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Introduction: Understanding the Long Shadow of a General
History of Pirates

A general history of pirates reveals a multifaceted phenomenon far removed from the romanticized
image often portrayed in popular culture. While tales of swashbuckling adventurers and buried
treasure are captivating, a deeper examination unveils a complex interaction between economics,
politics, and social unrest. This exploration delves into the historical evolution of piracy, its diverse
motivations, and its lasting impact, demonstrating how understanding a general history of pirates is
crucial to comprehending modern-day challenges.

The Golden Age of Piracy (1650-1730): A Defining Period in a
General History of Pirates

The term "Golden Age of Piracy" typically refers to the period between 1650 and 1730. This era,
primarily concentrated in the Caribbean, witnessed a surge in piracy activity. Several factors
contributed to this phenomenon. The decline of the Spanish Empire created power vacuums, and lax
enforcement of maritime law allowed piracy to flourish. The availability of relatively easy targets -
merchant ships laden with valuable goods - further incentivized the practice. Figures like



Blackbeard, Anne Bonny, and Mary Read became legendary, though their exploits were often
exaggerated in later accounts. This period highlights the economic implications of piracy; it
disrupted trade, impacting the economies of both the colonial powers and the merchants they
targeted. A general history of pirates during this time must consider the political context, as the
actions (or inactions) of various governments inadvertently fostered the growth of piracy.

Piracy Beyond the Caribbean: Expanding the Scope of a
General History of Pirates

While the Caribbean is often synonymous with a general history of pirates, piracy was a global
phenomenon. From the Barbary Coast pirates of North Africa, who terrorized Mediterranean
shipping for centuries, to the East Indies and the Indian Ocean, where pirate activity persisted well
into the 19th century, the scope of piracy expanded significantly. Each region had its own unique
characteristics; the motivations of pirates, their organizational structures, and the methods they
employed varied according to local conditions and political realities. Examining these diverse forms
of piracy enriches a general history of pirates and provides a broader understanding of its global
impact.

The Decline and Evolution of Traditional Piracy:
Reinterpreting a General History of Pirates

The 18th and 19th centuries witnessed a gradual decline in traditional maritime piracy. Increased
naval power, improved ship design, and international cooperation contributed to its suppression.
However, piracy didn't disappear entirely. It evolved, adapting to new technologies and global
circumstances. Coastal and river piracy continued in various parts of the world, often fueled by
poverty, political instability, and weak governance. This transitional phase in a general history of
pirates is crucial to understanding the modern manifestations of this criminal activity.

Modern Piracy: Cybercrime and Intellectual Property Theft

The 21st century has seen a resurgence of piracy, albeit in a drastically different form. Cybercrime,
intellectual property theft, and data breaches are modern manifestations of piratical activity. These
"digital pirates" utilize technology to steal valuable information, software, and intellectual property,
causing significant financial damage and security risks. Understanding a general history of pirates
provides a valuable framework for analyzing these modern challenges. The underlying
motivations—the pursuit of wealth through illicit means—remain remarkably consistent.

The Implications for Industry: A General History of Pirates
and Modern-Day Challenges

The historical analysis of a general history of pirates has critical implications for various industries.
The shipping industry, for instance, continues to grapple with the threat of maritime piracy,
requiring ongoing investment in security measures. The technology sector faces the constant
challenge of protecting intellectual property from cyber pirates. Insurance companies must assess
and mitigate the risks associated with both traditional and modern piracy. A thorough understanding
of the historical patterns and motivations of pirates provides crucial insights into risk assessment



and preventative strategies.

Conclusion: The Enduring Legacy of a General History of
Pirates

A general history of pirates is not merely an account of past events; it's a vital tool for understanding
present-day challenges. From the economic disruption caused by traditional maritime piracy to the
sophisticated cyberattacks of today, the core issues remain the same: the pursuit of wealth through
illicit means and the exploitation of vulnerabilities in systems of governance and security. By
examining the evolution of piracy throughout history, we can gain valuable insights into effective
strategies for prevention, risk mitigation, and the development of robust security measures to
combat this enduring threat.

FAQs

1. What were the main motivations for pirates in the Golden Age of Piracy? Wealth, escape from
harsh conditions, and the lure of adventure were primary motivations. Political instability and
weak governance also played a significant role.

1. Were all pirates ruthless criminals? No, the reality was far more nuanced. Some pirates
operated under a code of conduct, while others were undeniably brutal.

1. How did the decline of traditional piracy affect global trade? The decline led to greater
security and stability in maritime trade, facilitating economic growth.

1. What are some examples of modern-day piracy? Cybercrime, software piracy, data breaches,
and intellectual property theft are key examples.

1. How does understanding the history of piracy help us combat modern forms? Historical
analysis provides valuable insights into criminal behavior, allowing for better risk assessment
and preventative strategies.

