a historian is examining religions role in
history

A Historian is Examining Religion's Role in
History: Unpacking the Divine Thread in Human
Affairs

By Dr. Eleanor Vance, PhD

Dr. Eleanor Vance is a renowned historian specializing in the intersection of religious belief
and political power. Her work has been published extensively in leading academic journals,
and she is the author of the critically acclaimed "Faith and the Forge: Religion's Impact on
the Industrial Revolution."

Published by: Oxford University Press, a leading academic publisher known for its rigorous
peer-review process and commitment to scholarly excellence.

Edited by: Professor Thomas Ashton, PhD, a distinguished historian with over 20 years of
experience in editing and publishing works on religious studies and historical analysis.

Keywords: A historian is examining religion's role in history, religion and history, religious
history, history of religion, impact of religion, religion's influence, religious conflict, religious
tolerance, secularization, faith and power.

Introduction: Untangling the Complex Tapestry

A historian is examining religion's role in history is not merely an academic exercise; it's a
crucial endeavor that unveils the foundational elements of human civilization. Religion, in
its myriad forms, has been a powerful force shaping societies, sparking wars, inspiring art,
and driving both progress and oppression throughout recorded time. This article delves into
the multifaceted ways a historian is examining religion's role in history, highlighting the
implications for understanding our past and navigating our present.

Religion as a Catalyst for Social Change

A historian is examining religion's role in history often discovers its pivotal function in social
transformations. From the abolitionist movement fueled by Christian ideals to the rise of
liberation theology challenging oppressive regimes, religious beliefs have consistently
motivated individuals and groups to challenge existing power structures. The Reformation,
for example, was not merely a theological dispute; it fundamentally reshaped the political
landscape of Europe, leading to wars and the emergence of new nation-states. By



meticulously studying primary sources such as religious texts, sermons, and personal
accounts, historians uncover the intricate relationship between religious doctrine and social
action.

Religion as a Source of Conflict and Violence

However, a historian is examining religion's role in history also confronts its darker side.
Religious differences have frequently ignited brutal conflicts, from the Crusades to the more
recent conflicts in the Middle East. Understanding these conflicts requires a nuanced
approach, recognizing that religious beliefs often intersect with political, economic, and
ethnic factors. A historian must move beyond simplistic narratives of "religious war" to
explore the complex interplay of motivations and the ways in which religion was used to
justify violence and oppression.

Religion as a Foundation for Culture and Art

A historian is examining religion's role in history will inevitably encounter its profound
influence on artistic expression and cultural development. The magnificent cathedrals of
Europe, the intricate mandalas of Tibet, and the soaring melodies of Gregorian chant all
bear testament to the inspirational power of religious belief. Religious narratives have
provided the framework for countless literary works, musical compositions, and visual arts,
enriching human culture and providing a lens through which to understand human
experience. Studying these artifacts allows for a deeper comprehension of the cultural
values and beliefs prevalent in specific historical periods.

Religion and the Rise of Modernity

The relationship between religion and the rise of modernity is another key area of inquiry
for a historian is examining religion's role in history. The Enlightenment, with its emphasis
on reason and scientific inquiry, challenged traditional religious authority, leading to
processes of secularization in many parts of the world. However, religion did not simply
disappear; instead, it adapted and transformed, giving rise to new religious movements and
interpretations. Analyzing this dynamic interaction helps us understand the ongoing tension
between faith and reason in contemporary society.

The Methodology of Religious Historical Research

A historian is examining religion's role in history utilizes a variety of methods to interpret
religious phenomena. These include textual analysis of religious documents, archaeological
investigation of religious sites, sociological studies of religious communities, and
anthropological research into religious practices. The historian must also be acutely aware
of their own biases and perspectives, ensuring that their interpretation is informed by
rigorous research and a critical understanding of the historical context. Furthermore,
understanding the historical context of religious texts is crucial to avoid anachronistic
interpretations and to fully appreciate the nuances of religious beliefs and practices in their
own time.



The Ongoing Relevance of Religious History

The study of religious history is not confined to the past; it holds profound implications for
understanding the present. In a world characterized by religious diversity and conflict, a
deep understanding of the historical roots of religious beliefs and practices is essential for
promoting tolerance, peace, and intercultural dialogue. A historian is examining religion's
role in history contributes significantly to this crucial task by providing a framework for
understanding the complex dynamics of religious belief and its impact on society.

Conclusion: The Enduring Legacy

A historian is examining religion's role in history reveals a complex and multifaceted story -
one filled with both triumph and tragedy, progress and oppression, faith and doubt. By
meticulously analyzing religious texts, artifacts, and social structures, historians shed light
on the enduring influence of religion on human societies, informing our understanding of
the past and providing valuable insights for navigating the challenges of the present. The
pursuit of such historical understanding is crucial for fostering tolerance, empathy, and a
more just and peaceful world.

FAQs

1. What are the primary sources used by historians studying religion? Primary sources
include religious texts (e.g., the Bible, Quran, Torah), religious art, personal diaries
and letters, official church records, and archaeological finds associated with religious
practices.

1. How do historians address potential biases in their research on religion? Historians
strive for objectivity by employing critical analysis, considering multiple perspectives,
and acknowledging their own biases. They also utilize diverse methodologies and
sources to triangulate their findings.

1. What is the difference between religious history and the history of religions? Religious
history often focuses on the role of religion in a specific historical period or context,
while the history of religions takes a broader comparative approach, examining the
development and diversity of religious beliefs and practices across different cultures
and time periods.

