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Introduction: Unraveling the Tapestry of
Vietnamese History

"A History of the Vietnamese" undertakes a comprehensive exploration of
Vietnam's rich and complex past, a narrative often characterized by
resilience, resistance, and revolution. This examination delves into the key
themes, challenges, and opportunities presented by the book, analyzing its
approach and contributions to our understanding of this fascinating
civilization. The book meticulously traces the trajectory of Vietnamese
civilization, from its ancient origins to its modern complexities, providing
invaluable insights into the factors that shaped the nation's identity and
its place in the world.

Early Vietnam: From Ancient Kingdoms to
Dynastic Rule (H1)

"A History of the Vietnamese" begins by exploring the early settlements and
the gradual development of sophisticated agrarian societies along the Red



River Delta. The book meticulously details the rise and fall of various
kingdoms, highlighting the crucial role of geography and water management in
shaping Vietnamese society. The authors detail the struggles against Chinese
domination, emphasizing the continuous assertion of Vietnamese cultural
identity despite periods of foreign rule. This section of "a history of the
Vietnamese" successfully illustrates the resilience and adaptability of the
Vietnamese people in the face of significant external pressures.

The Rise of National Identity and the Struggle
for Independence (H2)

The book moves on to examine the crucial role of figures like Ly Thutong Kiét
and Tr[Jn Hueng Pao in forging a distinct Vietnamese national identity. Their
military triumphs and strategic brilliance are analyzed in the context of
their broader impact on the development of Vietnamese self-governance and
military prowess. This section of "a history of the Vietnamese" deftly
portrays the persistent fight for independence against powerful empires,
highlighting the development of unique Vietnamese military strategies and
political systems.

Colonialism and Resistance: A Century of
Struggle (H3)

The impact of French colonialism is extensively covered in "a history of the
Vietnamese," tracing the social, economic, and political transformations that
occurred during this period. The book doesn't shy away from analyzing the
brutality of colonial rule, the exploitation of resources, and the
suppression of Vietnamese culture. It simultaneously highlights the emergence
of nationalist movements and the rise of key figures like H[J Chi Minh, whose
leadership would play a pivotal role in shaping Vietnam's destiny. This
section emphasizes the multifaceted nature of resistance, ranging from armed
struggles to cultural preservation and intellectual resistance against
colonial ideology. The impact of "a history of the Vietnamese" on our
understanding of this pivotal period cannot be overstated.

The Vietnam War and its Aftermath: Division and
Reunification (H4)

"A History of the Vietnamese" provides a nuanced account of the First and
Second Indochina Wars, exploring the complex geopolitical dynamics that
fueled these conflicts. The book offers a detailed examination of the
devastating impact of the Vietnam War on the Vietnamese people and the
environment. It avoids simplistic narratives, acknowledging the complexities
of the war and providing diverse perspectives on the events. The path towards
reunification and the challenges faced in the post-war period are carefully



considered, highlighting the resilience and determination of the Vietnamese
people in rebuilding their nation.

Modern Vietnam: Economic Growth and Global
Engagement (H5)

The final section of "a history of the Vietnamese" focuses on the remarkable
economic growth experienced by Vietnam in recent decades, and the country's
increasing engagement with the global community. The book explores the
challenges and opportunities presented by this period of rapid
transformation, including issues of economic inequality, environmental
sustainability, and political reform. The authors examine the complexities of
balancing economic development with the preservation of Vietnamese cultural
heritage.

Challenges and Opportunities Presented by "A
History of the Vietnamese"

One of the key challenges in writing "a history of the Vietnamese" lies in
the sheer breadth and complexity of the subject matter. Covering millennia of
history requires careful selection and synthesis of information to avoid
overwhelming the reader. The authors of this book have successfully navigated
this challenge by structuring the narrative chronologically while
highlighting key thematic threads that connect different periods.

An opportunity presented by "a history of the Vietnamese" lies in its
potential to counter Western-centric narratives that often marginalize or
misrepresent Vietnamese history. By providing a rich and detailed account
from a Vietnamese perspective, the book helps to correct historical
imbalances and offer a more nuanced and comprehensive understanding of the
nation's past.

Summary of Primary Arguments and Insights

"A History of the Vietnamese" argues that Vietnam’s history is a testament to
the resilience and adaptability of its people. The book highlights the
persistent struggle for national identity and independence, the ongoing
negotiation between tradition and modernity, and the nation’s remarkable
capacity to overcome adversity. The book offers valuable insights into the
complexities of Vietnamese society, culture, and politics, challenging
preconceived notions and fostering a deeper appreciation for this vibrant
civilization.



Conclusion

"A History of the Vietnamese" stands as a significant contribution to the
field of Southeast Asian Studies. By offering a comprehensive, nuanced, and
engaging account of Vietnam's history, the book provides invaluable insights
into a civilization that has endured centuries of challenges and emerged
stronger. Its accessibility and comprehensive scope make it an essential read
for students, scholars, and anyone seeking a deeper understanding of this
fascinating nation and its people.

