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Summary: This comprehensive guide explores "a history of bombing," tracing its evolution
from ancient siege warfare to modern aerial bombardments. It examines the technological
advancements that revolutionized bombing capabilities, the strategic and tactical doctrines
employed, and the devastating human consequences, including civilian casualties. The
guide also analyzes the ethical considerations and the long-term impact of bombing on
societies and the environment. Common pitfalls in historical analysis of bombing are
highlighted, along with best practices for research and interpretation.

---

I. Ancient Precursors: Laying the Groundwork for "A
History of Bombing"

Before the advent of sophisticated aerial bombardment, the concept of "bombing" existed
in rudimentary forms. Ancient civilizations utilized siege engines like catapults and ballistae
to hurl projectiles—effectively early bombs—onto besieged cities. These crude devices,
while lacking the precision and destructive power of later iterations, set the precedent for
using explosive devices to inflict damage from a distance. This early form of bombardment
significantly influenced military strategy and urban warfare, laying the groundwork for what
would become a defining characteristic of modern conflict. Understanding this early stage is
crucial to fully grasping "a history of bombing".



II. The Technological Leap: From Siege Weapons to High
Explosives

The development of gunpowder in the medieval period marked a pivotal moment in "a
history of bombing." The increased destructive power of cannons and mortars
revolutionized siege warfare, allowing for greater range and devastation. The emergence of
high explosives in the 19th century further amplified the lethality of projectiles. The
development of shells filled with TNT and other powerful explosives vastly increased the
destructive potential of artillery bombardment, setting the stage for the widespread use of
bombing in the 20th century.

III. World War I: The Dawn of Aerial Bombing

World War I witnessed the first widespread use of aerial bombing. Initially, aircraft were
primarily used for reconnaissance, but their potential as weapons platforms quickly became
apparent. Early bombing raids were largely inaccurate and limited in their destructive
capacity. However, the war spurred rapid technological advancements in aircraft design,
bomb construction, and navigation, paving the way for the far more devastating bombing
campaigns of World War II. This period is instrumental in understanding the progression of
"a history of bombing."

IV. World War II: The Height of Strategic Bombing

World War II represents a watershed moment in "a history of bombing." Both the Axis and
Allied powers engaged in massive aerial bombing campaigns, targeting military
installations, industrial centers, and civilian populations. The strategic bombing of German
and Japanese cities resulted in immense destruction and staggering civilian casualties. The
war also saw the development of more sophisticated bombing techniques, including the use
of radar and improved navigation systems, along with the devastating power of atomic
bombs. The ethical implications of strategic bombing remain a subject of intense debate to
this day.

V. The Cold War and Beyond: Nuclear Deterrence and
Asymmetric Warfare

The Cold War era saw the development and deployment of nuclear weapons, fundamentally
altering the nature of warfare and significantly impacting the narrative of "a history of
bombing." The threat of mutually assured destruction (MAD) shaped international relations
for decades. The later part of the 20th and early 21st centuries saw the rise of asymmetric
warfare, with terrorist groups utilizing improvised explosive devices (IEDs) and suicide
bombings as tactics to inflict maximum damage. These events add another critical layer to
the understanding of "a history of bombing."

VI. Ethical Considerations and Civilian Casualties

Throughout "a history of bombing," the issue of civilian casualties has been a persistent and



troubling one. The indiscriminate nature of many bombing campaigns has resulted in
immense suffering and loss of life. The ethical dilemmas surrounding the targeting of
civilians, the proportionality of force, and the justification of collateral damage remain
central concerns in military ethics and international law. Understanding this aspect is
critical for a comprehensive analysis of "a history of bombing."

VII. Best Practices and Pitfalls in Analyzing "A History of
Bombing"

Analyzing "a history of bombing" requires a nuanced approach, considering various
perspectives and avoiding common pitfalls. Researchers should utilize diverse primary and
secondary sources, carefully examining biases and perspectives. It’s crucial to avoid
presentism—imposing contemporary moral judgments on past events—and to contextualize
the actions and motivations of historical actors within their specific historical
circumstances.

Conclusion:

"A History of Bombing" is a complex and multifaceted subject, reflecting the evolution of
warfare technology, strategy, and the ethical considerations surrounding the use of force.
From the early siege weapons to the devastating power of modern aerial bombardment, the
story of bombing is a stark reminder of the destructive potential of human ingenuity and
the enduring need for international cooperation to prevent future conflicts.

---

FAQs:

What were the primary targets of strategic bombing in WWII? Military installations,1.
industrial centers, and, increasingly, civilian populations.

What technological advancements significantly impacted the history of bombing? The2.
invention of gunpowder, high explosives, aircraft, radar, and nuclear weapons.

What are the ethical dilemmas associated with bombing campaigns? Civilian3.
casualties, proportionality of force, and the justification of collateral damage.

How did the Cold War influence the history of bombing? The development and threat4.
of nuclear weapons and the concept of mutually assured destruction (MAD).

What role do improvised explosive devices (IEDs) play in modern warfare's bombing5.
history? They represent a significant threat in asymmetric warfare, particularly by
terrorist groups.

How has the precision of bombing changed over time? Improved technology has led to6.
increased precision, but challenges remain.



What are some key primary sources for studying the history of bombing? Military7.
records, eyewitness accounts, photographs, and aerial reconnaissance images.

What are the long-term social and environmental impacts of bombing? Displacement,8.
trauma, environmental damage, and the long-term effects of unexploded ordnance.

How can historians avoid bias when analyzing the history of bombing? By using a wide9.
range of sources, critically evaluating evidence, and considering multiple
perspectives.

---

Related Articles:

The Strategic Bombing Offensive of World War II: A detailed analysis of the Allied1.
strategic bombing campaign against Germany.

The Atomic Bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki: An examination of the use of atomic2.
bombs and their devastating consequences.

The Development of Aerial Bombing Technology: A chronological overview of the3.
technological advancements that shaped aerial warfare.

Civilian Casualties in World War II Bombing Campaigns: A statistical analysis and4.
exploration of the humanitarian impact of bombing.

The Ethics of Strategic Bombing: A philosophical and ethical inquiry into the moral5.
justifications for strategic bombing.

The Role of Air Power in Modern Warfare: An analysis of the evolving role of air power6.
in contemporary conflicts.

Improvised Explosive Devices (IEDs) and Terrorism: A study of the use of IEDs as a7.
tactic of asymmetric warfare.

The Psychological Impact of Bombing on Civilian Populations: An exploration of the8.
long-term psychological effects of experiencing bombing.