1. How does studying religious history contribute to interfaith dialogue? Understanding
the historical context of different religions can foster empathy and appreciation for
diverse beliefs, contributing to constructive interfaith dialogue and cooperation.



1. What are some of the ethical considerations involved in studying religious history?
Historians must be sensitive to the potential for misrepresentation or offense when
studying religious beliefs and practices. Respectful and nuanced interpretation is
crucial.

1. How has the study of religious history changed over time? The study of religious
history has evolved from a primarily theological approach to a more interdisciplinary
one, incorporating methods from sociology, anthropology, and other fields.

1. What are some of the current debates in the field of religious history? Current debates
include the relationship between religion and secularization, the role of religion in
global politics, and the challenges of studying religion in a post-secular world.

1. How can religious history be taught effectively in schools? Religious history should be
taught in a way that is objective, inclusive, and sensitive to the diverse religious
backgrounds of students. It should also emphasize critical thinking and the
development of historical literacy.

1. What are the career prospects for historians specializing in religious history?
Historians specializing in religious history can pursue careers in academia, museums,
archives, and cultural institutions. They can also work as consultants, writers, or public
historians.

Related Articles

1. "The Crusades: A Reassessment": This article examines the historical context of the
Crusades, challenging traditional narratives and exploring the complex motivations
and consequences of these religious wars.

1. "The Reformation and the Rise of Nation-States": This piece analyzes the political and
social impact of the Reformation, demonstrating how religious reform led to
fundamental shifts in European power structures.



1. "Religion and the Abolitionist Movement": This article explores the role of religious
beliefs in the fight against slavery, highlighting the ways in which faith inspired
activists and fueled social change.

1. "Liberation Theology and its Impact on Latin America": This study examines the
development and influence of liberation theology, a theological movement that sought
to address social injustice and poverty.

1. "The History of Religious Tolerance in Europe": This article traces the evolution of
religious tolerance in Europe, highlighting both periods of persecution and progress
towards greater religious freedom.

1. "The Role of Religion in the American Civil Rights Movement": This article analyzes the
pivotal role of religious institutions and beliefs in the struggle for racial equality in the
United States.

1. "Religion and Colonialism": This piece explores the complex relationship between
religion and colonialism, examining how religious beliefs were used to justify imperial
expansion and oppression.

1. "The Rise of New Religious Movements": This article examines the emergence of new
religious movements in the modern era, analyzing their origins, beliefs, and societal
impact.

1. "Secularization and its Discontents": This study explores the process of secularization
in modern society, questioning whether the decline of religious influence is as
widespread and irreversible as some have argued.

a historian is examining religions role in history: The Business Turn in American Religious
History Amanda Porterfield, Darren E. Grem, John Corrigan, 2017 Business has received little



attention in American religious history, although it has profound implications for understanding the
sustained popularity and ongoing transformation of religion in the United States. This volume offers
a wide ranging exploration of the business aspects of American religious organizations. The authors
analyze the financing, production, marketing, and distribution of religious goods and services and
the role of wealth and economic organization in sustaining and even shaping worship, charity,
philanthropy, institutional growth, and missionary work. Treating religion and business holistically,
their essays show that American religious life has always been informed by business practices.
Laying the groundwork for further investigation, the authors show how American business has
functioned as a domain for achieving religious goals. Indeed they find that religion has historically
been more powerful when interwoven with business. Chapters on Mormon enterprise, Jewish
philanthropy, Hindu gurus, Native American casinos, and the wedding of business wealth to
conservative Catholic social teaching demonstrate the range of new studies stimulated by the
business turn in American religious history. Other chapters show how evangelicals joined neo-liberal
economic practice and right-wing politics to religious fundamentalism to consolidate wealth and
power, and how they developed marketing campaigns and organizational strategies that transformed
the American religious landscape. Included are essays exposing the moral compromises religious
organizations have made to succeed as centers of wealth and influence, and the religious beliefs that
rationalize and justify these compromises. Still others examine the application of business practices
as a means of sustaining religious institutions and expanding their reach, and look at controversies
over business practices within religious organizations, and the adjustments such organizations have
made in response. Together, the essays collected here offer new ways of conceptualizing the
interdependence of religion and business in the United States, establishing multiple paths for
further study of their intertwined historical development.

a historian is examining religions role in history: Before Religion Brent Nongbri,
2013-01-22 Examining a wide array of ancient writings, Brent Nongbri dispels the commonly held
idea that there is such a thing as ancient religion. Nongbri shows how misleading it is to speak as
though religion was a concept native to pre-modern cultures.

a historian is examining religions role in history: Encyclopedia of Historians and Historical
Writing Kelly Boyd, 2019-10-09 The Encyclopedia of Historians and Historical Writing contains over
800 entries ranging from Lord Acton and Anna Comnena to Howard Zinn and from Herodotus to
Simon Schama. Over 300 contributors from around the world have composed critical assessments of
historians from the beginning of historical writing to the present day, including individuals from
related disciplines like Juirgen Habermas and Clifford Geertz, whose theoretical contributions have
informed historical debate. Additionally, the Encyclopedia includes some 200 essays treating the
development of national, regional and topical historiographies, from the Ancient Near East to the
history of sexuality. In addition to the Western tradition, it includes substantial assessments of
African, Asian, and Latin American historians and debates on gender and subaltern studies.

