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Introduction:

Frederick Copleston's A History of Philosophy stands as a towering achievement in the field, a
monumental work encompassing centuries of philosophical thought. Its nine volumes offer a
comprehensive, albeit from a specific perspective, journey through the evolution of Western philosophy,
from the pre-Socratics to the existentialists. This examination delves into the strengths and limitations of
Copleston's A History of Philosophy, considering both its enduring value and its challenges for
contemporary readers. Understanding a history of philosophy Copleston requires appreciating its context, its

methodology, and its lasting impact on the study of philosophy.

L. Copleston's Approach: Thomistic Lens and its Implications

A crucial aspect of understanding a history of philosophy Copleston is recognizing his philosophical
background. A Jesuit priest, Copleston wrote from a Thomistic perspective, interpreting philosophical
systems through the lens of Aristotelian-Thomistic metaphysics. This perspective, while providing a
unifying framework, inevitably shapes his interpretations and emphases. He doesn't shy away from
criticism, engaging thoughtfully with philosophies differing from his own, but his sympathetic

understanding of Thomism often guides his analysis. This approach offers both opportunities and challenges.

Opportunities: The Thomistic framework provides a consistent interpretive lens, allowing for a
comparative analysis across different philosophical schools. Copleston's detailed engagement with the
intricacies of Aristotelian thought, for instance, illuminates many aspects of later philosophy that might
otherwise remain obscure. His clear and accessible prose makes even complex philosophical arguments

understandable to a broader audience.



Challenges: The inherent bias of a Thomistic perspective can limit the scope of certain interpretations. Some
critics argue that Copleston's approach downplays or misunderstands certain philosophical movements,
particularly those directly challenging Thomistic principles. The emphasis on metaphysical issues, while
valuable, may overshadow other equally significant aspects of philosophical inquiry, such as ethics or
aesthetics. Critics argue that a history of philosophy should be more pluralistic, presenting multiple
perspectives without imposing a pre-determined framework. Therefore, engaging with a history of

philosophy Copleston requires a critical awareness of this inherent bias.

IL. Strengths and Weaknesses of A History of Philosophy Copleston

Strengths:

Comprehensive Coverage: A History of Philosophy Copleston boasts a remarkably comprehensive scope,
covering a vast expanse of philosophical history. Its detail and depth are unparalleled in many other single-
author histories.

Clarity and Accessibility: Copleston's writing style is clear and accessible, making complex philosophical
ideas understandable to a wide range of readers. He avoids unnecessary jargon and presents arguments in a
logical and systematic manner.

Engagement with Primary Sources: Copleston demonstrates a thorough engagement with primary source
material, carefully analyzing the original texts of major philosophers.

Historical Contextualization: He situates philosophical ideas within their historical and cultural contexts,

providing valuable insight into the intellectual climate in which they arose.

Weaknesses:

Thomistic Bias: As previously discussed, Copleston's Thomistic perspective can shape his interpretations and
potentially lead to biases in his assessments of certain philosophies.

Limited Attention to Non-Western Philosophy: The focus is primarily on Western philosophy, neglecting

the rich philosophical traditions of other cultures.

Outdated Scholarship: Given its age, some aspects of the scholarship in a history of philosophy Copleston are

now outdated. Later philosophical developments and critical perspectives are not addressed.

III. The Enduring Legacy of A History of Philosophy Copleston

Despite its limitations, a history of philosophy Copleston remains a significant contribution to the field. Its
comprehensive scope, clarity, and engagement with primary sources continue to make it a valuable
resource for students and scholars alike. Its enduring legacy lies in its ability to introduce readers to the vast
landscape of Western philosophy, providing a solid foundation for further study. While a critical approach is

necessary, the work's richness and detail are undeniable.

IV. Publisher and Editor



The publisher of the original editions was Image Books, a division of Doubleday, known for its publication
of scholarly and religious works. Image Books had a strong reputation for publishing accessible and
engaging books on intellectual and theological topics. While no single editor oversaw the entire project, the

quality of the work suggests a high standard of editorial oversight throughout its publication.

V. Conclusion:

A History of Philosophy Copleston is a complex and multifaceted work. Its comprehensive scope, clear
prose, and engagement with primary sources make it an invaluable resource for anyone interested in the
history of philosophy. However, its Thomistic bias and limited engagement with non-Western philosophy
necessitate a critical approach to its interpretations. Understanding its strengths and weaknesses allows
readers to engage with this monumental work effectively, appreciating its contributions while remaining
aware of its limitations. Despite these limitations, its influence on the field of philosophy remains

undeniable, establishing it as a classic text worthy of continued study.

