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1. Early Years: Isolationism and Expansionism
(Pre-1898)

A concise history of U.S. foreign policy must begin with its early emphasis on isolationism.
The young republic, focused on westward expansion and internal consolidation, largely
avoided entanglement in European affairs. George Washington's Farewell Address famously
cautioned against foreign alliances, a sentiment that shaped American foreign policy for
much of the 19th century. This period, however, wasn't devoid of international involvement.
The Monroe Doctrine (1823), while ostensibly defensive, asserted U.S. dominance in the
Western Hemisphere, foreshadowing future expansionist tendencies. Manifest Destiny, the
belief in the divinely ordained right to expand across the continent, fueled westward
expansion and shaped relations with Mexico and Native American tribes, demonstrating a
pragmatic and at times aggressive approach to territorial acquisition – a key element in a
concise history of U.S. foreign policy.



2. The Rise of American Power: Imperialism and World
War I (1898-1920)

The Spanish-American War marked a turning point. A concise history of U.S. foreign policy
identifies this as the beginning of a more assertive, interventionist role on the world stage.
The acquisition of overseas territories like the Philippines and Puerto Rico demonstrated a
shift away from strict isolationism. While President Woodrow Wilson initially attempted to
maintain neutrality during World War I, the war's impact on global politics and the threat to
American interests ultimately led to U.S. involvement. Wilson's idealistic vision of a post-
war world order, embodied in his Fourteen Points, laid the groundwork for future American
engagement in international organizations like the League of Nations, though the Senate's
rejection of the League marked a setback in this early foray into multilateralism. This period
highlights the tension between idealism and pragmatism within a concise history of U.S.
foreign policy.

3. Isolationism and the Rise of Fascism (1920-1941)

Following World War I, a wave of isolationism swept the United States. A concise history of
U.S. foreign policy shows this period characterized by a strong desire to avoid foreign
entanglements. The focus shifted towards domestic concerns, with legislation like the
Neutrality Acts reflecting a determination to stay out of future European conflicts. However,
the rise of fascism in Europe and Japan, coupled with increasing threats to American
interests, gradually eroded this isolationist stance. The attack on Pearl Harbor in 1941
irrevocably brought the United States into World War II, ending the era of isolationism
definitively, as seen in any thorough concise history of U.S. foreign policy.

4. The Cold War: Containment and Détente (1945-1991)

A concise history of U.S. foreign policy would be incomplete without a detailed examination
of the Cold War. This period saw the emergence of the United States as a global
superpower, locked in a bitter ideological struggle with the Soviet Union. The policy of
containment, aimed at preventing the spread of communism, guided American foreign
policy for decades. This involved military alliances like NATO, economic aid programs like
the Marshall Plan, and covert operations in various parts of the world. The Cold War also
witnessed periods of détente, marked by attempts to reduce tensions and improve relations
with the Soviet Union, such as during the Nixon administration. This era's strategies
illustrate a complex interplay of military might, economic influence, and ideological
competition within a concise history of U.S. foreign policy.

5. Post-Cold War Era: Unilateralism and Multilateralism
(1991-Present)

The collapse of the Soviet Union ushered in a new era in American foreign policy. A concise
history of U.S. foreign policy highlights the initial euphoria of victory, followed by debates
about the appropriate role of the United States in a unipolar world. The Clinton
administration pursued a more multilateral approach, emphasizing international
cooperation and engagement with international institutions. However, the George W. Bush



administration adopted a more unilateralist approach, characterized by preemptive military
action (Iraq War) and a less enthusiastic commitment to multilateral diplomacy. The Obama
administration attempted to reassert American leadership within a multilateral framework,
while the Trump administration again prioritized unilateral action and challenged existing
international alliances. This continuing tension between unilateralism and multilateralism
represents an ongoing debate within a concise history of U.S. foreign policy.

Conclusion

A concise history of U.S. foreign policy reveals a complex and often contradictory narrative.
From early isolationism to global engagement, the United States has navigated a changing
world through a variety of methodologies and approaches. Understanding these shifts and
continuities is vital for interpreting current events and anticipating future challenges. The
evolving relationship between idealism and pragmatism, the tension between unilateralism
and multilateralism, and the ongoing debate about the appropriate use of American power
continue to shape the nation's foreign policy trajectory. A deeper understanding of this
historical context provides valuable insights into the complexities of global politics and the
enduring influence of American foreign policy on the world stage.

FAQs

What was the Monroe Doctrine and its impact on U.S. foreign policy? The Monroe1.
Doctrine, proclaimed in 1823, asserted U.S. dominance in the Western Hemisphere,
discouraging European colonization. It laid the groundwork for future American
expansionism and intervention in Latin America.

How did the Cold War shape U.S. foreign policy? The Cold War led to the development1.
of the containment policy, the creation of military alliances (NATO), and massive
investment in military power. It also spurred economic aid programs and shaped
alliances worldwide.

What is the difference between unilateralism and multilateralism in U.S. foreign1.
policy? Unilateralism emphasizes independent action, while multilateralism prioritizes
cooperation with other nations and international organizations.