a historian is examining religions role in history: Religion in the Modern American West
Ferenc Morton Szasz, 2002-01-01 When Americans migrated west, they carried with them not only
their hopes for better lives but their religious traditions as well. Yet the importance of religion in the
forging of a western identity has seldom been examined. In this first historical overview of religion in
the modern American West, Ferenc Szasz shows the important role that organized religion played in
the shaping of the region from the late-nineteenth to late-twentieth century. He traces the major
faiths over that time span, analyzes the distinctive response of western religious institutions to
national events, and shows how western cities became homes to a variety of organized faiths that
cast only faint shadows back east. While many historians have minimized the importance of religion
for the region, Szasz maintains that it lies at the very heart of the western experience. From the
1890s to the 1920s, churches and synagogues created institutions such as schools and hospitals that
shaped their local communities; during the Great Depression, the Latter-day Saints introduced their
innovative social welfare system; and in later years, Pentecostal groups carried their traditions to
the Pacific coast and Southern Baptists (among others) set out in earnest to evangelize the Far West.




Beginning in the 1960s, the arrival of Asian faiths, the revitalization of evangelical Protestantism,
the ferment of post-Vatican II Catholicism, the rediscovery of Native American spirituality, and the
emergence of New Age sects combined to make western cities such as Los Angeles and San
Francisco among the most religiously pluralistic in the world. Examining the careers of key figures
in western religion, from Rabbi William Friedman to Reverend Robert H. Schuller, Szasz balances
specific and general trends to weave the story of religion into a wider social and cultural context.
Religion in the Modern American West calls attention to an often overlooked facet of regional history
and broadens our understanding of the American experience.

a historian is examining religions role in history: Gods and Demons, Priests and Scholars
Bruce Lincoln, 2015-07-09 Bruce Lincoln is one of the most prominent advocates within religious
studies for an uncompromisingly critical approach to the phenomenon of religion—historians of
religions, he believes, should resist the preferred narratives and self-understanding of religions
themselves, especially when their stories are endowed with sacred origins and authority. In Gods
and Demons, Priests and Scholars, Lincoln assembles a collection of essays that both illustrates and
reveals the benefits of his methodology, making a case for a critical religious studies that starts with
skepticism but is neither cynical nor crude. The book begins with Lincoln’s “Theses on Method” and
ends with “The (Un)discipline of Religious Studies,” in which he unsparingly considers the failings of
uncritical and nonhistorical approaches to the study of religions. In between, Lincoln presents new
examinations of problems in ancient religions and relates these cases to larger comparative themes.
While bringing to light important features of the formation of pantheons and the constructions of
demons, chaos, and the dead, Lincoln demonstrates that historians of religions should take religious
things—inspired scriptures, sacred centers, salvific rites, communities graced by divine favor—as
the theories of interested humans that shape perception, community, and experiences. As he shows,
it is for their terrestrial influence, and not their sacred origins, that religious phenomena merit
consideration by the historian. Tackling many questions central to religious study, Gods and
Demons, Priests and Scholars will be a touchstone for the history of religions in the twenty-first
century.

a historian is examining religions role in history: Teaching Global History Alan ]. Singer,
2012-04-27 Teaching Global History challenges prospective and beginning social studies teachers to
formulate their own views about what is important to know in global history and why. It explains
how to organize the curriculum around broad social studies concepts and themes and student
questions about humanity, history, and the contemporary world. All chapters include lesson ideas, a
sample lesson plan with activity sheets, primary source documents, and helpful charts, graphs,
photographs, and maps. High school students’ responses are woven in throughout. Additional
material corresponding to each chapter is posted online at http://people.hofstra.edu/alan j singer.
The traditional curriculum tends to highlight the Western heritage, and to race through epochs and
regions, leaving little time for an in-depth exploration of concepts and historical themes, for the
evaluation of primary and secondary sources, and for students to draw their own historical
conclusions. Offering an alternative to such pre-packaged textbook outlines and materials, this text
is a powerful resource for promoting thoughtful reflection and debate about what the global history
curriculum should be and how to teach it.

a historian is examining religions role in history: Science and Religion Yves Gingras,
2017-06-16 Today we hear renewed calls for a dialogue between science and religion: why has the
old question of the relations between science and religion now returned to the public domain and
what is at stake in this debate? To answer these questions, historian and sociologist of science Yves
Gingras retraces the long history of the troubled relationship between science and religion, from the
condemnation of Galileo for heresy in 1633 until his rehabilitation by John Paul II in 1992. He
reconstructs the process of the gradual separation of science from theology and religion, showing
how God and natural theology became marginalized in the scientific field in the eighteenth and
nineteenth centuries. In contrast to the dominant trend among historians of science, Gingras argues
that science and religion are social institutions that give rise to incompatible ways of knowing,




rooted in different methodologies and forms of knowledge, and that there never was, and cannot be,
a genuine dialogue between them. Wide-ranging and authoritative, this new book on one of the
fundamental questions of Western thought will be of great interest to students and scholars of the
history of science and of religion as well as to general readers who are intrigued by the new and
much-publicized conversations about the alleged links between science and religion.

