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Introduction: Understanding the Crucial Role of Sponsorship in 12-Step

Programs

This 12 step sponsorship guide offers a comprehensive exploration of the vital role sponsorship plays within
the framework of 12-step recovery programs. While 12-step programs, such as Alcoholics Anonymous
(AA) and Narcotics Anonymous (NA), have proven effective for many, the effectiveness hinges heavily on
the quality of the sponsor-sponsee relationship. This guide will delve into the complexities of this
relationship, examining both the significant opportunities for growth and the potential challenges that can
arise. We will explore the essential qualities of a good sponsor, the responsibilities of both the sponsor and
sponsee, and practical strategies for navigating common difficulties. This 12 step sponsorship guide aims to
equip both potential sponsors and those seeking sponsorship with the knowledge and tools necessary to

foster a supportive and effective partnership.

Section 1: The Foundations of a Successful 12 Step Sponsorship Guide:
Defining Roles and Responsibilities

The core of a successful 12 step sponsorship guide lies in understanding the distinct but interconnected roles

of the sponsor and sponsee. The sponsor acts as a mentor, guide, and confidant, providing support and



accountability throughout the recovery journey. They are not therapists, but rather experienced members
who share their own experiences and offer guidance based on their understanding of the 12 steps. A 12 step
sponsorship guide emphasizes that the sponsor's primary function is to guide the sponsee through the steps,

offering encouragement, advice, and a listening ear.

The sponsee, in turn, is responsible for actively participating in the process. This includes honest self-
reflection, commitment to the 12 steps, and open communication with their sponsor. A successful 12 step
sponsorship guide stresses the importance of mutual respect and trust between sponsor and sponsee. Both
parties must be willing to invest time and effort into the relationship. Without this commitment, the

benefits of sponsorship are significantly diminished.

Section 2: Qualities of an Effective Sponsor: A 12 Step Sponsorship Guide

Perspective

A 12 step sponsorship guide highlights several key qualities of an effective sponsor:

Experience and Sobriety: A strong track record of sobriety demonstrates the sponsor's ability to maintain
recovery, offering a powerful example to the sponsee.

Empathy and Compassion: Understanding and validating the sponsee's struggles is crucial. A good sponsor
doesn't judge but provides a safe space for vulnerability.

Good Communication Skills: Open and honest communication is paramount. The sponsor should be able to
listen actively and provide constructive feedback.

Strong Boundaries: The sponsor must maintain healthy boundaries to avoid enabling or becoming overly
involved in the sponsee's life.

Patience and Understanding: Recovery is a process, and setbacks are inevitable. A good sponsor provides
unwavering support even during difficult times.

Knowledge of the 12 Steps: A thorough understanding of the 12 steps and their application is essential for

effective guidance.

This 12 step sponsorship guide emphasizes that finding the right sponsor is a crucial step in the recovery

process.

Section 3: Challenges in the Sponsor-Sponsee Relationship: A Realistic 12
Step Sponsorship Guide Approach

Despite the potential benefits, the sponsor-sponsee relationship can present challenges. This 12 step

sponsorship guide acknowledges the reality of these difficulties:

Power Dynamics: The inherent power imbalance can create difficulties if not managed carefully.
Burnout: Sponsors can experience burnout if they don't establish healthy boundaries and prioritize self-care.

Transference and Countertransference: Emotional projections from both parties can complicate the



relationship.

Conflict and Disagreements: Differences in opinions or approaches to recovery can lead to conflict.

Lack of Commitment: A lack of commitment from either the sponsor or sponsee can undermine the
effectiveness of the relationship.

Sponsor's Own Struggles: A sponsor's own unresolved issues can negatively impact their ability to support

the sponsee.

Section 4: Navigating Challenges: Practical Strategies from a 12 Step
Sponsorship Guide

This 12 step sponsorship guide provides practical strategies for overcoming these challenges:

Open Communication: Addressing issues directly and honestly is key to resolving conflicts.

Setting Boundaries: Establishing clear boundaries protects both the sponsor and sponsee.

Seeking Support: Sponsors can seek support from other experienced members or professionals when
needed.

Regular Check-ins: Scheduled meetings ensure consistent support and accountability.

Utilizing 12-Step Resources: Leveraging meetings, literature, and other 12-step resources can provide
additional support.

Professional Help: Seeking professional help from a therapist or counselor can be beneficial when needed.

Section 5: Opportunities for Growth: The Transformative Power of
Sponsorship

A 12 step sponsorship guide should also highlight the significant opportunities for growth inherent in the
sponsor-sponsee relationship. Both sponsor and sponsee can experience profound personal development
through mutual support and shared experiences. Sponsors gain a deeper understanding of the 12 steps and
their own recovery, while sponsees benefit from the guidance and encouragement they receive. This

reciprocal growth strengthens the recovery process for both individuals.

