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Abstract: This guide provides a comprehensive overview of how to approach the study of a history of
religious ideas, highlighting best practices, common pitfalls, and essential considerations for researchers and
students alike. It emphasizes the importance of interdisciplinary approaches, nuanced interpretations, and
critical engagement with primary and secondary sources.

I. Navigating the Complex Landscape of a History of Religious Ideas

Understanding a history of religious ideas requires more than simply chronicling the succession of beliefs
and practices. It demands a nuanced approach that acknowledges the interconnectedness of religious
thought with social, political, economic, and cultural contexts. A successful exploration of this vast subject
requires careful consideration of several crucial aspects.

A. Defining "Religion": A Critical First Step

The very definition of "religion" is fraught with challenges. Attempts at a singular, universally applicable
definition often fail to capture the immense diversity of religious experiences and expressions throughout
history. A productive approach involves recognizing the fluidity and contextual nature of religious
phenomena. Instead of imposing preconceived notions, focus on identifying the key beliefs, practices, and



institutions that people considered "religious" within their specific historical and cultural setting. This
comparative approach is crucial for a meaningful understanding of a history of religious ideas.

B. Primary Sources: Unearthing the Past

Primary sources—texts, artifacts, archaeological finds, oral traditions—form the bedrock of any historical
inquiry into religious ideas. However, accessing and interpreting these sources requires careful
consideration of their biases and limitations. For example, official religious texts may reflect the perspectives
of powerful elites, while folk traditions might offer glimpses into alternative beliefs and practices. Critical
engagement with primary sources is paramount in avoiding anachronistic interpretations and
misrepresentations.

C. Secondary Sources: Engaging with Scholarship

Secondary sources—scholarly books and articles—provide crucial context and interpretations of primary
materials. However, it is crucial to engage critically with these sources, recognizing the potential influence
of the author's biases and theoretical frameworks. Comparing and contrasting multiple perspectives is
essential for developing a comprehensive understanding of a history of religious ideas. It is equally
important to be aware of recent trends and debates within the field of religious studies, ensuring your
work is informed by the most current scholarship.

II. Common Pitfalls in Studying a History of Religious Ideas

Several pitfalls can hinder a successful investigation of a history of religious ideas:

Eurocentrism: Overemphasizing the Western religious tradition to the detriment of other traditions.
Essentialism: Treating religious traditions as monolithic and unchanging entities.
Anachronism: Projecting modern concepts and values onto past religious beliefs and practices.
Teleological interpretations: Viewing the history of religion as a linear progression towards a particular
outcome (e.g., the triumph of a specific religion).
Ignoring social and political contexts: Failing to appreciate the interaction between religious ideas and
broader social, political, and economic forces.

III. Best Practices for Studying a History of Religious Ideas

To avoid these pitfalls and conduct rigorous research, consider these best practices:

Interdisciplinarity: Draw on insights from history, anthropology, sociology, archaeology, and other relevant
disciplines.
Comparative Analysis: Compare and contrast different religious traditions and their ideas.
Contextualization: Place religious ideas within their specific historical, social, and cultural settings.



Critical Engagement: Approach both primary and secondary sources with a critical and nuanced
perspective.
Reflexivity: Acknowledge and address your own biases and assumptions.

IV. Thematic Approaches to a History of Religious Ideas

Exploring a history of religious ideas can be approached thematically: the development of monotheism, the
role of religious institutions, the impact of religious ideas on social structures, the emergence of religious
reform movements, the spread of religious ideas through missionary activity, the interaction between
religion and science, the rise of secularization, and the ongoing relevance of religious ideas in the
contemporary world. Each of these themes allows for a deeper investigation into the complexities of
religious thought across different cultures and time periods.

Conclusion

Studying a history of religious ideas is a challenging but rewarding endeavor. By adopting a rigorous and
interdisciplinary approach, engaging critically with sources, and being mindful of common pitfalls,
researchers can develop nuanced and insightful understandings of the complex interplay between religious
belief, social context, and cultural expression throughout history. A comprehensive and historically accurate
understanding requires continuous learning and a willingness to engage with diverse perspectives.

FAQs

What is the difference between religious history and the history of religious ideas? Religious history1.
focuses on the development of religious institutions and practices, while the history of religious ideas
emphasizes the evolution of beliefs and theological concepts.

How can I avoid Eurocentrism in my study of religious ideas? Actively seek out and incorporate1.
sources and perspectives from non-Western traditions.

What are some key theoretical frameworks used in studying religious ideas? Several frameworks1.
exist, including functionalism, symbolic anthropology, post-colonial theory, and feminist theology.



How can I assess the reliability of primary sources? Consider authorship, intended audience, context1.
of creation, and potential biases.

What is the significance of studying the history of religious ideas in the modern world?1.
Understanding the historical roots of contemporary religious conflicts and social issues.

How does the history of religious ideas intersect with political history? Religion has often played a1.
significant role in shaping political systems and conflicts.

What is the role of hermeneutics in studying religious texts? Hermeneutics provides tools for1.
interpreting texts within their historical and cultural contexts.