1. What role did governments play in the rise and fall of piracy? Governments both facilitated and
suppressed piracy through their policies and enforcement capabilities.



1. How did technology influence the evolution of piracy? Technological advancements have both
aided and countered piracy throughout history.

1. What is the economic impact of modern piracy? The economic losses from modern piracy,
particularly cybercrime, are immense and difficult to quantify precisely.

1. What are the ethical considerations surrounding the portrayal of pirates in popular culture?
The romanticized depiction of pirates often obscures the violence and exploitation associated
with their activities.

Related Articles:

1. The Economics of Piracy in the 17th Century: A detailed analysis of the financial aspects of
piracy during the Golden Age, including the distribution of plunder and the economic impact
on trading nations.

1. Women in Piracy: An exploration of the lives and roles of women pirates, challenging
traditional stereotypes and exploring their contributions to pirate culture.

1. The Barbary Corsairs: Piracy in the Mediterranean: A study of the history and impact of the
Barbary pirates, examining their organizational structure and political influence.

1. The Legal Aspects of Piracy: A discussion of the international law surrounding piracy, tracing
its evolution and addressing current challenges.

1. Piracy in the Indian Ocean: An exploration of piracy in this region, highlighting its unique
characteristics and long-lasting impact.



1. The Role of Technology in Combating Modern Piracy: An analysis of the technological
advancements used to counter modern piracy, including satellite surveillance and
cybersecurity measures.

1. The Socioeconomic Factors Contributing to Modern Piracy: An examination of poverty,
inequality, and political instability as drivers of modern piracy.

1. The Impact of Piracy on the Insurance Industry: An assessment of the risks associated with
piracy and the role of insurance in mitigating these risks.

1. The Cultural Legacy of Pirates: An exploration of how pirates are depicted in literature, film,
and popular culture, analyzing the evolution of their image over time.

a general history of pirates: A General History of The Pyrates Daniel Defoe, 2022-04-18 ‘A
General History of the Pyrates’ is a captivating account of some of history’s most notorious pirates.
The author, writing as Captain Charles Johnson, blends fiction and non-fiction to provide readers
with a most entertaining version of these iconic heroes and villains. This book was a massive success
upon its first release due to its adventurous stories filled with danger and treasure and its influence
lives on to this day as it shaped the modern view of pirates. Some of the best accounts in the book
are of the infamous Blackbeard and the trailblazing female pirates Anne Bonny and Mary Read. ‘A
General History of the Pyrates’ is the definitive story of the golden age of piracy and should be read
by fans of books such as “Treasure Island’ and movies such as ‘Pirates of the Caribbean’. Daniel
Defoe (1660 - 1731) is one of the most important authors in the English language. Defoe was one of
the original English novelists and greatly helped to popularise the form. Defoe was highly prolific
and is believed to have written over 300 works ranging from novels to political pamphlets. He was
highly celebrated but also controversial as his writings influenced politicians but also led to Defoe
being imprisoned. Defoe’s novels have been translated into many languages and are still read across
the globe to this day. Some of his most famous books include ‘Moll Flanders’ and ‘Robinson Crusoe’
which was adapted into a movie starring Pierce Brosnan and Damian Lewis in 1997. Defoe’s
influence on English novels cannot be understated and his legacy lives on to this day.

a general history of pirates: A General History of the Robberies and Murders of the
Most Notorious Pirates Charles Johnson, 2002 This is a print of the 1927 reissued 4th edition of A
General History of the Pirates- enhanced by the Arthur L. Hayward's editorial touches.

a general history of pirates: A General History of the Pyrates Daniel Defoe, 2012-05-11
Considered the major source of information about piracy in the early 18th century, this fascinating
history by the author of Robinson Crusoe profiles the deeds of Edward (Blackbeard) Teach, Captain
Kidd, Anne Bonny, others.

a general history of pirates: A General History of the Robberies and Murders of the Most
Notorious Pyrates Daniel Defoe, Charles Johnson, 1972



a general history of pirates: A General History of the Pirates Daniel Defoe, Charles
Johnson, 1927

a general history of pirates: General History of the Robberies & Murders of the Most
Notorious Pirates Charles Captain Johnson, 2010-05-04 The classic account of the lives & exploits
of the most notorious pirates of the Golden Age—from Anne Bonny to Blackbeard