What role has idealism played in U.S. foreign policy? Idealism, often expressed1.
through promotion of democracy and human rights, has been a recurring theme but
has often clashed with pragmatic geopolitical considerations.



How has U.S. foreign policy impacted other countries? U.S. foreign policy has1.
profoundly impacted countries worldwide, through military interventions, economic
aid, diplomatic pressure, and cultural influence. The impact varies greatly depending
on the specific country and period.

What are some major criticisms of U.S. foreign policy? Criticisms include accusations1.
of imperialism, interventionism, disregard for human rights, and a focus on national
interest over global cooperation.

What is the role of public opinion in shaping U.S. foreign policy? Public opinion1.
significantly influences U.S. foreign policy, although the extent of its influence varies
depending on the issue and the political climate.

How has technology impacted U.S. foreign policy? Technological advancements, from1.
nuclear weapons to cyber warfare, have dramatically altered the landscape of
international relations and U.S. foreign policy strategies.

What are the current challenges facing U.S. foreign policy? Current challenges include1.
great power competition (China, Russia), terrorism, climate change, global health
crises, and economic instability.

Related Articles:

"The American Century: A History of U.S. Foreign Policy Since World War II": Examines1.
the post-war era's foreign policy, focusing on the Cold War and its aftermath.

"Isolationism and Interventionism: A Study of Contradictory Trends in U.S. Foreign1.
Policy": Analyzes the recurring tension between these two approaches.

"The Marshall Plan and its Legacy: Shaping Post-War Europe and U.S. Foreign Policy":1.
Focuses specifically on the Marshall Plan's impact on European reconstruction and
U.S. international standing.



"The Vietnam War: A Turning Point in American Foreign Policy": Explores the1.
significant consequences of the Vietnam War on American public opinion and future
foreign policy decisions.

"Containment and the Cold War: A Reassessment of U.S. Strategy": Provides a critical1.
evaluation of the containment strategy and its effectiveness.

"American Exceptionalism and Foreign Policy: A Critical Analysis": Examines the role1.
of the belief in American exceptionalism in shaping U.S. foreign policy.

"The Rise of China and its Implications for U.S. Foreign Policy": Analyzes the strategic1.
challenges posed by China's growing global influence.

"Diplomacy and Coercion: A Historical Overview of U.S. Foreign Policy Tools":1.
Examines the different methods employed by the U.S. in pursuing its foreign policy
goals.

"U.S. Foreign Policy in the 21st Century: Challenges and Opportunities": A1.
contemporary overview of the major challenges and opportunities facing U.S. foreign
policy in the modern era.

  a concise history of u s foreign policy: A Concise History of U.S. Foreign Policy Joyce P.
Kaufman, 2010 A third edition of this book is now available. Now in a fully updated edition, this
knowledgeable and reader-friendly text gives a conceptual and historical overview of American
foreign relations from the founding to the present. Providing students with a solid and readily
understandable framework for evaluating American foreign policy decisions, Joyce P. Kaufman
clearly explains key decisions and why they were made. Compact yet thorough, the book offers
instructors a concise introduction that can be easily supplemented with other sources.
  a concise history of u s foreign policy: A Concise History of U.S. Foreign Policy Joyce P.
Kaufman, 2010-01-16 A third edition of this book is now available. Now in a fully updated edition,
this knowledgeable and reader-friendly text gives a conceptual and historical overview of American
foreign relations from the founding to the present. Providing students with a solid and readily



