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Introduction: Deconstructing "A Lady's Guide to Fortune Hunting"

The phrase "a lady's guide to fortune hunting" conjures up images from classic literature and film: scheming
women, manipulative tactics, and ultimately, a marriage built on financial expediency rather than love.
However, a modern analysis of this historical phenomenon requires a more nuanced approach. This report delves
into the complexities of "a lady's guide to fortune hunting," examining its historical context, the motivations
behind it, and its implications for both women and society.

Historical Context: Marriage as an Economic Transaction

For centuries, marriage, particularly for women, was largely an economic transaction. Women often lacked
independent financial means and relied on marriage for social standing, security, and survival. "A lady's guide to
fortune hunting," therefore, reflects the realities of a patriarchal system where women's agency was severely
limited. Research from historians like Dr. Laurel Thatcher Ulrich ( A Midwife's Tale) reveals the extent to
which women's lives were inextricably linked to their economic circumstances. Their choices, even those perceived
as "fortune hunting," were often constrained by societal expectations and limited opportunities.

Motivations Beyond Material Gain: Security and Social Mobility

While financial gain was undoubtedly a factor in "a lady's guide to fortune hunting," it's crucial to
acknowledge other motivations. Marriage provided security, not just financial but also social and emotional.
For women from less privileged backgrounds, marriage to a wealthy man offered a pathway to social mobility
and escape from potentially harsh realities. This is evidenced in studies on class mobility in the 19th and early
20th centuries, which demonstrate the significant impact of advantageous marriages on women's social
standing.

Strategies Employed in "A Lady's Guide to Fortune Hunting"

"A lady's guide to fortune hunting" wasn't a straightforward manual of manipulative tactics. Instead, it
involved a sophisticated understanding of social etiquette, networking, and self-presentation. Women honed



their skills in conversation, cultivated advantageous connections, and presented themselves as desirable
partners. This was not simply "scheming"; it was strategic navigation within a system designed to limit their
options.

The Ethical Considerations: Love, Power, and Consent

The ethical dimensions of "a lady's guide to fortune hunting" are complex and require careful consideration. The
question of consent is paramount. Was a marriage solely based on financial gain genuinely consensual, or was
it a product of coercion, both explicit and implicit? Examining historical accounts of marriages reveals a range
of experiences, from genuine affection alongside financial considerations to outright exploitation.

Shifting Perceptions: "A Lady's Guide to Fortune Hunting" in the Modern Era

Today's understanding of "a lady's guide to fortune hunting" is vastly different from its historical context.
Women have significantly greater economic and social agency. The pursuit of financial security through
marriage is less a necessity and more a matter of individual choice. However, the underlying power dynamics
remain relevant. Even in modern societies, imbalances in wealth and power can influence relationship dynamics,
highlighting the continued relevance of exploring "a lady's guide to fortune hunting" within a contemporary
framework.

Data and Research Findings:

Historical Marriage Records: Examining marriage records across different historical periods reveals patterns in
the socioeconomic disparities between spouses, offering insight into the prevalence of marriages motivated by
economic considerations.
Literature and Diaries: Personal accounts from women's diaries and letters provide invaluable first-hand
perspectives on their motivations for choosing certain partners and navigating the complexities of marriage
within their respective socioeconomic contexts.
Socioeconomic Surveys: Data from socioeconomic surveys across different historical periods can be analyzed
to understand the impact of marriage on women's economic and social standing.
Qualitative Interviews: Contemporary interviews with women who have navigated relationships with
significant financial disparities can offer valuable insights into the complexities of modern-day dynamics related
to wealth and partnership.

Conclusion

"A lady's guide to fortune hunting" is more than a catchy phrase; it's a lens through which we can examine the
historical and ongoing intersection of gender, class, and power in relationships. Understanding the historical
context, the motivations behind these actions, and the ethical considerations involved offers a critical
perspective on the choices women have made, and continue to make, within complex social and economic
structures. While the practice of "fortune hunting" might appear differently today, the underlying dynamics of
power and resource allocation in relationships remain a subject worthy of continued exploration and analysis.

FAQs

Was "fortune hunting" always morally condemned? Moral judgments surrounding "fortune hunting"1.
varied across historical periods and cultures, often reflecting prevailing social norms and power
structures.

How does "fortune hunting" differ from strategic matchmaking? While both involve seeking a partner with2.
advantageous qualities, "fortune hunting" typically emphasizes financial gain over other factors.

What legal protections existed (or didn't exist) for women in such marriages? Historically, women's3.



legal rights concerning property and finances within marriage were limited, leaving them vulnerable to
exploitation.

How common was "fortune hunting" throughout history? Its prevalence varied depending on social4.
class, economic circumstances, and cultural norms.

Did men also engage in forms of "fortune hunting"? Yes, men have historically sought advantageous5.
marriages for economic and social gain, though societal expectations and opportunities differed
significantly for men and women.

How has feminism impacted perceptions of "fortune hunting"? Feminism has challenged the traditional6.
power dynamics that underpinned "fortune hunting," promoting greater economic independence and agency
for women.

What are some contemporary parallels to "fortune hunting"? Modern relationships may involve7.
considerations of financial stability and career prospects, albeit within a different social and economic
landscape.

Can "fortune hunting" ever be considered a form of self-preservation? In certain historical contexts, it8.
could be viewed as a survival strategy for women with limited options.

How does "a lady's guide to fortune hunting" challenge traditional notions of romantic love? It9.
highlights the role of economic and social factors in relationship formation, challenging the idealization
of purely romantic love.

Related Articles:

The Economics of Marriage in the Victorian Era: An in-depth analysis of the financial dynamics governing1.
marriages in Victorian England.

Women's Property Rights and the Evolution of Marriage: Exploring the historical struggle for women's2.
economic autonomy and its impact on marital relationships.

Social Mobility Through Marriage: A Comparative Study: A cross-cultural comparison examining the3.
role of marriage in achieving social advancement.

The Psychology of Mate Selection: A Modern Perspective: Exploring the psychological factors4.
influencing partner choice, including considerations of financial security.

Navigating Wealth and Intimacy: Challenges in Modern Relationships: Examining the complexities of5.
relationships involving significant financial disparities in contemporary society.

Class and Power Dynamics in Courtship Rituals: A historical analysis of the social rituals surrounding6.
courtship and their connection to class structures.

Consent and Coercion in Historical Marriages: An examination of the legal and social contexts7.
surrounding consent in marriages across different historical periods.