a general history of pirates: A General History of the Pyrates Daniel Defoe, 2018-02-24 A
General History of the Robberies and Murders of the most notorious Pyrates is a 1724 book
published in Britain containing biographies of contemporary pirates, which was influential in
shaping popular conceptions of pirates. Its author uses the name Captain Charles Johnson, generally
considered a pseudonym. The prime source for the biographies of many well known pirates, the book
gives an almost mythical status to the more colourful characters. The book also contains the name of
the pirate flag the Jolly Roger, and shows the skull and bones design.The author has remained
unknown in spite of numerous attempts by historians to discover his identity. Many scholars have
suggested that the author could have been Daniel Defoe. A General History introduced many
features which later became common in pirate literature, such as pirates with missing legs or eyes,
the notion of pirates burying treasure, and the name of the pirate flag the Jolly Roger. The author
specifically cites two pirates as having named their flag Jolly Roger (named after the first Pirate and
his crew): Welsh pirate Bartholomew Roberts in June 1721, and English pirate Francis Spriggs in
December 1723. The book gives an almost mythical status to the more colourful characters, such as
the infamous English pirates Blackbeard and Calico Jack. It provides the standard account of the
lives of many people still famous in the 21st century, and has influenced pirate literature of Scottish
novelists Robert Louis Stevenson and J. M. Barrie. The book was released in two volumes. The first
mostly deals with early 18th-century pirates, while Volume II records the exploits of their
predecessors a few decades earlier. In the first volume, the author sticks fairly close to the available
sources, though he embellishes the stories somewhat. He stretches the truth farther in the second
volume, and includes the biographies of three subjects who may be entirely fictional. The book has
been hugely influential in shaping popular notions of piracy.AuthorDaniel Defoe (13 September 1660
- 24 April 1731), born Daniel Foe, was an English trader, writer, journalist, pamphleteer and spy. He
is most famous for his novel Robinson Crusoe, which is second only to the Bible in its number of
translations. Defoe is noted for being one of the earliest proponents of the novel, as he helped to
popularise the form in Britain with others such as Aphra Behn and Samuel Richardson, and is among
the founders of the English novel. Defoe wrote many political tracts and often was in trouble with
the authorities, including prison time. Intellectuals and political leaders paid attention to his fresh
ideas and sometimes consulted with him.Defoe was a prolific and versatile writer, producing more
than three hundred works--books, pamphlets, and journals--on diverse topics, including politics,
crime, religion, marriage, psychology, and the supernatural. He was also a pioneer of business
journalism and economic journalism. The extent and particulars are widely contested concerning
Defoe's writing in the period from the Tory fall in 1714 to the publication of Robinson Crusoein
1719. Defoe comments on the tendency to attribute tracts of uncertain authorship to him in his
apologia Appeal to Honour and Justice (1715), a defence of his part in Harley's Tory ministry
(1710-14). Other works that anticipate his novelistic career include The Family Instructor (1715), a
conduct manual on religious duty; Minutes of the Negotiations of Monsr. Mesnager (1717), in which
he impersonates Nicolas Mesnager, the French plenipotentiary who negotiated the Treaty of Utrecht
(1713); and A Continuation of the Letters Writ by a Turkish Spy (1718), a satire of European politics
and religion, ostensibly written by a Muslim in Paris.

a general history of pirates: Pirates Charles Johnson, David Cordingly, 2017-09-07 A
facsimile edition of a classic source for the history of piracy, as used by Robert Louis Stevenson in
the writing of Treasure Island. Captain Charles Johnson's General History of Pirates was one of the
best-selling books of 1724, when it was first published. It provides a sweeping account of what has
come to be called the Golden Age of Piracy. It went through four editions in two years, and without
doubt owed a substantial part of its success to a dramatic writing style that vividly captures the



realities of pirates' savage existence. The book contains documentary evidence of events during the
lives of its subjects. In the 270 years since its original publication, Johnson's work has come to be
regarded as the classic study of one of the most popular subjects in maritime history.

a general history of pirates: A General History of the Pyrates Daniel Defoe, 2017-10-17 A
General History of the Robberies and Murders of the most notorious Pyrates is a 1724 book
published in Britain containing biographies of contemporary pirates, which was influential in
shaping popular conceptions of pirates. Its author uses the name Captain Charles Johnson, generally
considered a pseudonym for one of London's writer-publishers. The prime source for the biographies
of many well known pirates, the book gives an almost mythical status to the more colourful
characters, and it is likely that the author used considerable licence in his accounts of pirate
conversations. The book also contains the name of the pirate flag the Jolly Roger, and shows the
skull and bones design.

a general history of pirates: A General History of the Lives, Murders and Adventures of the
Most Notorious Highwaymen Pub Nov 2020 Charles Johnson, 2020 Captain Charles Johnson's
celebrated 'A General History of the Pirates' (1724) is the most famous book about pirates ever
written. Buoyed by the volume's runaway success Johnson followed up with the equally engrossing
‘The Lives and Adventures of the Most Famous Highwaymen' (1734) which, published here for the
first time in two centuries, provides over 50 accounts of the most notorious British criminals of the
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. These include the famous highwayman William Davis, alias
The Golden Farmer, the cross-Channel gentleman highwayman Claude du Vall, the prolific road
adventurer Old Mob and the royalist carriage raider James Hind. Johnson's volumes, featuring
fictional accounts based on factual sources, are significant as the forerunners of the real-life criminal
biography genre, and for their influence on such early novels as Defoe's 'Moll Flanders' and
Fielding's 'Jonathan Wild'. Originally published in folio size complete with fine engravings, this new
edition of 'Highwaymen' not only includes the very best of these original decorative features but also
presents a series of related illustrations, playbills, and portraits from the British Library collections.

