a history of the world in 6 glasses

A History of the World in 6 Glasses: An In-Depth
Exploration

Author: Tom Standage, a senior writer at The Economist and author of several acclaimed
books on the intersection of technology and history, brings his expertise in both fields to A
History of the World in 6 Glasses. His background makes him uniquely suited to explore the
cultural and societal impact of beverages throughout history, as seen in A History of the
World in 6 Glasses.

Publisher: Bloomsbury Press, a reputable publisher known for its high-quality non-fiction
and scholarly works, lends credibility to the publication of A History of the World in 6
Glasses. Their established reputation ensures the book's academic rigor and widespread
accessibility.

Editor: While specific editor information is not always publicized, the editorial process at
Bloomsbury Press likely involved historians and subject matter experts who ensured the
accuracy and insightful presentation of the material in A History of the World in 6 Glasses.
Their expertise in historical narrative and publishing ensured a high-quality product.

H2: The Six Glasses: Tracing History Through Beverages

Tom Standage's A History of the World in 6 Glasses is not merely a history of beverages; it's
a cleverly structured narrative using six specific drinks—beer, wine, spirits, coffee, tea, and
cola—as lenses through which to examine pivotal moments in human civilization. The book
argues that these drinks have played a surprisingly significant role in shaping social
structures, economic development, and global power dynamics. Each chapter delves into
the history of a particular beverage, revealing fascinating connections between its
production, consumption, and broader historical trends.

H2: Beer: The Dawn of Civilization and Agricultural
Revolution

The first glass, beer, anchors the book's argument by exploring its origins in Mesopotamia.
Standage meticulously traces the development of brewing technology, highlighting its
importance in the Neolithic Revolution. Archaeological evidence, such as residue found in
ancient pottery, supports the claim that beer predates wine and played a crucial role in
early agricultural societies. Its production stimulated the growth of settled communities and
contributed to advancements in food storage and preservation. A History of the World in 6
Glasses effectively connects the rise of beer to the development of social hierarchies and
the emergence of organized religion, showcasing its impact beyond mere sustenance.



H2: Wine: The Rise of the Mediterranean and the
Expansion of Empires

The second glass, wine, takes us to the Mediterranean world, highlighting its significance in
ancient Greece and Rome. Standage explores the role of viticulture in the economies of
these powerful empires, demonstrating how wine became a symbol of status, luxury, and
cultural identity. Data from archaeological digs and classical texts supports the book's
claims about wine production techniques, trade networks, and its use in religious rituals
and social gatherings. A History of the World in 6 Glasses uses wine to exemplify how a
single beverage can influence political power, trade routes, and cultural exchange across
vast geographical areas.

H2: Spirits: Globalization and Colonial Expansion

Spirits, the third glass, represent a significant turning point in the narrative. Standage
expertly connects the rise of distilled beverages to European colonialism and the global
expansion of trade. Research into colonial records and economic data reveals the pivotal
role of spirits in fueling exploration, trade, and the transatlantic slave trade. The
devastating effects of alcohol on indigenous populations, meticulously documented in the
book, underline the darker aspects of globalization and the unequal power dynamics
associated with it. A History of the World in 6 Glasses powerfully illustrates how a simple
drink could be entangled with complex historical injustices.

H2: Coffee: The Enlightenment and the Rise of Global
Networks

Coffee, the fourth glass, marks the beginning of a new era. Standage details the emergence
of coffee houses as vital centers of intellectual and social exchange during the
Enlightenment. Data from historical archives and sociological studies supports the claim
that coffee houses fostered the spread of new ideas, scientific discoveries, and political
discourse. The book highlights the global networks built around coffee cultivation and trade,
showcasing the interconnectedness of the world economy and the cultural diffusion that
accompanied it. A History of the World in 6 Glasses uses coffee as a case study of how a
beverage can shape intellectual and social landscapes.

H2: Tea: The British Empire and Global Trade

Tea, the fifth glass, centers on the British Empire and the global ramifications of tea
cultivation and trade. Standage leverages historical data on the East India Company,
demonstrating its vast influence on global trade and the socio-economic structures of both
Britain and its colonies. The Opium Wars are examined as a direct consequence of the
insatiable British appetite for tea and the balance-of-trade imbalances it created. A History
of the World in 6 Glasses uses tea to illustrate the complexities of imperialism, economic
exploitation, and the creation of global trade networks.



H2: Cola: Americanization and Global Consumer Culture

The final glass, cola, represents the modern era and the rise of American consumer culture.
Standage traces the evolution of cola from a medicinal tonic to a globally recognized brand,
effectively demonstrating the power of marketing and branding in shaping consumer
behavior. Market research data and historical analysis of Coca-Cola's global expansion
highlight its role in disseminating American culture and values across the world. A History
of the World in 6 Glasses uses cola as a powerful symbol of globalization, mass production,
and the homogenization of global culture.

H2: Summary and Conclusions

A History of the World in 6 Glasses presents a compelling argument that seemingly
mundane beverages have played a pivotal role in shaping global history. Through
meticulous research and engaging storytelling, Standage connects the production,
consumption, and trade of these six drinks to significant historical events and long-term
social transformations. The book's strength lies in its ability to weave together diverse
historical threads, revealing unexpected connections and challenging conventional
historical narratives. It offers a fresh perspective on the past, reminding us that even the
smallest details of everyday life can hold significant historical weight.

H2: FAQs

1. What makes A History of the World in 6 Glasses unique? Its unique approach uses six
beverages as narrative lenses, providing a fresh and engaging perspective on
historical events.

1. What is the book's central argument? The central argument is that the history of these
six drinks profoundly influenced global events, social structures, and economic
development.

1. What kind of sources does Standage use? The book utilizes a wide range of sources,
including archaeological evidence, historical documents, economic data, and
sociological studies.

1. Is the book suitable for a general audience? Yes, it's written in an accessible style,
making it engaging for readers with various levels of historical knowledge.



1. What is the book's geographical scope? The book has a global scope, covering events
and trends across various continents.