The Role of Dowries in Marriage Transactions: An exploration of the history and significance of dowries8.
in various cultures.

A Lady's Guide to Financial Independence: Then and Now: A comparative analysis of women's financial9.
options historically and in contemporary society.



��a ladies guide to fortune hunting: A Lady's Guide to Fortune-Hunting Sophie Irwin,
2022-07-12 “Bridgerton fans will swoon over this entertaining romp through Britain’s Regency-era
high society.” —People A Lady's Guide to Fortune Hunting is a sharp, modern, and absolutely
delicious take on the marriage plot. Sophie Irwin's debut is one of the most fun, romantic books I've
read in a long time. I cannot wait to see what she does next. --Taylor Jenkins Reid, New York Times
bestselling author of Malibu Rising A whip-smart debut that follows the adventures of an entirely
unconventional heroine who throws herself into the London Season to find a wealthy husband. But
the last thing she expects is to find love… Kitty Talbot needs a fortune. Or rather, she needs a
husband who has a fortune. Left with her father’s massive debts, she has only twelve weeks to save
her family from ruin. Kitty has never been one to back down from a challenge, so she leaves home
and heads toward the most dangerous battleground in all of England: the London season. Kitty may
be neither accomplished nor especially genteel—but she is utterly single-minded; imbued with
cunning and ingenuity, she knows that risk is just part of the game. The only thing she doesn’t
anticipate is Lord Radcliffe. The worldly Radcliffe sees Kitty for the mercenary fortune-hunter that
she really is and is determined to scotch her plans at all costs, until their parrying takes a completely
different turn…. This is a frothy pleasure, full of brilliant repartee and enticing wit--one that readers
will find an irresistible delight.
  a ladies guide to fortune hunting: A Lady’s Guide to Fortune-Hunting Sophie Irwin,
2022-05-12 Read the most captivating historical debut of the year! ‘[A] scintillating, swash-buckling
debut... terrifically fun’ SUNDAY TIMES ‘Sharp, modern and absolutely delicious’ TAYLOR JENKINS
REID ‘Fans of Bridgerton will swoon’ NITA PROSE
  a ladies guide to fortune hunting: A Lady's Guide to Fortune-Hunting Sophie Irwin,
2022-07-12 “A sharp, modern, and absolutely delicious take on the marriage plot. Sophie Irwin’s
debut is one of the most fun, romantic books I’ve read in a long time. I cannot wait to see what she
does next.” —Taylor Jenkins Reid, New York Times bestselling author of Malibu Rising A whip-smart
historical rom-com debut that follows an entirely unconventional heroine who throws herself into the
London Season in hopes of finding a wealthy husband to save her family from ruin. But the last thing
she expects is to find love… When Kitty Talbot is jilted by her fiancé three months before their
wedding, the future looks dark. Without his fortune to pay off her late father’s gambling debts, she
and her four sisters face certain ruin. But Kitty has never backed down from a challenge, so she
leaves the countryside and heads toward the most dangerous battleground in all of Regency
England: The London Season. The aim is simplee: find a wealthy bachelor to wed in order save the
Talbot family from destitution. Kitty is neither accomplished nor all that genteel, but she is utterly
single-minded; imbued with her father’s gambling spirit, Kitty knows that risk is just part of the
game. What she doesn’t anticipate is Lord Radcliffe, elder brother of the deliciously wealthy
Archibald de Lacy. Radcliffe sees Kitty for the fortune-hunter that she really is, and is determined to
scotch her plans at all costs… A scintillating mano-a-mano between Kitty and Lord Radcliffe will turn
into the romance of the year, one whose brilliant repartee and enticing wit make A Lady's Guide to
Fortune-Hunting a pure delight.
  a ladies guide to fortune hunting: The Fortune Hunter Daisy Goodwin, 2014-07-29
Empress Elizabeth of Austria, known as Sisi, is the Princess Diana of nineteenth-century Europe.
Famously beautiful, as captured in a portrait with diamond stars in her hair, she is unfulfilled in her
marriage to the older Emperor Franz Joseph. Sisi has spent years evading the stifling formality of
royal life on her private train or yacht or, whenever she can, on the back of a horse. Captain Bay
Middleton is dashing, young, and the finest horseman in England. He is also impoverished, with no
hope of buying the horse needed to win the Grand National—until he meets Charlotte Baird. A
clever, plainspoken heiress whose money gives her a choice among suitors, Charlotte falls in love
with Bay, the first man to really notice her, for his vulnerability as well as his glamour. When Sisi
joins the legendary hunt organized by Earl Spencer in England, Bay is asked to guide her on the
treacherous course. Their shared passion for riding leads to an infatuation that jeopardizes the
growing bond between Bay and Charlotte, and threatens all of their futures. The Fortune Hunter, a



