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A Guide Book of Morgan Silver Dollars: The
Ultimate Collector's Resource

Author: Q. David Bowers. Bowers is a highly respected numismatist, author, and expert on
United States coinage, particularly renowned for his extensive knowledge of Morgan silver
dollars. His decades of experience, coupled with his prolific writing on the subject, make
him ideally suited to author a guide book of Morgan silver dollars. He's contributed to
numerous publications and is considered a leading authority in the field.

Publisher: Whitman Publishing. Whitman Publishing is a well-established and reputable
publisher specializing in books on coins, stamps, and other collectibles. Their long history
and commitment to accuracy and detail make them a trusted source for numismatic
information. Their publications, including a guide book of Morgan silver dollars, are
frequently used by both novice and experienced collectors.

Editor: While the specific editor for each edition of a guide book of Morgan silver dollars
may vary, the editorial team at Whitman Publishing typically consists of experienced
numismatists who rigorously fact-check and ensure the accuracy of the information
presented. This process is crucial for a resource like a guide book of Morgan silver dollars,
which is relied upon by collectors for accurate pricing and grading information.

1. Introduction: Why Choose A Guide Book of Morgan
Silver Dollars?

A guide book of Morgan silver dollars, often considered the bible for Morgan dollar
collectors, provides a comprehensive resource for understanding, identifying, and valuing
these iconic coins. This guidebook isn't just a price list; it's a deep dive into the history,
mintage, design variations, and condition grading of Morgan silver dollars, making it
indispensable for both beginners and seasoned numismatists. Its success stems from its
clear presentation of complex information, making it accessible to a wide audience.

2. Historical Context: The Morgan Dollar's Legacy

The Morgan dollar, minted from 1878 to 1904 (with a brief resumption in 1921), holds a
significant place in American numismatic history. A guide book of Morgan silver dollars
meticulously details this history, including the political and economic factors that
influenced its creation, its role in the Bland-Allison Act, and its eventual demise. The book
also explores the significant impact of the coin's design, by George T. Morgan, on
American art and culture. Understanding this historical context enhances the appreciation
of each coin, allowing collectors to connect with the story behind each piece. Data within
the book often cites primary sources like mint records, providing verifiable evidence for
the information presented.



3. Design Variations and Mint Marks: A Collector's Eye
for Detail

A guide book of Morgan silver dollars highlights the subtle yet crucial variations in the
coin's design across different mints and years. These variations, including die cracks,
subtle design differences, and even the position of mint marks (CC for Carson City, S for
San Francisco, O for New Orleans, and P for Philadelphia), significantly impact a coin's
value. The book provides detailed illustrations and descriptions of these variations,
assisting collectors in accurately identifying and cataloging their collections. The use of
high-quality images and clear explanations is key to this guide's effectiveness. Research
findings on the prevalence of specific die varieties are often backed by data from major
numismatic databases and auction records.

4. Grading and Condition: Determining Value

The condition of a Morgan silver dollar is paramount in determining its value. A guide
book of Morgan silver dollars offers a clear explanation of the Sheldon grading scale (from
Poor 1 to Mint State 70), a standard used in numismatic grading. The book includes
numerous photographs illustrating coins at different grade levels, allowing collectors to
learn to assess the condition of their own coins more accurately. This practical approach is
crucial for making informed buying and selling decisions. This section often references
market trends and historical sales data to show the correlation between grade and price.

5. Rarity and Mintage Figures: Unveiling the Scarce
Gems

Understanding the mintage figures for each year and mint mark is crucial in determining
the rarity of a specific Morgan silver dollar. A guide book of Morgan silver dollars provides
comprehensive mintage data, allowing collectors to identify scarce and highly valuable
coins. The book explains how factors like surviving mintage and preservation impact a
coin's rarity and subsequent market value. Data is often presented in tables and charts for
easy comparison and analysis. The accuracy of this data is paramount, and the book relies
on official mint records and widely accepted numismatic research.