a historian is examining religions role in history: The Blackwell Companion to Religion
in America Philip Goff, 2010-03-25 This authoritative and cutting edge companion brings togethera
team of leading scholars to document the rich diversity andunique viewpoints that have formed the
religious history of theUnited States. A groundbreaking new volume which represents the
firstsustained effort to fully explain the development of Americanreligious history and its creation
within evolving political andsocial frameworks Spans a wide range of traditions and movements,
from theBaptists and Methodists, to Buddhists and Mormons Explores topics ranging from religion
and the media,immigration, and piety, though to politics and social reform Considers how American
religion has influenced and beeninterpreted in literature and popular culture Provides insights into
the historiography of religion, butpresents the subject as a story in motion rather than a snapshot
ofwhere the field is at a given moment

a historian is examining religions role in history: Soldier, Priest, and God F. S. Naiden,
2019 This is the first life of Alexander the Great to explore his religious experience, to put his
experience in Egypt and Asia on a par with his Macedonian upbringing and Greek education, and to
explain how the European conqueror became a Moslem saint--

a historian is examining religions role in history: Studying Religion Russell McCutcheon,
2018-11-12 Widely used as a primer, a class text, or just a provocation to critical thinking, Studying
Religion clearly explains the methods and theories employed in the academic study of religion by
tackling the problem of how we define religion. Written for newcomers to the field, its chapters
explore the three main ways in which religion is defined and, along the way, also considers a range
of related topics, from the history and functions of religion to public discourse on religion, religion in
the courts, and the classification of religions. The works of classic and contemporary scholars—from
Karl Marx and Sigmund Freud to Bruce Lincoln and Wendy Doniger—are analyzed and explored in
its readable chapters and detailed supporting materials. Studying Religion represents a shift away
from the traditional world religions approach and, instead, invites readers to consider how they
divide up, name, and come to know the world around them. Thoroughly revised throughout, this
second edition now includes a significantly expanded glossary, summaries of technical terms and
global case studies at the end of each chapter, and additional biographies of key scholars mentioned.
This book will be invaluable to all students of religious studies—whether in the introductory class or
as an example of an alternative way of approaching the field.

a historian is examining religions role in history: Modern World History Jackson ].
Spielvogel, 1998

a historian is examining religions role in history: The Global History Reader Bruce Mazlish,
Akira Iriye, 2005 Review: The Global History Reader is essential reading for all students with an
interest in learning more about this definitive new area of historical study.--BOOK JACKET

a historian is examining religions role in history: History of the Rise and Influence of the
Spirit of Rationalism in Europe William Edward Hartpole Lecky, 1866

a historian is examining religions role in history: Sources and Methods in African History
Toyin Falola, Christian Jennings, 2004 An overview of the ongoing methods used to understand
African history. Spurred in part by the ongoing re-evaluation of sources and methods in research,
African historiography in the past two decades has been characterized by the continued branching
and increasing sophistication of methodologies and areas of specialization. The rate of incorporation
of new sources and methods into African historical research shows no signs of slowing. This book is
both a snapshot of current academic practice and an attempt to sort throughsome of the problems
scholars face within this unfolding web of sources and methods. The book is divided into five
sections, each of which begins with a short introduction by a distinguished Africanist scholar. The




first sectiondeals with archaeological contributions to historical research. The second section
examines the methodologies involved in deciphering historically accurate African ethnic identities
from the records of the trans-Atlantic slave trade. The third section mines old documentary sources
for new historical perspectives. The fourth section deals with the method most often associated with
African historians, that of drawing historical data from oral tradition. Thefifth section is devoted to
essays that present innovative sources and methods for African historical research. Together, the
essays in this cutting-edge volume represent the current state of the art in African historical
research. Toyin Falola is the Jacob and Frances Sanger Mossiker Chair in the Humanities and
University Distinguished Teaching Professor at the University of Texas at Austin. Christian Jennings
is a Doctoral Candidatein History at the University of Texas at Austin.

a historian is examining religions role in history: Religions in Asian America Pyong Gap
Min, Jung Ha Kim, 2001-12-18 The flux of Asian immigration over the last 35 years has deeply
altered the United States' religious landscape. But neither social scientists nor religious scholars
have fully appreciated the impact of these growing communities. And Asian immigrant religious
communities are significant to the study of American religion not only because there are more than
ten million Asian Americans. Asian American religions differ substantially from models drawn from
European religions, pushing for new wider understandings. Religions in Asian America provides a
comprehensive overview of the religious practices of Chinese, Filipino, Indian, Korean, Japanese,
Vietnamese, Cambodian, and Laotian Americans. How these new communities work through issues
of gender, race, transnationalism, income disparities and social service, and the passing along an
ethnic identity to the next generation make up the common themes that reach across essays about
the varying communities. The first sociological overview of Asian American religions, Religions in
Asian America is necessary reading for those interested in Asians, ethnicity, immigration or religion
in the United States.

a historian is examining religions role in history: Hoosier Philanthropy Gregory R.
Witkowski, 2022-11-01 The first in-depth history of philanthropy in Indiana. Philanthropy has been
central to the development of public life in Indiana over the past two centuries. Hoosier Philanthropy
explores the role of philanthropy in the Hoosier state, showing how voluntary action within Indiana
has created and supported multiple visions of societal good. Featuring 15 articles, Hoosier
Philanthropy charts the influence of different types of nonprofit Hoosier organizations and people,
including foundations, service providers, volunteers, and individual donors.

a historian is examining religions role in history: History: A Very Short Introduction John
Arnold, 2000-02-24 Starting with an examination of how historians work, this Very Short
Introduction aims to explore history in a general, pithy, and accessible manner, rather than to delve
into specific periods.

