a specific language with a national identity, often
leading to the suppression of other languages, directly mirroring "a language is a
dialect with an army and navy".

1. Is the "army and navy" metaphor always applicable? No, the metaphor highlights
power dynamics, but other factors, such as cultural prestige and communicative need,
also influence language adoption.

1. How does technology impact language diversity? Technology can both hinder and help
linguistic diversity. While it can facilitate language preservation and learning, it can
also reinforce the dominance of certain languages, reflecting the essence of "a
language is a dialect with an army and navy".

1. What are the ethical considerations related to language dominance? The dominance
of certain languages can lead to linguistic inequality, impacting access to education,
opportunities, and cultural preservation. This underscores the critical importance of
addressing the implications of "a language is a dialect with an army and navy".
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Investigates how social attitudes towards different languages contribute to linguistic
inequality.

a language is a dialect with an army and navy: An Introduction to Sociolinguistics Ronald
Wardhaugh, 2011-08-10 This comprehensive new edition of Wardhaugh's textbook incorporates
additional study features and numerous new and updated references to bring the book completely
up-to-date, whilst maintaining the features that made the book so popular with lecturers and
students: accessible coverage of a wide range of issues, clearly written, and with useful student
study features. A fully revised new edition of Ronald Wardhaugh’s popular introduction to
sociolinguistics, which now includes over 150 new and updated references and new study features
throughout Features new “Explorations” sections in each chapter incorporating suggested readings,
discussion sections, and exercises - all designed to encourage students to develop their own skills
and ideas Reflects new developments in the field, providing greater focus on ideas such as identity,
solidarity, and markedness Provides balanced coverage of a range of topics, including: language
dialects, pidgins and Creoles, codes, bilingualism, speech communities, variation, words and culture,
ethnographies, solidarity and politeness, talk and action, gender, disadvantage, and planning
Comprehensive and accessible, it is the ideal introduction for students coming to sociolinguistics for
the first time

a language is a dialect with an army and navy: The Philosophy of Science Sahotra Sarkar,
Jessica Pfeifer, 2006 The first in-depth reference to the field that combines scientific knowledge with
philosophical inquiry, this encyclopedia brings together a team of leading scholars to provide nearly
150 entries on the essential concepts in the philosophy of science. The areas covered include
biology, chemistry, epistemology and metaphysics, physics, psychology and mind, the social
sciences, and key figures in the combined studies of science and philosophy. (Midwest).

a language is a dialect with an army and navy: Encyclopedia of Bilingualism and
Bilingual Education Colin Baker, Sylvia Prys Jones, 1998 This encyclopedia is divided into three
sections: individual bilingualism; bilingualism in society and bilingual education. It includes many
pictures, graphs, maps and diagrams. The book concludes with a comprehensive bibliography on
bilingualism.

a language is a dialect with an army and navy: Hitler's Professors Max Weinreich,
1999-01-01 This classic book examines the role of leading scholars, philosophers, historians, and
scientists—in Hitler’s rise to power and eventual war of extermination against the Jews. Written in
1946 by one of the greatest scholars of European Jewish history and culture, it is now reissued with
a new introduction by the prominent historian Martin Gilbert.Dr. Weinreich's main thesis is that
‘German scholarship provided the ideas and techniques that led to and justified unparalleled
slaughter.’. . . In its implications and honest presentation of the facts [this book] constitutes the best
guide to the nature of Nazi terror that I have read so far.—Hannah Arendt, CommentaryMr.
Weinreich's book, by the wealth of its material and by its intelligent approach, offers the reader—in
addition to a thorough treatment of the Jewish aspect—many opportunities to think about the role of
scholarship in a totalitarian society.—Hans Kohn, New York Times Book ReviewBuilding, in the
immediate aftermath of the war, on a formidable bibliography of books, pamphlets, and articles,
Weinreich provides erudite evidence of the scale and ramifications of Nazi support in German
intellectual life.—Martin Gilbert, from the introduction.

a language is a dialect with an army and navy: The Power of Babel John McWhorter,
2003-01-07 There are approximately six thousand languages on Earth today, each a descendant of
the tongue first spoken by Homo sapiens some 150,000 years ago. While laying out how languages
mix and mutate over time, linguistics professor John McWhorter reminds us of the variety within the




species that speaks them, and argues that, contrary to popular perception, language is not
immutable and hidebound, but a living, dynamic entity that adapts itself to an ever-changing human
environment. Full of humor and imaginative insight, The Power of Babel draws its illustrative
examples from languages around the world, including pidgins, Creoles, and nonstandard dialects.

