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A History of Britain: Simon Schama's Masterpiece

Author: Simon Schama, an acclaimed historian, art historian, and writer. His expertise spans across numerous
fields, with a particular focus on Dutch history, the French Revolution, and, prominently, British history. His
engaging writing style and ability to weave together narrative, art, and cultural analysis have cemented his
place as a leading public intellectual.

Publisher: BBC Books (and subsequently various other publishers for different editions). BBC Books’
association lends considerable weight to A History of Britain as it reflects the high production values and
historical accuracy often associated with the BBC's documentaries. This particular publication played a
crucial role in making this complex history accessible and engaging to a wide audience.

Editor: While a specific editor's name isn't consistently listed across all editions, the editorial process for
such a large-scale project undoubtedly involved numerous skilled editors with expertise in history, publishing,
and copyediting. The meticulous attention to detail evident in the final product suggests a highly rigorous
editorial approach.

A Sweeping Saga: Unpacking Simon Schama's "A History of Britain"

Simon Schama's A History of Britain is not simply a textbook; it's an immersive experience. It’s a narrative
tapestry woven with meticulous research, vivid storytelling, and a profound understanding of the nuances
that shape national identity. The book, a companion piece to his celebrated BBC television series, transcends the
limitations of a purely chronological account. Instead, Schama masterfully interweaves political events,
social movements, artistic expressions, and personal anecdotes to create a truly comprehensive and engaging
portrayal of British history. It’s a book that consistently surprises, challenging preconceived notions and
offering fresh perspectives on well-trodden ground. This makes a history of britain simon schama a must-read
for anyone seeking a deep and insightful understanding of British history.

One particularly compelling aspect of a history of britain simon schama is its treatment of the often-
overlooked stories. While major events like the Norman Conquest and the Industrial Revolution are
thoroughly examined, the narrative also delves into the lives of ordinary people, illuminating the diverse
experiences that shaped the nation's character. Schama’s skillful use of primary sources, including letters,
diaries, and artwork, allows the reader to connect with the past on a deeply personal level. He brilliantly
uses art—from medieval illuminated manuscripts to Victorian paintings—to illustrate cultural shifts and
emotional responses to historical events. This innovative approach sets a history of britain simon schama
apart from traditional historical narratives.

For example, Schama's portrayal of the English Civil War isn't just a recounting of battles and political
maneuvering. He masterfully weaves in the religious fervor that fueled the conflict, the social inequalities
that exacerbated tensions, and the personal struggles of individuals caught in the crossfire. He uses personal
accounts to give a human face to the abstract notion of war, bringing the past to life in a way that few
historical works achieve.

I remember vividly reading Schama's account of the Great Fire of London. He doesn't just describe the
devastation; he evokes the terror and chaos through the eyes of those who witnessed it. The sensory
detail—the smell of burning timber, the sounds of collapsing buildings, the frantic scramble for safety—is
truly remarkable. This visceral description is a hallmark of Schama's writing, making a history of britain simon
schama a highly immersive and unforgettable reading experience.

Similarly, his analysis of the British Empire is far from celebratory. He doesn't shy away from acknowledging



the brutality and exploitation inherent in colonial expansion. Instead, he offers a nuanced and critical
perspective, highlighting both the triumphs and the tragedies of Britain's imperial past. This balanced approach is
crucial in understanding the complex legacy of the British Empire and its lasting impact on the world.

Another strength of a history of britain simon schama is its accessibility. While tackling complex themes and
historical periods, Schama's writing is remarkably clear, engaging, and free from overly academic jargon. He
manages to present intricate historical information in a way that is both informative and entertaining, making
the book accessible to a broad audience, from casual readers to serious history enthusiasts. The use of
anecdotes, personal stories, and vivid descriptions make even the most challenging historical periods relatable
and understandable.

Main Themes and Takeaways from A History of Britain by Simon Schama:

The Complexities of National Identity: Schama skillfully demonstrates how British identity is not a monolithic
entity but rather a constantly evolving product of diverse influences, internal conflicts, and external
pressures.
The Interplay of Art, Culture, and Politics: The book masterfully demonstrates how artistic expressions
reflect and shape political and social realities. Art is not merely a backdrop but an active participant in the
historical narrative.
The Importance of Personal Stories: By weaving together individual narratives, Schama provides a human
dimension to large-scale historical events, making the past more relatable and engaging.
A Critical Perspective on Empire: The book offers a nuanced and critical examination of the British Empire,
acknowledging its complexities and its lasting impact.
The Continuity and Change of British History: Schama traces the persistent themes and underlying structures
that have shaped Britain's trajectory while also highlighting the dramatic transformations that have
occurred over the centuries.

Conclusion:

A History of Britain by Simon Schama is not merely a history book; it's a literary achievement, a testament to
the power of storytelling to illuminate the past. Its compelling narrative, meticulous research, and
captivating writing style make it an essential read for anyone seeking a richer understanding of Britain's rich
and complex history. Schama’s work serves as a powerful reminder that history is not merely a sequence of
dates and events but a living tapestry woven from individual experiences, cultural expressions, and political
struggles. This is what makes a history of britain simon schama a truly exceptional work of historical
scholarship and storytelling.

FAQs:

Is A History of Britain suitable for beginners? Yes, Schama's engaging writing style and clear1.
explanations make it accessible to readers with varying levels of historical knowledge.

How long does it take to read A History of Britain? The length of the book and the reader's pace will1.
determine the reading time, but plan for a substantial commitment, potentially several months.