brilliant new novel by Daisy Goodwin, is a lush, irresistible story of the public lives and private
longings of grand historical figures.
  a ladies guide to fortune hunting: The Gentle Art of Fortune Hunting K. J. Charles,
2024-01-25 Robin Loxleigh and his sister Marianne are the hit of the Season, so attractive and
delightful that nobody looks behind their pretty faces. Until Robin sets his sights on Sir John
Hartlebury's heiress niece. The notoriously graceless baronet isn't impressed by good looks or fooled
by false charm. He's sure Robin is a liar, a fortune hunter, and a heartless, greedy fraud - and he'll
protect his niece, whatever it takes. Then, just when Hart thinks he has Robin at his mercy, things
take a sharp left turn. And as the grumpy baronet and the glib fortune hunter start to understand
each other, they also find themselves starting to care - more than either of them thought possible.
But Robin's cheated and lied and let people down for money. Can a professional rogue earn an
honest happy ever after?
  a ladies guide to fortune hunting: The Fortune Hunters Charlotte Hays, 2007-08-07 From
Madame de Pompadour, the famed mistress of Louis XV, to Pamela Harriman, who married into the
English aristocracy and the American plutocracy, there is a rich history of women who have found
glamour and wealth in the arms of a billionaire. But contrary to what you may think, fortune hunting
is no idle pursuit. Like diving for treasure, it's a real job. Some women strive to be CEOs; others
prefer to wed them. You'll meet today's dazzling successes in this book. What kind of woman does it
take to make the Midas marriage? Exploring the lives of the great fortune hunters of our day,
reporter and former gossip columnist Charlotte Hays answers this tantalizing question. You'll learn
about the South Carolina woman who took a trip around the world with a shadowy shipping
magnate, only to meet and marry a philandering marquis. You'll see what methods these women use
to lure their powerful men, including one playful fortune seeker who, at a very high-society soirée,
hurled a piece of bread at her intended beau, starting a food fight. You'll meet the New York
socialite who remarried so quickly after a divorce, her ex claimed she was a bigamist. What are their
recipes for riches? Can a genuinely nice woman pursue this career? What does love have to do with
it? With original interviews and photos, Hays casts a light on the determination, skill, and---yes,
sometimes---ruthlessness that have shaped some of the most successful---and lucrative---unions of
our time.
  a ladies guide to fortune hunting: A Lady's Guide to Mischief and Mayhem Manda
Collins, 2020-11-10 [Manda] Collins is a delight (Elizabeth Hoyt) in this fun and flirty historical
rom-com, where an intrepid female reporter matches wits with a serious, sexy detective -- perfect for
fans of Tessa Dare, Julia Quinn, and Netflix's Enola Holmes! England, 1865: Newspaper columnist
Lady Katherine Bascomb finds herself the subject of speculation when her latest article leads to an
arrest in the murders plaguing London. The English believe women ought not to write about such
vulgar things as crime, and a particularly attractive detective inspector is incensed that she's
interfered with his investigation. To escape her sudden notoriety, Katherine heads to the
country-only to witness a murder upon her arrival. Detective Inspector Andrew Eversham is appalled
when Lady Katherine entangles herself in one of his cases-again. Her sensationalist reporting
already nearly got him kicked off the police force, and he'll be damned if he permits her to meddle a
second time. Yet, her questions are awfully insightful, and he can't deny his attraction to both her
beauty and brains. As the clues point to a dangerous criminal, the two soon realize their best option
is working together. But with their focus on the killer lurking in the shadows, neither is prepared for
the other risk the case poses-to their hearts.
  a ladies guide to fortune hunting: A Lady's Guide to Gossip and Murder Dianne Freeman,
2020-06-30 Though American by birth, Frances Wynn, the now-widowed Countess of Harleigh, has
adapted admirably to the quirks and traditions of the British aristocracy. On August twelfth,
otherwise known as the Glorious Twelfth, most members of the upper class retire to their country
estates for grouse-shooting season. Frances has little interest in hunting-for birds or a second
husband-and is expecting to spend a quiet few months in London with her almost-engaged sister,
Lily, until the throng returns. Instead, she's immersed in a shocking mystery when a friend, Mary



Archer, is found murdered. Frances had hoped Mary might make a suitable bride for her cousin,
Charles, but their courtship recently fizzled out. Unfortunately, this puts Charles in the
spotlight-along with dozens of others. It seems Mary had countless notes hidden in her home,
detailing the private indiscretions of society's elite. Frances can hardly believe that the genteel and
genial Mary was a blackmailer, yet why else would she horde such juicy tidbits? Aided by her gallant
friend and neighbor, George Hazelton, Frances begins assisting the police in this highly sensitive
case, learning more about her peers than she ever wished to know. Too many suspects may be worse
than none at all-but even more worrying is that the number of victims is increasing too. And unless
Frances takes care, she?ll soon find herself among them . . .
  a ladies guide to fortune hunting: The Ladies' Book of Etiquette, and Manual of Politeness
Florence Hartley, 1872 In preparing a book of etiquette for ladies, I would lay down as the first rule,
Do unto others as you would others should do to you. You can never be rude if you bear the rule
always in mind, for what lady likes to be treated rudely? True Christian politeness will always be the
result of an unselfish regard for the feelings of others, and though you may err in the ceremonious
points of etiquette, you will never be impolite. Politeness, founded upon such a rule, becomes the
expression, in graceful manner, of social virtues. The spirit of politeness consists in a certain
attention to forms and ceremonies, which are meant both to please others and ourselves, and to
make others pleased with us; a still clearer definition may be given by saying that politeness is
goodness of heart put into daily practice; there can be no _true_ politeness without kindness, purity,
singleness of heart, and sensibility.
  a ladies guide to fortune hunting: Scandals of an Innocent (De lady's van Fortune's Folly,
Book 3) Nicola Cornick, 2010-08-01 “Blackmail is such an ugly word, Miss Lister. It is essential that I
marry you. So let us call it a bargain. ”
  a ladies guide to fortune hunting: When She Woke Hillary Jordan, 2012-09-18 Bellwether
Prize winner Hillary Jordan’s provocative new novel, When She Woke, tells the story of a stigmatized
woman struggling to navigate an America of a not-too-distant future, where the line between church
and state has been eradicated and convicted felons are no longer imprisoned and rehabilitated but
chromed—their skin color is genetically altered to match the class of their crimes—and then
released back into the population to survive as best they can. Hannah is a Red; her crime is murder.
In seeking a path to safety in an alien and hostile world, Hannah unknowingly embarks on a path of
self-discovery that forces her to question the values she once held true and the righteousness of a
country that politicizes faith.
  a ladies guide to fortune hunting: The Woman Who Died a Lot Jasper Fforde, 2012-10-02
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • Ex-detective Thursday Next faces her trickiest assignment yet in
the seventh novel of this renowned series, “[a] bibliophile’s Wonderland” (The Plain Dealer). “It’s
safe to say that if you enjoy that particularly British, Douglas Adams–style absurd delivery of wry
observations, you’ll get a kick out of [The Woman Who Died a Lot].”—New York Journal of Books
Thursday Next, the Bookworld’s leading enforcement officer, has been forced into semiretirement
following an assassination attempt. When her former SpecOps division is reinstated, she assumes
she’s the obvious choice to lead the Literary Detectives. Sadly, our banged-up heroine is no spring
chicken, and her old boss has a cushier job in mind: Chief Librarian of the Swindon
All-You-Can-Eat-at-Fatso’s Drink Not Included Library. But where Thursday goes, trouble follows. As
the new Chief Librarian faces 100 percent budget cuts and trouble from the ever-evil Jack Schitt, the
Next children face their own career hiccups—and possible nonexistence. Don’t miss any of Jasper
Fforde’s delightfully entertaining Thursday Next novels: THE EYRE AFFAIR • LOST IN A GOOD
BOOK • THE WELL OF LOST PLOTS • SOMETHING ROTTEN • FIRST AMONG SEQUELS • ONE
OF OUR THURSDAYS IS MISSING • THE WOMAN WHO DIED A LOT
  a ladies guide to fortune hunting: The Wisteria Society of Lady Scoundrels India Holton,
2021-06-15 A New York Times Notable Book of 2021 “The kind of book for which the word
“rollicking” was invented.”—New York Times Book Review A prim and proper lady thief must save
her aunt from a crazed pirate and his dangerously charming henchman in this fantastical historical