a language is a dialect with an army and navy: Discovering Speech, Words, and Mind Dani
Byrd, Toben H. Mintz, 2010-04-12 Written in a lively style, Discovering Speech, Words, and Mind
applies a scientific approach to the study of various aspects of speech, using everyday examples to
introduce the beginning student to the world of language and cognition. An accessible introduction
to the fundamentals of speech production, speech perception, word-formation, language acquisition
and speech disorders Considers how the informational content of the speech signal relates to
phonological units - connecting the three areas of speech, words, and mind Focuses on speech
production and recognition at the word-level and below, and includes sign languages Written in a
highly accessible style for students with no background in linguistics or psychology Packed with
numerous student-friendly features, including engaging examples, illustrations, and sidebars for
further discussion; further online exercises and data also available at
http://www.discoveringspeech.wiley.com/

a language is a dialect with an army and navy: Language Or Dialect? Raf Van Rooy, 2020
This book explores the intriguing and complex history of the language/dialect distinction, a puzzle
which has long fascinated linguists and laypeople alike. It takes the reader from the prehistory of the
distinction in antiquity, through the crucial early modern period, up to the approaches to language
and dialect adopted in modern linguistics.

a language is a dialect with an army and navy: Introducing Linguistics Joyce Bruhn de
Garavito, John W. Schwieter, 2021-01-21 Everything we do involves language. Assuming no prior
knowledge, this book offers students a contemporary introduction to the study of language. Each
thought-provoking chapter is accessible to readers from a variety of fields, and is helpfully organized
across six parts: sound; structure and meaning; language typologies and change; language and
social aspects; language acquisition; and language, cognition, and the brain. The book's companion
website also offers three brief chapters on language and computers; animal communication; and
dialectal varieties of English. The chapters feature illustrative tables, figures and maps, along with
three types of pedagogical boxes (Linguistic Tidbits; Pause and Reflect; and Eyes on World
Languages) that break up text, contextualize information, and provide colourful accents that give
real data from languages across the globe. Key words are bolded and defined in a glossary at the
end of the book, while end-of-chapter summaries and practice exercises reinforce the key points
discussed.

a language is a dialect with an army and navy: Cross-Language Relations in
Composition Bruce Horner, Min-Zhan Lu, Paul Kei Matsuda, 2010-05-09 Cross-Language Relations
in Composition brings together the foremost scholars in the fields of composition, second language
writing, education, and literacy studies to address the limitations of the tacit English-only policy
prevalent in composition pedagogy and research and to suggest changes for the benefit of writing
students and instructors throughout the United States. Recognizing the growing linguistic diversity
of students and faculty, the ongoing changes in the English language as a result of globalization, and
the increasingly blurred categories of native, foreign, and second language English speakers, editors
Bruce Horner, Min-Zhan Lu, and Paul Kei Matsuda have compiled a groundbreaking anthology of
essays that contest the dominance of English monolingualism in the study and teaching of
composition and encourage the pursuit of approaches that embrace multilingualism and
cross-language writing as the norm for teaching and research. The nine chapters comprising part 1
of the collection focus on the origins of the “English only” bias dominating U.S. composition classes
and present alternative methods of teaching and research that challenge this monolingualism. In
part 2, nine composition teachers and scholars representing a variety of theoretical, institutional,
and professional perspectives propose new, compelling, and concrete ways to understand and teach
composition to students of a “global,” plural English, a language evolving in a multilingual world.



Drawing on recent theoretical work on genre, complexity, performance and identity, as well as
postcolonialism, Cross-Language Relations in Composition offers a radically new approach to
composition teaching and research, one that will prove invaluable to all who teach writing in today’s
multilingual college classroom.

a language is a dialect with an army and navy: A Word A Day Anu Garg, 2010-12-21 Anu
Garg's many readers await their A Word A Day rations hungrily. Now at last here's a feast for them
and other verbivores. Eat up! -Barbara Wallraff Senior Editor at The Atlantic Monthly and author of
Word Court Praise for A Word a Day AWADies will be familiar with Anu Garg's refreshing approach
to words: words are fun and they have fascinating histories. The people who use them have curious
stories to tell too, and this collection incorporates some of the correspondence received by the
editors at the AWAD site, from advice on how to outsmart your opponent in a duel (or even a truel)
to a cluster of your favorite mondegreens. -John Simpson, Chief Editor, Oxford English Dictionary A
banquet of words! Feast and be nourished! -Richard Lederer, author of The Miracle of Language
Written by the founder of the wildly popular A Word A Day Web site (www.wordsmith.org), this
collection of unusual, obscure, and exotic English words will delight writers, scholars, crossword
puzzlers, and word buffs of every ilk. The words are grouped in intriguing categories that range
from Portmanteaux to Words That Make the Spell-Checker Ineffective. each entry includes a concise
definition, etymology, and usage example-and many feature fascinating and hilarious commentaries
by A Word A Day subscribers and the authors.