How can I effectively compare and contrast different religious traditions? Develop a framework for1.
comparing key beliefs, practices, and social structures.

Where can I find reliable resources for studying the history of religious ideas? University libraries,1.
online academic databases, and reputable academic publishers.

Related Articles:

The Evolution of Monotheism: Traces the development of monotheistic beliefs from ancient Near1.
Eastern religions to Abrahamic faiths.

Religious Syncretism in Ancient Rome: Explores the blending of Roman religious traditions with2.
those of conquered peoples.

The Reformation and its Impact on Religious Ideas: Examines the theological and social consequences3.



of the Protestant Reformation.

The Rise of Religious Nationalism: Analyzes the role of religion in the formation of national4.
identities.

Mysticism Across Religious Traditions: Compares and contrasts mystical experiences and practices in5.
different religious contexts.

The Impact of Colonialism on Religious Practices: Discusses the effects of European colonialism on6.
indigenous religions.

Religious Responses to Modern Science: Explores the interaction between religious belief and7.
scientific advancements.

The Sociology of Religion: Analyzes the relationship between religion and social structures.8.

Religious Pluralism and Interfaith Dialogue: Examines contemporary efforts to promote9.
understanding and cooperation between different religious communities.

  a history of religious ideas: A History of Religious Ideas Volume 1 Mircea Eliade,
2014-02-14 “Everyone who cares about the human adventure will find new information and new
angles of vision.”—Martin E. Marty, The New York Times Book Review This extraordinary work
delves into the subject of religion in the prehistoric and ancient worlds—humankind’s earliest quests
for meaning. From Neanderthal burials to the mythology of the Iron Age, to the religions of
Mesopotamia, Egypt, Greece, Israel, India, and beyond, it offers both an appreciation of the
wide-ranging diversity of religious expression—and a consideration of the fundamental unity of
religious phenomena. “Will arouse the interest of all historians of western religion, since it includes
chapters on the religions of Canaan and Israel. However, the book must be read cover to cover if one
wants to grasp the significance of its gigantic historical scope.”—Church History
  a history of religious ideas: A History of Religious Ideas, Volume 2 Mircea Eliade,
2011-12-16 In volume 2 of this monumental work, Mircea Eliade continues his magisterial progress
through the history of religious ideas. The religions of ancient China, Brahmanism and Hinduism,
Buddha and his contemporaries, Roman religion, Celtic and German religions, Judaism, the
Hellenistic period, the Iranian syntheses, and the birth of Christianity—all are encompassed in this
volume.
  a history of religious ideas: History of Religious Ideas, Volume 3 Mircea Eliade, 1988-03-15
Examines the religions of ancient China, Brahmanism, Hinduism, Buddhism, Celtic and German
religions, Judaism, and Christianity, and explores each one's philosophical concepts.
  a history of religious ideas: A History of Religious Ideas Mircea Eliade, 1979
  a history of religious ideas: A History of Religious Ideas, Volume 3 , 1978
  a history of religious ideas: A History of Religious Ideas: Volume 3 Mircea Eliade, 2013-12-31
The conclusion of the three-volume history “rendered with the talent of one who is not only an
academic writer but a novelist of considerable distinction” (David J. Levy, Times Higher Education