romance. Cecilia Bassingwaite is the ideal Victorian lady. She's also a thief. Like the other members
of the Wisteria Society crime sorority, she flies around England drinking tea, blackmailing friends,
and acquiring treasure by interesting means. Sure, she has a dark and traumatic past and an
overbearing aunt, but all things considered, it's a pleasant existence. Until the men show up. Ned
Lightbourne is a sometimes assassin who is smitten with Cecilia from the moment they meet.
Unfortunately, that happens to be while he's under direct orders to kill her. His employer, Captain
Morvath, who possesses a gothic abbey bristling with cannons and an unbridled hate for the world,
intends to rid England of all its presumptuous women, starting with the Wisteria Society. Ned has
plans of his own. But both men have made one grave mistake. Never underestimate a woman. When
Morvath imperils the Wisteria Society, Cecilia is forced to team up with her handsome would-be
assassin to save the women who raised her--hopefully proving, once and for all, that she's as much of
a scoundrel as the rest of them.
  a ladies guide to fortune hunting: A Lady's Guide to Etiquette and Murder Dianne Freeman,
2019-05-28 Frances Wynn, the American-born Countess of Harleigh, enjoys more freedom as a
widow than she did as a wife. With her young daughter in tow, Frances rents a home in Belgravia
and prepares to welcome her sister, Lily, arriving from New York for her first London season. But no
sooner has Frances begun her new life than the Metropolitan police receive an anonymous letter
implicating Frances in her husband's death. Frances assures Inspector Delaney of her innocence,
but she's also keen to keep him from learning the scandalous circumstances of Reggie's demise. As
fate would have it, her dashing new neighbor, George Hazelton, is one of only two other people
aware of the full story. While busy with social engagements on Lily's behalf, and worrying if Reggie
really was murdered, Frances rallies her wits, a circle of gossips, and the ever-chivalrous Mr.
Hazelton to uncover the truth. A killer is in their midst and Frances must unmask the villain before
Lily's season, and their lives, come to a most unseemly end.
  a ladies guide to fortune hunting: The Midnight Library Matt Haig, 2021-01-27 Good
morning America book club--Jacket.
  a ladies guide to fortune hunting: Whitney, My Love Judith McNaught, 2016-11-01 Let New
York Times bestselling author Judith McNaught who “is in a class by herself” (USA TODAY) sweep
you off your feet and into another time with her sensual, passionate, and spellbinding historical
romance classics, featuring her “unique magic” (RT Book Reviews). A saucy spitfire who has grown
into a ravishing young woman, Whitney Stone returns from her triumphant time in Paris society to
England. She plans on marrying her childhood sweetheart, only to discover she has been bargained
away by her bankrupt father to the arrogant and alluring Clayton Westmoreland, the Duke of
Claymore. Outraged, she defies her new lord. But even as his smoldering passion seduces her into a
gathering storm of desire, Whitney cannot—will not—relinquish her dream of perfect love. Rich with
emotion, brimming with laughter and tears, Whitney, My Love is “the ultimate love story, one you
can dream about forever” (RT Book Reviews).
  a ladies guide to fortune hunting: Goddess of the Hunt Tessa Dare, 2009-07-28 In this lush
and seductive novel, exciting new author Tessa Dare takes desire to brazen heights. Ever the bold
adventuress, Lucy Waltham has decided to go hunting for a husband. But first she needs some target
practice. So she turns to her brother’ s best friend, Jeremy Trescott, the Earl of Kendall, to hone her
seductive wiles on him before setting her sights on another man. But her practice kisses spark a
smoldering passion–one that could send all her plans up in smoke. Jeremy has an influential title, a
vast fortune, and a painful past full of long-buried secrets. He keeps a safe distance from his own
emotions, but to distract Lucy from her reckless scheming, he must give his passions free rein. Their
sensual battle of wills is as maddening as it is delicious, but the longer he succeeds in managing the
headstrong temptress, the closer Jeremy comes to losing control. When scandal breaks, can he bring
himself to abandon Lucy to her ruin? Or will he risk his heart and claim her for his own?
  a ladies guide to fortune hunting: The Mad Lord’s Daughter Jane Goodger, 2011-10-24 “A
gripping love story . . . the perfect read for anyone looking to lose themselves in a flawless romantic
novel”—from the author of When a Duke Says I Do (Fresh Fiction). Locked away by her reclusive and