Conclusion

This 12 step sponsorship guide emphasizes that the sponsor-sponsee relationship is a cornerstone of
successful 12-step recovery. While challenges exist, the potential benefits—for both sponsor and
sponsee—are substantial. By understanding the roles and responsibilities, cultivating essential qualities, and
effectively navigating difficulties, individuals can harness the transformative power of sponsorship to
achieve lasting recovery. This guide provides a framework for fostering a supportive and effective

partnership that promotes healing, growth, and sustained sobriety.



FAQs

1. What if my sponsor and I disagree on something? Open communication is crucial. Discuss your
differing viewpoints respectfully, seeking common ground and understanding. If disagreements

persist, consider seeking guidance from another trusted member or a therapist.

1. How often should I meet with my sponsor? The frequency depends on individual needs. Regular

weekly meetings are common, but adjustments can be made as needed.

1. What if my sponsor relapses? This is a difficult situation. It’s important to prioritize your own
recovery and seek support from other members or a professional. You may need to find a new

sponsor.

1. How do I find a sponsor? Ask members at 12-step meetings for suggestions, or share your desire for a

sponsor with meeting attendees.

1. Can I be a sponsor if I've only been sober for a short time? It's generally recommended to have a

significant period of sobriety before taking on the role of a sponsor.

1. What if my sponsee isn't following the steps? Gently encourage and support your sponsee, but

ultimately, their recovery is their responsibility. Focus on your role as a guide and listener.

1. Is it okay to share personal information with my sponsor? Share what feels comfortable and safe for

you. Trust is vital, but remember your sponsor is not a therapist.



1. How do I know if I'm ready to be a sponsor? Self-reflection is key. Are you consistently working

your own program? Do you feel confident and capable of offering guidance and support?

1. What if I feel overwhelmed as a sponsor? Prioritize self-care, seek support from other members, and

remember to establish healthy boundaries. Don't hesitate to seek professional guidance if needed.

Related Articles:

1. The Importance of Accountability in 12-Step Sponsorship: Explores the role of accountability in the

sponsor-sponsee relationship and how it contributes to successful recovery.

1. Navigating Transference and Countertransference in 12-Step Sponsorship: Discusses the common
challenges of transference and countertransference and provides strategies for managing them

effectively.

1. Building Trust and Connection in the Sponsor-Sponsee Relationship: Focuses on the importance of

building trust and connection as the foundation for a successful partnership.

1. Setting Healthy Boundaries in 12-Step Sponsorship: Provides practical tips and strategies for

establishing and maintaining healthy boundaries.

1. Overcoming Burnout in 12-Step Sponsorship: Addresses the issue of sponsor burnout and offers self-

care strategies to prevent it.

1. The Role of Empathy and Compassion in 12-Step Sponsorship: Highlights the importance of empathy



and compassion in providing effective support to a sponsee.

1. Using 12-Step Literature to Guide Sponsorship: Explores the use of 12-step literature as a resource for

both sponsors and sponsees.

1. Finding the Right Sponsor: A Guide for Individuals Seeking Recovery: Offers practical advice for

finding a suitable sponsor.

1. 12-Step Sponsorship and Co-Occurring Disorders: Discusses the specific challenges and considerations

when sponsoring individuals with co-occurring mental health disorders.

12 step sponsorship guide: Twelve Step Sponsorship Hamilton B., 2009-09-29 Twelve Step

Sponsorship is the first truly comprehensive look at sponsorship, a role recovering people benefit
from both as sponsees and ultimately as sponsors. Sponsorship is a rich and enduring part of
tradition of Alcoholics Anonymous. Twelve Step Sponsorship delivers both the theory and
practice--how to do it and why--in a clear, step-by-step presentation. Written by the author of Getting
Started in AA, a widely acclaimed guide for the newcomer to the program of AA, Twelve Step
Sponsorship is the first truly comprehensive look at sponsorship, a role recovering people benefit
from both as sponsees and ultimately as sponsors. Twelve Step Sponsorship includes informative
sections that deal with: finding a sponsor and being a sponsor. Twelve Step Sponsorship offers a
welcome reinforcement to the tradition of passing it on from one generation of sponsors to the next.

12 step sponsorship guide: The Sponsor's 12 Step Manual: a Guide to Teaching and Learning
the Program of AA John E, 2012-04-29 A Guide to teaching the 12 Steps. The Sponsor's 12 Step
Manual is an (independent) approach to delivering the program of A.A. that will help people learn
faster and remember more. The manual uses a six-point method of teaching to reinforce learning
and to increase comprehension and promote awareness of the Steps to its fullest extent. The process
starts with understanding the language used in the Steps and progresses on to an in depth study of
what is in the literature and how it applies to an individual. The six levels also cover self reflection
and creativity with the final level of each Step looking at how a sponsee may carry the message to a
newcomer. This is not a 'stand alone' book, for it to work you will also need to have access to A.A.s
Big Book and The 12 Steps and 12 Traditions. Now available in a NEW WORKBOOK EDITION.