a general history of pirates: A General History of the Pyrates Daniel Defoe, 2016-01-01 A
General History of the Pyrates From Their First Rise and Settlement in the Island of Providence, To
the Present Time By Daniel Defoe With the remarkable Actions and Adventures of the two Female
Pyrates - Mary Read and Anne Bonny; A General History of the Robberies and Murders of the most
notorious Pyrates is a 1724 book published in Britain containing biographies of contemporary
pirates, which was influential in shaping popular conceptions of pirates. It is the prime source for
the biographies of many well known pirates. Its author uses the name Captain Charles Johnson,
generally considered a pseudonym. As the Pyrates in the West-Indies have been so formidable and
numerous, that they have interrupted the Trade of Europe into those Parts; and our English
Merchants, in particular, have suffered more by their Depredations, than by the united Force of
France and Spain, in the late War: We do not doubt but the World will be curious to know the
Original and Progress of these Desperadoes, who were the Terror of the trading Part of the World.
But before we enter upon their particular History, it will not be amiss, by way of Introduction, to
shew, by some Examples drawn from History, the great Mischief and Danger which threaten
Kingdoms and Commonwealths, from the Increase of these sort of Robbers; when either by the
Troubles of particular Times, or the Neglect of Governments, they are not crush'd before they gather
Strength. It has been the Case heretofore, that when a single Pyrate has been suffered to range the
Seas, as not being worth the Notice of a Government, he has by Degrees grown so powerful, as to
put them to the Expence of a great deal of Blood and Treasure, before he was suppress'd. We shall
not examine how it came to pass, that our Pyrates in the West-Indies have continually increased till
of late; this is an Enquiry which belongs to the Legislature, or Representatives of the People in
Parliament, and to them we shall leave it. Our Business shall be briefly to shew, what from
Beginnings, as inconsiderable as these, other Nations have suffered.

a general history of pirates: A General History of the Pyrates Daniel Defoe, Charles Johnson,
2017-04-23 A General History of the Pyrates From their first rise and settlement in the island of




Providence, to the present Time By Daniel Defoe and Captain Charles Johnson A General History of
the Robberies and Murders of the most notorious Pyrates is a 1724 book published in Britain
containing biographies of contemporary pirates, which was influential in shaping popular
conceptions of pirates. Its author uses the name Captain Charles Johnson, generally considered a
pseudonym for one of London's writer-publishers. The prime source for the biographies of many well
known pirates, the book gives an almost mythical status to the more colourful characters, and it is
likely that the author used considerable licence in his accounts of pirate conversations. First
appearing in Charles Rivington's shop in London, the book sold so well that by 1726 an enlarged
fourth edition had appeared. It pandered to the British public's taste for the exotic; revelling in
graphic stories on the high seas. English naval historian David Cordingly writes: it has been said,
and there seems no reason to question this, that Captain Johnson created the modern conception of
pirates.

a general history of pirates: A General History of The Pyrates Daniel Defoe, 2021-01-01
First published in the year 1724, the present book titled 'A General History of the Pyrates' is a
historical work by English fictional writer and journalist Daniel Defoe.

a general history of pirates: A General History of the Robberies and Murders of the
Most Notorious Pirates Charles Johnson, 1955 Sgrgverhistorier og biografier af de mest kendte
sgrgvere fra slutningen af 1600-tallet til ca. 1720.

a general history of pirates: A General History of the Robberies and Murders of the
Most Notorious Pirates - from their first rise and settlement in the Island of Providence to
the present year Captain Charles Johnson, 2013-10-08 A General History of the Pirates has long
been a classic of seafaring literature and was inspiration to both Robert Louis Stevenson and J.M.
Barrie. Nothing is known about Captain Charles Johnson, and it is thought that the name may be
assumed - there are even some who believe he may have been Daniel Defoe. All that can be stated
with any certainty is that in 1724 a small octavo volume appeared that became so popular it grew
through 4 editions over 2 years and is still famed today. Historians from both sides of the Atlantic
have attested to the accuracy of the work's content. This is a reprint of the 1927 reissued 4th edition
- enhanced by the Arthur L. Hayward's editorial touches.