Is there a companion website or supplementary material for A History of Britain? While not an official1.
companion website, numerous online resources complement the book, offering further research and
contextual information.



What makes Schama's approach to history unique? His interweaving of art, culture, personal stories,1.
and political events, along with his captivating writing style, sets him apart.

Are there different editions of A History of Britain? Yes, several editions exist, with varying lengths and1.
formats.

Is the book biased? While presenting a personal perspective, Schama aims for a balanced approach,1.
acknowledging multiple viewpoints.

Where can I purchase A History of Britain? The book is widely available from online retailers like1.
Amazon and from brick-and-mortar bookstores.

Is there an audiobook version of A History of Britain? Yes, an audiobook version is available, narrated1.
by the author himself.

Is the book primarily focused on England, or does it encompass all of Great Britain and Ireland? While1.
the focus is primarily on England, the narrative incorporates the histories of Scotland, Wales, and
Ireland, though with varying degrees of depth.

Related Articles:

Simon Schama's Historical Writing Style: An analysis of Schama's unique narrative techniques and their1.
impact on historical writing.

The Influence of Art in A History of Britain: A deep dive into how Schama uses art to illuminate2.
historical events and cultural shifts.

Schama's Portrayal of the British Empire: An examination of Schama's critical perspective on the British3.
Empire and its legacy.

Comparing Schama's A History of Britain to Other Histories: A comparative analysis of Schama’s work4.
with other prominent histories of Britain.

The Reception and Reviews of A History of Britain: A look at critical responses to Schama's work and5.
their evolution over time.

The Role of Personal Narratives in A History of Britain: How Schama uses individual stories to humanize6.
historical events.

The impact of A History of Britain on Public Understanding of History: Assessing the book's role in7.
popularizing history and shaping public perception.



Simon Schama's Other Historical Works: An exploration of Schama's other books and their connection8.
to A History of Britain.

The BBC Series and its Relationship to the Book A History of Britain: A comparison between the9.
television series and its corresponding book, analyzing their similarities and differences.

��a history of britain simon schama: A History of Britain Simon Schama, 2003-10-02 From
early England and the Tudors through the British Wars of the 17th century to the rise and fall of the
British Empire, award-winning historian Simon Schama illuminates British history through a variety
of historical themes and key British characters.
  a history of britain simon schama: A History of Britain - Volume 2 Simon Schama, 2012-12-31
Simon Schama explores the forces that tore Britain apart during two centuries of dynamic change -
transforming outlooks, allegiances and boundaries. From the beginning of July 1637, battles raged
on for 200 years - both at home and abroad, on sea and on land, up and down the length of
burgeoning Britain, across Europe, America and India. Most would be wars of faith - waged on
wide-ranging grounds of political or religious conviction. But as wars of religious passions gave way
to campaigns for profit, the British people did come together in the imperial enterprise of 'Britannia
Incorporated'. The British Wars is a story of revolution and reaction, inspiration and
disenchantment, of progress and catastrophe, and Schama's evocative narrative brings it vividly to
life.
  a history of britain simon schama: A History of Britain Simon Schama, 2000
  a history of britain simon schama: A History of Britain Simon Schama, 2003 The first volume
in this history of Britain tells the story of Britain from the time of the earliest settlements discovered
in the Orkneys to the death of Queen Elizabeth the First.
  a history of britain simon schama: A History of Britain Vol. 1. Simon Schama, 2003-08-01
This work takes us from the mid-1770s when the country was intoxicated by a great surge of
political energy through to the massive advances of technology and industrialisation during the
Victoria era, and the burgeoning of the British Empire.
  a history of britain simon schama: A History of Britain Simon Schama, 2003-01-01 Simon
Schama's dramatic, broad-ranging, and immensely readable epic history of Britain reaches its
triumphant conclusion in this third and final volume, which stretches from the American Revolution
to the present. The Fate of Empire tells the eventful and exhilarating story of Britain's rise and fall
as an imperial power, from the political turmoil of the 1770s to the struggle of present day leaders to
find a way to make a different national future. The volume also examines the Romantic generation,
the role of women in Victorian England, industrialization, and the liberal empire from Ireland to
India, which promised material improvement, but delivered coercion and famine. As in the previous
volumes, Schama vividly portrays the lives of extraordinary personalities - Queen Victoria, Churchill,
Dickens, and ordinary individuals including the author of the first British travel guide, and Elizabeth
Anderson, the first woman doctor. Finally, Schama asks an essential question: what kind of Britain
can hold together when its island isolation and its imperial dominion have both vanished? An
examination of the legacy of the British ideal of freedom is at the heart of this entertaining and
well-researched book. With The Fate of Empire, Simon Schama has proven himself, again, as a
masterful writer of narrative history.
  a history of britain simon schama: History of Britain, A - Volume I Simon Schama, 2000-10-25
In this magnificent work, one of the most celebrated historians of our day brings the early history of
Britain dramatically to life with a wealth of stories and vivid, colorful detail, reanimating familiar
figures and events and drawing them skillfully into a powerful and compelling narrative. This first in
Schama's two-part epic history is timed to coincide with the History Channel's broadcast of the first