12 step sponsorship guide: The Sponsor's 12 Step Manual John E, 2013-06-20 New Edition.
This is the Workbook Edition of The Sponsor's 12 Step Manual: A (independent)Guide to Teaching
and Learning the Program of A.A. in which additional space has been added for writing answers.
This means that a person can keep a record of work completed directly within the pages of this book.
Ideal to work through with a sponsee (or by yourself). The guide applies established educational




techniques to developing an understanding of the 12 Steps of Alcoholics Anonymous. This process
leads to a structure that progressively improves a person's knowledge and understanding of each of
the steps examined. An earlier version has been used with groups in treatment facilities in a
classroom situation and some people have set up home groups and met together using the earlier
version as the basis for the meeting. The feedback has been very positive with people continuing to
start other groups and the book being used as a tool to teach the Steps. Now being used in five
prisons. This is not a 'stand alone' book, for it to work you will also need to have access to A.A.s Big
Book and The 12 Steps and 12 Traditions.

12 step sponsorship guide: Carry This Message Joe McQ, 2002 As an internationally
respected teacher and lecturer on the Twelve Step method introduced by Alcoholics Anonymous, Joe
McQ knows that sponsorship is a key construct for the success of the program because it involves
moving a person through the Twelve Step process to recovery. In the early days of AA, sponsors
would come to the alcoholic's home and talk him through Steps 1 and 2, and when they were
thoroughly convinced he was ready, they would start him on the program. Step 12 is the foundation
of sponsorships: Having had a spiritual awakening as the result of these steps, we tried to carry this
message to alcoholics, to practice these principles in all our affairs. Carry This Message addresses
McQ's concern that sponsors have lost some skills in working with alcoholics. AA sponsors need to
refocus on the Big Book, on the Twelve Steps, and on their message, urges McQ, to recognize the
value of the program and to return to its roots and essence. Directed to sponsors, this is a
companion book to The Steps We Took, offering tools for helping others find recovery and new life
through the Twelve Step program.

12 step sponsorship guide: A Sponsorship Guide for 12-Step Programs M. T., 2013-10-08
A Sponsorship Guide for 12-Step Programs offers the reader far-ranging suggestions, based on
concrete experience, for the most common issues and dilemmas that arise when one agrees to
become a sponsor in any 12-step program. Seventeen sponsors (with collective recovery time of over
250 years) share their experience and insights as they describe common situations sponsors face
and relate the solutions they used. This is the first book of its kind--for sponsors, by sponsors.
Divided into three main sections--Sponsorship Basics, Working the Steps with a Sponsee, and
Common issues that Come Up--this book will be of use to anyone who has agreed to be a sponsor, or
anyone who does not have access to a sponsor. A Sponsorship Guide is like having a sponsor in a
book.

12 step sponsorship guide: A Sponsorship Guide for 12-Step Programs M. T., 1998-02-15
This book offers the reader far-ranging suggestions, based on experience for the most common
issues and dilemmas that arise when one agrees to be someone's sponsor in any of the twelve step
fellowships. The guide is a wonderful resource for anyone who has agreed to be a sponsor, who
wants a sponsor, who does not have the best sponsor for him/herself, or access to a sponsor.

12 step sponsorship guide: The Twelve Steps and the Sacraments Scott Weeman,
2017-11-10 Winner of a 2018 Catholic Press Association Award: Sacraments. (Second Place). In the
first book to directly integrate the Twelve Steps with the practice of Catholicism, Scott Weeman,
founder and director of Catholic in Recovery, pairs his personal story with compassionate straight
talk to show Catholics how to bridge the commonly felt gap between the Higher Power of
twelve-step programs and the merciful God that he rediscovered in the heart of the sacraments.
Weeman entered sobriety from alcohol and drugs on October 10, 2011, and he's made it his full-time
ministry to help others who struggle with various types of addiction to find spiritual wholeness
through Catholic in Recovery, an organization he founded and directs. In The Twelve Steps and the
Sacraments, Weeman candidly tackles the struggle he and other addicts have with getting to know
intimately the unnamed Higher Power of recovery. He shares stories of his compulsion to find a
personal relationship with God and how his tentative steps back to the Catholic Church opened new
doors of healing and brought him surprising joy as he came to know Christ in the sacraments.
Catholics in recovery and those moving toward it, as well as the people who love them will recognize
Weeman's story and his spiritual struggle to personally encounter God. He tells us how: Baptism



helps you admit powerlessness over an unmanageable problem, face your desperate need for God,
and choose to believe in and submit to God’s mercy. Reconciliation affirms and strengthens the hard
work of examining your life, admitting wrongs, and making amends. The Eucharist provides ongoing
sustenance and draws you to the healing power of Christ. The graces of Confirmation strengthen
each person to keep moving forward and to share the good news of recovery and new life in Christ.
Weeman's words are boldly challenging and brimming with compassion and through them you will
discover inspiration, hope, sage advice, and refreshingly practical help.