1. How does the book address the ethical implications of beverage production and
consumption? It tackles issues like colonialism, exploitation, and the impact of alcohol
on different cultures.

1. What is the book's overall tone? The tone is informative, engaging, and often witty,
making it a highly readable and enjoyable experience.

1. Are there any criticisms of A History of the World in 6 Glasses? Some critics argue that
the narrative occasionally oversimplifies complex historical processes.

1. How does the book conclude? The book concludes by reflecting on the ongoing impact
of these beverages in shaping the modern world and the future.

H2: Related Articles

1. "The History of Beer Brewing: From Ancient Mesopotamia to Modern Craft Breweries":
A deep dive into the technological and cultural evolution of beer production
throughout history.

1. "Wine and the Roman Empire: A Symbiotic Relationship": An exploration of the role of
wine in the Roman economy, society, and culture.

1. "The Sugar Trade and the Transatlantic Slave Trade: A Bitter Brew": Examining the
connections between sugar, rum, and the horrific realities of the transatlantic slave
trade.



1. "Coffee Houses and the Enlightenment: Centers of Intellectual and Social Ferment": A
closer look at the role of coffee houses in shaping intellectual and political discourse.

1. "The Tea Trade and the Rise of the British Empire: A Tale of Two Empires": A detailed
examination of the East India Company's role in the global tea trade and its impact on
British power.

1. "Coca-Cola: A Global Brand and its Cultural Impact": Analyzing the marketing
strategies and cultural influence of Coca-Cola as a global brand.

1. "The Social History of Alcohol Consumption": A broader exploration of alcohol's impact
on social structures and cultural practices across different societies.

1. "The Global Coffee Trade and its Ethical Dilemmas": Examining the complexities of the
modern coffee industry and its ethical challenges.

1. "The History of Soft Drinks: From Medicinal Tonics to Mass-Produced Beverages": A
comprehensive overview of the history and evolution of soft drinks, including cola.

a history of the world in 6 glasses: A History of the World in 6 Glasses Tom Standage,
2006-05-16 An offbeat history of the world traces the story of humankind from the Stone Age to the
twenty-first century from the perspective of six different drinks--beer, wine, spirits, coffee, tea, and
cola--describing their pervasive influence during pivotal eras of world history, from humankind's
adoption of agriculture to the advent of globalization. Reprint. 40,000 first printing.

a history of the world in 6 glasses: A History of the World in 6 Glasses Tom Standage,
2009-05-26 New York Times Bestseller * Soon to be a TV series starring Dan Aykroyd “There aren't
many books this entertaining that also provide a cogent crash course in ancient, classical and
modern history.” -Los Angeles Times Beer, wine, spirits, coffee, tea, and Coca-Cola: In Tom
Standage's deft, innovative account of world history, these six beverages turn out to be much more
than just ways to quench thirst. They also represent six eras that span the course of civilization-from
the adoption of agriculture, to the birth of cities, to the advent of globalization. A History of the
World in 6 Glasses tells the story of humanity from the Stone Age to the twenty-first century through
each epoch's signature refreshment. As Standage persuasively argues, each drink is in fact a kind of
technology, advancing culture and catalyzing the intricate interplay of different societies. After



reading this enlightening book, you may never look at your favorite drink in quite the same way
again.

a history of the world in 6 glasses: An Edible History of Humanity Tom Standage, 2010-05-03
A lighthearted chronicle of how foods have transformed human culture throughout the ages traces
the barley- and wheat-driven early civilizations of the near East through the corn and potato
industries in America.

a history of the world in 6 glasses: A History of the World in Six Glasses Tom Standage,
2010-01-08 Whatever your favourite tipple, when you pour yourself a drink, you have the past in a
glass. You can likely find them all in your own kitchen — beer, wine, spirits, coffee, tea, cola. Line
them up on the counter, and there you have it: thousands of years of human history in six drinks.
Tom Standage opens a window onto the past in this tour of six beverages that remain essentials
today. En route he makes fascinating forays into the byways of western culture: Why were ancient
Egyptians buried with beer? Why was wine considered a “classier” drink than beer by the Romans?
How did rum grog help the British navy defeat Napoleon? What is the relationship between coffee
and revolution? And how did Coca-Cola become the number one poster-product for globalization
decades before the term was even coined?

a history of the world in 6 glasses: A History of the World in Six Glasses Tom Standage, 2005
Whatever your favourite tipple, when you pour yourself a drink, you have the past in a glass. You can
likely find them all in your own kitchen — beer, wine, spirits, coffee, tea, cola. Line them up on the
counter, and there you have it: thousands of years of human history in six drinks. Tom Standage
opens a window onto the past in this tour of six beverages that remain essentials today. En route he
makes fascinating forays into the byways of western culture: Why were ancient Egyptians buried
with beer? Why was wine considered a “classier” drink than beer by the Romans? How did rum grog
help the British navy defeat Napoleon? What is the relationship between coffee and revolution? And
how did Coca-Cola become the number one poster-product for globalization decades before the term
was even coined?

a history of the world in 6 glasses: A History of the World in 6 Glasses Tom Standage, 2005
From beer to Coca-Cola, the six drinks that have helped shape human history. Throughout human
history. certain drinks have done much more than just quench thirst. As Tom Standage relates with
authority and charm, six of them have had a surprisingly pervasive influence on the course of
history, becoming the defining drink during a pivotal historical period. This book tells the story of
humanity from the Stone Age to the 21st century through the lens of beer, wine, spirits, coffee, tea,
and cola.