FAQs

1. What makes this book different from other histories of Vietnam? This
book offers a more balanced and nuanced perspective, incorporating
insights from recent scholarship and considering diverse perspectives.

1. What is the book's target audience? The book is suitable for both
academic audiences and general readers interested in learning more about
Vietnamese history.

1. How does the book address the impact of colonialism on Vietnam? It
provides a detailed account of French colonialism’s devastating effects
and its lasting legacy.

1. What role does the book play in correcting historical imbalances? It
counters Western-centric narratives by presenting a Vietnamese
perspective and highlighting the contributions of Vietnamese people
throughout history.

1. How does the book handle the complexities of the Vietnam War? It avoids
simplistic narratives, offering a nuanced analysis of the conflict’s
causes and consequences.

1. What is the book's approach to modern Vietnam? It examines the
challenges and opportunities presented by Vietnam's rapid economic



growth and global engagement.

1. What sources did the authors rely on? The book is meticulously
researched and uses a diverse range of primary and secondary sources.

1. Is the book suitable for undergraduate students? Yes, its clarity and
comprehensive scope make it ideal for undergraduate courses on
Vietnamese history and Southeast Asian studies.

1. Where can I purchase a copy of "A History of the Vietnamese"? The book
is available through major online retailers and bookstores worldwide.

Related Articles

1. The Rise of the Ly Dynasty: An exploration of the founding and
consolidation of power by the Ly Dynasty, its cultural achievements, and
its influence on Vietnamese national identity.

1. The Tr[On Dynasty and the Mongol Invasions: A detailed analysis of the
military strategies and political maneuvers employed by the Tr[Jn Dynasty
to repel the Mongol invasions.

1. The Impact of French Colonialism on Vietnamese Society: This article
delves into the social, economic, and political changes brought about by
French rule.

1. Ho Chi Minh and the Vietnamese Nationalist Movement: This article
explores the life and ideology of Ho Chi Minh and his role in shaping
the Vietnamese revolution.



1. The Tet Offensive: A Turning Point in the Vietnam War: This article
analyzes the strategic, political, and psychological impact of the Tet
Offensive.

1. The Reunification of Vietnam: An account of the events leading to the
reunification of North and South Vietnam and the challenges of nation-
building.

1. Doi Moi and Vietnam's Economic Transformation: This article examines the
economic reforms implemented in Vietnam since the 1980s and their
impact.

1. Vietnamese Culture and Traditions: An exploration of Vietnamese culture,
its rich traditions, and their enduring influence.

1. Vietnam's Foreign Relations in the 21st Century: This article examines
Vietnam’s increasing role in global affairs and its relationships with
other nations.

a history of the vietnamese: A History of the Vietnamese K. W. Taylor, 2013-05-09 The
history of Vietnam prior to the nineteenth century is rarely examined in any detail. In this
groundbreaking work, K. W. Taylor takes up this challenge, addressing a wide array of topics from
the earliest times to the present day - including language, literature, religion, and warfare - and
themes - including Sino-Vietnamese relations, the interactions of the peoples of different regions
within the country, and the various forms of government adopted by the Vietnamese throughout
their history. A History of the Vietnamese is based on primary source materials, combining a
comprehensive narrative with an analysis which endeavours to see the Vietnamese past through the
eyes of those who lived it. Taylor questions long-standing stereotypes and clichés about Vietnam,
drawing attention to sharp discontinuities in the Vietnamese past. Fluently written and accessible to
all readers, this highly original contribution to the study of Southeast Asia is a landmark text for all
students and scholars of Vietnam.

a history of the vietnamese: A History of the Vietnamese K. W. Taylor, 2013-05-09 A
groundbreaking, comprehensive history of Vietnam from the earliest times to the present day.

a history of the vietnamese: The Penguin History of Modern Vietnam Christopher Goscha,
2016-06-30 WINNER OF THE AMERICAN HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION'S JOHN K. FAIRBANK PRIZE
SHORTLISTED FOR THE CUNDHILL HISTORY PRIZE 2017 'This is the finest single-volume history
of Vietnam in English. It challenges myths, and raises questions about the socialist republic's