a historian is examining religions role in history: The Notion of "religion" in Comparative
Research Ugo Bianchi, 1994 Nel 1990 si tenne a Roma il XVI Congresso del I.A.H.R. che ebbe come
tema la nozione di religione. Venne particolarmente analizzato 1'uso di tale termine da parte degli
studiosi di lingua europea nei rapporti con le culture non europee e viceversa.

a historian is examining religions role in history: Politics as Religion Emilio Gentile,
2006-07-23 Publisher Description

a historian is examining religions role in history: Tantra Hugh B. Urban, 2012 Bhadriraju
Krishnamurti (1928) is Professor and Head of the department of Linguistics at Osmania University,
Hyderabad. He received a B.A. (Hons.) Degree (1948) in Telugu language and literature at Andhra
University Waltair and an M.A. (1955) and Ph.D. (1957) in linguistics from the university of
Pennsylvania U.S.A.

a historian is examining religions role in history: Aryan Idols Stefan Arvidsson, 2006-09-15
Critically examining the discourse of Indo-European scholarship over the past two hundred years,
Aryan Idols demonstrates how the interconnected concepts of “Indo-European” and “Aryan” as
ethnic categories have been shaped by, and used for, various ideologies. Stefan Arvidsson traces the
evolution of the Aryan idea through the nineteenth century—from its roots in Bible-based




classifications and William Jones’s discovery of commonalities among Sanskrit, Latin, and Greek to
its use by scholars in fields such as archaeology, anthropology, folklore, comparative religion, and
history. Along the way, Arvidsson maps out the changing ways in which Aryans were imagined and
relates such shifts to social, historical, and political processes. Considering the developments of the
twentieth century, Arvidsson focuses on the adoption of Indo-European scholarship (or
pseudoscholarship) by the Nazis and by Fascist Catholics. A wide-ranging discussion of the
intellectual history of the past two centuries, Aryan Idols links the pervasive idea of the
Indo-European people to major scientific, philosophical, and political developments of the times,
while raising important questions about the nature of scholarship as well.

a historian is examining religions role in history: Alternative Krishnas Guy L. Beck,
2012-02-01 Krishna—widely venerated and adored in the Hindu tradition—is a deity of many
aspects. An ancient manifestation of the Supreme God Vishnu, or the Godhead itself, Krishna is the
bringer of Yoga philosophy and the creator of the universe, the destroyer of evil tyrants, and the
hero of the epic Mahabharata. He is also described in classical Sanskrit texts as having human
characteristics and enjoying very human pursuits: Krishna is the butter thief, cowherd, philanderer,
and flute player. Yet even these playful depictions are based upon descriptions found in the Sanskrit
canon, and mostly reflect familiar, classical Pan-Indian images. In this book, contributors examine
the alternative, or unconventional, Krishnas, offering examples from more localized Krishna
traditions found in different regions among various ethnic groups, vernacular language traditions,
and remote branches of Indian religions. These wide-ranging, alternative visions of Krishna include
the Tantric Krishna of Bengal, Krishna in urban women's rituals, Krishna as monogamous husband
and younger brother in Braj, Krishna in Jainism, Krishna in Marathi tradition, Krishna in South India,
and the Krishna of nineteenth-century reformed Hinduism.

a historian is examining religions role in history: Langston's Salvation Wallace D. Best,
2019-02-01 Winner of the 2018 Award for Excellence in the Study of Religion in Textual Studies,
presented by the American Academy of Religion 2018 Outstanding Academic Title, given by Choice
Magazine A new perspective on the role of religion in the work of Langston Hughes Langston's
Salvation offers a fascinating exploration into the religious thought of Langston Hughes. Known for
his poetry, plays, and social activism, the importance of religion in Hughes’ work has historically
been ignored or dismissed. This book puts this aspect of Hughes work front and center, placing it
into the wider context of twentieth-century American and African American religious cultures. Best
brings to life the religious orientation of Hughes work, illuminating how this powerful figure helped
to expand the definition of African American religion during this time. Best argues that contrary to
popular perception, Hughes was neither an avowed atheist nor unconcerned with religious matters.
He demonstrates that Hughes’ religious writing helps to situate him and other black writers as
important participants in a broader national discussion about race and religion in America. Through
a rigorous analysis that includes attention to Hughes’s unpublished religious poems, Langston’s
Salvation reveals new insights into Hughes’s body of work, and demonstrates that while Hughes is
seen as one of the most important voices of the Harlem Renaissance, his writing also needs to be
understood within the context of twentieth-century American religious liberalism and of the larger
modernist movement. Combining historical and literary analyses with biographical explorations of
Langston Hughes as a writer and individual, Langston’s Salvation opens a space to read Langston
Hughes’ writing religiously, in order to fully understand the writer and the world he inhabited.

a historian is examining religions role in history: The Insider/Outsider Problem in the Study
of Religion Russell T. McCutcheon, 1999-03-07 Thirty classic and contemporary readings - from such
writers as Kant, Hume, Schleiermacher, and Otto, to Ninian Smart, Mircea Eliade, Karen
McCarthy-Brown, and Wendy Doniger.

a historian is examining religions role in history: Taocism and the Arts of China Stephen
Little, Shawn Eichman, Kristofer Shipper, Patricia Buckley Ebrey, 2000-01-01 A celebration of Taoist
art traces the influence of philosophy on the visual arts in China.