Post-War Reconstruction and the Legacy of Bombing: A study of the efforts to rebuild9.
cities and societies after major bombing campaigns.

  a history of bombing: A History of Bombing Sven Lindqvist, 2001 On 1 November 1911,
Lieutenant Cavarotti leaned out of the cockpit of his delicate aircraft, and, holding a Hassen
handgrenade, began one of the most devastating military tactics of the 20th century: aerial bombing.



A fascinating history of the development of air power, bombs, and the laws of war and international
justice.
  a history of bombing: Bomb (Graphic Novel) Steve Sheinkin, 2023-01-24 A riveting graphic
novel adaptation of the award-winning nonfiction book, Bomb—the fascinating and frightening true
story of the creation behind the most destructive force that birthed the arms race and the Cold War.
In December of 1938, a chemist in a German laboratory made a shocking discovery: When placed
next to radioactive material, a Uranium atom split in two. That simple discovery launched a scientific
race that spanned three continents. In Great Britain and the United States, Soviet spies worked their
way into the scientific community; in Norway, a commando force slipped behind enemy lines to
attack German heavy-water manufacturing; and deep in the desert, one brilliant group of scientists,
led by father of the atomic bomb J. Robert Oppenheimer, was hidden away at a remote site at Los
Alamos. This is the story of the plotting, the risk-taking, the deceit, and genius that created the
world's most formidable weapon. This is the story of the atomic bomb. New York Times bestselling
author Steve Sheinkin's award-winning nonfiction book is now available reimagined in the graphic
novel format. Full color illustrations from Nick Bertozzi are detailed and enriched with the nonfiction
expertise Nick brings to the story as a beloved artist, comic book writer, and commercial illustrator
who has written a couple of his own historical graphic novels, including Shackleton and Lewis &
Clark. Accessible, gripping, and educational, this new edition of Bomb is perfect for young readers
and adults alike. Praise for Bomb (2012): “This superb and exciting work of nonfiction would be a
fine tonic for any jaded adolescent who thinks history is 'boring.' It's also an excellent primer for
adult readers who may have forgotten, or never learned, the remarkable story of how nuclear
weaponry was first imagined, invented and deployed—and of how an international arms race began
well before there was such a thing as an atomic bomb.” —The Wall Street Journal “This is
edge-of-the seat material that will resonate with YAs who clamor for true spy stories, and it will
undoubtedly engross a cross-market audience of adults who dozed through the World War II unit in
high school.” —The Bulletin (starred review) Also by Steve Sheinkin: Fallout: Spies, Superbombs,
and the Ultimate Cold War Showdown The Port Chicago 50: Disaster, Mutiny, and the Fight for Civil
Rights Undefeated: Jim Thorpe and the Carlisle Indian School Football Team Most Dangerous:
Daniel Ellsberg and the Secret History of the Vietnam War Born to Fly: The First Women's Air Race
Across America The Notorious Benedict Arnold: A True Story of Adventure, Heroism & Treachery
Which Way to the Wild West?: Everything Your Schoolbooks Didn't Tell You About Westward
Expansion King George: What Was His Problem?: Everything Your Schoolbooks Didn't Tell You
About the American Revolution Two Miserable Presidents: Everything Your Schoolbooks Didn't Tell
You About the Civil War
  a history of bombing: Bombing Civilians Toshiyuki Tanaka, Marilyn Blatt Young, 2009 From
British bombing in Iraq in the early 1920s to the most recent conflicts in Kosovo, Afghanistan, Iraq
and Lebanon, this detailed analysis explores the history of indiscriminate bombing, examining the
fundamental questions of how strategies of mass killing originated and have been employed for
decades. The book includes contributions from scholars in the US and Europe as well as a bold new
argument by Japanese historian Tsuyoshi Hasegawa claiming that it was the Soviet invasion rather
than atomic bombing that led to the Japanese surrender of the Pacific.
  a history of bombing: The Business of Martyrdom Jeffrey W Lewis, 2012-04-15 The Business
of Martyrdom is the only comprehensive history of suicide bombing from its origins in Imperial
Russia to the present day. It makes use of a framework from the history and philosophy of
technology to explain the diffusion and evolution of suicide bombing over the past several decades.
It is primarily a work of synthesis meant to reach a broad audience and endeavors to integrate as
much of the recent scholarly literature as possible, including reconciling explanatory mechanisms
that seem to be at odds with one another. In addition, this book is able to draw on very recent
changes in suicide bombing in the years 2008-2010 that allow it to have a slightly different
perspective than earlier studies. For the first time the global number of suicide attacks has declined
significantly for three years in a row. This book therefore has the advantage of addressing the