intensely protective father, the recently deceased “Mad Lord of Northumberland,” Melissa is
beautiful and educated but painfully naïve about the real world—and the dark secrets of her birth.
Now in the care of her uncle, the Earl of Braddock, she must prepare to enter London society and
find a proper husband, a task that grows complicated when she falls for the one man she can never
have. Just as a promising new life begins to eclipse her tragic past, she'll find herself consumed by a
forbidden love that could destroy it all . . . Praise for When a Duke Says I Do “Goodger's Regency
debut abounds with quiet charm.”—Publishers Weekly “One of the most sweetly emotional stories
I've read in ages . . . truly pulls at the heartstrings.”—All About Romance
  a ladies guide to fortune hunting: To Love and to Loathe Martha Waters, 2021-04-06
Named a best romance of the year by Entertainment Weekly Named a most anticipated romance by
Oprah Daily, Marie Claire, BuzzFeed, PopSugar, and more! “There was no romance novel more fun
this year than this extremely witty enemies-with-benefits confection.” —Entertainment Weekly The
author of the “hilarious...joyful, elegant” (Publishers Weekly, starred review) To Have and to Hoax
returns with an effervescent, charming, and swoon-worthy novel about a man and woman who never
agree on anything—until they agree to a no-strings-attached affair in this Regency-era romp. The
widowed Diana, Lady Templeton and Jeremy, Marquess of Willingham are infamous among English
high society as much for their sharp-tongued bickering as their flirtation. One evening, an argument
at a ball turns into a serious wager: Jeremy will marry within the year or Diana will forfeit one
hundred pounds. So shortly after, just before a fortnight-long house party at Elderwild, Jeremy’s
country estate, Diana is shocked when Jeremy appears at her home with a very different kind of
proposition. After his latest mistress unfavorably criticized his skills in the bedroom, Jeremy is
looking for reassurance, so he has gone to the only woman he trusts to be totally truthful. He
suggests that they embark on a brief affair while at the house party—Jeremy can receive an honest
critique of his bedroom skills and widowed Diana can use the gossip to signal to other gentlemen
that she is interested in taking a lover. Diana thinks taking him up on his counter-proposal can only
help her win her wager. With her in the bedroom and Jeremy’s marriage-minded grandmother, the
formidable Dowager Marchioness of Willingham, helping to find suitable matches among the eligible
ladies at Elderwild, Diana is confident her victory is assured. But while they’re focused on winning
wagers, they stand to lose their own hearts. With Martha Waters’s signature “cheeky charm and
wonderfully wry wit” (Booklist, starred review), To Love and to Loathe is another clever and
delightful historical rom-com that is perfect for fans of Christina Lauren and Evie Dunmore.
  a ladies guide to fortune hunting: Sin and Sensibility Suzanne Enoch, 2009-03-17 USA Today
bestselling author Suzanne Enoch delights fans once again with this enchanting tale of a young lady
determined to have an adventure and the white knight who charges to her rescue. After yet another
beau was chased away by her three over-protective brothers, Lady Eleanor Griffin decides she's had
enough. If she is to become a boring society wife, then she's going to have some fun first. But when
her adventure turns into more than what she bargained for, she is grateful for her knight in shining
armour who rescued her from what was sure to become a scandalous situation.
  a ladies guide to fortune hunting: A Lady's Guide to Fortune-Hunting Sophie Irwin,
2024-07-02 “A sharp, modern, and absolutely delicious take on the marriage plot. Sophie Irwin’s
debut is one of the most fun, romantic books I’ve read in a long time. I cannot wait to see what she
does next.” —Taylor Jenkins Reid, New York Times bestselling author of Malibu Rising A whip-smart
historical rom-com debut that follows an entirely unconventional heroine who throws herself into the
London Season in hopes of finding a wealthy husband to save her family from ruin. But the last thing
she expects is to find love… When Kitty Talbot is jilted by her fiancé three months before their
wedding, the future looks dark. Without his fortune to pay off her late father’s gambling debts, she
and her four sisters face certain ruin. But Kitty has never backed down from a challenge, so she
leaves the countryside and heads toward the most dangerous battleground in all of Regency
England: The London Season. The aim is simplee: find a wealthy bachelor to wed in order save the
Talbot family from destitution. Kitty is neither accomplished nor all that genteel, but she is utterly
single-minded; imbued with her father’s gambling spirit, Kitty knows that risk is just part of the



game. What she doesn’t anticipate is Lord Radcliffe, elder brother of the deliciously wealthy
Archibald de Lacy. Radcliffe sees Kitty for the fortune-hunter that she really is, and is determined to
scotch her plans at all costs… A scintillating mano-a-mano between Kitty and Lord Radcliffe will turn
into the romance of the year, one whose brilliant repartee and enticing wit make A Lady's Guide to
Fortune-Hunting a pure delight.
  a ladies guide to fortune hunting: Mischief and Mistletoe Mary Jo Putney, Joanna Bourne,
Patricia Rice, Jo Beverley, Nicola Cornick, Anne Gracie, Susan King, Cara Elliott, 2013-03-14 “Eight
authors celebrate Christmas in Regency England in this heart-warming anthology . . . each second
chance is a sweet gift for the reader.” —Publishers Weekly Unwrap the most romantic of Regency
delights in this sparkling holiday collection . . . Christmastime in England—a time for passionate
secrets, delicious whispers, and wicked-sweet gifts by the fire. From a spirited lady who sets out to
save her rakish best friend from an unsuitable engagement, to a bold spy who gets the unexpected
chance to win the woman he’s always loved, to a vicar’s daughter who pretends to be a saucy wench,
these holiday tales will make you curl up in front of the fire for a memorable season of mischief and
mistletoe . . . “Confections that charm and delight, like the holidays themselves.” —RT Book Reviews
“Touching, gently funny, satisfying, and short enough to be read in one sitting, each story in this
delectable anthology is a holiday treat.” —Library Journal “A collection of historical fiction romances
set around the Yuletide season. This was a delightful collection and while I had favorites I can
honestly say I enjoyed each and every tale by these talented authors.” —Caffeinated Book Reviewer
  a ladies guide to fortune hunting: The Quilt Walk Sandra Dallas, 2013-04-15 It's 1863 and
10-year-old Emmy Blue Hatchett has been told by her father that soon their family will leave their
farm, family, and friends in Illinois, and travel west to a new home in Colorado. It's difficult leaving
family and friends behind. They might not see one another ever again. When Emmy's grandmother
comes to say goodbye, she gives Emmy a special gift to keep her occupied on the trip. The journey
by wagon train is long and full of hardships. But the Hatchetts persevere and reach their destination
in Colorado, ready to start their new life.
  a ladies guide to fortune hunting: All the Right Reasons Bethany Mangle, 2022-02-15 “Made
my Bachelor-loving heart very happy.” —Rachel Lynn Solomon, author of Today Tonight Tomorrow
The Bachelor meets Gilmore Girls in this laugh-out-loud young adult romance about a girl who joins
her mother on a reality dating show for single parents—only to fall for a contestant’s son. Cara
Hawn’s life fell apart after her father cheated on her mother and got remarried to a woman Cara
can’t stand. When Cara accidentally posts a rant about her father online, it goes viral—and catches
the attention of the TV producers behind a new reality dating show for single parent families. The
next thing Cara and her mother know, they’ve been cast as leads on the show and are whisked away
to sunny Key West where they’re asked to narrow a field of suitors and their kids down to one
winning pair. All of this is outside of Cara’s comfort zone, from the meddling producers to the
camera-hungry contestants, especially as Cara and her mother begin to clash on which suitors are
worth keeping around. And then comes Connor. As the son of a contestant, Connor is decidedly
off-limits. Except that he doesn’t fit in with the cutthroat atmosphere in all the same ways as Cara,
and she can’t get him out of her head. Now Cara must juggle her growing feelings while dodging the
cameras and helping her mom pick a bachelor they both love, or else risk fracturing their family
even more for the sake of ratings. Maybe there’s a reason most people don’t date on TV.
  a ladies guide to fortune hunting: The Lies You Told Harriet Tyce, 2020-12-01 From the
acclaimed author of Blood Orange, a dark new psychological thriller about the perfect mother, the
perfect wife, the perfect family -- and the perfect murder. In the playground it's the law of the jungle
But at the school gate, there are no rules at all... When Sadie Roper moves back to London, she's
determined to pick up the pieces of her shattered life. First, she needs to get her daughter settled
into a new school-one of the most exclusive in the city. Next, she's going to get back the high-flying
criminal barrister career she sacrificed for marriage ten years earlier. But nothing goes quite as
planned. The school is not very welcoming newcomers, her daughter hasn't made any friends yet
and the other mothers are as fiercely competitive as their children. Sadie immediately finds herself