a language is a dialect with an army and navy: Language History, Language Change,
and Language Relationship Hans Henrich Hock, Brian D. Joseph, 2009-08-17 Why does language
change? Why can we speak to and understand our parents but have trouble reading Shakespeare?
Why is Chaucer's English of the fourteenth century so different from Modern English of the late
twentieth century that the two are essentially different languages? Why are Americans and English
‘one people divided by a common language'? And how can the language of Chaucer and Modern
English - or Modern British and American English - still be called the same language? The present
book provides answers to questions like these in a straightforward way, aimed at the non-specialist,
with ample illustrations from both familiar and more exotic languages. Most chapters in this new
edition have been reworked, with some difficult passages removed, other passages thoroughly
rewritten, and several new sections added, e.g. on language and race and on Indian writing systems.
Further, the chapter notes and bibliography have all been updated. The content is engaging,
focusing on topics and issues that spark student interest. Its goals are broadly pedagogical and the
level and presentation are appropriate for interested beginners with little or no background in
linguistics. The language coverage for examples goes well beyond what is usual for books of this
kind, with a considerable amount of data from various languages of India.

a language is a dialect with an army and navy: Languages: A Very Short Introduction
Stephen R. Anderson, 2012-06-28 How many languages are there? What differentiates one language
from another? Are new languages still being discovered? Why are so many languages disappearing?
These are some of the questions considered in this Very Short Introduction. By examining the
science of languages, we find that the answers are not as simple as we might expect.

a language is a dialect with an army and navy: Hacking Chinese Olle Linge, 2016-03-26
Learning Chinese can be frustrating and difficult, partly because it's very different from European
languages. Following a teacher, textbook or language course is not enough. They show you the
characters, words and grammar you need to become proficient in Chinese, but they don't teach you
how to learn them! Regardless of what program you're in (if any), you need to take responsibility for
your own learning. If you don't, you will miss many important things that aren't included in the
course you're taking. If you study on your own, you need to be even more aware of what you need to
do, what you're doing at the moment and the difference between them. Here are some of the
questions I have asked and have since been asked many times by students: How do I learn
characters efficiently? How do I get the most out of my course or teacher? Which are the best
learning tools and resources? How can I become fluent in Mandarin? How can I improve my




pronunciation? How do I learn successfully on my own? How can I motivate myself to study more?
How can I fit learning Chinese into a busy schedule? The answers I've found to these questions and
many others form the core of this book. It took eight years of learning, researching, teaching and
writing to figure these things out. Not everybody has the time to do that! I can't go back in time and
help myself learn in a better way, but I can help you! This book is meant for normal students and
independent language learners alike. While it covers all major areas of learning, you won't learn
Chinese just by reading this book. It's like when someone on TV teaches you how to cook: you won't
get to eat the delicious dish just by watching the program; you have to do the cooking yourself.
That's true for this book as well. When you apply what you learn, it will boost your learning, making
every hour you spend count for more, but you still have to do the learning yourself. This is what a
few readers have said about the book: The book had me nodding at a heap of things I'd learnt the
hard way, wishing I knew them when I started, as well as highlighting areas that I'm currently
missing in my study. - Geoff van der Meer, VP engineering This publication is like a bible for anyone
serious about Chinese proficiency. It's easy for anyone to read and written with scientific precision. -
Zachary Danz, foreign teacher, children's theatre artist About me I started learning Chinese when I
was 23 (that's more than eight years ago now) and have since studied in many different situations,
including serious immersion programs abroad, high-intensity programs in Sweden, online courses,
as well as on the side while working or studying other things. I have also successfully used my
Chinese in a graduate program for teaching Chinese as a second language, taught entirely in
Chinese mostly for native speakers (the Graduate Institute for Teaching Chinese as a Second
Language at National Taiwan Normal University). All these parts have contributed to my website,
Hacking Chinese, where I write regularly about how to learn Mandarin.