FAQs:

1. Is Copleston's history of philosophy suitable for beginners? Yes, its clarity and accessible style make it

suitable, though some sections may require more philosophical background.

1. What are the main criticisms of Copleston's work? The main criticisms center on its Thomistic bias,

its lack of engagement with non-Western philosophy, and some outdated scholarship.

1. How does Copleston's work compare to other histories of philosophy? It's distinguished by its
comprehensive scope, detailed analysis, and accessible style, though it lacks the overtly pluralistic

approach of some contemporary histories.

1. Is Copleston's work still relevant today? Yes, its analysis of classical and medieval philosophy remains
highly relevant, though its treatment of modern and contemporary philosophy needs to be

supplemented with more recent scholarship.



1. Where can I find the complete text of A History of Philosophy Copleston? The complete text is
available in multiple print editions and potentially in digital formats, though the acquisition of all

nine volumes may prove expensive.

1. What is the best way to approach reading A History of Philosophy Copleston? Begin with an
overview, focusing on the periods and thinkers that most interest you, before delving deeper into

specific areas.

1. Does Copleston address the philosophy of science? Yes, although indirectly, by examining the
philosophical implications of scientific developments and the impact of scientific thought on

philosophical systems.

1. How does Copleston's work relate to contemporary debates in philosophy? Its treatment of
fundamental philosophical concepts continues to inform contemporary debates, even if some of its

specific conclusions may be contested.

1. Are there any companion books or resources to help understand A History of Philosophy Copleston?

Yes, several secondary sources offering commentary and critique of Copleston's work are available.

Related Articles:

1. Copleston's Treatment of Aquinas: An in-depth analysis of Copleston's interpretation of Aquinas's

philosophy and its influence on his overall historical narrative.

1. Copleston's Engagement with Kant: An examination of Copleston's critical engagement with Kantian

philosophy and his assessment of its significance in the history of thought.



1. The Limitations of a Thomistic History of Philosophy: A critical perspective examining the

challenges and biases inherent in approaching philosophical history from a Thomistic viewpoint.

1. Copleston and the Problem of Evil: An exploration of how Copleston addresses the problem of evil

within his Thomistic framework and his interactions with other philosophical perspectives.

1. A Comparison of Copleston and Russell's Histories of Philosophy: A comparative analysis of

Copleston's and Bertrand Russell's approaches to philosophical history and their respective biases.

1. The Impact of Copleston's History on Contemporary Thomism: How Copleston's work influenced

contemporary interpretations and applications of Thomistic philosophy.

1. Copleston's Account of Existentialism: A close reading of Copleston's treatment of existentialist

philosophy, assessing both its strengths and weaknesses.

1. The Reception of Copleston's History of Philosophy: An examination of the critical reception of A
History of Philosophy Copleston across different periods and philosophical schools.

1. Updating Copleston: A Contemporary History of Philosophy Informed by His Work: Exploring how
the insights and framework found in Copleston's work could inform and enhance contemporary

historical studies of philosophy.

a history of philosophy copleston: A History of Philosophy Frederick Copleston, 1999-01-01



Copleston, an Oxford Jesuit and specialist in the history of philosophy, first created his history as an
introduction for Catholic ecclesiastical seminaries. However, since its first publication (the last
volume appearing in the mid-1970s) the series has become the classic account for all philosophy
scholars and students. The 11-volume series gives an accessible account of each philosopher's work,
but also explains their relationship to the work of other philosophers.

a history of philosophy copleston: History of Philosophy Volume 1 Frederick Copleston,
2003-06-01 Copleston, an Oxford Jesuit and specialist in the history of philosophy, created his
history as an introduction for Catholic ecclesiastical seminaries. The 11-volume series gives an
accessible account of each philosopher's work, and explains their relationship to the work of other
philosophers.

a history of philosophy copleston: A History of Philosophy Frederick Charles Copleston,
1946 Progress of philoso-phical thinking among the Greeks, leading to a dual climax in the work of
Plato and Aristotle, demanding a synthesis by the Neo-Platonists.