Supplement). In A History of Religious Ideas. Mircea Eliade examines the movement of Jewish
thought out of ancient Eurasia, the Christian transformation of the Mediterranean area and Europe,
and the rise and diffusion of Islam from approximately the sixth through the seventeenth centuries.
Eliade’s vast knowledge of past and present scholarship provides a synthesis that is unparalleled. In
addition to reviewing recent interpretations of the individual traditions, he explores the interactions
of the three religions and shows their continuing mutual influence to be subtle but unmistakable. As
in his previous work, Eliade pays particular attention to heresies, folk beliefs, and cults of secret
wisdom, such as alchemy and sorcery, and continues the discussion, begun in earlier volumes, of
pre-Christian shamanistic practices in northern Europe and the syncretistic tradition of Tibetan
Buddhism. These subcultures, he maintains, are as important as the better-known orthodoxies to a
full understanding of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. Acclaim for A History of Religious Ideas
“Everyone who cares about the human adventure will find new information and new angles of
vision.” —Martin E. Marty, The New York Times Book Review “The volumes would be worth buying
for the critical bibliographies alone, but far more than this, they represent the culmination of years
of impassioned scholarship.” —David J. Levy, Times Higher Education Supplement “This
multivolume work should be an essential resource for generations to come.” —John Loudon,
Parabola
  a history of religious ideas: The Sacred and the Profane Mircea Eliade, 1959 Famed
historian of religion Mircea Eliade observes that even moderns who proclaim themselves residents
of a completely profane world are still unconsciously nourished by the memory of the sacred. Eliade
traces manifestations of the sacred from primitive to modern times in terms of space, time, nature,
and the cosmos. In doing so he shows how the total human experience of the religious man
compares with that of the nonreligious. This book serves as an excellent introduction to the history
of religion, but its perspective also emcompasses philosophical anthropology, phenomenology, and
psychology. It will appeal to anyone seeking to discover the potential dimensions of human
existence. -- P. [4] of cover.
  a history of religious ideas: Summary of Mircea Eliade's History of Religious Ideas, Volume 3
Everest Media,, 2022-05-30T22:59:00Z Please note: This is a companion version & not the original
book. Sample Book Insights: #1 The Turko-Mongols, a group of tribes that were inspired by the
myth of the primitive hunter, invaded Europe and Asia in the fourth century. They were a pack of
wolves hunting the cervidae on the steppes. #2 The religions of central and northern Asia were
influenced by many different cultures and religions, but they all shared a characteristic syncretism.
They believed in a celestial god who was the sovereign of mankind, and they had a specific type of
cosmogony. #3 The god Tängri is the most important and best known among the Altaic peoples. He
is the god of the sky and of the universe, and he is conserved in all the great universal religions that
the Turks and Mongols have embraced. #4 The Altaic god of the Center of the World, Tängri, is
omniscient. He is generally depicted as a man with a large head and beard. His discontent is
manifested by cosmic signs: comets, famines, and floods.
  a history of religious ideas: A History of Religious Ideas: From Muhammad to the age of
reforms Mircea Eliade, 1984
  a history of religious ideas: How the Idea of Religious Toleration Came to the West Perez
Zagorin, 2005-10-09 Religious intolerance, so terrible and deadly in its recent manifestations, is
nothing new. In fact, until after the eighteenth century, Christianity was perhaps the most intolerant
of all the great world religions. How Christian Europe and the West went from this extreme to their
present universal belief in religious toleration is the momentous story fully told for the first time in
this timely and important book by a leading historian of early modern Europe. Perez Zagorin takes
readers to a time when both the Catholic Church and the main new Protestant denominations
embraced a policy of endorsing religious persecution, coercing unity, and, with the state's help,
mercilessly crushing dissent and heresy. This position had its roots in certain intellectual and
religious traditions, which Zagorin traces before showing how out of the same traditions came the
beginnings of pluralism in the West. Here we see how sixteenth- and seventeenth-century



thinkers--writing from religious, theological, and philosophical perspectives--contributed far more
than did political expediency or the growth of religious skepticism to advance the cause of
toleration. Reading these thinkers--from Erasmus and Sir Thomas More to John Milton and John
Locke, among others--Zagorin brings to light a common, if unexpected, thread: concern for the
spiritual welfare of religion itself weighed more in the defense of toleration than did any secular or
pragmatic arguments. His book--which ranges from England through the Netherlands, the post-1685
Huguenot Diaspora, and the American Colonies--also exposes a close connection between toleration
and religious freedom. A far-reaching and incisive discussion of the major writers, thinkers, and
controversies responsible for the emergence of religious tolerance in Western society--from the
Enlightenment through the United Nations' Universal Declaration of Human Rights--this original and
richly nuanced work constitutes an essential chapter in the intellectual history of the modern world.
  a history of religious ideas: Religion Explained Pascal Boyer, 2007-03-21 Many of our
questions about religion, says the internationally renowned anthropologist Pascal Boyer, were once
mysteries, but they no longer are: we are beginning to know how to answer questions such as Why
do people have religion? and Why is religion the way it is? Using findings from anthropology,
cognitive science, linguistics, and evolutionary biology, Boyer shows how one of the most fascinating
aspects of human consciousness is increasingly admissible to coherent, naturalistic explanation. And
Man Creates God tells readers, for the first time, what religious feeling is really about, what it
consists of, and how it originates. It is a beautifully written, very accessible book by an
anthropologist who is highly respected on both sides of the Atlantic. As a scientific explanation for
religious feeling, it is sure to arouse controversy.
  a history of religious ideas: The Story of Religion in America James P. Byrd, James
Hudnut-Beumler, 2021-11-30 Written primarily for undergraduate classes in American religious
history and organized chronologically, this new textbook presents the broad scope of the story of
religion in the American colonies and the United States. While following certain central narratives,
including the long shadow of Puritanism, the competition between revival and reason, and the
defining role of racial and ethnic diversity, the book tells the story of American religion in all its
historical and moral complexity. To appeal to its broad range of readers, this textbook includes
charts, timelines, and suggestions for primary source documents that will lead readers into a deeper
engagement with the material. Unlike similar history books, The Story of Religion in America pays
careful attention to balancing the story of Christianity with the central contributions of other
religions.
  a history of religious ideas: A History of Religious Ideas Mircea Eliade, 1978
  a history of religious ideas: The Religious Beliefs of America's Founders Gregg L. Frazer,
2014-08-15 Were America's Founders Christians or deists? Conservatives and secularists have taken
each position respectively, mustering evidence to insist just how tall the wall separating church and
state should be. Now Gregg Frazer puts their arguments to rest in the first comprehensive analysis
of the Founders' beliefs as they themselves expressed them-showing that today's political right and
left are both wrong. Going beyond church attendance or public pronouncements made for political
ends, Frazer scrutinizes the Founders' candid declarations regarding religion found in their private
writings. Distilling decades of research, he contends that these men were neither Christian nor deist
but rather adherents of a system he labels theistic rationalism, a hybrid belief system that combined
elements of natural religion, Protestantism, and reason-with reason the decisive element. Frazer
explains how this theological middle ground developed, what its core beliefs were, and how they
were reflected in the thought of eight Founders: John Adams, Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin Franklin,
James Wilson, Gouverneur Morris, James Madison, Alexander Hamilton, and George Washington. He
argues convincingly that Congregationalist Adams is the clearest example of theistic rationalism;
that presumed deists Jefferson and Franklin are less secular than supposed; and that even the
famously taciturn Washington adheres to this theology. He also shows that the Founders held
genuinely religious beliefs that aligned with morality, republican government, natural rights,
science, and progress. Frazer's careful explication helps readers better understand the case for