a language is a dialect with an army and navy: Multimodality in Canadian Black
Feminist Writing Maria Caridad Casas, 2009 This book develops a theory of multimodality - the
participation of a text in more than one mode - centred on the poetry/poetics of Lillian Allen, Claire
Harris, Dionne Brand, and Marlene Nourbese Philip. How do these poets represent oral Caribbean
English Creoles (CECs) in writing and negotiate the relationship between the high literary in
Canadian letters and the social and historical meanings of CECs? How do the latter relate to the idea
of female and black? Through fluid use of code- and mode-switching, the movement of Brand and
Philip between creole and standard English, and written orality and standard writing forms part of
their meanings. Allen's eye-spellings precisely indicate stereotypical creole sounds, yet use the
phonological system of standard English. On stage, Allen projects a black female body in the world
and as a speaking subject. She thereby shows that the implication of the written in the literary
excludes her body's language (as performance); and she embodies her poetry to realize a 'language’
alternative to the colonizing literary. Harris's creole writing helps her project a fragmented
personality, a range of dialects enabling quite different personae to emerge within one body. Thus
Harris, Brand, Philip, and Allen both project the identity female and black and explore this social
position in relation to others. Considering textual multimodality opens up a wide range of material
connections. Although written, this poetry is also oral; if oral, then also embodied; if embodied, then
also participating in discourses of race, gender, sexuality, and a host of other systems of social
organization and individual identity. Finally, the semiotic body as a mode (i.e. as a resource for
making meaning) allows written meanings to be made that cannot otherwise be expressed in
writing. In every case, Allen, Philip, Harris, and Brand escape the constraints of dominant media,
refiguring language via dialect and mode to represent a black feminist sensibility.

a language is a dialect with an army and navy: Nine Nasty Words John McWhorter,
2023-10-10 The New York Times bestseller now in paperback. One of the preeminent linguists of our
time examines the realms of language that are considered shocking and taboo in order to
understand what imbues curse words with such power--and why we love them so much. Profanity
has always been a deliciously vibrant part of our lexicon, an integral part of being human. In fact,
our ability to curse comes from a different part of the brain than other parts of speech--the urgency
with which we say f&*k! is instead related to the instinct that tells us to flee from danger. Language



evolves with time, and so does what we consider profane or unspeakable. Nine Nasty Words is a
rollicking examination of profanity, explored from every angle: historical, sociological, political,
linguistic. In a particularly coarse moment, when the public discourse is shaped in part by
once-shocking words, nothing could be timelier.

a language is a dialect with an army and navy: Understanding Linguistic Prejudice Gladis
Massini-Cagliari, Rosane Andrade Berlinck, Angelica Rodrigues, 2023-03-30 This book discusses
linguistic diversity, linguistic prejudice, and language variation and change from a Global South
perspective by analyzing Brazilian Portuguese, Brazilian Sign Language (LIBRAS) and indigenous
languages spoken in Brazil. It brings together studies and reflections on linguistic prejudice and
social discrimination based on data and examples from Brazil and aims to bridge the gap between
academic findings and popular notions related to linguistic diversity to promote language diversity
and fight linguistic intolerance. Chapters in this volume present contributions to understand the
origins and motivations of linguistic prejudice and foster awareness of entrenched opinions
regarding linguistic diversity. The first part of the book brings together chapters analyzing basic
sociolinguistic questions concerning linguistic prejudice based on theoretical discussions and
qualitative research. The second part is composed of chapters that analyze linguistic prejudice in
Brazil in major communities that speak Brazilian Portuguese varieties and minor communities that
speak native and sign languages. Understanding Linguistic Prejudice: Critical Approaches to
Language Diversity in Brazil will be a valuable resource for researchers in sociolinguistics interested
in language diversity, language justice and language policy. It will also be of interest to sociologists,
anthropologists and other social scientist interested in the relationship between language, diversity,
equity and inclusion.

a language is a dialect with an army and navy: Languages and Communities in Early
Modern Europe Peter Burke, 2004-09-16 This book is a cultural history of European languages from
the invention of printing to the French Revolution.

a language is a dialect with an army and navy: Growing Up with Two Languages Una
Cunningham, 2020-02-19 Growing Up with Two Languages provides a highly accessible account of
the stages of language development, describes and evaluates the various systems and strategies that
can be adopted and looks at the problems that can occur when a child is exposed to two languages
and cultures. Combining research-informed advice and the experience of parents raising children as
speakers of a wide range of languages in every populated continent in the world, this book and its
associated web material will answer questions, offer tried and tested strategies to keep children
speaking a minority language, and provide material to enlist the support of the extended family,
teachers and others. The perspective of adults who were themselves raised speaking more than one
language is included. New to this edition is a chapter focusing on families raising children as
speakers of indigenous and threatened languages as well as chapters for teachers and health
professionals who want to know more about multilingual child language development and how they
can support parents to continue speaking their language with their children. With new and updated
first-hand advice, Internet resources and examples throughout, this book also includes a chapter
that introduces important recent research into multilingual children and further reading guides for
those who want to know more. This book is for parents who are raising or plan to raise children as
speakers of more than one language, and for the teachers and healthcare workers who meet and can
support them.