12 step sponsorship guide: Understanding the Twelve Steps Terence T. Gorski, 1991-04-15 An
interpretation and guide to the 12 steps of Acoholics Anonymous.

12 step sponsorship guide: Big Book Awakening Dan Sherman, 1992-01-01 Written to be
used in conjunction with, not instead of the Big Book of Alcoholics anonymous. This book will help
guide you through a personal experience with all Twelve Steps as they are outlined in the AA Big
Book. You write notes and questions from the Big Book Awakening into your own Big Book for
personal consideration. After you have completed this process yourself your Big Book is now a
powerful working with others book with questions and considerations that will help you work with
others both one-on-one and in workshops. They them selves write the same notes into their own Big
Book to one day do the same.

12 step sponsorship guide: 12-Step Workbook for Recovering Alcoholics, Including
Powerful 4Th-Step Worksheets lam Pastal, 2015-08-07 This workbook for recovering alcoholics is
a great resource for anyone who wants to quit drinking alcohol for good! It follows a 12-step
program that contains actionable advice, helpful activities, and useful prayers for recovery. This quit
lit book is also based on the author’s experience recovering and working with Alcoholic Anonymous,
an organization devoted to abstinence-based recovery from alcoholism.

12 step sponsorship guide: Alcoholics Anonymous Bill W., 2014-09-04 A 75th anniversary
e-book version of the most important and practical self-help book ever written, Alcoholics
Anonymous. Here is a special deluxe edition of a book that has changed millions of lives and
launched the modern recovery movement: Alcoholics Anonymous. This edition not only reproduces
the original 1939 text of Alcoholics Anonymous, but as a special bonus features the complete 1941
Saturday Evening Post article “Alcoholics Anonymous” by journalist Jack Alexander, which, at the
time, did as much as the book itself to introduce millions of seekers to AA’s program. Alcoholics
Anonymous has touched and transformed myriad lives, and finally appears in a volume that honors
its posterity and impact.

12 step sponsorship guide: The Narcotics Anonymous Step Working Guides , 1998-01-01
Narcotics Anonymous Step Working Guides are meant to be used by NA members at any stage of
recovery, whether it's the first time through the steps, or whether they have been a guiding force for
many years. This book is intentionally written to be relevant to newcomers and to help more
experienced memebers develop a deeper understanding of the Twelve Steps.

12 step sponsorship guide: Eating Disorders Anonymous Eating Disorders Anonymous (EDA),
2016-11-21 Eating Disorders Anonymous: The Story of How We Recovered from Our Eating
Disorders presents the accumulated experience, strength, and hope of many who have followed a
Twelve-Step approach to recover from their eating disorders. Eating Disorders Anonymous (EDA),
founded by sober members of Alcoholics Anonymous (AA), have produced a work that emulates the
“Big Book” in style and substance. EDA respects the pioneering work of AA while expanding its
Twelve-Step message of hope to include those who are religious or seek a spiritual solution, and for
those who are not and may be more comfortable substituting “higher purpose” for the traditional
“Higher Power.” Further, the EDA approach embraces the development and maintenance of balance
and perspective, rather than abstinence, as the goal of recovery. Initial chapters provide clear
directions on how to establish a foothold in recovery by offering one of the founder’s story of hope,
and collective voices tell why EDA is suitable for readers with any type of problem eating, including:
anorexia nervosa, bulimia, binge eating, emotional eating, and orthorexia. The text then explains
how to use the Twelve Steps to develop a durable and resilient way of thinking and acting that is



free of eating disordered thoughts and behaviors, including how to pay it forward so that others
might have hope of recovery. In the second half of the text, individual contributors share their
experiences, describing what it was like to have an eating disorder, what happened that enabled
them to make a start in recovery, and what it is like to be in recovery. Like the “Big Book,” these
stories are in three sections: Pioneers of EDA, They Stopped in Time, and They Lost Nearly All.
Readers using the Twelve Steps to recover from other issues will find the process consistent and
reinforcing of their experiences, yet the EDA approach offers novel ideas and specific guidance for
those struggling with food, weight and body image issues. Letters of support from three,
highly-regarded medical professionals and two, well-known recovery advocates offer reassurance
that EDA’s approach is consistent with that supported by medical research and standards in the field
of eating disorders treatment. Intended as standard reading for members who participate in EDA
groups throughout the world, this book is accessible and appropriate for anyone who wants to
recover from an eating disorder or from issues related to food, weight, and body image.