revolutionary recruitment, the religious references in the Declaration of Independence, and the
religious elements-and lack thereof-in the Constitution. He also reveals how influential clergymen,
backing their theology of theistic rationalism with reinterpreted Scripture, preached and published
liberal democratic theory to justify rebellion. Deftly blending history, religion, and political thought,
Frazer succeeds in showing that the American experiment was neither a wholly secular venture nor
an attempt to create a Christian nation founded on biblical principles. By showcasing the actual
approach taken by these key Founders, he suggests a viable solution to the twenty-first-century
standoff over the relationship between church and state-and challenges partisans on both sides to
articulate their visions for America on their own merits without holding the Founders hostage to
positions they never held.
  a history of religious ideas: The Invention of Religion in Japan Jason Ānanda Josephson,
Jason Ananda Josephson Storm, 2012-10-03 Throughout its long history, Japan had no concept of
what we call “religion.” There was no corresponding Japanese word, nor anything close to its
meaning. But when American warships appeared off the coast of Japan in 1853 and forced the
Japanese government to sign treaties demanding, among other things, freedom of religion, the
country had to contend with this Western idea. In this book, Jason Ananda Josephson reveals how
Japanese officials invented religion in Japan and traces the sweeping intellectual, legal, and cultural
changes that followed. More than a tale of oppression or hegemony, Josephson’s account
demonstrates that the process of articulating religion offered the Japanese state a valuable
opportunity. In addition to carving out space for belief in Christianity and certain forms of
Buddhism, Japanese officials excluded Shinto from the category. Instead, they enshrined it as a
national ideology while relegating the popular practices of indigenous shamans and female mediums
to the category of “superstitions”—and thus beyond the sphere of tolerance. Josephson argues that
the invention of religion in Japan was a politically charged, boundary-drawing exercise that not only
extensively reclassified the inherited materials of Buddhism, Confucianism, and Shinto to lasting
effect, but also reshaped, in subtle but significant ways, our own formulation of the concept of
religion today. This ambitious and wide-ranging book contributes an important perspective to
broader debates on the nature of religion, the secular, science, and superstition.
  a history of religious ideas: The Naturalness of Religious Ideas Pascal Boyer, 2023-12-22 Why
do people have religious ideas? And why thosereligious ideas? The main theme of Pascal Boyer's
work is that important aspects of religious representations are constrained by universal properties
of the human mind-brain. Experimental results from developmental psychology, he says, can explain
why certain religious representations are more likely to be acquired, stored, and transmitted by
human minds. Considering these universal constraints, Boyer proposes an exciting new answer to
the question of why similar religious representations are found in so many different cultures. His
work will be widely discussed by cultural anthropologists, psychologists, and students of religion,
history, and philosophy.
  a history of religious ideas: A History of Japanese Religion 笠原一男, 2001 Seventeen
distinguished experts on Japanese religion provide a fascinating overview of its history and
development. Beginning with the origins of religion in primitive Japanese society, they chart the
growth of each of Japan's major religious organizations and doctrinal systems. They follow
Buddhism, Shintoism, Christianity, and popular religious belief through major periods of change to
show how history and religion affected each-and discuss the interactions between the different
religious traditions.
  a history of religious ideas: Worlds of Power Stephen Ellis, Gerrie ter Haar, 2004 With
Christian revivals (including Evangelicals in the White House), Islamic radicalism and the
revitalisation of traditional religions it is clear that the world is not heading towards a community of
secular states. Nowhere are religious thought and political practice more closely intertwined than in
Africa. African migrants in Europe and America who send home money to build churches and
mosques, African politicians who consult diviners, guerrilla fighters who believe that amulets can
protect them from bullets, and ordinary people who seek ritual healing: all of these are applying



