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Introduction: Uncovering the Hidden History

A disability history of the United States is not a single narrative, but rather a tapestry woven from threads
of oppression, resilience, activism, and ongoing struggle. For too long, the experiences of people with
disabilities have been marginalized, overlooked, or distorted in mainstream historical accounts. This book
aims to rectify this omission, offering a comprehensive and nuanced examination of how disability has been
understood, experienced, and fought against within the American context. This review will explore the
key arguments and insights presented in a disability history of the United States, highlighting both the
significant challenges faced by disabled individuals and the inspiring opportunities for progress that have

emerged.



The Evolution of Attitudes Towards Disability in the US: From

Exclusion to Inclusion (or is it?)

A central theme in a disability history of the United States is the evolution—or perhaps more accurately,
the revolution—of societal attitudes toward disability. The book meticulously traces the shift from a
predominantly charitable, medical model that pathologized disability and relegated individuals to
institutions, to the contemporary social model that emphasizes the disabling effects of societal barriers. The
historical narrative powerfully illustrates how disability has been socially constructed, with changing

cultural norms and technological advancements shaping perceptions and experiences.

Early chapters of a disability history of the United States highlight the harsh realities faced by individuals
with disabilities throughout American history. The book documents instances of eugenics,
institutionalization, and segregation, detailing how these practices systematically excluded individuals from
full participation in society. Furthermore, the text sheds light on how systemic ableism—the discrimination
and prejudice against people with disabilities—has permeated various aspects of American life, from

education and employment to healthcare and social services.
The Rise of Disability Rights Activism: A Fight for Equality

However, a disability history of the United States isn't just a chronicle of oppression. The book also
powerfully documents the emergence and growth of the disability rights movement. It provides detailed
accounts of key milestones, such as the development of independent living centers, the fight for accessible
transportation and employment, and the passage of landmark legislation, including the Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990. The role of pivotal figures and organizations in shaping the movement is
meticulously explored, highlighting the tenacity and strategic brilliance of activists who challenged societal

norms and fought for legal protection and social inclusion.

The book effectively portrays the diverse experiences within the disability community, acknowledging
the intersectionality of disability with other social identities such as race, gender, and class. It challenges
monolithic representations of disability, instead emphasizing the complex and varied experiences of people

with disabilities across different historical periods and social contexts.

Analyzing the Impact of Legislation and Policy: The ADA and
Beyond

A disability history of the United States dedicates considerable attention to the impact of legislation and
policy, particularly the ADA. While celebrating the landmark achievement of the ADA in advancing
disability rights, the book also critically examines its limitations and the ongoing struggles for full

implementation and enforcement. It showcases how even with legal protections in place, deep-seated



ableism continues to permeate societal structures and institutions. The book argues that true equality

requires not only legal frameworks but also a fundamental shift in societal attitudes and practices.

The Future of Disability Rights in the United States: Challenges
and Opportunities

Looking forward, a disability history of the United States offers a cautiously optimistic vision for the future.
It emphasizes the importance of continued activism, policy reform, and ongoing efforts to dismantle
systemic ableism. The book highlights the need for inclusive education, accessible employment

opportunities, and affordable healthcare that caters to the diverse needs of people with disabilities.
Conclusion: A Necessary and Timely Contribution

A disability history of the United States is a significant contribution to the field of disability studies and
American history. By weaving together personal narratives, historical analysis, and policy critiques, it
provides a compelling and informative account of the struggles and triumphs of the disability rights
movement. It is a vital read for anyone seeking to understand the complex history of disability in the
United States and to work towards creating a truly inclusive and equitable society. The book’s impact lies
not just in documenting the past but also in inspiring future action towards greater equality and justice for
people with disabilities. It is a powerful reminder that the fight for disability rights is far from over, and

that continued vigilance and advocacy are essential to achieving a more just and equitable future.

FAQs

1. What is the central argument of A Disability History of the United States? The central argument is
that disability is a social construct, shaped by societal attitudes and practices, and that a comprehensive
understanding requires examining the historical forces that have shaped the experiences of people

with disabilities in the US.

1. What are some of the key historical events discussed in the book? Key events include the rise of
institutionalization, the eugenics movement, the development of independent living centers, the
passage of the ADA, and ongoing struggles for full implementation and enforcement of disability

rights legislation.



. How does the book address the intersectionality of disability? The book acknowledges the varied
experiences of people with disabilities, recognizing how disability intersects with other social
identities such as race, gender, and class, showcasing the unique challenges faced by individuals

within these intersecting groups.

. What role does activism play in the narrative? Activism is presented as a crucial force driving
progress towards disability rights, highlighting the key roles of individuals and organizations in

challenging societal norms and advocating for legal protections and social inclusion.

. What are some of the limitations of the ADA, as discussed in the book? The book critiques the ADA's
limitations, pointing out the ongoing struggles for full implementation and enforcement, and the

persistence of systemic ableism despite the existence of legal protections.

. What are some of the future challenges and opportunities for disability rights? The book identifies
challenges like persistent ableism, inequities in healthcare and employment, and the need for more
inclusive education, while highlighting opportunities through continued activism, policy reform,

and a shift towards more inclusive societal attitudes and practices.

. Who is the intended audience for this book? The book is intended for a broad audience, including
scholars, students, activists, policymakers, and anyone interested in learning more about the history

of disability rights in the United States.

. What makes this book a significant contribution to the field? Its significance lies in its comprehensive
approach, weaving together personal narratives, historical analysis, and policy critiques to provide a

nuanced and impactful account of the complexities of disability in the American context.

. Where can I find more information about the author and editor? Information on the author and

editor can be found on the publisher's website, university websites, and through academic databases



like Google Scholar.
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historical context of eugenics and its devastating impact on people with disabilities.

1. "Institutionalization and the Dehumanization of People with Disabilities" Details the historical

practices of institutionalization and their detrimental effects on individuals and families.

1. "The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA): A Legacy of Progress and Ongoing Struggle”: Analyzes

the ADA's successes and limitations.
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1. "The Intersection of Disability and Race in the United States": Explores the unique challenges faced

by people with disabilities who also belong to racial and ethnic minority groups.