understandable framework for evaluating American foreign policy decisions, Joyce P. Kaufman
clearly explains key decisions and why they were made. Compact yet thorough, the book offers
instructors a concise introduction that can be easily supplemented with other sources.
  a concise history of u s foreign policy: A Concise History of U.S. Foreign Policy Joyce P.
Kaufman, 2010 A Concise History of U.S. Foreign Policy offers a conceptual and historical overview
of American foreign relations from the founding to the present. Joyce Kaufman clearly explains
major themes in foreign relations and places the evolution of policy decisions within the context of
the international situations and domestic priorities.
  a concise history of u s foreign policy: A Concise History of U.S. Foreign Policy Joyce P.
Kaufman, 2006 A Concise History of U.S. Foreign Policy offers a conceptual and historical overview
of American foreign relations from the founding to the present. Joyce Kaufman clearly explains
major themes in foreign relations and places the evolution of policy decisions within the context of
the international situations and domestic priorities.
  a concise history of u s foreign policy: U.S. Foreign Policy Steven W. Hook, 2015-12-08 The
same aspects of American government and society that propelled the United States to global
primacy have also hampered its orderly and successful conduct of foreign policy. This paradox
challenges U.S. leaders to overcome threats to America's world power in the face of fast-moving
global developments and political upheavals at home. The fully updated Fifth Edition of Steven W.
Hook’s U.S. Foreign Policy: The Paradox of World Power explores this paradox, identifies its key
sources and manifestations, and considers its future implications as it asks whether U.S. foreign
policymakers can manage these dynamics in a manner that preserves U.S. primacy.
  a concise history of u s foreign policy: American Foreign Relations Since 1898 Jeremi Suri,
2010-04-26 This volume brings together more than 50 documents which examine foreign policy not
only in terms of leaders and states, but also through social movements, cultures, ideas, and images,
to provide comprehensive understanding of how Americans have interacted with the wider world
since 1898. Draws together over 50 primary documents to give readers a first-hand account of the
people and events that shaped the foreign policy of the United States Incorporates documents
relating not only to leaders and states, but also to social movements, cultures, ideas, and images
Highlights the diverse range of contributors to debates about American foreign policy, from
presidents to protesters, students to singers Includes a comprehensive introduction to the subject
and headnotes for each document written by the editor, as well as a bibliography for further study
  a concise history of u s foreign policy: Foreign Policy Begins at Home Richard N Haass,
2014-04-08 A concise, comprehensive guide to America's critical policy choices at home and
overseas . . . without a partisan agenda, but with a passion for solutions designed to restore our
country's strength and enable us to lead. -- Madeleine K. Albright A rising China, climate change,
terrorism, a nuclear Iran, a turbulent Middle East, and a reckless North Korea all present serious
challenges to America's national security. But it depends even more on the United States addressing
its burgeoning deficit and debt, crumbling infrastructure, second class schools, and outdated
immigration system. While there is currently no great rival power threatening America directly, how
long this strategic respite lasts, according to Council on Foreign Relations President Richard N.
Haass, will depend largely on whether the United States puts its own house in order. Haass lays out
a compelling vision for restoring America's power, influence, and ability to lead the world and
advocates for a new foreign policy of Restoration that would require the US to limit its involvement
in both wars of choice, and humanitarian interventions. Offering essential insight into our world of
continual unrest, this new edition addresses the major foreign and domestic debates since hardcover
publication, including US intervention in Syria, the balance between individual privacy and
collective security, and the continuing impact of the sequester.
  a concise history of u s foreign policy: American Foreign Relations: A Very Short
Introduction Andrew Preston, 2019-04-01 For better or worse--be it militarily, politically,
economically, technologically, or culturally--Americans have had a profound role in shaping the
wider world beyond them. The United States has been a savior to some, a curse to others, but either



way such views are often based on a caricature of American actions and intentions. American
Foreign Relations, then, is a subject of immense global importance that provokes strong emotions
and much debate, but often based on deep misunderstanding. This Very Short Introduction analyzes
the key episodes, themes, and individuals in the history of American foreign relations. While
discussing diplomacy and the periods of war that have shaped national and international history, it
also addresses such topics as industrialization, globalization, imperialism, and immigration.
Covering the Revolution through the War on Terror, it examines the connections between domestic
politics and foreign affairs, as well as the importance of ideals and values. Sharply written and
highly readable, American Foreign Relations offers a clear-eyed narrative of America's role in the
world and how it has evolved over time. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series
from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These
pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors
combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging
topics highly readable.
  a concise history of u s foreign policy: The History of American Foreign Policy From 1895
Jerald A. Combs, 2012-06-04 This affordable text offers a clear, concise and readable narrative and
analytical history of American foreign policy since the Spanish-American War. Special attention is
given to the controversial issues and contrasting views that surround major wars and foreign policy
decisions that the United States has made from 1895 to the present. The book narrates events and
policies but goes further to emphasize the international setting and constraints within which
American policy-makers had to operate, the domestic pressures on those policy-makers, and the
ideologies, preferences, and personal idiosyncrasies of the leaders themselves.
  a concise history of u s foreign policy: American Foreign Relations Walter L. Hixson,
2015-10-08 American Foreign Relations: A New Diplomatic History is a compelling narrative history
of American foreign policy from the early settlement of North America to the present. In addition to
economic and strategic motives, Walter L. Hixson integrates key cultural factors—including race,
gender, and religion—into the story of American foreign policy. He demonstrates how these factors
played a vital role in shaping the actions of the United States in world affairs. Beginning with the
history of warfare and diplomacy between indigenous peoples and Europeans before the
establishment of the United States, this book shows the formative influence of settler colonialism on
the country’s later foreign policy and the growth of American empire. Clearly written and
comprehensive, the book features: Extensive illustrations, with over 100 images and maps Primary
documents in each chapter, showcasing the perspectives of historical actors Interpreting the Past
features that explore how historians’ understanding of events has changed over time Selected
bibliographies of key resources for further research in each chapter In one concise volume,
American Foreign Relations covers the full sweep of American foreign policy from the colonial
period to the present day. It is an essential introduction for anyone seeking to understand the history
of America’s role in the world.
  a concise history of u s foreign policy: A Concise American History David Brown, Thomas
Heinrich, Simon Middleton, Vivien Miller, 2020-10-04 Expertly steering readers through the often
tumultuous and exhilarating history of the United States, from its early modern Native American
roots to twenty-first-century neoliberalism and the shifting political climate of the past decade, this
highly readable textbook provides a compelling overview of American development over the last five
centuries. This book avoids either celebratory or condemnatory rhetoric to present a critical
examination of domestic America and its interaction with the rest of the world. Balancing coverage
of political, social, cultural, and economic history, each chapter also includes a wealth of features to
facilitate learning: Timelines situating key events in their wider chronology Lists of topics covered
within each chapter for easy reference Concept boxes discussing selected issues in more detail
Historiography boxes exploring key debates Chapter summaries offering condensed outlines of the
main themes of each chapter Further reading lists guiding readers to additional resources Maps and
images bringing to life important events and figures from America’s history Clearly and engagingly