political future' Guardian 'Powerful and compelling. Vietnam will be of growing importance in the
twenty-first-century world, particularly as China and the US rethink their roles in Asia. Christopher
Goscha's book is a brilliant account of that country's history.' - Rana Mitter 'A vigorous, eye-opening
account of a country of great importance to the world, past and future' - Kirkus Reviews Over the
centuries the Vietnamese have beenboth colonizers themselves and the victims of colonization by
others. Their country expanded, shrunk, split and sometimes disappeared, often under
circumstances far beyond their control. Despite these often overwhelming pressures, Vietnam has
survived as one of Asia's most striking and complex cultures. As more and more visitors come to this
extraordinary country, there has been for some years a need for a major history - a book which
allows the outsider to understand the many layers left by earlier emperors, rebels, priests and
colonizers. Christopher Goscha's new work amply fills this role. Drawing on a lifetime of thinking
about Indo-China, he has created a narrative which is consistently seen from 'inside' Vietnam but
never loses sight of the connections to the 'outside’. As wave after wave of invaders - whether
Chinese, French, Japanese or American - have been ultimately expelled, we see the terrible cost to
the Vietnamese themselves. Vietnam's role in one of the Cold War's longest conflicts has meant that
its past has been endlessly abused for propaganda purposes and it is perhaps only now that the
events which created the modern state can be seen from a truly historical perspective. Christopher
Goscha draws on the latest research and discoveries in Vietnamese, French and English. His book is
a major achievement, describing both the grand narrative of Vietnam's story but also the byways,
curiosities, differences, cultures and peoples that have done so much over the centuries to define the
many versions of Vietnam.

a history of the vietnamese: Vietnam Christopher Goscha, 2016-09-13 The definitive history of
modern Vietnam and its diverse and divided past

a history of the vietnamese: Vietnam Stanley Karnow, 1994 This monumental narrative
clarifies, analyses and demystifies the terrible ordeal of the Vietnam war. Free of ideological bias,
profound in its understanding and compassionate in its portrayal of humanity, it is filled with fresh
revelations drawn from secret documents and from exclusive interviews with the participants -
French, American, Vietnamese, Chinese: diplomats, military commanders, high government officials,
journalists, nurses, workers and soldiers. The Vietnam war was the most convulsive tragedy of
recent times. This is its definitive history.

a history of the vietnamese: Vietnam Stanley Karnow, 1983 The most comprehensive,
up-to-date, and balanced account we have.-Boston Globe. Superb, balanced in interpretation...
immensely readable and full of new and interesting detail.-George Herring, Univ. of Kentucky.

a history of the vietnamese: A History of Vietnam Oscar Chapuis, 1995-08-30 The first work
to chronicle the history of Vietnam beginning in the legendary past—a memory that is so significant
to the Vietnamese identity and belief system. Written by a native, this history portrays the Sino-Viet
interdependence that lasted for 1,000 years and had such an influence on Vietnamese culture. When
in the 15th century, the Vietnamese finally evicted their Chinese masters, they were subsequently
overrun with the forces of Westernization, the spice trade and industrialization. Chapuis's history
takes us to the French conquest through the regimes of Emperors Gia Long, Ming Mang, Thieu Tri,
and Tu Duc.

a history of the vietnamese: The Real History of the Vietnam War Alan Axelrod, 2013
Examines the history of Vietnam leading up to the war, investigates the reasons for the conflict,
looks at the war's escalation and progression (or lack thereof), and explores its repercussions then
and now--Provided by publisher.

a history of the vietnamese: The Sacred Willow Mai Elliott, 2017 Tied in to Ken Burns'
forthcoming (2017) TV series on Vietnam, to which the author is a major contributor, the reissue of a
Pulitzer finalist memoir of a Vietnamese family in the 20th century

a history of the vietnamese: Understanding Vietnam Neil L. Jamieson, 2023-11-10 The
American experience in Vietnam divided us as a nation and eroded our confidence in both the
morality and the effectiveness of our foreign policy. Yet our understanding of this tragic episode



remains superficial because, then and now, we have never grasped the passionate commitment with
which the Vietnamese clung to and fought over their own competing visions of what Vietnam was
and what it might become. To understand the war, we must understand the Vietnamese, their
culture, and their ways of looking at the world. Neil L. Jamieson, after many years of living and
working in Vietnam, has written the book that provides this understanding. Jamieson paints a
portrait of twentieth-century Vietnam. Against the background of traditional Vietnamese culture, he
takes us through the saga of modern Vietnamese history and Western involvement in the country,
from the coming of the French in 1858 through the Vietnam War and its aftermath. Throughout his
analysis, he allows the Vietnamese—both our friends and foes, and those who wished to be
neither—to speak for themselves through poetry, fiction, essays, newspaper editorials and reports of
interviews and personal experiences. By putting our old and partial perceptions into this new and
broader context, Jamieson provides positive insights that may perhaps ease the lingering pain and
doubt resulting from our involvement in Vietnam. As the United States and Vietnam appear poised to
embark on a new phase in their relationship, Jamieson's book is particularly timely.

a history of the vietnamese: Hanoi's War Lien-Hang T. Nguyen, 2012-07-15 While most
historians of the Vietnam War focus on the origins of U.S. involvement and the Americanization of
the conflict, Lien-Hang T. Nguyen examines the international context in which North Vietnamese
leaders pursued the war and American intervention ended. This riveting narrative takes the reader
from the marshy swamps of the Mekong Delta to the bomb-saturated Red River Delta, from the
corridors of power in Hanoi and Saigon to the Nixon White House, and from the peace negotiations
in Paris to high-level meetings in Beijing and Moscow, all to reveal that peace never had a chance in
Vietnam. Hanoi's War renders transparent the internal workings of America's most elusive enemy
during the Cold War and shows that the war fought during the peace negotiations was bloodier and
much more wide ranging than it had been previously. Using never-before-seen archival materials
from the Vietnam Ministry of Foreign Affairs, as well as materials from other archives around the
world, Nguyen explores the politics of war-making and peace-making not only from the North
Vietnamese perspective but also from that of South Vietnam, the Soviet Union, China, and the
United States, presenting a uniquely international portrait.