phenomenon of suicide bombing as a bounded phenomenon with limits to its growth and diffusion.
To this point the impression that suicide bombers are the smartest bombs yet created has been
widespread but confined to the area of metaphor. Drawing well-established ideas from the history of
technology, The Business of Martyrdom argues that the metaphor should be taken literally. Suicide
bombing is a technology that has been invented and re-invented at different times in different areas
but always for the same purpose: resolving a mismatch in military capabilities between antagonists
by utilizing the available cultural and human resources. Over the past several years, analysts have
produced a large number of monographs and articles examining suicide bombing. The best
contributions in this new and growing literature have shed considerable light on the complexity of
suicide bombing in practice, particularly regarding the structure of the organizations that deploy
suicide bombers and the relationships between these organizations and the recruits whom they
utilize in their attacks. Nevertheless, nagging inconsistencies and questions remain. These
inconsistencies can be explained by examining suicide bombing as a technological system that
integrates human beings, cultures, and devices and directs them toward specific ends. Such an
analysis requires that neither the individual bombers nor their sponsoring organizations be the basic
unit of discussion. Instead, the bombers must be understood as components within a much larger
system that has been shaped by a host of social, cultural, and operational constraints throughout its
existence. Integrating insights from the historical analysis of other technological systems with the
recent literature specifically devoted to suicide bombing therefore allows The Business of
Martyrdom to develop a fuller understanding of suicide bombing as a unified yet diverse
phenomenon.
  a history of bombing: A History of Strategic Bombing Lee B. Kennett, 1982-01-01
  a history of bombing: Buda's Wagon Mike Davis, 2017-01-17 On a September day in 1920, an
angry Italian anarchist named Mario Buda exploded a horse-drawn wagon filled with dynamite and
iron scrap near New York's Wall Street, killing 40 people. Since Buda's prototype the car bomb has
evolved into a poor man's air force, a generic weapon of mass destruction that now craters cities
from Bombay to Oklahoma City. In this provocative history, Mike Davis traces the its worldwide use
and development, in the process exposing the role of state intelligence agencies-particularly those of
the United States, Israel, India, and Pakistan-in globalizing urban terrorist techniques. Davis argues
that it is the incessant impact of car bombs, rather than the more apocalyptic threats of nuclear or
bio-terrorism, that is changing cities and urban lifestyles, as privileged centers of power increasingly
surround themselves with rings of steel against a weapon that nevertheless seems impossible to
defeat.
  a history of bombing: Bombing to Win Robert A. Pape, 2014-04-11 From Iraq to Bosnia to
North Korea, the first question in American foreign policy debates is increasingly: Can air power
alone do the job? Robert A. Pape provides a systematic answer. Analyzing the results of over thirty
air campaigns, including a detailed reconstruction of the Gulf War, he argues that the key to success
is attacking the enemy's military strategy, not its economy, people, or leaders. Coercive air power
can succeed, but not as cheaply as air enthusiasts would like to believe.Pape examines the air raids
on Germany, Japan, Korea, Vietnam, and Iraq as well as those of Israel versus Egypt, providing
details of bombing and governmental decision making. His detailed narratives of the strategic
effectiveness of bombing range from the classical cases of World War II to an extraordinary
reconstruction of airpower use in the Gulf War, based on recently declassified documents. In this
now-classic work of the theory and practice of airpower and its political effects, Robert A. Pape helps
military strategists and policy makers judge the purpose of various air strategies, and helps general
readers understand the policy debates.
  a history of bombing: The Bomb Fred Kaplan, 2021-02-02 From the author of the classic The
Wizards of Armageddon and Pulitzer Prize finalist comes the definitive history of American policy on
nuclear war—and Presidents’ actions in nuclear crises—from Truman to Trump. Fred Kaplan, hailed
by The New York Times as “a rare combination of defense intellectual and pugnacious reporter,”
takes us into the White House Situation Room, the Joint Chiefs of Staff’s “Tank” in the Pentagon, and



the vast chambers of Strategic Command to bring us the untold stories—based on exclusive
interviews and previously classified documents—of how America’s presidents and generals have
thought about, threatened, broached, and just barely avoided nuclear war from the dawn of the
atomic age until today. Kaplan’s historical research and deep reporting will stand as the permanent
record of politics. Discussing theories that have dominated nightmare scenarios from Hiroshima and
Nagasaki, Kaplan presents the unthinkable in terms of mass destruction and demonstrates how the
nuclear war reality will not go away, regardless of the dire consequences.
  a history of bombing: Governing from the Skies Thomas Hippler, 2017-01-17 The history of
the war from the past one hundred years is a history of bombing “Tripoli, 1 November 1911: I
decided that today I would try to drop bombs from the aeroplane … if I succeed I shall be happy to
have been the first.” —Italian Lieutenant Giulio Gavotti At its inception, aerial bombardment was a
weapon of empire deployed to subdue colonial populations. Soon, during the Second World War,
civilians in Europe and Japan came into the bomber’s crosshairs, and ever since non-combatant
targets have been at the heart of military strategy. It was a seismic shift in the relations of power: as
the state justified the mass murder of civilians, individual combatants, flying high above their
victims, were distanced from the act of killing as never before. The ascendance of drones as an
instrument of military power is the latest stage in this cruel evolution, which has led to a perpetual
low-intensity war on the global scene. As the technology enabling it spreads through the world, the
borders of the conflict will grow in proportion. In this short and fascinating history of aerial warfare,
Thomas Hippler brings together all the major themes of the past century: nationalism, democracy,
totalitarianism, colonialism, globalization, the welfare state and its decline, and the rise of
neoliberalism. Air power is the defining characteristic of modern warfare; as Hippler demonstrates,
it is also ingrained in the nature of modern politics.
  a history of bombing: Working on the Bomb S. L. Sanger, 1995 The history of the Hanford
Engineering Works, a site in eastern Washington that produced and separated plutonium for the
Manhattan Project.
  a history of bombing: Strategic Bombing by the United States in World War II Stewart
Halsey Ross, 2015-10-03 The United States relied heavily on bombing to defeat the Germans and the
Japanese in World War II, and air raids were touted as precision bombing in American propaganda.
But was precision possible over cloud-covered Europe or a darkened Japanese countryside? Could
the vaunted Norden optical bombsight in fact drop bombs into pickle barrels as advertised? Were
the American aircrews well trained and well protected? How good were their airplanes? What were
the results of the costly raids? This work sets suppositions against facts surrounding the United
States' use of strategic bombing in World War II. Chapters cover the events leading up to World War
II; the start of the war; the seers and the planners; the airplanes, bombs, bombsights, and aircrews;
the planes Germany used to defend itself against American planes; the five cities (Hamburg,
Dresden, Tokyo, Hiroshima, and Nagasaki) that experienced the most destruction; and the U.S.
Strategic Bombing Survey of the damage done by aerial bombing. The book also probes the
government's myth-building statements that supported America's view of itself as a uniquely
humanitarian nation, and analyzes the role played by interservice rivalry--battleship admirals against
bomber generals.
  a history of bombing: The Bomb Gerard DeGroot, 2011-09-30 Before the Bomb, there were
simply 'bombs', lower case. But it was the twentieth century, one hundred years of almost incredible
scientific progress, that saw the birth of the Bomb, the human race's most powerful and most
destructive discovery. In this magisterial and enthralling account, Gerard DeGroot gives us the life
story of the Bomb, from its birth in the turn-of-the-century physics labs of Europe to a childhood in
the New Mexico desert of the 1940s, from adolescence and early adulthood in Nagasaki and Bikini,
Australia and Siberia to unsettling maturity in test sites and missile silos all over the globe. By turns
horrific, awe-inspiring and blackly comic, The Bomb is never less than compelling.
  a history of bombing: Castles, Battles, & Bombs Jurgen Brauer, Hubert van Tuyll,
2008-11-15 Castles, Battles, and Bombs reconsiders key episodes of military history from the point