1. "Disability and the Political Landscape: Advocacy and Policy Reform": Examines the ongoing need

for policy reform and advocacy to advance disability rights.

a disability history of the united states: ,

a disability history of the united states: A History of Disability Henri-Jacques Stiker,
2019-12-09 The first book to attempt to provide a framework for analyzing disability through the
ages, Henri-Jacques Stiker's now classic A History of Disability traces the history of western cultural
responses to disability, from ancient times to the present. The sweep of the volume is broad; from a
rereading and reinterpretation of the Oedipus myth to legislation regarding disability, Stiker
proposes an analytical history that demonstrates how societies reveal themselves through their
attitudes towards disability in unexpected ways. Through this history, Stiker examines a
fundamental issue in contemporary Western discourse on disability: the cultural assumption that
equality/sameness/similarity is always desired by those in society. He highlights the consequences of
such a mindset, illustrating the intolerance of diversity and individualism that arises from placing
such importance on equality. Working against this thinking, Stiker argues that difference is not only
acceptable, but that it is desirable, and necessary. This new edition of the classic volume features a
new foreword by David T. Mitchell and Sharon L. Snyder that assesses the impact of Stiker’s history
on Disability Studies and beyond, twenty years after the book’s translation into English. The book
will be of interest to scholars of disability, historians, social scientists, cultural anthropologists, and
those who are intrigued by the role that culture plays in the development of language and thought
surrounding people with disabilities.

a disability history of the united states: Disability Histories Susan Burch, Michael Rembis,
2014-12-30 The field of disability history continues to evolve rapidly. In this collection, Susan Burch
and Michael Rembis present essays that integrate critical analysis of gender, race, historical
context, and other factors to enrich and challenge the traditional modes of interpretation still
dominating the field. Contributors delve into four critical areas of study within disability history:
family, community, and daily life; cultural histories; the relationship between disabled people and
the medical field; and issues of citizenship, belonging, and normalcy. As the first collection of its
kind in over a decade, Disability Histories not only brings readers up to date on scholarship within
the field but fosters the process of moving it beyond the U.S. and Western Europe by offering work
on Africa, South America, and Asia. The result is a broad range of readings that open new vistas for
investigation and study while encouraging scholars at all levels to redraw the boundaries that
delineate who and what is considered of historical value. Informed and accessible, Disability
Histories is essential for classrooms engaged in all facets of disability studies within and across
disciplines.

a disability history of the united states: What We Have Done Fred Pelka, 2012 Compelling
first-person accounts of the struggle to secure equal rights for Americans with disabilities



a disability history of the united states: The Oxford Handbook of Disability History
Michael A. Rembis, Catherine Jean Kudlick, Kim E. Nielsen, 2018 The Oxford Handbook of Disability
History features twenty-seven articles that span the diverse, global history of the disabled--from
antiquity to today.

a disability history of the united states: Accessible America Bess Williamson, 2020-05-01 A
history of design that is often overlooked—until we need it Have you ever hit the big blue button to
activate automatic doors? Have you ever used an ergonomic kitchen tool? Have you ever used curb
cuts to roll a stroller across an intersection? If you have, then you’'ve benefited from accessible
design—design for people with physical, sensory, and cognitive disabilities. These ubiquitous
touchstones of modern life were once anything but. Disability advocates fought tirelessly to ensure
that the needs of people with disabilities became a standard part of public design thinking. That
fight took many forms worldwide, but in the United States it became a civil rights issue; activists
used design to make an argument about the place of people with disabilities in public life. In the
aftermath of World War II, with injured veterans returning home and the polio epidemic reaching
the Oval Office, the needs of people with disabilities came forcibly into the public eye as they never
had before. The US became the first country to enact federal accessibility laws, beginning with the
Architectural Barriers Act in 1968 and continuing through the landmark Americans with Disabilities
Act in 1990, bringing about a wholesale rethinking of our built environment. This progression wasn’t
straightforward or easy. Early legislation and design efforts were often haphazard or poorly
implemented, with decidedly mixed results. Political resistance to accommodating the needs of
people with disabilities was strong; so, too, was resistance among architectural and industrial
designers, for whom accessible design wasn’t “real” design. Bess Williamson provides an
extraordinary look at everyday design, marrying accessibility with aesthetic, to provide an insight
into a world in which we are all active participants, but often passive onlookers. Richly detailed, with
stories of politics and innovation, Williamson’s Accessible America takes us through this important
history, showing how American ideas of individualism and rights came to shape the material world,
often with unexpected consequences.

a disability history of the united states: The Routledge History of Disability Roy Hanes,
Ivan Brown, Nancy E. Hansen, 2017-10-25 The Routledge History of Disability explores the shifting
attitudes towards and representations of disabled people from the age of antiquity to the twenty-first
century. Taking an international view of the subject, this wide-ranging collection shows that the
history of disability cuts across racial, ethnic, religious, cultural, gender and class divides,
highlighting the commonalities and differences between the experiences of disabled persons in
global historical context. The book is arranged in four parts, covering histories of disabilities across
various time periods and cultures, histories of national disability policies, programs and services,
histories of education and training and the ways in which disabled people have been seen and
treated in the last few decades. Within this, the twenty-eight chapters discuss topics such as
developments in disability issues during the late Ottoman period, the history of disability in Belgian
Congo in the early twentieth century, blind asylums in nineteenth-century Scotland and the
systematic killing of disabled children in Nazi Germany. Illustrated with images and tables and
providing an overview of how various countries, cultures and societies have addressed disability
over time, this comprehensive volume offers a global perspective on this rapidly growing field and is
a valuable resource for scholars of disability studies and histories of disabilities.

a disability history of the united states: The New Disability History Paul K. Longmore, Lauri
Umansky, 2001-03 A glimpse into the struggle of the disabled for identity and society's perception of
the disabled traces the disabled's fight for rights from the antebellum era to present controversies
over access.

a disability history of the united states: Inventing the Feeble Mind James Trent,
2016-11-01 Pity, disgust, fear, cure, and prevention--all are words that Americans have used to make
sense of what today we call intellectual disability. Inventing the Feeble Mind explores the history of
this disability from its several identifications over the past 200 years: idiocy, imbecility,



feeblemindedness, mental defect, mental deficiency, mental retardation, and most recently
intellectual disability. Using institutional records, private correspondence, personal memories, and
rare photographs, James Trent argues that the economic vulnerability of intellectually disabled
people (and often their families), more than the claims made for their intellectual and social
limitations, has shaped meaning, services, and policies in United States history.

