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Introduction: Understanding Marx's Enduring Legacy

Karl Marx's A Contribution to the Critique of Political Economy, published in 1859, isn't just a historical
document; it's a foundational text that continues to shape our understanding of economic systems and their
inherent contradictions. This work, often considered a precursor to Das Kapital, provides a crucial
framework for analyzing the relationship between economic structures and social relations, offering
insights that remain remarkably relevant in the 21st century. This article will delve into the key
arguments presented in A Contribution to the Critique of Political Economy, exploring its enduring
implications for various industries and the global economy.

The Commodity and its Fetish: Deconstructing the Modern Marketplace

One of the central themes in A Contribution to the Critique of Political Economy is the concept of
"commodity fetishism." Marx argued that under capitalism, the social relations of production are obscured,
with the focus shifting solely to the exchange value of commodities. The labor that produces a good, and the
exploitative conditions under which it is often produced, are rendered invisible, replaced by a seemingly
neutral market mechanism. This has profound implications for various industries. For example, the fast
fashion industry relies heavily on hidden labor exploitation in developing countries, masking the true cost
of production behind the low prices of garments. Understanding commodity fetishism, as outlined in Marx's
work, is crucial to critically analyzing such exploitative practices.



Surplus Value and the Distribution of Wealth: Unequal Outcomes in a
Capitalist System

A Contribution to the Critique of Political Economy lays the groundwork for Marx's theory of surplus
value – the difference between the value produced by labor and the wages paid to that labor. This surplus
value, Marx argued, is the source of capitalist profit, and its appropriation by the capitalist class leads to
inherent inequalities in wealth distribution. This concept has significant implications for industries with
high profit margins, like technology and finance, where the concentration of wealth in the hands of a few
is particularly evident. Understanding the mechanics of surplus value helps us unpack the widening gap
between the rich and the poor, a persistent feature of capitalist economies.

The Historical Materialist Perspective: A Critical Lens for Industry
Analysis

Marx's historical materialism, a key element of A Contribution to the Critique of Political Economy, posits
that economic structures are the foundation upon which social and political systems are built. This
perspective offers a powerful lens through which to analyze the historical development of various
industries and their impact on society. For instance, examining the evolution of the automotive industry
through a historical materialist lens reveals the intricate interplay between technological innovation, labor
relations, environmental consequences, and geopolitical power dynamics. This approach allows for a more
comprehensive understanding of an industry's societal impact beyond simple economic indicators.

The Role of Crisis in Capitalism: Understanding Instability and its Impacts

Marx predicted inherent crises within capitalism, stemming from contradictions within the system itself.
These crises, according to A Contribution to the Critique of Political Economy, are not random events but
are systematically generated by the drive for profit and the accumulation of capital. The 2008 financial crisis
serves as a stark example of the instability inherent within capitalist systems. This understanding of cyclical
crises has significant implications for industries vulnerable to economic downturns, such as construction and
real estate. By analyzing the historical trajectory of crises, we can better anticipate and mitigate the effects
on various sectors.

The Relevance of A Contribution to the Critique of Political Economy
Today

The insights provided by A Contribution to the Critique of Political Economy remain powerfully relevant
in addressing contemporary economic challenges. The rise of global supply chains, the increasing power of
multinational corporations, and the persistence of inequality all underscore the continuing significance of
Marx's critique. Understanding the dynamics of capitalism, as outlined in this foundational text, is crucial



for developing effective policies to address social and economic injustices and build more equitable and
sustainable industries.

Conclusion:

A Contribution to the Critique of Political Economy is not merely an historical artifact; it's a living
document that continues to offer critical insights into the functioning of capitalist systems and their impact
on society. By applying Marx's framework to the analysis of contemporary industries, we can gain a deeper
understanding of the complex interplay between economic structures, social relations, and power dynamics.
This critical perspective is essential for fostering more equitable, sustainable, and just economic systems.

FAQs:

What is the main focus of A Contribution to the Critique of Political Economy? It lays the1.
groundwork for Marx's critique of political economy, focusing on the concepts of commodity
fetishism, surplus value, and historical materialism.

How does the book relate to Das Kapital? It serves as a foundational text, outlining the key concepts1.
and arguments that are developed more fully in Das Kapital.

What are the implications of commodity fetishism for consumers? It obscures the exploitative labor1.
practices behind the production of goods, leading consumers to be unaware of the true cost of their
purchases.

How is surplus value relevant to modern industries? It explains the source of capitalist profit and1.
helps to understand why wealth is concentrated in the hands of a few.