a history of the world in 6 glasses: A History of the World in 6 Glasses Summary
Createspace Independent Pub, Readtrepreneur Publishing, 2017-11-12 A History of the World in 6
Glasses by Tom Standage | Book Summary | Readtrepreneur (Disclaimer: This is NOT the original
book. If you're looking for the original book, search this link http://amzn.to/2zrUFrc) Throughout
human history, 6 drinks did much more than just quench thirst. They told the story of humanity from
Stone Age to the 21st century. A History of the World in 6 Glasses is a unique book which tells the
history of human through the lens of 6 drinks. They are beer, wine, spirits, coffee, tea and cola.
These 6 glasses all holds an important standing in the history of humanity. (Note: This summary is
wholly written and published by readtrepreneur.com. It is not affiliated with the original author in
any way) The mouth of a perfectly contented man is filled with beer - Tom Standage For Tom
Standage, each drink is a different kind of catalyst, bringing us closer to where we are today. Each
drink has its own unique story and history. You may never look at your favorite drink the same way
again! We are our history. Theodore Roosevelt once said that the more you know about the past, the
better prepared you are for the future. P.S. We are not makers of history. We are made by history.
Learn the history of humanity with this unique lens of 6 glasses. The Time for Thinking is Over! Time
for Action! Scroll Up Now and Click on the Buy now with 1-Click Button to Get a Copy Delivered to
Your Doorstep Right Away! Why Choose Us, Readtrepreneur? Highest Quality Summaries Delivers
Amazing Knowledge Awesome Refresher Clear And Concise Disclaimer Once Again: This book is



meant for a great companionship of the original book or to simply get the gist of the original book. If
you're looking for the original book, search for this link: http://amzn.to/2zrUFrc

a history of the world in 6 glasses: Summary of A History of the World in 6 Glasses by
Tom Standage Readtrepreneur Publishing, 2019-05-24 A History of the World in 6 Glasses by Tom
Standage - Book Summary - Readtrepreneur (Disclaimer: This is NOT the original book but an
unofficial summary.) Throughout human history, 6 drinks did much more than just quench thirst.
They told the story of humanity from Stone Age to the 21 st century. A History of the World in 6
Glasses is a unique book which tells the history of human through the lens of 6 drinks. They are
beer, wine, spirits, coffee, tea and cola. These 6 glasses all holds an important standing in the
history of humanity. (Note: This summary is wholly written and published by readtrepreneur.com. It
is not affiliated with the original author in any way) The mouth of a perfectly contented man is filled
with beer - Tom Standage For Tom Standage, each drink is a different kind of catalyst, bringing us
closer to where we are today. Each drink has it own unique story and history. You may never look at
your favorite drink the same way again! We are our history. Theodore Roosevelt once said that the
more you know about the past, the better prepared you are for the future. P.S. We are not makers of
history. We are made by history. Learn the history of humanity with this unique lens of 6 glasses.
The Time for Thinking is Over! Time for Action! Scroll Up Now and Click on the Buy now with
1-Click Button to Download your Copy Right Away! Why Choose Us, Readtrepreneur? [] Highest
Quality Summaries [] Delivers Amazing Knowledge [] Awesome Refresher [] Clear And Concise
Disclaimer Once Again: This book is meant for a great companionship of the original book or to
simply get the gist of the original book.

a history of the world in 6 glasses: Glass Alan Macfarlane, Gerry Martin, 2002-10 Picture, if
you can, a world without glass. There would be no microscopes or telescopes, no sciences of
microbiology or astronomy. People with poor vision would grope in the shadows, and planes, cars,
and even electricity probably wouldn't exist. Artists would draw without the benefit of
three-dimensional perspective, and ships would still be steered by what stars navigators could see
through the naked eye. In Glass: A World History, Alan Macfarlane and Gerry Martin tell the
fascinating story of how glass has revolutionized the way we see ourselves and the world around us.
Starting ten thousand years ago with its invention in the Near East, Macfarlane and Martin trace the
history of glass and its uses from the ancient civilizations of India, China, and Rome through western
Europe during the Renaissance, Enlightenment, and Industrial Revolution, and finally up to the
present day. The authors argue that glass played a key role not just in transforming humanity's
relationship with the natural world, but also in the divergent courses of Eastern and Western
civilizations. While all the societies that used glass first focused on its beauty in jewelry and other
ornaments, and some later made it into bottles and other containers, only western Europeans
further developed the use of glass for precise optics, mirrors, and windows. These technological
innovations in glass, in turn, provided the foundations for European domination of the world in the
several centuries following the Scientific Revolution. Clear, compelling, and quite provocative, Glass
is an amazing biography of an equally amazing subject, a subject that has been central to every
aspect of human history, from art and science to technology and medicine.

a history of the world in 6 glasses: Writing on the Wall Tom Standage, 2014-09-16
Chronicles social media over two millennia, from papyrus letters that Cicero used to exchange news
across the Empire to today, reminding us how modern behavior echoes that of prior centuries and
encouraging debate and discussion about how we'll communicate in the future.

a history of the world in 6 glasses: Thinking History Globally Diego Olstein, 2014-11-04
The book brings together many recent trends in writing history under a common framework:
thinking history globally. By thinking history globally, the book explains, applies, and exemplifies the
four basic strategies of analysis, the big C's: comparing, connecting, conceptualizing, and
contextualizing, using twelve different branches of history.

a history of the world in 6 glasses: How Glass Changed the World Seth C. Rasmussen,
2012-02-23 Glass production is thought to date to ~2500 BC and had found numerous uses by the




height of the Roman Empire. Yet the modern view of glass-based chemical apparatus (beakers,
flasks, stills, etc.) was quite limited due to a lack of glass durability under rapid temperature
changes and chemical attack. This “brief” gives an overview of the history and chemistry of glass
technology from its origins in antiquity to its dramatic expansion in the 13th century, concluding
with its impact on society in general, particularly its effect on chemical practices.

a history of the world in 6 glasses: Uncorking the Past Patrick E. McGovern, 2009-10-30 In a
lively gastronomical tour around the world and through the millennia, Uncorking the Past tells the
compelling story of humanity's ingenious, intoxicating search for booze. Following a tantalizing trail
of archaeological, chemical, artistic, and textual clues, Patrick E. McGovern, the leading authority on
ancient alcoholic beverages, brings us up to date on what we now know about the creation and
history of alcohol, and the role of alcohol in society across cultures. Along the way, he integrates
studies in food and sociology to explore a provocative hypothesis about the integral role that spirits
have played in human evolution. We discover, for example, that the cereal staples of the modern
world were probably domesticated in agrarian societies for their potential in fermenting large
quantities of alcoholic beverages. These include the delectable rice wines of China and Japan, the
corn beers of the Americas, and the millet and sorghum drinks of Africa. Humans also learned how
to make mead from honey and wine from exotic fruits of all kinds: even from the sweet pulp of the
cacao (chocolate) fruit in the New World. The perfect drink, it turns out-whether it be mind-altering,
medicinal, a religious symbol, liquid courage, or artistic inspiration-has not only been a profound
force in history, but may be fundamental to the human condition itself. This coffee table book will
sate the curiosity of any armchair historian interested in the long history of food and wine.