a disability history of the united states: Disability Incarcerated L. Ben-Moshe, C.
Chapman, A. Carey, 2014-05-29 Disability Incarcerated gathers thirteen contributions from an
impressive array of fields. Taken together, these essays assert that a complex understanding of
disability is crucial to an understanding of incarceration, and that we must expand what has come to
be called 'incarceration.' The chapters in this book examine a host of sites, such as prisons,
institutions for people with developmental disabilities, psychiatric hospitals, treatment centers,
special education, detention centers, and group homes; explore why various sites should be
understood as incarceration; and discuss the causes and effects of these sites historically and
currently. This volume includes a preface by Professor Angela Y. Davis and an afterword by
Professor Robert McRuer.

a disability history of the united states: An Indigenous Peoples' History of the United States
(10th Anniversary Edition) Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz, 2023-10-03 New York Times Bestseller Now part
of the HBO docuseries Exterminate All the Brutes, written and directed by Raoul Peck Recipient of
the American Book Award The first history of the United States told from the perspective of
indigenous peoples Today in the United States, there are more than five hundred federally
recognized Indigenous nations comprising nearly three million people, descendants of the fifteen
million Native people who once inhabited this land. The centuries-long genocidal program of the US
settler-colonial regimen has largely been omitted from history. Now, for the first time, acclaimed
historian and activist Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz offers a history of the United States told from the
perspective of Indigenous peoples and reveals how Native Americans, for centuries, actively resisted
expansion of the US empire. With growing support for movements such as the campaign to abolish
Columbus Day and replace it with Indigenous Peoples’ Day and the Dakota Access Pipeline protest
led by the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe, An Indigenous Peoples’ History of the United States is an
essential resource providing historical threads that are crucial for understanding the present. In An
Indigenous Peoples’ History of the United States, Dunbar-Ortiz adroitly challenges the founding
myth of the United States and shows how policy against the Indigenous peoples was colonialist and
designed to seize the territories of the original inhabitants, displacing or eliminating them. And as
Dunbar-Ortiz reveals, this policy was praised in popular culture, through writers like James
Fenimore Cooper and Walt Whitman, and in the highest offices of government and the military.
Shockingly, as the genocidal policy reached its zenith under President Andrew Jackson, its
ruthlessness was best articulated by US Army general Thomas S. Jesup, who, in 1836, wrote of the
Seminoles: “The country can be rid of them only by exterminating them.” Spanning more than four
hundred years, this classic bottom-up peoples’ history radically reframes US history and explodes
the silences that have haunted our national narrative. An Indigenous Peoples' History of the United
States is a 2015 PEN Oakland-Josephine Miles Award for Excellence in Literature.

a disability history of the united states: No Right to Be Idle Sarah F. Rose, 2017-02-13
During the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, Americans with all sorts of disabilities
came to be labeled as unproductive citizens. Before that, disabled people had contributed as they
were able in homes, on farms, and in the wage labor market, reflecting the fact that Americans had
long viewed productivity as a spectrum that varied by age, gender, and ability. But as Sarah F. Rose
explains in No Right to Be Idle, a perfect storm of public policies, shifting family structures, and
economic changes effectively barred workers with disabilities from mainstream workplaces and
simultaneously cast disabled people as morally questionable dependents in need of permanent
rehabilitation to achieve self-care and self-support. By tracing the experiences of policymakers,
employers, reformers, and disabled people caught up in this epochal transition, Rose masterfully
integrates disability history and labor history. She shows how people with disabilities lost access to



paid work and the status of worker--a shift that relegated them and their families to poverty and
second-class economic and social citizenship. This has vast consequences for debates about
disability, work, poverty, and welfare in the century to come.

a disability history of the united states: About Us: Essays from the Disability Series of
the New York Times Peter Catapano, Rosemarie Garland-Thomson, 2019-09-03 Based on the
historic New York Times series, About Us features intimate, firsthand accounts on what it means,
and how it feels, to live with a disability. Boldly claiming a space where people with disabilities tell
the stories of their own lives—not other’s stories about them—About Us captures the voices of a
community that has for too long been stereotyped and misrepresented. Speaking not only to people
with disabilities and their support networks, but to all of us, the authors in About Us offer intimate
stories of how they navigate a world not built for them. Echoing the refrain of the disability rights
movement, “nothing about us without us,” this collection, with a foreword by Andrew Solomon, is a
landmark publication of the disability movement for readers of all backgrounds, communities, and
abilities.

a disability history of the united states: Being Heumann Judith Heumann, Kristen Joiner,
2020-02-25 A Publishers Weekly Best Book of the Year for Nonfiction ...an essential and engaging
look at recent disability history.— Buzzfeed One of the most influential disability rights activists in
US history tells her personal story of fighting for the right to receive an education, have a job, and
just be human. A story of fighting to belong in a world that wasn’t built for all of us and of one
woman'’s activism—from the streets of Brooklyn and San Francisco to inside the halls of
Washington—Being Heumann recounts Judy Heumann'’s lifelong battle to achieve respect,
acceptance, and inclusion in society. Paralyzed from polio at eighteen months, Judy’s struggle for
equality began early in life. From fighting to attend grade school after being described as a “fire
hazard” to later winning a lawsuit against the New York City school system for denying her a
teacher’s license because of her paralysis, Judy’s actions set a precedent that fundamentally
improved rights for disabled people. As a young woman, Judy rolled her wheelchair through the
doors of the US Department of Health, Education, and Welfare in San Francisco as a leader of the
Section 504 Sit-In, the longest takeover of a governmental building in US history. Working with a
community of over 150 disabled activists and allies, Judy successfully pressured the Carter
administration to implement protections for disabled peoples’ rights, sparking a national movement
and leading to the creation of the Americans with Disabilities Act. Candid, intimate, and irreverent,
Judy Heumann’s memoir about resistance to exclusion invites readers to imagine and make real a
world in which we all belong.