12 step sponsorship guide: Alcoholics Anonymous Charles Bufe, 1997-12-01 This well
researched, painstakingly documented book provides detailed information on the right-wing
evangelical organization (Oxford Group Movement) that gave birth to AA; the relation of AA and its
program to the Oxford Group Movement; AA's similarities to and differences from religious cults;
AA's remarkable ineffectiveness; and the alternatives to AA. The greatly expanded second edition
includes a new chapter on AA's relationship to the treatment industry, and AA's remarkable
influence in the media.

12 step sponsorship guide: Twelve Steps and Twelve Traditions Trade Edition Bill W., 1953
Twelve Steps to recovery.

12 step sponsorship guide: The Spiritual Solution John Haspel, 2012-04-01 The Spiritual
Solution - Simple And Effective Recovery Through The Taking And Teaching Of The 12 Steps is a
guide to the 12 Steps as presented in the book Alcoholics Anonymous. The 12 steps are intended to
be a simple and straightforward way for alcoholics to actually take the steps in one sitting. The 12
Steps were never intended to be studied, worked, or analyzed in any protracted way. The 12 Steps
are meant to be taken as soon as possible, early in recovery. Included in this book are the guidelines
used during The Spiritual Solution One Day 12 Step Workshops. There are additional chapters on:
The Founding of AA The Development Of The Spiritual Solution To Alcoholism The Maintenance
Steps - Steps 10, 11 and 12 Sponsorship The Home Group Special (exclusive) Meetings Other
Substances And Singleness Of Purpose Sober Time and Qualifications For Service The Meaning Of
Conference Approved Literature The Spiritual Solution book explains what has happened to a
program once called a miracle of the twentieth century, and how AA can return to its previous
effectiveness. Whether the reader has been in the rooms for many years or still struggling with
active alcoholism or addiction, The Spiritual Solution provides a clear, simple and effective guide to
comfortable and contented sobriety by actually taking the 12 Steps. If the reader has tried AA and
became disappointed or disillusioned, you were more than likely never presented with the actual AA
program of recovery found only in the 12 Steps as described in the book Alcoholics Anonymous. The
digital edition has a linked 12 Step Quick Guide showing precisely the location of the steps in The
Big Book. The 12 Step Quick Guide is included in the paperback edition as well.

12 step sponsorship guide: One on One Aa Grapevine, 2013 What does a sponsor do? How do
you get one? This book is full of members' experiences about the challenges and joys of AA
sponsorship. A great book for both sponsors and sponsees.

12 step sponsorship guide: One Breath at a Time Kevin Griffin, 2018-02-06 Merging
Buddhist mindfulness practices with the Twelve Step program, this updated edition of the
bestselling recovery guide One Breath at a Time will inspire and enlighten you to live a better,
healthier life. Many in recovery turn to the Twelve Steps to overcome their addictions, but struggle
with the spiritual program. But what they might not realize is that Buddhist teachings are
intrinsically intertwined with the lessons of the Twelve Steps, and offer time-tested methods for
addressing the challenges of sobriety. In what is considered the cornerstone of the most significant



recovery movement of the 21st century, Kevin Griffin shares his own extraordinary journey to
sobriety and how he integrated the Twelve Steps of recovery with Buddhist mindfulness practices.
With a new foreword by William Alexander, the author of Ordinary Recovery, One Breath at a Time
takes you on a journey through the Steps, examining critical ideas like Powerlessness, Higher
Power, and Moral Inventory through the lens of the core concepts of Buddhism—the Four Noble
Truths, the Eightfold Path, mindfulness, loving-kindness, and more. The result is a book that
presents techniques and meditations for finding clarity and awareness in your life, just as it has for
thousands of addicts and alcoholics.

12 step sponsorship guide: Twelve Steps to Spiritual Awakening Herb K., 2016-09-21 Herb
K., who is also the author of Twelve Step Guide to Using the Alcoholics Anonymous Big Book,
continues sharing his insights to the Twelve Steps by explaining the how and why, using his own
experience along with traditional and universal spiritual wisdom. This book illuminates a path from
the dark world of alcoholism and brokenness to a life of peace, purpose and fulfillment. Herb K.
leads Twelve Step workshops, retreats and teaches spirituality and recovery throughout the U.S. and
the world.