a history of philosophy copleston: A History of Philosophy: Bentham to Russell Frederick
Charles Copleston, 1966 The utilitarianism of the nineteenth century, the idealist movement, the
pragmatist movement, modern realism, Bertrand Russell and more recent trends in British
philosophy. +

a history of philosophy copleston: Late Medieval and Renaissance Philosophy Frederick
Copleston, 2003-01-01 Copleston, an Oxford Jesuit and specialist in the history of philosophy, first
created his history as an introduction for Catholic ecclesiastical seminaries. However, since its first
publication (the last volume appearing in the mid-1970s) the series has become the classic account
for all philosophy scholars and students. The 11-volume series gives an accessible account of each
philosopher's work, but also explains their relationship to the work of other philosophers.

a history of philosophy copleston: A history of philosophy Frederick Charles Copleston, 1953
The Fourteenth Century -- Rise of the Schools of the Renaissance. Culminates with the revival of
Scholasticism.

a history of philosophy copleston: A History of Philosophy with Especial Reference to
the Formation and Development of Its Problems and Conceptions Wilhelm Windelband, 1895

a history of philosophy copleston: A History of Philosophy Frederick Copleston, 1999-01-01
Copleston, an Oxford Jesuit and specialist in the history of philosophy, first created his history as an
introduction for Catholic ecclesiastical seminaries. However, since its first publication (the last
volume appearing in the mid-1970s) the series has become the classic account for all philosophy
scholars and students. The 11-volume series gives an accessible account of each philosopher's work,
but also explains their relationship to the work of other philosophers.

a history of philosophy copleston: pt. 1 & 2. Greece and Rome Frederick Charles Copleston,

a history of philosophy copleston: A History of Philosophy; 3 Frederick Charles Copleston,
2023-07-22 A classic work of philosophy, Frederick Copleston's A History of Philosophy remains a
must-read for anyone interested in the subject. From the ancient Greeks to the modern era,
Copleston provides a comprehensive overview of the major schools of thought and their
contributions to the field. This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and
is part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work is in the public domain in the
United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy
and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the
work. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved,
reproduced, and made generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of the
preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and
relevant.

a history of philosophy copleston: A History of Medieval Philosophy Frederick C.
Copleston S.J., 1990-01-30 In this classic work, Frederick C. Copleston, S.]., outlines the
development of philosophical reflection in Christian, Islamic, and Jewish thought from the ancient
world to the late medieval period. A History of Medieval Philosophy is an invaluable general




introduction that also includes longer treatments of such leading thinkers as Aquinas, Scotus, and
Ockham.

a history of philosophy copleston: Logical Positivism and Existentialism Frederick Charles
Copleston, 2003-01-01 Copleston, an Oxford Jesuit and specialist in the history of philosophy, first
created his history as an introduction for Catholic ecclesiastical seminaries. However, since its first
publication (the last volume appearing in the mid-1970s) the series has become the classic account
for all philosophy scholars and students. The 11-volume series gives an accessible account of each
philosopher's work, but also explains their relationship to the work of other philosophers.

a history of philosophy copleston: A History of Philosophy... Frederick Charles Copleston,
1946

a history of philosophy copleston: A History of Philosophy: Medieval philosophy, Augustine to
Scotus Frederick Charles Copleston, 1946

a history of philosophy copleston: Russian Philosophy Frederick Charles Copleston,
2003-01-01 Copleston, an Oxford Jesuit and specialist in the history of philosophy, first created his
history as an introduction for Catholic ecclesiastical seminaries. However, since its first publication
(the last volume appearing in the mid-1970s) the series has become the classic account for all
philosophy scholars and students. The 11-volume series gives an accessible account of each
philosopher's work, but also explains their relationship to the work of other philosophers.

a history of philosophy copleston: Memoirs of a Philosopher Frederick Charles Copleston,
1993 Copelston's childhood, conversion to Catholicism and life in the Church for most of this century
are recounted. An eventful life of a significant scholar.

a history of philosophy copleston: A History of Philosophy: Greece and Rome. v.2
Mediaeval philosophy Frederick Charles Copleston, 1951

a history of philosophy copleston: History of Philosophy Volume 2 Frederick Copleston,
2003-06-12 Copleston, an Oxford Jesuit and specialist in the history of philosophy, created his
history as an introduction for Catholic ecclesiastical seminaries. The 11-volume series gives an
accessible account of each philosopher's work, and explains their relationship to the work of other
philosophers.