a language is a dialect with an army and navy: The Bilingual Family Edith Esch, Philip Riley,
2003-03-27 An up-to-date, accessible guide for parents of bilingual children.

a language is a dialect with an army and navy: Still More Englishes Manfred Gorlach,
2002-01-01 This monograph comprises eight papers, most of which originated as presentations given
at international conferences or guest lectures. These papers deal with the problematic nature of
English as a global language, and discuss what makes texts authentic and reliable for linguistic
analysis, Scots in Ulster and in Scotland, forms and functions of English in Southeast Asia, the
spread of rhyming slang, and varieties of ELT. The volume concludes with an annotated bibliography




of the most important publications devoted to varieties of English around the world.

a language is a dialect with an army and navy: Deciphering the Rising Sun Roger
Dingman, 2009-07-01 This book is about Americans not of Japanese ancestry, who served as
Japanese language officers in World War II. Covering the period 1940-1945, it describes their
selection, training, and service in the Navy and Marine Corps during the war and their contributions
to maintenance of good relations between America and Japan thereafter. It argues that their service
as “code breakers” and combat interpreters hastened victory and that their cross-cultural
experience and linguistic knowledge facilitated the successful dismantling of the Japanese Empire
and the peaceful occupation of Japan. The book shows how the war changed relations between the
Navy and academia, transformed the lives of these 1200 men and women, and set onetime enemies
on course to enduring friendship. Its purpose is twofold: to reveal an exciting and hitherto unknown
aspect of the Pacific War and to demonstrate the enduring importance of linguistic and
cross-cultural knowledge within America’s armed forces in war and peace alike.The book is meant
for the general reader interested in World War II, as well as academic specialists and other persons
particularly interested in that conflict. It will also appeal to readers with an interest in America’s
intelligence establishment and to those interested in Japan and its relations with the United States.
This history tells and exciting and previously unknown story of men and women whose brains and
devotion to duty enabled them to learn an extraordinarily difficult language and use it in combat and
ashore to hasten Japan'’s defeat and transformation from enemy to friend of America.

a language is a dialect with an army and navy: Stability and Divergence in Language
Contact Kurt Braunmuller, Steffen Hoder, Karoline Kuhl, 2014-11-15 Convergence, i.e. the increase
of inter-systemic similarities, is usually considered the default development in language contact
situations. This volume focuses on the other logical possibilities of diachronic development, namely
stability and divergence - two well-attested, but under-researched phenomena. The contributions
investigate the sociolinguistic and structural factors and mechanisms that lead to or at least
reinforce both types of non-convergence, despite of language contact. The contributions cover a
wide range of language contact situations, including standard and non-standard varieties.

a language is a dialect with an army and navy: Dialectology ]J. K. Chambers, Peter Trudgill,
1998-12-10 As a comprehensive account of all aspects of dialectology this updated edition makes an
ideal introduction to the subject.

a language is a dialect with an army and navy: Languages of the World Asya Pereltsvaig,
2012-02-09 What do all human languages have in common and in what ways are they different? How
can language be used to trace different peoples and their past? Are certain languages similar
because of common descent or language contact? Assuming no prior knowledge of linguistics, this
textbook introduces readers to the rich diversity of human languages, familiarizing students with the
variety and typology of languages around the world. Linguistic terms and concepts are explained, in
the text and in the glossary, and illustrated with simple, accessible examples. Eighteen language
maps and numerous language family charts enable students to place a language geographically or
genealogically. A supporting website includes additional language maps and sound recordings that
can be used to illustrate the peculiarities of the sound systems of various languages. 'Test yourself'
questions throughout the book make it easier for students to analyze data from unfamiliar
languages.

a language is a dialect with an army and navy: Pragmatics of Accents Gaélle
Planchenault, Livia Poljak, 2021-10-15 What impact do accents have on our lives as we interact with
one another? Are accents more than simple sets of phonetic features that allow us to differentiate
from one dialect, variety or style, to the other? What power relationships are at work when we speak
with what those around us perceive as an 'accent'? In the 12 chapters of this volume, an
international group of sociolinguists, applied linguists, anthropologists, and scholars in media
studies, develop an innovative approach that we describe as the ‘pragmatics of accents’. In this
volume, we present a variety of languages and go beyond the traditional structural description of
accents. From ideologies in national contexts, to L2 education, to accent discrimination in the media



and the workplace, this volume embraces a new perspective that focuses on the use of accents as
symbolic resources, and emphasizes the importance of context in the human experience of accents.

