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Introduction: Deconstructing the Legend in "A General History of
the Pyrates"

Captain Charles Johnson's A General History of the Pyrates (1728), despite its questionable authorship and
inherent biases, remains a cornerstone in the study of piracy's Golden Age. This critical analysis explores the
lasting impact of A General History of the Pyrates on contemporary understandings of piracy, examining both
its historical accuracy and its influence on the enduring popular fascination with the subject. While often
romanticized, A General History of the Pyrates provides invaluable insight, albeit filtered through the lens of
its time, offering a complex picture rarely reflected in modern pirate fiction.

The Historical Accuracy and Biases of A General History of the
Pyrates

A General History of the Pyrates is not without its flaws. Its accuracy is frequently challenged due to the
likely conflation of multiple pirate careers into single figures and embellishments to heighten the dramatic
effect. Johnson's sources were often secondhand, leading to inaccuracies and the perpetuation of myths. The
book reflects the prevailing societal attitudes towards pirates, depicting them as brutal criminals while
simultaneously showcasing their rebellious spirit and, in some cases, surprising codes of conduct. This complex
portrayal, however unintentionally, shaped public perception for centuries. The work's inherent biases are
evident in its focus on the "infamous" aspects of piracy, largely ignoring the perspectives of the victims and the
broader socio-economic context of the era. The book served a specific purpose: to instill fear and justify the
harsh suppression of piracy by the British Empire. Understanding these inherent biases is crucial to interpreting A
General History of the Pyrates effectively.

A General History of the Pyrates and the Construction of the
"Pirate Myth"

Despite its shortcomings, A General History of the Pyrates played a pivotal role in establishing the enduring
"pirate myth." The book's vivid accounts of daring exploits, buried treasure, and rebellious figures fuelled
centuries of popular imagination. The romanticized image of the pirate – a rugged individualist defying authority



– has become entrenched in popular culture, shaping everything from novels and films to video games and tourist
attractions. This image, largely crafted by A General History of the Pyrates, frequently overshadows the
brutal reality of piracy and its devastating impact on merchant shipping and the lives of countless victims.

The Enduring Legacy: A General History of the Pyrates and Modern
Scholarship

While the romanticized aspects of A General History of the Pyrates have permeated popular culture, academic
scholarship has increasingly sought to provide a more nuanced and balanced understanding of the era. Modern
historians utilize A General History of the Pyrates as a primary source, but critically assess its accuracy
and biases in conjunction with other historical records, archaeological evidence, and archival research. This
critical approach allows for a richer understanding of the social, economic, and political factors that
contributed to the rise and fall of piracy in the 17th and 18th centuries. The book, therefore, serves as both a
historical document and a catalyst for further investigation.

A General History of the Pyrates and Contemporary Trends in
Popular Culture

The enduring appeal of A General History of the Pyrates is reflected in its continued influence on modern
popular culture. The iconic image of the pirate, shaped by Johnson's narrative, remains a powerful symbol in
various media. From the Pirates of the Caribbean franchise to countless video games and novels, the
romanticized pirate continues to captivate audiences. However, there is a growing trend toward a more
historically grounded portrayal of pirates in popular media, acknowledging the brutality and complexities of
their lives. This shift reflects a broader academic influence and a greater awareness of the historical
inaccuracies and biases present in earlier depictions. While the pirate myth persists, its representation is
becoming increasingly nuanced.

Conclusion: A Continuing Dialogue

A General History of the Pyrates, despite its inherent limitations, remains a seminal work in the field of maritime
history. Its enduring influence on both popular culture and academic scholarship is undeniable. By critically
engaging with its content and understanding its historical context, we can appreciate both its contribution to
the enduring pirate myth and its value as a primary source for understanding the complex reality of 17th and
18th-century piracy. The ongoing debate surrounding the book's accuracy and its impact underscores its
significance as a historical document that continues to shape our understanding of this fascinating and often
brutal chapter of world history.

FAQs

Who actually wrote A General History of the Pyrates? The authorship is debated, with Captain1.
Charles Johnson being the most widely accepted, though likely a pseudonym.