on the outside as she navigates the fraught politics of the school gate. But the tide starts to turn as
Sadie begins to work on a scandalous, high-profile case that's the perfect opportunity to prove
herself again, even though a dangerous flirtation threatens to cloud her professional judgment. And
when Liza, queen of the school moms, befriends Sadie, she draws her into the heart of the world
from which she was previously excluded. Soon Sadie and her family start to thrive, but does this
close new friendship prevent her from seeing the truth? Sadie may be keeping her friends close, but
what she doesn't know is that her enemies are closer still... Dark, addictive and compelling, The Lies
You Told is a compulsive psychological thriller from a master storyteller. An extremely well-written
and unsettling novel . . . Full of intrigue and menace, it creeps up on you until that final explosive
twist. A great read -- Alex Michaelides, #1 New York Times author of The Silent Patient I read The
Lies You Told in two days, barely able to turn the pages fast enough. It's spare and taut, the sense of
wrongness building in chilling, skillfully written layers, with a jaw dropping last-line twist. -- Lisa
Jewell, New York Times bestselling author of The Family Upstairs
  a ladies guide to fortune hunting: Among Thieves M. J. Kuhn, 2021-09-07 INTERNATIONAL
BESTSELLER A thrilling fantasy debut—a high-stakes heist novel set in a gritty world of magic and
malice, and perfect for fans of Six of Crows! In just over a year’s time, Ryia Cautella has already
earned herself a reputation as the quickest, deadliest blade in the dockside city of Carrowwick—not
to mention the sharpest tongue. But Ryia Cautella is not her real name. For the past six years, a
deadly secret has kept her in hiding, running from town to town, doing whatever it takes to stay one
step ahead of the formidable Guildmaster—the sovereign ruler of the five kingdoms of Thamorr. No
matter how far or fast she travels, his servants never fail to track her down...but even the most
powerful men can be defeated. Ryia’s path now leads directly into the heart of the Guildmaster’s
stronghold, and against every instinct she has, it’s not a path she can walk alone. Forced to team up
with a crew of assorted miscreants, smugglers, and thieves, Ryia must plan her next moves very
carefully. If she succeeds, her freedom is won once and for all…but unfortunately for Ryia, her new
allies are nearly as selfish as she is, and they all have plans of their own.
  a ladies guide to fortune hunting: Nice Girls Don't Get the Corner Office Lois P. Frankel,
2014-02-18 Before you were told to Lean In, Dr. Lois Frankel told you how to get that corner office.
The New York Times bestseller, is now completely revised and updated. In this edition,
internationally recognized executive coach Lois P. Frankel reveals a distinctive set of behaviors--over
130 in all--that women learn in girlhood that ultimately sabotage them as adults. She teaches you
how to eliminate these unconscious mistakes that could be holding you back and offers invaluable
coaching tips that can easily be incorporated into your social and business skills. Stop making nice
girl errors that can become career pitfalls, such as: Mistake #13: Avoiding office politics. If you
don't play the game, you can't possibly win. Mistake #21: Multi-tasking. Just because you can do
something, doesn't mean you should do it. Mistake #54: Failure to negotiate. Don't equate
negotiation with confrontation. Mistake #70: Inappropriate use of social media. Once it's out there,
it's hard to put the toothpaste back in the tube. Mistake #82: Asking permission. Children, not
adults, ask for approval. Be direct, be confident.
  a ladies guide to fortune hunting: Wanderess Nikki Vargas, Elise Fitzsimmons, 2022-02-01
Feminism meets travel in this interactive resource for women who love to travel the world, near and
far—from the co-founders of Unearth Women, a print and digital women’s travel magazine that’s
been featured in The New York Times, Vogue, and Good Morning America. Wanderess features
expert tips from leading women in the travel industry. You’ll find everything you need to experience
life-changing adventures, both near and far. And because travel is not a one-size-fits-all experience,
our experts offer helpful advice for specific travelers, whether you’re a woman of color, a member of
the LGBTQIA+ community, or an expecting or new mom. Open this book to . . . • Discover your
specific travel style • Build your destinations wish list • Find volunteer opportunities abroad • Get
expert tips on travel hacking • Use helpful checklists, from trip planning to packing • Learn how to
travel solo • Write your own feminist city guide • And so much more! Featuring advice and wisdom
from experienced and well-respected travel experts and influencers including Annika Ziehen, Oneika