a history of the world in 6 glasses: Drink Iain Gately, 2008-07-03 A spirited look at the
history of alcohol, from the dawn of civilization to the modern day Alcohol is a fundamental part of
Western culture. We have been drinking as long as we have been human, and for better or worse,
alcohol has shaped our civilization. Drink investigates the history of this Jekyll and Hyde of fluids,
tracing mankind's love/hate relationship with alcohol from ancient Egypt to the present day. Drink
further documents the contribution of alcohol to the birth and growth of the United States, taking in
the War of Independence, the Pennsylvania Whiskey revolt, the slave trade, and the failed
experiment of national Prohibition. Finally, it provides a history of the world's most famous
drinks-and the world's most famous drinkers. Packed with trivia and colorful characters, Drink
amounts to an intoxicating history of the world.

a history of the world in 6 glasses: A History of the World in Sixteen Shipwrecks Stewart
Gordon, 2015-05-05 Roman triremes of the Mediterranean. The treasure fleet of the Spanish Main.
Great ocean liners of the Atlantic. Stories of disasters at sea fire the imagination as little else can,
whether the subject is a historical wreck - the Titanic or the Bismark - or the recent capsizing of a
Mediterranean cruise ship. Shipwrecks also make for a new and very different understanding of
world history. A History of the World in Sixteen Shipwrecks explores the ages-long, immensely
hazardous, persistently romantic, and still-ongoing process of moving people and goods across
far-flung maritime worlds. Telling the stories of ships and the people who made and sailed them,
from the earliest ancient-Nile craft to the Exxon Valdez, A History of the World in Sixteen
Shipwrecks argues that the gradual integration of localized and separate maritime regions into
fewer, larger, and more interdependent regions offers a unique window on world history. Stewart
Gordon draws a number of provocative conclusions from his study, among them that the European
Age of Exploration as a singular event is simply a myth - many cultures, east and west, explored
far-flung maritime worlds over the millennia - and that technologies of shipbuilding and navigation
have been among the main drivers of science and technology throughout history. Finally, A History
of the World in Sixteen Shipwrecks shows in a series of compelling narratives that the development
of institutions and technologies that made terrifying oceans familiar, and turned unknown seas into
sea-lanes, profoundly matters in our modern world.

a history of the world in 6 glasses: When Asia Was the World Stewart Gordon, 2008
Describes the important influence of Asia's great civilization on the West, as traveling merchants,



scholars, philosophers, and religious figures brought the wisdom of China and the Middle East to
medieval Europe during the Dark Ages.

a history of the world in 6 glasses: Ten Drinks That Changed the World S. Lynch,
2018-10-19 Walk into any bar, in almost any part of the world, and there, on the back shelf you're
likely to see Baijiu, Cognac, Vodka, ScotchShochu, Tequila, Bourbon, Rum, Gin and Absinthe. These
drinks helped shape our culture; inspired authors and painters, brought both anarchy and harmony
and even, in some cases, induced mass hysteria. In Ten Drinks That Changed the World, bartender,
poet and writer Seki Lynch tells the stories behind the spirits.

a history of the world in 6 glasses: A History of World Societies, Combined Volume John
P. McKay, Bennett D. Hill, John Buckler, Patricia Buckley Ebrey, Roger B. Beck, Clare Haru
Crowston, Merry E. Wiesner-Hanks, 2011-10-05 A History of World Societies introduces students to
the global past through social history and the stories and voices of the people who lived it. The
book’s regional and comparative approach helps students understand the connections of global
history while providing a manageable organization. With global connections and comparisons,
documents, features and activities that teach historical analysis.

a history of the world in 6 glasses: Pepper Marjorie Shaffer, 2013-04-02 Filled with
anecdotes and fascinating information, a spicy read indeed. (Mark Pendergrast, author of
Uncommon Grounds: The History of Coffee and How it Transformed the World) The perfect
companion to Mark Kurlansky's Salt: A World History, Pepper illuminates the rich history of pepper
for a popular audience. Vivid and entertaining, it describes the part pepper played in bringing the
Europeans, and later the Americans, to Asia and details the fascinating encounters they had there.
As Mark Pendergrast, author of Uncommon Grounds, said, After reading Marjorie Shaffer's Pepper,
you'll reconsider the significance of that grinder or shaker on your dining room table. The pursuit of
this wizened berry with the bite changed history in ways you've never dreamed, involving
extraordinary voyages, international trade, exotic locales, exploitation, brutality, disease,
extinctions, and rebellions, and featuring a set of remarkable characters. From the abundance of
wildlife on the islands of the Indian Ocean, which the Europeans used as stepping stones to India
and the East Indies, to colorful accounts of the sultan of Banda Aceh entertaining his European
visitors with great banquets and elephant fights, this fascinating book reveals the often surprising
story behind one of mankind's most common spices.

a history of the world in 6 glasses: Navigating World History P. Manning, 2003-05-15 World
history has expanded dramatically in recent years, primarily as a teaching field, and increasingly as
a research field. Growing numbers of teachers and Ph.Ds in history are required to teach the
subject. They must be current on topics from human evolution to industrial development in
Song-dynasty China to today's disease patterns - and then link these disparate topics into a coherent
course. Numerous textbooks in print and in preparation summarize the field of world history at an
introductory level. But good teaching also requires advanced training for teachers, and access to a
stream of new research from scholars trained as world historians. In this book, Patrick Manning
provides the first comprehensive overview of the academic field of world history. He reviews
patterns of research and debate, and proposes guidelines for study by teachers and by researchers
in world history.