12 step sponsorship guide: ADKAR Jeff Hiatt, 2006 In his first complete text on the ADKAR
model, Jeff Hiatt explains the origin of the model and explores what drives each building block of
ADKAR. Learn how to build awareness, create desire, develop knowledge, foster ability and
reinforce changes in your organization. The ADKAR Model is changing how we think about
managing the people side of change, and provides a powerful foundation to help you succeed at
change.

12 step sponsorship guide: Alcoholics Anonymous Comes of Age Alcoholics Anonymous World
Services, Inc., 2014-10-09 A.A. co-founder Bill W. tells the story of the growth of Alcoholics
Anonymous from its make-or-break beginnings in New York and Akron in the early 1930s to its
spread across the country and overseas in the years that followed. A wealth of personal accounts
and anecdotes portray the dramatic power of the A.A. Twelve Step program of recovery — unique
not only in its approach to treating alcoholism but also in its spiritual impact and social influence.
Bill recounts the evolution of the Twelve Steps, the Twelve Traditions and the Twelve Concepts for
World Service — those principles and practices that protect A.A.s Three Legacies of Recovery, Unity
and Service — and how in 1955 the responsibility for these were passed on by the founding
members to the Fellowship (A.A.’s membership at large). In closing chapters of Alcoholics
Anonymous Comes of Age, early friends of A.A., including the influential Dr. Silkworth and Father Ed
Dowling, share their perspectives. Includes 16 pages of archival photographs. For those interested
in the history of A.A. and how it has withstood the test of time, Alcoholics Anonymous Comes of Age
offers on the growth of this ground-breaking movement. Alcoholics Anonymous Comes of Age has
been approved by the General Service Conference.

12 step sponsorship guide: The Little Red Book Edward A. Webster, 1957

12 step sponsorship guide: Getting Started in AA Hamilton B., 1995-09-25 A handbook for
newcomers to Alcoholics Anonymous providing program principles and historical references.

12 step sponsorship guide: Pocket Guide to the 12 Steps Kathleen S., 2011-11-16 A
time-proven process of healing, The 12-Step method is a practical approach to overcoming
addictions, codependency, and compulsions. These steps will help you: Heal your relationships with
others. Master new skills to sustain a healthy lifestyle. Restore joy and meaning to your life.
Overcome social isolation. Learn to hear and be honest with yourself. Build a clear sense of purpose.

12 step sponsorship guide: The 20 Most Misunderstood, Misinterpreted, Mistakes
Danny Falcone, 2016-02-28 After traveling the world doing workshops on the steps and Big Book
studies for over twenty years, Danny has realized how many people have no real understanding of
the program of recovery. The national recovery rate of 15 percent success is a far cry from the
statistics of 75 percent presented in the Big Book. This book outlines the most common mistakes and
misunderstandings that happen daily with the recovering population. If you want a new
understanding of the 12-Step Program, this book is a must-read.



12 step sponsorship guide: Not God Ernest Kurtz, 2010-03-26 A fascinating account of the
discovery and program of Alcoholics Anonymous, Not God contains anecdotes and excerpts from the
diaries, correspondence, and occasional memoirs of AA's early figures. The most complete history of
A.A. ever written, this book is a fast-moving and authoritative account of the discovery and
development of the program and fellowship that we know today as Alcoholics Anonymous.

12 step sponsorship guide: Anorexics and Bulimics Anonymous Anorexics and Bulimics
Anonymous, 2008-01-01

12 step sponsorship guide: Twelve Step Facilitation Therapy Manual Joseph Nowinski,
Stuart Baker (M.A.), Kathleen M. Carroll, 1992

12 step sponsorship guide: A Program For You Anonymous, 2009-10-23 A Program for You
leads each of us--newcomer or old-timer--to a deeper understanding of recovery as a way of life. A
Program for You leads each of us--newcomer or old-timer--to a deeper understanding of recovery as
a way of life. A Program for You clears our way for discovering positive, powerful answers to these
questions. In the years since 1939, the Big Book, Alcoholics Anonymous, has guided millions in their
search for a design for healthy living free of addictive behaviors. Now, two program old-timers share
their years of intensive study of the Big Book, revealing the vitality of its message for those of us
reading it today.This celebration of the basic text of Twelve Step recovery breathes new life into the
Big Book's timeless wisdom. Thoroughly annotated line and page, written with down-to-earth humor
and simplicity, and providing a contemporary context for understanding, A Program for You helps us
experience the same path of renewal that Bill W. and the first on hundred AA members did.