Is A General History of the Pyrates historically accurate? While providing valuable insights, it1.
contains inaccuracies and biases reflective of its time.

How did A General History of the Pyrates shape popular perceptions of pirates? It significantly1.



contributed to the romanticized image of pirates, shaping the enduring "pirate myth."

What are the main biases present in A General History of the Pyrates? The book reflects pro-British1.
sentiments and often glorifies the actions of some pirates while ignoring the suffering of victims.

How is A General History of the Pyrates used in modern scholarship? Modern historians use it as a1.
primary source but critically analyze it alongside other evidence.

What is the impact of A General History of the Pyrates on contemporary popular culture? The book's1.
influence is evident in countless films, novels, and video games featuring pirates.

Are there any modern works that challenge the narratives presented in A General History of the1.
Pyrates? Yes, numerous academic works offer more nuanced and historically accurate accounts of
piracy.

What are the ethical considerations when using A General History of the Pyrates as a historical1.
source? It’s crucial to acknowledge the biases and potential inaccuracies and to contextualize it within
its historical circumstances.

Where can I find reliable information about the history of piracy beyond A General History of the1.
Pyrates? Reputable academic journals and books on maritime history are excellent resources.

Related Articles:

The Socioeconomic Factors Contributing to 17th-Century Piracy: Examines the political, economic, and1.
social conditions that fueled the rise of piracy during the Golden Age.

Blackbeard: Fact vs. Fiction: Separates historical reality from the legendary portrayal of the infamous1.
pirate Blackbeard, challenging the image presented in A General History of the Pyrates.

Women in Piracy: Challenging Gender Stereotypes: Investigates the roles of women in piracy, contrasting1.
them with the predominantly male-centric view presented in A General History of the Pyrates.



Pirate Codes and Social Organization: Explores the surprisingly complex social structures and codes of1.
conduct within pirate crews, challenging the notion of complete lawlessness.

The Impact of Piracy on Global Trade in the 17th and 18th Centuries: Analyses the economic1.
consequences of piracy on international commerce and trade routes.

The Role of the British Navy in the Suppression of Piracy: Examines the strategies and tactics employed1.
by the British Navy to combat piracy, contextualizing the narratives in A General History of the
Pyrates.

Pirate Ship Design and Technology: Explores the technological innovations and adaptations utilized by1.
pirates in their vessels.

The Legal and Judicial Responses to Piracy: Examines the legal frameworks and judicial processes used to1.
try and punish pirates.

Post-Golden Age Piracy: A Comparative Analysis: Compares piracy of the Golden Age with later forms1.
of piracy, such as those in the 19th and 20th centuries.

��a general history of the pyrates: A General History of The Pyrates Daniel Defoe, 2022-04-18 ‘A
General History of the Pyrates’ is a captivating account of some of history’s most notorious pirates.
The author, writing as Captain Charles Johnson, blends fiction and non-fiction to provide readers
with a most entertaining version of these iconic heroes and villains. This book was a massive success
upon its first release due to its adventurous stories filled with danger and treasure and its influence
lives on to this day as it shaped the modern view of pirates. Some of the best accounts in the book
are of the infamous Blackbeard and the trailblazing female pirates Anne Bonny and Mary Read. ‘A
General History of the Pyrates’ is the definitive story of the golden age of piracy and should be read
by fans of books such as ‘Treasure Island’ and movies such as ‘Pirates of the Caribbean’. Daniel
Defoe (1660 – 1731) is one of the most important authors in the English language. Defoe was one of
the original English novelists and greatly helped to popularise the form. Defoe was highly prolific
and is believed to have written over 300 works ranging from novels to political pamphlets. He was
highly celebrated but also controversial as his writings influenced politicians but also led to Defoe
being imprisoned. Defoe’s novels have been translated into many languages and are still read across
the globe to this day. Some of his most famous books include ‘Moll Flanders’ and ‘Robinson Crusoe’
which was adapted into a movie starring Pierce Brosnan and Damian Lewis in 1997. Defoe’s
influence on English novels cannot be understated and his legacy lives on to this day.
  a general history of the pyrates: A General History of the Pyrates Daniel Defoe, 2012-05-11
Considered the major source of information about piracy in the early 18th century, this fascinating