a disability history of the united states: Defectives in the Land Douglas C. Baynton,
2016-08-12 “Baynton argues that screening out disability emerged as the primary objective of U.S.
immigration policy during the late 19th and early 20th century.” —Journal of Social History
Immigration history has largely focused on the restriction of immigrants by race and ethnicity,
overlooking disability as a crucial factor in the crafting of the image of the “undesirable immigrant.”
Defectives in the Land, Douglas C. Baynton’s groundbreaking new look at immigration and
disability, aims to change this. In the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, Baynton
explains, immigration restriction in the United States was primarily intended to keep people with
disabilities—known as “defectives”—out of the country. The list of those included is long: the deaf,
blind, epileptic, and mobility impaired; people with curved spines, hernias, flat or club feet, missing
limbs, and short limbs; those unusually short or tall; people with intellectual or psychiatric
disabilities; intersexuals; men of “poor physique” and men diagnosed with “feminism.” Not only were
disabled individuals excluded, but particular races and nationalities were also identified as
undesirable based on their supposed susceptibility to mental, moral, and physical defects. In this
transformative book, Baynton argues that early immigration laws were a cohesive whole—a
decades-long effort to find an effective method of excluding people considered to be defective. This
effort was one aspect of a national culture that was increasingly fixated on competition and
efficiency, anxious about physical appearance and difference, and haunted by a fear of hereditary



defect and the degeneration of the American race.

a disability history of the united states: Nothing About Us Without Us James I. Charlton,
1998-03-27 James Charlton has produced a ringing indictment of disability oppression, which, he
says, is rooted in degradation, dependency, and powerlessness and is experienced in some form by
five hundred million persons throughout the world who have physical, sensory, cognitive, or
developmental disabilities. Nothing About Us Without Us is the first book in the literature on
disability to provide a theoretical overview of disability oppression that shows its similarities to, and
differences from, racism, sexism, and colonialism. Charlton's analysis is illuminated by interviews he
conducted over a ten-year period with disability rights activists throughout the Third World, Europe,
and the United States. Charlton finds an antidote for dependency and powerlessness in the
resistance to disability oppression that is emerging worldwide. His interviews contain striking
stories of self-reliance and empowerment evoking the new consciousness of disability rights
activists. As a latecomer among the world's liberation movements, the disability rights movement
will gain visibility and momentum from Charlton's elucidation of its history and its political
philosophy of self-determination, which is captured in the title of his book. Nothing About Us
Without Us expresses the conviction of people with disabilities that they know what is best for them.
Charlton's combination of personal involvement and theoretical awareness assures greater
understanding of the disability rights movement.

a disability history of the united states: Encyclopedia of American Disability History:
A-E Susan Burch, 2009 Examines the issues, events, people, activism, laws, and personal
experiences and social ramifications of disability throughout US history. This three-volume reference
is suitable for the high school and college curriculum.

a disability history of the united states: In the Shadow of Disability Pieter Verstraete,
2012-09-17 How can one write the history of disability, and what are the consequences for the
disabled themselves? This is the key question that Pieter Verstraete addresses in this pioneering
book that tries to rethink the possible bonds between disability, history and politics. Since the 1990’s
the concept of disability has gained in prominence. Perhaps more than in other branches of
historical enquiry, disability historians have attributed a crucial place to the notion ‘identity’.
Re-cently, however, the suitability of identity for the realization of libera-ting and emancipatory
politics for people with disabilities has been questioned. This book aims to incorporate some of the
critical approaches towards identity and to suggest a complementary connection between history
and political reform.

a disability history of the united states: Disability and Employment in the United States
Stephanie Patterson, 2019-10-07 Filling a gap within the discipline, Disability and Employment in
the United States is the first text to provide a broad overview of the connection between work and
disability. Highlighting the experiences of disabled individuals who have worked despite social
stigma, discrimination, hiring bias, and legal barriers, the main premise of the text is that contrary
to myths, people with disability have always been an important part of the U.S. workforce.

a disability history of the united states: Enabling Acts Lennard J. Davis, 2015-07-14 The first
major behind-the-scenes account of the history, passage, and impact of the Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA)—the landmark moment for disability rights The Americans with Disabilities
Act (ADA) is the widest-ranging and most comprehensive piece of civil rights legislation ever passed
in the United States, and it has become the model for disability-based laws around the world. Yet the
surprising story behind how the bill came to be is little known. In this riveting account, acclaimed
disability scholar Lennard J. Davis delivers the first on-the-ground narrative of how a band of leftist
Berkeley hippies managed to make an alliance with upper-crust, conservative Republicans to bring
about a truly bipartisan bill. Based on extensive interviews with all the major players involved
including legislators and activists, Davis recreates the dramatic tension of a story that is anything
but a dry account of bills and speeches. Rather, it’s filled with one indefatigable character after
another, culminating in explosive moments when the hidden army of the disability community stages
scenes like the iconic “Capitol Crawl” or an event when students stormed Gallaudet University




demanding a “Deaf President Now!” From inside the offices of newly formed disability groups to
secret breakfast meetings surreptitiously held outside the White House grounds, here we meet
countless unsung characters, including political heavyweights and disability advocates on the front
lines. “You want to fight?” an angered Ted Kennedy would shout in an upstairs room at the Capitol
while negotiating the final details of the ADA. Congressman Tony Coelho, whose parents once
thought him to be possessed by the devil because of his epilepsy, later became the bill’s primary
sponsor. There’s Justin Dart, adorned in disability power buttons and his signature cowboy hat, who
took to the road canvassing 50 states, and people like Patrisha Wright, also known as “The General,”
Arlene Myerson or “the brains,” “architect” Bob Funk, and visionary Mary Lou Breslin, who left the
hippie highlands of the West to pursue equal rights in the marble halls of DC.