a historian is examining religions role in history: Encyclopedia of Religion in America



Charles H. Lippy, Peter W. Williams, 2010-06-01 A multidisciplinary examination of religion in
American life Encyclopedia of Religion in America examines how religious history and practices are
woven into the political, social, cultural, and historical landscape of North America. This
authoritative four-volume reference work explains the origins, development, adaptation, influence,
and interrelations of the many faiths practiced, including major world religions, new religious sects,
cults, and religious movements that originated or had an influence in the United States. Edited by
well-known experts in the field, the Encyclopedia covers all the significant religious denominations
and movements that have originated or flourished in North America, from the beginning of European
settlement to the present day. The broad multidisciplinary coverage includes the religious life of
indigenous peoples, specific aspects of religious life, and the relationship of political, social,
economic, and cultural spheres. Topics include: Religion as an influential force in the U.S. Methods
of worship Religion and politics Homosexuality and religion African American religion Arts and
architecture Church-state issues Education Environment and ecology Ethnicity Evangelicals Faiths
Gay and lesbian issues Historical overviews Immigration Media (new and old) Megachurches
Movements and denominations New religious movements Popular religion and culture Race and
racism Religious thought Religious Right Rites Role of women Terrorism and war Encyclopedia of
Religion in America is an essential resource for students and scholars researching issues in a wide
variety of social science disciplines, from American history to cultural studies, political science,
gender studies, psychology of religion, and more. It reflects new scholarly research and
interpretation that have emerged over the last two decades, as well as significant new areas of
study, such as post-9/11 America, the role of gays and lesbians in church, gender, and the role of the
evangelicals in American political life.

a historian is examining religions role in history: Category formation and the history of
religions Robert D. Baird, 2018-12-03 Since its founding by Jacques Waardenburg in 1971, Religion
and Reason has been a leading forum for contributions on theories, theoretical issues and agendas
related to the phenomenon and the study of religion. Topics include (among others) category
formation, comparison, ethnophilosophy, hermeneutics, methodology, myth, phenomenology,
philosophy of science, scientific atheism, structuralism, and theories of religion. From time to time
the series publishes volumes that map the state of the art and the history of the discipline.

a historian is examining religions role in history: African Pentecostalism from African
Perspectives Ezra Chitando,

a historian is examining religions role in history: The Rise and Fall of the Religious Left L.
Benjamin Rolsky, 2019-11-12 For decades now, Americans have believed that their country is deeply
divided by “culture wars” waged between religious conservatives and secular liberals. In most
instances, Protestant conservatives have been cast as the instigators of such warfare, while religious
liberals have been largely ignored. In this book, L. Benjamin Rolsky examines the ways in which
American liberalism has helped shape cultural conflict since the 1970s through the story of how
television writer and producer Norman Lear galvanized the religious left into action. The creator of
comedies such as All in the Family and Maude, Lear was spurred to found the liberal advocacy group
People for the American Way in response to the rise of the religious right. Rolsky offers engaged
readings of Lear’s iconic sitcoms and published writings, considering them as an expression of what
he calls the spiritual politics of the religious left. He shows how prime-time television became a
focus of political dispute and demonstrates how Lear’s emergence as an interfaith activist catalyzed
ecumenical Protestants, Catholics, and Jews who were determined to push back against
conservatism’s ascent. Rolsky concludes that Lear’s political involvement exemplified religious
liberals’ commitment to engaging politics on explicitly moral grounds in defense of what they saw as
the public interest. An interdisciplinary analysis of the definitive cultural clashes of our fractious
times, The Rise and Fall of the Religious Left foregrounds the foundational roles played by popular
culture, television, and media in America’s religious history.

a historian is examining religions role in history: Deep History, Secular Theory Luther
Martin, 2014-05-21 Over the course of his career, Luther H. Martin has primarily produced articles



rather than monographs. This approach to publication has given him the opportunity to experiment
with different methodological approaches to an academic study of religion, with updates to and
different interpretations of his field of historical specialization, namely Hellenistic religions, the
subject of his only monograph (1987). The contents of this collected volume represent Martin's shift
from comparative studies, to socio-political studies, to scientific studies of religion, and especially to
the cognitive science of religion. He currently considers the latter to be the most viable approach for
a scientific study of religion within the academic context of a modern research university. The
twenty-five contributions collected in this volume are selected from over one hundred essays,
articles, and book chapters published over a long and industrious career and are representative of
Martin's work over the past two decades.

a historian is examining religions role in history: African Religions Douglas Thomas,
Temilola Alanamu, 2018-12-01 This book supplies fundamental information about the diverse
religious beliefs of Africa, explains central tenets of the African worldview, and overviews various
forms of African spiritual practices and experiences. Africa is an ancient land with a significant
presence in world history—especially regarding the history of the United States, given the ethnic
origins of a substantial proportion of the nation's population. This book presents a broad range of
information about the diverse religious beliefs of Africa that serves to describe the beliefs, practices,
deities, sacred places, and creation stories of African religions. Readers will learn about key forms of
spiritual practices and experiences, such as incantations and prayer, dance as worship, and spirit
possession, all of which pepper African American religious experiences today. The entries also
discuss central tenets of the African worldview—for example, the belief that humankind is not to
fight nature, but to integrate into the natural environment. This volume is specifically written to be
highly accessible to students. It provides a much-needed source of connections between the religious
traditions and practices of African Americans and those of the people of the continent of Africa.
Through these connections, this work will inspire tolerance of other religions, traditions, and
backgrounds. The included selection of primary documents provides users first-hand accounts of
African religious beliefs and practices, serving to promote critical thinking skills and support
Common Core State Standards.