seven episodes of The History of Britain in October 2000.
  a history of britain simon schama: The Story of Britain Roy Strong, 2018-06-14 'A triumph'
INDEPENDENT 'A thought-provoking and indispensable book' DAILY MAIL 'An instant classic ... I
have been reading it with unalloyed admiration and delight' EVENING STANDARD Roy Strong has
written an exemplary introduction to the history of Britain, as first designated by the Romans. It is a
brilliant and balanced account of successive ages bound together by a compelling narrative which
answers the questions: 'Where do we come from?' and 'Where are we going?' Beginning with the
earliest recorded Celtic times, and ending with the present day of Brexit Britain, it is a remarkable
achievement. With his passion, enthusiasm and wide-ranging knowledge, he is the ideal narrator.
His book should be read by anyone, anywhere, who cares about Britain's national past, national
identity and national prospects.
  a history of britain simon schama: The Story of the Jews Simon Schama, 2014-03-18 In this
magnificently illustrated cultural history—the tie-in to the pbs and bbc series The Story of the
Jews—simon schama details the story of the jewish people, tracing their experience across three
millennia, from their beginnings as an ancient tribal people to the opening of the new world in 1492
It is a story like no other: an epic of endurance in the face of destruction, of creativity in the face of
oppression, joy amidst grief, the affirmation of life despite the steepest of odds. It spans the
millennia and the continents—from India to Andalusia and from the bazaars of Cairo to the streets of
Oxford. It takes you to unimagined places: to a Jewish kingdom in the mountains of southern Arabia;
a Syrian synagogue glowing with radiant wall paintings; the palm groves of the Jewish dead in the
Roman catacombs. And its voices ring loud and clear, from the severities and ecstasies of the Bible
writers to the love poems of wine bibbers in a garden in Muslim Spain. In The Story of the Jews, the
Talmud burns in the streets of Paris, massed gibbets hang over the streets of medieval London, a
Majorcan illuminator redraws the world; candles are lit, chants are sung, mules are packed, ships
loaded with gems and spices founder at sea. And a great story unfolds. Not—as often imagined—of a
culture apart, but of a Jewish world immersed in and imprinted by the peoples among whom they
have dwelled, from the Egyptians to the Greeks, from the Arabs to the Christians. Which makes the
story of the Jews everyone's story, too.
  a history of britain simon schama: 1066 and All That W C Sellar, 2021-09-09 This work has
been selected by scholars as being culturally important and is part of the knowledge base of
civilization as we know it. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and
possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no
entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. Scholars believe, and we
concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally
available to the public. To ensure a quality reading experience, this work has been proofread and
republished using a format that seamlessly blends the original graphical elements with text in an
easy-to-read typeface. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for
being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.
  a history of britain simon schama: Wordy Simon Schama, 2019-06-27 ‘Wordy is about the
intoxication of writing; my sense of playful versatility; different voices for different matters: the
polemical voice for political columns; the sharp-eyed descriptive take for profiles; poetic precision in
grappling with the hard task of translating art into words; lyrical recall for memory pieces. And
informing everything a rich sense of the human comedy and the ways it plays through historical
time. It's also a reflection on writers who have been shamelessly gloried in verbal abundance; the
performing tumble of language - those who have especially inspired me - Dickens and Melville; Joyce
and Marquez.’ Simon Schama Sir Simon Schama has been at the forefront of the arts, political
commentary, social analysis and historical study for over forty years. As a teacher of Art History and
an award-winning television presenter of iconic history-based programming, Simon is equally a
prolific bestselling writer and award-winning columnist for many of the world’s foremost publishers,
broadsheet newspapers, periodicals and magazines. His commissioned subjects over the years have
been numerous and wide ranging – from the music of Tom Waits, to the works of Sir Quentin Blake;