What is historical materialism, and how does it help us understand industry? It's a methodology that1.
emphasizes the importance of economic structures in shaping social and political systems, providing a
framework for analyzing the historical development of industries.



How does Marx's analysis of crisis apply to contemporary events? It helps us understand the inherent1.
instability of capitalism and the cyclical nature of economic crises.

What are some criticisms of Marx's work? Critics often point to the complexities of predicting1.
capitalist crises and the challenges of implementing socialist alternatives.

How can A Contribution to the Critique of Political Economy inform policy decisions? It provides a1.
critical framework for understanding the root causes of social and economic inequalities, which can
inform policies aimed at greater equity.

Is A Contribution to the Critique of Political Economy still relevant today? Absolutely. Its analysis of1.
capitalism remains highly relevant in understanding contemporary economic and social issues.

Related Articles:

"Marx's Theory of Value and its Contemporary Relevance": Explores the continuing relevance of1.
Marx's labor theory of value in understanding modern economic systems.

"Commodity Fetishism in the Digital Age": Examines how commodity fetishism manifests itself in1.
the context of the digital economy and online marketplaces.

"The Global Supply Chain and the Exploitation of Labor": Analyzes the global distribution of labor and1.
its relation to Marx's concept of surplus value.



"Capitalism and Crisis: A Historical Perspective": Examines recurring crises in capitalism throughout1.
history, drawing on Marx's analysis of the inherent contradictions of the system.

"Historical Materialism and the Development of Technology": Explores the relationship between1.
technological innovation and economic structures from a historical materialist perspective.

"Marx's Critique of Political Economy and Contemporary Inequality": Investigates the connection1.
between Marx's critique and the growing gap between rich and poor.

"The Relevance of Marx's Work for Sustainable Development": Explores how Marx's insights can1.
contribute to the development of more sustainable economic systems.

"Beyond Capitalism: Exploring Alternatives to the Current Economic System": Examines alternative1.
economic models and their potential to address the shortcomings of capitalism.