a language is a dialect with an army and navy: Cultivating Racial and Linguistic Diversity in
Literacy Teacher Education Marcelle M. Haddix, 2015-10-14 Cultivating Racial and Linguistic
Diversity in Literacy Teacher Education examines how English and literacy teacher education—a
space dominated by White, English-monolingual, middle class perspectives—shapes the experiences
of preservice teachers of color and their construction of a teacher identity. Significant and timely,
this book focuses attention on the unique needs and perspectives of racially and linguistically
diverse preservice teachers in the field of literacy and English education and offers ways to improve
teacher training to better meet the needs of preservice teachers from all racial, ethnic, and linguistic
backgrounds. These changes have the potential to diversify the teacher force and cultivate teachers
who bring rich racial, cultural, and linguistic histories to the field of teaching. Chapters 1, 2, and 3
of this book are freely available as downloadable Open Access PDFs at http://www.taylorfrancis.com
under a Creative Commons Attribution-Non Commercial-No Derivatives (CC-BY-NC-ND) 4.0 license.

a language is a dialect with an army and navy: The Art of Conversation Peter Burke,
2013-04-25 The Art of Conversation is a major contribution to the social history of language - a
relatively new field which has become the focus of lively interdisciplinary debate in recent years.
Drawing on the work of sociolinguists and others, Burke uses their concept while reserving the right
to qualify their theories where the historical record makes this seem appropriate. Like the
sociolinguists, Burke in concerned with the way language varies according to who is communicating
to whom, on what occasion, in what medium and on what topic. Unlike many sociolinguists, Burke
adds a historical dimension, treating language as an inseparable part of social history. This approach
is outlined and justified in the first chapter and then exemplified in the remaining four, which deal
with the early modern period. Among the topics discussed are the changing role of Latin, which is
shown to be very much alive in the age of its alleged decline; language and identity in Italy, a
politically divided region at the time but one where educated elites had a common language; the art
of conversation, in other words the advice on speaking in polite company offered in hundreds of
treaties of the period; and silence, viewed as an act of communication with a significance which
changes over time and varies according to the setting and the persons who are silent. The Art of
Conversation will be of great interest to students and scholars in social and cultural history,
linguistics, the sociology of language and the ethnography of communication.

a language is a dialect with an army and navy: A Brief History of Ancient Greek Stephen
Colvin, 2014-01-28 A BRIEF HISTORY OF Ancient Greek Attested since the fourteenth century BC,
and still spoken today by over 10 million people, Greek has been one of the most influential
languages in human history. English, Spanish, French, Russian, and Arabic are among the many
languages to have borrowed key terms and concepts from Greek. A Brief History of Ancient Greek
takes the reader through the history of this ancient language from its Indo-European beginnings
right up to the present day, and explains key relationships between the language and literature of
the Classical period (500-300 bc). The development of the language is also related to the social and
political context, in line with modern sociolinguistic thought. The book reflects the latest scholarship
on subjects such as koine Greek, and the relationship between literary and vernacular Greek. All
Greek is transliterated and translated where appropriate, so that the text is accessible to readers
who know little or no Greek, including scholars and students who require an accessible overview of
the history of the language, or linguists and professionals who need a quick source of data and
background information.

a language is a dialect with an army and navy: An Introduction to Language with Online
Study Tools 12 Months Victoria Fromkin, Robert Rodman, Nina M. Hyams, Mengistu Amberber,
Felicity Cox, Rosalind Thornton, 2017 An Introduction to Language continues to be instrumental in
introducing students to the fascinating study of human language. Engagingly and clearly written, it
provides an overview of the key areas of linguistics from an Australian perspective. This classic text
is suitable for students in fields as diverse as linguistics, computer science, English, communication



studies, anthropology, foreign language teaching and speech pathology. The text is divided into four
sections, and chapters take you through the nature of human language, the grammatical aspects and
psychology of language, finishing with language and its relation to society. Chapters have also been
reworked and revised to keep all syntax up-to-date and accurate. Popular features from previous
editions have been retained for this ninth edition including learning objectives and margin
definitions in each chapter, along with summary tables inside the covers, which assist you to learn
core concepts and terminology.gy.