Raymond, Brooke Saward, Kelly Lewis, Dani Heinrich, Esme Benjamin, Beth Santos, Jessica
Nabongo, and Evita Robinson, Wanderess will inspire you to travel in a way that’s smarter, safer,
and smoother, all while supporting local women.
  a ladies guide to fortune hunting: The American Heiress Daisy Goodwin, 2011-06-21 Now
including an excerpt from VICTORIA: A Novel, by Daisy Goodwin, the Creator/Writer of the
Masterpiece Presentation on PBS. Anyone suffering Downton Abbey withdrawal symptoms (who
isn't?) will find an instant tonic in Daisy Goodwin's The American Heiress. The story of Cora Cash, an
American heiress in the 1890s who bags an English duke, this is a deliciously evocative first novel
that lingers in the mind. --Allison Pearson, New York Times bestselling author of I Don't Know How
She Does It and I Think I Love You Be careful what you wish for. Traveling abroad with her mother
at the turn of the twentieth century to seek a titled husband, beautiful, vivacious Cora Cash, whose
family mansion in Newport dwarfs the Vanderbilts', suddenly finds herself Duchess of Wareham,
married to Ivo, the most eligible bachelor in England. Nothing is quite as it seems, however: Ivo is
withdrawn and secretive, and the English social scene is full of traps and betrayals. Money, Cora
soon learns, cannot buy everything, as she must decide what is truly worth the price in her life and
her marriage. Witty, moving, and brilliantly entertaining, Cora's story marks the debut of a glorious
storyteller who brings a fresh new spirit to the world of Edith Wharton and Henry James. For
daughters of the new American billionaires of the 19th century, it was the ultimate deal: marriage to
a cash-strapped British Aristocrat in return for a title and social status. But money didn't always buy
them happiness. --Daisy Goodwin in The Daily Mail One of Library Journal's Best Historical Fiction
Books of 2011
  a ladies guide to fortune hunting: Let the Dead Speak Jane Casey, 2017-07-25 Casey is a true
craftswoman, a writer who beguiles one through the most twisted of plots with a confident and
seductive hand. Let The Dead Speak is sharp, complex and gripping to the very end Alex Marwood,
bestselling author of Wicked Girls and The Killer Next Door When eighteen-year-old Chloe Emery
returns to her West London home she finds her mother missing, the house covered in blood.
Everything points to murder, except for one thing: there’s no sign of the body. London detective
Maeve Kerrigan and the homicide team turn their attention to the neighbours. The ultra-religious
Norrises are acting suspiciously; their teenage daughter and Chloe Emery definitely have something
to hide. Then there’s William Turner, once accused of stabbing a schoolmate and the neighborhood’s
favorite criminal. Is he merely a scapegoat, or is there more behind the charismatic façade? As a
body fails to materialize, Maeve must piece together a patchwork of testimonies and accusations.
Who is lying, and who is not? And soon Maeve starts to realize that not only will the answer lead to
Kate Emery, but more lives may hang in the balance. With Let the Dead Speak, Jane Casey returns
with another taut, richly drawn novel that will grip readers from the opening pages to the stunning
conclusion.
  a ladies guide to fortune hunting: Crownchasers Rebecca Coffindaffer, 2020-09-29 A deadly
race across 1,001 planets will determine more than just the fate of the empire. This explosive first
book in a duology jam-packed with tension and thrills is perfect for fans of The Hunger Games,
Aurora Rising, and Three Dark Crowns. Alyssa Farshot has spent her whole life trying to outrun her
family legacy, even leaving behind the Kingship and her uncle, the emperor, for a life of exploring.
But when her dying uncle announces a crownchase—a search for the royal seal hidden in the empire
that will determine the next ruler—Alyssa is thrust into her greatest, most dangerous adventure yet.
  a ladies guide to fortune hunting: Bring Up the Bodies Hilary Mantel, 2012-05-08 Winner of
the 2012 Man Booker Prize Winner of the 2012 Costa Book of the Year Award The sequel to Hilary
Mantel's 2009 Man Booker Prize winner and New York Times bestseller, Wolf Hall delves into the
heart of Tudor history with the downfall of Anne Boleyn Though he battled for seven years to marry
her, Henry is disenchanted with Anne Boleyn. She has failed to give him a son and her sharp
intelligence and audacious will alienate his old friends and the noble families of England. When the
discarded Katherine dies in exile from the court, Anne stands starkly exposed, the focus of gossip
and malice. At a word from Henry, Thomas Cromwell is ready to bring her down. Over three



terrifying weeks, Anne is ensnared in a web of conspiracy, while the demure Jane Seymour stands
waiting her turn for the poisoned wedding ring. But Anne and her powerful family will not yield
without a ferocious struggle. Hilary Mantel's Bring Up the Bodies follows the dramatic trial of the
queen and her suitors for adultery and treason. To defeat the Boleyns, Cromwell must ally with his
natural enemies, the papist aristocracy. What price will he pay for Anne's head? Bring Up the Bodies
is one of The New York Times' 10 Best Books of 2012, one of Publishers Weekly's Top 10 Best Books
of 2012 and one of The Washington Post's 10 Best Books of 2012
  a ladies guide to fortune hunting: The Lady Rogue Jenn Bennett, 2019-09-03 “A
swashbuckling adventure.” —Booklist “A rollicking Indiana Jones flick with a female lead.” —BCCB
The Last Magician meets A Gentleman’s Guide to Vice and Virtue in this thrilling, “breathless”
(Kirkus Reviews) tale filled with magic and set in the mysterious Carpathian Mountains where a girl
must hunt down Vlad the Impaler’s cursed ring in order to save her father. Some legends never die…
Traveling with her treasure-hunting father has always been a dream for Theodora. She’s read every
book in his library, has an impressive knowledge of the world’s most sought-after relics, and has all
the ambition in the world. What she doesn’t have is her father’s permission. That honor goes to her
father’s nineteen-year-old protégé—and once-upon-a-time love of Theodora’s life—Huck Gallagher,
while Theodora is left to sit alone in her hotel in Istanbul. Until Huck returns from an expedition
without her father and enlists Theodora’s help in rescuing him. Armed with her father’s travel
journal, the reluctant duo learns that her father had been digging up information on a legendary and
magical ring that once belonged to Vlad the Impaler—more widely known as Dracula—and that it
just might be the key to finding him. Journeying into Romania, Theodora and Huck embark on a
captivating adventure through Gothic villages and dark castles in the misty Carpathian Mountains to
recover the notorious ring. But they aren’t the only ones who are searching for it. A secretive and
dangerous occult society with a powerful link to Vlad the Impaler himself is hunting for it, too. And
they will go to any lengths—including murder—to possess it.
  a ladies guide to fortune hunting: The Rake's Daughter Anne Gracie, 2022-07-26 An earl is
forced to play matchmaker for the daughters of a rake in a smart and witty new Regency romance
from the national bestselling author of The Scoundrel’s Daughter. Recently returned to England,
Leo, the new Earl of Salcott, discovers he's been thrust into the role of guardian to an heiress, the
daughter of a notorious rake. Even worse, his wealthy ward has brought her half-sister, the beautiful
but penniless Isobel, with her. Leo must find Clarissa a suitable husband, but her illegitimate half
sister, Izzy, is quite another matter. Her lowly birth makes her quite unacceptable in London’s
aristocratic circles. However, the girls are devoted to each other and despite the risk of scandal if
Izzy’s parentage is discovered, they refuse to be separated. To Leo’s frustration, nothing will
convince them otherwise. Even worse, sparks fly every time Leo and Izzy interact. Called away to his
country estate, Leo instructs the young ladies to stay quietly at home. But when he returns, he's
infuriated to discover that Izzy and Clarissa have launched themselves into society — with
tremendous success! There's no going back. Now Leo must enter society to protect Clarissa from
fortune hunters, and try not to be driven mad by the sharp-witted, rebellious, and intoxicating Izzy.
  a ladies guide to fortune hunting: A Lost Lady Willa Cather, 2023-11-15 A Lost Lady is a
novel by American author Willa Cather, first published in 1923. It centers on Marian Forrester, her
husband Captain Daniel Forrester, and their lives in the small western town of Sweet Water, along
the Transcontinental Railroad. However, it is mostly told from the perspective of a young man
named Niel Herbert, as he observes the decline of both Marian and the West itself, as it shifts from a
place of pioneering spirit to one of corporate exploitation. Exploring themes of social class, money,
and the march of progress, A Lost Lady was praised for its vivid use of symbolism and setting, and is
considered to be a major influence on the works of F. Scott Fitzgerald. It has been adapted to film
twice, with a film adaptation being released in 1924, followed by a looser adaptation in 1934,
starring Barbara Stanwyck. A Lost Lady begins in the small railroad town of Sweet Water, on the
undeveloped Western plains. The most prominent family in the town is the Forresters, and Marian
Forrester is known for her hospitality and kindness. The railroad executives frequently stop by her