"Critical Perspectives on Globalization and its Impact on Labor": Analyzes the impact of globalization1.
on labor markets through a critical lens informed by Marx's work.
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  a contribution to the critique of political economy: Grundrisse Karl Marx, 2005-11-24
Written during the winter of 1857-8, the Grundrisse was considered by Marx to be the first scientific
elaboration of communist theory. A collection of seven notebooks on capital and money, it both
develops the arguments outlined in the Communist Manifesto (1848) and explores the themes and
theses that were to dominate his great later work Capital. Here, for the first time, Marx set out his
own version of Hegel's dialectics and developed his mature views on labour, surplus value and profit,
offering many fresh insights into alienation, automation and the dangers of capitalist society. Yet
while the theories in Grundrisse make it a vital precursor to Capital, it also provides invaluable
descriptions of Marx's wider-ranging philosophy, making it a unique insight into his beliefs and
hopes for the foundation of a communist state.
  a contribution to the critique of political economy: A Contribution to the Critique of
Political Economy Karl Marx, 1971
  a contribution to the critique of political economy: Globalization and the Critique of
Political Economy Lucia Pradella, 2014-11-27 The nature of the contemporary global political
economy and the significance of the current crisis are a matter of wide-ranging intellectual and
political debate, which has contributed to a revival of interest in Marx’s critique of political
economy. This book interrogates such a critique within the broader framework of the history of
political economy, and offers a new appreciation of its contemporary relevance. A distinctive feature
of this study is its use of the new historical critical edition of the writings of Marx and Engels
(MEGA2), their partially unpublished notebooks in particular. The sheer volume of this material
forces a renewed encounter with Marx. It demonstrates that the international sphere and
non-European societies had an increasing importance in his research, which developed the scientific
elements elaborated by Marx’s predecessors. This book questions widespread assumptions that the
nation-state was the starting point for the analysis of development. It explores the international
foundations of political economy, from mercantilism to Adam Smith and David Ricardo and to Hegel,
and investigates how the understanding of the international political economy informs the
interpretations of history to which it gave rise. The book then traces the developments of Marx’s
critique of political economy from the early 1840s to Capital Volume 1 and shows that his deepening
understanding of the laws of capitalist uneven and combined development allowed him to recognise
the growth of a world working class. Marx’s work thus offers the necessary categories to develop an
alternative to methodological nationalism and Eurocentrism grounded in a critique of political
economy. This book is essential reading for anyone interested in the development of Marx’s thought
and in the foundations of International Political Economy.
  a contribution to the critique of political economy: A Contribution to the Critique of
Political Economy Karl Marx, 2013-01-28 Unlike some other reproductions of classic texts (1) We
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endeavoured to keep the quality of these images, so they represent accurately the original artefact.
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to be made available for future generations to enjoy.
  a contribution to the critique of political economy: A Contribution to the Critique of the
Political Economy Marx Karl, 2016-06-23 Unlike some other reproductions of classic texts (1) We
have not used OCR(Optical Character Recognition), as this leads to bad quality books with
introduced typos. (2) In books where there are images such as portraits, maps, sketches etc We have
endeavoured to keep the quality of these images, so they represent accurately the original artefact.
Although occasionally there may be certain imperfections with these old texts, we feel they deserve
to be made available for future generations to enjoy.
  a contribution to the critique of political economy: Labour and Value: Rethinking Marx’s
Theory of Exploitation Ernesto Screpanti, 2019-10-09 In this book Ernesto Screpanti provides a
rigorous examination of Marx’s theory of exploitation, one of the cornerstones of Marxist thought.
With precision and clarity, he identifies the holes in traditional readings of Marx’s theory before
advancing his own original interpretation, drawing on contemporary philosophy and economic
theory to provide a refreshingly interdisciplinary exegesis. Screpanti’s arguments are delivered with
perspicuity and verve: this is a book that aims to spark a debate. He exposes ambiguities present in
Marx’s exposition of his own theory, especially when dealing with the employment contract and the
notions of ‘abstract labor’ and ‘labor value’, and he argues that these ambiguities have given rise to
misunderstandings in previous analyses of Marx’s theory of exploitation. Screpanti’s own
interpretation is a meticulously argued counterpoint to these traditional interpretations. Labour and
Value is a significant contribution to the theory of economics, particularly Marxist economics. It will
also be of great interest to scholars in other disciplines including sociology, political science, and
moral and political philosophy. Screpanti’s clear and engaging writing style will attract the
interested general reader as well as the academic theorist.
  a contribution to the critique of political economy: Black Awakening in Capitalist
America Robert L. Allen, 1990 Black Awakening in Capitalist America is a classic study of the Black
liberation movement of the 1960s. Examining Black Power and black capitalism, the student and
radical movements, nationalists and integrationists, Allen argues that Black America, hemmed in by
racism, constitutes an underdeveloped, domestic colony within the United States. Black Awakening
in Capitalist America is essential reading to understand the origins and development of the
contemporary black struggle for freedom.
  a contribution to the critique of political economy: Contributions to Political Economy ,
1996
  a contribution to the critique of political economy: Critique of Hegel's Philosophy of
Right Karl Marx, 2024-05-09 A new translation of Marx's 1844 Zur Kritik der Hegelschen
Rechtsphilosophie from the original manuscript. This edition includes a new introduction by the
translator and reference materials including a Glossary of Philosophic and Economic Marxist
Terminology, an Index of Personalities Associated with Marx and a Timeline of Marx’s Life and
Works. This is Volume III in The Complete Works of Karl Marx by NL Press. In Towards the Critique
of Hegel's Philosophy of Right Marx's argument is that Hegel's political philosophy is an abstraction
that fails to take into account the concrete reality of human existence and the class struggles that
shape it. He contends that in order to understand the state, civil society, and the concept of
alienation, one must take into account the economic relations that underlie it and the material
conditions of society. The central argument of Marx's critique is that the state is not a neutral
arbiter of justice, but is rather an instrument of class warefare and exploitation. This is a mimicry of
Feuerbach’s argument nearly word-for-word. Marx's critique serves to demonstrate the importance
of a historical and materialist perspective in understanding the nature of human freedom and
morality. It serves as a precursor to his later theories of historical materialism and dialectical