of view of economics—with dramatically insightful results. For example, when looked at as a
question of sheer cost, the building of castles in the High Middle Ages seems almost inevitable:
though stunningly expensive, a strong castle was far cheaper to maintain than a standing army. The
authors also reexamine the strategic bombing of Germany in World War II and provide new insights
into France’s decision to develop nuclear weapons. Drawing on these examples and more, Brauer
and Van Tuyll suggest lessons for today’s military, from counterterrorist strategy and military
manpower planning to the use of private military companies in Afghanistan and Iraq. In bringing
economics into assessments of military history, [the authors] also bring illumination. . . . [The
authors] turn their interdisciplinary lens on the mercenary arrangements of Renaissance Italy; the
wars of Marlborough, Frederick the Great, and Napoleon; Grant's campaigns in the Civil War; and
the strategic bombings of World War II. The results are invariably stimulating.—Martin Walker,
Wilson Quarterly This study is serious, creative, important. As an economist I am happy to see
economics so professionally applied to illuminate major decisions in the history of warfare.—Thomas
C. Schelling, Winner of the 2005 Nobel Prize in Economics
  a history of bombing: The Bombing of Pearl Harbor in American History Nathan Anthony,
Robert Gardner, 2001 Traces events leading up to and resulting from the December 7, 1941,
Japanese attack on American battleships at Pearl Harbor, which brought the United States into
World War II.
  a history of bombing: Fire and Fury Randall Hansen, 2009-09-15 National Bestseller An
enlightening and utterly convincing re-examination of the allied aerial bombing campaign and of
civilian German suffering during World War II–an essential addition to our understanding of world
history. During the Second World War, Allied air forces dropped nearly two million tons of bombs on
Germany, destroying some 60 cities, killing more than half a million German citizens, and leaving
80,000 pilots dead. Much of the bombing was carried out against the expressed demands of the
Allied military leadership. Hundreds of thousands of people died needlessly. Focusing on the crucial
period from 1942 to 1945, and using a compelling narrative approach, Fire and Fury tells the story
of the American and British bombing campaign through the eyes of those involved: military and
civilian command in America, Britain, and Germany, aircrew in the sky, and civilians on the ground.
Acclaimed historian Randall Hansen shows that the Commander-in-Chief of Bomber Command,
Arthur Harris, was wedded to an outdated strategy whose success had never been proven; how area
bombing not only failed to win the war, it probably prolonged it; and that the US campaign, which
was driven by a particularly American fusion of optimism and morality, played an important and
largely unrecognized role in delivering Allied victory.
  a history of bombing: Violence in the Skies Philip Baum, 2016-03-10 Aviation security expert
Philip Baum delves into the archives to reveal the stories behind the most astonishing and shocking
crimes in aviation history, calling on real-life testimonies from hijackers, crew members, passengers
and politicians. The human stories behind the criminal attacks that have plagued aviation since 1911
are detailed in this authoritative and thrilling account of aviation security history, from the
legendary hijacks by left-wing and Palestinian groups of the twentieth century, to the more recent
suicide attacks carried out by fundamentalists and the psychologically disturbed.
  a history of bombing: The Bomber Mafia Malcolm Gladwell, 2021-04-27 A “truly compelling”
(Good Morning America) New York Times bestseller that explores how technology and best
intentions collide in the heat of war—from the creator and host of the podcast Revisionist History. In
The Bomber Mafia, Malcolm Gladwell weaves together the stories of a Dutch genius and his
homemade computer, a band of brothers in central Alabama, a British psychopath, and pyromaniacal
chemists at Harvard to examine one of the greatest moral challenges in modern American history.
Most military thinkers in the years leading up to World War II saw the airplane as an afterthought.
But a small band of idealistic strategists, the “Bomber Mafia,” asked: What if precision bombing
could cripple the enemy and make war far less lethal? In contrast, the bombing of Tokyo on the
deadliest night of the war was the brainchild of General Curtis LeMay, whose brutal pragmatism and
scorched-earth tactics in Japan cost thousands of civilian lives, but may have spared even more by



averting a planned US invasion. In The Bomber Mafia, Gladwell asks, “Was it worth it?” Things
might have gone differently had LeMay’s predecessor, General Haywood Hansell, remained in
charge. Hansell believed in precision bombing, but when he and Curtis LeMay squared off for a
leadership handover in the jungles of Guam, LeMay emerged victorious, leading to the darkest night
of World War II. The Bomber Mafia is a riveting tale of persistence, innovation, and the incalculable
wages of war.
  a history of bombing: Death from the Heavens Kenneth P. Werrell, 2009 This book is the
first to take a comprehensive look at the history of strategic bombing from its beginnings to the
present. Written by a historian who is also an expert on the technology of bombing and its
application, the work covers the theory, the hardware, and the operations of strategic bombing...
Although his book is dominated by aircraft, it also covers air-to-surface and surface-to-air missiles.
This study offers a critical analysis of strategic bombing and concludes by calling into question the
value of this type of warfare--Dust jacket.
  a history of bombing: The Bomb Howard Zinn, 2010-08-01 As a World War II combat soldier,
Howard Zinn took part in the aerial bombing of Royan, France. Two decades later, he was invited to
visit Hiroshima and meet survivors of the atomic attack. In this short and powerful book, Zinn offers
his deep personal reflections and political analysis of these events, their consequences, and the
profound influence they had in transforming him from an order-taking combat soldier to one of our
greatest anti-authoritarian, antiwar historians. This book was finalized just prior to Zinn's passing in
January 2010, and is published on the sixty-fifth anniversary of the bombing of Hiroshima.
Simultaneous publication this August in the U.S. and Japan commemorates the 65th anniversary of
the USA's two atomic bombings of Japan by calling for the abolition of all nuclear weapons and an
end to war as an acceptable solution to human conflict. Zinn writes with an enthusiasm rarely
encountered in the leaden prose of academic history …—New York Times Book Review This
collection of essays is a great book for anybody who wants to be better informed about history,
regardless of their political point of view.—O, The Oprah Magazine Zinn collects here almost three
dozen brief, passionate essays … Readers seeking to break out of their ideological comfort zones will
find much to ponder here.—Publishers Weekly A bomb is highly impersonal. The dropper can kill
hundreds, and never see any of them. The Bomb is the memoir of Howard Zinn, a bomber in World
War II who dropped bombs along the French countryside while campaigning against Germany. After
learning of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, Zinn now speaks out against the use of bombs and what it can
do to warfare. Thoughtful and full of stories of an old soldier who regrets what he has done, The
Bomb is a fine posthumous release that shares much of the lost wisdom of World War II.—James A.
Cox, The Midwest Book Review Throughout his academic career, his popular writings and work as
an activist Zinn consistently, and often successfully, threw a wrench in the works of the US war
machine. He may be gone, but through his powerful and passionate body of work—of which The
Bomb is an excellent introduction—thousands of others will be educated and inspired to work for a
more humane and peaceful world.—Ian Sinclair, Morning Star The path that Howard Zinn
walked—from bombardier to activist—gives hope that each of us can move from clinical detachment
to ardent commitment, from violence to nonviolence.—Frida Berrigan, WIN Magazine Howard Zinn
(1922 –2010) was raised in a working-class family in Brooklyn, and flew bombing missions for the
United States in World War II, an experience he now points to in shaping his opposition to war.
Under the GI Bill he went to college and received his Ph.D. from Columbia University. In 1956, he
became a professor at Spelman College in Atlanta, a school for black women, where he soon became
involved in the civil rights movement, which he participated in as an adviser to the Student
Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC) and chronicled, in his book SNCC: The New
Abolitionists. Zinn collaborated with historian Staughton Lynd and mentored a young student named
Alice Walker. When he was fired in 1963 for insubordination related to his protest work, he moved to
Boston University, where he became a leading critic of the Vietnam War. In his liftetime, Zinn
received the Thomas Merton Award, the Eugene V. Debs Award, the Upton Sinclair Award, and the
Lannan Literary Award. He is perhaps best known for A People's History of the United States. City