history by the author of Robinson Crusoe profiles the deeds of Edward (Blackbeard) Teach, Captain
Kidd, Anne Bonny, others.
  a general history of the pyrates: A General History of The Pyrates Daniel Defoe, 2021-01-01
First published in the year 1724, the present book titled 'A General History of the Pyrates' is a
historical work by English fictional writer and journalist Daniel Defoe.
  a general history of the pyrates: A General History of the Pyrates Daniel Defoe,
2016-01-01 A General History of the Pyrates From Their First Rise and Settlement in the Island of
Providence, To the Present Time By Daniel Defoe With the remarkable Actions and Adventures of the
two Female Pyrates - Mary Read and Anne Bonny; A General History of the Robberies and Murders
of the most notorious Pyrates is a 1724 book published in Britain containing biographies of
contemporary pirates, which was influential in shaping popular conceptions of pirates. It is the
prime source for the biographies of many well known pirates. Its author uses the name Captain
Charles Johnson, generally considered a pseudonym. As the Pyrates in the West-Indies have been so
formidable and numerous, that they have interrupted the Trade of Europe into those Parts; and our
English Merchants, in particular, have suffered more by their Depredations, than by the united
Force of France and Spain, in the late War: We do not doubt but the World will be curious to know
the Original and Progress of these Desperadoes, who were the Terror of the trading Part of the
World. But before we enter upon their particular History, it will not be amiss, by way of Introduction,
to shew, by some Examples drawn from History, the great Mischief and Danger which threaten
Kingdoms and Commonwealths, from the Increase of these sort of Robbers; when either by the
Troubles of particular Times, or the Neglect of Governments, they are not crush'd before they gather
Strength. It has been the Case heretofore, that when a single Pyrate has been suffered to range the
Seas, as not being worth the Notice of a Government, he has by Degrees grown so powerful, as to
put them to the Expence of a great deal of Blood and Treasure, before he was suppress'd. We shall
not examine how it came to pass, that our Pyrates in the West-Indies have continually increased till
of late; this is an Enquiry which belongs to the Legislature, or Representatives of the People in
Parliament, and to them we shall leave it. Our Business shall be briefly to shew, what from
Beginnings, as inconsiderable as these, other Nations have suffered.
  a general history of the pyrates: A General History of the Pyrates Daniel Defoe, Charles
Johnson, 2017-04-23 A General History of the Pyrates From their first rise and settlement in the
island of Providence, to the present Time By Daniel Defoe and Captain Charles Johnson A General
History of the Robberies and Murders of the most notorious Pyrates is a 1724 book published in
Britain containing biographies of contemporary pirates, which was influential in shaping popular
conceptions of pirates. Its author uses the name Captain Charles Johnson, generally considered a
pseudonym for one of London's writer-publishers. The prime source for the biographies of many well
known pirates, the book gives an almost mythical status to the more colourful characters, and it is
likely that the author used considerable licence in his accounts of pirate conversations. First
appearing in Charles Rivington's shop in London, the book sold so well that by 1726 an enlarged
fourth edition had appeared. It pandered to the British public's taste for the exotic; revelling in
graphic stories on the high seas. English naval historian David Cordingly writes: it has been said,
and there seems no reason to question this, that Captain Johnson created the modern conception of
pirates.
  a general history of the pyrates: A General History of the Pyrates Daniel Defoe, 2023-09-18
Daniel Defoe's 'A General History of the Pyrates' is a seminal work that provides a comprehensive
account of the lives and exploits of pirates during the Golden Age of Piracy. Written in a journalistic
and immersive style, Defoe's work brings to life the thrilling tales of infamous pirates such as
Blackbeard, Calico Jack, and Anne Bonny. This book not only serves as a captivating adventure
narrative but also offers valuable insights into the political and social contexts that contributed to
the rise of piracy in the 17th and 18th centuries. Defoe's meticulous research and attention to detail
make 'A General History of the Pyrates' a valuable historical resource for scholars and enthusiasts
alike. It showcases his ability to weave together factual information with vivid storytelling, making it