house and enjoy the food and comfort she offers while there on business. A young boy, Niel Herbert,
frequently plays on the Forrester estate with his friend. One day, an older boy named Ivy Peters
arrives, and shoots a woodpecker out of a tree. He then blinds the bird and laughs as it flies around
helplessly. Niel pities the bird and tries to climb the tree to put it out of its misery, but while
climbing he slips, and breaks his arm in the fall, as well as knocking himself unconscious. Ivy takes
him to the Forrester house where Marian looks after him. When Niel wakes up, he's amazed by the
nice house and how sweet Marian smells. He doesn't't see her much after that, but several years
later he and his uncle, Judge Pommeroy, are invited to the Forrester house for dinner. There he
meets Ellinger, who he will later learn is Mrs. Forrester's lover, and Constance, a young girl his age.
  a ladies guide to fortune hunting: Reasons to Be Cheerful Nina Stibbe, 2019-07-23 From the
reliably hilarious (Entertainment Weekly) author of Love, Nina: a brilliantly funny and heartbreaking
story of growing up and finding the independence you might not actually want . . . Teenager Lizzie
Vogel has a new job as a dental assistant. This is not as glamorous as it sounds. At least it means
mostly getting away from her alcoholic, nymphomaniacal, novel-writing mother. But, if Lizzie thinks
being independent means sex with her boyfriend (he prefers bird-watching), strict boundaries (her
boss keeps using her loo) or self-respect (surely only actual athletes get fungal foot infections?) she's
still got a lot more growing up to do. The winner of the 2019 Bollinger Everyman Wodehouse Prize
for Comic Fiction, Reasons to Be Cheerful is a novel that lives up to its title, confirming Nina
Stibbe's status as one of the most original and delightful writers at work today.
  a ladies guide to fortune hunting: Looking for Jane Heather Marshall, 2023-02-07 This
“clever and satisfying” (Associated Press) #1 international bestseller for fans of Kristin Hannah and
Jennifer Chiaverini follows three women who are bound together by a long-lost letter, a mother’s
love, and a secret network of women fighting for the right to choose—inspired by true stories. 2017:
When Angela Creighton discovers a mysterious letter containing a life-shattering confession, she is
determined to find the intended recipient. Her search takes her back to the 1970s when a group of
daring women operated an illegal underground abortion network in Toronto known only by its
whispered code name: Jane. 1971: As a teenager, Dr. Evelyn Taylor was sent to a home for “fallen”
women where she was forced to give up her baby for adoption—a trauma she has never recovered
from. Despite the constant threat of arrest, she joins the Jane Network as an abortion provider,
determined to give other women the choice she never had. 1980: After discovering a shocking secret
about her family, twenty-year-old Nancy Mitchell begins to question everything she has ever known.
When she unexpectedly becomes pregnant, she feels like she has no one to turn to for help.
Grappling with her decision, she locates “Jane” and finds a place of her own alongside Dr. Taylor
within the network’s ranks, but she can never escape the lies that haunt her. Looking for Jane is “a
searing, important, beautifully written novel about the choices we all make and where they lead
us—as well as a wise and timely reminder of the difficult road women had to walk not so long ago”
(Kristin Harmel, New York Times bestselling author).
  a ladies guide to fortune hunting: Blazewrath Games Amparo Ortiz, 2020-10-06 Dragons and
their riders compete in an international sports tournament in this alternate contemporary world
fantasy Lana Torres has always preferred dragons to people. In a few weeks, sixteen countries will
compete in the Blazewrath World Cup, a tournament where dragons and their riders fight for glory
in a dangerous relay. Lana longs to represent her native Puerto Rico in their first ever World Cup
appearance, and when Puerto Rico’s Runner—the only player without a dragon steed—is kicked off
the team, she’s given the chance. But when she discovers that a former Blazewrath superstar has
teamed up with the Sire—a legendary dragon who’s cursed into human form—the safety of the Cup
is jeopardized. The pair are burning down dragon sanctuaries around the world and refuse to stop
unless the Cup gets cancelled. All Lana wanted was to represent her country. Now, to do that, she’ll
have to navigate an international conspiracy that’s deadlier than her beloved sport.
  a ladies guide to fortune hunting: Wrapped Jennifer Bradbury, 2012-05-22
Seventeen-year-old Agnes Wilkins is about to make her debut into 1815 London society at a lavish
party, where she meets Lord Showalter, a wealthy and eligible man who collects Egyptian



antiquities and who is hiding a dangerous secret.
  a ladies guide to fortune hunting: The Final Girl Support Group Grady Hendrix, 2021-07-13
THE INSTANT NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER VOTED GOODREADS CHOICE AWARD BEST
HORROR NOVEL OF 2021 A Good Morning America Buzz Pick “The horror master…puts his unique
spin on slasher movie tropes.”-USA Today A can't-miss summer read, selected by The New York
Times, Oprah Daily, Time, USA Today, The Philadelphia Inquirer, CNN, LitHub, BookRiot, Bustle,
Popsugar and the New York Public Library In horror movies, the final girls are the ones left standing
when the credits roll. They made it through the worst night of their lives…but what happens after?
Like his bestselling novel The Southern Book Club’s Guide to Slaying Vampires, Grady Hendrix’s
latest is a fast-paced, frightening, and wickedly humorous thriller. From chain saws to summer camp
slayers, The Final Girl Support Group pays tribute to and slyly subverts our most popular horror
films—movies like The Texas Chainsaw Massacre, A Nightmare on Elm Street, and Scream. Lynnette
Tarkington is a real-life final girl who survived a massacre. For more than a decade, she’s been
meeting with five other final girls and their therapist in a support group for those who survived the
unthinkable, working to put their lives back together. Then one woman misses a meeting, and their
worst fears are realized—someone knows about the group and is determined to rip their lives apart
again, piece by piece. But the thing about final girls is that no matter how bad the odds, how dark
the night, how sharp the knife, they will never, ever give up.
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