materialism, which continue to be influential in the modern world. Marx's critique in this work
centers around the idea that Hegel's philosophy is an abstraction that fails to take into account the
concrete reality of human existence and the class struggles that shape it.
  a contribution to the critique of political economy: For a New Critique of Political Economy
Bernard Stiegler, 2010-11 The catastrophic economic, social and political crisis of our time calls for
a new and original critique of political economy - a rethinking of Marx's project in the very different
conditions of twenty-first century capitalism. Stiegler argues that today the proletarian must be
reconceptualized as the economic agent whose knowledge and memory are confiscated by machines.
This new sense of the term ‘proletarian' is best understood by reference to Plato's critique of
exteriorized memory. By bringing together Plato and Marx, Stiegler can show how a generalized
proletarianization now encompasses not only the muscular system, as Marx saw it, but also the
nervous system of the so-called creative workers in the information industries. The proletarians of
the former are deprived of their practical know-how, whereas the latter are shorn of their theoretical
practice, and both suffer from a confiscation of the very possibility of a genuine art of living. But the
mechanisms at work in this new and accentuated form of proletarianization are the very mechanisms
that may spur a reversal of the process. Such a reversal would imply a crucial distinction between
one's life work, originating in otium (leisure devoted to the techniques of the self), and the job,
consisting in a negotium (the negotiation and calculation, increasingly restricted to short-term
expectations), leading to the necessity of a new conception of economic value. This short text offers
an excellent introduction to Stiegler's work while at the same time representing a political call to
arms in the face of a deepening economic and social crisis.
  a contribution to the critique of political economy: The Critique Of The Political
Economy Karl Marx, 2019-06-03 The Critique Of The Political Economy is an analysis of capitalism
and quantity theory of money, achieved by critiquing the writings of the leading theoretical
exponents of capitalism at that time: these were the political economists, nowadays often referred to
as the classical economists; Adam Smith and David Ricardo. Contents: Commodities Notes on the
History of the Theory of Value Money or Simple Circulation The Measure of Value Theories of the
Unit of Measure of Money The Medium of Circulation The Metamorphosis of Commodities The
Circulation of Money Coin and Symbols of Value Money Hoarding Means of Payment World Money
The Precious Metals Theories of the Medium of Circulation and of Money Introduction to the
Critique of Political Economy Production in General The General Relation of Production to
Distribution, change, and Consumption The Method of Political Economy Production, Means of
Production, and Conditions of Production
  a contribution to the critique of political economy: Karl Marx’s Ecosocialism Kohei Saito,
2017-10-24 Delving into Karl Marx's central works as well as his natural scientific notebooks,
published only recently and still being translated, [the author] argues that Karl Marx actually saw
the environment crisis embedded in captialism. [The book] shows us that Marx has given us more
than we once thought, that we can now come closer to finishing Marx's critique, and to building a
sustainable ecosocialist world.--Page [4] of cover.
  a contribution to the critique of political economy: A Contribution to the Critique of
Political Economy (Classic Reprint) Karl Marx, 2017-09-18 Excerpt from A Contribution to the
Critique of Political Economy I omit a general introduction which I had prepared, as on second
thought any anticipation of results that are still to be proven, seemed to me objectionable, and the
reader who wishes to follow me at all, must make up his mind to pass from the special to the
general. On the other hand, some remarks as to the course of my own politico-economic studies may
be in place here. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and
classic books. Find more at www.forgottenbooks.com This book is a reproduction of an important
historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the work,
preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases,
an imperfection in the original, such as a blemish or missing page, may be replicated in our edition.
We do, however, repair the vast majority of imperfections successfully; any imperfections that



remain are intentionally left to preserve the state of such historical works.
  a contribution to the critique of political economy: Karl Marx’s Life, Ideas, and Influences
Shaibal Gupta, Marcello Musto, Babak Amini, 2019-09-28 Since the latest crisis of capitalism broke
out in 2008, Marx has been back in fashion, and sometimes it seems that his ideas have never been
as topical, or as commanding of respect and interest, as they are today. This edited collection arises
from one of the largest international conferences dedicated to the bicentenary of Marx’s birth. The
volume contains 16 chapters authored by globally renowned scholars and is divided into two parts: I)
On the Critique of Politics; II) On the Critique of Political Economy. These contributions, from
multiple academic disciplines, offer diverse perspectives on why Marx is still so relevant for our
times and make this book a source of great appeal for both expert scholars of Marx as well as
students and general readers who are approaching his theories for the first time.
  a contribution to the critique of political economy: An Introduction to the Three
Volumes of Karl Marx's Capital Michael Heinrich, 2012-06-01 The global economic crisis and
recession that began in 2008 had at least one unexpected outcome: a surge in sales of Karl Marx's
Capital. Although mainstream economists and commentators once dismissed Marx's work as
outmoded and flawed, some are begrudgingly acknowledging an analysis that sees capitalism as
inherently unstable. And of course, there are those, like Michael Heinrich, who have seen the value
of Marx all along, and are in a unique position to explain the intricacies of Marx's thought.
Heinrich's modern interpretation of Capital is now available to English-speaking readers for the first
time. It has gone through nine editions in Germany, is the standard work for Marxist study groups,
and is used widely in German universities. The author systematically covers all three volumes of
Capital and explains all the basic aspects of Marx's critique of capitalism in a way that is clear and
concise. He provides background information on the intellectual and political milieu in which Marx
worked, and looks at crucial issues beyond the scope of Capital, such as class struggle, the
relationship between capital and the state, accusations of historical determinism, and Marx's
understanding of communism. Uniquely, Heinrich emphasizes the monetary character of Marx's
work, in addition to the traditional emphasis on the labor theory of value, this highlighting the
relevance of Capital to the age of financial explosions and implosions.
  a contribution to the critique of political economy: Critical Theory and the Critique of
Political Economy Werner Bonefeld, 2014-05-08 Subversive thought is none other than the cunning
of reason when confronted with a social reality in which the poor and miserable are required to
sustain the illusion of fictitious wealth. Yet, this subsidy is absolutely necessary in existing society, to
prevent its implosion. The critique of political economy is a thoroughly subversive business. It
rejects the appearance of economic reality as a natural thing, argues that economy has not
independent existence, expounds economy as political economy, and rejects as conformist rebellion
those anti-capitalist perspectives that derive their rationality from the existing conceptuality of
society. Subversion focuses on human conditions. Its critical subject is society unaware of itself. This
book develops Marx's critique of political economy as negative theory of society. It does not conform
to the patterns of the world and demands that society rids itself of all the muck of ages and founds
itself anew.
  a contribution to the critique of political economy: Understanding Marxism Richard D.
Wolff, 2018-11-26 Why should we pay attention to the great social critics like Marx? Americans,
especially now, confront serious questions and evidences that our capitalist system is in trouble. It
clearly serves the 1% far, far better than what it is doing to the vast mass of the people. Marx was a
social critic for whom capitalism was not the end of human history. It was just the latest phase and
badly needed the transition to something better. We offer this essay now because of the power and
usefulness today of Marx's criticism of the capitalist economic system. eBook: https: //bit.ly/2K6iI8v
  a contribution to the critique of political economy: Walter Benjamin and the Critique of
Political Economy Duy Lap Nguyen, 2022-07-14 Exploring the connections between Walter
Benjamin's philosophy of history and a Marxian Critique of Political Economy, Duy Lap Nguyen
analyses Benjamin's early writings and their development into a distinct understanding of historical