written and positioning America’s narrative within the wider global context, this textbook is
particularly accessible for non-US students and is the perfect introduction for those new to US
history. This textbook is also supported by a companion website offering interactive content
including a timeline, multiple-choice quizzes, and links to selected web resources.
  a concise history of u s foreign policy: Advanced Introduction to American Foreign Policy
Johnson, Loch K., 2021-08-27 Providing a comprehensive account of America’s constitutional
framework, this Advanced Introduction examines how U.S officials carry out America’s foreign policy
objectives through diplomacy, trade agreements, secretive covert actions, and the use of military
force. Loch K. Johnson delivers an invigorating examination of ethical and legal aspects of American
foreign policy as well as providing a new perspective on topics such as domestic politics, diplomacy
and policymaking.
  a concise history of u s foreign policy: Explaining Foreign Policy Steve A. Yetiv,
2004-03-22 Scholars of international relations tend to prefer one model or another in explaining the
foreign policy behavior of governments. Steve Yetiv, however, advocates an approach that applies
five familiar models: rational actor, cognitive, domestic politics, groupthink, and bureaucratic
politics. Drawing on the widest set of primary sources and interviews with key actors to date, he
applies each of these models to the 1990-91 Persian Gulf crisis and to the U.S. decision to go to war
with Iraq in 2003. Probing the strengths and shortcomings of each model in explaining how and why
the United States decided to proceed with the Persian Gulf War, he shows that all models (with the
exception of the government politics model) contribute in some way to our understanding of the
event. No one model provides the best explanation, but when all five are used, a fuller and more
complete understanding emerges. In the case of the Gulf War, Yetiv demonstrates the limits of
models that presume rational decision-making as well as the crucial importance of using various
perspectives. Drawing partly on the Gulf War case, he also develops innovative theories about when
groupthink can actually produce a positive outcome and about the conditions under which
government politics will likely be avoided. He shows that the best explanations for government
behavior ultimately integrate empirical insights yielded from both international and domestic theory,
which scholars have often seen as analytically separate. With its use of the Persian Gulf crisis as a
teachable case study and coverage of the more recent Iraq war, Explaining Foreign Policy will be of
interest to students and scholars of foreign policy, international relations, and related fields.
  a concise history of u s foreign policy: Public Opinion and American Foreign Policy Ole
R. Holsti, 1996 Explores the role of public opinion in the conduct of foreign relations.
  a concise history of u s foreign policy: The Tragedy of U.S. Foreign Policy Walter A.
McDougall, 2018-11-22 A fierce critique of civil religion as the taproot of America’s bid for global
hegemony Pulitzer Prize–winning historian Walter A. McDougall argues powerfully that a pervasive
but radically changing faith that “God is on our side” has inspired U.S. foreign policy ever since
1776. The first comprehensive study of the role played by civil religion in U.S. foreign relations over
the entire course of the country’s history, McDougall’s book explores the deeply infused religious
rhetoric that has sustained and driven an otherwise secular republic through peace, war, and global
interventions for more than two hundred years. From the Founding Fathers and the crusade for
independence to the Monroe Doctrine, through World Wars I and II and the decades-long Cold War
campaign against “godless Communism,” this coruscating polemic reveals the unacknowledged but
freely exercised dogmas of civil religion that bind together a “God blessed” America, sustaining the
nation in its pursuit of an ever elusive global destiny.
  a concise history of u s foreign policy: Making US Foreign Policy Ralph G. Carter, 2020
  a concise history of u s foreign policy: U.S. Foreign Policy Donald M. Snow, Patrick J. Haney,
2017-08-02 U.S. Foreign Policy: Back to the Water’s Edge is based on the old idea that despite
domestic differences and party politics, Americans should unite “at the water’s edge” and present a
cohesive front to a hostile world. The fifth edition explores this theme through coverage of the
Trump administration, its early policies, and how Trump’s initiatives fit into the broader historical
patterns of foreign policy in the United States. More compact than most of its competitors, the fifth