Lights Booksellers and Publishers previously published his essay collection A Power Governments
Cannot Suppress.
  a history of bombing: The Origins of American Strategic Bombing Theory Craig F. Morris,
2017-10-15 Craig F. Morris explores the beginnings of American strategic bombing theory, why it
changed over time, the factors that shaped that change, and how technology molded military
doctrine. This much-needed book provides a full spectrum discussion of the American strategic
bombing concept in a way that advances aviation history. In the minds of forward thinking aerial
theorists the new technology of the airplane removed the limitations of geography, defenses, and
operational reach that had restricted ground and naval forces since the dawn of human conflict.
With aviation, a nation could avoid costly traditional military campaigns and attack the industrial
heart of an enemy using long-range bombers. Yet, the acceptance of strategic bombing doctrine
proved a hard-fought process. This is not the story of any one person or event; instead, it is a
twisting tale of individual efforts, organizational infighting, political priorities, and technological
integration. By tracing the complex interrelationships of these four causal factors, this book provides
a greater understanding of the origins and rise to dominance of American strategic bombing theory.
  a history of bombing: Sachiko Caren Barzelay Stelson, 2016 This striking work of narrative
nonfiction tells the true story of six-year-old Sachiko Yasui's survival of the Nagasaki atomic bomb
on August 9, 1945, and the heartbreaking and lifelong aftermath. Having conducted extensive
interviews with Sachiko Yasui, Caren Stelson chronicles Sachiko's trauma and loss as well as her
long journey to find peace. This book offers readers a remarkable new perspective on the final
moments of World War II and their aftermath.
  a history of bombing: The Secret History of the Atomic Bomb Anthony Cave Brown, Charles
Brown MacDonald, Charles B. MacDonald, 1977
  a history of bombing: Building The H Bomb: A Personal History Kenneth W Ford,
2015-03-25 In this engaging scientific memoir, Kenneth Ford recounts the time when, in his
mid-twenties, he was a member of the team that designed and built the first hydrogen bomb. He
worked with — and relaxed with — scientific giants of that time such as Edward Teller, Enrico
Fermi, Stan Ulam, John von Neumann, and John Wheeler, and here offers illuminating insights into
the personalities, the strengths, and the quirks of these men. Well known for his ability to explain
physics to nonspecialists, Ford also brings to life the physics of fission and fusion and provides a
brief history of nuclear science from the discovery of radioactivity in 1896 to the ten-megaton
explosion of “Mike” that obliterated a Pacific Island in 1952.Ford worked at both Los Alamos and
Princeton's Project Matterhorn, and brings out Matterhorn's major, but previously unheralded
contribution to the development of the H bomb. Outside the lab, he drove a battered Chevrolet
around New Mexico, a bantam motorcycle across the country, and a British roadster around New
Jersey. Part of the charm of Ford's book is the way in which he leavens his well-researched
descriptions of the scientific work with brief tales of his life away from weapons.
  a history of bombing: Among the Dead Cities A. C. Grayling, 2007-04-01 Presents an
analysis of the miltary rationale used by Britain and the United States for bombing civilian targets in
Germany and Japan during World War II, discussing the reasons why such tactics were both largely
ineffective and morally reprehensible. Reprint. 20,000 first printing.
  a history of bombing: Fu-Go Ross Coen, 2014-11-01 Near the end of World War II, in an
attempt to attack the United States mainland, Japan launched its fu-go campaign, deploying
thousands of high-altitude hydrogen balloons armed with incendiary and high-explosive bombs
designed to follow the westerly winds of the upper atmosphere and drift to the west coast of North
America. After reaching the mainland, these fu-go, the Japanese hoped, would terrorize American
citizens and ignite devastating forest fires across the western states, ultimately causing the United
States to divert wartime resources to deal with the domestic crisis. While the fu-go offensive proved
to be a complete tactical failure, six Americans lost their lives when a discovered balloon exploded.
Ross Coen provides a fascinating look into the obscure history of the fu-go campaign, from the
Japanese schoolgirls who manufactured the balloons by hand to the generals in the U.S. War