12 step sponsorship guide: A New Pair of Glasses Chuck C., 1984

12 step sponsorship guide: A Skeptic's Guide to the 12 Steps Phillip Z., Z. Phillip, 1990-10-01
<p>How many of us have felt like Phillip Z? He has a staunch belief in the Twelve Steps, yet
struggles with the concept of a Higher Power. </p><p> In <em>A Skeptic's Guide to the 12
Steps</em>, the author investigates each of the Twelve Steps to gain a deeper understanding of a
higher power. He examines what may seem like unsettling concepts to us including surrendering
one's will and life to God, and he encourages us to understand the spiritual journey of recovery
despite our skepticism.</p>

12 step sponsorship guide: Pain Management and the Opioid Epidemic National Academies of
Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine, Health and Medicine Division, Board on Health Sciences
Policy, Committee on Pain Management and Regulatory Strategies to Address Prescription Opioid
Abuse, 2017-09-28 Drug overdose, driven largely by overdose related to the use of opioids, is now
the leading cause of unintentional injury death in the United States. The ongoing opioid crisis lies at
the intersection of two public health challenges: reducing the burden of suffering from pain and
containing the rising toll of the harms that can arise from the use of opioid medications. Chronic
pain and opioid use disorder both represent complex human conditions affecting millions of
Americans and causing untold disability and loss of function. In the context of the growing opioid
problem, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) launched an Opioids Action Plan in early
2016. As part of this plan, the FDA asked the National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and
Medicine to convene a committee to update the state of the science on pain research, care, and
education and to identify actions the FDA and others can take to respond to the opioid epidemic,
with a particular focus on informing FDA's development of a formal method for incorporating
individual and societal considerations into its risk-benefit framework for opioid approval and
monitoring.

12 step sponsorship guide: Content Inc.: How Entrepreneurs Use Content to Build Massive
Audiences and Create Radically Successful Businesses Joe Pulizzi, 2015-09-04 “Instead of throwing
money away and sucking up to A-listers, now there is a better way to promote your business. It's
called content marketing, and this book is a great way to master this new technique.” -Guy
Kawasaki, Chief evangelist of Canva and author of The Art of the Start 2.0 How do you take the
maximum amount of risk out of starting a business? Joe Pulizzi shows us. Fascinate your audience,
then turn them into loyal fans. Content Inc. shows you how. Use it as your roadmap to startup



success.” -Sally Hogshead, New York Times and Wall Street Journal bestselling author, How the
World Sees You If you're serious about turning content into a business, this is the most detailed,
honest, and useful book ever written. -Jay Baer, New York Times bestselling author of Youtility The
approach to business taught all over the world is to create a product and then spend a bunch of
money to market and sell it. Joe outlines a radically new way to succeed in business: Develop your
audience first by creating content that draws people in and then watch your business sell
themselves! -David Meerman Scott bestselling author of ten books including The New Rules of Sales
and Service The digital age has fundamentally reshaped the cost curve for entrepreneurs. Joe
describes the formula for developing a purpose-driven business that connects with an engaged and
loyal audience around content. With brand, voice and audience, building and monetizing a business
is easy. -Julie Fleischer, Sr. Director, Data + Content + Media, Kraft Foods What if you launched a
business with nothing to sell, and instead focused first on serving the needs of an audience, trusting
that the 'selling' part would come later? Crazy? Or crazy-brilliant? I'd say the latter. Because in
today's world, you should serve before selling. -Ann Handley, author of the Wall Street Journal
bestseller Everybody Writes and Content Rules Today, anyone, anywhere with a passion and a focus
on a content niche can build a multi-million dollar platform and business. I did it and so can you. Just
follow Joe's plan and hisContent Inc. model. -John Lee Dumas, Founder, EntrepreneurOnFire The
Internet doesn't need more content. It needs amazing content. Content Inc is the business blueprint
on how to achieve that. If you're in business and are tired of hearing about the need for content
marketing, but want the how and the proof, Content Inc is your blueprint. -Scott Stratten, bestselling
author and President of UnMarketing Inc. Content marketing is by far the best marketing strategy
for every company and Joe is by far the best guru on the topic. I wish this book was available when
we started our content marketing initiative. It would have saved us a huge amount of time and
effort! -Scott Maxwell, Managing Partner/Founder OpenView Venture Partners

12 step sponsorship guide: Integrating the 12 Steps into Addiction Therapy James R.
Finley, 2004-10-20 All the resources needed to fully integrate a 12-step approach aspart of your
overall treatment program Millions of Americans have at some time in their lives participatedin a
12-step program for treatment of a chemical or non-chemicaladdiction. Clinicians recognize that
these grass-roots efforts havea very high cure rate. However, little has been written on how
tointegrate these programs into a traditional therapy setting. Integrating the 12 Steps into Addiction
Therapy serves as anindispensable resource for clinicians treating addiction patientswho are
simultaneously enrolled in 12-step programs. This valuabletext: * Contains eight lesson plans and
twenty-seven assignments * Integrates in-depth discussion of 12-step programs with
hands-onresources like homework assignments, treatment plan examples, andpatient handouts *
Will also benefit 12-step program peer counselors * Includes companion CD-ROM with fully
customizable homeworkassignments, lesson plans, and presentations Treating addictions-whether
chemical or non-chemical-can be one ofthe most difficult challenges faced by mental health
professionals.For many people, 12-step programs have played a critical role inhelping them to
manage their addictive behaviors. Integrating thel2 Steps into Addiction Therapy gives
psychologists, therapists,counselors, social workers, and clinicians the tools and resourcesthey need
to fully utilize these peer therapy program techniques intreating a wide variety of addictions.