6. Pricing and Market Trends: Navigating the
Numismatic Landscape

Pricing is a key component of a guide book of Morgan silver dollars. However, it's crucial
to understand that the values presented are estimates based on market trends and are not
fixed prices. The guide acknowledges this and provides context by discussing factors that
influence pricing, such as coin condition, rarity, market demand, and current economic
conditions. By analyzing historical price data, a guide book of Morgan silver dollars assists
collectors in understanding market fluctuations and making informed decisions.



7. Counterfeits and Error Coins: Recognizing
Authenticity

Protecting collectors from fraudulent activity is essential. A guide book of Morgan silver
dollars addresses this by including sections on identifying counterfeit coins and
recognizing error coins. It offers visual guides and detailed descriptions of common
counterfeiting techniques, as well as examples of error varieties, providing the tools to
assess authenticity. This section is particularly valuable for beginners who might be more
vulnerable to purchasing counterfeit coins. The book emphasizes the importance of
purchasing from reputable dealers.

8. Building and Maintaining a Collection: Practical
Advice

Beyond identification and valuation, a guide book of Morgan silver dollars offers practical
advice on building and maintaining a collection. This includes suggestions on storing coins
properly to prevent damage, cleaning and handling techniques, and resources for further
research. This aspect makes the guide a comprehensive tool, not just for identification and
valuation but also for long-term care of a valuable collection.

9. Conclusion

A Guide Book of Morgan Silver Dollars stands as an invaluable resource for anyone
interested in this iconic American coin. Its blend of historical context, detailed
descriptions, accurate grading guidelines, and market insights makes it an essential
companion for collectors of all levels. The book’s success lies in its ability to synthesize
complex information into an accessible and informative format, making the world of
Morgan silver dollars both understandable and exciting. The credibility of its author,
publisher, and editorial process further solidify its position as the definitive guide in the
field.

FAQs

What is the difference between a proof and a business strike Morgan dollar? Proof1.
coins are struck on special planchets and are highly polished, resulting in a mirror-
like finish. Business strike coins are those made for general circulation and lack the
polished finish.

How can I determine the value of my Morgan silver dollar? The value is heavily1.
dependent on grade and rarity. Use a guide book of Morgan silver dollars to
determine the grade and consult price guides and auction results for current market
values.



Where can I find reputable dealers to buy Morgan silver dollars? Reputable coin1.
dealers are often members of professional numismatic organizations. Check online
forums and seek recommendations from other collectors.

Are all Morgan silver dollars worth a lot of money? No, the value varies greatly1.
depending on condition, year, and mint mark. Common dates in circulated condition
may be worth only slightly more than their silver content.

How should I store my Morgan silver dollars to protect them? Store them individually1.
in air-tight holders or flips to prevent damage from oxidation and scratching.

What are some common counterfeit characteristics of Morgan dollars? Counterfeits1.
often lack the fine detail and sharp strike of genuine coins. Look for inconsistencies
in the design and metal composition.

What is the significance of the CC mint mark on a Morgan dollar? The CC mint mark1.
designates that the coin was minted at the Carson City mint, making it often more
valuable than coins from other mints due to lower mintage figures.

Is it safe to clean my Morgan silver dollars? No, cleaning a Morgan silver dollar will1.
usually diminish its value. The natural patina is part of its history and condition.

What is the best way to learn more about Morgan silver dollars beyond a guide book1.
of Morgan silver dollars? Join a local coin club, attend coin shows, and utilize online
numismatic resources and databases.

Related Articles:

The History of the Morgan Dollar: From Bland-Allison Act to Modern Collecting: A1.
detailed overview of the historical context surrounding the Morgan dollar’s creation



and its impact on American currency.

Identifying Morgan Dollar Mint Marks and Their Significance: A deep dive into the1.
various mint marks found on Morgan dollars and their impact on value and rarity.

A Beginner's Guide to Grading Morgan Silver Dollars: A simplified guide to1.
understanding the Sheldon grading scale and its application to Morgan dollars,
making it accessible to new collectors.

The Rarest Morgan Dollars and Their Market Value: A comprehensive analysis of the1.
scarcest Morgan dollar varieties and their historical price trends.