Department who developed defense procedures. The book delves into panic, propaganda, and media
censorship in wartime. Fu-go is a compelling story of a little-known episode in our national history
that unfolded virtually unseen.
  a history of bombing: Rhetoric and Reality in Air Warfare Tami Biddle, 2009-01-10 A major
revision of our understanding of long-range bombing, this book examines how Anglo-American ideas
about strategic bombing were formed and implemented. It argues that ideas about bombing civilian
targets rested on--and gained validity from--widespread but substantially erroneous assumptions
about the nature of modern industrial societies and their vulnerability to aerial bombardment. These
assumptions were derived from the social and political context of the day and were maintained
largely through cognitive error and bias. Tami Davis Biddle explains how air theorists, and those
influenced by them, came to believe that strategic bombing would be an especially effective coercive
tool and how they responded when their assumptions were challenged. Biddle analyzes how a
particular interpretation of the World War I experience, together with airmen's organizational
interests, shaped interwar debates about strategic bombing and preserved conceptions of its
potentially revolutionary character. This flawed interpretation as well as a failure to anticipate
implementation problems were revealed as World War II commenced. By then, the British and
Americans had invested heavily in strategic bombing. They saw little choice but to try to solve the
problems in real time and make long-range bombing as effective as possible. Combining narrative
with analysis, this book presents the first-ever comparative history of British and American strategic
bombing from its origins through 1945. In examining the ideas and rhetoric on which strategic
bombing depended, it offers critical insights into the validity and robustness of those ideas--not only
as they applied to World War II but as they apply to contemporary warfare.
  a history of bombing: The Making of the Atomic Bomb Richard Rhodes, 2012-09-18
**Winner of the Pulitzer Prize, the National Book Award, and the National Book Critics Circle
Award** The definitive history of nuclear weapons—from the turn-of-the-century discovery of
nuclear energy to J. Robert Oppenheimer and the Manhattan Project—this epic work details the
science, the people, and the sociopolitical realities that led to the development of the atomic bomb.
This sweeping account begins in the 19th century, with the discovery of nuclear fission, and
continues to World War Two and the Americans’ race to beat Hitler’s Nazis. That competition
launched the Manhattan Project and the nearly overnight construction of a vast military-industrial
complex that culminated in the fateful dropping of the first bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki.
Reading like a character-driven suspense novel, the book introduces the players in this saga of
physics, politics, and human psychology—from FDR and Einstein to the visionary scientists who
pioneered quantum theory and the application of thermonuclear fission, including Planck, Szilard,
Bohr, Oppenheimer, Fermi, Teller, Meitner, von Neumann, and Lawrence. From nuclear power’s
earliest foreshadowing in the work of H.G. Wells to the bright glare of Trinity at Alamogordo and the
arms race of the Cold War, this dread invention forever changed the course of human history, and
The Making of The Atomic Bomb provides a panoramic backdrop for that story. Richard Rhodes’s
ability to craft compelling biographical portraits is matched only by his rigorous scholarship. Told in
rich human, political, and scientific detail that any reader can follow, The Making of the Atomic
Bomb is a thought-provoking and masterful work.
  a history of bombing: Longing for the Bomb Lindsey A. Freeman, 2015-04-13 Longing for
the Bomb traces the unusual story of the first atomic city and the emergence of American nuclear
culture. Tucked into the folds of Appalachia and kept off all commercial maps, Oak Ridge,
Tennessee, was created for the Manhattan Project by the U.S. government in the 1940s. Its workers
labored at a breakneck pace, most aware only that their jobs were helping the war effort. The city
has experienced the entire lifespan of the Atomic Age, from the fevered wartime enrichment of the
uranium that fueled Little Boy, through a brief period of atomic utopianism after World War II when
it began to brand itself as The Atomic City, to the anxieties of the Cold War, to the contradictory
contemporary period of nuclear unease and atomic nostalgia. Oak Ridge's story deepens our
understanding of the complex relationship between America and its bombs. Blending historiography



and ethnography, Lindsey Freeman shows how a once-secret city is visibly caught in an uncertain
present, no longer what it was historically yet still clinging to the hope of a nuclear future. It is a
place where history, memory, and myth compete and conspire to tell the story of America's atomic
past and to explain the nuclear present.
  a history of bombing: "Exterminate All the Brutes" Sven Lindqvist, 2021-03-30 Now part of
the eponymous HBO docuseries written and directed by Raoul Peck, “Exterminate All the Brutes” is
a brilliant intellectual history of Europe’s genocidal colonization of Africa—and the terrible myths
and lies that it spawned “A book of stunning range and near genius. . . . The catastrophic
consequences of European imperialism are made palpable in the personal progress of the author, a
late-twentieth-century pilgrim in Africa. Lindqvist’s astonishing connections across time and
cultures, combined with a marvelous economy of prose, leave the reader appalled, reflective, and
grateful.” —David Levering Lewis “Exterminate All the Brutes,” Sven Lindqvist’s widely acclaimed
masterpiece, is a searching examination of Europe’s dark history in Africa and the origins of
genocide. Using Joseph Conrad’s Heart of Darkness as his point of departure, the award-winning
Swedish author takes us on a haunting tour through the colonial past, interwoven with a modern-day
travelogue. Retracing the steps of European explorers, missionaries, politicians, and historians in
Africa from the late eighteenth century onward, “Exterminate All the Brutes” exposes the roots of
genocide in Africa through Lindqvist’s own journey through the Saharan desert. As he shows,
fantasies not merely of white superiority but of actual extermination—“cleansing” the earth of the
so-called lesser races—deeply informed the colonialism and racist ideology that ultimately
culminated in Europe’s own Holocaust. Conquerors’ stories are the ones that inform the
self-mythology of the West—whereas the lives and stories of those displaced, enslaved, or killed are
too often ignored and forgotten. “Exterminate All the Brutes” forces a crucial reckoning with a past
that still echoes in our collective psyche—a reckoning that compels us to acknowledge the
exploitation and brutality at the heart of our modern, globalized society. As Adam Hochschild has
written, “Lindqvist’s work leaves you changed.”
  a history of bombing: The American Way of Bombing Matthew Evangelista, Henry Shue,
2014-08-21 Aerial bombardment remains important to military strategy, but the norms governing
bombing and the harm it imposes on civilians have evolved. The past century has seen everything
from deliberate attacks against rebellious villagers by Italian and British colonial forces in the
Middle East to scrupulous efforts to avoid collateral damage in the counterinsurgency and
antiterrorist wars of today. The American Way of Bombing brings together prominent military
historians, practitioners, civilian and military legal experts, political scientists, philosophers, and
anthropologists to explore the evolution of ethical and legal norms governing air warfare. Focusing
primarily on the United States—as the world’s preeminent military power and the one most
frequently engaged in air warfare, its practice has influenced normative change in this domain, and
will continue to do so—the authors address such topics as firebombing of cities during World War II;
the atomic attacks on Hiroshima and Nagasaki; the deployment of airpower in Iraq, Afghanistan, and
Libya; and the use of unmanned drones for surveillance and attacks on suspected terrorists in
Pakistan, Yemen, Sudan, Somalia, and elsewhere.
  a history of bombing: Bombing Pompeii Nigel Pollard, 2020-11-18 Bombing Pompeii examines
the circumstances under which over 160 Allied bombs hit the archaeological site of Pompeii in
August and September 1943, and the wider significance of this event in the history of efforts to
protect cultural heritage in conflict zones, a broader issue that is still of great importance. From
detailed examinations of contemporary archival document, Nigel Pollard shows that the bomb
damage to ancient Pompeii was accidental, and the bombs were aimed at road and rail routes close
to the site in an urgent attempt to slow down the reinforcement and supply of German counter-
attacks that threatened to defeat the Allied landings in the Gulf of Salerno. The book sets this event,
along with other instances of damage and risk to cultural heritage in Italy in the Second World War,
in the context of the development of the Allied Monuments, Fine Arts, and Archives – the
“Monuments Men.”