a history of philosophy copleston: Greece and Rome Frederick Charles Copleston, 1999
Copleston, an Oxford Jesuit and specialist in the history of philosophy, first created his history as an
introduction for Catholic ecclesiastical seminaries. However, since its first publication (the last
volume appearing in the mid-1970s) the series has become the classic account for all philosophy
scholars and students. The 11-volume series gives an accessible account of each philosopher's work,
but also explains their relationship to the work of other philosophers.

a history of philosophy copleston: Religion and The One Frederick Copleston, 2003-01-01
Theories of one ultimate reality exist in philosophies of both the East and the West, and in both
traditions such theories are commonly connected with religion. In Religion and the One, Frederick
Copleston explores the approach that different philosophies have taken to the question of divine
reality, with a special focus on the metaphysics of the One.In the first part of the book, Copleston
looks at the features of different traditions, discussing Taoist philosophy, the Vedanta schools of
thought in India, the development of philosophy in the Islamic world, and a number of movements
from the Western tradition. The second part questions why people form such theories, exploring
factors such as the nature of the self and the cognitive value of mysticism.Writing with all his
hallmark learning and lucidity, the author also discusses the consequences of the metaphysics of the
One for ethical ideals and social activism. Approaching the issues in an open-minded and
unprejudiced fashion, he does not pretend to have answers to all the questions he raises. However,
unlike many theologians and philosophers, he is not prepared to dismiss metaphysics as being
inherently irreligious.

a history of philosophy copleston: British Philosophy Frederick Copleston, 2003-01-01 Also
has chapters on the Cambridge Platonists, Robert Boyle, Sir Isaac Newton, and Deists, among
others.




a history of philosophy copleston: Philosophy in Russia Frederick Copleston, 2010-01-07
Philosophy in Russia covers its subject broadly and in detail from the eighteenth century to Lenin
and beyond into the post-Stalin period. It offers a continuous history of the development of
philosophical thought in Russia, and portraits of individual and influential thinkers. The author
devotes careful analysis to radicals such as Bakunin, Herzen, Chernyshevsky and Lavrov, and to the
Marxists such as Plekhanov and Lenin. He also discusses the thought of writers such as Kireevsky,
Leontiev and Solovyev, and examines the philosophically relevant ideas of Dostoevsky and Tolstoy.
He also discusses Russian thinkers in exile, such as Berdyaev, Frank, N. O. Lossky and Shestov.For
historical reasons philosophical thought in Russia has tended to become socially or politically
committed thought. To what extent genuine philosophical thought has proved to be compatible with
the monopoly enjoyed by Marxism-Leninism in the fields of education and publishing is a crucial
question discussed in this authoritative study.

a history of philosophy copleston: The History of Philosophy Alan Woods, Alan Woods
outlines the development of philosophy from the ancient Greeks, all the way through to Marx and
Engels who brought together the best of previous thinking to produce the Marxist philosophical
outlook, which looks at the real material world, not as a static immovable reality, but one that is
constantly changing and moving according to laws that can be discovered. It is this method which
allows Marxists to look at how things were, how they have become and how they are most likely
going to be in the future, in a long process which started with the early primitive humans in their
struggles for survival, through to the emergence of class societies, all as part of a process towards
greater and greater knowledge of the world we live in. This long historical process eventually
created the material conditions which allow for an end to class divisions and the flowering of a new
society where humans will achieve true freedom, where no human will exploit another, no human
will oppress another. Here we see how philosophy becomes an indispensable tool in the struggle for
the revolutionary transformation of society.

a history of philosophy copleston: History of Medieval Philosophy Maurice Marie Charles
De Wulf, 1926 Volume 2: From St. Thomas Aquinas to the end of the 12th Century.

a history of philosophy copleston: Medieval Philosophy Frederick Charles Copleston,
2001-01-01 This classic introduction by a noted scholar compresses much of substance into
comparatively little space, offering students and general readers an insightful, accessible survey of
the major philosophical trends and thinkers of the Middle Ages. In 200 pages, the text basically
covers the thought of ten centuries ... clearly no light task, says the Times Literary Supplement of
London, adding that this is a careful and erudite book, full of patience and tolerance, catholic in
every sense of the word.

a history of philosophy copleston: Dream of Reason: A History of Western Philosophy
from the Greeks to the Renaissance (New Edition) Anthony Gottlieb, 2016-08-30 His
book...supplant[s] all others, even the immensely successful History of Western Philosophy by
Bertrand Russell.—A. C. Grayling Already a classic, this landmark study of early Western thought
now appears in a new edition with expanded coverage of the Middle Ages. This landmark study of
Western thought takes a fresh look at the writings of the great thinkers of classic philosophy and
questions many pieces of conventional wisdom. The book invites comparison with Bertrand Russell's
monumental History of Western Philosophy, but Gottlieb's book is less idiosyncratic and based on
more recent scholarship (Colin McGinn, Los Angeles Times). A New York Times Notable Book, a Los
Angeles Times Best Book, and a Times Literary Supplement Best Book of 2001.