materialism. Benjamin's historically materialist conception of history is shown to be characterised by
a focus on the religion of capitalism, the mythology of the state, and messianic time. Revealing these
factors, Nguyen joins up Benjamin's philosophical critique of the Kantian conception of history,
alongside the historical trajectory of capitalism he subscribed to. Influenced by the theory of fascism
outlined by German Marxist theorist Karl Korsch, we see how Benjamin's own theory of revolution
and redemption in capitalist society developed into a sophisticated critique. Essential to Benjamin's
materialist critique was a recognition of the fallibility of the Enlightenment notion of progress, as
well as the need to overturn the political and economic catastrophes which enable capitalism and
fascism to thrive. In mapping the exact course of Benjamin's critical historical materialism, Nguyen
fully explicates the unique contribution he made to western Marxism.
  a contribution to the critique of political economy: Marx in the Field Alessandra
Mezzadri, 2021-02-15 Marx in the Field is a unique edited collection illustrating the relevance of the
Marxian method to study contemporary capitalism and the global development process. Essays in
the collection bring Marx ‘to the field’ in three ways. They illustrate how Marxian categories can be
concretely deployed for field research in the global economy, they analyse how these categories may
be adapted during fieldwork and they discuss data collection methods supporting Marxian analysis.
Crucially, many of the contributions expand the scope of Marxian analysis by combining its insights
with those of other intellectual traditions, including radical feminisms, critical realism and
postcolonial studies. The book defines the possibilities and challenges of fieldwork guided by
Marxian analysis, including those emerging from the COVID-19 pandemic. The collection takes a
global approach to the study of development and of contemporary capitalism. While some essays
focus on themes and geographical areas of long-term concern for international development – like
informal or rural poverty and work across South Asia, Southern and West Africa, or South America –
others focus instead on actors benefitting from the development process - like regional exporters,
larger farmers, and traders – or on unequal socio-economic outcomes across richer and emerging
economies and regions – including Gulf countries, North America, Southern Europe, or Post-Soviet
Central and Eastern Europe. Some essays explore global processes cutting across the world
economy, connecting multiple regions, actors and inequalities. While some of the contributions focus
on classic Marxian tropes in the study of contemporary capitalism – like class, labour and working
conditions, agrarian change, or global commodity chains and prices – others aim at demonstrating
the relevance of the Marxian method beyond its traditional boundaries – for instance, for exploring
the interplays between food, nutrition and poverty; the links between social reproduction, gender
and homework; the features of migration and refugees regimes, tribal chieftaincy structures or
prison labour; or the dynamics structuring global surrogacy. Overall, through the analysis of an
extremely varied set of concrete settings and cases, this book illustrates the extraordinary insights
we can gain by bringing Marx in the field.
  a contribution to the critique of political economy: The Process of Circulation of Capital
Karl Marx, 1967
  a contribution to the critique of political economy: A Contribution to the Critique of
Political Economy - Scholar's Choice Edition Karl Marx, 2015-02-15 This work has been selected by
scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know
it. This work was reproduced from the original artifact, and remains as true to the original work as
possible. Therefore, you will see the original copyright references, library stamps (as most of these
works have been housed in our most important libraries around the world), and other notations in
the work. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and possibly other
nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity
(individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work.As a reproduction of a historical
artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars
believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made
generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank
you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.