Spotting Counterfeit Morgan Silver Dollars: A Collector's Guide to Authentication:1.
Detailed techniques and visuals to help collectors identify fraudulent coins.

Investing in Morgan Silver Dollars: A Guide for Beginners: Tips and strategies for1.
building a profitable Morgan dollar collection.

The Art of George T. Morgan and Its Influence on the Morgan Dollar Design: An1.
exploration of the artist behind the iconic coin and the design’s enduring appeal.

Morgan Dollar Error Coins: Varieties, Values, and Rarities: A catalog of common and1.
rare error coins and their significance to collectors.

Preserving Your Morgan Silver Dollar Collection: Proper Storage and Handling1.
Techniques: Guidance on the best practices for long-term preservation of a Morgan
dollar collection.



  a guide book of morgan silver dollars: A Guide Book of Morgan Silver Dollars Q. David
Bowers, 2005-03 Americans love to collect the beautiful Morgan silver dollar! No other coin conjures
up so much of the romance and history of the United States. In this second edition of his bestselling
book, noted numismatic historian Q. David Bowers offers an engaging portrait of the country's most
popular classic coin. You'll learn what to look for when you buy, how to grade your coins, and tips to
become a smart collector. A Guide Book of Morgan Silver Dollars, 2nd Edition also includes a
thorough market analysis for each date and mintmark, plus a new section on never-circulated
pattern coins.
  a guide book of morgan silver dollars: A Guide Book of Morgan Silver Dollars, 6th
Edition Q. David Bowers, 2018-10-09 In the sixth edition of A Guide Book of Morgan Silver Dollars,
Q. David Bowers offers an engaging portrait of the country's most popular classic coin. You'll learn
what to look for when you buy, how to grade your coins, how to cherrypick varieties, and ways to
become a smarter collector. The pricing, text, and certified population data have been edited and
updated. The world of collecting Morgan dollars is full of the kind of historical intrigue that makes
up any legend, said professional numismatist Adam Crum in his foreword, with roots reaching deep
into the mines of the Comstock Lode and into the minds of numismatic scholars and collectors alike.
The sixth edition includes a history of the silver dollar dating back to the 1790s, and chapters on the
Morgan dollar's design, its minting process, the five mints that struck the coin from 1878 to 1921,
and Treasury hoards and other accumulations. Collectors benefit from advice on ways to collect
Morgan dollars; grading and the marketp
  a guide book of morgan silver dollars: A Guide Book of Morgan Silver Dollars Q. David
Bowers, 2007 Provides a detailed history and pricing information on silver dollar coins minted in the
United States, featuring full-color images of the coins, and provides tips and advice for collectors on
buying, grading, and related topics.
  a guide book of morgan silver dollars: Guide Book of Morgan Silver Dollars 7th Edition
Q. David Bowers, 2022-09-20 In the seventh edition of A Guide Book of Morgan Silver Dollars, Q.
David Bowers offers an engaging portrait of the country's most popular classic coin. You'll learn
what to look for when you buy, how to grade your coins, how to cherrypick varieties, and ways to
become a smarter collector.
  a guide book of morgan silver dollars: The Comprehensive Catalogue and Encyclopedia
of U. S. Morgan and Peace Silver Dollars Leroy C. Van Allen, A. George Malis, 2016-02-20 Silver
dollars, sometimes known as standards or cartwheels, have had a long and unsettled existence.
Morgan silver dollars were minted continuously from 1878 to 1904, but in quantities that fluctuated
wildly from year-to-year. Then they were minted again for a year in 1921. The history of the US
silver dollar is intricately tied to specific acts of congress, changes in America's political climate, and
the availability of silver throughout history. Add the various discrepancies between mints and dies
and you've got a fascinating and complex numismatic story. This book is the most thorough and
detailed reference to date on Morgan and Pearce silver dollars. Including innumerable die varieties
and in-depth historical context, The Comprehensive Catalogue and Encyclopedia of U.S. Morgan and
Peace Silver Dollars is the only silver-dollar reference book that fully explores the politics and
culture surrounding the coins. There is a chapter devoted to detailing every legislative act of
Congress that affected silver dollar coinage, and another dedicated to carefully describing the
century-old silver-dollar minting process-from mining to striking. With descriptions and photos of
over 800 Morgan die varieties and extensive discussions of error coins and the design process, this
book is the only truly complete guide to Morgan and Peace silver dollars.
  a guide book of morgan silver dollars: Comprehensive Catalog and Encyclopedia of Morgan
& Peace Dollars Leroy Van Allen, A. George Mallis, 2023-05-15 An Encyclopedia of Morgan & Peace
Dollars to include dates, mintages, the minting process and assignment of VAM (Van Allen/Mallis)
numbers and nomenclature to obverse and reverse die pairs. Illustrated with information on proofs
and patterns. The definite reference!
  a guide book of morgan silver dollars: 1878 P 7 Tail Feather Morgan Dollar Attribution