a general history of pirates: A General History of the Pyrates (Annotated) Daniel Defoe,
2020-09-09 Differentiated book- It has a historical context with research of the time-The purpose of
realizing this historical context is to approach the understanding of a historical epoch from the
elements provided by the text. Hence the importance of placing the document in context. It is
necessary to unravel what its author or authors have said, how it has been said, when, why and
where, always relating it to its historical moment.A general history of the most notorious robberies
and murders of the Pyrates is a 1724 book published in Great Britain containing biographies of
contemporary pirates, which influenced the shaping of popular pirate conceptions. Its author uses
the name Captain Charles Johnson, generally considered a pseudonym for one of London's writers
and publishers. The primary source for the biographies of many well-known pirates, the book grants
quasi-mythical status to the most colorful characters, and the author has likely used considerable
license in his accounts of pirate conversations. The book also contains the name of the pirate flag
Jolly Roger and shows the design of the skull and bones.First appearing at Charles Rivington's
London store, the book sold so well that a 17th expanded edition appeared in 1726. He was pleased
with the British public's taste for the exotic;

a general history of pirates: A General History of the Pyrates Daniel Defoe, 2014-04-18
This excellent 1724 book was first published in Britain, containing biographies of many
contemporary pirates. It is the prime source for the biographies of many well known pirates and has
been influential in shaping popular conceptions of piracy. This excellent reference brings out the
details of life as a sailor on dark, dangerous seas. This book introduced many features which later
became common in pirate literature, such as pirates with missing legs or eyes, the myth of pirates
burying treasure, and the name of the pirates flag the Jolly Roger. The author specifically cites two
pirates as having named their flag Jolly Roger, (named after the first Pirate and his crew); Welsh




pirate Bartholomew Roberts in June, 1721, and English pirate Francis Spriggs in December 1723. In
giving an almost mythical status to the more colorful characters, such as the infamous English
pirates Blackbeard and Calico Jack, the book provided the standard account of the lives of many
people still famous in the 21st century, and influenced pirate literature of Robert Louis Stevenson
and J.M.Barrie. A General History of the Pirates Daniel Defoe Subjects: Piracy, Nautical Life,
Seamanship, Sea Battles, Treasure, Wooden Ships Related books: Under the Black Flag, The
Republic of Pirates, Treasure Island, Empire of Blue Water

a general history of pirates: A General History of the Pyrates Daniel Defoe, 2023-09-18
Daniel Defoe's 'A General History of the Pyrates' is a seminal work that provides a comprehensive
account of the lives and exploits of pirates during the Golden Age of Piracy. Written in a journalistic
and immersive style, Defoe's work brings to life the thrilling tales of infamous pirates such as
Blackbeard, Calico Jack, and Anne Bonny. This book not only serves as a captivating adventure
narrative but also offers valuable insights into the political and social contexts that contributed to
the rise of piracy in the 17th and 18th centuries. Defoe's meticulous research and attention to detail
make 'A General History of the Pyrates' a valuable historical resource for scholars and enthusiasts
alike. It showcases his ability to weave together factual information with vivid storytelling, making it
a timeless classic in the genre of pirate literature. Recommended for readers interested in the
history of piracy, maritime adventures, or Defoe's distinctive narrative style.

a general history of pirates: A General History of the Pyrates: by Daniel Defoe Peacock Books,
Daniel Defoe, 2020-07-25 A General History of the Robberies and Murders of the most notorious
Pyrates is a 1724 book published in Britain containing biographies of contemporary pirates, which
was influential in shaping popular conceptions of pirates. Its author uses the name Captain Charles
Johnson, generally considered a pseudonym for one of London's writer-publishers. The prime source
for the biographies of many well-known pirates, the book gives an almost mythical status to the more
colourful characters, and it is likely that the author used considerable licence in his accounts of
pirate conversations. The book also contains the name of the pirate flag the Jolly Roger and shows
the skull and bones design.

a general history of pirates: A General History of the Pyrates Daniel Defoe, Charles
Johnson, 2017-05-15 A General History of the Robberies and Murders of the most notorious Pyrates
is a 1724 book published in Britain containing biographies of contemporary pirates, which was
influential in shaping popular conceptions of pirates. Its author uses the name Captain Charles
Johnson, generally considered a pseudonym for one of London's writer-publishers. The prime source
for the biographies of many well known pirates, the book gives an almost mythical status to the more
colourful characters, and it is likely that the author used considerable licence in his accounts of
pirate conversations. The book also contains the name of the pirate flag the Jolly Roger, and shows
the skull and bones design.