a timeless classic in the genre of pirate literature. Recommended for readers interested in the
history of piracy, maritime adventures, or Defoe's distinctive narrative style.
  a general history of the pyrates: A General History of the Pyrates Daniel Defoe, 2021-08-08 A
General History of the Robberies and Murders of the most notorious Pyrates was first published in
1724 in Britain, under the pseudonym of Captain Charles Johnson. Giving an almost mythical status
to the characters, this book had been influential in shaping popular conceptions of pirates.
  a general history of the pyrates: A General History of the Pyrates Daniel Defoe, 2017-10-17 A
General History of the Robberies and Murders of the most notorious Pyrates is a 1724 book
published in Britain containing biographies of contemporary pirates, which was influential in
shaping popular conceptions of pirates. Its author uses the name Captain Charles Johnson, generally
considered a pseudonym for one of London's writer-publishers. The prime source for the biographies
of many well known pirates, the book gives an almost mythical status to the more colourful
characters, and it is likely that the author used considerable licence in his accounts of pirate
conversations. The book also contains the name of the pirate flag the Jolly Roger, and shows the
skull and bones design.
  a general history of the pyrates: A General History of the Pyrates Daniel Defoe,
2017-01-06 A General History of the Robberies and Murders of the most notorious Pyrates is a 1724
book published in Britain containing biographies of contemporary pirates, which was influential in
shaping popular conceptions of pirates. Its author uses the name Captain Charles Johnson, generally
considered a pseudonym for one of London's writer-publishers. The prime source for the biographies
of many well known pirates, the book gives an almost mythical status to the more colourful
characters, and it is likely that the author used considerable licence in his accounts of pirate
conversations. The book also contains the name of the pirate flag the Jolly Roger, and shows the
skull and bones design.
  a general history of the pyrates: A General History of the Pyrates Daniel Defoe, Charles
Johnson, 2017-05-15 A General History of the Robberies and Murders of the most notorious Pyrates
is a 1724 book published in Britain containing biographies of contemporary pirates, which was
influential in shaping popular conceptions of pirates. Its author uses the name Captain Charles
Johnson, generally considered a pseudonym for one of London's writer-publishers. The prime source
for the biographies of many well known pirates, the book gives an almost mythical status to the more
colourful characters, and it is likely that the author used considerable licence in his accounts of
pirate conversations. The book also contains the name of the pirate flag the Jolly Roger, and shows
the skull and bones design.
  a general history of the pyrates: A General History of the Pyrates, from Their First Rise
and Settlement in the Island of Providence, to the Present Time Charles Johnson, 1724
  a general history of the pyrates: A General History of the Pyrates (Annotated) Daniel Defoe,
2020-03-22 Differentiated book- It has a historical context with research of the time-A general
history of the most notorious robberies and murders of the Pyrates is a 1724 book published in Great
Britain containing biographies of contemporary pirates, which influenced the shaping of popular
pirate conceptions. Its author uses the name Captain Charles Johnson, generally considered a
pseudonym for one of London's writers and publishers. The primary source for the biographies of
many well-known pirates, the book grants quasi-mythical status to the most colorful characters, and
the author has likely used considerable license in his accounts of pirate conversations. The book also
contains the name of the pirate flag Jolly Roger and shows the design of the skull and bones. First
appearing at Charles Rivington's London store, the book sold so well that a 17th expanded edition
appeared in 1726.He was pleased with the British public's taste for the exotic; enjoying graphic
stories on the high seas. English naval historian David Cordingly writes: It has been said, and there
seems to be no reason to question this, that Captain Johnson created the modern concept of pirates.
Scottish novelists Robert Louis Stevenson (author of Treasure Island) and JM Barrie (author of Peter
Pan with Captain Hook) identified Johnson's General History of the Pyrates as one of his main
influences, and Stevenson even borrowed the name of a character .