edition packs necessary information and concepts into a lean but readable format. It contains rich
historical content, providing the reader with snapshots of some of the truly classic highlights—and
lowlights—of America’s record in foreign affairs. Written with the student reader in mind, each
chapter offers several pedagogical aids designed to reinforce and extend comprehension of the
material. This text is also accompanied by a companion reader. Regional Cases in Foreign Policy,
Second Edition, was written by Don Snow with the specific intention of providing material and
perspectives not contained in the text. The reader contains fourteen mini-cases that can accompany
classroom discussions or lectures on subjects as diverse as relations with Russia, Israel, or the
Islamic State; specific questions like the border fence with Mexico; U.S.-Cuban relations; or the
British withdrawal from the European Union (Brexit). Case examples are drawn from all parts of the
world.
  a concise history of u s foreign policy: US Foreign Policy Michael Cox, Doug Stokes,
2012-02-09 This textbook provides a comprehensive introduction to US foreign policy. Bringing
together a number of the world's leading experts, the text deals with the rise of America, US foreign
policy during and after the Cold War, and the complex issues facing the US since September 11th.
  a concise history of u s foreign policy: America in the World Robert B. Zoellick, 2020-08-04
America has a long history of diplomacy–ranging from Benjamin Franklin, Alexander Hamilton, and
Thomas Jefferson to Henry Kissinger, Ronald Reagan, and James Baker–now is your chance to see
the impact these Americans have had on the world. Recounting the actors and events of U.S. foreign
policy, Zoellick identifies five traditions that have emerged from America's encounters with the
world: the importance of North America; the special roles trading, transnational, and technological
relations play in defining ties with others; changing attitudes toward alliances and ways of ordering
connections among states; the need for public support, especially through Congress; and the belief
that American policy should serve a larger purpose. These traditions frame a closing review of
post-Cold War presidencies, which Zoellick foresees serving as guideposts for the future. Both a
sweeping work of history and an insightful guide to U.S. diplomacy past and present, America in the
World serves as an informative companion and practical adviser to readers seeking to understand
the strategic and immediate challenges of U.S. foreign policy during an era of transformation.
  a concise history of u s foreign policy: The Concise Untold History of the United States
Oliver Stone, Peter Kuznick, 2015-07-23 Oscar-winning director Oliver Stone and historian Peter
Kuznick examine the dark side of American history from the beginning of the twentieth century right
up to the Obama administration. Looking at American intervention in foreign conflicts in Latin
American, Asia and the Middle East, including taking part in covert operations and interfering to
overthrow elected leaders in favour of right-wing dictators, they ask whether US involvement around
the globe is about democratic ideals, or political and economic gain. From Hiroshima and Nagasaki
to the Watergate scandal and the transformation of America into a national security state, The
Concise Untold History lays bare how US presidents have ignored the constitution and international
law to influence the course of world events for the interest of the few. Based on the critically
acclaimed documentary series of the same name, this book compellingly unmasks the shocking and
unforgettable truth behind the American Empire.
  a concise history of u s foreign policy: America’s Cold War Campbell Craig, Fredrik Logevall,
2020-07-14 “A creative, carefully researched, and incisive analysis of U.S. strategy during the long
struggle against the Soviet Union.” —Stephen M. Walt, Foreign Policy “Craig and Logevall remind us
that American foreign policy is decided as much by domestic pressures as external threats.
America’s Cold War is history at its provocative best.” —Mark Atwood Lawrence, author of The
Vietnam War The Cold War dominated world affairs during the half century following World War II.
America prevailed, but only after fifty years of grim international struggle, costly wars in Korea and
Vietnam, trillions of dollars in military spending, and decades of nuclear showdowns. Was all of that
necessary? In this new edition of their landmark history, Campbell Craig and Fredrik Logevall
engage with recent scholarship on the late Cold War, including the Reagan and Bush
administrations and the collapse of the Soviet regime, and expand their discussion of the nuclear



revolution and origins of the Vietnam War. Yet they maintain their original argument: that America’s
response to a very real Soviet threat gave rise to a military and political system in Washington that
is addicted to insecurity and the endless pursuit of enemies to destroy. America’s Cold War speaks
vividly to debates about forever wars and threat inflation at the center of American politics today.
  a concise history of u s foreign policy: Major Problems in American Foreign Relations,
Volume I: To 1920 Dennis Merrill, Thomas Paterson, 2009-09-10 Designed to encourage critical
thinking about history, this reader uses a carefully selected group of primary sources and analytical
essays to allow students to test the interpretations of distinguished historians and draw their own
conclusions about the history of American foreign policy. This text serves as an effective educational
tool for courses on U.S. foreign policy, recent U.S. history, or 20th Century U.S. history. The Seventh
Edition introduces new studies on America's early foreign relations which seek to position the
nation's post 9-11 attitudes and behaviors within historical context. Some of the new literature
spotlights cultural relations, and the ways in which culturally constructed attitudes about class,
gender, race, and national identity have shaped American's perceptions of the world and
subsequently its overseas relationships. In this volume, almost one-half of the essays are new,
including selections by Michael L. Krenn, Walter A. Hixson, Robert Kagan, John Lamberton Harper,
Marie-Jeanne Rossignol, Joseph J. Ellis, John E. Lewis Jr., Piero Gleijeses, Stuart Banner, McCabe
Keliher, Michael H. Hunt, Kristin L. Hoganson, Paul A. Kramer, Stanley Karnow, Robert W. Tucker,
and Erez Manela. Important Notice: Media content referenced within the product description or the
product text may not be available in the ebook version.
  a concise history of u s foreign policy: A Companion to U.S. Foreign Relations
Christopher R. W. Dietrich, 2020-03-04 Covers the entire range of the history of U.S. foreign
relations from the colonial period to the beginning of the 21st century. A Companion to U.S. Foreign
Relations is an authoritative guide to past and present scholarship on the history of American
diplomacy and foreign relations from its seventeenth century origins to the modern day. This
two-volume reference work presents a collection of historiographical essays by prominent scholars.
The essays explore three centuries of America’s global interactions and the ways U.S. foreign
policies have been analyzed and interpreted over time. Scholars offer fresh perspectives on the
history of U.S. foreign relations; analyze the causes, influences, and consequences of major foreign
policy decisions; and address contemporary debates surrounding the practice of American power.
The Companion covers a wide variety of methodologies, integrating political, military, economic,
social and cultural history to explore the ideas and events that shaped U.S. diplomacy and foreign
relations and continue to influence national identity. The essays discuss topics such as the links
between U.S. foreign relations and the study of ideology, race, gender, and religion; Native
American history, expansion, and imperialism; industrialization and modernization; domestic and
international politics; and the United States’ role in decolonization, globalization, and the Cold War.
A comprehensive approach to understanding the history, influences, and drivers of U.S. foreign
relation, this indispensable resource: Examines significant foreign policy events and their
subsequent interpretations Places key figures and policies in their historical, national, and
international contexts Provides background on recent and current debates in U.S. foreign policy
Explores the historiography and primary sources for each topic Covers the development of diverse
themes and methodologies in histories of U.S. foreign policy Offering scholars, teachers, and
students unmatched chronological breadth and analytical depth, A Companion to U.S. Foreign
Relations: Colonial Era to the Present is an important contribution to scholarship on the history of
America’s interactions with the world.
  a concise history of u s foreign policy: American Foreign Relations Reconsidered, 1890-1993
Gordon Martel, 1994 Brings together 12 scholars of US foreign relations. Each contributor provides
a concise summary of an important theme in US affairs since the Spanish-American War. US policy
process, economic interests, relations with the Third World, and the nuclear arms race have been
highlighted.
  a concise history of u s foreign policy: US Foreign Policy Richard Johnson, 2021-06-29 This