a disability history of the united states: The Future of Disability in America Institute of
Medicine, Board on Health Sciences Policy, Committee on Disability in America, 2007-10-24 The
future of disability in America will depend on how well the U.S. prepares for and manages the
demographic, fiscal, and technological developments that will unfold during the next two to three
decades. Building upon two prior studies from the Institute of Medicine (the 1991 Institute of
Medicine's report Disability in America and the 1997 report Enabling America), The Future of
Disability in America examines both progress and concerns about continuing barriers that limit the
independence, productivity, and participation in community life of people with disabilities. This book
offers a comprehensive look at a wide range of issues, including the prevalence of disability across
the lifespan; disability trends the role of assistive technology; barriers posed by health care and
other facilities with inaccessible buildings, equipment, and information formats; the needs of young
people moving from pediatric to adult health care and of adults experiencing premature aging and
secondary health problems; selected issues in health care financing (e.g., risk adjusting payments to
health plans, coverage of assistive technology); and the organizing and financing of disability-related
research. The Future of Disability in America is an assessment of both principles and scientific
evidence for disability policies and services. This book's recommendations propose steps to eliminate
barriers and strengthen the evidence base for future public and private actions to reduce the impact
of disability on individuals, families, and society.

a disability history of the united states: The Radical Lives of Helen Keller Kim E. Nielsen,
2004 Despite her disabilities, Helen Keller worked tirelessly for human rights and other political
issues.

a disability history of the united states: Pennhurst and the Struggle for Disability
Rights Dennis B. Downey, James W. Conroy, 2020-04-13 Conceived in the era of eugenics as a
solution to what was termed the “problem of the feeble-minded,” state-operated institutions
subjected people with intellectual and developmental disabilities to a life of compulsory
incarceration. One of nearly 300 such facilities in the United States, Pennhurst State School and
Hospital was initially hailed as a “model institution” but was later revealed to be a nightmare, where
medical experimentation and physical and psychological abuse were rampant. At its peak, more than
3,500 residents were confined at Pennhurst, supervised by a staff of fewer than 600. Using a
blended narrative of essays and first-person accounts, this history of Pennhurst examines the
institution from its founding during an age of Progressive reform to its present-day exploitation as a
controversial Halloween attraction. In doing so, it traces a decades-long battle to reform the
abhorrent school and hospital and reveals its role as a catalyst for the disability rights movement.
Beginning in the 1950s, parent-advocates, social workers, and attorneys joined forces to challenge
the dehumanizing conditions at Pennhurst. Their groundbreaking advocacy, accelerated in 1968 by
the explosive televised exposé Suffer the Little Children, laid the foundation for lawsuits that
transformed American jurisprudence and ended mass institutionalization in the United States. As a
result, Pennhurst became a symbolic force in the disability civil rights movement in America and
around the world. Extensively researched and featuring the stories of survivors, parents, and
advocates, this compelling history will appeal both to those with connections to Pennhurst and to
anyone interested in the history of institutionalization and the disability rights movement.



a disability history of the united states: Disability in Antiquity Christian Laes, 2016-10-04
This volume is a major contribution to the field of disability history in the ancient world.
Contributions from leading international scholars examine deformity and disability from a variety of
historical, sociological and theoretical perspectives, as represented in various media. The volume is
not confined to a narrow view of ‘antiquity’ but includes a large number of pieces on ancient western
Asia that provide a broad and comparative view of the topic and enable scholars to see this
important topic in the round. Disability in Antiquity is the first multidisciplinary volume to truly map
out and explore the topic of disability in the ancient world and create new avenues of thought and
research.

a disability history of the united states: The Mark of Slavery Jenifer L. Barclay, 2021-04-13
Exploring the disability history of slavery Time and again, antebellum Americans justified slavery
and white supremacy by linking blackness to disability, defectiveness, and dependency. Jenifer L.
Barclay examines the ubiquitous narratives that depicted black people with disabilities as pitiable,
monstrous, or comical, narratives used not only to defend slavery but argue against it. As she shows,
this relationship between ableism and racism impacted racial identities during the antebellum
period and played an overlooked role in shaping American history afterward. Barclay also
illuminates the everyday lives of the ten percent of enslaved people who lived with disabilities.
Devalued by slaveholders as unsound and therefore worthless, these individuals nonetheless carved
out an unusual autonomy. Their roles as caregivers, healers, and keepers of memory made them
esteemed within their own communities and celebrated figures in song and folklore. Prescient in its
analysis and rich in detail, The Mark of Slavery is a powerful addition to the intertwined histories of
disability, slavery, and race.

a disability history of the united states: Familial Fitness Sandra M. Sufian, 2022-01-21 The
first social history of disability and difference in American adoption, from the Progressive Era to the
end of the twentieth century. Disability and child welfare, together and apart, are major concerns in
American society. Today, about 125,000 children in foster care are eligible and waiting for adoption,
and while many children wait more than two years to be adopted, children with disabilities wait even
longer. In Familial Fitness, Sandra M. Sufian uncovers how disability operates as a fundamental
category in the making of the American family, tracing major shifts in policy, practice, and attitudes
about the adoptability of disabled children over the course of the twentieth century. Chronicling the
long, complex history of disability, Familial Fitness explores how notions and practices of adoption
have—and haven’t—accommodated disability, and how the language of risk enters into that
complicated relationship. We see how the field of adoption moved from widely excluding children
with disabilities in the early twentieth century to partially including them at its close. As Sufian
traces this historical process, she examines the forces that shaped, and continue to shape, access to
the social institution of family and invites readers to rethink the meaning of family itself.

a disability history of the united states: The Psychological and Social Impact of Iliness and
Disability, 6th Edition Dr. Irmo Marini, Dr. Mark A. Stebnicki, 2012-02-24 Print+CourseSmart

a disability history of the united states: An African American and Latinx History of the
United States Paul Ortiz, 2018-01-30 An intersectional history of the shared struggle for African
American and Latinx civil rights Spanning more than two hundred years, An African American and
Latinx History of the United States is a revolutionary, politically charged narrative history, arguing
that the “Global South” was crucial to the development of America as we know it. Scholar and
activist Paul Ortiz challenges the notion of westward progress as exalted by widely taught
formulations like “manifest destiny” and “Jacksonian democracy,” and shows how placing African
American, Latinx, and Indigenous voices unapologetically front and center transforms US history
into one of the working class organizing against imperialism. Drawing on rich narratives and
primary source documents, Ortiz links racial segregation in the Southwest and the rise and violent
fall of a powerful tradition of Mexican labor organizing in the twentieth century, to May 1, 2006,
known as International Workers’ Day, when migrant laborers—Chicana/os, Afrocubanos, and
immigrants from every continent on earth—united in resistance on the first “Day Without