a history of the world in 6 glasses: The Food Traveler's Handbook Jodi Ettenberg, 2012-09
Part of the Traveler's Handbook series, The Food Traveler's Handbook provides a compelling
argument for why it is important to use food as a lens through which you see the world. Using this
handbook as a guide, you will learn how to eat safely in developing countries, source cheap but
delicious streetside meals and discover how to make food a tool for understanding a new place and
connecting to its local culture.

a history of the world in 6 glasses: Uncommon Knowledge Tom Standage, 2019-11-07 The
world can be an amazing place if you know the right questions to ask: How did carrots become
orange? What's stopping us from having a four-day week? How can we remove all the broken bits of
satellite from orbit? If everything is so terrible, why is the global suicide rate falling? The keen



minds of the Economist love to look beyond everyday appearances to find out what really makes
things tick. In this latest collection of The Economist Explains, they have gathered together the
juiciest fruits of their never-ending quest for answers. For an uncommonly interesting read, take a
peek at some Uncommon Knowledge - and pass it on! The world only gets more amazing when
discoveries are shared.

a history of the world in 6 glasses: The World in Six Songs Daniel ]. Levitin, 2008-08-19
The author of the New York Times bestseller This Is Your Brain on Music reveals music’s role in the
evolution of human culture in this thought-provoking book that “will leave you awestruck” (The New
York Times). Daniel J. Levitin's astounding debut bestseller, This Is Your Brain on Music, enthralled
and delighted readers as it transformed our understanding of how music gets in our heads and stays
there. Now in his second New York Times bestseller, his genius for combining science and art
reveals how music shaped humanity across cultures and throughout history. Here he identifies six
fundamental song functions or types—friendship, joy, comfort, religion, knowledge, and love—then
shows how each in its own way has enabled the social bonding necessary for human culture and
society to evolve. He shows, in effect, how these “six songs” work in our brains to preserve the
emotional history of our lives and species. Dr. Levitin combines cutting-edge scientific research from
his music cognition lab at McGill University and work in an array of related fields; his own
sometimes hilarious experiences in the music business; and illuminating interviews with musicians
such as Sting and David Byrne, as well as conductors, anthropologists, and evolutionary biologists.
The World in Six Songs is, ultimately, a revolution in our understanding of how human nature
evolved—right up to the iPod.

a history of the world in 6 glasses: Consider the Fork Bee Wilson, 2012-10-09 Award-winning
food writer Bee Wilson's secret history of kitchens, showing how new technologies - from the fork to
the microwave and beyond - have fundamentally shaped how and what we eat. Since prehistory,
humans have braved sharp knives, fire, and grindstones to transform raw ingredients into something
delicious -- or at least edible. But these tools have also transformed how we consume, and how we
think about, our food. In Consider the Fork, award-winning food writer Bee Wilson takes readers on
a wonderful and witty tour of the evolution of cooking around the world, revealing the hidden history
of objects we often take for granted. Technology in the kitchen does not just mean the Pacojets and
sous-vide machines of the modern kitchen, but also the humbler tools of everyday cooking and
eating: a wooden spoon and a skillet, chopsticks and forks. Blending history, science, and personal
anecdotes, Wilson reveals how our culinary tools and tricks came to be and how their influence has
shaped food culture today. The story of how we have tamed fire and ice and wielded whisks, spoons,
and graters, all for the sake of putting food in our mouths, Consider the Fork is truly a book to savor.

a history of the world in 6 glasses: Destiny Disrupted Tamim Ansary, 2010 In Destiny
Disrupted, Ansary tells the rich story of world history as it looks from that other perspective. With
the evolution of the Muslim community at the center, his story moves from the lifetime of
Mohammed through a succession of far-flung empires, to the struggles and ideological movements
that have wracked the Muslim world in recent centuries, to the tangle of modern conflicts that
culminated in the events of 9/11. He introduces the key people, events, ideas, legends, religious
disputes, and turning points of world history from that other perspective, recounting not only what
happened but how those events were interpreted and understood in that framework. He clarifies
why these two great civilizations grew up oblivious to each other, what happened when they
intersected, and how the Islamic world was affected by its slow recognition that Europe - a place it
long perceived as primitive - had somehow hijacked destiny.--BOOK JACKET.

a history of the world in 6 glasses: The Republic of Nature Mark Fiege, 2012-03-20 In the
dramatic narratives that comprise The Republic of Nature, Mark Fiege reframes the canonical
account of American history based on the simple but radical premise that nothing in the nation's
past can be considered apart from the natural circumstances in which it occurred. Revisiting
historical icons so familiar that schoolchildren learn to take them for granted, he makes surprising
connections that enable readers to see old stories in a new light. Among the historical moments



revisited here, a revolutionary nation arises from its environment and struggles to reconcile the
diversity of its people with the claim that nature is the source of liberty. Abraham Lincoln, an
unlettered citizen from the countryside, steers the Union through a moment of extreme peril, guided
by his clear-eyed vision of nature's capacity for improvement. In Topeka, Kansas, transformations of
land and life prompt a lawsuit that culminates in the momentous civil rights case of Brown v. Board
of Education. By focusing on materials and processes intrinsic to all things and by highlighting the
nature of the United States, Fiege recovers the forgotten and overlooked ground on which so much
history has unfolded. In these pages, the nation's birth and development, pain and sorrow, ideals and
enduring promise come to life as never before, making a once-familiar past seem new. The Republic
of Nature points to a startlingly different version of history that calls on readers to reconnect with
fundamental forces that shaped the American experience. For more information, visit the author's
website: http://republicofnature.com/

a history of the world in 6 glasses: A Short History of Drunkenness Mark Forsyth,
2018-05-08 From the internationally bestselling author of The Etymologicon, a lively and fascinating
exploration of how, throughout history, each civilization has found a way to celebrate, or to control,
the eternal human drive to get sloshed “An entertaining bar hop though the past 10,000
years.”—The New York Times Book Review Almost every culture on earth has drink, and where
there’s drink there’s drunkenness. But in every age and in every place drunkenness is a little bit
different. It can be religious, it can be sexual, it can be the duty of kings or the relief of peasants. It
can be an offering to the ancestors, or a way of marking the end of a day’s work. It can send you to
sleep, or send you into battle. Making stops all over the world, A Short History of Drunkenness
traces humankind’s love affair with booze from our primate ancestors through to the twentieth
century, answering every possible question along the way: What did people drink? How much? Who
did the drinking? Of the many possible reasons, why? On the way, learn about the Neolithic
Shamans, who drank to communicate with the spirit world (no pun intended), marvel at how Greeks
got giddy and Sumerians got sauced, and find out how bars in the Wild West were never quite like in
the movies. This is a history of the world at its inebriated best.