  a general history of the pyrates: A General History of the Pyrates Daniel Defoe, 2021-03-29 A
General History of the Robberies and Murders of the most notorious Pyrates is a 1724 book
published in Britain containing biographies of contemporary pirates, which was influential in
shaping popular conceptions of pirates.
  a general history of the pyrates: A General History of the Pyrates: by Daniel Defoe
Peacock Books, Daniel Defoe, 2020-07-25 A General History of the Robberies and Murders of the
most notorious Pyrates is a 1724 book published in Britain containing biographies of contemporary
pirates, which was influential in shaping popular conceptions of pirates. Its author uses the name
Captain Charles Johnson, generally considered a pseudonym for one of London's writer-publishers.
The prime source for the biographies of many well-known pirates, the book gives an almost mythical
status to the more colourful characters, and it is likely that the author used considerable licence in
his accounts of pirate conversations. The book also contains the name of the pirate flag the Jolly
Roger and shows the skull and bones design.
  a general history of the pyrates: A General History of the Lives, Murders and Adventures of
the Most Notorious Highwaymen Pub Nov 2020 Charles Johnson, 2020 Captain Charles Johnson's
celebrated 'A General History of the Pirates' (1724) is the most famous book about pirates ever
written. Buoyed by the volume's runaway success Johnson followed up with the equally engrossing
'The Lives and Adventures of the Most Famous Highwaymen' (1734) which, published here for the
first time in two centuries, provides over 50 accounts of the most notorious British criminals of the
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. These include the famous highwayman William Davis, alias
The Golden Farmer, the cross-Channel gentleman highwayman Claude du Vall, the prolific road
adventurer Old Mob and the royalist carriage raider James Hind. Johnson's volumes, featuring
fictional accounts based on factual sources, are significant as the forerunners of the real-life criminal
biography genre, and for their influence on such early novels as Defoe's 'Moll Flanders' and
Fielding's 'Jonathan Wild'. Originally published in folio size complete with fine engravings, this new
edition of 'Highwaymen' not only includes the very best of these original decorative features but also
presents a series of related illustrations, playbills, and portraits from the British Library collections.
  a general history of the pyrates: A General History of the Pyrates Daniel Defoe, Charles
Johnson, 2017-10 A General History of the Robberies and Murders of the most notorious Pyrates is a
1724 book published in Britain containing biographies of contemporary pirates, which was
influential in shaping popular conceptions of pirates. Its author uses the name Captain Charles
Johnson, generally considered a pseudonym for one of London's writer-publishers. The prime source
for the biographies of many well known pirates, the book gives an almost mythical status to the more
colourful characters, and it is likely that the author used considerable licence in his accounts of
pirate conversations. The book also contains the name of the pirate flag the Jolly Roger, and shows
the skull and bones design.
  a general history of the pyrates: A General History of the Pyrates- - from their first rise
and settlement in the island of Providence, - to the present time - The Original Classic
Edition Daniel Defoe, 2013-03-18 Finally available, a high quality book of the original classic edition
of A General History of the Pyrates- - from their first rise and settlement in the island of Providence,
- to the present time. It was previously published by other bona fide publishers, and is now, after
many years, back in print. This is a new and freshly published edition of this culturally important
work by Daniel Defoe, which is now, at last, again available to you. Get the PDF and EPUB NOW as
well. Included in your purchase you have A General History of the Pyrates- - from their first rise and
settlement in the island of Providence, - to the present time in EPUB AND PDF format to read on any
tablet, eReader, desktop, laptop or smartphone simultaneous - Get it NOW. Enjoy this classic work
today. These selected paragraphs distill the contents and give you a quick look inside A General
History of the Pyrates- - from their first rise and settlement in the island of Providence, - to the
present time: Look inside the book: Every Man who has used the West-India Trade, knows this to be
true; therefore, since we are so well acquainted with all their Motions, I cannot see why our Men of
War under a proper Regulation, may not go to the Southward, instead of lying up all the Winter