a history of the vietnamese: The Vietnam War Geoffrey Ward, Kenneth Burns, 2020-03-24
NATIONAL BESTSELLER - Based on the celebrated PBS television series, the complete text of an
engrossing history of America’s least-understood conflict, “a significant milestone [that] will no
doubt do much to determine how the war is understood for years to come.” —The Washington Post
More than forty years have passed since the end of the Vietnam War, but its memory continues to
loom large in the national psyche. In this intimate history, Geoffrey C. Ward and Ken Burns have
crafted a fresh and insightful account of the long and brutal conflict that reunited Vietnam while
dividing the United States as nothing else had since the Civil War. From the Gulf of Tonkin and the
Tet Offensive to Hamburger Hill and the fall of Saigon, Ward and Burns trace the conflict that
dogged three American presidents and their advisers. But most of the voices that echo from these
pages belong to less exalted men and women—those who fought in the war as well as those who
fought against it, both victims and victors—willing for the first time to share their memories of
Vietnam as it really was. A magisterial tour de force, The Vietham War is an engrossing history of
America’s least-understood conflict.

a history of the vietnamese: A Short History of the Vietnam War DK, 2021-05-04 A
gripping and informative visual guide to one of the bloodiest conflicts in US and world history
Journey through the Vietnam War; exploring detailed accounts of the men and women that were
there. Explore their stories of struggle, sacrifice, and bravery through the iconic events that defined
this conflict. This visual guide is the perfect read for any military history enthusiast. Inside the pages
of this retelling of America’s bloodiest conflict, you’ll discover: ¢ A vivid, moving, and informative
read, written in an engaging style ¢ Offers a clear and compelling account of the conflict, in short,
self-contained events from the Battle of Ia Drang to the Tet Offensive and The Khmer Rouge ¢
Biography spreads highlight major military and political figures ¢ Features on everyday life in the



war offering additional context ¢ Stunning image spreads display weapons, spy gear, and other
equipment that defined the war ¢ Maps and feature boxes provide additional information on major
events during the conflict A carefully constructed, in-depth guide to Vietnam This definitive history
of the Vietnam War was written in conjunction with the Smithsonian. SI A Short History of the
Vietnam War showcases every aspect of the fighting and the wider political landscape from both the
side of the Viet Cong and the US military. Compelling text, diagrams, and maps show exactly how
decisive moments and battles unfolded to help the reader to visualize the conflict. Eyewitness
accounts and iconic photographs bring events to life - from the creation of the Ho Chi Minh Trail to
Operation Passage to Freedom and the evacuation of the US embassy in Saigon. From weapons and
aircraft to armored vehicles and spy gear, explore the machinery used in the war through
breathtaking photography. Lastly, biographical entries give a fuller insight into the minds of key
figures and the decisions they made and include Henry Kissinger, President Nixon, Pol Pot, and
more. More in the series Combining expert historical insight, eyewitness accounts, and archive
photography, A Short History series seeks to summarise key historical events and provide a wider
context to what was happening around these events. Titles include SI A Short History of World War
II, ST A Short History of the American Civil War, and SI A Short History of Flying and are the perfect
addition to any history enthusiast’s library.

a history of the vietnamese: The Republic of Vietnam, 1955-1975 Tuong Vu, Sean Fear,
2020-01-15 Through the voices of senior officials, teachers, soldiers, journalists, and artists, The
Republic of Vietnam, 1955-1975, presents us with an interpretation of South Vietnam as a
passionately imagined nation in the minds of ordinary Vietnamese, rather than merely as an
expeditious political construct of the United States government. The moving and honest memoirs
collected, translated, and edited here by Tuong Vu and Sean Fear describe the experiences of war,
politics, and everyday life for people from many walks of life during the fraught years of Vietnam's
Second Republic, leading up to and encompassing what Americans generally call the Vietnam War.
The voices gift the reader a sense of the authors' experiences in the Republic and their ideas about
the nation during that time. The light and careful editing hand of Vu and Fear reveals that far from a
Cold War proxy struggle, the conflict in Vietnam featured a true ideological divide between the
communist North and the non-communist South.