the history of the colour blue, to discussing what skills an actor needs to create a unique
performance of Falstaff. Schama’s tastes are wide-ranging as they are eloquent, incisive, witty and
thought provoking and have entertained and educated the readers of some of the world’s most
respected publications - the Times, the Guardian, the New Yorker, Harper’s Bazaar and Rolling
Stone magazine. Wordy is a celebration of one of the world’s foremost writers. This collection of fifty
essays chosen by the man himself stretches across four decades and is a treasure trove for all those
who have a passion for the arts, politics, food and life.
  a history of britain simon schama: The Embarrassment of Riches Simon Schama, 1988 In
a brilliantly inventive work, bestselling author Simon Schama explores the enigma of 17th-century
Holland, a nation that attained an unprecedented level of affluence, yet lived in constant dread of
being corrupted by prosperity. Drawing on a vast array of period documents and sumptuously
reproduced art, THE EMBARRASSMENT OF RICHES throbs with life on every page. 314 photos &
illustrations. Copyright © Libri GmbH. All rights reserved.
  a history of britain simon schama: Anatomy of a Nation Dominic Selwood, 2021-09-23 From
an obscure, misty archipelago on the fringes of the Roman world to history's largest empire and
originator of the world's mongrel, magpie language - this is Britain's past. But, today, Britain is
experiencing an acute trauma of identity, pulled simultaneously towards its European, Atlantic and
wider heritages. To understand the dislocation and collapse, we must look back: to Britain's
evolution, achievements, complexities and tensions. In a ground-breaking new take on British
identity, historian and barrister Dominic Selwood explores over 950,000 years of British history by
examining 50 documents that tell the story of what makes Britain unique. Some of these documents
are well-known. Most are not. Each reveal something important about Britain and its people. From
Anglo-Saxon poetry, medieval folk music and the first Valentine's Day letter to the origin of
computer code, Hitler's kill list of prominent Britons, the Sex Pistols' graphic art and the Brexit
referendum ballot paper, Anatomy of a Nation reveals a Britain we have never seen before. People
are at the heart of the story: a female charioteer queen from Wetwang, a plague surviving graffiti
artist, a drunken Bible translator, outlandish Restoration rakehells, canting criminals, the eccentric
fathers of modern typography and the bankers who caused the finance crisis. Selwood vividly blends
human stories with the selected 50 documents to bring out the startling variety and complexity of
Britain's achievements and failures in a fresh and incisive insight into the British psyche. This is
history the way it is supposed to be told: a captivating and entertaining account of the people that
built Britain.
  a history of britain simon schama: A History of Britain Simon Schama, 2009 'While Britain
was losing an empire, it was finding itself...' The compelling opening words to The Fate of the
Empire, set the tone and agenda for the final stage of Simon Schama's epic voyage around Britain,
her people and her past. Spanning two centuries, crossing the breadth of the empire and covering a
vast expanse of topics - from the birth of feminism to the fate of freedom - he explores the forces that
shaped British culture and character from 1776 to 2000. The story opens on the eve of a bloody
revolution, but not a British one. The French Revolution never quite crossed the Channel, though its
spirit of fiery defiance and Romantic idealism did, sparking off a round of radical revolts and reforms
that gathered momentum over the coming century - from the Irish Rebellion to the Chartist Petition.
The great question of the Victorian century was how the world's first industrial society could come
through its growing pains without falling apart in social and political conflict. Would the machine
age destroy or strengthen the institutions that held Britain together, from the family to the farm?
And if the British Empire helped to make Britain stable and rich, did it live up to its promise to help
the ruled as well as the rulers? On the way to answering these questions, The Fate of the Empire
makes stops at both celebrations, like the Great Exhibition, and catastrophes, like the Irish potato
famine and the Indian Mutiny. Amidst the military and economic shocks and traumas of the 20th
century, and through the voices of Churchill, Orwell and H. G. Wells, it asks the question that is still
with us - is the immense weight of our history a blessing or a curse, a gift or a millstone around the
neck of our future? It is a vast compelling epic, made more so by the lively storytelling and big bold



characters at the heart of the action. But alongside flamboyant heroes, like Nelson and Churchill,
Schama recalls unsung heroines and virtually unknown enemies. Alongside the grand ideas, he
exposes the grand illusions that cost untold lives. Schama looks head on at the facts and asks, 'What
went wrong with the liberal dream?' The answers emerge in The Fate of the Empire, which reveals
the living ideals of Britain's long history, 'a history that tied together social justice with
bloody-minded liberty'.
  a history of britain simon schama: The American Future Simon Schama, 2009-05-19 “With
eloquence, wit, passion, and irony, The American Future traces the history of an idea: that of our
national destiny….A book of beautiful writing, peppered with wisecracks, slashed with rapier
thrusts.” —Philadelphia Inquirer A De Tocqueville for the 21st century, Simon Schama, NBCC Award
winning author of Rough Crossings offers an essential, historical, long view analysis of the American
character in The American Future. Shama examines four themes—war, race and faith, immigration,
and custodianship of the land—through the prism of the historic 2008 presidential election in a
magnificent work that the Wall Street Journal calls a “celebration of American resiliency.” Niall
Ferguson says, “I hope Obama will have this book on his bedside table.”
  a history of britain simon schama: The Power of Art Simon Schama, 2006-11-07 Great art has
dreadful manners, Simon Schama observes wryly at the start of his epic and explosive exploration of
the power, and whole point, of art. The hushed reverence of the gallery can fool you into believing
masterpieces are polite things; visions that soothe, charm and beguile, but actually they are thugs.
Merciless and wily, the greatest paintings grab you in a headlock, rough up your composure, and
then proceed in short order to re-arrange your sense of reality. . . . With the same disarming force,
The Power of Art propels us on an eye-opening, breathtaking odyssey, zooming in on eight
extraordinary masterpieces, from Caravaggio's David and Goliath to Picasso's Guernica. Jolting us
far from the comfort zone of the hushed art gallery, Schama closes in on intense make-or-break
turning points in the lives of eight great artists who, under extreme stress, created something
unprecedented, altering the course of art forever. The embattled heroes—Caravaggio, Bernini,
Rembrandt, David, Turner, Van Gogh, Picasso and Rothko—each in his own resolute way, faced
crisis with steadfast defiance, pitting passion and conviction against scorn and short-sightedness.
The masterpieces they created challenged convention, shattered complacency, shifted awareness
and changed the way we look at the world. With vivid storytelling and powerfully evocative
descriptive passages, Schama explores the dynamic personalities of the artists and the spirit of the
times they lived through, capturing the flamboyant theatre of bourgeois life in Amsterdam, the
passion and paranoia of Revolutionary Paris, and the carnage and pathos of Civil War Spain. Most
compelling of all, The Power of Art traces the extraordinary evolution of eight eye-popping
world-class works of art. Created in a bolt of illumination, such works tell us something about how
the world is, how it is to be inside our skins, that no more prosaic source of wisdom can deliver. And
when they do that, they answer, irrefutably and majestically, the nagging question of every reluctant
art-conscript . . . 'OK, OK, but what's art really for?'
  a history of britain simon schama: A History of Britain Simon Schama, 2000-10-25 Schama's
dramatic, broad-ranging, and immensely readable epic history of Britain reaches its triumphant
conclusion in this third and final volume.
  a history of britain simon schama: The English and Their History Robert Tombs, 2016-11-29
Named a Book of the Year by the Daily Telegraph, Times Literary Supplement, The Times, Spectator,
and The Economist The English first materialized as an idea, before they had a common ruler and
before the country they lived in even had a name. From the armed Saxon bands that descended onto
Roman-controlled Britain in the fifth century to the travails of the Eurozone plaguing the
prime-ministership of today's multicultural England, acclaimed historian Robert Tombs presents a
momentous and challenging history of a people who have a claim to be the oldest nation in
existence. Drawing on a wealth of recent scholarship, Tombs sheds light on the strength and
resilience of English governance, the deep patterns of division among the people who have
populated the British Isles, the persistent capacity of the English to come together in the face of