  a contribution to the critique of political economy: CONTRIBUTION TO THE CRITIQUE O
Karl 1818-1883 Marx, 2016-08-30 This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally
important, and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced
from the original artifact, and remains as true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will
see the original copyright references, library stamps (as most of these works have been housed in
our most important libraries around the world), and other notations in the work. This work is in the
public domain in the United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States,
you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright
on the body of the work. As a reproduction of a historical artifact, this work may contain missing or
blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is
important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the public. We
appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of
keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.
  a contribution to the critique of political economy: The Value of Marx Alfredo Saad Filho,
2001-11-29 This book constitutes an overview of recent developments in political economy in
general, and Marxist value theory in particular. The implications of value theory for bank credit,
inflation and deflation are fully explored.
  a contribution to the critique of political economy: Karl Polanyi Gareth Dale, 2010-06-21
Karl Polanyi’s The Great Transformation is generally acclaimed as being among the most influential
works of economic history in the twentieth century, and remains as vital in the current historical
conjuncture as it was in his own. In its critique of nineteenth-century ‘market fundamentalism’ it
reads as a warning to our own neoliberal age, and is widely touted as a prophetic guidebook for
those who aspire to understand the causes and dynamics of global economic turbulence at the end of
the 2000s. Karl Polanyi: The Limits of the Market is the first comprehensive introduction to Polanyi’s
ideas and legacy. It assesses not only the texts for which he is famous – prepared during his spells in
American academia – but also his journalistic articles written in his first exile in Vienna, and lectures
and pamphlets from his second exile, in Britain. It provides a detailed critical analysis of The Great
Transformation, but also surveys Polanyi’s seminal writings in economic anthropology, the economic
history of ancient and archaic societies, and political and economic theory. Its primary source base
includes interviews with Polanyi’s daughter, Kari Polanyi-Levitt, as well as the entire compass of his
own published and unpublished writings in English and German. This engaging and accessible
introduction to Polanyi’s thinking will appeal to students and scholars across the social sciences,
providing a refreshing perspective on the roots of our current economic crisis.
  a contribution to the critique of political economy: A Contribution to the Critique of
Political Economy - Scholar's Choice Edition Karl Marx, Nahum Isaac Stone, 2015-02-20 This
work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge base
of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the original artifact, and remains as
true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the original copyright references,
library stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our most important libraries around the
world), and other notations in the work. This work is in the public domain in the United States of
America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute
this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work.As a
reproduction of a historical artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures,
errant marks, etc. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be
preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of
the preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive
and relevant.
  a contribution to the critique of political economy: How to Read Marx's Capital Michael
Heinrich, 2021-08-23 An accessible companion to Karl Marx's essential Capital With the recent
revival of Karl Marx's theory, a general interest in reading Capital has also increased. But
Capital—Marx’s foundational nineteenth-century work on political economy—is by no means