useless: But I shall proceed too far in this Enquiry, I shall therefore quit it, and say something of the
following Sheets, which the Author may venture to assure the Reader that they have one Thing to
recommend them, which is Truth; those Facts which he himself was not an Eye-Witness of, he had
from the authentick Relations of the Persons concern’d in taking the Pyrates, as well as from the
Mouths of the Pyrates themselves, after they were taken, and he conceives no Man can produce
better Testimonies to support the Credit of any History. ...This Beginning was mean and
inconsiderable, having but two or three Ships, and a few Men, with which they cruised about the
Greek Islands, taking such Ships as were very ill arm’d or weakly defended; however, by the taking
of many Prizes, they soon increased in Wealth and Power: The first Action of their’s which made a
Noise, was the taking of Julius Cæsar, who was as yet a Youth, and who being obliged to fly from the
Cruelties of Sylla, who sought his Life, went into Bithinia, and sojourned a while with Nicomedes,
King of that Country; in his Return back by Sea, he was met with, and taken, by some of these
Pyrates, near the Island of Pharmacusa: These Pyrates had a barbarous Custom of tying their
Prisoners Back to Back and throwing them into the Sea; but, supposing Cæsar to be some Person of
a high Rank, because of his purple Robes, and the Number of his Attendants, they thought it would
be more for their Profit to preserve him, in hopes of receiving a great Sum for his Ransom; therefore
they told him he should have his Liberty, provided he would pay them twenty Talents, which they
judg’d to be a very high Demand, in our Money, about three thousand six hundred Pounds Sterling;
he smiled, and of his own Accord promised them fifty Talents; they were both pleased, and surpriz’d
at his Answer, and consented that several of his Attendants should go by his Direction and raise the
Money; and he was left among these Ruffians with no more than 3 Attendants. ...At length his
Attendants return’d with his Ransom, which he paid, and was discharged; he sail’d for the Port of
Miletum, where, as soon as he was arriv’d, he used all his Art and Industry in fitting out a Squadron
of Ships, which he equipp’d and arm’d at his own Charges; and sailing in Quest of the Pyrates, he
surpriz’d them as they lay at Anchor among the Islands, and took those who had taken him before,
with some others; the Money he found upon them he made Prize of, to reimburse his Charges, and
he carry’d the Men to Pergamus or Troy, and there secured them in Prison: In the mean Time, he
apply’d himself to Junius, then Governor of Asia, to whom it belonged to judge and de
  a general history of the pyrates: A General History of the Pyrates Daniel Defoe,
2021-04-15 a general history of the pyrates From Daniel Defoe
  a general history of the pyrates: A General History of the Pyrates: a General History of
the Robberies and Murders of the Most Notorious Pyrates Maisha Books, Daniel Defoe,
2019-05-22 A General History of the Robberies and Murders of the most famous Pyrates is a 1724
book distributed in Britain containing life stories of contemporary privateers, which was powerful in
forming mainstream originations of privateers.
  a general history of the pyrates: A General History of the Robberies and Murders of the
Most Notorious Pirates Charles Johnson, 2002 This is a print of the 1927 reissued 4th edition of A
General History of the Pirates- enhanced by the Arthur L. Hayward's editorial touches.
  a general history of the pyrates: Black Flags, Blue Waters: The Epic History of America's
Most Notorious Pirates Eric Jay Dolin, 2018-09-18 With surprising tales of vicious mutineers,
imperial riches, and high-seas intrigue, Black Flags, Blue Waters is “rumbustious enough for the
adventure-hungry” (Peter Lewis, San Francisco Chronicle). Set against the backdrop of the Age of
Exploration, Black Flags, Blue Waters reveals the surprising history of American piracy’s “Golden
Age” - spanning the late 1600s through the early 1700s - when lawless pirates plied the coastal
waters of North America and beyond. “Deftly blending scholarship and drama” (Richard Zacks),
best-selling author Eric Jay Dolin illustrates how American colonists at first supported these
outrageous pirates in an early display of solidarity against the Crown, and then violently opposed
them. Through engrossing episodes of roguish glamour and extreme brutality, Dolin depicts the star
pirates of this period, among them the towering Blackbeard, the ill-fated Captain Kidd, and sadistic
Edward Low, who delighted in torturing his prey. Upending popular misconceptions and cartoonish
stereotypes, Black Flags, Blue Waters is a “tour de force history” (Michael Pierce, Midwestern