Immigrants.” As African American civil rights activists fought Jim Crow laws and Mexican labor
organizers warred against the suffocating grip of capitalism, Black and Spanish-language
newspapers, abolitionists, and Latin American revolutionaries coalesced around movements built
between people from the United States and people from Central America and the Caribbean. In stark
contrast to the resurgence of “America First” rhetoric, Black and Latinx intellectuals and organizers
today have historically urged the United States to build bridges of solidarity with the nations of the
Americas. Incisive and timely, this bottom-up history, told from the interconnected vantage points of
Latinx and African Americans, reveals the radically different ways that people of the diaspora have
addressed issues still plaguing the United States today, and it offers a way forward in the continued
struggle for universal civil rights. 2018 Winner of the PEN Oakland/Josephine Miles Literary Award

a disability history of the united states: A People's History of the United States Howard Zinn,
2003-02-04 Since its original landmark publication in 1980, A People's History of the United States
has been chronicling American history from the bottom up, throwing out the official version of
history taught in schools -- with its emphasis on great men in high places -- to focus on the street,
the home, and the, workplace. Known for its lively, clear prose as well as its scholarly research, A
People's History is the only volume to tell America's story from the point of view of -- and in the
words of -- America's women, factory workers, African-Americans, Native Americans, the working
poor, and immigrant laborers. As historian Howard Zinn shows, many of our country's greatest
battles -- the fights for a fair wage, an eight-hour workday, child-labor laws, health and safety
standards, universal suffrage, women's rights, racial equality -- were carried out at the grassroots
level, against bloody resistance. Covering Christopher Columbus's arrival through President
Clinton's first term, A People's History of the United States, which was nominated for the American
Book Award in 1981, features insightful analysis of the most important events in our history.
Revised, updated, and featuring a new after, word by the author, this special twentieth anniversary
edition continues Zinn's important contribution to a complete and balanced understanding of
American history.

a disability history of the united states: Disability in the Industrial Revolution David M.
Turner, Daniel Blackie, 2018-04-03 This electronic version has been made available under a Creative
Commons (BY-NC-ND) open access license. An electronic version of this book is also available under
a Creative Commons (CC-BY-NC-ND) license, thanks to the support of the Wellcome Trust. The
Industrial Revolution produced injury, illness and disablement on a large scale and nowhere was this
more visible than in coalmining. Disability in the Industrial Revolution sheds new light on the human
cost of industrialisation by examining the lives and experiences of those disabled in an industry that
was vital to Britain’s economic growth. Although it is commonly assumed that industrialisation led to
increasing marginalisation of people with impairments from the workforce, disabled mineworkers
were expected to return to work wherever possible, and new medical services developed to assist in
this endeavour. This book explores the working lives of disabled miners and analyses the medical,
welfare and community responses to disablement in the coalfields. It shows how disability affected
industrial relations and shaped the class identity of mineworkers. The book will appeal to students
and academics interested in disability, occupational health and social history.

a disability history of the united states: Why [ Burned My Book and Other Essays on
Disability Paul K. Longmore, 2003 'Personal inclination made me a historian. Personal encounter
with public policy made me an activist.'

a disability history of the united states: Telethons Paul K. Longmore, 2016 Marshaling two
decades' worth of painstaking research, Paul Longmore's book provides the first cultural history of
the telethon, charting its rise and profiling the key figures--philanthropists, politicians, celebrities,
corporate sponsors, and recipients--involved.

a disability history of the united states: The Ugly Laws Susan M. Schweik, 2009-05 In 1881,
the Chicago City Code read, Any person who is diseased, maimed, mutilated, or in any way
deformed... shall not... expose himself to public view. These ugly laws began in San Francisco in
1867, then spread through the U.S. and abroad; many in the U.S. weren't repealed until the 1970s.



English professor Schweik (A Gulf So Deeply Cut: American Women Poets and the Second World
War), co-director of UC Berkley's disabilities studies program, explores the emergence of these laws
and their tragic consequences for thousands. Motivated largely by the desire to reduce beggar
populations and to expand the role of charitable organizations, in practical terms the ugly laws
meant harsh policing; antibegging; systematized suspicion...; and structural and institutional
repulsion of disabled people. Schweik discusses the nineteenth century conditions that created a
demand for these laws, but notes how the resulting practices have carried through to the present.
Schweik draws on a deep index of resources, from legal proceedings to out-of-print books, to tell the
story of individuals long lost to history. Her detailed analysis will be of primary interest to those
involved with the history of social justice in the U.S. and the passage of the Americans with
Disabilities Act. 18 Illus. Copyright Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All
rights reserved.

a disability history of the united states: Disability and Colonialism Karen Soldatic, Shaun
Grech, 2017-10-02 The mapping, control and subjugation of the human body and mind were core
features of the colonial conquest. This book draws together a rich collection of diverse, yet rigorous,
papers that aim to expose the presence and significance of disability within colonialism, and how
disability remains present in the establishment, maintenance and continuation of colonial structures
of power. Disability as a site of historical analysis has become critically important to understanding
colonial relations of power and the ways in which gender and identity are defined through colonial
categorisations of the body. Thus, there is a growing prominence of disability within the historical
literature. Yet, there are few international anthologies that traverse a critical level of depth on the
subject domain. This book fills a critical gap in the historical literature and is likely to become a core
reader for post graduate studies within disability studies, postcolonial studies and more broadly
across the humanities. The chapters in this book were originally published as articles in Social
Identities: Journal for the Study of Race, Nation and Culture.