a history of the vietnamese: The Columbia Guide to the Vietnam War David L. Anderson,
2002-07-10 More than a quarter of a century after the last Marine Corps Huey left the American
embassy in Saigon, the lessons and legacies of the most divisive war in twentieth-century American
history are as hotly debated as ever. Why did successive administrations choose little-known
Vietnam as the test case of American commitment in the fight against communism? Why were the
best and brightest apparently blind to the illegitimacy of the state of South Vietnam? Would Kennedy
have pulled out had he lived? And what lessons regarding American foreign policy emerged from the
war? The Columbia Guide to the Vietnam War helps readers understand this tragic and complex
conflict. The book contains both interpretive information and a wealth of facts in easy-to-find form.
Part I provides a lucid narrative overview of contested issues and interpretations in Vietnam
scholarship. Part II is a mini-encyclopedia with descriptions and analysis of individuals, events,
groups, and military operations. Arranged alphabetically, this section enables readers to look up
isolated facts and specialized terms. Part III is a chronology of key events. Part IV is an annotated
guide to resources, including films, documentaries, CD-ROMs, and reliable Web sites. Part V
contains excerpts from historical documents and statistical data.

a history of the vietnamese: History of Vietnam Anh Tran Pham, 2015-08-30 Finally, this book
concludes with a well documented recent history of Vietnam from the time of Chinese domination
(111 B.C.-938 A.D.) up to the present. History of Vietnam should be read by anyone with an interest
in Asian or world history. It is well documented and provocatively written by a brilliant scholar. A
solid addition to the history of human-kind.

a history of the vietnamese: Vietnam's American War Pierre Asselin, 2024-06-13 This new
edition masterfully explains the origins and outcome of America's war in Vietnam by focusing on its



local dimensions.

a history of the vietnamese: Descending Dragon, Rising Tiger Vu Hong Lien, Peter Sharrock,
2014-11-15 Outside of its war with the United States, Vietnam’s past has often been neglected and
understudied. Whether as an aspiring subordinate or a rebel province, Vietnam has been viewed by
most historians in relation to its larger neighbor to the north, China. Seeking to reshape these
accounts, Descending Dragon, Rising Tiger chronicles the vast sweep of Vietnam’s tumultuous
history, from the Bronze Age to the present day, in order to lay out the first English-language
account of the full story of the Vietnamese people. Drawing on archeological evidence that reveals
the emergence of a culturally distinct human occupation of the region up to 10,000 years ago, Vu
Hong Lien and Peter D. Sharrock show that these early societies had a sophisticated agricultural
and technological culture much earlier than previously imagined. They explore the great variety of
cultures that have existed in this territory, unshackling them from the confined histories of
outsiders, imperial invaders, and occupiers in order to show that the country has been central to the
cultural, political, and ethnic development of Southeast Asia for millennia. Unrivaled in scope, this
comprehensive account will be the definitive history of the Vietnamese people, their culture, and
their nation.

a history of the vietnamese: The Cham of Vietnam Tran Ky Phuong, Bruce Lockhart,
2011-01-01 The Cham people once inhabited and ruled over a large stretch of what is now the
central Vietnamese coast. Written by specialists in history, archaeology, anthropology, art history,
and linguistics, these essays reassess the ways that the Cham have been studied.

a history of the vietnamese: Vietnam Russell Freedman, 2019-06-11 A comprehensive
overview of one of the most controversial wars in America's history written by masterful children's
historian and Newbery Medalist Russell Freedman. With prose that is clear, concise, and enthralling,
Russell Freedman presents a detailed overview of the Vietnam war. Beginning with the rise of
communism in Vietnam and detailing the increase of American involvement, Freedman then explains
why, twenty years later, an exit was so difficult. In addition to explaining the complex beginnings of
the conflict through the catastrophic damage the war caused, Freedman concludes with a hopeful
epilogue on modern Vietnam. This is a definitive resource for young history readers as well as
anyone who wants a concise and authoritative understanding of the Vietnam War, exploring both the
American and Vietnamese perspectives. Freedman chronicles the history leading up to the war and
the unfolding events in Vietnam and in the US as increasing numbers of young men were sent into
the jungles to fight. Coverage includes the French war in Vietnam, the rise of Ho Chi Minh, the fall
of President Diem, the Tonkin Gulf, the Tet Offensive, the My Lai massacre, the bombing of
Cambodia, and the fall of Saigon, as well as the US anti-war movement. The book includes nearly
100 historic photographs and illustrations, as well as candid photographs showcasing the state of
Vietnam today. A glossary, source notes, bibliography and index are included. A Junior Library Guild
Selection

a history of the vietnamese: Radicalism and the Origins of the Vietnamese Revolution
Hue-Tam Ho Tai, 1996 This work looks at the influence of radicalism on a crucial point in
Vietnamese history. It reveals an era of student strikes, debates on women's emancipation, revolt
against the patriarchal family and intellectual explorations of French and Chinese politics and
thought.