Rewind) of the seafaring outlaws whose raids reflect the precarious nature of American colonial life.
  a general history of the pyrates: A General History of the Pirates Daniel Defoe, Nathaniel
Mist, Woodes Rogers, John Atkins, Charles Johnson, 2017-11-24 This is a remarkable blend of fact
and fiction depicting pirate lives in the Golden Age of Piracy.You will be engrossed and entertained
by this historical treasure depicting bands of brothers sailing their wooden ships through sun and
storm, their robberies on the high seas, forgotten islands, their lofty political ideals and their
inexcusable appetite for murder and rape. These vivid stories of the scoundrel outlaws and their
bloody deeds, they have captivated readers for centuries, and will keep doing so for centuries to
come. Nowhere before or after has the waterways been so infested with crime, as to almost have its
perpetrators form a republic of their own.In this latest edition from 2017 pirate scholar Johan
Franzén, Master of Arts in Comparative Literature and General History from the Åbo Akademi
University, sheds new light on this historical account. His research is here for the first time made
available to the broad public, and it comes with valuable insights into the controversial attribution of
authorship, and the problems arising when using this work as a source in historical research. This
edition includes volume one and two plus the additions made to volume two
  a general history of the pyrates: A General History of the Pyrates: From their firstd of
Providence to the Present time Daniel Defoe, 2016-08-16 A General History of the Robberies and
Murders of the most notorious Pyrates is a 1724 book published in Britain containing biographies of
contemporary pirates,[1] which was influential in shaping popular conceptions of pirates. It is the
prime source for the biographies of many well known pirates.[2] Its author uses the name Captain
Charles Johnson, generally considered a pseudonym.
  a general history of the pyrates: A General History of the Pirates Daniel Defoe, Charles
Johnson, 1927
  a general history of the pyrates: A General History of the Pyrates Daniel Defoe, 2019-10-10
Originally published (the first part) in 1724 with the signature of Captain Charles Johnson
pseudonym behind which it was hidden, as has been known long after, Robinson Crusoe author
Daniel Defoe, General history of pirates begins with the biographies of Seventeen notable English
pirates of the time (Avery, Mary Read, Blackbeard ...), accompanied by general considerations about
piracy, its dangers to nations, its causes and possible remedy. After this first part, dedicated to
piracy in the West, the second deals with the captains and crews that acted around Madagascar, the
African coast and the Indian Ocean. It goes back Defoe seven years ago to date the origin of its
General History to the year 1717, year in which King George I publishes the famous Edict for the
suppression of pirates, offering royal forgiveness to the captains and crews who abandoned their
criminal activities, and arbitrating force measures to end those who persisted in maritime banditry.
The adventures and persecutions lived by those men and women who challenged royal authority is
the central theme of this peculiar and fascinating story.
  a general history of the pyrates: A General History of the Pyrates , 1999 An early history
of piracy.
  a general history of the pyrates: A General History of the Pyrates, Charles Johnson, Daniel
Defoe, 2015-02-12 This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part
of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the original
artifact, and remains as true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the original
copyright references, library stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our most
important libraries around the world), and other notations in the work. This work is in the public
domain in the United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you
may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the
body of the work.As a reproduction of a historical artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred
pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important
enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the public. We appreciate your
support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of keeping this
knowledge alive and relevant.



  a general history of the pyrates: Pirates of the Chesapeake Bay Jamie L.H. Goodall,
2020-02-24 “An epic history of piracy . . . Goodall explores the role of these legendary rebels and
describes the fine line between piracy and privateering.” —WYPR The story of Chesapeake pirates
and patriots begins with a land dispute and ends with the untimely death of an oyster dredger at the
hands of the Maryland Oyster Navy. From the golden age of piracy to Confederate privateers and
oyster pirates, the maritime communities of the Chesapeake Bay are intimately tied to a fascinating
history of intrigue, plunder and illicit commerce raiding. Author Jamie L.H. Goodall introduces
infamous men like Edward “Blackbeard” Teach and “Black Sam” Bellamy, as well as lesser-known
local figures like Gus Price and Berkeley Muse, whose tales of piracy are legendary from the harbor
of Baltimore to the shores of Cape Charles. “Rather than an unchanging monolith, Goodall creates a
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