danger, and not the least the ways the English have understood their own history, have argued
about it, forgotten it and yet been shaped by it. Momentous and definitive, The English and Their
History is the first single-volume work on this scale for more than half a century.
  a history of britain simon schama: Wolf Hall Hilary Mantel, 2020-11-05 Inglaterra, década de
1520. Henry VIII ocupa o trono, mas não tem herdeiros. O cardeal Wolsey, o seu conselheiro
principal, é encarregue de garantir a consumação do divórcio que o papa recusa conceder. É neste
ambiente de desconfiança e de adversidade que surge Thomas Cromwell, primeiro como funcionário
de Wolsey e, mais tarde, como seu sucessor. Thomas Cromwell é um homem verdadeiramente
original. Filho de um ferreiro cruel, é um político genial, intimidante e sedutor, com uma capacidade
subtil e mortal para manipular os outros e as circunstâncias. Impiedoso na perseguição dos seus
próprios interesses, é tão ambicioso na política quanto na vida privada. A sua agenda reformadora é
executada perante um parlamento que atua em benefício próprio e um rei que flutua entre paixões
românticas e acessos de raiva homicida. Escrito por uma das grandes escritoras do nosso tempo,
Wolf Hall é um romance absolutamente singular.
  a history of britain simon schama: The Bastille Falls Simon Schama, 2005 In May 2005
Penguin will publish 70 unique titles to celebrate the company's 70th birthday. The titles in the
Pocket Penguins series are emblematic of the renowned breadth of quality of the Penguin list and
will hark back to Penguin founder Allen Lane's vision of good books for all'. whose books and TV
series have enthralled huge audiences through their gripping storytelling. Citizens, his
award-winning account of the French Revolution, has continued to be one of Penguin's most popular
history titles since it was first published in 1989. This extract takes us into the heart of the
revolution's ferment as the angry crowd storm the Bastille
  a history of britain simon schama: Hang-Ups Simon Schama, 2010-08-31 Pre-eminent
author and art historian Simon Schama has written widely on art for many years to great acclaim. In
Hang-Ups, a personal selection of his articles from, amongst others, The New Yorker, appears in
Britain for the very first time. Brilliantly and lucidly written by one of the most singular voices in
non-fiction, this volume of provocative and often idiosyncratic essays makes hugely satisfying
reading for lovers of both art and social history. In contains pieces on artists as diverse as David
Hockney, Rembrandt and Charles Rennie Mackintosh, and on such subjects as the unforgettable
peculiarity of Stanley Spencer. From the author whose writing has been called sublime and whose
ability to bring art and history vividly to life has earned him admiration worldwide, Hang-Ups is
Schamas rallying cry for the art lover to look at familiar works of art and their artists and embrace a
new way of seeing.
  a history of britain simon schama: Sylvia Pankhurst Rachel Holmes, 2020-09-17 'A
wonderful book ... Holmes sublimely illuminates Sylvia's extraordinary life' The Times 'A
masterpiece' Vanessa Redgrave _______________ Born into one of Britain's most famous activist
families, Sylvia Pankhurst was a natural rebel. A free spirit and radical visionary, history placed her
in the shadow of her famous mother, Emmeline, and elder sister, Christabel. Yet artist Sylvia
Pankhurst was the most revolutionary of them all. Sylvia found her voice fighting for votes for
women, imprisoned and tortured in Holloway prison more than any other suffragette. But the vote
was just the beginning of her lifelong defence of human rights. She engaged with political giants,
warned of fascism in Europe, championed the liberation struggles in Africa and India and became an
Ethiopian patriot. Her intimate life was no less controversial. The rupture between Sylvia, Emmeline
and Christabel became worldwide news, while her romantic life drew public speculation and
condemnation. Rachel Holmes interweaves the personal and political in an extraordinary celebration
of a life in resistance, painting a compelling portrait of one of the greatest unsung political figures of
the twentieth century. 'A monument to an astonishing life' Daily Telegraph, Best Biographies of 2020
'A robust and sensitive biography' Sunday Times, History Books of the Year 'A moving, powerful
biography' Guardian
  a history of britain simon schama: The Story of Britain: From the Romans to the Present: A
Narrative History Rebecca Fraser, 2006-11-17 “A beautifully written story, a box of delights, a