Guide Leroy Van Allen, 2024-07-24 This is the definitive reference for attributing 1878 7TF
(Philadelphia) VAM Morgan silver dollar varieties. Authored by Leroy C. Van Allen who is considered
the father of Morgan silver dollars with his opus, The Comprehensive Catalog and Encyclopedia of
Morgan & Peace Silver Dollars, and edited by noted silver dollar expert, Michael S. Fey, Ph.D., this
book has extensive descriptions and photos of the known 1878 7TF die pair varieties that were
struck by the U.S. mint. Common varieties as well as rare die varieties worth substantial premiums
are listed in this book and easy to attribute. It's quite possible that one of your silver dollars
currently worth about $30 in 2024 could be a rare die variety worth thousands of dollars. You would
not know unless you compared your silver dollar to the pictures given in this book. A must have
reference for collectors, investors and dealers in silver dollars. Morgan silver dollars are perhaps the
most popular and collected type coin in numismatics today.
  a guide book of morgan silver dollars: Comprehensive Catalog and Encyclopedia of Morgan
and Peace Dollars Leroy C. Van Allen, George Mallis, 1997-08-01 All known varieties of the Morgan
and Peace silver dollars are covered in this guide. Their availability and price have made them one of
the most widely collected silver dollars in contemporary collecting and investing.
  a guide book of morgan silver dollars: A Buyer's Guide to Silver Dollars and Trade Dollars of
the United States Q. David Bowers, 1997-09-01 This book offers an in-depth chronological survey of
every dollar minted in the United States, coin-by-coin collecting tips and insights, and a thoughtful
review and history for each dollar type. From the commonly collected Morgan dollar and the ultra
rare early dollar of 1794 to the Sacagawea 'golden' dollars, this book covers it all! A year-by-year
analysis provides current pricing, mintage figures, estimated surviving specimens, and prices
realized at auction. Now with over 200 full size color images, this book is an indispensable asset for
every coin collector.
  a guide book of morgan silver dollars: A Buyer's Guide to Silver Dollars and Trade
Dollars of the United States Q. David Bowers, 2006-10 This book offers an in-depth chronological
survey of every silver dollar type, including pricing, mintages, and estimated populations,
complimented by a thoughtful review of these authentic coins' histories. From the most commonly
collected Morgan dollar to the silver dollar's counterpart, the trade dollar, and a new chapter on the
golden Sacagawea, John Dannreuther's fully updated edition of Q. David Bowers' original work
highlights the progress of this famous part of American coinage.
  a guide book of morgan silver dollars: A Guide Book of U. S. Coins, Limited Edition
2005 R. S. Yeoman, 2004
  a guide book of morgan silver dollars: Heritage Long Beach, CA U.S. Auction #1125 ,
  a guide book of morgan silver dollars: A Guide Book of United States Coins Richard S.
Yeoman, 2003 Also included are detailed listings of Colonial coins, from 1616 to the opening of the
federal mint in 1792; and all United States coins; including early American coins and tokens; early
mint issues; regular mint issues; proofs; private; state and territorial gold; and silver and gold
commemorative issues.
  a guide book of morgan silver dollars: In Search of Morgan Dollar Rarity Tony Richardson,
2024-05-28 In Search of Morgan Dollar Rarity explores the rarity of certain circulated and
uncirculated Morgan Silver Dollars as it relates to their respective original mintage, total population,
and availability as a percentage of total population. Based on my research, the Overall Combined
Rarity Ranking will reveal the rareness of the dates/mintmarks of the Morgan Dollar series, which
will allow you, the sophisticated collector, the opportunity to make an informed decision as to which
dates/mintmarks to prioritize from a rarity, historical and monetary perspective.
  a guide book of morgan silver dollars: The Official Red Book of United States Coins R. S.
Yeoman, 1995-07 Directory of the coins that are, or have been, in use in the United States, with
information on how to determine each coin's condition and lists of average retail values.
  a guide book of morgan silver dollars: A Guide Book of United States Coins , 1993
  a guide book of morgan silver dollars: The Official Investors Guide to Buying and
Selling Silver Dollars Marc Hudgeons, 1986-12