religious ideas to everyday problems of existence, at every level of society. Far from falling off the
map of the world, Africa is today a leading centre of Christianity and a growing field of Islamic
activism, while African traditional religions are gaining converts in the West. One cannot understand
the politics of the present without taking religious thought seriously. Stories about witches,
miracles, or people returning from the dead incite political action. In Africa religious belief has a
huge impact on politics, from the top of society to the bottom. Religious ideas show what people
actually think about the world and how to deal with it. Ellis and Ter Haar maintain that the specific
content of religious thought has to be mastered if we are to grasp the political significance of
religion in Africa today, but their book also informs our understanding of the relationship between
religion and political practice in general.
  a history of religious ideas: A History of God Karen Armstrong, 2004 A study of the deity of
the world's three dominant monotheistic religions: Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. In a dynamic
interplay between religion and society's ever-changing beliefs, values, and traditions, human beings'
ideas about God have been transformed. Ideas about God have been molded to apply to the spiritual
needs of the people who worship him in a particular place and time. The author explores and
analyzes the development and progression of the various perceptions of God from the days of
Abraham to present times--Adapted from book jacket.
  a history of religious ideas: Before Religion Brent Nongbri, 2013-01-22 Examining a wide
array of ancient writings, Brent Nongbri dispels the commonly held idea that there is such a thing as
ancient religion. Nongbri shows how misleading it is to speak as though religion was a concept
native to pre-modern cultures.
  a history of religious ideas: A History of Religious Ideas Mircea Eliade, 1982
  a history of religious ideas: The Myth of American Religious Freedom David Sehat,
2011-01-14 In the battles over religion and politics in America, both liberals and conservatives often
appeal to history. Liberals claim that the Founders separated church and state. But for much of
American history, David Sehat writes, Protestant Christianity was intimately intertwined with the
state. Yet the past was not the Christian utopia that conservatives imagine either. Instead, a
Protestant moral establishment prevailed, using government power to punish free thinkers and
religious dissidents. In The Myth of American Religious Freedom, Sehat provides an eye-opening
history of religion in public life, overturning our most cherished myths. Originally, the First
Amendment applied only to the federal government, which had limited authority. The Protestant
moral establishment ruled on the state level. Using moral laws to uphold religious power, religious
partisans enforced a moral and religious orthodoxy against Catholics, Jews, Mormons, agnostics, and
others. Not until 1940 did the U.S. Supreme Court extend the First Amendment to the states. As the
Supreme Court began to dismantle the connections between religion and government, Sehat argues,
religious conservatives mobilized to maintain their power and began the culture wars of the last fifty
years. To trace the rise and fall of this Protestant establishment, Sehat focuses on a series of
dissenters--abolitionist William Lloyd Garrison, suffragist Elizabeth Cady Stanton, socialist Eugene
V. Debs, and many others. Shattering myths held by both the left and right, David Sehat forces us to
rethink some of our most deeply held beliefs. By showing the bad history used on both sides, he
denies partisans a safe refuge with the Founders.
  a history of religious ideas: A History of the Warfare of Science with Theology in
Christendom Andrew Dickson White, 1898
  a history of religious ideas: Religious Freedom Tisa Wenger, 2017-08-31 Religious freedom is
so often presented as a timeless American ideal and an inalienable right, appearing fully formed at
the founding of the United States. That is simply not so, Tisa Wenger contends in this sweeping and
brilliantly argued book. Instead, American ideas about religious freedom were continually reinvented
through a vibrant national discourse--Wenger calls it religious freedom talk--that cannot possibly be
separated from the evolving politics of race and empire. More often than not, Wenger demonstrates,
religious freedom talk worked to privilege the dominant white Christian population. At the same
time, a diverse array of minority groups at home and colonized people abroad invoked and