  a history of bombing: Reducing the Threat of Improvised Explosive Device Attacks by
Restricting Access to Explosive Precursor Chemicals National Academies of Sciences,
Engineering, and Medicine, Division on Earth and Life Studies, Board on Chemical Sciences and
Technology, Committee on Reducing the Threat of Improvised Explosive Device Attacks by
Restricting Access to Chemical Explosive Precursors, 2018-05-19 Improvised explosive devices
(IEDs) are a type of unconventional explosive weapon that can be deployed in a variety of ways, and
can cause loss of life, injury, and property damage in both military and civilian environments.
Terrorists, violent extremists, and criminals often choose IEDs because the ingredients, components,
and instructions required to make IEDs are highly accessible. In many cases, precursor chemicals
enable this criminal use of IEDs because they are used in the manufacture of homemade explosives
(HMEs), which are often used as a component of IEDs. Many precursor chemicals are frequently
used in industrial manufacturing and may be available as commercial products for personal use.
Guides for making HMEs and instructions for constructing IEDs are widely available and can be
easily found on the internet. Other countries restrict access to precursor chemicals in an effort to
reduce the opportunity for HMEs to be used in IEDs. Although IED attacks have been less frequent
in the United States than in other countries, IEDs remain a persistent domestic threat. Restricting
access to precursor chemicals might contribute to reducing the threat of IED attacks and in turn
prevent potentially devastating bombings, save lives, and reduce financial impacts. Reducing the
Threat of Improvised Explosive Device Attacks by Restricting Access to Explosive Precursor
Chemicals prioritizes precursor chemicals that can be used to make HMEs and analyzes the
movement of those chemicals through United States commercial supply chains and identifies
potential vulnerabilities. This report examines current United States and international regulation of
the chemicals, and compares the economic, security, and other tradeoffs among potential control
strategies.
  a history of bombing: Israel and the Bomb Avner Cohen, 1998-09-30 Until now, there has
been no detailed account of Israel's nuclear history. Previous treatments of the subject relied heavily
on rumors, leaks, and journalistic speculations. But with Israel and the Bomb, Avner Cohen has
forged an interpretive political history that draws on thousands of American and Israeli government
documents—most of them recently declassified and never before cited—and more than one hundred
interviews with key individuals who played important roles in this story. Cohen reveals that Israel
crossed the nuclear weapons threshold on the eve of the 1967 Six-Day War, yet it remains
ambiguous about its nuclear capability to this day. What made this posture of opacity possible, and
how did it evolve? Cohen focuses on a two-decade period from about 1950 until 1970, during which
David Ben-Gurion's vision of making Israel a nuclear-weapon state was realized. He weaves together
the story of the formative years of Israel's nuclear program, from the founding of the Israeli Atomic
Energy Commission in 1952, to the alliance with France that gave Israel the sophisticated
technology it needed, to the failure of American intelligence to identify the Dimona Project for what
it was, to the negotiations between President Nixon and Prime Minister Meir that led to the current
policy of secrecy. Cohen also analyzes the complex reasons Israel concealed its nuclear
program—from concerns over Arab reaction and the negative effect of the debate at home to
consideration of America's commitment to nonproliferation. Israel and the Bomb highlights the key
questions and the many potent issues surrounding Israel's nuclear history. This book will be a
critical resource for students of nuclear proliferation, Middle East politics, Israeli history, and
American-Israeli relations, as well as a revelation for general readers.
  a history of bombing: The History of the 487th Bomb Group (H) Ivo de Jong, 2004
  a history of bombing: Hiroshima John Hersey, 2020-06-23 Hiroshima is the story of six
people—a clerk, a widowed seamstress, a physician, a Methodist minister, a young surgeon, and a
German Catholic priest—who lived through the greatest single manmade disaster in history. In vivid
and indelible prose, Pulitzer Prize–winner John Hersey traces the stories of these half-dozen
individuals from 8:15 a.m. on August 6, 1945, when Hiroshima was destroyed by the first atomic
bomb ever dropped on a city, through the hours and days that followed. Almost four decades after



the original publication of this celebrated book, Hersey went back to Hiroshima in search of the
people whose stories he had told, and his account of what he discovered is now the eloquent and
moving final chapter of Hiroshima.
  a history of bombing: Restricted Data Alex Wellerstein, 2021-04-09 Nuclear weapons, since
their conception, have been the subject of secrecy. In the months after the dropping of the atomic
bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki, the American scientific establishment, the American
government, and the American public all wrestled with what was called the problem of secrecy,
wondering not only whether secrecy was appropriate and effective as a means of controlling this
new technology but also whether it was compatible with the country's core values. Out of a messy
context of propaganda, confusion, spy scares, and the grave counsel of competing groups of
scientists, what historian Alex Wellerstein calls a new regime of secrecy was put into place. It was
unlike any other previous or since. Nuclear secrets were given their own unique legal designation in
American law (restricted data), one that operates differently than all other forms of national security
classification and exists to this day. Drawing on massive amounts of declassified files, including
records released by the government for the first time at the author's request, Restricted Data is a
narrative account of nuclear secrecy and the tensions and uncertainty that built as the Cold War
continued. In the US, both science and democracy are pitted against nuclear secrecy, and this makes
its history uniquely compelling and timely--
  a history of bombing: The Atomic Bomb and the Origins of the Cold War Campbell Craig,
Sergey Radchenko, 2008-08-28 A study of nuclear warfare’s key role in triggering the post-World
War II confrontation between the US and the USSR After a devastating world war, culminating in
the obliteration of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, it was clear that the United States and the Soviet Union
had to establish a cooperative order if the planet was to escape an atomic World War III. In this
provocative study, Campbell Craig and Sergey Radchenko show how the atomic bomb pushed the
United States and the Soviet Union not toward cooperation but toward deep bipolar confrontation.
Joseph Stalin, sure that the Americans meant to deploy their new weapon against Russia and defeat
socialism, would stop at nothing to build his own bomb. Harry Truman, initially willing to consider
cooperation, discovered that its pursuit would mean political suicide, especially when news of Soviet
atomic spies reached the public. Both superpowers, moreover, discerned a new reality of the atomic
age: now, cooperation must be total. The dangers posed by the bomb meant that intermediate
measures of international cooperation would protect no one. Yet no two nations in history were less
prepared to pursue total cooperation than were the United States and the Soviet Union. The logic of
the bomb pointed them toward immediate Cold War. “Sprightly and well-argued…. The complicated
history of how the bomb influenced the start of the war has never been explored so well.—Lloyd
Gardner, Rutgers University “An outstanding new interpretation of the origins of the Cold War that
gives equal weight to American and Soviet perspectives on the conflict that shaped the
contemporary world.”—Geoffrey Roberts, author of Stalin’s Wars
  a history of bombing: The Black Church Henry Louis Gates, Jr., 2021-02-16 The instant New
York Times bestseller and companion book to the PBS series. “Absolutely brilliant . . . A necessary
and moving work.” —Eddie S. Glaude, Jr., author of Begin Again “Engaging. . . . In Gates’s telling,
the Black church shines bright even as the nation itself moves uncertainly through the gloaming,
seeking justice on earth—as it is in heaven.” —Jon Meacham, New York Times Book Review From
the New York Times bestselling author of Stony the Road and The Black Box, and one of our most
important voices on the African American experience, comes a powerful new history of the Black
church as a foundation of Black life and a driving force in the larger freedom struggle in America.
For the young Henry Louis Gates, Jr., growing up in a small, residentially segregated West Virginia
town, the church was a center of gravity—an intimate place where voices rose up in song and
neighbors gathered to celebrate life's blessings and offer comfort amid its trials and tribulations. In
this tender and expansive reckoning with the meaning of the Black Church in America, Gates takes
us on a journey spanning more than five centuries, from the intersection of Christianity and the
transatlantic slave trade to today’s political landscape. At road’s end, and after Gates’s distinctive