considered an easily understood text. Central concepts, such as abstract labor, the value-form, or
the fetishism of commodities, can seem opaque to us as first-time readers, and the prospect of
comprehending Marx’s thought can be truly daunting. Until, that is, we pick up Michael Heinrich’s
How to Read Marx's Capital. Paragraph by paragraph, Heinrich provides extensive commentary and
lucid explanations of questions and quandaries that arise when encountering Marx’s original text.
Suddenly, such seemingly gnarly chapters as “The Labor Process and the Valorization Process” and
“Money or the Circulation of Capital” become refreshingly clear, as Heinrich explains just what we
need to keep in mind when reading such a complex text. Deploying multiple appendices referring to
other pertinent writings by Marx, Heinrich reveals what is relevant about Capital, and why we need
to engage with it today. How to Read Marx's Capital provides an illuminating and indispensable
guide to sorting through cultural detritus of a world whose political and economic systems are
simultaneously imploding and exploding.
  a contribution to the critique of political economy: Contribution to the Critique of
Political Economy Marx Karl, 1901
  a contribution to the critique of political economy: Dance of the Dialectic Bertell Ollman,
2003 Bertell Ollman has been hailed as this country's leading authority on dialectics and Marx's
method by Paul Sweezy, the editor of Monthly Review and dean of America's Marx scholars. In this
book Ollman offers a thorough analysis of Marx's use of dialectical method. Marx made extremely
creative use of dialectical method to analyze the origins, operation, and direction of capitalism.
Unfortunately, his promised book on method was never written, so that readers wishing to
understand and evaluate Marx's theories, or to revise or use them, have had to proceed without a
clear grasp of the dialectic in which the theories are framed. The result has been more disagreement
over what Marx really meant than over the writings of any other major thinker. In putting Marx's
philosophy of internal relations and his use of the process of abstraction--two little-studied aspects of
dialectics--at the center of this account, Ollman provides a version of Marx's method that is at once
systematic, scholarly, clear and eminently useful. Ollman not only sheds important new light on what
Marx really meant in his varied theoretical pronouncements, but in carefully laying out the steps in
Marx's method makes it possible for a reader to put the dialectic to work in his or her own research.
He also convincingly argues the case for why social scientists and humanists as well as philosophers
should want to do so.
  a contribution to the critique of political economy: The Critique of Digital Capitalism
Michael Betancourt, 2015 Anything that can be automated, will be. The magic that digital
technology has brought us - self-driving cars, Bitcoin, high frequency trading, the internet of things,
social networking, mass surveillance, the 2009 housing bubble - has not been considered from an
ideological perspective. The Critique of Digital Capitalism identifies how digital technology has
captured contemporary society in a reification of capitalist priorities, and also describes digital
capitalism as an ideologically invisible framework that is realized in technology. Written as a series
of articles between 2003 and 2015, the book provides a broad critical scope for understanding the
inherent demands of capitalist protocols for expansion without constraint (regardless of social, legal
or ethical limits) that are increasingly being realized as autonomous systems that are no longer
dependent on human labor or oversight and implemented without social discussion of their impacts.
The digital illusion of infinite resources, infinite production, and no costs appears as an end to
scarcity, whereby digital production supposedly eliminates costs and makes everything equally
available to everyone. This fantasy of production without consumption hides the physical costs and
real-world impacts of these technologies. The critique introduced in this book develops from basic
questions about how digital technologies directly change the structure of society: why is Digital
Rights Management not only the dominant solution for distributing digital information, but also the
only option being considered? During the burst of the Housing Bubble burst 2009, why were the
immaterial commodities being traded of primary concern, but the actual physical assets and the
impacts on the people living in them generally ignored? How do surveillance (pervasive monitoring)
and agnotology (culturally induced ignorance or doubt, particularly the publication of inaccurate or



misleading scientific data) coincide as mutually reinforcing technologies of control and restraint? If
technology makes the assumptions of its society manifest as instrumentality - then what ideology is
being realized in the form of the digital computer? This final question animates the critical
framework this analysis proposes. Digital capitalism is a dramatically new configuration of the
historical dynamics of production, labor and consumption that results in a new variant of historical
capitalism. This contemporary, globalized network of production and distribution depends on digital
capitalism's refusal of established social restraints: existing laws are an impediment to the
transcendent aspects of digital technology. Its utopian claims mask its authoritarian result: the
superficial objectivity of computer systems are supposed to replace established protections with
machinic function - the uniform imposition of whatever ideology informs the design. However,
machines are never impartial: they reify the ideologies they are built to enact. The critical analysis of
capitalist ideologies as they become digital is essential to challenging this process. Contesting their
domination depends on theoretical analysis. This critique challenges received ideas about the
relationship between labor, commodity production and value, in the process demonstrating how the
historical Marxist analysis depends on assumptions that are no longer valid. This book therefore
provides a unique, critical toolset for the analysis of digital capitalist hegemonics.
  a contribution to the critique of political economy: Marx and Modernity Robert Antonio,
2008-04-15 In this illuminating and concise collection of readings, Karl Marx emerges as the first
theorist to give a comprehensive social view of the birth and development of capitalist modernity
that began with the Second Industrial Revolution and still exists today.
  a contribution to the critique of political economy: Against the Market David McNally,
1993-12-17 In this innovative book, David McNally develops a powerful critique of market socialism,
by tracing it back to its roots in early political economy. He ranges from Adam Smith’s attempt to
reconcile moral philosophy with market economics to Malthus’s reformulation of Smith’s political
economy which made it possible to justify poverty as a moral necessity. Smith’s economic theory was
also the source of an attempt to construct a critique of capitalism derived from his conception of free
and equal exchange governed by natural price. This Smithian forerunner of today’s market socialism
sought to reform the market without abolishing the social relations on which it was based. McNally
explores this tradition sympathetically, but exposes its fatal flaws. The book concludes with an
incisive consideration of efforts by writers such as Alec Nove to construct a “feasible” model of
market socialism. McNally shows these efforts are still plagued by the failure of early Smithian
socialism to come to grips with the social foundations of the market, the commodification of
labor-power which is the key to market regulation of the economy. The results, he argues, are
neither socialist nor workable.
  a contribution to the critique of political economy: Principles of Political Economy -
John Stuart Mill, 2006-09-01 Can national growth be sustained indefinitely? How much should
government intervene in a competitive market economy? The questions John Stuart Mill raised a
century and a half ago, in 1848's Principles of Political Economy, and the answers he found, are just
as critical-and just as contentiously debated-today. Through a lens of what the philosopher himself
termed philosophical radicalism-and what some today call democratic liberalism-Mill takes a fresh
look at Adam Smith's Wealth of Nations and other influential works of political thought of his time,
and recasts them from a more scientific viewpoint, suggesting that such realities as the unequal
distribution of wealth were not natural but rather a matter of human choice... choices we continue to
have to make in our ever more complicated economy. Also available from Cosimo Classics: Selected
Writings of John Stuart Mill and On Liberty. English philosopher and politician JOHN STUART MILL
(1806-1873) was one of the foremost figure of Western intellectual thought in the late 19th century.
He served as an administrator in the East Indian Company from 1823 to 1858, and as a member of
parliament from 1865 to 1868. Among his essays on a wide range of political and social thought are
On Liberty (1859), Considerations on Representative Government (1861), and The Subjection of
Women (1869).
  a contribution to the critique of political economy: Theory as Critique: Essays on Capital