a historian is examining religions role in history: The Columbia Guide to Religion in
American History Paul Harvey, Edward Blum, 2012-02-14 The first guide to American religious
history from colonial times to the present, this anthology features twenty-two leading scholars
speaking on major themes and topics in the development of the diverse religious traditions of the
United States. These include the growth and spread of evangelical culture, the mutual influence of
religion and politics, the rise of fundamentalism, the role of gender and popular culture, and the
problems and possibilities of pluralism. Geared toward general readers, students, researchers, and
scholars, The Columbia Guide to Religion in American History provides concise yet broad surveys of
specific fields, with an extensive glossary and bibliographies listing relevant books, films, articles,
music, and media resources for navigating different streams of religious thought and culture. The
collection opens with a thematic exploration of American religious history and culture and follows
with twenty topical chapters, each of which illuminates the dominant questions and lines of inquiry
that have determined scholarship within that chapter's chosen theme. Contributors also outline
areas in need of further, more sophisticated study and identify critical resources for additional
research. The glossary, American Religious History, A-Z, lists crucial people, movements, groups,
concepts, and historical events, enhanced by extensive statistical data.

a historian is examining religions role in history: The Routledge Companion to Religion and
Popular Culture John C. Lyden, Eric Michael Mazur, 2015-03-27 Religion and popular culture is a
fast-growing field that spans a variety of disciplines. This volume offers the first real survey of the
field to date and provides a guide for the work of future scholars. It explores: key issues of definition
and of methodology religious encounters with popular culture across media, material culture and
space, ranging from videogames and social networks to cooking and kitsch, architecture and
national monuments representations of religious traditions in the media and popular culture,



including important non-Western spheres such as Bollywood This Companion will serve as an
enjoyable and informative resource for students and a stimulus to future scholarly work.

a historian is examining religions role in history: The Living Church , 1982

a historian is examining religions role in history: The World's Religions Peter B. Clarke,
Peter Beyer, 2009-05-07 This comprehensive volume focuses on the world's religions and the
changes they have undergone as they become more global and diverse in form. It explores the
religions of the world not only in the regions with which they have been historically associated, but
also looks at the new cultural and religious contexts in which they are developing. It considers the
role of migration in the spread of religions by examining the issues raised for modern societies by
the increasing interaction of different religions. The volume also addresses such central questions as
the dynamics of religious innovation which is evidenced in the rise and impact of new religious and
new spirituality movements in every continent.

a historian is examining religions role in history: A Companion to Applied Philosophy
Kasper Lippert-Rasmussen, Kimberley Brownlee, David Coady, 2016-09-19 Applied philosophy has
been a growing area of research for the last 40 years. Until now, however, almost all of this research
has been centered around the field of ethics. A Companion to Applied Philosophy breaks new
ground, demonstrating that all areasof philosophy, including epistemology, metaphysics, philosophy
of science, and philosophy of mind, can be applied, and are relevant to questions of everyday life.
This perennial topic in philosophy provides an overview of these various applied philosophy
developments, highlighting similarities and differences between various areas of applied philosophy,
and examining the very nature of this topic. It is an area to which many of the towering figures in
the history of philosophy have contributed, and this timely Companion demonstrates how various
historical contributions are actually contributions within applied philosophy, even if they are not
traditionally seen as such. The Companion contains 42 essays covering major areas of philosophy;
the articles themselves are all original contributions to the literature and represent the state of the
art on this topic, as well as offering a map to the current debates.

a historian is examining religions role in history: The Pitcher is Broken Gosta Werner
Ahlstrom, Steven Winford Holloway, Lowell K. Handy, 1995-01-01 This is a volume of tributes and
essays in memory of Gsta W. Ahlstrm, Professor of Old Testament in the Divinity School and Near
Eastern Languages and Civilizations Department of the University of Chicago. Nineteen essays
written by former students and colleagues deal with the history and archaeology of Iron Age
Palestine and the ancient Near East, the Deuteronomistic History, and the history of Old Testament
studies. Six tributes read at his memorial service, his final bibliography and a list of the dissertations
he chaired combine to yield a montage of the scholar as teacher, character, and friend.

a historian is examining religions role in history: Societies, Religion, and History Rhonda
M. Gonzales, 2009 Scholars often equate a Swahili presence with the moment history began on the
Tanzanian central coast. In this book, Rhonda M. Gonzales proposes an altogether different and
more comprehensive narrative. Societies, Religion, and History is the first study to apply historical
linguistic methods to the Bantu-speaking peoples of the coastal and interior regions of central east
Tanzania, individuals and communities who later became part of the Swahili world. The Seuta and
Ruvu Bantu societies were entrenched along the coast and interior of Tanzania for centuries before
Swahili-speaking populations expanded their towns and settlements southward along the East
African coastline. Making use of historical linguistics, the findings of cutting-edge archaeologists,
ethnographic sources, and her own extensive field research, Gonzales unfolds a historical panorama
of thriving societies engaged in vibrant cross-cultural exchange and prosperous regional and
transoceanic networks. According to Gonzales, scholars need to integrate these communities into
their stories if they are to compose a full and satisfying history of central eastern Tanzania.
Recovering this history requires close attention to the happenings of the interior, often misleadingly
referred to--and treated--as hinterland. Toward that end, Gonzales combines a challenging range of
historical resources to build a long-term history of the social, cultural, and religious beliefs and
practices of the region as they have developed over the past 2,000 years.