reinterpreted this ideal to defend themselves and their ways of life. In so doing they posed sharp
challenges to the racial and religious exclusions of American life. People of almost every religious
stripe have argued, debated, negotiated, and brought into being an ideal called American religious
freedom, subtly transforming their own identities and traditions in the process. In a post-9/11 world,
Wenger reflects, public attention to religious freedom and its implications is as consequential as it
has ever been.
  a history of religious ideas: A Stone of Hope David L. Chappell, 2009-12-07 The civil rights
movement was arguably the most successful social movement in American history. In a provocative
new assessment of its success, David Chappell argues that the story of civil rights is not a story of
the ultimate triumph of liberal ideas after decades of gradual progress. Rather, it is a story of the
power of religious tradition. Chappell reconsiders the intellectual roots of civil rights reform,
showing how northern liberals' faith in the power of human reason to overcome prejudice was at
odds with the movement's goal of immediate change. Even when liberals sincerely wanted change,
they recognized that they could not necessarily inspire others to unite and fight for it. But the
prophetic tradition of the Old Testament--sometimes translated into secular language--drove African
American activists to unprecedented solidarity and self-sacrifice. Martin Luther King Jr., Fannie Lou
Hamer, James Lawson, Modjeska Simkins, and other black leaders believed, as the Hebrew prophets
believed, that they had to stand apart from society and instigate dramatic changes to force an
unwilling world to abandon its sinful ways. Their impassioned campaign to stamp out the sin of
segregation brought the vitality of a religious revival to their cause. Meanwhile, segregationists
found little support within their white southern religious denominations. Although segregationists
outvoted and outgunned black integrationists, the segregationists lost, Chappell concludes, largely
because they did not have a religious commitment to their cause.
  a history of religious ideas: Religion in Human Evolution Robert N. Bellah, 2017-05-08 A New
York Times Book Review Editors’ Choice An ABC Australia Best Book on Religion and Ethics of the
Year Distinguished Book Award, Sociology of Religion Section of the American Sociological
Association Religion in Human Evolution is a work of extraordinary ambition—a wide-ranging,
nuanced probing of our biological past to discover the kinds of lives that human beings have most
often imagined were worth living. It offers what is frequently seen as a forbidden theory of the origin
of religion that goes deep into evolution, especially but not exclusively cultural evolution. “Of
Bellah’s brilliance there can be no doubt. The sheer amount this man knows about religion is
otherworldly...Bellah stands in the tradition of such stalwarts of the sociological imagination as
Emile Durkheim and Max Weber. Only one word is appropriate to characterize this book’s subject as
well as its substance, and that is ‘magisterial.’” —Alan Wolfe, New York Times Book Review
“Religion in Human Evolution is a magnum opus founded on careful research and immersed in the
‘reflective judgment’ of one of our best thinkers and writers.” —Richard L. Wood, Commonweal
  a history of religious ideas: Occult Roots of Religious Studies Yves Mühlematter, Helmut
Zander, 2021-06-08 The historiographers of religious studies have written the history of this
discipline primarily as a rationalization of ideological, most prominently theological and
phenomenological ideas: first through the establishment of comparative, philological and
sociological methods and secondly through the demand for intentional neutrality. This interpretation
caused important roots in occult-esoteric traditions to be repressed. This process of “purification”
(Latour) is not to be equated with the origin of the academic studies. De facto, the elimination of
idealistic theories took time and only happened later. One example concerning the early
entanglement is Tibetology, where many researchers and respected chair holders were influenced
by theosophical ideas or were even members of the Theosophical Society. Similarly, the emergence
of comparatistics cannot be understood without taking into account perennialist ideas of esoteric
provenance, which hold that all religions have a common origin. In this perspective, it is not only the
history of religious studies which must be revisited, but also the partial shaping of religious studies
by these traditions, insofar as it saw itself as a counter-model to occult ideas.
  a history of religious ideas: The Progress of Religious Ideas Lydia Maria Francis Child,



2018-10-10 This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important and is part of the
knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work is in the public domain in the United States
of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute
this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. Scholars
believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made
generally available to the public. To ensure a quality reading experience, this work has been
proofread and republished using a format that seamlessly blends the original graphical elements
with text in an easy-to-read typeface. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and
thank you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.
  a history of religious ideas: The Religious Ideas of the Old Testament Henry Wheeler
Robinson, 1915
  a history of religious ideas: A Little History of Religion Richard Holloway, 2016-08-23 For
curious readers young and old, a rich and colorful history of religion from humanity’s earliest days to
our own contentious times In an era of hardening religious attitudes and explosive religious
violence, this book offers a welcome antidote. Richard Holloway retells the entire history of
religion—from the dawn of religious belief to the twenty-first century—with deepest respect and a
keen commitment to accuracy. Writing for those with faith and those without, and especially for
young readers, he encourages curiosity and tolerance, accentuates nuance and mystery, and calmly
restores a sense of the value of faith. Ranging far beyond the major world religions of Judaism,
Islam, Christianity, Buddhism, and Hinduism, Holloway also examines where religious belief comes
from, the search for meaning throughout history, today’s fascinations with Scientology and
creationism, religiously motivated violence, hostilities between religious people and secularists, and
more. Holloway proves an empathic yet discerning guide to the enduring significance of faith and its
power from ancient times to our own.
  a history of religious ideas: Religious Intolerance, America, and the World John Corrigan,
2020-04-07 As the news shows us every day, contemporary American culture and politics are rife
with people who demonize their enemies by projecting their own failings and flaws onto them. But
this is no recent development. Rather, as John Corrigan argues here, it’s an expression of a trauma
endemic to America’s history, particularly involving our long domestic record of religious conflict
and violence. Religious Intolerance, America, and the World spans from Christian colonists’
intolerance of Native Americans and the role of religion in the new republic’s foreign-policy crises to
Cold War witch hunts and the persecution complexes that entangle Christians and Muslims today.
Corrigan reveals how US churches and institutions have continuously campaigned against
intolerance overseas even as they’ve abetted or performed it at home. This selective condemnation
of intolerance, he shows, created a legacy of foreign policy interventions promoting religious
freedom and human rights that was not reflected within America’s own borders. This timely,
captivating book forces America to confront its claims of exceptionalism based on religious
liberty—and perhaps begin to break the grotesque cycle of projection and oppression.
  a history of religious ideas: Religious Ideas in Liberal Democratic States Jasper Doomen,
Mirjam van Schaik, 2021-07-29 Religious Ideas in Liberal Democratic States adds new context to the
ongoing debate over the scope of religious freedom, drawing from a variety of perspectives to
discuss the meaning of religion itself within a democratic state. This book argues that categorizing
religion as a solely private affair is too narrow an interpretation and questions whether ideas like
freedom, human dignity, and equality can be truly actualized in a neutral and secular state.
Contributors explore the impact of religion, acknowledged or not, on legislation, human rights, and
group rights through legal, historical, and sociological lenses. Scholars of constitutional law,
jurisprudence, international law, and political science will find this book particularly useful.
  a history of religious ideas: The Territories of Science and Religion Peter Harrison,
2015-04-06 Peter Harrison takes what we think we know about science and religion, dismantles it,
and puts it back together again in a provocative new way. It is a mistake to assume, as most do, that
the activities and achievements that are usually labeled religious and scientific have been more or