12 step sponsorship guide: Clinical Management of Sex Addiction Patrick Carnes, Kenneth M.
Adams, 2013-06-17 This is the first comprehensive volume of the clinical management of sex
addiction. Collecting the work of 28 leaders in this emerging field, the editors provide a long-needed
primary text about how to approach treatment with these challenging patients. The book serves as
an excellent introduction for professionals new to the field as well as serving as a useful reference
tool. The contributors are literally the pioneers of one of the last frontiers of addiction medicine and
sex therapy. With a growing awareness of sex addiction as a problem, plus the advent of cybersex
compulsion, professional clinicians are being confronted with sexual compulsion with little clinical or
academic preparation. This is the first book distilling the experience of the leaders in this emerging
field. With a focus on special populations, it also becomes a handy problem-solving tool. Readable,



concise, and filled with useful interventions, it is a key text for a problem clinicians must be able to
identify. It is destined to be a classic reference.

12 step sponsorship guide: THE 12 STEP INTRO GUIDE (Recovery wisdom for everyday
life) James R., 2015-08-10 An extensive dictionary of 12 step terms and sayings and a collection of
over 500 slogans and phrases (along with their meanings). Includes brief, simple explanations of
what the 12 Step program is, its structure, and how it works. Filled with years of insight, wisdom
and humor the 12 Step Intro Guide is perfect for newcomers, old timers or family and friends of
those in recovery.

12 step sponsorship guide: Trauma and the 12 Steps, Revised and Expanded Jamie Marich,
2020-07-07 An inclusive, research-based guide to working the 12 steps: a trauma-informed approach
for clinicians, sponsors, and those in recovery. Step 1: You admit that you're powerless over your
addiction. Now what? 12-step programs like Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) and Narcotics Anonymous
(NA) have helped countless people on the path to recovery. But many still feel that 12-step programs
aren't for them: that the spiritual emphasis is too narrow, the modality too old-school, the setting too
triggering, or the space too exclusive. Some struggle with an addict label that can eclipse the
histories, traumas, and experiences that feed into addiction, or dismisses the effects of adverse
experiences like trauma in the first place. Advances in addiction medicine, trauma, neuropsychiatry,
social theory, and overall strides in inclusivity need to be integrated into modern-day 12-step
programs to reflect the latest research and what it means to live with an addiction today. Dr. Jamie
Marich, an addiction and trauma clinician in recovery herself, builds necessary bridges between the
12-step's core foundations and up-to-date developments in trauma-informed care. Foregrounding the
intersections of addiction, trauma, identity, and systems of oppression, Marich's approach treats the
whole person--not just the addiction--to foster healing, transformation, and growth. Written for
clinicians, therapists, sponsors, and those in recovery, Marich provides an extensive toolkit of
trauma-informed skills that: Explains how trauma impacts addiction, recovery, and relapse
Celebrates communities who may feel excluded from the program, like atheists, agnostics, and
LGBTQ+ folks Welcomes outside help from the fields of trauma, dissociation, mindfulness, and
addiction research Explains the differences between being trauma-informed and trauma-sensitive;
and Discusses spiritual abuse as a legitimate form of trauma that can profoundly impede
spirituality-based approaches to healing.

12 step sponsorship guide: Adult Children Adult Children of Alcoholics (Association), 2006
This is the official ACA Fellowship Text that is Adult Children of Alcoholics World Service
Organization (ACA WSO) Conference Approved Literature. Adult Children of
Alcoholics/Dysfunctional Families (ACA) is an independent 12 Step and 12 Tradition anonymous
program.

12 step sponsorship guide: The 12 Step Philosophy of Alcoholics Anonymous Steve K,
2018-11-06 A comprehensive two part essay offering an interpretation of the 12 Step Philosophy of
Alcoholics Anonymous--Page 4 of cover.

12 step sponsorship guide: Emotional Sobriety Aa Grapevine, 2011 Volume Two of one of
our most popular books. Sober AA members describe the positive transformations sobriety can bring
as they practice the principles of the program in all aspects of their lives.
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