treasure trove: final proof of truth’s superiority over fiction.”—Andrew Roberts A sparkling
anecdotal account with the pace of an epic, about the men and women who created turning points in
history. Rebecca Fraser's dramatic portrayal of the scientists, statesmen, explorers, soldiers,
traders, and artists who forged Britain's national institutions is the perfect introduction to British
history. Just as much as kings and queens, battles and empire, Britain's great themes have been the
liberty of the individual, the rule of law, and the parliamentary democracy invented to protect them.
Ever since Caractacus and Boudicca surprised the Romans with the bravery of their resistance,
Britain has stood out as the home of freedom. From Thomas More to William Wilberforce, from
Gladstone to Churchill, Britain's history is studded with heroic figures who have resisted tyranny in
all its guises, whether it be the Stuart kings' belief in divine right, the institution of slavery, or the
ambitions of Napoleon and Hitler.
  a history of britain simon schama: History of Britain, A - Volume I Simon Schama, 2000-10-25
Simon Schama's magesterial new book encompasses over 1,500 years of Britain's history, from the
first Roman invasions to the early seventeenth century, and the extraordinary reign of Queen
Elizabeth I. Schama, the author of the highly acclaimed Citizens and The Embarrassment of Riches,
is one of the most popular and celebrated historians of our day, and in this magnificent work he
brings history to dramatic life with a wealth of stories and vivid, colorful detail, reanimating familiar
figures and events and drawing them skillfully into a powerful and compelling narrative. Schama's
perspective moves from the birth of civilization to the Norman Conquest; through the religious wars
and turbulance of the Middle Ages to the sovereignties of Henry II, Richard I and King John; through
the outbreak of the Black Death, which destroyed nearly half of Europe's population, through the
reign of Edward I and the growth of national identity in Wales and Scotland, to the intricate conflicts
of the Tudors and the clash between Elizabeth I and Mary Queen of Scots. Driven by the drama of
the stories themselves but exploring at the same time a network of interconnected themes--the
formation of a nation state, the cyclical nature of power, the struggles between the oppressors and
the oppressed--this is a superbly readable and illuminating account of a great nation, and its
extraordinary history.
  a history of britain simon schama: Landscape and Memory Simon Schama, 1996 This book
examines our relationship with the landscape around us - rivers, mountains, forests - the impact that
each of them has had on our culture and imaginations, and the way in which we, in turn, have
shaped them to suit our needs.
  a history of britain simon schama: Citizens Simon Schama, 1989
  a history of britain simon schama: A History of Britain - Volume 3 Simon Schama,
2012-02-29 The final stage of Simon Schama's epic voyage around Britain spans centuries, crosses
the breadth of the empire and covers a vast expanse of topics - from the birth of feminism to the fate
of freedom. The Fate of the Empire asks crucial questions about the nature of empire, journeying
from celebrations of industrial and imperialist power at the Great Exhibition, to the catastrophic
Irish potato famine and the Indian Mutiny. Through the military and economic shocks and traumas
of our past, Schama asks the question that is still with us - is the immense weight of our history a
blessing or a curse, a gift or a millstone around the neck of our future? This third and final volume in
the series is a vast compelling history, made more so by the lively storytelling and big bold
characters at the heart of the action. But alongside flamboyant heroes, like Nelson and Churchill,
Schama recalls unsung heroines and virtually unknown enemies. Alongside the grand ideas, he
exposes the grand illusions that cost untold lives.
  a history of britain simon schama: The Story of the Jews Volume One Simon Schama,
2017-10-24 In this magnificently illustrated cultural history—the tie-in to the PBS and BBC series
The Story of the Jews—Simon Schama details the story of the Jewish experience, tracing it across
three millennia, from their beginnings as an ancient tribal people to the opening of the New World in
1492 to the modern day. It is a story like no other: an epic of endurance against destruction, of
creativity in oppression, joy amidst grief, the affirmation of life against the steepest of odds. It spans
the millennia and the continents—from India to Andalusia and from the bazaars of Cairo to the