a general history of pirates: Black Flags, Blue Waters: The Epic History of America's Most
Notorious Pirates Eric Jay Dolin, 2018-09-18 With surprising tales of vicious mutineers, imperial
riches, and high-seas intrigue, Black Flags, Blue Waters is “rumbustious enough for the
adventure-hungry” (Peter Lewis, San Francisco Chronicle). Set against the backdrop of the Age of
Exploration, Black Flags, Blue Waters reveals the surprising history of American piracy’s “Golden
Age” - spanning the late 1600s through the early 1700s - when lawless pirates plied the coastal
waters of North America and beyond. “Deftly blending scholarship and drama” (Richard Zacks),
best-selling author Eric Jay Dolin illustrates how American colonists at first supported these
outrageous pirates in an early display of solidarity against the Crown, and then violently opposed
them. Through engrossing episodes of roguish glamour and extreme brutality, Dolin depicts the star
pirates of this period, among them the towering Blackbeard, the ill-fated Captain Kidd, and sadistic
Edward Low, who delighted in torturing his prey. Upending popular misconceptions and cartoonish
stereotypes, Black Flags, Blue Waters is a “tour de force history” (Michael Pierce, Midwestern
Rewind) of the seafaring outlaws whose raids reflect the precarious nature of American colonial life.

a general history of pirates: A General History of the Pyrates Daniel Defoe, 2021-08-08 A



General History of the Robberies and Murders of the most notorious Pyrates was first published in
1724 in Britain, under the pseudonym of Captain Charles Johnson. Giving an almost mythical status
to the characters, this book had been influential in shaping popular conceptions of pirates.

a general history of pirates: A General History of the Pyrates, from Their First Rise and
Settlement in the Island of Providence, to the Present Time Charles Johnson, 1724

a general history of pirates: The History of Pirates Angus Konstam, 1999 A wonderful
chronicle of thievery murder and torture on the high seas all in a beautiful oversized book

a general history of pirates: A General History of the Pyrates Daniel Defoe, 2021-03-29 A
General History of the Robberies and Murders of the most notorious Pyrates is a 1724 book
published in Britain containing biographies of contemporary pirates, which was influential in
shaping popular conceptions of pirates.

a general history of pirates: A General History of the Pyrates Daniel Defoe, 2019-10-10
Originally published (the first part) in 1724 with the signature of Captain Charles Johnson
pseudonym behind which it was hidden, as has been known long after, Robinson Crusoe author
Daniel Defoe, General history of pirates begins with the biographies of Seventeen notable English
pirates of the time (Avery, Mary Read, Blackbeard ...), accompanied by general considerations about
piracy, its dangers to nations, its causes and possible remedy. After this first part, dedicated to
piracy in the West, the second deals with the captains and crews that acted around Madagascar, the
African coast and the Indian Ocean. It goes back Defoe seven years ago to date the origin of its
General History to the year 1717, year in which King George I publishes the famous Edict for the
suppression of pirates, offering royal forgiveness to the captains and crews who abandoned their
criminal activities, and arbitrating force measures to end those who persisted in maritime banditry.
The adventures and persecutions lived by those men and women who challenged royal authority is
the central theme of this peculiar and fascinating story.

a general history of pirates: A General History of the Pirates Daniel Defoe, Nathaniel Mist,
Woodes Rogers, John Atkins, Charles Johnson, 2017-11-24 This is a remarkable blend of fact and
fiction depicting pirate lives in the Golden Age of Piracy.You will be engrossed and entertained by
this historical treasure depicting bands of brothers sailing their wooden ships through sun and
storm, their robberies on the high seas, forgotten islands, their lofty political ideals and their
inexcusable appetite for murder and rape. These vivid stories of the scoundrel outlaws and their
bloody deeds, they have captivated readers for centuries, and will keep doing so for centuries to
come. Nowhere before or after has the waterways been so infested with crime, as to almost have its
perpetrators form a republic of their own.In this latest edition from 2017 pirate scholar Johan
Franzén, Master of Arts in Comparative Literature and General History from the Abo Akademi
University, sheds new light on this historical account. His research is here for the first time made
available to the broad public, and it comes with valuable insights into the controversial attribution of
authorship, and the problems arising when using this work as a source in historical research. This
edition includes volume one and two plus the additions made to volume two

a general history of pirates: Blackbeard Angus Konstam, 2008-04-21 A thorough, exciting
examination of 18th-century pirate life,with wonderful details. --Publishers Weekly Interesting and
exciting . . . a thoroughly enjoyable chronicle of an interesting life and interesting era. --Booklist The
definitive biography of history'smost fearsome and famous pirate Of all the colorful cutthroats who
scoured the seas in search of plunder during the Golden Age of Piracy in the early eighteenth
century, none was more ferocious or notorious than Blackbeard. As unforgettable as his savage
career was, much of Blackbeard's life has been shrouded in mystery--until now. Drawing on vivid
descriptions of Blackbeard's attacks from his rare surviving victims, pirate expert Angus Konstam
traces Blackbeard's career from its beginnings to his final defeat in a tremendous sea battle near his
base at Ocracoke Island. Presenting dramatic accounts of the pirate's very effective tactics and his
reputation for cruelty, Konstam offers a fascinating examination of the life and business of piracy
and the lure of this brutal and bloody trade.