a history of the world in 6 glasses: Salt Mark Kurlansky, 2011-03-18 From the award-winning
and bestselling author of Cod comes the dramatic, human story of a simple substance, an element
almost as vital as water, that has created fortunes, provoked revolutions, directed economies and
enlivened our recipes. Salt is common, easy to obtain and inexpensive. It is the stuff of kitchens and
cooking. Yet trade routes were established, alliances built and empires secured - all for something
that filled the oceans, bubbled up from springs, formed crusts in lake beds, and thickly veined a
large part of the Earth’s rock fairly close to the surface. From pre-history until just a century ago -
when the mysteries of salt were revealed by modern chemistry and geology - no one knew that salt
was virtually everywhere. Accordingly, it was one of the most sought-after commodities in human
history. Even today, salt is a major industry. Canada, Kurlansky tells us, is the world’s sixth largest
salt producer, with salt works in Ontario playing a major role in satisfying the Americans’ insatiable
demand. As he did in his highly acclaimed Cod, Mark Kurlansky once again illuminates the big
picture by focusing on one seemingly modest detail. In the process, the world is revealed as never
before.

a history of the world in 6 glasses: A History of the World in 12 Maps Jerry Brotton,
2014-10-28 A New York Times Bestseller “Maps allow the armchair traveler to roam the world, the
diplomat to argue his points, the ruler to administer his country, the warrior to plan his campaigns
and the propagandist to boost his cause... rich and beautiful.” - Wall Street Journal Throughout
history, maps have been fundamental in shaping our view of the world, and our place in it. But far
from being purely scientific objects, maps of the world are unavoidably ideological and subjective,
intimately bound up with the systems of power and authority of particular times and places.
Mapmakers do not simply represent the world, they construct it out of the ideas of their age. In this
scintillating book, Jerry Brotton examines the significance of 12 maps - from the almost mystical
representations of ancient history to the satellite-derived imagery of today. He vividly recreates the



environments and circumstances in which each of the maps was made, showing how each conveys a
highly individual view of the world. Brotton shows how each of his maps both influenced and
reflected contemporary events and how, by considering it in all its nuances and omissions, we can
better understand the world that produced it. Although the way we map our surroundings is more
precise than ever before, Brotton argues that maps today are no more definitive or objective than
they have ever been. Readers of this beautifully illustrated and masterfully argued book will never
look at a map in quite the same way again. “A fascinating and panoramic new history of the
cartographer’s art.” - The Guardian “The intellectual background to these images is conveyed with
beguiling erudition.... There is nothing more subversive than a map.” - The Spectator “A
mesmerizing and beautifully illustrated book.” —The Telegraph

a history of the world in 6 glasses: Brave New World Aldous Huxley, 2011-07-01 This classic
novel of a perfectly engineered society is “one of the most prophetic dystopian works of the
twentieth century” (The Wall Street Journal). Half a millennium from now, in the World State, the
watchword is that every one belongs to every one else. No matter what class of human you are bred
to be—from the intellectual Alphas to the Epsilons who provide the manual labor—you are a part of
the efficient, well-oiled whole. You are nourished, secure, and blissfully serene thanks to the freely
distributed drug called soma. And while sex is strongly encouraged, the old way of procreation is
forbidden, eliminating even the pains of childbirth. But when a man and woman journey beyond
these confines to where the “savages” reside, and bring back two outsiders, the cracks begin to
show. Named as one of the 100 best English-language novels of the twentieth century by the Modern
Library, Brave New World is one of the first truly dystopian novels. Influenced by the historic events
of Huxley’s era yet as relevant today as ever, it is a remarkable depiction of the conflict between
progress and the human spirit. “Chilling. . . . That he gave us the dark side of genetic engineering in
1932 is amazing.” —Providence Journal-Bulletin “It is a frightening experience, indeed, to discover
how much of his satirical prediction of a distant future became reality in so short a time.” —The New
York Times Book Review

a history of the world in 6 glasses: A (Very) Short History of Life on Earth Henry Gee,
2021-11-09 The Royal Society's Science Book of the Year [A]n exuberant romp through evolution,
like a modern-day Willy Wonka of genetic space. Gee’s grand tour enthusiastically details the
narrative underlying life’s erratic and often whimsical exploration of biological form and function.”
—Adrian Woolfson, The Washington Post In the tradition of Richard Dawkins, Bill Bryson, and Simon
Winchester—An entertaining and uniquely informed narration of Life's life story. In the beginning,
Earth was an inhospitably alien place—in constant chemical flux, covered with churning seas,
crafting its landscape through incessant volcanic eruptions. Amid all this tumult and disaster, life
began. The earliest living things were no more than membranes stretched across microscopic gaps
in rocks, where boiling hot jets of mineral-rich water gushed out from cracks in the ocean floor.
Although these membranes were leaky, the environment within them became different from the
raging maelstrom beyond. These havens of order slowly refined the generation of energy, using it to
form membrane-bound bubbles that were mostly-faithful copies of their parents—a foamy lather of
soap-bubble cells standing as tiny clenched fists, defiant against the lifeless world. Life on this
planet has continued in much the same way for millennia, adapting to literally every conceivable
setback that living organisms could encounter and thriving, from these humblest beginnings to the
thrilling and unlikely story of ourselves. In A (Very) Short History of Life on Earth, Henry Gee zips
through the last 4.6 billion years with infectious enthusiasm and intellectual rigor. Drawing on the
very latest scientific understanding and writing in a clear, accessible style, he tells an enlightening
tale of survival and persistence that illuminates the delicate balance within which life has always
existed.