a language is a dialect with an army and navy: When Languages Collide Brian D. Joseph,
2003

a language is a dialect with an army and navy: Multilingualism John Edwards, 2012-02-16
HOW DO LANGUAGES LIVE AND DIE? WHAT ROLE DOES TRANSLATION PLAY IN HELPING
LANGUAGES TO THRIVE? ARE POLYGLOTS VIEWED WITH SUSPICION, GIVEN THE LINKS
BETWEEN LANGUAGE AND IDENTITY? IS THE MAINTENANCE AND REVIVAL OF FLAGGING
LANGUAGES WORTH THE EFFORT? CAN A LANGUAGE REMAIN 'PURE'? IF LANGUAGE
PATTERNS CONSTANTLY ALTER, WHAT DOES THIS SAY ABOUT IDENTITY? Multilingualism is
everywhere in a globalized society. This book looks at the origins and development of languages, at
language contact and competition, and at the emergence and the consequences of multilingualism.
Edwards also examines lingua francas, pidgins, creoles and artificial languages as a part of a
broader snapshot of the social life of language. This compelling short introduction is required
reading for all entry-level students of multilingualism, and a primer for language lovers in general.

a language is a dialect with an army and navy: The Columbia History of Chinese
Literature Victor H. Mair, 2010-03-10 The Columbia History of Chinese Literature is a
comprehensive yet portable guide to China's vast literary traditions. Stretching from earliest times
to the present, the text features original contributions by leading specialists working in all genres
and periods. Chapters cover poetry, prose, fiction, and drama, and consider such contextual subjects
as popular culture, the impact of religion, the role of women, and China's relationship with
non-Sinitic languages and peoples. Opening with a major section on the linguistic and intellectual
foundations of Chinese literature, the anthology traces the development of forms and movements
over time, along with critical trends, and pays particular attention to the premodern canon.

a language is a dialect with an army and navy: How Languages Work Carol Genetti,
2014-01-23 This new introduction to linguistics presents language in all its amazing complexity,
while guiding students gently through the basics. Students emerge with an appreciation of the
diversity of the world's languages as well as a deeper understanding of the structure of language,
and its broader social and cultural context.

a language is a dialect with an army and navy: For the Love of Language Kate Burridge,
Tonya N. Stebbins, 2019-11-12 For the Love of Language: An Introduction to Linguistics is an
engaging introduction to human language and the role of linguistics in understanding its
fundamental design, acquisition and functions. Replete with case studies and examples from
Australia, New Zealand and around the world, this text offers a thorough introduction to core topics,
including the structure and meaning of words, the systems that organise language, strategies for
learning about language, the evolution of language and the function of language as a complex social
resource. The second edition includes extensive new content across the entire text, including the
areas of orthography, syntax, corpus linguistics, language acquisition and multilingualism. Each
topic is accompanied by a wide array of pedagogical resources designed to consolidate student
understanding, including examples and exercises. Each chapter ends with a research project,
providing readers with an opportunity to build on fundamental skills and engage more thoroughly
with each topic.

a language is a dialect with an army and navy: Multilevel Grounding Mihailo Antovic,
2022-06-09 Multilevel Grounding develops a new approach to musical
meaning—Multilevel-Grounded Semantics, addressing the well- known paradox that music seems
full of meaning yet there is little consensus among listeners on what exactly it is that this meaning



communicates. Offering a balance between formalist and referentialist approaches, Antovi ¢ s
theory proposes that musical signifi cation emerges from constant cross- space mappings between
the musical structure and the listener’s experience. The process is crucially constrained by several
hierarchical and partly recursive levels of grounding: perceptual, schematically embodied, affective,
conceptual, culturally elaborated, and individual. These levels are responsible for a range of
phenomena that increase in complexity, from involuntary bodily responses to the manipulation of
musical expectancies over cross- modal inferences relating the musical parameters to spatial
domains to full- fl edged experiential narratives accompanying the music, as in opera or fi lm
scoring. The book combines cutting edge insights from the fi elds of philosophy of mind, cognitive
science, semiotics, linguistics, and music cognition, using a broad range of examples from
traditional, classical, and popular world musics, into a theoretical system that shows how the focus
on the grounding problem may help researchers convincingly resolve the apparent ungraspability of
musical semantics.

a language is a dialect with an army and navy: Languages of Modern Jewish Cultures
Anita Norich, Joshua L Miller, 2016-04-06 A fascinating discussion of Jewish multiculturalism
through the range of Jewish lingualisms, cultures, and history

a language is a dialect with an army and navy: Mother-Tongue in Modern Japanese
Literature and Criticism Takayuki Yokota-Murakami, 2018-07-28 This book examines how early
research on literary activities outside national literatures such as émigré literature or diasporic
literature conceived of the loss of ‘mother-tongue” as a tragedy, and how it perpetuated the ideology
of national language by relying on the dichotomy of native language/foreign language. It transcends
these limitations by examining modern Japanese literature and literary criticism through modern
philology, the vernacularization movement, and Korean-Japanese literature. Through the insights of
recent philosophical/linguistic theories, it reveals the political problems of the notion of
“mother-tongue” in literary and linguistic theories and proposes strategies to realize genuinely
“exophonic” and “translational” literature beyond the confines of nation. Examining the notion of
“mother-tongue” in literature and literary criticism, the author deconstructs the concept and
language itself as an apparatus of nation-state in order to imagine alternative literature, genuinely
creolized and heterogeneous. Offering a comparative, transnational perspective on the significance
of the mother tongue in contemporary literatures, this is a key read for students of modern Japanese
literature, language and culture, as well as those interested in theories of translation and
bilingualism.