meditation on the churches of his childhood, we emerge with a new understanding of the importance
of African American religion to the larger national narrative—as a center of resistance to slavery and
white supremacy, as a magnet for political mobilization, as an incubator of musical and oratorical
talent that would transform the culture, and as a crucible for working through the Black
community’s most critical personal and social issues. In a country that has historically afforded its
citizens from the African diaspora tragically few safe spaces, the Black Church has always been
more than a sanctuary. This fact was never lost on white supremacists: from the earliest days of
slavery, when enslaved people were allowed to worship at all, their meetinghouses were subject to
surveillance and destruction. Long after slavery’s formal eradication, church burnings and bombings
by anti-Black racists continued, a hallmark of the violent effort to suppress the African American
struggle for equality. The past often isn’t even past—Dylann Roof committed his slaughter in the
Mother Emanuel AME Church 193 years after it was first burned down by white citizens of
Charleston, South Carolina, following a thwarted slave rebellion. But as Gates brilliantly shows, the
Black church has never been only one thing. Its story lies at the heart of the Black political struggle,
and it has produced many of the Black community’s most notable leaders. At the same time, some
churches and denominations have eschewed political engagement and exemplified practices of
exclusion and intolerance that have caused polarization and pain. Those tensions remain today, as a
rising generation demands freedom and dignity for all within and beyond their communities,
regardless of race, sex, or gender. Still, as a source of faith and refuge, spiritual sustenance and
struggle against society’s darkest forces, the Black Church has been central, as this enthralling
history makes vividly clear.
  a history of bombing: The Bombing War Richard Overy, 2013-09-26 The ultimate history of the
Blitz and bombing in the Second World War, from Wolfson Prize-winning historian and author
Richard Overy The use of massive fleets of bombers to kill and terrorize civilians was an aspect of
the Second World War which continues to challenge the idea that Allies specifically fought a 'moral'
war. For Britain, bombing became perhaps its principal contribution to the fighting as, night after
night, exceptionally brave men flew over occupied Europe destroying its cities. The Bombing War
radically overhauls our understanding of the War. It is the first book to examine seriously not just
the most well-known parts of the campaign, but the significance of bombing on many other fronts -
the German use of bombers on the Eastern Front for example (as well as much newly discovered
material on the more familiar 'Blitz' on Britain), or the Allied campaigns against Italian cities. The
result is the author's masterpiece - a rich, gripping, picture of the Second World War and the
terrible military, technological and ethical issues that relentlessly drove all its participants into an
abyss. Reviews: 'Magnificent ... must now be regarded as the standard work on the bombing war ...
It is probably the most important book published on the history of he second world war this century'
Richard J Evans, Guardian 'Monumental ... this is a major contribution to one of the most
controversial aspects of the Second World War ... full of new detail and perspectives ... hugely
impressive' James Holland, Literary Review 'This tremendous book does what the war it describes
signally failed to do. With a well-thought-out strategy and precision, it delivers maximum force on its
objectives ... The result is a masterpiece of the historian's art' The Times 'It is unlikely that a work of
this scale, scope and merit will be surpassed' Times Higher Education 'What distinguishes Mr
Overy's account of the bombing war from lesser efforts is the wealth of narrative detail and
analytical rigour that he brings to bear' Economist 'Excellent ... Overy is never less than an erudite
and clear-eyed guide whose research is impeccable and whose conclusions appear sensible and
convincing even when they run against the established trends' Financial Times 'Hard to surpass. If
you want to know how bombing worked, what it did and what it meant, this is the book to read'
Times Literary Supplement About the author: Richard Overy is the author of a series of remarkable
books on the Second World War and the wider disasters of the twentieth century. The Dictators:
Hitler's Germany, Stalin's Russia won both the Wolfson Prize for History and the Hessell-Tiltman
Prize. He is Professor of History at the University of Exeter. Penguin publishes 1939: Countdown to
War, The Morbid Age, Russia's War, Interrogations, The Battle of Britain and The Dictators. He lives



in London.
  a history of bombing: Command Of The Air General Giulio Douhet, 2014-08-15 In the
pantheon of air power spokesmen, Giulio Douhet holds center stage. His writings, more often cited
than perhaps actually read, appear as excerpts and aphorisms in the writings of numerous other air
power spokesmen, advocates-and critics. Though a highly controversial figure, the very controversy
that surrounds him offers to us a testimonial of the value and depth of his work, and the need for
airmen today to become familiar with his thought. The progressive development of air power to the
point where, today, it is more correct to refer to aerospace power has not outdated the notions of
Douhet in the slightest In fact, in many ways, the kinds of technological capabilities that we enjoy as
a global air power provider attest to the breadth of his vision. Douhet, together with Hugh “Boom”
Trenchard of Great Britain and William “Billy” Mitchell of the United States, is justly recognized as
one of the three great spokesmen of the early air power era. This reprint is offered in the spirit of
continuing the dialogue that Douhet himself so perceptively began with the first edition of this book,
published in 1921. Readers may well find much that they disagree with in this book, but also much
that is of enduring value. The vital necessity of Douhet’s central vision-that command of the air is all
important in modern warfare-has been proven throughout the history of wars in this century, from
the fighting over the Somme to the air war over Kuwait and Iraq.
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