  a guide book of morgan silver dollars: Warman's Coins And Paper Money Allen G.
Berman, 2008-12-03 The only single-volume guide to valuation and identification of coins, medals,
tokens and paper money of the world. This is undoubtedly the best reference available for beginning
coin collectors. Anyone with an interest in coins or paper money will appreciate the helpful,
comprehensive, and easy-to-follow format of this book - the hobby's best introductory volume.
Thorough, well-researched and well-illustrated, this book attempts to give readers a taste of all
areas, including U.S., world and ancient coins, as well as tokens, medals, proof and mint sets,
fractional and postal currency, paper money and checks. From the most-recognized publishers of
numismatic references, as well as the source of all Warman's antique and collectibles book, this
guide is a great value.
  a guide book of morgan silver dollars: A Buyer's Guide to Silver Dollars and Trade Dollars of
the United States Q. David Bowers, 2006-10 This book offers an in-depth chronological survey of
every silver dollar type, including pricing, mintages, and estimated populations, complimented by a
thoughtful review of these authentic coins' histories. From the most commonly collected Morgan
dollar to the silver dollar's counterpart, the trade dollar, and a new chapter on the golden
Sacagawea, John Dannreuther's fully updated edition of Q. David Bowers' original work highlights
the progress of this famous part of American coinage.
  a guide book of morgan silver dollars: A Guide Book of United States Coins R. S. Yeoman,
2007-04 Fully illustrated catalog and retail valuation list -- 1616 to date.
  a guide book of morgan silver dollars: Comprehensive Catalog and Encyclopedia of
Morgan & Peace Dollars Leroy C. Van Allen, A. George Mallis, Pete R. Bishal, 1997 All known
varieties of the Morgan and Peace silver dollars are covered in this guide. Their availability and
price have made them one of the most widely collected silver dollars in contemporary collecting and
investing.
  a guide book of morgan silver dollars: A Guide Book of United States Coins, 1997 Richard S.
Yeoman, 1996 Detailed photographs provide identification and grading of United States coins from
1616 to 1997, includes price guides, a history of mintage records and coinage, guidelines on grading
standards, and sections on mint errors, Civil War issues, and U.S. bullion coins.
  a guide book of morgan silver dollars: A Guide Book of United States Coins, 1985
Richard S. Yeoman, 1984
  a guide book of morgan silver dollars: Heritage Numismatic Auctions US Coin Auction
Catalog #1117 Mark Van Winkle, 2008-09
  a guide book of morgan silver dollars: A Guide Book of United States Coins 2007 R. S.
Yeoman, 2006-04 More than 700 new full-color photographs, updated mintages and coin values, new
auction records, additional pattern pieces, expanded coverage of Civil War tokens, and the latest
commemoratives, sets, and other coins.
  a guide book of morgan silver dollars: A Guide Book of United States Coins, 1986
Richard S. Yeoman, 1985
  a guide book of morgan silver dollars: Guide Book of United States Coins Richard S.
Yeoman, 1986-07
  a guide book of morgan silver dollars: Comprehensive Catalog and Encyclopedia of
Morgan and Peace Dollars Leroy C. Van Allen, George Mallis, 1997-08-01 All known varieties of
the Morgan and Peace silver dollars are covered in this guide. Their availability and price have made
them one of the most widely collected silver dollars in contemporary collecting and investing.
  a guide book of morgan silver dollars: 1961 A Guide Book of United States Coins R.S.
Yeoman, 1960
  a guide book of morgan silver dollars: The Official Blackbook Price Guide to United
States Coins 2015, 53rd Edition Thomas E. Hudgeons, Jr., 2014-06-10 For over fifty years, The
Official Blackbook Price Guide to United States Coins has been the bestselling sourcebook for
collectors. Filled with the most current values and the latest market reports, this updated edition has
all the information you need to become a knowledgeable coin collector. Features Include: • Over