a general history of pirates: The History of Piracy Philip Gosse, 2012-05-23 Much imitated



but never surpassed, this chronicle ranges from ancient to modern times to explore the rise of
piracy. A dramatic narrative and colorful characters complement its impeccable scholarship. 21
black-and-white illustrations.

a general history of pirates: Pirates Angus Konstam, 2011-09-01 Angus Konstam setssail
through the brutal history of piracy, separating myth from legend and fact from fiction. Pirates takes
us into the depths of the pirate’s dark world, examining the many colorful characters from Cretans
and Vikings to French corsairs and the British rogues of the golden age of piracy, such as
Blackbeard and Captain Kidd and even two women pirates, Mary Read and Ann Bonny, who became
pregnant to avoid execution. A blood-soaked, riveting account, itprovides a complete history of the
fearsome threat on the high seas from the marauders in the pages of antiquity to the Somali pirates
in the headlines of today.

a general history of pirates: Pirate Women Laura Sook Duncombe, 2017-04-01 In the
first-ever Seven Seas history of the world's female buccaneers, Pirate Women: The Princesses,
Prostitutes, and Privateers Who Ruled the Seven Seas tells the story of women, both real and
legendary, who through the ages sailed alongside—and sometimes in command of—their male
counterparts. These women came from all walks of life but had one thing in common: a desire for
freedom. History has largely ignored these female swashbucklers, until now. Here are their stories,
from ancient Norse princess Alfhild and warrior Rusla to Sayyida al-Hurra of the Barbary corsairs;
from Grace O'Malley, who terrorized shipping operations around the British Isles during the reign of
Queen Elizabeth I; to Cheng I Sao, who commanded a fleet of four hundred ships off China in the
early nineteenth century. Author Laura Sook Duncombe also looks beyond the stories to the
storytellers and mythmakers. What biases and agendas motivated them? What did they leave out?
Pirate Women explores why and how these stories are told and passed down, and how history
changes depending on who is recording it. It's the most comprehensive overview of women pirates in
one volume and chock-full of swashbuckling adventures that pull these unique women from the
shadows into the spotlight that they deserve.

a general history of pirates: Pirates of the Chesapeake Bay Jamie L.H. Goodall, 2020-02-24
“An epic history of piracy . . . Goodall explores the role of these legendary rebels and describes the
fine line between piracy and privateering.” —WYPR The story of Chesapeake pirates and patriots
begins with a land dispute and ends with the untimely death of an oyster dredger at the hands of the
Maryland Oyster Navy. From the golden age of piracy to Confederate privateers and oyster pirates,
the maritime communities of the Chesapeake Bay are intimately tied to a fascinating history of
intrigue, plunder and illicit commerce raiding. Author Jamie L.H. Goodall introduces infamous men
like Edward “Blackbeard” Teach and “Black Sam” Bellamy, as well as lesser-known local figures like
Gus Price and Berkeley Muse, whose tales of piracy are legendary from the harbor of Baltimore to
the shores of Cape Charles. “Rather than an unchanging monolith, Goodall creates a narrative filled
with dynamic movement and exchange between the characters, setting, conflict, and resolution of
her story. Goodall positioned this narrative to be successful on different levels.” —International
Social Science Review

a general history of pirates: A General History of the Pirates , 1972

a general history of pirates: Pirates Peter Lehr, 2019-07-16 “In his lively, vivid history of
pirates, Lehr finds some striking continuities from ancient to modern times.” —Foreign Affairs A
Choice Outstanding Academic Title of the Year In the twenty-first century, pirates have regained a
central place in Western culture, thanks to an odd combination of a blockbuster film franchise and a
dramatic rise in piracy around the Horn of Africa. In this global history of the phenomenon, maritime
terrorism and piracy expert Peter Lehr casts fresh light on pirates. Ranging from the Vikings and
Wako pirates in the Middle Ages to modern-day Somali pirates, Lehr delves deep into what
motivates pirates and how they operate. He also illuminates the state’s role in the development of
piracy throughout history: from privateers sanctioned by Queen Elizabeth to pirates operating off
the coast of Africa taking the law into their own hands. After exploring the structural failures that
create fertile ground for pirate activities, Lehr evaluates the success of counter-piracy efforts—and




the reasons behind its failures. “Informative and often entertaining . . . Lehr traces the global history
of piracy, quoting judiciously from an array of historians and sources to make his case” —The Times
“Groundbreaking . . . provides a detailed analysis of the causes of piracy [and] reveals the operations
of pirates ignored in most previous histories.” —David Cordingly, author of Under the Black Flag
“Policymakers would do well to read it, as would aspiring pirates in search of career advice.”
—Financial Times

a general history of pirates: A General History of the Pyrates Daniel Defoe, Charles
Johnson, 2017-10 A General History of the Robberies and Murders of the most notorious Pyrates is a
1724 book published in Britain containing biographies of contemporary pirates, which was
influential in shaping popular conceptions of pirates. Its author uses the name Captain Charles
Johnson, generally considered a pseudonym for one of London's writer-publishers. The prime source
for the biographies of many well known pirates, the book gives an almost mythical status to the more
colourful characters, and it is likely that the author used considerable licence in his accounts of
pirate conversations. The book also contains the name of the pirate flag the Jolly Roger, and shows
the skull and bones design.