streets of Oxford. It takes you to unimagined places: to a Jewish kingdom in the mountains of
southern Arabia; a Syrian synagogue glowing with radiant wall paintings; the palm groves of the
Jewish dead in the Roman catacombs. And its voices ring loud and clear, from the severities and
ecstasies of the Bible writers to the love poems of wine bibbers in a garden in Muslim Spain. In The
Story of the Jews, the Talmud burns in the streets of Paris, massed gibbets hang over the streets of
medieval London, a Majorcan illuminator redraws the world; candles are lit, chants are sung, mules
are packed, ships loaded with spice and gems founder at sea. And a great story unfolds. Not—as
often imagined—of a culture apart, but of a Jewish world immersed in and imprinted by the peoples
among whom they have dwelled, from the Egyptians to the Greeks, from the Arabs to the Christians.
Which makes the story of the Jews everyone's story, too.
  a history of britain simon schama: Rembrandt's Eyes Simon Schama, 2000 For Rembrandt,
as for Shakespeare, all the world was indeed a stage, and he knew in exhaustive detail the tactics of
its performance: the strutting and mincing, the wardrobe and face-paint, the full repertoire and
gesture and gimace, the flutter of hands and the roll of the eyes, the belly-laugh and the half-stifled
sob. He knew what it looked like to seduce, to intimidate, to wheedle and to console; to strike a pose
or preach a sermon, to shake a fist or uncover a breast; and how to sin and how to atone. No artist
had ever been so fascinated by the fashioning of personae, beginning with his own. No painter ever
looked with such unsparing intelligence or such bottomless compassion at our entrances and our
exits and the whole rowdy show in between.
  a history of britain simon schama: History of Britain, A - Volume II Simon Schama, 2000 The
second installment of Schama's epic three-part history of Britain is a complete chronicle of the
eventful years from 1603 to 1776. 150 color photos. 10 color maps.
  a history of britain simon schama: Britons Linda Colley, 2005-01-01 Controversial,
entertaining and alarmingly topical ... a delight to read.Philip Ziegler, Daily Telegraph
  a history of britain simon schama: A History of Britain - Volume III Simon Schama, 2000
The compelling opening words to The Fate of Empire set the tone and agenda for the final stage of
Simon Schama's epic voyage around Britain, her people and past. Spanning two centuries, crossing
the breadth of the empire, and covering a vast expanse of topics -- from the birth of feminism to the
fate of freedom -- he explores the forces that shaped British culture and character, from 1776 to
2000. The story opens on the eve of a bloody revolution, but not a British one. The French Revolution
never actually crossed the Channel, though its spirit of fiery defiance and Romantic idealism did,
sparking off a round of radical revolts and reforms that gathered momentum over the coming
century -- from the Irish Rebellion to the Chartist Petition. If the British Empire helped to make
Britain stable and rich, did it live up to its promise to help the ruled as well as the rulers? The Fate
of Empire makes stops at celebrations, like the Great Exhibition, and catastrophes, like the Irish
potato famine and the Indian Mutiny. Amidst the military and economic shocks and traumas of the
twentieth century, and through the voices of Churchill, Orwell, and H.G. Wells, Schama asks the
question that still haunts the British -- is the immense weight of British history a blessing or a curse
or a millstone around the neck of the future?
  a history of britain simon schama: Sassoon Peter Stansky, Professor Peter Stansky,
2003-01-01 Using the lives of the Sassoon siblings as a lens through which to view English life,
particularly in its highest reaches, Stansky offers new insights into British attitudes toward power,
politics, old versus new money, homosexuality, war, Jews, taste and style.--BOOK JACKET.
  a history of britain simon schama: Victorious Century David Cannadine, 2018-02-20 A
sweeping history of nineteenth-century Britain by one of the world's most respected historians. An
evocative account . . .[Cannadine] tells his own story persuasively and exceedingly well.” —The Wall
Street Journal To live in nineteenth-century Britain was to experience an astonishing and
unprecedented series of changes. Cities grew vast; there were revolutions in transportation,
communication, science, and work--all while a growing religious skepticism rendered the intellectual
landscape increasingly unrecognizable. It was an exhilarating time, and as a result, most of the
countries in the world that experienced these changes were racked by political and social unrest.



Britain, however, maintained a stable polity at home, and as a result it quickly found itself in a
position of global leadership. In this major new work, leading historian David Cannadine has created
a bold, fascinating new interpretation of nineteenth-century Britain. Britain was a country that saw
itself at the summit of the world and, by some measures, this was indeed true. It had become the
largest empire in history: its political stability positioned it as the leader of the new global economy
and allowed it to construct the largest navy ever built. And yet it was also a society permeated with
doubt, fear, and introspection. Repeatedly, politicians and writers felt themselves to be staring into
the abyss and what is seen as an era of irritating self-belief was in fact obsessed with its own
fragility, whether as a great power or as a moral force. Victorious Century is a comprehensive and
extraordinarily stimulating history--its author catches the relish, humor and staginess of the age, but
also the dilemmas faced by Britain's citizens, ones we remain familiar with today.
  a history of britain simon schama: The Face of Britain Simon Schama, 2016-08-16 Author
of a number of celebrated works, including the bestselling The Story of the Jews and Citizens: A
Chronicle of the French Revolution, Simon Schama's latest book fuses history and art to create a
tour de force of narrative sweep and illuminating insight. Using images from works-paintings,
photographs, lithographs, etchings, sketches-found in London's National Portrait Gallery, The Face
of Britain weaves together an account of their composition, framed by their particular moment of
creation, and in the process unveils a collective portrait of nation and its history. Portraits, Schama
writes, have always been made with an eye to posterity. Commissioned to paint Winston Churchill in
1954 Graham Sutherland struggled with how to capture the savior of Great Britain honestly and
humanely. Schama calls the portrait, initially damned, the most powerful image of a Great Briton
ever executed. Annie Leibovitz's photograph of a nude John Lennon kissing Yoko Ono, taken five
hours before his murder, bears a weight of poignancy she could not possibly have anticipated. Hans
Holbein's preparatory sketch for a portrait of Henry VIII depicts an unstoppable engine of dynastic
generation. Here are expressions from across the centuries of normalcy and heroism, beauty and
disfigurement, aristocracy and deprivation, the familiar and the obscure-the faces of courtesans,
warriors, workers, activists, playwrights, the high and mighty as well as pub-crawlers. Linking them
is Schama's vibrant exploration of how their connective power emerges from the dynamic between
subject and artist, work and viewer, time and place. Schama's compelling analysis and impassioned
evocation of these works create an unforgettable verbal mosaic that at once reveals and transforms
the images he places before us. Lavishly illustrated and written with the storytelling brio that is
Schama's trademark, The Face of Britain invites us to look at a nation's visual legacies and find its
reflection.
  a history of britain simon schama: The Face of Britain Simon Schama, 2015-09-16 Simon
Schama brings Britain to life through its portraits, as seen in the five-part BBC series The Face of
Britain and the major National Portrait Gallery exhibition Churchill and his painter locked in a
struggle of stares and glares; Gainsborough watching his daughters run after a butterfly; a black
Othello in the nineteenth century, the poet-artist Rossetti trying to capture on canvas what he
couldn't possess in life, a surgeon-artist making studies of wounded faces brought in from the Battle
of the Somme; a naked John Lennon five hours before his death. In the age of the hasty glance and
the selfie, Simon Schama has written a tour de force about the long exchange of looks from which
British portraits have been made over the centuries: images of the modest and the mighty; of friends
and lovers; heroes and working people. Each of them - the image-maker, the subject, and the rest of
us who get to look at them - are brought unforgettably to life. Together they build into a collective
picture of Britain, our past and our present, a look into the mirror of our identity at a moment when
we are wondering just who we are. Combining his two great passions, British history and art history,
for the first time, Schama's extraordinary storytelling reveals the truth behind the nation's most
famous portrayals of power, love, fame, the self, and the people. Mesmerising in its breadth and its
panache, and beautifully illustrated, with more than 150 images from the National Portrait Gallery,
The Face of Britain will change the way we see our past - and ourselves.
  a history of britain simon schama: A History of the English-Speaking Peoples since