18,000 prices • Values for every U.S. coin ever minted • An updated market review that traces
current trends in collecting and investing • Hundreds of coin illustrations and a fast-find index for
easy identification • Extensive information on buying, selling, and grading coins at auction, online,
and through the mail
  a guide book of morgan silver dollars: The Numismatist , 1904 Vols. 24-52 include the
proceedings of the A.N.A. convention. 1911-39.
  a guide book of morgan silver dollars: HNAI Platinum US Coin Auction Catalog #1128,
Pre-ANA, Los Angeles, CA Mark Van Winkle, 2009-07
  a guide book of morgan silver dollars: HNAI Dallas Auction Catalog Ivy Press, 2006-10
  a guide book of morgan silver dollars: Heritage Numismatic Auctions, Dallas Signature
Auction Catalog #360 Volume 2 Ivy Press, 2004-12
  a guide book of morgan silver dollars: Hard Money Shayne McGuire, 2010-10-05 An
in-depth guide to making gold a serious part of your portfolio Gold, the long forgotten store of value
that was once the center of the global financial system, suddenly matters a great deal again. It has
become a leading asset by virtue of its strong performance, and its booming demand has made it the
only financial asset that remains in an uninterrupted bull market. And yet gold remains one of the
least-owned financial assets in investment portfolios today. Hard Money helps investors move
beyond the simple, yet widely accepted notion that gold makes sense in today's financial
environment, and explores ways to magnify potential investment returns driven by precious metals.
This reliable resource examines the investment vehicles (bullion, stocks, derivatives, and even rare
coins) and strategies (aggressive, conservative, passive, and variations) aimed at beating the price of
gold as it rises, and ways to protect a portfolio should the metal decline. Identifies five key drivers
that should continue to push gold higher in the years ahead Explores the ins and outs of investing in
gold and making this precious metal a part of your portfolio Examines the pros and cons of multiple
ways to buy gold via coins, ETFs, mining and royalty stocks, and other investment vehicles Author
Shayne McGuire is a highly-regarded expert on gold Written in a straightforward and accessible
style, Hard Money offers key strategies to enhancing returns with new methods for investing in gold.
  a guide book of morgan silver dollars: Buy Gold Now S. McGuire, 2008-05-23 Masterfully
researched, and written in a straightforward style, Buy Gold Now makes a case for buying gold as
protection against the rising risks of an unprecedented global currency crisis and as a profitable
investment vehicle. Divided into five comprehensive parts, this reliable resource examines our
country’s current financial situation from a historical perspective and addresses some of the
alarming issues that many economists are currently pointing to with concern.
  a guide book of morgan silver dollars: A Guide Book of United States Coins 2006 R. S.
Yeoman, 2005-06 A brief history of American coinage, early American coins and tokens, early mint
issues, regular mint issues, proofs, private, state and territorial gold, silver and gold commemorative
issues.
  a guide book of morgan silver dollars: The Complete Investor's Guide to Silver Dollar
Investing Dick A. Reed, 1982
  a guide book of morgan silver dollars: HNAI CSNS Rosemont, Il, Queller Collection of Silver
Dollars Auction Catalog #1104 Mark Van Winkle, 2008-03
  a guide book of morgan silver dollars: HNAI US Coin ANA Baltimore Signature Auction
Catalog #1114 Mark Van Winkle, 2008-06
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