a disability history of the united states: Psychosocial Aspects of Disability Irmo Marini, PhD,
DSc, CRC, CLCP, Noreen M. Graf, RhD, CRC, Michael J. Millington, PhD, CRC, 2011-07-27 What a
marvelous and amazing textbook. Drs. Marini, Glover-Graf and Millington have done a remarkable
job in the design of this highly unique book, that comprehensively and very thoughtfully addresses
the psychosocial aspects of the disability experience. These highly respected scholars have produced
a major work that will be a central text in rehabilitation education for years to come. From the
Foreword by Michael J. Leahy, Ph.D., LPC, CRC Office of Rehabilitation and Disability Studies
Michigan State University This is an excellent book, but the best parts are the stories of the
disabled, which give readers insights into their struggles and triumphs. Score: 94, 4 Stars--Doody's
Medical Reviews What are the differences between individuals with disabilities who flourish as
opposed to those who never really adjust after a trauma? How are those born with a disability
different from individuals who acquire one later in life? This is the first textbook about the
psychosocial aspects of disability to provide students and practitioners of rehabilitation counseling
with vivid insight into the experience of living with a disability. It features the first-person narratives
of 16 people living with a variety of disabling conditions, which are integrated with sociological and
societal perspectives toward disability, and strategies for counseling persons with disabilities. Using
a minority model perspective to address disability, the book focuses on historical perspectives,
cultural variants regarding disability, myths and misconceptions, the attitudes of special interest and
occupational groups, the psychology of disability with a focus on positive psychology, and
adjustments to disability by the individual and family. A wealth of counseling guidelines and useful
strategies are geared specifically to individual disabilities. Key Features: Contains narratives of
people living with blindness, hearing impairments, spinal cord injuries, muscular dystrophy, polio,
mental illness, and other disabilities Provides counseling guidelines and strategies specifically
geared toward specific disabilities, including dos and don'ts Includes psychological and sociological
research relating to individual disabilities Discusses ongoing treatment issues and ethical dilemmas
for rehabilitation counselors Presents thought-provoking discussion questions in each chapter



Authored by prominent professor and researcher who became disabled as a young adult

a disability history of the united states: Making Archives Accessible for People with
Disabilities Frank H. Serene, 2008

a disability history of the united states: A Queer History of the United States Michael
Bronski, 2012-05-15 Winner of the Stonewall Book Award in nonfiction The first comprehensive
history of lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender America, from pre-1492 to the present Readable,
radical, and smart—a must read.—Alison Bechdel, author of Fun Home Intellectually dynamic and
endlessly provocative, this is more than a “who’s who” of queer history: it is a narrative that
radically challenges how we understand American history. Drawing upon primary documents,
literature, and cultural histories, scholar and activist Michael Bronski charts the breadth of leshian,
gay, bisexual, and transgender history, from 1492 to the present, a testament to how the LGBTQ+
experience has profoundly shaped American culture and history. American history abounds with
unknown or ignored examples of queer life, from the ineffectiveness of sodomy laws in the colonies
to the prevalence of cross-dressing women soldiers in the Civil War and resistance to homophobic
social purity movements. Bronski highlights such groundbreaking moments of queer history as: * In
the 1620s, Thomas Morton broke from Plymouth Colony and founded Merrymount, which celebrated
same-sex desire, atheism, and interracial marriage. *Transgender evangelist Jemima Wilkinson, in
the early 1800s, changed her name to Publick Universal Friend, refused to use pronouns, fought for
gender equality, and led her own congregation in upstate New York. ¢ In the mid-19th century,
internationally famous Shakespearean actor Charlotte Cushman led an openly lesbian life, including
a well-publicized “female marriage.” ¢ in the late 1920s, Augustus Granville Dill was fired by W. E.
B. Du Bois from the NAACP’s magazine the Crisis after being arrested for a homosexual encounter.
Informative and empowering, this engrossing and revelatory treatise emphasizes that there is no
American history without queer history.

a disability history of the united states: Disabled Veterans in History David A. Gerber, 2000
Examines the injuries of military service across time and Western cultures

a disability history of the united states: Encyclopedia of Disability Gary L Albrecht, 2006
Presents current knowledge of and experience with disability across a wide variety of places,
conditions, and cultures to both the general reader and the specialist.

a disability history of the united states: Disabling Barriers Ravi Malhotra, Benjamin Isitt,
2017-10-15 Disabling Barriers analyzes issues relating to disability at different moments in Canadian
and American history. In this volume, legal scholars, historians, and disability-rights activists
demonstrate that disabled people can change their social status by transforming the political and
legal discourse surrounding disablement. Employing tools from the fields of law and history, this
original contribution explores how disabled people have been portrayed and treated in a variety of
contexts, including within the labour market, the workers’ compensation system, the immigration
process, and the legal system (both as litigants and as lawyers). It deepens our knowledge of the role
of people with disabilities within social movements in disability history. The contributors encourage
us to rethink our understanding of both the systemic barriers disabled people face and the capacity
of disabled people to effect positive societal change.

Additional Resources

A Disability History Of The United States - cdn.bookey.app
In "A Disability History of the United States," Kim E. Nielsen embarks on a profound exploration of the
history of disability within the United States, beginning with an analysis of Early America ...

Disability History Timeline for website - Delaware Disability Hub



Sep 11, 2001 - The following is a select list of national and international milestones highlighting people,

events and legislation that were a part of or effected disability rights. Please Note: ...

Historical Background of Disabilities - SAGE Publications Inc
Chapter Highlights: This chapter highlights the historical background of disabili-ties along with past and
current legislation about the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), the Individuals ...

Disability History: An introduction - Disability & Philanthropy
Across the United States, from 1909 through the 1970s, disabled women, disabled men were put into

institutions, were sterilized against their will and often without their knowledge. [Archival ...

A Disability History Of The United States (2024)
A Disability History of the United States Kim E. Nielsen,2012-10-02 The first book to cover the entirety of
disability history from pre 1492 to the present Disability is not just the story of ...

Who’s Not Yet Here? American Disability History - Learning ...
of this essay is to outline the evolution of American Disability history as a field of study, discuss its

contributions to the discipline of history, and touch on some of the challenges it poses and faces.

National Consortium on Leadership and Disability for Youth
This disability history timeline is designed to help you learn about the rich history of people with
disabilities. If you have a disability, this is about your history, but it may not be the history you ...

One Out of Five - Disability History in the United States

e Why is disability history important? - What does the disability civil rights movement look like? -
‘What and who shaped disability history in the United States? Objectives Students will be able ...

AN INSTITUTIONAL HISTORY OF DISABILITY - Archive.org
Throughout Western history, disability has existed at the intersection between the particular demands of a

given impairment, society’s interpretation of that impairment, and the larger po- ...