a language is a dialect with an army and navy: Encyclopedia of Language and
Linguistics , 2005-11-24 The first edition of ELL (1993, Ron Asher, Editor) was hailed as the field's
standard reference work for a generation. Now the all-new second edition matches ELL's
comprehensiveness and high quality, expanded for a new generation, while being the first
encyclopedia to really exploit the multimedia potential of linguistics. * The most authoritative,
up-to-date, comprehensive, and international reference source in its field * An entirely new work,
with new editors, new authors, new topics and newly commissioned articles with a handful of classic
articles * The first Encyclopedia to exploit the multimedia potential of linguistics through the online
edition * Ground-breaking and International in scope and approach * Alphabetically arranged with
extensive cross-referencing * Available in print and online, priced separately. The online version will
include updates as subjects develop ELL2 includes: * ¢. 7,500,000 words * c. 11,000 pages * c. 3,000
articles * c. 1,500 figures: 130 halftones and 150 colour * Supplementary audio, video and text files
online * c. 3,500 glossary definitions * ¢. 39,000 references * Extensive list of commonly used
abbreviations * List of languages of the world (including information on no. of speakers, language
family, etc.) * Approximately 700 biographical entries (now includes contemporary linguists) * 200
language maps in print and online Also available online via ScienceDirect - featuring extensive
browsing, searching, and internal cross-referencing between articles in the work, plus dynamic
linking to journal articles and abstract databases, making navigation flexible and easy. For more
information, pricing options and availability visit www.info.sciencedirect.com. The first Encyclopedia



to exploit the multimedia potential of linguistics Ground-breaking in scope - wider than any
predecessor An invaluable resource for researchers, academics, students and professionals in the
fields of: linguistics, anthropology, education, psychology, language acquisition, language pathology,
cognitive science, sociology, the law, the media, medicine & computer science. The most
authoritative, up-to-date, comprehensive, and international reference source in its field

a language is a dialect with an army and navy: Language and Society in the Greek and
Roman Worlds James Clackson, 2015-04-30 Texts written in Latin, Greek and other languages
provide ancient historians with their primary evidence, but the role of language as a source for
understanding the ancient world is often overlooked. Language played a key role in state-formation
and the spread of Christianity, the construction of ethnicity, and negotiating positions of social
status and group membership. Language could reinforce social norms and shed light on taboos. This
book presents an accessible account of ways in which linguistic evidence can illuminate topics such
as imperialism, ethnicity, social mobility, religion, gender and sexuality in the ancient world, without
assuming the reader has any knowledge of Greek or Latin, or of linguistic jargon. It describes the
rise of Greek and Latin at the expense of other languages spoken around the Mediterranean and
details the social meanings of different styles, and the attitudes of ancient speakers towards
linguistic differences.

a language is a dialect with an army and navy: The Language Puzzle Steven Mithen,
2024-06-18 A top scholar reveals the most complete picture to date of how early human speech led
to the languages we use today The emergence of language began with the apelike calls of our
earliest ancestors. Today, the world is home to thousands of complex languages. Yet exactly how,
when, and why this evolution occurred has been one of the most enduring—and contentiously
debated—questions in science. In The Language Puzzle, renowned archaeologist Steven Mithen puts
forward a groundbreaking new account of the origins of language. Scientists have gained new
insights into the first humans of 2.8 million years ago, and how numerous species flourished but only
one, Homo sapiens, survives today. Drawing from this work and synthesizing research across
archaeology, psychology, linguistics, genetics, neuroscience, and more, Mithen details a step-by-step
explanation of how our human ancestors transitioned from apelike calls to words, and from words to
language as we use it today. He explores how language shaped our cognition and vice versa; how
metaphor advanced Homo sapiens’ ability to formulate abstract concepts, develop agriculture,
and—ultimately—shape the world. The result is a master narrative that builds bridges between
disciplines, stuns with its breadth and depth, and spans millennia of societal development. Deeply
researched and brilliantly told, The Language Puzzle marks a seminal understanding of the evolution
of language.
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