textbook provides a valuable introduction to the construction and application of US foreign policy in
the modern era, encouraging readers to think about how ideas, institutions and goals have been at
work in the foreign policy of recent presidential administrations.
  a concise history of u s foreign policy: Does America Need a Foreign Policy? Henry
Kissinger, 2001 The former Secretary of State under Richard Nixon argues that a coherent foreign
policy is essential and lays out his own plan for getting the nation's international affairs in order.
  a concise history of u s foreign policy: American Foreign Policy Glenn P. Hastedt, 2015
Glenn Hastedt's clear and succinct introduction to the field provides a compelling way to prepare
students to think about America's changing role in the world and to develop the critical thinking
skills they need to participate in the debate about the conduct and content of American foreign
policy. He does so in four specific ways. First, he raises the question, what are the key components
of foreign policy and what is the national interest? Second, Hastedt looks to the past and asks, how
did we get here? and how do we learn from the past? He finds the answers in the nature of the
contemporary international system, the American national style, and the actions of past
administrations. Third, he asks how is foreign policy made? Answering this question leads to an
examination of American domestic politics on foreign policy, the institutions that make it, how they
all come together to make policy, and the policy instruments available to decision makers. Fourth,
he asks, what next? The tenth edition updates reflect the latest headlines, helping students see
American policy toward Syria, Russia, Eastern Europe, China, and other world hotspots in historical
and geopolitical context.
  a concise history of u s foreign policy: Routledge Handbook of American Foreign Policy
Steven W. Hook, Christopher M. Jones, 2012-04-23 No nation has maintained such an immense
stature in world politics as the United States has since the Cold War’s end. In the wake of the 9/11
attacks, prompting the global war on terrorism and the U.S. invasion of Afghanistan and Iraq, along
with American economic and soft power primacy, there has been increased interest in and scrutiny
of American foreign policy. The Routledge Handbook of American Foreign Policy brings together
leading experts in the field to examine current trends in the way scholars study the history and
theories of American conduct in the world, analysis of state and non-state actors and their tools in
conducting policy, and the dynamics of a variety of pressing transnational challenges facing the
United States. This volume provides a systematic overview of all aspects of American foreign policy
and drives the agenda for further, cutting edge research. Contributors bring analytic depth and
breadth to both the ways in which this subject is approached and the substance of policy formulation
and process. The Handbook is an invaluable resource to students, researchers, scholars, and
journalists trying to make sense of the broader debates in international relations.
  a concise history of u s foreign policy: The Cambridge History of American Foreign
Relations: Volume 4, America in the Age of Soviet Power, 1945-1991 Bradford Perkins, Walter
LaFeber, Warren I. Cohen, Akira Iriye, 1993 'Happily the new, four-volume book provides an
opportunity to scan the past two centuries for indications of the shape of foreign policy in the
post-Cold War world. Each of the four books stands on its own. Each offers a clear overview of a
particular period written by a distinguished historian drawing on considerable body of research,
itself the product of decades of scholarly endeavor. None is simply a chronicle of events.'- World
Policy Journal
  a concise history of u s foreign policy: Do Morals Matter? Joseph S. Nye, 2020 What is the
role of ethics in American foreign policy? The Trump Administration has elevated this from a
theoretical question to front-page news. Should ethics even play a role, or should we only focus on
defending our material interests? In Do Morals Matter? Joseph S. Nye provides a concise yet
penetrating analysis of how modern American presidents have-and have not-incorporated ethics into
their foreign policy. Nye examines each presidency during theAmerican era post-1945 and scores
them on the success they achieved in implementing an ethical foreign policy. Alongside this, he
evaluates their leadership qualities, explaining which approaches work and which ones do not.
  a concise history of u s foreign policy: Henry Kissinger and American Power Thomas A.