Paul Mattick, 2018-06-12 Theory as Critique, while discussing many central issues of Marxian
theory, has two main emphases: First, as the title suggests, it takes seriously Capital’s claim to be a
critique of economic theory, rather than a contribution to political economy. Understanding what
this means, it shows, goes far to unravelling many difficulties traditionally found in Marx’s book,
from the nature of his theory of class to the 'transformation problem'. Secondly, Mattick’s volume
carefully explores how to bridge the gap between the extreme abstraction of Marx’s ideas and the
complex reality that they are intended to help us understand.
  a contribution to the critique of political economy: Why Nations Fail Daron Acemoglu,
James A. Robinson, 2013-09-17 Brilliant and engagingly written, Why Nations Fail answers the
question that has stumped the experts for centuries: Why are some nations rich and others poor,
divided by wealth and poverty, health and sickness, food and famine? Is it culture, the weather,
geography? Perhaps ignorance of what the right policies are? Simply, no. None of these factors is
either definitive or destiny. Otherwise, how to explain why Botswana has become one of the fastest
growing countries in the world, while other African nations, such as Zimbabwe, the Congo, and
Sierra Leone, are mired in poverty and violence? Daron Acemoglu and James Robinson conclusively
show that it is man-made political and economic institutions that underlie economic success (or lack
of it). Korea, to take just one of their fascinating examples, is a remarkably homogeneous nation, yet
the people of North Korea are among the poorest on earth while their brothers and sisters in South
Korea are among the richest. The south forged a society that created incentives, rewarded
innovation, and allowed everyone to participate in economic opportunities. The economic success
thus spurred was sustained because the government became accountable and responsive to citizens
and the great mass of people. Sadly, the people of the north have endured decades of famine,
political repression, and very different economic institutions—with no end in sight. The differences
between the Koreas is due to the politics that created these completely different institutional
trajectories. Based on fifteen years of original research Acemoglu and Robinson marshall
extraordinary historical evidence from the Roman Empire, the Mayan city-states, medieval Venice,
the Soviet Union, Latin America, England, Europe, the United States, and Africa to build a new
theory of political economy with great relevance for the big questions of today, including: - China
has built an authoritarian growth machine. Will it continue to grow at such high speed and
overwhelm the West? - Are America’s best days behind it? Are we moving from a virtuous circle in
which efforts by elites to aggrandize power are resisted to a vicious one that enriches and empowers
a small minority? - What is the most effective way to help move billions of people from the rut of
poverty to prosperity? More philanthropy from the wealthy nations of the West? Or learning the
hard-won lessons of Acemoglu and Robinson’s breakthrough ideas on the interplay between
inclusive political and economic institutions? Why Nations Fail will change the way you look at—and
understand—the world.
  a contribution to the critique of political economy: Early Writings Karl Marx, 1964 Marx
was barely 25 when he produced this astonishing rich body of work-including economic and
Philosophical Manuscripts and On the Jewish Question.
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