a history of the world in 6 glasses: A New Pair of Glasses Chuck C., 1984

a history of the world in 6 glasses: This Fleeting World David Christian, 2018-06-24 This
Fleeting World is the smallest book of big history, telling the story of the universe and history of
humanity in less than one hundred pages. Prize-winning historian David Christian covers it all in this




compact, accessible, and inspiring guide to the history of everything, from stars and empires to
cities, the World Wide Web, capitalism, and globalization. David Christian's approach to human
history and big history is a call to action, based on a profound and fresh understanding of our place
in the universe. This book is essential reading for our time. David Christian asks big questions. Will
contemporary challenges will lead to the emergence of a new global system capable of ecological,
economic, and political stability? Or is the accelerating pace of change a prelude to a sudden, sharp
collapse that will drive many parts of the world back to the productivity levels of the early agrarian
era? He presents our origin story and the history of women and men across the entire world, within
the framework of the universe explaining, for example, that the chemicals we are made of come from
supernovae. He tells the human story as a story of changes: changes in the ways we produce and
distribute food, move from place to place, organize ourselves into communities, explore and populate
our environment, and both create and respond to crises. He gives us maps of time, history on
different temporal-spatial scales, and even offers paths to locate evidence that might challenge his
big story. Big history leads to strategies for building a more sustainable world, and Berkshire
Publishing is proud to offer this new edition of a big history for our common future. The 2018 edition
has been expanded and updated for the general reader; there is also an earlier edition designed for
use with AP World History and other courses, which included a teachers' guide.

a history of the world in 6 glasses: A Concise Economic History of the World Rondo E.
Cameron, 1993 This classic book offers a broad sweep of economic history from prehistoric times to
the present, and explores the disparity of wealth among nations. Now in its fourth edition, A Concise
Economic History of the World includes expanded coverage of recent developments in the European
Union, transition economies, and East Asia.

a history of the world in 6 glasses: Coffeeland Augustine Sedgewick, 2021-04-06 A New York
Times Book Review Editors’ Choice “Extremely wide-ranging and well researched . . . In a tradition
of protest literature rooted more in William Blake than in Marx.” —Adam Gopnik, The New Yorker
The epic story of how coffee connected and divided the modern world Coffee is an indispensable part
of daily life for billions of people around the world. But few coffee drinkers know this story. It
centers on the volcanic highlands of El Salvador, where James Hill, born in the slums of Manchester,
England, founded one of the world’s great coffee dynasties at the turn of the twentieth century.
Adapting the innovations of the Industrial Revolution to plantation agriculture, Hill helped turn El
Salvador into perhaps the most intensive monoculture in modern history—a place of extraordinary
productivity, inequality, and violence. In the process, both El Salvador and the United States earned
the nickname “Coffeeland,” but for starkly different reasons, and with consequences that reach into
the present. Provoking a reconsideration of what it means to be connected to faraway people and
places, Coffeeland tells the hidden and surprising story of one of the most valuable commodities in
the history of global capitalism.

a history of the world in 6 glasses: If Walls Could Talk Lucy Worsley, 2012-02-28 From the
Joint Chief Curator at Historic Royal Palaces and BBC Television series including Lucy Worsley:
Mozart's London Odyssey and Six Wives with Lucy Worsley, available on Netflix. “Worsley is a
thoughtful, charming, often hilarious guide to life as it was lived, from the mundane to the esoteric.”
-The Boston Globe Why did the flushing toilet take two centuries to catch on? Why did medieval
people sleep sitting up? When were the two “dirty centuries”? Why, for centuries, did rich people
fear fruit? In her brilliantly and creatively researched book, Lucy Worsley takes us through the
bedroom, bathroom, living room, and kitchen, covering the history of each room and exploring what
people actually did in bed, in the bath, at the table, and at the stove-from sauce stirring to
breast-feeding, teeth cleaning to masturbating, getting dressed to getting married-providing a
compelling account of how the four rooms of the home have evolved from medieval times to today,
charting revolutionary changes in society.

a history of the world in 6 glasses: The Victorian Internet Tom Standage, 2018-08-14 A
new edition of the first book by the bestselling author of A History of the World in 6 Glasses-the
fascinating story of the telegraph, the world's first Internet, which revolutionized the nineteenth




century even more than the Internet has the twentieth and twenty first. The Victorian Internet tells
the colorful story of the telegraph's creation and remarkable impact, and of the visionaries, oddballs,
and eccentrics who pioneered it, from the eighteenth-century French scientist Jean-Antoine Nollet to
Samuel F. B. Morse and Thomas Edison. The electric telegraph nullified distance and shrank the
world quicker and further than ever before or since, and its story mirrors and predicts that of the
Internet in numerous ways.

a history of the world in 6 glasses: Ten Cities that Led the World Paul Strathern,
2022-02-10 'A book of ideas [...] Strathern ably guides us through these moments of glory.' -- The
Times *** Great cities are complex, chaotic and colossal. These are cities that dominate the world
stage and define eras; where ideas flourish, revolutions are born and history is made. Through ten
unique cities, from the founding of ancient capitals to buzzing modern megacities, Paul Strathern
explores how urban centres lead civilisation forward, enjoying a moment of glory before passing on
the baton. We journey back to discover Babylonian mathematics, Athenian theatre and intellectual
debate, and Roman construction that has lasted millennia. We see Constantinople evolve into
Istanbul, revolutionary sparks fly in Enlightenment Paris, and the railways, canals and ships that
built Imperial London. In Moscow men build spaceships while others starve, New York's skyscrapers
rise up to a soundtrack of jazz, Mumbai becomes home to immense wealth and poverty, and Beijing's
economic transformation leads the way. Each city has its own distinct personality, and Ten Cities
that Led the World brings their rich and diverse histories to life, reminding us of the foundations we
have built on and how our futures will be shaped.