a history of the vietnamese: Rice and Baguette Vu Hong Lien, 2016-10-15 The once-obscure
cuisine of Vietnam is, today, a favorite for many people from East to West. Adapted and modified
over thousands of years, it is probably best known as a particularly delicious result of combining
traditional southeast Asian cookery with visible outside influences—notably, the crunchy
baguette—from its French-occupied past. Drawing on archeological evidence, oral and written
histories, and wide-ranging research, Vu Hong Lien tells the complex and surprising history of food
in Vietnam. Rice and Baguette traces the prehistoric Viét’'s progress from hunter-gathers of mollusks
and small animals to sophisticated agriculturalists. The book follows them as they developed new
tools and practices to perfect the growing of their crops until rice became a crucial



commodity,which then irrevocably changed their diet, lifestyle, and social structure. Along the way,
the author shows how Viét cuisine was dramatically influenced by French colonial cookery and
products, which introduced a whole new set of ingredients and techniques into Vietnam. Beautifully
illustrated throughout and peppered with fascinating historical tales, Rice and Baguette reveals the
long journey that Vietnamese food has traveled to become the much-loved cuisine that it is today.

a history of the vietnamese: The Vietnam War Mark Atwood Lawrence, 2010-08-27 The
Vietnam War remains a topic of extraordinary interest, not least because of striking parallels
between that conflict and more recent fighting in the Middle East. In The Vietnam War, Mark
Atwood Lawrence draws upon the latest research in archives around the world to offer readers a
superb account of a key moment in U.S. as well as global history. While focusing on American
involvement between 1965 and 1975, Lawrence offers an unprecedentedly complete picture of all
sides of the war, notably by examining the motives that drove the Vietnamese communists and their
foreign allies. Moreover, the book carefully considers both the long- and short-term origins of the
war. Lawrence examines the rise of Vietnamese communism in the early twentieth century and
reveals how Cold War anxieties of the 1940s and 1950s set the United States on the road to
intervention. Of course, the heart of the book covers the American war, ranging from the overthrow
of South Vietnamese President Ngo Dinh Diem to the impact of the Tet Offensive on American public
opinion, Lyndon Johnson's withdrawal from the 1968 presidential race, Richard Nixon's expansion of
the war into Cambodia and Laos, and the problematic peace agreement of 1973, which ended
American military involvement. Finally, the book explores the complex aftermath of the war--its
enduring legacy in American books, film, and political debate, as well as Vietnam's struggles with
severe social and economic problems. A compact and authoritative primer on an intensely relevant
topic, this well-researched and engaging volume offers an invaluable overview of the Vietnam War.

a history of the vietnamese: The Vietnam War DK, 2017-04-04 The Vietnam War remains one
of the most heroic and heartbreaking events in history. This definitive guide charts the unforgettable
story of the world's first televised war. Created in association with the Smithsonian Institution, this
authoritative guide chronicles America's fight against Communism in southeast Asia during the
1960s and 1970s, and comprehensively explores the people, politics, events, and lasting effects of
the Vietnam War. Hundreds of insightful images and a compelling narrative combine to chronicle
this catastrophic conflict.?? From 1955, the communist government of North Vietnam waged war
against South Vietnam and its main ally, the USA. Over the course of two decades of hostility and
warfare, the number of casualties reached an incomprehensible three million people. Detailed
descriptions of every episode, including Operation Passage to Freedom and the evacuation of the
American embassy in Saigon, tell the stories in iconic photographs and eyewitness accounts.
Discover the real people behind the conflict, with gripping biographies of key figures, including
Henry Kissinger, General Thieu, President Nixon, and Pol Pot. This incredible visual record is
supported by locator maps, at-a-glance timelines, archive photography, and key quotations to ensure
an all-encompassing experience. The Vietnam War is an essential historic reference to help humanity
learn the lessons of suffering and sacrifice from one of the bloodiest conflicts of the 20th century.

a history of the vietnamese: A People's History of the Vietnam War Jonathan Neale, 2001
Presents an overview of the Vietnam War from the perspective of those on both sides of the
battlefront, as well as those in the United States.

a history of the vietnamese: The Illustrated History of the Vietnam War Andrew Wiest,
Chris McNab, 2015-07-15 A compelling account of one of the most brutal conflicts of modern history
that includes eye-witness accounts of the battles and incidents of America’s undeclared war.

a history of the vietnamese: Looking Back on the Vietnam War Brenda M. Boyle, Jeehyun
Lim, 2016-06-17 More than forty years have passed since the official end of the Vietnam War, yet the
war’s legacies endure. Its history and iconography still provide fodder for film and fiction,
communities of war refugees have spawned a wide Vietnamese diaspora, and the United States
military remains embroiled in unwinnable wars with eerie echoes of Vietnam. Looking Back on the
Vietnam War brings together scholars from a broad variety of disciplines, who offer fresh insights on




the war’s psychological, economic, artistic, political, and environmental impacts. Each essay
examines a different facet of the war, from its representation in Marvel comic books to the
experiences of Vietnamese soldiers exposed to Agent Orange. By putting these pieces together, the
contributors assemble an expansive yet nuanced composite portrait of the war and its global
legacies. Though they come from diverse scholarly backgrounds, ranging from anthropology to film
studies, the contributors are united in their commitment to original research. Whether exploring
rare archives or engaging in extensive interviews, they voice perspectives that have been excluded
from standard historical accounts. Looking Back on the Vietnam War thus embarks on an
interdisciplinary and international investigation to discover what we remember about the war, how
we remember it, and why.