a historian is examining religions role in history: God's Almost Chosen Peoples George C.
Rable, 2010-11-29 Throughout the Civil War, soldiers and civilians on both sides of the conflict saw
the hand of God in the terrible events of the day, but the standard narratives of the period pay scant
attention to religion. Now, in God's Almost Chosen Peoples, Lincoln Prize-winning historian George
C. Rable offers a groundbreaking account of how Americans of all political and religious persuasions
used faith to interpret the course of the war. Examining a wide range of published and unpublished
documents--including sermons, official statements from various churches, denominational papers
and periodicals, and letters, diaries, and newspaper articles--Rable illuminates the broad role of
religion during the Civil War, giving attention to often-neglected groups such as Mormons,
Catholics, blacks, and people from the Trans-Mississippi region. The book underscores religion's
presence in the everyday lives of Americans north and south struggling to understand the meaning
of the conflict, from the tragedy of individual death to victory and defeat in battle and even the
ultimate outcome of the war. Rable shows that themes of providence, sin, and judgment pervaded
both public and private writings about the conflict. Perhaps most important, this volume--the only
comprehensive religious history of the war--highlights the resilience of religious faith in the face of
political and military storms the likes of which Americans had never before endured.

a historian is examining religions role in history: Hidden Religion Micah Issitt, Carlyn
Main, 2014-09-16 Covering secret societies, mysterious ancient traditions, and the often-mistaken
history of the world's religious symbols, this book takes readers on a tour through the fascinating
world of religious symbolism and reveals the most mysterious and misunderstood facets of religion.
Hidden Religion: The Greatest Mysteries and Symbols of the World's Religious Beliefs not only
explores the history and origins of widely recognizable symbols, like the Christian cross and the Star
of David, but also introduces readers to more obscure symbols from religious traditions around the
world—even defunct ones like those of the ancient Aztec and Mayan societies. In addition, the book
discusses the religious secrets found in the major religions, including secret societies of Christianity,
Judaism, Islam, and Buddhism. Containing more than 170 entries, the encyclopedia is organized by
religious category, such as Abrahamic, East Asian, and African Diasporic religions, then
alphabetically within each category. Each entry is prefaced with a short introduction that explains
where and when the religious tradition originated and describes the religion today. This information
is followed by an analysis of the historical development and use of symbols along with an explanation
of connections between symbols used by different religions, such as shared astrological symbolism
in the form of moon, sun, or star motifs.

Additional Resources

Historian - Wikipedia

A historian is a person who studies and writes about the past and is regarded as an
authority on it. [1] Historians are concerned with the continuous, methodical narrative and
research of past ...

What is a Hi . | How Do You E Sne? | Norwicl
To be a historian is to develop and test hypotheses, gather applicable data, and publish
subsequent research. People in this field may have to travel and work long hours when ...

Historians : Occupational Outlook Handbook: : U.S. Bureau of ...
Apr 18, 2025 - Historians conduct research and analysis for governments, businesses,
individuals, nonprofits, historical associations, and other organizations.

What is a Historian? Historians are scholars who study and interpret the past, examining



historical records, events, and developments to understand and explain human societies'
evolution over ...

What Is a Historian and How Do You Become One? (With Skills)

Mar 26, 2025 - Learning about the skills of a historian and the roles they can fulfill can help
you prepare for a career in the field. In this article, we discuss what a historian is, explain
what ...

What Is the Role of the Historian? — History News Network

Feb 4, 2025 - What Is the Role of the Historian? Rethinking the job of history — and the
American Historical Association — after the veto of the Gaza “scholasticide” resolution. by
Barbara ...

How to Become a Historian - Salary, Qualification, Skills ...

A historian studies and interprets past events using sources like documents, artefacts, and
oral histories. They conduct research, preserve historical materials, write scholarly content,
and ...

Historian Career Profile | Job Description, Salary, and ...

Historians research, analyze, interpret, and write about the past by studying historical
documents and sources. Historians typically do the following: Historians conduct research
and analysis for ...

HISTORIAN Definition & Meaning - Merriam-Webster
The meaning of HISTORIAN is a student or writer of history; especially : one who produces a
scholarly synthesis. How to use historian in a sentence.

Historian - Definition, Types, Work Area - Research Method

Mar 25, 2024 - A historian is a scholar who studies, interprets, and analyzes past events,
cultures, and societies through primary and secondary sources. By examining historical
records, ...

Historical Method in the Study of Religion
attention on two questions which history is incapable of answering - those of the origin and
nature of religion. The only thing history can tell ...

A Hi f World Societies Vol l

"A History of World Societies, Volume 1" provides a foundational understanding of human
civilization's evolution from its earliest roots to ...

The Role of Religion in Contemporary S...
surrounding the role of religion in fostering or challenging social harmony. KEYWORDS:
religion in society, social cohesion, cultural identity, ...

History: The Meaning and Role ...
THE MEANING AND ROLE OF HISTORY IN HUMAN DEVELOPMENT - History: The Meaning and
Role of History in Human ...

Examining religion through a function...
ones. In the late 1960s, the historian of religion Ninian Smart (1968) presented a set of
classifications based on six dimensions. Three ...
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