a history of the world in 6 glasses: The Science of Science Fiction Mark Brake, 2018-10-02
Let Mark Brake open your eyes to how science fiction helped us dream of things to come and
building the future we inhabit—from Star Trek to The Martian, from Back to the Future to Guardians
of the Galaxy from 2001: A Space Odyssey to The Avengers. Media headlines declare this the age of
automation. The TV talks about the coming revolution of the robot, tweets tell tales of jets that will
ferry travelers to the edge of space, and social media reports that the first human to live for a
thousand years has already been born. The science we do, the movies we watch, and the culture we
consume is the stuff of fiction that became fact, the future imagined in our past—the future we now
inhabit. The Science of Science Fiction is the story of how science fiction shaped our world. No
longer a subculture, science fiction has moved into the mainstream with the advent of the
information age it helped realize. Explore how science fiction has driven science, with topics that
include: Guardians of the Galaxy: Is Space Full of Extraterrestrials? Jacking In: Will the Future Be
Like Ready Player One? Mad Max: Is Society Running down into Chaos? The Internet: Will Humans
Tire of Mere Reality? Blade Runner 2049: When Will We Engineer Human Lookalikes? And many
more! “This book is the story of how science fiction shaped our world. No longer a subculture,
science fiction has moved into the mainstream with the advent of the information age it helped
realize. Explore how science fiction has driven science. This book will open your eyes to the way
science fiction helped us dream of things to come, forced us to uncover the nature and limits of our
own reality, and helped us build the science-fiction-driven world we live in today.”

a history of the world in 6 glasses: The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian (National
Book Award Winner) Sherman Alexie, 2012-01-10 A New York Times bestseller—over one million
copies sold! A National Book Award winner A Boston Globe-Horn Book Award winner Bestselling
author Sherman Alexie tells the story of Junior, a budding cartoonist growing up on the Spokane
Indian Reservation. Determined to take his future into his own hands, Junior leaves his troubled
school on the rez to attend an all-white farm town high school where the only other Indian is the
school mascot. Heartbreaking, funny, and beautifully written, The Absolutely True Diary of a
Part-Time Indian, which is based on the author's own experiences, coupled with poignant drawings
by Ellen Forney that reflect the character's art, chronicles the contemporary adolescence of one
Native American boy as he attempts to break away from the life he was destined to live. With a
forward by Markus Zusak, interviews with Sherman Alexie and Ellen Forney, and black-and-white
interior art throughout, this edition is perfect for fans and collectors alike.



Additional Resources

A History of the World in 6 Glasses Paperback - amazon....
May 16, 2006 - Beer, wine, spirits, coffee, tea, and Coca-Cola: In Tom Standage’s deft,
innovative account of world history, these six beverages ...

A History of the World in 6 Glasses by Tom Standage - G...
May 31, 2005 - Now, I've finished "A History of the World in 6 Glasses", by Tom Standage,
which connects the span of human history to 6 different ...

A History of the World in Six Glasses - LitCharts
The best study guide to A History of the World in Six Glasses on the planet, from the
creators of SparkNotes. Get the summaries, analysis, and quotes you ...

Dan Aykroyd to Host 'A History of the World in Six Glasses' ...
Feb 2, 2023 - Dan Aykroyd is slated to host a six-part comedic docuseries called A History of
the World in Six Glasses on FOX Nation in January ...

A History of the World in 6 Glasses - Barnes & Noble
May 16, 2006 - Beer, wine, spirits, coffee, tea, and Coca-Cola: In Tom Standage’s deft,
innovative account of world history, these six beverages ...

A History of the World in 6 Glasses Paperback - amazon.com

May 16, 2006 - Beer, wine, spirits, coffee, tea, and Coca-Cola: In Tom Standage’s deft,
innovative account of world history, these six beverages turn out to be much more than just
ways to ...

A History of the World in 6 Glasses by Tom Standage - Goodreads

May 31, 2005 - Now, I've finished "A History of the World in 6 Glasses", by Tom Standage,
which connects the span of human history to 6 different beverages that affected history
culturally, ...

A History of the World in Six Glasses - LitCharts
The best study guide to A History of the World in Six Glasses on the planet, from the
creators of SparkNotes. Get the summaries, analysis, and quotes you need.

Dan Aykroyd to Host 'A History of the World in Six Glasses' ...
Feb 2, 2023 - Dan Aykroyd is slated to host a six-part comedic docuseries called A History of
the World in Six Glasses on FOX Nation in January 2024, according to FOX Nation president

May 16, 2006 - Beer, wine, spirits, coffee, tea, and Coca-Cola: In Tom Standage’s deft,
innovative account of world history, these six beverages turn out to be much more than just
ways to ...

A History of the World in 6 Glasses Summary & Study Guide

A History of the World in 6 Glasses Summary & Study Guide includes detailed chapter
summaries and analysis, quotes, character descriptions, themes, and more.
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Beer, wine, spirits, coffee, tea, and Coca-Cola: In Tom Standage's deft, innovative account
of world history, these six beverages turn out to be much more than just ways to quench
thirst. ...

A History of the World in 6 Glasses | Summary, Quotes, FAQ, Audio

Jan 22, 2025 - A History of the World in 6 Glasses examines human history through the lens
of six beverages: beer, wine, spirits, coffee, tea, and cola. Readers generally found the
concept ...

A History of the World in 6 Glasses - BookBrowse

Jun 1, 2005 - In "A History of the World in Six Glasses", Tom Standage, a writer for the
Economist magazine, argues that beer, wine, spirits, coffee, tea and cola have each, in their
own way, ...

A History Of The World In Six Glasses - amazon.com

Jun 1, 2005 - This volume presents a part of the history of six of the world's most important
beverages, beer, wine, distilled spirits, coffee, tea, and Coca-Cola, or, more accurately ...

A History Of The World In 6 Glasses

A History Of The World In 6 Glasses
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