a history of the vietnamese: The First Vietham War Shawn F. McHale, 2021-08-26 Shawn
McHale explores why the communist-led resistance in Vietnam won the anticolonial war against
France (1945-54), except in the south. He shows how broad swaths of Vietnamese people were
uneasily united in 1945 under the Viet Minh Resistance banner, all opposing the French attempt to
reclaim control of the country. By 1947, resistance unity had shattered and Khmer-Vietnamese
ethnic violence had divided the Mekong delta. From this point on, the war in the south turned into
an overt civil war wrapped up in a war against France. Based on extensive archival research in four
countries and in three languages, this is the first substantive English-language book focused on
southern Vietnam's transition from colonialism to independence.

a history of the vietnamese: A Vietnam War Reader Michael H. Hunt, 2010-02-15 An
essential new resource for students and teachers of the Vietnam War, this concise collection of
primary sources opens a valuable window on an extraordinarily complex conflict. The materials
gathered here, from both the American and Vietnamese sides, remind readers that the conflict
touched the lives of many people in a wide range of social and political situations and spanned a
good deal more time than the decade of direct U.S. combat. Indeed, the U.S. war was but one phase
in a string of conflicts that varied significantly in character and geography. Michael Hunt brings
together the views of the conflict's disparate players--from Communist leaders, Vietnamese
peasants, Saigon loyalists, and North Vietnamese soldiers to U.S. policymakers, soldiers, and critics
of the war. By allowing the participants to speak, this volume encourages readers to formulate their
own historically grounded understanding of a still controversial struggle.

a history of the vietnamese: Vietnam Gareth Porter, 1981 Publisher description: This
landmark volume at last gives us a full picture from both sides of the Vietnam conflict, from Ho Chi
Minh's first call for revolution to the fall of the U.S.-backed government in Siagon. Decision-makers
whose words come to us in over 300 documents spanning almost 35 years. Many of these documents
come from recently declassified U.S. archives. They combine to show the step-by-step process by
which Franklin Roosevelt's early support for Vietnamese independence moved in succeeding
administrations to support for French colonial rule, and then to our own direct armed intervention.
They form a record, too, of changing North Vietnamese policy as hope of peaceful triumph faded and
struggle against vast military odds became a necessity. Charged with a sense of tragic inevitability
as American misconceptions compounded themselves and North Vietnamese militancy stiffened, this
revelatory compliation gives eloquent answers to agonizing questions raised by one of the great
turning points of modern history. Here is what really happened. And here is why.

a history of the vietnamese: Vietnam, a History in Documents Gareth Porter, 1981
Publisher description: This landmark volume at last gives us a full picture from both sides of the
Vietnam conflict, from Ho Chi Minh's first call for revolution to the fall of the U.S.-backed
government in Siagon. Decision-makers whose words come to us in over 300 documents spanning
almost 35 years. Many of these documents come from recently declassified U.S. archives. They
combine to show the step-by-step process by which Franklin Roosevelt's early support for
Vietnamese independence moved in succeeding administrations to support for French colonial rule,
and then to our own direct armed intervention. They form a record, too, of changing North
Vietnamese policy as hope of peaceful triumph faded and struggle against vast military odds became



a necessity. Charged with a sense of tragic inevitability as American misconceptions compounded
themselves and North Vietnamese militancy stiffened, this revelatory compliation gives eloquent
answers to agonizing questions raised by one of the great turning points of modern history. Here is
what really happened. And here is why.

a history of the vietnamese: The American War in Contemporary Vietnam Christina
Schwenkel, 2009-07-13 Christina Schwenkel's absorbing study explores how the American War is
remembered and commemorated in Vietnam today -- in official and unofficial histories and in
everyday life. Schwenkel analyzes visual representations found in monuments and martyrs'
cemeteries, museums, photography and art exhibits, battlefield tours, and related sites of trauma
tourism. In these transnational spaces, American and Vietnamese memories of the war intersect in
ways profoundly shaped by global economic liberalization and the return of American citizens as
tourists, pilgrims, and philanthropists.

a history of the vietnamese: America and the Vietnam War Andrew Wiest, Mary Kathryn
Barbier, Glenn Robins, 2009-12-16 The Vietnam War was one of the most heavily documented
conflicts of the twentieth century. Although the events themselves recede further into history every
year, the political and cultural changes the war brought about continue to resonate, even as a new
generation of Americans grapples with its own divisive conflict. America and the Vietnam War:
Re-examining the Culture and History of a Generation reconsiders the social and cultural aspects of
the conflict that helped to fundamentally change the nation. With chapters written by subject area
specialists, America and the Vietnam War takes on subjects such as women'’s role in the war, the
music and the films of the time, the Vietnamese perspective, race and the war, and veterans and
post-traumatic stress disorder. Features include: chapter summaries timelines discussion questions
guides to further reading a companion website with primary source documents and tools (such as
music and movie playlists) for both instructors and students. Heavily illustrated and welcoming to
students and scholars of this infamous and pivotal time, America and the Vietnam War is a perfect
companion to any course on the Vietnam War Era.