less enduring features of the cultural landscape of the West. Harrison, by setting out the history of
science and religion to see when and where they come into being and to trace their mutations over
timereveals how distinctively Western and modern they are. Only in the past few hundred years have
religious beliefs and practices been bounded by a common notion and set apart from the secular.
And the idea of the natural sciences as discrete activities conducted in isolation from religious and
moral concerns is even more recent, dating from the nineteenth century. Putting the so-called
opposition between religion and science into historical perspective, as Harrison does here for the
first time, has profound implications for our understanding of the present and future relations
between them.
  a history of religious ideas: Dynamics of Religion Christoph Bochinger, Jörg Rüpke,
2016-11-21 Religious ideas, practices, discourses, institutions, and social expressions are in constant
flux. This volume addresses the internal and external dynamics, interactions between individuals,
religious communities, and local as well as global society. The contributions concentrate on four
areas: 1. Contemporary religion in the public sphere: The Tactics of (In)visibility among Religious
Communities in Europe; Religion Intersecting De-nationalization and Re-nationalization in
Post-Apartheid South Africa; 2. Religious transformations: Forms of Religious Communities in Global
Society; Political Contributions of Ancestral Cosmologies and the Decolonization of Religious Beliefs;
Esoteric Tradition as Poetic Invention; 3. Focus on the individual: Religion and Life Trajectories of
Islamists; Angels, Animals and Religious Change in Antiquity and Today; Gaining Access to the
Radically Unfamiliar in Today’s Religion; Religion between Individuals and Collectives; 4. Narrating
religion: Entangled Knowledge Cultures and the Creation of Religions in Mongolia and Europe;
Global Intellectual History and the Dynamics of Religion; On Representing Judaism.
  a history of religious ideas: How God Becomes Real T.M. Luhrmann, 2020-10-27 The hard
work required to make God real, how it changes the people who do it, and why it helps explain the
enduring power of faith How do gods and spirits come to feel vividly real to people—as if they were
standing right next to them? Humans tend to see supernatural agents everywhere, as the cognitive
science of religion has shown. But it isn’t easy to maintain a sense that there are invisible spirits who
care about you. In How God Becomes Real, acclaimed anthropologist and scholar of religion T. M.
Luhrmann argues that people must work incredibly hard to make gods real and that this effort—by
changing the people who do it and giving them the benefits they seek from invisible others—helps to
explain the enduring power of faith. Drawing on ethnographic studies of evangelical Christians,
pagans, magicians, Zoroastrians, Black Catholics, Santeria initiates, and newly orthodox Jews,
Luhrmann notes that none of these people behave as if gods and spirits are simply there. Rather,
these worshippers make strenuous efforts to create a world in which invisible others matter and can
become intensely present and real. The faithful accomplish this through detailed stories, absorption,
the cultivation of inner senses, belief in a porous mind, strong sensory experiences, prayer, and
other practices. Along the way, Luhrmann shows why faith is harder than belief, why prayer is a
metacognitive activity like therapy, why becoming religious is like getting engrossed in a book, and
much more. A fascinating account of why religious practices are more powerful than religious
beliefs, How God Becomes Real suggests that faith is resilient not because it provides intuitions
about gods and spirits—but because it changes the faithful in profound ways.
  a history of religious ideas: The Lives of Objects Maia Kotrosits, 2020-09-07 Our lives are
filled with objects—ones that we carry with us, that define our homes, that serve practical purposes,
and that hold sentimental value. When they are broken, lost, left behind, or removed from their
context, they can feel alien, take on a different use, or become trash. The lives of objects change
when our relationships to them change. Maia Kotrosits offers a fresh perspective on objects, looking
beyond physical material to consider how collective imagination shapes the formation of objects and
the experience of reality. Bringing a psychoanalytic approach to the analysis of material culture, she
examines objects of attachment—relationships, ideas, and beliefs that live on in the psyche—and
illustrates how people across time have anchored value systems to the materiality of life. Engaging
with classical studies, history, anthropology, and literary, gender, and queer studies, Kotrosits shows