Schwartz, 2020-08-25 [Henry Kissinger and American Power] effectively separates the man from the
myths. —The Christian Science Monitor | Best books of August 2020 The definitive biography of
Henry Kissinger—at least for those who neither revere nor revile him Over the past six decades,
Henry Kissinger has been America’s most consistently praised—and reviled—public figure. He was
hailed as a “miracle worker” for his peacemaking in the Middle East, pursuit of détente with the
Soviet Union, negotiation of an end to the Vietnam War, and secret plan to open the United States to
China. He was assailed from the left and from the right for his indifference to human rights,
complicity in the pointless sacrifice of American and Vietnamese lives, and reliance on deception and
intrigue. Was he a brilliant master strategist—“the 20th century’s greatest 19th century
statesman”—or a cold-blooded monster who eroded America’s moral standing for the sake of
self-promotion? In this masterfully researched biography, the renowned diplomatic historian Thomas
Schwartz offers an authoritative, and fair-minded, answer to this question. While other biographers
have engaged in hagiography or demonology, Schwartz takes a measured view of his subject. He
recognizes Kissinger’s successes and acknowledges that Kissinger thought seriously and with great
insight about the foreign policy issues of his time, while also recognizing his failures, his penchant
for backbiting, and his reliance on ingratiating and fawning praise of the president as a source of
power. Throughout, Schwartz stresses Kissinger’s artful invention of himself as a celebrity diplomat
and his domination of the medium of television news. He also notes Kissinger’s sensitivity to
domestic and partisan politics, complicating—and undermining—the image of the far-seeing
statesman who stands above the squabbles of popular strife. Rounded and textured, and rich with
new insights into key dilemmas of American power, Henry Kissinger and American Power stands as
an essential guide to a man whose legacy is as complex as the last sixty years of US history itself.
  a concise history of u s foreign policy: The New Foreign Policy Laura Neack, 2008 In this
cogent text, Laura Neack argues that foreign policy making, in this uncertain era of globalization
and American global hegemony, revolves around seeking and maintaining power. Now in a
thoroughly revised and updated edition, the book reviews both old and new lessons on how foreign
policy decisions are made and executed. To make sense of these lessons, Neack employs a rich array
of new and enduring international case studies organized in a set of concise, accessible chapters.
Following a levels-of-analysis organization, the author considers all elements that influence foreign
policy, including the role of leaders, bargaining, national image, political culture, public opinion, the
media, and non-state actors.
  a concise history of u s foreign policy: History of American Foreign Policy, Volume 2
Jerald A Combs, 2017-07-28 First Published in 2017. Now thoroughly updated, this respected text
provides a clear, concise, and affordable narrative and analytical history of American foreign policy
from the revolutionary period to the present. This is Volume II and is from 1895. The
historiographical essays at the end of each chapter have been revised to reflect the most recent
scholarship. The History of American Foreign Policy chronicles events and policies with emphasis on
the international setting and constraints within which American policy-makers had to operate; the
domestic pressures on those policy-makers; and the ideologies, preferences, and personal
idiosyncrasies of the leaders themselves.
  a concise history of u s foreign policy: French Foreign Policy since 1945 Frédéric Bozo,
2016-08-01 When Charles de Gaulle declared that “it is because we are no longer a great power that
we need a grand policy,” he neatly summarized France’s predicament on the world scene. In this
compact and engaging history, author Frédéric Bozo deftly recounts France’s efforts to reconcile its
proud history and global ambitions with a realistic appraisal of its capabilities, from the aftermath of
World War II to the present. He provides insightful analysis of the nation’s triumphs and setbacks
through the years of decolonization, Cold War maneuvering, and European unification, as well as the
more contemporary challenges posed by an increasingly multipolar and interconnected world.
  a concise history of u s foreign policy: US Policy Toward Africa Herman J. Cohen, 2020
Herman Cohen draws on both the documentary record and his years of on-the-ground experience to
provide a uniquely comprehensive survey and interpretation of nearly eight decades of US policy