a history of the vietnamese: Vietnam: A Natural History Eleanor Jane Sterling, Martha
Maud Hurley, Le Duc Minh, 2008-10-01 A country uncommonly rich in plants, animals, and natural
habitats, the Socialist Republic of Vietnam shelters a significant portion of the world’s biological
diversity, including rare and unique organisms and an unusual mixture of tropical and temperate
species. This book is the first comprehensive account of Vietnam’s natural history in English.
Illustrated with maps, photographs, and thirty-five original watercolor illustrations, the book offers a
complete tour of the country’s plants and animals along with a full discussion of the factors shaping
their evolution and distribution. Separate chapters focus on northern, central, and southern
Vietnam, regions that encompass tropics, subtropics, mountains, lowlands, wetland and river
regions, delta and coastal areas, and offshore islands. The authors provide detailed descriptions of
key natural areas to visit, where a traveler might explore limestone caves or glimpse some of the
country’s twenty-seven monkey and ape species and more than 850 bird species. The book also
explores the long history of humans in the country, including the impact of the Vietnam-American
War on plants and animals, and describes current efforts to conserve Vietnam’s complex, fragile,
and widely threatened biodiversity.

a history of the vietnamese: Rubber and the Making of Vietnam Michitake Aso, 2018
Civilizing latex -- Cultivating science -- Managing disease -- Turning tropical -- Maintaining
modernity -- Decolonizing plantations -- Militarizing rubber

a history of the vietnamese: Voices from the Vietnam War Xiaobing Li, 2010-06-11 The
Vietnam War's influence on politics, foreign policy, and subsequent military campaigns is the center
of much debate and analysis. But the impact on veterans across the globe, as well as the war's
effects on individual lives and communities, is a largely neglected issue. As a consequence of
cultural and legal barriers, the oral histories of the Vietnam War currently available in English are
predictably one-sided, providing limited insight into the inner workings of the Communist nations
that participated in the war. Furthermore, many of these accounts focus on combat experiences




rather than the backgrounds, belief systems, and social experiences of interviewees, resulting in an
incomplete historiography of the war. Chinese native Xiaobing Li corrects this oversight in Voices
from the Vietnam War: Stories from American, Asian, and Russian Veterans. Li spent seven years
gathering hundreds of personal accounts from survivors of the war, accounts that span continents,
nationalities, and political affiliations. The twenty-two intimate stories in the book feature the
experiences of American, Chinese, Russian, Korean, and North and South Vietnamese veterans,
representing the views of both anti-Communist and Communist participants, including Chinese
officers of the PLA, a Russian missile-training instructor, and a KGB spy. These narratives humanize
and contextualize the war's events while shedding light on aspects of the war previously unknown to
Western scholars. Providing fresh perspectives on a long-discussed topic, Voices from the Vietnam
War offers a thorough and unique understanding of America's longest war.

a history of the vietnamese: Making Two Vietnams Olga Dror, 2018-11-29 Educational
systems of the DRV and the RVN -- Social organizations in the DRV and the RVN -- Publication
venues and policies in the DRV and the RVN and prevalent currents in publications -- Educational
and social narratives through texts in the DRV

a history of the vietnamese: No Wider War Sergio Miller, 2021-05-13 No Wider War is the
second volume of a two-part exploration of America's involvement in Indochina from the end of
World War II to the Fall of Saigon. Following on from the first volume, In Good Faith, which told the
story from the Japanese surrender in 1945 through America's involvement in the French Indochina
War and the initial advisory missions that followed, it traces the story of America's involvement in
the Vietnam War from the first Marines landing at Da Nang in 1965, through the traumatic Tet
Offensive of 1968 and the gradual Vietnamisation of the war that followed, to the withdrawal of
American forces and the final loss of the South in 1975. Drawing on the latest research, unavailable
to the authors of the classic Vietnam histories, including recently declassified top secret National
Security Agency material, Sergio Miller examines in depth both the events and the key figures of the
conflict to present a masterful narrative of America's most divisive war.

a history of the vietnamese: The Birth of Vietnam Keith Weller Taylor, 2023-11-10
Vietnamese history prior to the tenth century has often been treated as a branch of Chinese history,
but the Vietnamese side of the story can no longer be ignored. In this volume Keith Taylor draws on
both Chinese and Vietnamese sources to provide a balanced view of the early history of Vietnam.

a history of the vietnamese: Vietnam Voices John Clark Pratt, 2008-12-01 Arranged
chronologically and in counterpoint, this unique book samples all conceivable forms of oral and
written documentation to illuminate the United States' involvement in its longest and most divisive
war. From foot soldiers to generals, politicians to protesters, hawks and doves, their attitudes and
experiences are graphically revealed.
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