a general history of pirates: Pirates, Privateers, and Rebel Raiders of the Carolina Coast
Lindley S. Butler, 2015-12-01 North Carolina possesses one of the longest, most treacherous
coastlines in the United States, and the waters off its shores have been the scene of some of the
most dramatic episodes of piracy and sea warfare in the nation's history. Now, Lindley Butler brings
this fascinating aspect of the state's maritime heritage vividly to life. He offers engaging
biographical portraits of some of the most famous pirates, privateers, and naval raiders to ply the
Carolina waters. Covering 150 years, from the golden age of piracy in the 1700s to the extraordinary
transformation of naval warfare ushered in by the Civil War, Butler sketches the lives of eight
intriguing characters: the pirate Blackbeard and his contemporary Stede Bonnet; privateer Otway
Burns and naval raider Johnston Blakeley; and Confederate raiders James Cooke, John Maffitt, John
Taylor Wood, and James Waddell. Penetrating the myths that have surrounded these legendary
figures, he uncovers the compelling true stories of their lives and adventures.

a general history of pirates: Enemy of All Mankind Steven Johnson, 2020-05-12 “Thoroughly
engrossing . . . a spirited, suspenseful, economically told tale whose significance is manifest and
whose pace never flags.” —The Wall Street Journal From The New York Times-bestselling author of
The Ghost Map and Extra Life, the story of a pirate who changed the world Henry Every was the
seventeenth century’s most notorious pirate. The press published wildly popular—and wildly
inaccurate—reports of his nefarious adventures. The British government offered enormous bounties
for his capture, alive or (preferably) dead. But Steven Johnson argues that Every’s most lasting
legacy was his inadvertent triggering of a major shift in the global economy. Enemy of All Mankind
focuses on one key event—the attack on an Indian treasure ship by Every and his crew—and its
surprising repercussions across time and space. It’s the gripping tale of one of the most lucrative
crimes in history, the first international manhunt, and the trial of the seventeenth century. Johnson
uses the extraordinary story of Henry Every and his crimes to explore the emergence of the East
India Company, the British Empire, and the modern global marketplace: a densely interconnected
planet ruled by nations and corporations. How did this unlikely pirate and his notorious crime end
up playing a key role in the birth of multinational capitalism? In the same mode as Johnson'’s classic
nonfiction historical thriller The Ghost Map, Enemy of All Mankind deftly traces the path from a
single struck match to a global conflagration.

a general history of pirates: Merchants, Pirates, and Smugglers Thomas Heebgll-Holm,
Philipp Hohn, Gregor Rohmann, 2019-01-10 In der Geschichte des Seehandels unterscheidet man
traditionell zwischen erlaubtem Handel und illegalen Praktiken. Doch was wir heute als unerlaubt
ansehen, wurde bis zur Durchsetzung des souveranen Staates oft als legitim wahrgenommen, weil es
innerhalb der Spielregeln des Wirtschaftslebens erfolgte. Je nachdem, wie gut ein Akteur seine
Vorstellung durchsetzen konnte, wurde er als Pirat, Schmuggler, Kaufmann oder Admiral
wahrgenommen.



a general history of pirates: The Republic of Pirates Colin Woodard, 2014-02-01 In the early
eighteenth century a number of the great pirate captains, including Edward 'Blackbeard' Teach and
'‘Black Sam' Bellamy, joined forces. This infamous 'Flying Gang' was more than simply a thieving
band of brothers. Many of its members had come to piracy as a revolt against conditions in the
merchant fleet and in the cities and plantations in the Old and New Worlds. Inspired by notions of
self-government, they established a crude but distinctive form of democracy in the Bahamas, carving
out their own zone of freedom in which indentured servants were released and leaders chosen or
deposed by a vote. They were ultimately overcome by their archnemesis, Captain Woodes Rogers - a
merchant fleet owner and former privateer - and the brief but glorious Republic of Pirates came to
an end. Colin Woodard's account is vividly told, full of incident and adventure, and brings to life this
virtually unexplored chapter in the Golden Age of Piracy.

a general history of pirates: A General History of the Pirates Charles Defoe, Alexina
Ogilvie, 1927
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