toward Africa. Tracing how this policy has evolved across successive administrations since 1942
(beginning with President Franklin D. Roosevelt's third term in office), Cohen illuminates the
debates that have taken place at the highest levels of government; shows how policy toward Africa
has been affected over the years by US relations with Europe, the Soviet Union, the Middle East,
and most recently China; and points to the increasing reliance of Western economic interests on
Africa's natural resources. His deeply informed narrative reveals the roles not only of circumstance
and ideology, but also of personalities, in the formulation and implementation of US foreign policy.
  a concise history of u s foreign policy: The World Richard Haass, 2020-05-12 The New York
Times bestseller “A clear and concise account of the history, diplomacy, economics, and societal
forces that have molded the modern global system.” —Foreign Affairs An invaluable primer from
Richard Haass, president of the Council on Foreign Relations, that will help anyone, expert and
non-expert alike, navigate a time in which many of our biggest challenges come from the world
beyond our borders. Like it or not, we live in a global era, in which what happens thousands of miles
away has the ability to affect our lives. This time, it is a Coronavirus known as Covid-19, which
originated in a Chinese city many had never heard of but has spread to the corners of the earth.
Next time it could well be another infectious disease from somewhere else. Twenty years ago it was
a group of terrorists trained in Afghanistan and armed with box-cutters who commandeered four
airplanes and flew them into buildings (and in one case a field) and claimed nearly three thousand
lives. Next time it could be terrorists who use a truck bomb or gain access to a weapon of mass
destruction. In 2016 hackers in a nondescript office building in Russia traveled virtually in
cyberspace to manipulate America's elections. Now they have burrowed into our political life. In
recent years, severe hurricanes and large fires linked to climate change have ravaged parts of the
earth; in the future we can anticipate even more serious natural disasters. In 2008, it was a global
financial crisis caused by mortgage-backed securities in America, but one day it could well be a
financial contagion originating in Europe, Asia, or Africa. This is the new normal of the 21st century.
The World is designed to provide readers of any age and experience with the essential background
and building blocks they need to make sense of this complicated and interconnected world. It will
empower them to manage the flood of daily news. Readers will become more informed, discerning
citizens, better able to arrive at sound, independent judgments. While it is impossible to predict
what the next crisis will be or where it will originate, those who read The World will have what they
need to understand its basics and the principal choices for how to respond. In short, this book will
make readers more globally literate and put them in a position to make sense of this era. Global
literacy--knowing how the world works—is a must, as what goes on outside a country matters
enormously to what happens inside. Although the United States is bordered by two oceans, those
oceans are not moats. And the so-called Vegas rule—what happens there stays there—does not apply
in today's world to anyone anywhere. U.S. foreign policy is uniquely American, but the world
Americans seek to shape is not. Globalization can be both good and bad, but it is not something that
individuals or countries can opt out of. Even if we want to ignore the world, it will not ignore us. The
choice we face is how to respond. We are connected to this world in all sorts of ways. We need to
better understand it, both its promise and its threats, in order to make informed choices, be it as
students, citizens, voters, parents, employees, or investors. To help readers do just that, The World
focuses on essential history, what makes each region of the world tick, the many challenges
globalization presents, and the most influential countries, events, and ideas. Explaining complex
ideas with wisdom and clarity, Richard Haass's The World is an evergreen book that will remain
relevant and useful as history continues to unfold.
  a concise history of u s foreign policy: Promised Land, Crusader State Walter A. McDougall,
1997 'Promised Land, Crusader State' is a reinterpretation of the traditions that have shaped U.S.
foreign policy from 1776 to the present. Looking back over two centuries, Walter McDougall draws a
striking contrast between America as Promised Land and a contrary vision of America as Crusader
State.
  a concise history of u s foreign policy: Tomorrow, the World Stephen Wertheim, 2020-10-27



A Foreign Affairs Best Book of the Year “Even in these dismal times genuinely important books do
occasionally make their appearance...You really ought to read it...A tour de force...While Wertheim is
not the first to expose isolationism as a carefully constructed myth, he does so with devastating
effect.” —Andrew J. Bacevich, The Nation For most of its history, the United States avoided making
political and military commitments that would entangle it in power politics. Then, suddenly, it
conceived a new role for itself as an armed superpower—and never looked back. In Tomorrow, the
World, Stephen Wertheim traces America’s transformation to World War II, right before the attack
on Pearl Harbor. As late as 1940, the small coterie formulating U.S. foreign policy wanted British
preeminence to continue. Axis conquests swept away their assumptions, leading them to conclude
that America should extend its form of law and order across the globe, and back it at gunpoint. No
one really favored “isolationism”—a term introduced by advocates of armed supremacy to burnish
their cause. We live, Wertheim warns, in the world these men created. A sophisticated and
impassioned account that questions the wisdom of U.S. supremacy, Tomorrow, the World reveals the
intellectual path that brought us to today’s endless wars. “Its implications are
invigorating...Wertheim opens space for Americans to reexamine their own history and ask
themselves whether primacy has ever really met their interests.” —New Republic “For almost 80
years now, historians and diplomats have sought not only to describe America’s swift advance to
global primacy but also to explain it...Any writer wanting to make a novel contribution either has to
have evidence for a new interpretation, or at least be making an older argument in some improved
and eye-catching way. Tomorrow, the World does both.” —Paul Kennedy, Wall Street Journal
  a concise history of u s foreign policy: America’s Viceroys D. Reveron, 2004-07-01 With the
U.S. armed forces playing an ever increasing central role in American foreign policy, surprisingly
little attention has been paid to the role of regional Commanders-in-Chief (CINCs) in both
implementing and shaping relations with various countries. Wielding tremendous power and
substantial resources, both military and economic, these officers are also diplomats, advisors, and
intermediaries between other countries and the Washington policy process. This book explores the
role these military commanders play in contemporary U.S. foreign policy.
  a concise history of u s foreign policy: A Concise History of the United States of
America Susan-Mary Grant, 2012-03-05 A history of America's nation-building project told through
the voices of its peoples, from the early settlers to its multicultural citizens of the twenty-first
century.
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