A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE DISABILITY RIGHTS MOVEMENT - ADL
1930s the United States saw the introduction of many new advancements in technology as well as in

government assistance, contributing to the self-reliance and self-sufficiency of people with ...

Disahils D \ DISARILITY HISTORY OF THE

Nielsen explores disability in American indigenous cultures; the stories of slaves with disabilities; the

establishment of disability as a social, rhetorical, and le-gal category in the 19th centurys; ...

A Historical Overview of Disability and Employment in the ...
Apr 24, 2021 - Research indicates that through the centuries, disabled people have been important members



of the United States workforce, adding their skills, unique abilities, and ...

SOCIAL JUSTICE FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES TIMELINE OF ...
TIMELINE OF THE DISABILITY RIGHTS MOVEMENT 1920: THE SMITH-FESS ACT Also known as

the Civilian Vocational Rehabilitation Act, this law established a federal program to provide ...

Book Review: A Disability History of the United States by Kim ...
in that quest is Kim E. Nielsen’s A Disability History of the United States. Nielsen (2012:xvii) sets out to do

what “no one has attempted,” that is, to create a chronological and inclusive narrative ...

Paintine 2 Picture: A Timeline of Stud +h Disabilities

disabilities. Historically, there have been three distinct eras in history with regard to special education for

students with disabilities: Early Reform (1800-1850), Stagnation and Regression ...

A Disabilitv Hi OF The United States (2024)

This volume uncovers a history of disability in African American slavery from the primary record,

analyzing how concepts of race, disability, and power converged in the United States in the ...

Disabilities and the Law: The Evolution of Independence
Disability Rights in the United States The disability rights movement has transformed the “social good” of

services into a “rights model.” When we trace existing legal rights back to their origins ...

Mi ft Word - A Brief Hi £ Devel | Disabiliti
A Brief History of Developmental Disabilities in the United States 18 th — Early 19 th Century: The

Enlightenment ideal that all people are capable of reasoning and that our sameness as people ...

SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES
3 days ago - See United States v. Detroit Timber & Lumber Co., 200 U. S. 321, 337. SUPREME COURT OF
THE UNITED STATES . ... fied individual with a disability in the United States . . . ...

A Hi £ Devel | Disabilities: I I | A
Jan 16, 2015 - As early as 1842-46, training schools for children with disabilities were established in Berlin

and London. In 1844, Doctor Edouard Seguin, was considered the first great teacher ...

A Disability History Of The United States - cdn.bookey.app
In "A Disability History of the United States," Kim E. Nielsen embarks on a profound exploration of the
history of disability within the United States, beginning with an analysis of Early America ...

Disability Hi Timeline & bsite - Del Disahilitx Hul

Sep 11, 2001 - The following is a select list of national and international milestones highlighting people,

events and legislation that were a part of or effected disability rights. Please Note: ...

Historical Background of Disabilities - SAGE Publications Inc



Chapter Highlights: This chapter highlights the historical background of disabili-ties along with past and
current legislation about the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), the Individuals ...

Disability History: An introduction - Disability & Philanthropy
Across the United States, from 1909 through the 1970s, disabled women, disabled men were put into

institutions, were sterilized against their will and often without their knowledge. [Archival ...

A Disability History Of The United States (2024)
A Disability History of the United States Kim E. Nielsen,2012-10-02 The first book to cover the entirety of
disability history from pre 1492 to the present Disability is not just the story of ...
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of this essay is to outline the evolution of American Disability history as a field of study, discuss its

contributions to the discipline of history, and touch on some of the challenges it poses and faces.

National Consortium on Leadership and Disability for Youth
This disability history timeline is designed to help you learn about the rich history of people with
disabilities. If you have a disability, this is about your history, but it may not be the history you ...

One Out of Five - Disability History in the United States

e Why is disability history important? - What does the disability civil rights movement look like? -
‘What and who shaped disability history in the United States? Objectives Students will be able ...

AN INSTITUTIONAL HISTORY OF DISABILITY - Archive.org
Throughout Western history, disability has existed at the intersection between the particular demands of a

given impairment, society’s interpretation of that impairment, and the larger po- ...

A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE DISABILITY RIGHTS ...
1930s the United States saw the introduction of many new advancements in technology as well as in

government assistance, contributing to the self-reliance and self-sufficiency of people with ...

Disability and Democracy A DISABILITY HISTORY OF THE ...
Nielsen explores disability in American indigenous cultures; the stories of slaves with disabilities; the

establishment of disability as a social, rhetorical, and le-gal category in the 19th centurys; ...

A Historical Overview of Disability and Employment in the ...
Apr 24, 2021 - Research indicates that through the centuries, disabled people have been important members

of the United States workforce, adding their skills, unique abilities, and ...

SOCIAL JUSTICE FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES ...
TIMELINE OF THE DISABILITY RIGHTS MOVEMENT 1920: THE SMITH-FESS ACT Also known as



the Civilian Vocational Rehabilitation Act, this law established a federal program to provide ...

Book Review: A Disability History of the United States by Kim ...
in that quest is Kim E. Nielsen’s A Disability History of the United States. Nielsen (2012:xvii) sets out to do

what “no one has attempted,” that is, to create a chronological and inclusive narrative ...

Painting a Picture: A Timeline of Students with Disabilities in ...
disabilities. Historically, there have been three distinct eras in history with regard to special education for

students with disabilities: Early Reform (1800-1850), Stagnation and Regression ...

A Disability History Of The United States (2024)
This volume uncovers a history of disability in African American slavery from the primary record,

analyzing how concepts of race, disability, and power converged in the United States in the ...

Disabilities and the Law: The Evolution of Independence
Disability Rights in the United States The disability rights movement has transformed the “social good” of

services into a “rights model.” When we trace existing legal rights back to their origins ...

Microsoft Word - A Brief History of Developmental Disabilities ...
A Brief History of Developmental Disabilities in the United States 18 th — Early 19 th Century: The

Enlightenment ideal that all people are capable of reasoning and that our sameness as people ...

SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES
3 days ago - See United States v. Detroit Timber & Lumber Co., 200 U. S. 321, 337. SUPREME COURT OF
THE UNITED STATES . ... fied individual with a disability in the United States . . . ...

A Disability History Of The United States

A Disability History Of The United States
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