how these disciplines address historical knowledge and how an expanded definition of materiality
can help us make connections between antiquity and the contemporary world.
  a history of religious ideas: The Thing about Religion David Morgan, 2021-03-19 Common
views of religion typically focus on the beliefs and meanings derived from revealed scriptures, ideas,
and doctrines. David Morgan has led the way in radically broadening that framework to encompass
the understanding that religions are fundamentally embodied, material forms of practice. This
concise primer shows readers how to study what has come to be termed material religion—the ways
religious meaning is enacted in the material world. Material religion includes the things people
wear, eat, sing, touch, look at, create, and avoid. It also encompasses the places where religion and
the social realities of everyday life, including gender, class, and race, intersect in physical ways. This
interdisciplinary approach brings religious studies into conversation with art history, anthropology,
and other fields. In the book, Morgan lays out a range of theories, terms, and concepts and shows
how they work together to center materiality in the study of religion. Integrating carefully curated
visual evidence, Morgan then applies these ideas and methods to case studies across a variety of
religious traditions, modeling step-by-step analysis and emphasizing the importance of historical
context. The Thing about Religion will be an essential tool for experts and students alike. Two free,
downloadable course syllabi created by the author are available online.
  a history of religious ideas: Evangelicals Incorporated Daniel Vaca, 2019-12-03 A new history
explores the commercial heart of evangelical Christianity. American evangelicalism is big business.
For decades, the world’s largest media conglomerates have sought out evangelical consumers, and
evangelical books have regularly become international best sellers. In the early 2000s, Rick
Warren’s The Purpose Driven Life spent ninety weeks on the New York Times Best Sellers list and
sold more than thirty million copies. But why have evangelicals achieved such remarkable
commercial success? According to Daniel Vaca, evangelicalism depends upon commercialism.
Tracing the once-humble evangelical book industry’s emergence as a lucrative center of the US book
trade, Vaca argues that evangelical Christianity became religiously and politically prominent
through business activity. Through areas of commerce such as branding, retailing, marketing, and
finance, for-profit media companies have capitalized on the expansive potential of evangelicalism for
more than a century. Rather than treat evangelicalism as a type of conservative Protestantism that
market forces have commodified and corrupted, Vaca argues that evangelicalism is an expressly
commercial religion. Although religious traditions seem to incorporate people who embrace distinct
theological ideas and beliefs, Vaca shows, members of contemporary consumer society often
participate in religious cultures by engaging commercial products and corporations. By examining
the history of companies and corporate conglomerates that have produced and distributed
best-selling religious books, bibles, and more, Vaca not only illustrates how evangelical ideas,
identities, and alliances have developed through commercial activity but also reveals how the
production of evangelical identity became a component of modern capitalism.
  a history of religious ideas: Urban Religion Jörg Rüpke, 2020-02-24 So far religion has been
seen as cause for dramatic developments in the history of cities, it has contributed to the
monumentalisation of centres and or has given importance to ex-centric places. Very recently,
anthropologists have been discovering religion in the contemporary global city. But still awaiting
historical investigation is the specific urban character of religious ideas, practices and institutions
and the role of urban space shaping this very ‘religion’ in the course of history. The time-span from
the Hellenistic age to Late Antiquity was crucial in the establishment of concepts and institutions of
‘religion’ and witnessed extended waves of urbanisation, Rome being central to this. In addressing
this problem, this book fills a significant gap in the scholarship on urban religion across time. Taking
seriously the proposition that space is condition, medium and outcome of social relations, the
development of ‘urban religion’ in lived urban space and urban culture or urbanity offers a lens onto
processes of religious change that have been neglected for the history of religion and for the study
of urbanism. The key thesis is that city-space engineered the major changes that revolutionised
religions. »This stimulating book makes use of archaeology and history to address religion as an



essential component of urban life in both the past and the present. -With a strong basis in the
ancient Mediterranean as well as an insightful view of modern urban life, Rüpke emphasizes that the
practice and performance of religion at the everyday level is as essential in the creation of an urban
ethos as the grand temples and institutions promulgated by the elite.« Monica L. Smith, author of
Cities: The First 6,000 Years »Jörg Rüpke offers a characteristically original and learned series of
reflections on some of the many ways in which the history of religions and the history of cities might
be entangled. Urban Religion offers no single overarching thesis, but it is consistently
thought-provoking and suggests many intriguing lines of investigation for the future.« Greg Woolf,
Institute of Classical Studies, London
  a history of religious ideas: Sin Gary A. Anderson, 2009-09-29 What is sin? Is it simply
wrongdoing? Why do its effects linger over time? In this sensitive, imaginative, and original work,
Gary Anderson shows how changing conceptions of sin and forgiveness lay at the very heart of the
biblical tradition. Spanning nearly two thousand years, the book brilliantly demonstrates how sin,
once conceived of as a physical burden, becomes, over time, eclipsed by economic metaphors.
Transformed from a weight that an individual carried, sin becomes a debt that must be repaid in
order to be redeemed in God's eyes. Anderson shows how this ancient Jewish revolution in thought
shaped the way the Christian church understood the death and resurrection of Jesus and eventually
led to the development of various penitential disciplines, deeds of charity, and even papal
indulgences. In so doing it reveals how these changing notions of sin provided a spur for the
Protestant Reformation. Broad in scope while still exceptionally attentive to detail, this ambitious
and profound book unveils one of the most seismic shifts that occurred in religious belief and
practice, deepening our understanding of one of the most fundamental aspects of human experience.
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