a history of philosophy copleston: A History of Philosophy Anthony Carroll, Frederick
Copleston, 2025-04-29 A history of philosophy from the origins of reason in Ancient Greece to the
most influential philosophers working today, this long-awaited single volume companion to Frederick
Copleston's historic 11-volume series is a must-have for any aspiring philosopher. Frederick
Copleston's 11-volume A History of Philosophy has been the go-to reference for philosophers and
students for decades. It is universally recognized as a classic and sits on the shelf of countless
leading thinkers today. This companion to Copleston's landmark work contains clear and succinct




analyses of the major events and texts in philosophy, exploring the foundational principles and ideals
that drove the development of Western thought. It grapples with the sometimes complex views and
teachings of the greatest minds in philosophy, explaining their work with clarity and elegance. An
accessible journey through this epic and deeply human history, Carroll succinctly condenses
Copleston's thought while expanding on contemporary and world philosophy. From the early
teachings of Socrates to the medieval philosophies of Christian Europe, the Enlightenment and the
radical arguments of the Existentialists, Carroll adeptly explores the common threads and themes
that have united all rational enquiries into the fundamental nature of reality.

a history of philosophy copleston: A History of Philosophy: Maine de Biran to Sartre
Frederick Charles Copleston, 1946 Prominent French philosophical thinkers of the nineteenth and
twentieth centuries. +

a history of philosophy copleston: Philosophies and Cultures Frederick Charles Copleston,
1980

a history of philosophy copleston: A History of Philosophy: Wolff to Kant Frederick
Charles Copleston, 1960

a history of philosophy copleston: A history of philosophy. Modern philosophy.
Schopenhauer to Nietzsche Frederick Copleston, 1965

a history of philosophy copleston: The World Philosophy Made Scott Soames, 2021-11-16
How philosophy transformed human knowledge and the world we live in Philosophical investigation
is the root of all human knowledge. Developing new concepts, reinterpreting old truths, and
reconceptualizing fundamental questions, philosophy has progressed—and driven human
progress—for more than two millennia. In short, we live in a world philosophy made. In this concise
history of philosophy's world-shaping impact, Scott Soames demonstrates that the modern
world—including its science, technology, and politics—simply would not be possible without the
accomplishments of philosophy. Firmly rebutting the misconception of philosophy as ivory-tower
thinking, Soames traces its essential contributions to fields as diverse as law and logic, psychology
and economics, relativity and rational decision theory. Beginning with the giants of ancient Greek
philosophy, The World Philosophy Made chronicles the achievements of the great thinkers, from the
medieval and early modern eras to the present. It explores how philosophy has shaped our language,
science, mathematics, religion, culture, morality, education, and politics, as well as our
understanding of ourselves. Philosophy's idea of rational inquiry as the key to theoretical knowledge
and practical wisdom has transformed the world in which we live. From the laws that govern society
to the digital technology that permeates modern life, philosophy has opened up new possibilities and
set us on more productive paths. The World Philosophy Made explains and illuminates as never
before the inexhaustible richness of philosophy and its influence on our individual and collective
lives.

a history of philosophy copleston: Classical Philosophy Peter Adamson, 2014-06 Readership:
Anyone interested in philosophy, the history of ideas, or the ancient Greek world

a history of philosophy copleston: A Thing of This World Lee Braver, 2007-07-13
Combining conceptual rigour and clarity of prose with historical erudition, this book shows how one
of the standard issues of analytic philosophy, realism and anti-realism, has also been at the heart of
continental philosophy.

a history of philosophy copleston: The Philosophy of History Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel,
1902

a history of philosophy copleston: A History of Philosophy Frederick Copleston, 1963

a history of philosophy copleston: A history of philosophy Frederick Charles Copleston, 1953

a history of philosophy copleston: History of Philosophy Volume 6 Frederick Copleston,
2023-06-13

a history of philosophy copleston: India, the Search for Unity, Democracy, and Progress
John Adams, Walter C. Neale, 1976

a history of philosophy copleston: A History of Philosophy Frederick Charles Copleston,
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