1900 Andrew Roberts, 2010-12-16 Prize-winning British historian tells the story of the
English-speaking peoples in the 20th century Winston Churchill's History of the English-Speaking
Peoples ended in 1900. Andrew Roberts, Wolfson History prizewinner has been inspired by
Churchill's example to write the story of the 20th century. Churchill wrote: 'Every nation or group of
nations has its own tale to tell. Knowledge of the trials and struggles is necessary to all who would
comprehend the problems, perils, challenges, and opportunities which confront us today 'It is in the
hope that contemplation of the trials and tribulations of our forefathers may not only fortify the
English-speaking peoples of today, but also play some small part in uniting the whole world, that I
present this account.' As the greatest of all the trials and tribulations of the English-speaking
peoples took place in the twentieth century, Roberts' book covers the four world-historical struggles
in which the English-speaking peoples have been engaged - the wars against German Nationalism,
Axis Fascism, Soviet Communism and now the War against Terror. But just as Churchill did in his
four volumes, Roberts also deals with the cultural, social and political history of the English global
diaspora.
  a history of britain simon schama: The Scandal of the Evangelical Mind Mark A. Noll,
2022-03-15 Winner of the Christianity Today Book of the Year Award (1995) “The scandal of the
evangelical mind is that there is not much of an evangelical mind.” So begins this award-winning
intellectual history and critique of the evangelical movement by one of evangelicalism’s most
respected historians. Unsparing in his indictment, Mark Noll asks why the largest single group of
religious Americans—who enjoy increasing wealth, status, and political influence—have contributed
so little to rigorous intellectual scholarship. While nourishing believers in the simple truths of the
gospel, why have so many evangelicals failed to sustain a serious intellectual life and abandoned the
universities, the arts, and other realms of “high” culture? Over twenty-five years since its original
publication, The Scandal of the Evangelical Mind has turned out to be prescient and perennially
relevant. In a new preface, Noll lays out his ongoing personal frustrations with this situation, and in
a new afterword he assesses the state of the scandal—showing how white evangelicals’ embrace of
Trumpism, their deepening distrust of science, and their frequent forays into conspiratorial thinking
have coexisted with surprisingly robust scholarship from many with strong evangelical connections.
  a history of britain simon schama: Liberty or Death Peter McPhee, 2016-05-28 A strinking
account of the impact of the French Revolution in Paris, across the French countryside, and around
the globe The French Revolution has fascinated, perplexed, and inspired for more than two
centuries. It was a seismic event that radically transformed France and launched shock waves across
the world. In this provocative new history, Peter McPhee draws on a lifetime’s study of
eighteenth-century France and Europe to create an entirely fresh account of the world’s first great
modern revolution—its origins, drama, complexity, and significance. Was the Revolution a major
turning point in French—even world—history, or was it instead a protracted period of violent
upheaval and warfare that wrecked millions of lives? McPhee evaluates the Revolution within a
genuinely global context: Europe, the Atlantic region, and even farther. He acknowledges the key
revolutionary events that unfolded in Paris, yet also uncovers the varying experiences of French
citizens outside the gates of the city: the provincial men and women whose daily lives were
altered—or not—by developments in the capital. Enhanced with evocative stories of those who
struggled to cope in unpredictable times, McPhee’s deeply researched book investigates the
changing personal, social, and cultural world of the eighteenth century. His startling conclusions
redefine and illuminate both the experience and the legacy of France’s transformative age of
revolution. “McPhee…skillfully and with consummate clarity recounts one of the most complex
events in modern history…. [This] extraordinary work is destined to be the standard account of the
French Revolution for years to come.”—Publishers Weekly (starred review)
  a history of britain simon schama: Rough Crossings Simon Schama, 2009-04-28 “The most
dramatic account so far of the extraordinary expeience of slaves in and after the American
Revolution. . . . Schama’s gift for plunging us into the very center of the action makes reading an
exhilarating and often moving experience.”—Daily Telegraph If you were black in America at the



start of the Revolutionary War, whom would you want to win? In response to a declaration by the
last governor of Virginia that any rebel-owned slave who escaped and served the King would be
emancpated, tens of thousands of blacks voted with feet, escaping to fight beside the British.
Originally designed to break the plantations of the American South, this military strategy instead
unleashed one of the great exoduses in American history. Told in the voices of the slaves and the
white abolitionists who aided them, Simon Schama vividly details the odyssey of these escaped
blacks, shedding light on an extraordinary chapter in America’s birth.
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